
1st Corinthians  
 
I. Introduction 

A. Author: Paul 

B. Time and Place 

1. From Ephesus Spring AD 55 

2. Paul’s plans on traveling around the Aegean Sea area taking a collection 
for the Church in Jerusalem 

3. Paul intends to arrive in Corinth by the Fall and to remain with them for 
the winter; before he departs to Jerusalem  

C. City of Corinth 

1. Located at the South-western end of the Corinthian Isthmus 

2. Large flux of commerce would flow across the Isthmus 

3. Made a Roman colony by Julius Caesar in AD 44 

4. Highest point of the city was the Temple of Aphrodite “goddess of love” 

a. At one time 1,000 sacred prostitutes served her temple (Strabo; 
though the evidence suggests that the temple was not large 
enough for such activity  

b. Greek verb ‘to corinthianize’ meant ‘to practice sexually 
immorality’ 

c. And ‘Corinthian girl’ meant a woman of loose morals 

5. Corinth was also the home to a temple to Asclepius (god of healing) 

6. Corinth was well known for its ‘patrons’: wealthy, influential persons who 
took on individuals or whole families as ‘clients’: providing them with 
land, jobs, money, and legal protection; the clients would then offer them 
various services, including political support  

D. Purpose: To deal with the problems and divisions in the Church as well as the 
items that they brought up in a letter in to him  

1. Divisions in the Church 1:10-12 

2. Immorality in the Congregation 5:1-13 (chs 5-6) 

3. Lawsuits among believers 6:1-11 

4. Some concluded to above sin and thus: ‘everything is permissible’ 6:12; 
10:23 

5. Some concluded that marriage and all forms of sex were unacceptable 
7:1-16 
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6. Foods and things sacrificed to idols 8:1-11:1 

7. Intense disorder in the services 11:2-14:40 

a. Improprieties 11:2-16 

b. Favoritism and divisions in communion 11:17-34 

c. Spiritual gifts 12:1-14:40 

8. Some denied the belief in the Resurrection 15:1-58 

9. Collection for Jerusalem 16:1-4 

E. Distinctive Features 

1. Emphasis on spiritual gifts 

2. Love chapter; 13 

3. Resurrection chapter; 15 

4. Lost letters; 

a. 5:9 ‘1 Corinthians’ 

b. 2 Cor 2:4 
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Chapter 1 

1:1-9 

A. Introduction (1-3) 

1. Sosthenes: Acts 18:17: the converted synagogue ruler (1)  

B. Thanksgiving (4-9) 

1:10-17 

A. Members of Chloe’s household have informed Paul of the problems (11) 

B. Divisions among you (10, 12) 

1. Paul: Gentile converts? 

2. Apollos: Hellenistic Jewish converts? 

a. Acts 18:24-28 

3. Cephas: Peter’s Aramaic name: suggests that they are Hebraic Jews? 
Judaizers? 

4. Christ: Spiritual elitists? 

C. Paul exhorts them (10) 

1. ‘In the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ’  

2. That they all ‘agree’ (lit. ‘say the same thing’) 

3. That there are no divisions among you  

D. Paul’s initial response (13) 

1. Has Christ been divided? 

2. Was Paul crucified? 

3. Were you baptized in the name of Paul?  

E. Baptism: ‘I did not baptize any of you’ 14 (Crispus: Acts 18:8?; Gaius: Rom 16:23; 
Acts 18:7?; the household of Stephanas) 

1. ‘I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else’ (16) 

2. ‘Christ did not send me to baptize’ (17) 

F. Cross of Christ (17) 

1. Message that Paul was commissioned to preach (18-2:5) 

2. Not with words of wisdom—human insight alone  

1:18-25 

A. Message of the Cross (18, 23) ‘Christ crucified’ 
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B. Where is the wise man, the scribe, the debater? (20) 

1. Scribe: may reference Jewish wise men  

2. Debater may reference Greek wise men 

C. God has made foolish the wisdom of this world (20)  

D. For, the world did not know God (21)  

1. The wise man, scribe, and debater are not to be found because they 
denied the source of wisdom 

E. God saved those who believed the foolishness of the message (21) 

1. Message is Christ crucified (23) 

F. Jews demand miraculous signs (22; cf Mark 8:11)  

1. Problem: message of the cross is Stumbling block (23) 

a. Deut 21:23: Cursed is anyone who is hung on a tree! 

G. Greeks look for wisdom (22) 

1. Problem: message of the cross is ‘foolishness’ (23) 

a. Death by crucifixion was reserved for the worst offenders!  

H. Paul responds (25) that: 

1. God’s ‘foolishness’ is wiser than your wisdom (i.e., of the Greeks) 

2. God’s ‘weakness’ is stronger than your strength (i.e., of the Jews) 

1:26-31 

A. Consider your calling (26) 

B. God has chosen the ‘foolish’, ‘weak’, and ‘base’ to shame the ‘wise’, ‘strong’ (27-
28) 

C. Such are the recipients of wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption 
(30)  

D. Result: ‘no man should boast’ (29): ‘let him who boasts, boast in the Lord’ (31; 
Jer 9:23, 24)  
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Chapter 2  

2:1-5 

A. Message was not with eloquence or wisdom in delivery (1) 

B. It was the content (‘Jesus Christ and Him crucified’) that was important 

C. Truth of the content was confirmed by the Spirit’s power (4) 

 

