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1st & 2nd Thessalonians 
 

Author 

A. Paul  

 

Time and Place 

A. Thessalonica 

1. Largest and most important city in Macedonia 

2. Via Egnatia: Roman highway to east through Thessalonica 

3. Free city in Roman empire 

B. Paul’s 2nd missionary journey (Acts 17:1-15) 

1. 3 Sabbaths (remained no more than 1 month) 

a. Arrives winter of AD 49/50 

b. Preached that Jesus was the Messiah based on the O.T. 
prophecies 

2. Forced out by Jews (Acts 17:5) 

3. Paul, Silas and Timothy forced to Berea 

4. Paul continues on to Athens 

5. Timothy joins Paul in Athens  

6. Paul makes several attempts to visit Thessalonica (1 Thess 2:17-18)  

a. Paul feared that their work in Thessalonica had come to naught 
(3:5) 

7. Timothy is sent back to Thessalonica to strengthen and encourage 
them (3:2) and to find out about their faith (3:5) 

8. Paul continues on to Corinth (1 Cor 2:3); where he remains for 18 
mo’s (Acts 18:11) 

9. Silas and Timothy join Paul in Corinth (Acts 18:5) 

a. 1 Thess 3:6-9: Believers in Thessalonica are standing firm! 

C. Writes 1 Thessalonians from Corinth (winter AD 49-50?) 

1. Not told who carried the letter  

D. Paul writes 2 Thessalonians also from Corinth (shortly thereafter?)  
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Purpose (1 Thessalonians) 

A. Thanksgiving/relief that the Church is doing well despite their perils and lack 
of Paul’s personal leadership (1 Thess 3:6-10)  

B. Some have personally attacked Paul (1 Thess 2:1-12) 

1. He’s not concerned about his converts (ala traveling preachers): (cf 
2:17-20; 3:1-5) 

a. Paul was probably being labeled as a traveling gnostic teacher 

2. He’s motivated only by profit; Charge is likely that they were 
concerned only with their own fame and fortune 

3. Paul explains why he left so quickly and has not returned (2:17-20)   

C. Timothy reports that some have gone astray 

1. Into sexual immorality (4:1-8)  

2. Regarding work (4:11-12; 5:14; cf 2 Thess 3:10) 

D. Problems with the leadership (5:12-13) 

E. Problems with some persons (5:14-15) 

F. Some were rejecting prophecies (5:19-20)  

G. They also inquired of Paul regarding:  

1. Love toward others (4:9) 

2. Destiny of those who had died (4:13) 

3. Time of the Lord’s return (5:1-2)  

H. Some have erroneous views of the Second Coming: 

1. Some concluded that the Second Coming of Christ was so imminent 
that they didn’t need to continue working (4:11-12) 

 

Purpose (2 Thessalonians) 

A. Many of the issues in 1 Thess (sexual immorality; fate of the dead; leadership 
issues) are not addressed 

B. Church had remained strong despite persecution (1:3-4) 

C. Things, however, have worsened in Thessalonica  

D. Main concerns are over eschatology (end-times); especially the advent of the 
Day of the Lord  

1. Someone sent a forged report to the Church (allegedly from Paul) 
saying that the Day of the Lord had already begun (2:1-12) 

E. Some have still not returned to work (3:6-15)  
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1st Thessalonians  

 

Chapter 1 

1:1 Greeting  

A. Paul’s customary introduction (1) 

1. Name of authors: Paul, Silas (aka Silvanus; Silas is a transliteration of 
the Aramaic form of Saul; cf Acts 15:22-32; 17:4; 18:5; 2 Cor 1:19; 1 
Pet 5:12), Timothy (cf 3.2, 6; Acts 16:1-2; 19:22; 2 Tim 1:5; 3:10-11; 
Rom 16:21; 1 Cor 4:17; 16:10; Phil 2:19-22; 1 Tim 1:2; Heb 13:23) 

2. Name of recipient: Church of the Thessalonians  

1:2-10 Thanksgiving  

A. Thanks to God (2) 

B. Trilogy of Faith, Hope and Love (3; 3:6, 8; cf 5:8; Rom 5:1-5; 1 Cor 13:13; Gal 
5:15; Col 1:4-5; 1 Pet 1:21-22; Heb 10:22-24) 

C. Because: (5) 

D. Gospel came not in words only but in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and with 
full conviction (cf 2:13) 

1. Gospel: lit. ‘good news’ 

2. Inscription from 9 BC announced the birth of Augustus as a ‘gospel’  

a. Proclamation of such brought in a new era  

3. So also, this ‘Gospel’ effected change (cf Mark 1:1) 

4. Gospel was accompanied by both words and power! (cf Rom 15:18-
19; 1 Cor 1:6-7; 2 Cor 6:7; 12:12; Heb 2:3-4)  

E. What kind of men we proved to be  

1. The testimony of their message corresponded with their lives (let it be 
true of us all!) 

F. ‘You became imitators of us and of the Lord’ (6)  

1. Manner in which they followed: ‘with much tribulation’ (cf Acts 17:5-
9; Matt 10:22-25; Mark 8:34; John 15:18-21; 16:33; Acts 9:15-16; 
14:21-22; Rom 8:17; 2 Cor 1:5; Phil 1:29; 3:10; 2 Tim 3:12; 1 Pet 
2:20-21; 3:17-18; 4:12-13)  