2:6-16 

A. We do come with wisdom to those who are mature (6) 

1. Not the wisdom of this age (i.e., world’s wisdom; present evil age) 

2. If the rulers of this age had known, they wouldn’t have crucified Him! 

3. Nor of the rulers of this age  (6, 8; cf. 2 Cor 4:4; Col 1:16; 2:15)  

4. Irony is that the Corinthians are not living as those who are mature; they 
have adopted the world’s values  

B. Wisdom in a mystery (7) 

1. God had planned all of this from ages long ago; as Paul notes by citing Isa 
64:4, 52:15) 

C. This has been revealed to us by the Holy Spirit; who searches all things (10)  

D. The natural man (i.e., ‘man without the Spirit’) does not accept the things of the 
Spirit (14)  

E. Spiritual man (i.e., ‘the man with the Spirit’) judges/appraises all things (15) 

F. Such are not subject to a mere human judgment (15) 

1. Believers have the mind of Christ (16; Isa 40:13)  

2. Therefore, we can know the things of God  
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1st Corinthians 
Chapter 3 

3:1-23 

A. Church in Corinth are still babes in Christ and not capable of having solid food (1-
2) 

1. They should have matured by now  

B. Illustrated with a farming metaphor (5-9a); Paul planted the Church and Apollos 
is helping to make it grow (Pastor?) 

1. Note: We all have different tasks within the Body of Christ 

2. Note: We all receive the Grace necessary to accomplish this task (10) 

3. Note: We all will be judge and rewarded according to the work that we 
have done (9; 10-14) 

C. Illustrated again with a metaphor of construction workers (9b-17); (Note the 
construction of the Temple; ‘you are a Temple of God’: 16)  

1. Emphasis is again on God’s sovereign work/grace (10)  

D. As a ‘wise’ master builder, I laid a foundation (10)  

E. Another is building on it; ‘Apollos’? pastor now builds upon that foundation  

F. Quality of work revealed on the Day of judgment (12-13)  

1. Gold, silver, costly stones: valuable building materials (12) 

2. Wood, hay, straw: less costly and easily destroyed by fire (12)  

3. ‘Day’ of the Lord associated with fire (13; cf Mal 3-4)  

G. If the work survives, he’ll be rewarded (14) 

H. You (pl) are the Temple of God (16-17)  

1. We are not all individual Temples but corporately one Temple 

2. Therefore, do not destroy it with Jealousy and quarreling 

I. If anyone destroys the Temple of God, then God will destroy him (17) 

J. Don’t think yourself as wise by the standards of this age (18)  

K. This world’s wisdom is foolishness (19) 

L. Believers have everything they need or want in Christ 
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1st Corinthians 
Chapter 4 

4:1-21 

A. Regard each of the leaders as servants and stewards (1) 

B. Paul is a servant of Christ and he must prove faithful 

C. God is his judge (4)  

D. Judgment day is when the Lord will bring to light the motives of each man’s 
heart (5) 

E. You are already filled; you have become kings! (8) 

F. Men condemned to death (9) 

G. Contrast between the Corinthians and Paul; from their perspective (10) 

1. We are fools; you are prudent 

2. We are weak; you are strong 

3. We are without honor; you are distinguished  

H. Paul’s hardships (11-12; cf 2 Cor 11:23-29) 

1. We are hungry and thirsty 

2. Poorly clothed 

3. Roughly treated  

4. Homeless 

5. We toil and work hard with our hands (cf ch 9) 

I. Paul’s model of godly living in the face of ungodly treatment (12b-13) 

1. When persecuted; we endure  

2. When slandered; we conciliate 

3. We have become the scum of the world, the dregs of all things  

a. Such things include filth and garbage 

J. Even until now 

K. Paul wishes to admonish them (14)  

L. Paul is their father (15)  

M. Be imitators of Paul (16; cf 11:1)   
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Chapter 5 

5:1-13 

A. Sexual Immorality among you (1) 

1. ‘porneia’; most general term for sexual sin  

B. Man has his father’s wife (1)  

1. You are proud (2)  

C. Kick him out of the Church 

1. Church dealt with this problem 

2. Paul has written them regarding this problem (5:9) 

3. Therefore, if the man hasn’t repented by now, dis-fellowship him 

D. Reasons for doing so: 

1. Hand him over to Satan that his sinful nature may be destroyed (5) 

2. Little yeast works through the whole batch of dough (6; 1 Cor 15:33) 

3. Is this the same man who is found repentant in 2 Cor 2:5-11; 7:8-13?  

E. Do not associate with those who call themselves brothers and are sexually immoral 

F. I wrote to you (9) 

1. References a prior letter  

G. Not to associate with immoral people (9)  

1. Remove them from table fellowship (11): communion  

2. Not referencing unbelievers but professing believers (note: ‘so-called 
brother’) 

3. Includes more than just sexual immorality 

a. Covetous: someone who seizes another’s property by force (cf 6:1-11) 

b. Idolater: general term for all who worship false gods  

c. Reviler: those who oppose and mock God’s  

d. Drunkard: lifestyle characterizes by drunkenness  

e. Swindler: (combined with ‘covetous’ in v 10) 

H. After all the church has no authorities with those outside (12) 

1. God will judge them (13)  

I. Are you not to judge those inside the Church (12)  

1. ‘Remove the wicked one from among you’ (Deut 13:5)  
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Chapter 6 
6:1-11 