2. Cf 2:14: they followed the churches of Judea in suffering!  
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G. They did so with the ‘joy of the Holy Spirit’ (cf Matt 5:11-12; Luke 6:22-23; 
21:28; Acts 5:41; Rom 12:12; 2 Cor 4:8-10; Phil 2:17; Col 1:24; 1 Pet 1:6; 
4:13-14)  

1. Source of Joy is the Holy Spirit (cf Acts 13:52; Rom 14:17; Gal 5:22; 1 
Pet 4:13-14)  

H. So that you became an example (7)  

I. For the word of the Lord sounded out from you; your faith in God has gone 
forth (8) 

J. You turned from idols to serve a living and true God  

1. Parallels the conversion of Gentiles (Acts 14:15; 14:11-18; 17:22-31; 
19:23-41: Christianity threatened the pagan ways)  

2. ‘Turn’: implies a change in action and attitude; true repentance  

3. To God and from idols means no syncretism: God was not merged into 
their prior convictions  

4. Living and true God: contrasts with pagan gods (Deut 5:26; Isa 44:9-
20; Jer 10:10) 

K. They also are waiting for His Son from heaven (10; cf Tit 2:13; Phil 3:20)  

1. Expectation of the Lord’s coming is linked with their moral life and 
steadfastness (3:13; 5:6-8, 23; Tit 2:12-13) 

L. Return is of:  

1. He who was raised from the dead 

2. He who delivers us from the wrath to come  

a. Wrath is the eschatological wrath that follows the 2nd Coming 
(cf 2 Thess 1:6-10) 

b. Wrath is an eschatological event that has begun in the present 
(Rom 1:18; 1 Thess 2:16; Eph 5:6; Col 3:6) 

 

2:1-5:22 Body of the Letter  

For, you yourselves know 

2:1-3:13  Our visit was not a failure  

2:1-12 The Apostles visit  

A. For, You know: coming was not in vain (1)  

B. But, they preached despite their sufferings in Philippi (2; Acts 16:19-24) 

C. For, preaching did not stem from error, impurity, or deceit (3) 

D. But, we have been approved by God (4) 
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1. Testing of leaders is commanded in Scripture (1 Tim 3:10; Rom 
14:18)  

E. For, You know: we didn’t come with flattery, greed, nor the glory of men (5-6) 

F. For, you remember brothers (9) (cf v 10: you are witnesses) 

1. Our toil and hardship 

a. Worked night and day: rose before sunrise and labored all day 

2. We preached the gospel to you: either during their work; or in the 
evening 

G. You are witnesses and so is God (10) 

H. You know: (11) 

1. They were concerned with the moral well-being of the Thessalonians  

I. We urge you to walk in a manner worthy of God! (12; 4:1; Eph 2:12; 4:1; Phil 
1:27)  

1. God: the One who calls you into His kingdom 

J. Word of God is at work in you who believe 

2:13-16 Thessalonians received the Gospel  

A. For this reason . . . Because (13) 

1. You accepted the Word; as from God  

2. It is at work in you  

B. For you became imitators brothers (14) 

1. Of Judea in their sufferings at the hands of the Jews 

2. Paul longed for the salvation of his own countrymen (cf Rom 9:1-5; 
10:1) 

C. Jews are described as:  

1. Who killed Jesus (15; Acts 2:23, 36; 3:13-15; 4:10; 5:30) 

2. They killed the prophets (Matt 22:37; Acts 7:52; 1 Kings 19:10, 14; 
Neh 9:26) 

3. They drove us out—persecuted: Paul and Silas? (Acts 8:1; 9:28-30; 
13:50; 14:5-6; 17:10) 

4. They displease God (result of rebelling against God) 

5. Hostile to all men  

a. Common accusation against the Jews in ancient writers  

b. Paul, however, relates this to the Jewish opposition to his 
mission (cf 16) 
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6. Hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they might be 
saved (16) 

7. They always fill up the measure of their sins (cf Matt 23:31-32) 

D. Wrath has come upon them  

1. Present wrath upon the Jews 

2. Paul stands in the prophetic tradition of announcing judgment on 
those who oppose God’s work 

3. Paul is just as harsh against the gentiles (Rom 1:18-32) 

2:17-20 Paul’s attempted visits 

A. We, brothers, were eager to see you (17)  

B. Satan stopped us (18): military term: used to reference the destruction of a 
road to hinder enemies passage  

C. You are our hope and our joy (19-20): Reason they wanted to see them 

 