A. Lawsuits among believers settled among saints (1)  

1. We will judge world (2)  

2. Then we are competent to judge civil matters between one another  

3. We will judge angels (3)  

B. This is written to their shame (5; contra 4:14) 

C. Is there not a ‘wise’ man among them (5) 

D. Lawsuit itself is evidence that you’ve been defeated (7) 

1. Even as Jesus did; and His example (1 Pet 2:23) 

E. These are the things the wicked do: but they will not inherit the Kingdom of God 
(9-10) 

1. Unrighteous/wicked/unjust (9) are those who wrong others (8) 

2. List includes more than just those who are sexually immoral 

3. Same list as in ch 5:10-11 with 4 new terms added (emphasize sins in 
which self-gratification and disregard for other’s rights dominate) 

a. ‘porneia’ (same as in 5:10-11): general term for sexual immorality 

b. Idolaters 

c. Adulterers:  

d. Male prostitutes: refers to the passive partner in a same sex affair  

e. Homosexuals: general term for homosexual; when used with 
malakoi it refers to the active partner in a same sex affair  

f. Thieves: fitting in a passage that discusses lawsuits  

g. Covetous, drunkards, revilers, and swindlers: (same as in 5:10-11) 

4. The use of nouns clarifies that Paul is referencing people whose way of 
life is characterized by such sins to the point that they can be described 
as such; not persons who temporarily lapse into such sins   

F. What we were; (11) 

1. Therefore, it is possible for such persons to be saved!  

2. Thus, they should stop suing each other  

G. We were washed, sanctified, justified (11)  

1. Washed: baptism?  

2. Sanctified: ‘to be made holy’ 
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3. Justified: ‘to be declared righteous’  

6:12-20 

A. ‘Everything is permissible’ (12) (Most translations place this in quotes) 

1. Even if this were true, not everything is beneficial  

2. Even if this were true, I will not be mastered by anything 

a. Lit.; ‘brought under the power of” 

B. ‘Food for the stomach and the stomach for food’ (13)  

1. True, but does not mean sex for the body and the body for sex 

2. Sex affects the person and not just the body 

3. Paul explains that though the stomach was made for food, this does not 
mean that the body was made for immorality  

C. Members of Christ himself (15-17) 

1. Bodies are members of Christ Himself (15)  

2. Sexual relations with a prostitute unite the body of Christ with a 
prostitute (16) 

3. Therefore, flee sexual immorality (18) 

a. Porneia: all forms of sexual immorality 

4. Every other sin is outside the body  

D. Your (pl) body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit (19; cf 3:16-17)  

1. i.e., it is holy, therefore treat as holy 

E. Not your own; bought as a price (20)  



1
st
 Corinthians 

 

 11 

Chapter 7 

7:1-7 Asceticism within marriage 

A. ‘Now concerning the matters you wrote about’ (1; 8:1; 12:1; 16:1)   

B. ‘It is good for a man not to marry’ (several translations have this in quotes) 

C. But, each man and woman should have own spouse (2) 

1. Within marriage ascetic practices are not appropriate (3)  

2. Each person in a marriage does not have authority over his/her own body 
(4) 

3. Therefore, stop depriving one another (5) 

D. Except for a brief time for a mutually agreed upon period of prayer (5) 

1. Even this Paul notes: ‘I give this as a concession’ (6) 

E. I wish that all men were as I (7) 

1. Paul is currently single 

2. Singleness has the advantage of being able to devote more time to 
spiritual matters 

3. But this is only advantageous for those who ‘have the gift’ (7) 

4. Therefore, unmarried and widows should marry if they don’t have the gift 

7:8-9  To the Widowers  

A. ‘Unmarried and widows’ (8) 

1. Unmarried men (masc); unmarried women/widows (fem) 

a. 2 terms likely complement one another and refer to men and 
women who were previously married  

b. 7:25-38 address those who have never married 

B. Paul concedes that it is good for them to remain unmarried (8) 

C. But if they ‘do not’ (some translations render ‘cannot’) have self-control (9) 

1. Then let them remarry  

7:10-16  To the Married  

A. ‘Not I, but the Lord’ (10) 

1. Something Jesus said during His earthly ministry (cf Mark 10:1-12; Matt 
5:31-32; 19:1-12)  

2. Wife is not to seek divorce (10) 

a. If she does leave, she is to remain unmarried  
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b. This leaves open the possibility for reconciliation  

3. Husband is not to divorce his wife (11) 

B. ‘I, not the Lord’ (12; cf 7:25, 40) 

1. Something Jesus did not address, but Paul is addressing under Inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit 

C. Mixed marriage (believer with an unbeliever) (12-16) 

1. Likely result of the Gospel coming to Corinth; many convert but their 
spouses did not  

D. If the unbelieving spouse agrees to remain, then the believer should agree to 
remain (12-13) 

1. Reasons: unbelieving spouse is sanctified (14) 

2. Sanctified relates to the blessings given to one who is saved; and thereby 
are experienced by the rest of the family  

E. If the unbelieving spouse leaves: allow them to do so (15) 

1. Principle: maintain peace at all times (15; Rom 12:17, 18) 

2. No one knows if they will convert the spouse (16) 

7:17-24 

A. Each should remain in the situation he was in when God called him (17, 20, 24) 

1. Illustrated first with a reference to circumcision (18-19)  

2. Then with a reference to slavery (21-23) 

a. Paul does add an exception clause here: ‘if you can be free, do so’  