3:1-10 Timothy’s visit  

A. When we could endure it no longer: (1)  

1. By not being able to visit, Paul and Silas are getting anxious as to the 
well-being of the church in Thessalonica  

B. So we sent Timothy to you (1-2)  

1. Paul was principally responsible for this (cf 5)  

C. No one should be disturbed by these afflictions (3)  

1. You were destined for them! 

2. We kept (repetitiously) telling you that you would be suffering 
afflictions (4)  

D. Timothy is checking on their faith (5)  

1. Paul feared that they had apostatized (see: v 8)  

2. Temptation of Satan is to apostasy (cf Luke 8:12)  

E. Timothy returns with good news (6)  

1. Of their faith and love  

2. Of their kind words towards Paul  

F. We were comforted: We really live: What thanks can we render? (7-9)  

G. Paul prays that they may be united to complete what is lacking in their faith 
(10)  
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3:11-13 

A. ‘Our God and Father Himself and our Lord Jesus’ (11)  

B. Direct our way to you (11) 

C. Cause you to increase and abound in love for one another and all men (12) 

1. Their love was not simply to increase but to abound beyond limits!  

2. Love begins with one another and extends to everyone else  

D. That your hearts may be blameless when He comes (13) 

E. Coming is with all His saints  

1. Common designation for Christians in the NT (1 Cor 1:2; 2 Cor 1:1; 
Eph 1:1; Phil 1:1) 

2. Paul alludes to Zech 14:5: in Zech and in the OT generally they are 
angels (Deut 33:2; Ps 89:5, 7; Dan 4:13; 8:13) 

3. In the NT angels are said to accompany Christ (Matt 13:41; Mark 8:38; 
13:27; 2 Thess 2:7) 

4. Zech 14 portrays God coming as a warrior with His army; which is 
greater than an army known to man 

 

4:1-5:22 Excel in your walk  

4:1-2 Exhortation to walk and please God  

A. Finally, therefore (1)  

B. We ask and urge you to excel more command; military term for the 
command of an officer to his men 

1. Lit. ‘We ask’: with the force of ‘request’ or ‘entreat’ (cf Phil 4:3; 1 
Thess 5:12; 2 Thess 2:1; 2 John 5) 

2. Lit. ‘We exhort’: used throughout the NT when the author wants to 
strongly urge the Church to do something (cf Rom 12:1; 1 Cor 1:10; 
4:16; Eph 4:1)   

C. In the Lord:   

1. The authority of Jesus stands behind the exhortations  

2. Cp 4:8: Rejecting God 

D. Lit. ‘how you must walk and please God’  

E. That you may excel more  

4:3-8 Avoid sexual immorality  

A. For you know (3) 

B. It is God’s will that you be sanctified (3, 4, 7)  
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1. Sanctification is a process of becoming holy that began at conversion 
and ends at the 2nd Coming (cf 3:13) 

C. Abstain from sexual immorality (Eph 5:3) 

1. Porneia: general term for all sexual immorality  

D. Possess his own vessel (4)  

1. Cp translations: ‘body’ or ‘vessel’—i.e., wife? (body: 2 Tim 2:20-21)  

2. Does this verse reference one’s own body; or does it suggest that 
single men ‘acquire’ a wife?  

E. Not like the Gentiles; who do not know God (5) 

1. They are determined by their sexual passions  

F. Transgress and defraud his brother (6)  

1. Paul does not appeal to social norms (which this was a violation of 
also) but to the harm of community  

2. Also, the Lord (Jesus throughout this letter) will judge (cf John 5:22-
23)  

G. God called us in sanctification (7)  

H. Therefore: summation of the argument  

1. The one who rejects is rejecting God  

a. Focus is not on what is rejected but who  

2. God is the One who gives the Holy Spirit! (cf Ezek 36:27; 37:14) 

a. Life in the Spirit is antithetical to sexual immorality (1 Cor 
6:15-20)  

b. The Holy Spirit is God’s gift that we have been accepted (Acts 
15:8; Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 1:22)  

4:9-5:11 Responses to questions  

‘Concerning’: Paul appears to be responding to questions raised to him—perhaps in 
a letter (cf 4:9, 13; 5:1) 

4:9-12 Brotherly love  

A. Concerning: brotherly love (9) 

B. No need to write: for you yourselves  are taught by God (cf Isa 54:13; John 
6:45; 1 John 2:27)   

C. Also, they practice it toward all (10)  

D. We exhort you, brothers, excel more  
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E. Make it your ambition to: (11): i.e., ‘consider it an honor’ 

1. Lead a quiet life  

2. Attend to your own business  

3. Work with your hands (i.e., manual labor/artisans; slave labor); cf 2 
Thess 3:6-10 

a. Such work was despised by those of social rank  

F. In order that: (12) 

1. Walk properly toward outsiders (Col 4:5; 1 Pet 2:11-17; Tit 2:4-10)  

2. Not be in need  

4:13-18 Those who are asleep  

Point of this passage is to comfort those in grief with the fact that our confession of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection is tied with the same certainty to the resurrection of 
the dead  

A. ‘Concerning’: those who are asleep (13)  

B. Of those who have fallen asleep  

1. Euphemism for dead (cf v 16):Common in Jewish and Christian 
writings (Gen 47:30—lie down is same word in Greek; Deut 31:16; 1 
Kings 2:10; Isa 14:8; 43:17; John 11:11-14; Acts 7:60; 13:36; 1 Cor 
7:39; 11:30; 15:6, 18, 20, 51; 2 Pet 3:4) 

2. Says nothing of the intermediate state  

a. NT affirms a conscious existence in the afterlife (cf Luke 16:19-
31; Phil 1:20-24; Rev 6:9-11  

C. They may not grieve as the rest who have no hope  

1. Paul doesn’t deny the propriety of grieving (cf Acts 8:2; Phil 2:27; Rom 
12:15)  

D.  For, We believe that Jesus died and so we believe that He will bring with Him 
those who have fallen asleep in Him (14)  

1. This is just as certain as our belief in the death and resurrection  

a. Cornerstone of the NT teaching (cf 1 Cor 15:3-8)  

2. God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Jesus   

E. The Lord’s own Word (15)  

1. Used in the NT in regard to the message of the Gospel (Acts 12:24; 
13:49; 14:25; 19:10; 1 Thess 1:8; 2 Thess 3:1) 

2. or, something Jesus personally addressed (cf Acts 20:25; Matt 24:30-
31, 40-41; cf 1 Cor 7:10; 9:14; 11:23-25) 
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F. Those alive 

G. Will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep (cf v 16, 17) 

H. The ‘parousia’ coming of the Lord  

1. Common term for the glorious coming of a deity or the official visit of 
royalty to a city  

2. Many would come out from the city to meet the one who came—
dressed in special clothing  

I. Events (16): 2 events Lord comes down—dead rise; 3 sounds 

1. Lord Himself comes down from Heaven  

a. Not a representative!  

2. Loud Command (John 5:28, 29) 

a. God gives His order that the dead are to be raised 

3. Voice of the Archangel (cf Matt 24:31) 

a. Michael? (Jude 9; Jewish tradition there are 7: Suruel, Raphael, 
Raguel, Saraqael, Gabriel, Lucifer) 

4. Trumpet of God (1 Cor 15:52; Matt 24:31; Joel 2:1; Zeph 1:15-16; Zech 
9:14-16) 

a. Trumpets used in military and social events; including funerals   

5. Dead in Christ rise first 

a. First: therefore, take heart; the dead have a place of privilege  

b. The first out to meet a royal visitor are the city officials and 
dignitaries therein 

6. We who are alive (17) 

a. Paul anticipated being alive at this event? 

b. May only mean; those alive 

J. ‘Caught up’ (Lt. rapere): hence; ‘rapture’ (cf Acts 8:39; 2 Cor 12:2, 4; Rev 
12:5)  

K. Clouds: accompany the Lord at His return 

1. Associated with divine theophanies (Matt 17:5; Mark 9:7; 1 Cor 10:1-
2; OT cloud in the wilderness) 

2. Accompany the Lord at His return (Matt 24:30, 64; Rev 1:7; 14:14-16; 
cf Dan 7:13-14)  

L. Will be with the Lord forever! (Rev 14:4; 21:3) 

1. Encourage one another with these words! (18)  
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5:1-11 Concerning ‘Times and dates’ 

Passage contrasts believers and unbelievers 

- With regard to their destinies 

- With regard to their conduct  

Though we cannot know the time we must be prepared!  

A. But, Concerning (1) 

1. Times and epochs 

a. Refer to a time that is not fixed  

2. Inquiring about the time of the end is common: ‘how long’ (Dan 12:6; 
4 Ezra 4.33; Rev 6:9-10; Matt 24:3; Luke 17:20; Acts 1:6; 1 Pet 1:10-
11)  

3. NT affirms an agnosticism about the time (Matt 24:36; Acts 1:7) 

B. For, You yourselves know well (2) 

1. Cf 2 Thess 2:5  

C. What they know is that the Day of the Lord will come like a thief! 

1. Day of the Lord: (Zech 14:1-21; Amos 5:18-20) 

2. Will come like a thief (Matt 24:43-44; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 3:3; 16:15) 

D. While they are saying ‘peace and safety’ (3) 

1. Those in sin will be surprised (Matt 24:38-39; Luke 21:34-36) 

E. Birth pains and they will certainly not escape  

1. Its coming is certain and there is no way of escape (Luke 21:34-36) 

F. But you, brothers (4): contrast  

G. Not in darkness; overtake you like a thief  

1. Does not mean that the church knows when; but only that we will not 
be surprised by the event (Matt 24:42-44; Mark 13:35-37) 