7:25-38 Those who have not married 

A. Now concerning virgins; young person of marriageable age (25) 

B. Principle continues: remain as you are (26-27) 

1. Neither marriage or singleness is wrong  

2. Thus, if you should marry you have not sinned (28) 

C. Paul now adds 2 new reasons for his advice 

1. ‘Because of the present crisis’ (26; 29-31) 

2. Many troubles in this life (28; 32-35) 

3. Paul’s recommendations (26, 35) 

a. Paul’s primary concerns are to promote what is ‘proper’ or 
‘seemly’; and to secure constant devotion to the Lord (35) 

b. In doing so, Paul does not want to restrict anyone (35) 
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D. Man and a virgin (36-38) 

1. Though the NAS suggests that the man is her father, the context suggests 
that he is her fiancée 

2. Paul is then suggesting that engaged couples do not have to give in to the 
ascetic faction in the church; they may marry if they desire  

7:39-40 Widows 

A. Monogamous marriage is a life-long commitment (39) 

B. Widow can remarry; but he must belong to the Lord (39) 

C. ‘I too have the Spirit of God’ (40) 

1. A sarcastic reply to the Corinthians who claim that they were spiritually 
attune  
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1st Corinthians 

Chapter 8 

8:1-13 Foods sacrificed to idols 

A. ‘Now concerning foods sacrificed to idols (1)  

1. Most meat sold in the marketplace had been sacrificed at pagan temples 

B. ‘We all possess knowledge’ Another Corinthian slogan?  

1. Since the weaker brothers do not possess such knowledge (7), this term 
probably has in mind the ‘stronger’ brothers  

2. Knowledge without Love is useless (not knowledge is useless) 

a. Without love only ‘puffs up’ 

b. With Love edifies 

C. Knowledge cannot be separated from God (3)  

D. O.K. to eat such meat because the idol behind it does not exist! (4; Isa 44:6-20) 

1. Many ‘so-called gods’ (5) 

2. There is but one God (4, 6; Deut 6:4; 10:17)  

E. However, eating the meat is not o.k. if it causes a brother to stumble (7; Rom 
14:15-23) 

1. Meat itself is morally neutral (8)  

F. Therefore, concern for our brother is more important (9-13): Even though we 
have the ‘right’ to eat (9); it may be wrong for 3 reasons: 

1. If it leads a brother to sin—do what for them is not lawful, then we 
should abstain (10; Mark 9:42) 

2. If it damages the spiritual life of others (11) 

3. By doing so, it causes us to sin (12) 
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1st Corinthians 

Chapter 9 

9:1-18 Rights of an Apostle 

A. Am I not free (1) 

B. Am I not an Apostle? (1)  

1. Have I not seen Jesus? (Acts 9:1-6) 

2. My body bears the marks of an Apostle (2 Cor 11:22-29) 

3. I’ve done Miracles, Wonders and Signs (2 Cor 12:12) 

4. They are the product and therefore the proof of Paul’s apostolic authority 
(1-2)  

C. Charge stems from the fact that Paul has not charging them? (2-3; cf 2 Cor 11:7)  

1. The wealthy patrons in Corinth probably preferred to pay Paul; but in 
return they expect Paul to give preference to them 

D. Paul’s defense (3) 

1. He has the right to food and drink (4) 

2. He has the right to take a wife (5) 

a. ‘We’ includes Barnabas  

b. Other apostle take along wives: Peter, James, Jude, et al (Mark 
6:3; Matt 13:55)  

c. He has the right not to work (6) 

E. Why Paul has a right to request pay for his work (a right he did not exercise) (7-
12): 5 arguments: 

1. Soldiers don’t serve at their own expense; farmers and shepherd eat the 
products of their labors (7)  

2. Scripture affirms it: ‘do not muzzle the oxen’ (8; cf Deut 25:4) 

3. If others have this right, then does not Paul, as the father of their spiritual 
lives, all the more (12) 

4. Those who work at the Temple eat the food of the temple (13) 

5. Lord commanded that those who proclaim the Gospel should earn their 
living from the Gospel (14; cf Luke 10:7)  

F. I did not use any of these rights (12, 15) 

1. I won’t use these rights if it will hinder my preaching of the Gospel 

2. Paul wants to avoid any hint that he has impure motives (cf 2 Cor 2:17) 



1
st
 Corinthians 

 

 16 

3. Paul would rather die than be deprived of his boast (15) 

a. ‘Boast’: having pride in what the Lord has done  

b. Paul cannot boast in his preaching because God has placed an 
irresistible call to preach on him (16) 

4. Where then does Paul get his reward? (18) 

a. From preaching for free  

9:19-27  

A. Paul’s goal: To win or save as many as possible 

1. To all (19) 

a. In order that I might win the more  

2. The Jews (20) 

a. In order that I might win Jews  

3. Those under the law (20); i.e., Gentile converts and proselytes to Judaism 

a. In order that I might win those under the law  

4. Those without the law (21): Gentiles 

a. In order that I might win those who are without the law 

5. The weak (22): Christians who are weak  

a. In order that I might win the weak (i.e., to a more mature form of 
faith) 