2. Darkness is related to sin and is characteristic of the unbeliever (John 
3:19; 1 John 2:11; Rom 2:19); and their understanding (Rom 1:21; 
Eph 4:18)  

3. Salvation is passing from darkness to light (Acts 26:18; Eph 5:8; Col 
1:13; 1 Pet 2:9) 

H. For you are: (reason why they are not in darkness): sons of light and day; 
not night or darkness (5) 

1. ‘Sons of’ means people who are characterized by ‘x’ 

2. ‘light and day’: Moral implications (therefore: v 6-8)  
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I. Therefore (6); inference from the previous statement: (acting out of what 
we are)  

1. Let us not sleep: being morally indifferent  

2. But be alert and sober (Matt 24:42-22; 25:13; Rev 3:2-3; 16:15) 

J. But we belong to the day (8): Faith, love, hope 

1. Military metaphors: cf Eph 6:11-17; 2 Tim 2:3-4 

2. Faith in God 

3. Love toward others 

4. Hope in His return 

K. We are not destined for wrath, but salvation (9) 

1. Wrath (2 Thess 1:6-10; 2:8-10) 

L. Through Jesus who died for us (10) 

1. ‘For us’: substitutionary aspect of Christ’s death  

M. We will live with Him  

5:12-22 

We ‘ask’ (12) and we ‘exhort’ (14) are repeated from 4:1 

5:12-13 Obligations to church leadership 

A. Lit. ‘We ask’: with the force of ‘request’ or ‘entreat’ (12; same as in 4:1) 

B. Respect; Acknowledge: those in authority: they are:  

1. They diligently labor over you; those who are to be recognized in 
leadership are distinguished by their work (their social status/rank 
did not qualify them; only their labor) 

2. They have charge over you in the Lord 

3. They give you instruction (admonish) 

a. Correcting and teaching in regard to moral error  

C. Esteem them highly; hold them in high regard in love (13) 

D. Be at peace with one another (cf Mark 9:50; Rom 12:18; 2 Cor 3:11; Heb 
12:14) 

1. Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22; Eph 4:3)  

5:14 Obligations to those inside the church  

A. Admonish those who idle/unruly (14) 

1. Could refer to those not working; or, to those who are causing 
problems (undisciplined or disorderly)  

2. Cf 2 Thess 3:6, 7, 11 
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B. Encourage the timid 

1. Those who are discouraged and easily prone to giving up  

C. Help the weak 

1. Could have been the ‘weaker’ brothers (Rom 14:1-12); or the 
physically weak; or the socially weak (1 Cor 1:26-29) 

D. Be patient with everyone (love does not hold grudges); nobody pays back 
wrong for wrong (Rom 12:17, 19; Matt 5:44, 45); always be kind to one 
another 

1. Tolerant toward others regardless of their conditions  

5:15 Obligations towards those inside and outside the community 

A. ‘See that’ do not repay evil for evil (15; Acts 9:13; Rom 12:17-21; 13:10; 2 
Tim 4:14; to do so is to act like God does: Luke 6:35-36; Matt 5:45-48)  

1. Important reminder in light of the hostilities they faced in 
Thessalonica 

2. Even within the community this is important 

3. Especially difficult for those who have lost honor  

4. Even when the intent of the person was evil 

B. Always ‘pursue’ good to all men; one another and all men (everyone; inside 
and outside the church): Even to those who have done harm to us  

1. ‘Good’: extending aid to anyone who has need (see Rom 12:17-21; Gal 
6:10) 

5:16-18 Obligations before God  

A. Rejoice always (Phil 4:4; 2 Cor 6:10) 

1. Even in the face of suffering (Matt 5:11-12; Luke 21:28; Acts 4:41; 2 
Cor 4:8-10; Col 1:11, 24; 1 Pet 1:6; 4:13) 

2. Fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22; Rom 14:17) 

B. Pray without ceasing (Luke 18:1; Rom 12:12; Eph 6:18; Col 4:2) 

1. Hyperbole: prayer should be a common and constant element of our 
lives  

C. Give thanks in everything (Eph 5:20; Col 2:7; 3:17) 

D. This is God’s will for you  

1. ‘This’ refers to the previous 3 items  
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5:19-22 Prophecy in the Community  

A. Do not quench the Spirit (19)  

1. Lit., extinguish or put out 

a. Since the presence of the Spirit is associated with fire the 
prohibition here is to not ‘extinguish’ it  

b. Cp ‘fan into flame’ 2 Tim 1:6 

2. Spirit is closely related to NT prophecy (Acts 2:17; 19:6; 28:25) 

a. Relates to previous verse?; if so, then to quench the Spirit 
would be by not obeying the 3 injunctions  

b. If separate, then by not permitting the gift of prophecy et all 

c. Probably their reaction to false prophesies (2 Thess 2:2?) 