6. I became all things to all men, (22)  

a. In order that I might save some 

B. Paul does all things for the sake of the Gospel (23) 

C. All run the race: only one gets the prize (24-27; cf 2 Tim 4:7) 

1. Only one receives the first place ‘prize’ (24) 

2. Run in such a way as to win the prize (24); lest you should be disqualified 
(27) 

3. Exercise self control and strict training (27) 
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Chapter 10 

10:1-13 

A. For, I do not want you to be unaware (1) 

1. He reminds them of Israel’s history  

B. Parallel with the Jews in the wilderness and the Corinthian Christians 

1. Jews demanded meat from Moses (Exod 16:3; Num 11:4) 

C. Jews were privileged in the past (Note: All: 1, 2, 3): 4 blessings 

1. Guided by God (1; Exod 13:21-22) 

2. Crossed the Red Sea (1, 2; Exod 14:22-29) 

3. Ate spiritual food (manna) (3; Exod 16:4, 35) 

4. Drank spiritual drink (4; Exod 17:6; Num 20:11)  

D. However, God was not pleased with most of them (5); some of them (7, 9, 10): 4 
sins 

1. Idolatry (7; cf Exod 32:6) 

2. Immorality (8; cf Num 25:1-5) 

3. Tried/tested the Lord (9; cf Num 21:4-9) 

4. Grumbled (10; cf Num 11:1; 14:26-35; 16:41-50) 

E. Happened as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they 
did (6)  

1. Don’t be idolaters 

2. Don’t be sexually immoral  

3. Don’t test the Lord  

4. Do not grumble  

F. Examples and written as warnings for us (11) 

G. Therefore, Let the one who thinks he stands take heed/be careful (12) 

H. Do not be presumptuous and conclude that we are exempt from such; or that 
we can overcome temptation to sin as they did on our own (13) 

1. Instead, God is faithful 

2. Not be tempted beyond our limits 

3. Always provides a way out (Matt 6:9-12) 

4. Thus, even if we are in similar circumstances we may always take comfort 
in the fact that God will provide a way of escape  
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10:14-22 

A. Therefore/for this reason, Flee from idol worship (14) 

1. Paul likely has in mind the eating of meat at the pagan ceremonies 

2. Sexual immorality often accompanied such ceremonies (cf 10:7) 

B. Paul draws a comparison/contrast with communion (16-17)  

1. Eating communion is partaking in the body of Christ 

2. And, eating the sacrifices of Israel is partaking in the altar of Israel (18) 

3. Then, partaking in pagan festivals is to eat with demons (20) 

a. Idols may be nothing (19) 

b. Gods behind them are demonic (cf Gal 4:8; Deut 32:17) 

10:23-11:1 

A. ‘Everything is permissible’ (23; cf 6:12)  

B. ‘Nobody should seek his own good, but the good of others’ (24) 

C. Eating meat sold at the meat market (25-26) 

1. Do so without asking questions 

2. ‘Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ (26; Ps 24:1)  

D. Eating meat in someone’s home (27-30) 

1. Okay; one can eat without asking questions (27)  

2. If someone objects or raises the issue, then the believer must question 
the appropriateness  

a. Such a question would have been raised by a ‘weaker’ Christian 
(8:7) 

b. Not raised for one’s own conscience but that of the other (29) 

c. However, the weaker brother should not judge the stronger 
brother based on his own standards (30) 

E. Conclusion (31-11:1): twin principles of freedom and restraint  

1. Do all to the glory of God (31) 

2. Goal is to offend as few as possible (32) 

3. And to save as many as possible (33) 

4. Be imitators of Paul (1) 
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Chapter 11 

11:2-16 

A. Praised for holding to the traditions/teachings (2) 

1. Appeal to tradition opens and closes this section (cf 11:16) 

2. Another ‘Yes, but’ argument: he praises them but . . . 

B. God-Christ-Man-Woman (3) 

1. Woman and man?; or wife and husband? (NRS) 

a. When paired in Paul’s writing they always mean ‘husband and 
wife’ 

b. Possible exception is 1 Tim 2:8-15 

C. Head (Gk Kephale) (3) 

1. Means: physical head; though it can refer figuratively in the sense of 
‘source or origin’; or ‘authority’   

a. Paul seems to have ‘origin’ in mind in verses 8-9, 12 (cf Eph 4:15; 
1:22) 

b. Paul seems to have ‘authority’ in mind in verse 10 (cf Eph 5:22-24) 

2. In 4-5 Paul uses kephale first in reference to the physical head and 
secondly figuratively in terms of ‘authority’ or ‘origin’  

3. Historically the church has understood ‘head’ as ‘authority’  

a. If ‘head’ means ‘source’ then what of God as the ‘source’ of 
Christ?  

D. Man who prays or prophesies with his head covered  

1. Having his head covered: may refer to either long hair or a head covering  

2. In 14-15 Paul is talking about long hair; so has he been doing so all along?  

3. Head covering may allude to the Roman pagan practice of priests who 
pull up their togas while performing religious duties  

E. Dishonors his head (4)  

1. i.e., Christ 

2. 2 Cor 3:13-18 

F. Woman who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head 
(5)  

1. Women can pray or prophesy (Joel 2:28; Acts 2:17) 
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2. If this is long hair then Paul may refer to having their hair kept up instead 
of long and flowing—which was a sign of loose morals  

a. That hair length is in view is supported by 11:14-15 

3. It could be that they were wearing their hair too short: associating them 
with a convicted adulteress in Jewish circles or with the masculine 
partner in a lesbian relationship  