B. Do not despise prophecies (20)  

1. Explains what it means to not quench the Spirit? 

2. Purpose of such prophesy was to strengthen and encourage the body 
(cf 1 Cor 14:1-5, 12, 26) 

C. But, test everything (21) 

1. Test, try, examine; approval based upon results of the test (cf 1 Cor 
3:13; 11:28; 1 Tim 3:10; 1 Pet 1:7; 1 John 4:1-2; see also 1 Cor 14:29) 

2. Necessity for such testing is the prevalence of false teachers (Matt 
24:24; 1 Cor 12:1-3; 2 Thess 2:2) 

3. In the NT the test of a prophet is two-fold 

a. Genuine Christian character of the person (Matt 7:15-20)  

b. Doctrine (1 John 4:1-3; 1 Cor 12:1-3)  

D. Hold on to the good (technical term for adhering to inspired tradition; 1 Cor 
11:2; 15:2; Heb 10:23)  

E. Avoid every kind of evil; abstain, refrain: total separation from (22)  

1. Strong call to reject inauthentic prophecies  

 

5:23-28 Final greetings 

A. Blessing in the form of a prayer (23) 

1. Soul, spirit, and body: entirety of his being 

2. Elsewhere Paul uses ‘body and spirit’ (1 Cor 7:34); Jesus also (Matt 
10:28)  
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B. God Himself will sanctify you (24; Phil 1:6) 

1. Assurance that the prayer request is guaranteed since it accords with 
God’s nature and will  

C. Request for prayer (25) 

D. Have this letter read (27) 
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2nd Thessalonians 

 

1:1-2 Greeting  

A. Paul, Silas, and Timothy (1)  

B. Grace and Peace (2) 

 

1:3-12 Thanksgiving and Prayers for the steadfastness of the Thessalonians  

A. They are increasing in faith and love (3) 

B. Speak proudly of your perseverance and faith in persecutions and afflictions 
(4) 

C. This is evidence that God’s judgment is right (5) 

1. The sufferings are evidence?  

2. Cf 1 Pet 4:17, 19  

D. You will be counted worthy of the Kingdom (Expresses the result);  cf. Acts 
14:22! 

E. God is Just (6)  

1. God will punish them according to their treatment of His people (Matt 
25:31-46; Rev 16:5-6; 18:6-7) 

a. Purpose here is to encourage the church with an eschatological 
understanding 

2. Punish those who persecute the Church 

F. We will escape such punishment (7)  

G. When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven (cf Matt 24:30) 

1. With His powerful angels (1 Thess 3:13; Matt 16:27; 24:30-31; 25:31; 
Zech 14:5) 

2. In flaming fire  

a. Fire symbolized the presence of God (Exod 3:2-3) 

b. Fire symbolized judgment (Isa 66:15-16)  

H. Giving vengeance/retribution to: (8; Isa 66:4) 

1. Those who do not know God; Those who do not obey the Gospel  

2. Ignorance is the result of their rejection of Him (Rom 1:18-32) 

a. Knowledge of God is linked with obedience to His law (Ps 
36:10)  
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3. Gospel is the promise and offer of salvation and the demand to 
obedience (Isa 66:4)  

4. Rejection of the Gospel is criteria for judgment!  

I. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction (9)  

1. Cf Matt 5:29-30; 12:32; 18:8-9; 25:41; Luke 16:23-25 

2. Jewish teaching affirms belief in eternal punishment 

3. Separate from the Lord implies a consciousness of it  

J. From the (lit.) ‘face of the Lord’ and the ‘glory of His power’  

1. Scripture describes this place as: 

a. Unquenchable Fire (Matt 3:12) 

b. Fiery furnace (Matt 12:42, 50) 

c. Black darkness (Jude 13) 

d. Lack of fire (Rev 20:15) burns with fire and brimstone (Rev 
21:8) 

2. Essence is away from the presence of the Lord (Isa 2:8-21) 

3. Glory of His power is both the measure and source of His judgment  

K. When He comes; on that day (10)  

1. This is the day of judgment 

2. Also, the day of reprieve for the saints!  

3. Day of the Lord (1 Thess 5:2, 4; 2 Thess 2:2)  

L. He will be marveled at by those who believe (Ps 68:35) 

M. God may count you worthy of the calling (11) 

1. Cp 1 Thess 5:24; 2:12; Phil 1:6: God who calls us and makes us worthy 

2. Eph 4:1; Phil 1:27; Col 1:10 

3. This prayers exhorts us to evaluate our conduct in light of our calling 
(cf 2:13-15)  

N. In order that (result): (12)  

1. The Name of the Lord Jesus may be glorified in you (cf John 17:10)  

 

2:1-3:15  

2:1-17 Time of the Day of the Lord  

2:1-12 False teaching about the Day of the Lord  

A. We urge you, brothers (1: see 1 Thess 4:1; 5:12)  
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B. With regard to the coming of Christ; and our being gathered to Him: (Paul is 
concerned that this false teaching does not distort the vital hope in His return 
and our being gathered to Him!) 