4. If Paul has a head-covering in mind then he wants the women to wear a 
shawl as Greek women did during pagan worship  

5. Woman and man are not independent of one another (11, 12) 

6. If such women were going to disgrace herself then she might as well as 
go all the way and become bald (5-6) 

G. Man ought not to have his head covered (7) 

1. He is the ‘image and glory’ of God  

H. Her head should be covered because (8) 

1. Glory of man (8) 

2. Woman made for man (9) 

a. Note: does not say that woman is the image and glory of man 

b. Woman is only the glory of man because she, also, is the image of 
God (Gen 1:26, 27) 

c. Idea here is that woman was made for mankind—helper  

d. Do not cover the glory of God (i.e., man’s head) 

e. Do cover the glory of man (i.e., woman’s head) (11) 

I. Argument grounded from appeal to creation (8-9) 

1. Adam was made first (8) 

2. Woman created to be a helper to man and not vice versa  

J. Women ought to have a symbol (lit. authority) on their head (10) 

1. No word for ‘sign/symbol’ used here 

2. Blomberg notes that every other occurrence of this phrase it means ‘to 
have control over’ (Matt 9:6; Mark 2:10; Luke 5:24; Rev 11:6; 14:18; 16:9; 
20:6) 

a. He suggests, ‘this suggests a translation more along the lines of 
‘for this reason . . . a wife should exercise control over her head 
[i.e., keep the appropriate covering on it]’ (Blomberg, 212) 

K. Husbands and wives are mutually dependent (11-12) 



1
st
 Corinthians 

 

 21 

L. Is it not proper? (13) 

1. ‘Judge for yourselves’  

M. Nature: man has long hair it is a disgrace; woman it is her glory (14) 

1. Does Paul mean by nature: ‘the way God made it’; or ‘what cultures have 
established as the norm—nature in the sense of what is habit’?  

2. Some men did have long hair  

a. Nazarites allowed hair to grow long 

b. Spartan men had shoulder length hair  

N. Hair is a covering (15) 

O. There is no other practice in the Church (16) 

11:17-34 Lord’s Supper 

A. No Praise for you (17) 

B. Divisions: Rich and poor? (22) 

1. Minority are rich (1:26) 

2. Rich apparently arrived first and filled the smaller ‘dining room’ area 

3. Poor, who had to work on a Sunday arrived later, were forced to sit in 
outer rooms  

4. Done to show which has ‘approval’ (19) 

5. Rich eating and getting drunk at the meal and the poor were not 
permitted to eat 

6. Result is that the poor are shamed (22)  

C. Result is that the rich were well fed and drunk; while the poor were still hungry 
(21) 

1. Thus, this is not the ‘Lord’s Supper’ (20) 

2. Lit. ‘they are eating their own supper (21) 

3. Such behavior may be acceptable in their own homes (22) 

D. Received ‘from the Lord’ I passed on to you (23) 

1. Received and delivered are technical terms for passing on sacred tradition  

2. From the Lord would then mean that something Jesus spoke while alive 
and was transmitted to Paul (not necessarily from Jesus Himself)  

E. Jesus leads the disciples in a Passover meal (24-26) 

1. When he had given thanks (24) (Gk. Eucharistesas)  

2. He broke the bread and distributes it  
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3. The use of ‘cup’ instead of ‘wine’ is because ‘cup’ has OT associations of 
suffering (25; Ps 75:18; 51:17; Mark 10:38) 

4. ‘New Covenant’ (Jer 31:31-34)   

F. ‘Do this in remembrance of me’ (24-25) 

G. Whenever you eat—proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes (26) 

1. To eat unworthily—guilt of sinning against the body and blood of our 
Lord (27) 

a. It was the act of eating that was done unworthily; not the persons  

b. Specifically they were eating without consideration of others 

c. Instead, they should eat and drink with moderation and sharing 
with others  

H. That is why many among you are weak and sick and some are dead! 

1. Weak and sick are synonyms for physical illness  

2. Sleep is a common euphemism for ‘dead’ (Mark 5:39; John 11:11-14) 

I. Therefore, examine oneself (28)   

1. Judge the ‘Body’ (29) probably refers to the body of Christ, the Church  

2. Thus, if their behavior towards other is appropriate then eat  

J. If we are judged it is so that we are not condemned (32) 

1. God disciplines those He loves (Heb 12:5-11) 

K. Wait for each other (33) 
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Chapter 12 
12:1-6 

A. Now about ‘spiritual men/things’? (1) 

1. Same word used in 2:15; 3:1 for spiritual people 

2. Used in 14:1 for spiritual things  

B. First issue: source of the spiritual gift 

1. When you were pagans you followed mute idols (2)  

2. Thus, one must discern which spirit spoke! 

3. Test: what was its message 

C. Jesus is anathema (3) 

1. Many may have done so when they were following idolatry 

D. Jesus is Lord! (cf Rom 10:9-10)  

1. Only those indwelt by the Spirit can proclaim such  

2. Lord is the English equivalent of Yahweh: God’s most sacred name 

3. Isa 45:5, 6 

E. Trinitarian formula (4-6)  

1. Varieties of Gifts—Same Spirit (4) 

a. Spirit is the giver of gifts (cf Heb 2:4)  

2. Varieties of Service—Same Lord (5) 

a. Service was exemplified by Christ  

3. Varieties of working—Same God (6) 

a. It is ‘God who works in you’ (Phil 2:13) 

12:7-11 Nature of Spiritual Gifts 

A. Manifestation of the Spirit given to each one (7) 

B. For the common Good (7) 

1. i.e., To edify the Church (cf 12:11; Eph 4:11-13)  

C. Given according to the Will of the Holy Spirit (11) 

D. Gifts of speaking (8) 

1. ‘Word of wisdom’: ability to speak with spiritual insight into a 
circumstance   

2. ‘Word of knowledge’: knowledge is usually applied to information and 
understanding; whereas, wisdom is applied to living (Cf 13:2)  
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E. Gifts of deeds (9-10)  

1. ‘Faith’(9): often associated with God’s miraculous abilities  

1. ‘Healings’: supernatural cures of illnesses  

2. ‘Working of miracles’ (10)  

3. ‘Prophecy’: predominate characteristic of prophecy was to exhort God’s 
people in accord with God’s revelation; only secondarily was the prophet 
concerned with the future—and even then the prophet was more 
concerned with the present response of the people to that which was 
revealed about the future  

a. Note: Paul’s stress on the present edification of everyone as a 
result of the prophets declaration (14:31) 

4. ‘Distinguishing of spirits’: ability to discern between true and false 
prophets and spirits  

F. Gifts of speaking (10) 

1. ‘Various kinds of tongues’  

2. ‘Interpretation of tongues’ 

G. All distributed by the same Spirit (11)  

12:12-26 

A. All parts of the body form one Body (12)  

1. Baptized by/in one Spirit (13) 

B. All of the parts serve important functions within the body (15-20)  

C. Those parts that seem lesser are equally important in the overall function of the 
body (21-22)  

D. Therefore, the nature of the gift of each individual is irrelevant to the 
importance of that member (22-23) 

E. Therefore we must deem those ‘less honorable’ as ‘more honorable’ (23-24) 

1. Paul seems to have in mind the more visible versus the less visible  

F. The result is not divisions (25)  

G. If one suffers then all suffer (26) 

12:27-31 

A. God has appointed (11; Holy Spirit) 
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Chapter 13 

12:31-13:13 More Excellent Way! 

A. More excellent way (31) 

B. Way of Love  

1. Love is the first of the Fruits of the Spirit—superior to the Gifts to the 
Spirit 

2. Purpose of the gifts is the edification of the Church (i.e., common good) 

3. Love seeks the interest of others (cf 13:5)  

4. Therefore, if the gifts are not used to benefit others (i.e., in Love), they 
are of no value 

C. Gift of tongues but no Love—resounding gong or clanging cymbal (1) 

D. Gift of prophecy, fathom all mysteries, (gift of) knowledge, (gift of) faith, but no 
Love, then I am nothing (2) 

E. Give all to poor, surrender body to the flames, but have no Love, I gain nothing 
(3)  

F. Love is (4-8): 

1. Patient:  fruit of the Spirit—accepts what comes 

2. Kind:  fruit of the Spirit—act towards others 

3. Does not envy:  closely associated with coveting and jealousy 

4. Does not boast:  empty bragging 

5. Is not proud:  attitude associated with empty bragging 

6. Is not rude:  acting unbecomingly 

7. Is not self-seeking:  i.e., own interests (Phil 2:3-11) 

8. Is not easily angered:  is not provoked to anger or contentiousness easily 

9. Keeps no record of wrongs:  not take into account wrongs suffered 

10. Does not delight in evil:  i.e., sees no glory in unrighteousness 

11. Rejoices with the Truth 

12. Always protects: bears all things; perhaps in the sense of covering things 
unworthy instead of exposing them 

13. Always trusts:  ready to believe the best  

14. Always hopes:  ready to give offender a 2nd chance 

15. Always perseveres:  remains steadfast despite circumstances 

16. Never fails:  it is eternal 
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G. Love never fails, but prophecy, tongues, and knowledge will not last forever (8-9) 

1. Thesis of 8-13 is that Love never fails  

2. Contra the spiritual gifts: they will cease  

H. When perfection comes, imperfect disappears (10)  

1. End of the Apostolic age?  

2. Completion of the N.T.? 

3. 2nd Coming? 

I. Then face to face (12) 

J. Faith, Hope, and Love: Love is the Greatest (13) 

1. Paul’s use of this triad: cf 1 Thess 1:3; 5:8; Col 1:4-5; Eph 1:15-18 

2. Love is the greatest because its eternal 
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Chapter 14 

14:1-25 

A. Follow the way of Love! (1) 

1. Cf 12:31: two themes: love and greater gifts  

B. Eagerly desire spiritual gifts: especially prophecy (1)  

1. Highest ranking gift besides Apostle (cf 12:28)  

2. Goal: Excel in gifts that build up the Church (12) 

C. One who speaks in tongues speaks to God (2): For, no one understands him  

D. Prophecy (3): Understood by all: All edified (4)  

E. Tongues (4): No one understands: Only speaker is edified 

F. Wishes that all prophesy; not that they all can (5)  

G. Rather that they speak by way of revelation, knowledge, prophecy, teaching (6) 

H. Excel in gifts that build up the Church (12) 

I. If you have the gift of tongues (13-19) 

1. Pray that you may interpret (13)  

2. For, without interpretation  

a. Others do not know what you are saying; and cannot affirm your 
words with an ‘amen’ (16) 

b. Others are not edified (17) 