1. Parousia  

a. Paul has discussed already in his letters: cf 1 Thess 2:19; 3:13; 
4:15; 5:23; 2 Thess 1:7-10)  

b. Paul has discussed already in person: 2:5 

2. Gathering of the church to Him (cf 1 Thess 4:13-18) 

a. Fulfillment of the OT hope of Israel (Ps 106:47; 147:2; Isa 52:2; 
T. Napthali 8.3; Tob 14:7; 2 Macc 1:27; 2:18) 

b. Cf Matt 24:31; Mark 13:27 

C. Don’t be alarmed by some spirit, report, or letter (2) 

1. Spirit: came to be shorthand for ‘prophecy’ (cf 1 John 4:1-3)  

2. Whatever this correspondence was it claimed that the ‘Day of the Lord 
had come’ (cf 1 Thess 5:2, 4; Acts 2:20; 1 Cor 1:8; 2 Pet 3:10) 

3. ‘Has come’:  

a. Dispute as to whether the Day has arrived; or that its arrival 
was impending and imminent?  

b. Why doesn’t Paul just respond with the obvious fact that Jesus 
clearly hasn’t returned! (1 Thess 5:2) 

D. That Day will not come until the apostasy comes first and the man of 
lawlessness is revealed (3): 2 events occurring before the Day of the Lord 

1. Apostasy: yet to occur  

a. Active rebellion against God; or, 

b. Falling away from within the Church: Cf 1 Tim 4:1; Matt 24:11-
13?  

2. Man of lawlessness (cf Ps 89:22; Isa 57:3-4): yet to be revealed 

a. Lawlessness: sin (Rom 4:7; 2 Cor 6:14; Tit 2:14; Heb 1:9; 
10:17) 

b. Son of destruction  

i. ‘Son of’: characterized by (1 Thess 5:5) 

ii. Used of Judas (John 17:12) 

iii. If he is doomed to destruction, then it should comfort 
the readers with the knowledge of this person’s destiny 
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c. Who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or 
object of worship (4) 

i. Takes a position of an adversary to anything that would 
claim people’s devotion (LXX Isa 66:6) 

ii. Cf Dan 11:36-37 

iii. So-called gods (cf 1 Cor 8:5)  

iv. Over every object of worship  

d. So that (result) he takes his seat in God’s temple  

i. Sitting implies authority (likely as on a throne)  

ii. In the temple because he proclaims himself to be God 
(Ezek 28:2-10)  

iii. ‘Temple of God’ has a spiritual application in the NT (cf 
Matt 26:61; 1 Cor 3:16, 17(2x); 2 Cor 6:16(2x); 2 Thess 
2:4; Rev 3:12; 7:15; 11:1, 19)  

E. Remember that I use to tell you these things? (5) 

1. Implies that they knew better and should have discerned the error 
themselves  

F. In order that he will be revealed (6: purpose clause)  

1. The purpose of this power is so that he will revealed at the proper 
time   

G. You know what restrains him (6) 

1. Stress on the present: (in light of the confusion and the problems 
around the time of the Day of the Lord, Paul stresses which elements 
are present and which are future)  

a. They know what it is that restrains him  

b. The mystery of lawlessness is already at work (7) 

2. Yet, there was something holding the man of lawlessness back  

3.  ‘What is restraining’ (neuter) 

b. First the restrainer is a force  

4. ‘The one who is restraining’ (masculine) (7) 

a. Now it is identified as a person  

b. When it retires from the scene, then the lawless one will be 
revealed (that is, the end is not imminent)  

c. Suggestions include: Roman empire/emperor; Jewish state; 
Missionary preaching to all nations; the Holy Spirit; law; 
government 
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H. For, the mystery of lawlessness is already working (7) 

1. Cf I John 2:18? Antichrists that prefigure the Antichrist  

I. Then, the lawless one will be revealed (8) 

J. Whom the Lord Jesus will ‘slay’ with the breath of His mouth and ‘bring to an 
end’ with the appearing of his presence   

1. Immediately after mention is made of his revealing, Paul notes his 
destruction  

K. ‘Presence’ of the lawless one will be in accord with the work of Satan (9)  

1. Work: used in the NT only of supernatural power 

L. By means of every deception of unrighteousness to those who are perishing 
(10)  

1. Deception of the lawless one: seduction, deception  

2. Consequence of rejecting the gospel  

M. Instead, they did not receive the love of the truth  

1. A person’s eternal state is bound up with their relation to the truth  

2. Truth: the gospel (Gal 2:5, 14; Eph 1:13; 2 Tim 2:15) 

a. 2 Tim 4:4 

3. Love of the truth: they had no liking for it; desire to possess it  

N. In order to be saved (infinitive of result)  

O. For this reason (11); result clause 

1. God sends them a ‘powerful delusion’  

2. In order that they might believe (inf of result; agent intends that the 
result takes place) 

3. Cf Rom 1:24-28; 1 Kings 22:19-23 

P. In order that: (result) they will be judged  

2:13-14 Thanksgiving  

A. We give thanks for you because God chose you for salvation (13)  

1. In contrast to the unbeliever  

2. They are the ‘beloved of God’  

B. By means of the sanctifying of the Spirit (1 Thess 4:3, 4, 7, 8; 5:23) and 
faith/belief of the truth  

C. He called you through our gospel (14; cf 1 Thess 1:5; 2:15-16) 

1. Calling is always the work of God (Isa 41:9; 42:6; 48:12, 15; 51:2; Rom 
8:30; 1 Cor 1:9; Gal 1:6, 15; 5:8; Eph 4:1, 4; 2 Tim 1:9; 1 Pet 1:15; 2:9)  
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2:15 Therefore, Stand Firm and Hold  

A. Therefore, brothers (followed by 2 imperatives) 

1. Stand firm and grasp/hold on to the traditions  

2. I.e., continue faithfully in the teaching (cf Mark 7:3; Heb 4:14; 6:18; 
Rev 2:14-15, 25; 3:11)  

B. Traditions, which you were taught, by word of mouth or by letter  

1. Teaching of the apostles firsthand or by written correspondence  

2:16-17 Prayer  

A. May our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father (16) 

1. Puts Christ and God on the same level  

2. God is the one who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and hope  

B. Comfort and strengthen your hearts (17)  

 

3:1-15 Final Instructions  

3:1-5  

A. Brothers, pray for us (1) 

B. In order that (purpose): the word of the Lord may spread  

C. In order that (purpose): we may be delivered  

1. From perverse and evil men  

2. Not all have faith  

a. Faith is the proper response to the message and its messengers  

b. The response to the gospel determines the conduct of a person 

D. God is faithful (3); contra those without faith (cf 1 Thess 5:24; 1 Cor 1:9; 
10:13; 2 Cor 1:18; 2 Tim 2:13; Heb 10:23; 11:11; 1 John 1:9) 

1. He will strengthen you 

2. He will protect you from the evil one (Matt 13:19; John 17:15; Eph 
6:16; 1 John 2:12-13) 

E. We are confident concerning you (4) 

F. May Jesus direct your hearts (5)  

3:6-15 Command for the unruly  

A. We exhort you brothers in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (6) 

1. Strong exhortation/command (not optional to obey this instruction)  
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2. Cf 1 Thess 4:11; 2 Thess 3:10: they have instructed them in the 
previous letter and in person 

3. 3:11: yet word has come that some are not working  

B. Stay away from: disorderly or unruly (cf v 14) 

1. Stay away does not mean that they are regarded as unbelievers (cf v 
15) 

2. Social separation was a means that the church used to correct those 
members who did not conform (Matt 18:17; Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 5:9-13) 

3. Result is that such separation would have brought shame to the 
person (14) 

4. They do not follow the traditions which were received  

5. Context affirms that they were disorderly or unruly in terms of their 
not working; hence ‘idle’ in the NIV; the stress here though is their 
unwillingness to follow the apostolic teaching  

C. The apostles were examples (7-10) 

1. You yourselves know how you must imitate us (7) 

2. They were not idle  

3. They did not eat without paying  

a. Paul had taught that receiving financial support for Christian 
ministry is acceptable; though he did not make use of it (v 9; 1 
Cor 9:7-14; Gal 6:6; 1 Tim 5:17-18; Matt 10:10); he also spoke 
against those who do so for financial gain (Acts 20:33; 1 Tim 3:3, 
8; Tit 1:7 

4. Worked night and day for their food (cf 1 Thess 2:9) 

5. They did this as a model (9) 

6. We gave you this command (10)  

7. Let him not eat  

a. Situation here is that these people do not want to work (11) 

D. We command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ (12; cf 1 Thess 4:1, 
10, 11; 5:14; 2 Thess 3;4, 6, 10) 

1. Work and eat your own bread  

E. But you, brothers, do not weary in doing good (13) 

1. Do not give up doing good (Gal 6:9-10) 

2. There remains those with genuine needs and we should not cease 
helping them 
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F. Take note of those who disobey; do not associate (14) 

1. Recognizing who the person is  

2. And not associate with them  

3. This would exclude them from the common meal (1 Cor 11:17-34) 

G. That they may be shamed  

1. Goal is restoration 

2. They are to be considered as brothers (15) 

 

3:16-18 Prayer and final Greetings  

A. Lord of peace give you peace (16; John 14:27) 

1. In every circumstance; in the midst of all this social turmoil   

B. ‘The greeting of Paul with my own hand. . . . This is how I write’ (17) 

1. Amanuensis used for the writing of the letters of the NT (Rom 16:22; 
1 Pet 5:12) 

2. Customary for the author to pen a greeting in their own handwriting 
(1 Cor 16:21; Gal 6:11; Col 4:18; Phil 19) 

C. This was ‘a sign’: authenticates that it was from Paul  

D. Grace of our Lord be with you all (18) 

 