J. Therefore, Paul concludes (19): 

1. Rather speak 5 intelligible words: Than 10,000(’s) words in a tongue 

K. Isa 28:10: ‘sav lasav sav lasav; kav lakav kav lakav’ (baby talk: Isaiah is mocking) 

L. Tongues are a sign for unbelievers (22) 

1. It is a sign for judgment, 271): thus, they conclude that you are mad  

M. Prophecy is a sign for us (22)  

N. Evidence of this: 

1. Unbeliever walks into a service and all are speaking in tongues; conclude: 
crazy (23) 

2. Unbeliever walks into a service and all are prophesying, convinced by all 
and worship God (24-25) 

3. Not that everyone will believe but that they have a greater likelihood of 
believing if the proclamation is intelligible  
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14:26-33 

A. Each one has (26) 

B. All gifts must be used in an orderly fashion for edification (26) 

C. Rules for using tongues in a service (27) 

1. 2 or 3 at the most 

2. One at a time  

3. Must be an interpreter 

a. If no interpreter, then he must keep quiet (28)  

b. Speak to himself and God  

D. Rules of using Prophecy in a service (29) 

1. 2 or 3 at the most 

2. Others pass judgment  

3. One at a time—orderly (30, 31) 

E. Prophesy: all may learn and be exhorted (31; cf 5) 

F. Spirit of the prophet is in the prophets control (32) 

G. God is a God of peace (33) 

H. This is the practice of all the churches (33)  

14:34-35 Role of Women 

A. Women should remain silent (34) 

1. Cannot be total silence (11:5) 

2. ‘keep silent’: same verb used in 28 and 30  

a. Command to silence in 28 and 30 relate to orderliness  

13:36-40  

A. The Word came to them and not from them (36)  

B. If one thinks himself spiritual, then they should easily recognize that Paul is 
speaking from the Lord (37-38)  

C. Desire prophesy (39) 

D. Do not forbid tongues (39) 

E. Everything is to be done in an orderly fashion (40)  
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Chapter 15 

15:1-11 

A. Remind you of the Gospel (1)  

1. Which they received  

a. ‘We preach and so you believed’ (11)  

2. Which they were saved (2) 

3. Hence, ‘of first importance’ (3)   

B. Delivered to you what I also received (3) 

1. Refers to the transmission of sacred tradition  

C. Paul answers them by reminding them of the oldest Christian creed (3-8)  

1. Paul probably received this creed about AD 33-35 

2. Basics of this creed are the Life/Death/Resurrection of Jesus 

D. Matter of 1st importance! (3)  

1. Christ died for our sins: according to the Scriptures (cf Isa 52:13-53:12) 

2. Buried (4)  

3. Raised on the 3rd day: according to the Scriptures (Cf Hos 6:2 ) 

4. Appeared to (Acts 1:3)  

a. Peter (Luke 24:34)  

b. To the twelve (John 20:19-23—though Judas and Thomas not 
present the group still viewed as a whole) 

c. Appeared to more than 500: most of whom are still living 

d. James  

e. All the Apostles (?: John 20:24-29; Matt 28:16-20; Acts 1:1-11) 

f. Last- me (Acts 9:1-31) 

i. Untimely born; lit, ‘miscarriage’  

E. Paul, least of the apostles (9-11)  

1. Not worthy to be called an apostle  

2. Because I persecuted the church of God (Acts 8:1; 9:1-2) 

3. By the grace of God  

4. Labored more than all of them (10)  

F. Furthermore, this is what we preach and what you believed (11) 
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15:12-19 

A. In light of our preaching of the resurrection, how do some of you deny it? (12) 

B. If Resurrections do not occur: Christ has not been raised: but if this is true (13)  

1. Our preaching and your faith is useless (14)  

2. We are false witnesses (15) 

3. You are still in your sins (17)  

4. We are to be pitied more than all men (19)  

15:20-28 

A. Christ has been raised (20)  

1. Firstfruits from among the dead 

2. Just like:  

a. Death through a man: Adam (21; cf Rom 5:12-21) 

b. Resurrection through a man: Christ (21) 

3. Adam all die—all related to Adam (22)  

4. Christ all made alive—all related to Christ  

B. Each will rise in his own turn (23) 

1. Christ 1st 

2. Then, when He comes, Those who belong to Him 

C. Then comes the end (24)  

1. When He delivers up the Kingdom to the God and Father  

2. When He has abolished all rule and authority  

D. For he must reign (25)  

1. Until he puts all enemies under His feet (cf Heb 2:8; Psalm 8:6) 

15:29-34 

A. What will those do who are baptized for the dead (29) 

1. Paul does not affirm or deny such a practice but merely asserts that it is 
vain if there is no resurrection of the dead  

2. The Corinthians may have been doing such and Paul notes that their 
conduct is inconsistent with their denial of resurrections  

B. If resurrections don’t occur then why should he continue to face such opposition 
(30-32) 

1. Wild beasts at Ephesus? (32; 2 Cor 1:8-11) 
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C. If the dead are not raised: ‘Eat, drink and be merry’ (33; Isa 22:13; Eccl 2:24)  

1. Don’t be misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good character’ (33) 

2. Those who deny the resurrection are bad company  

15:35-49 

A. Someone may ask, if the dead are raised then what kind of body will they have? 
(35) 

1. You fool, this happens every day (36) 

2. Seed/grain of corn perishes (37)  

a. Grain did not die 

b. ‘Form’ in which it was sown died 

3. It comes to life as an ear of corn (new ‘Form’) 

B. Different kinds of bodies (39)  

1. Men, beasts, birds, and fish  

2. So why think that God cannot make resurrection bodies  

C. Heavenly bodies and earthly bodies differ (40) 

1. Difference between these is even greater than between different earthly 
bodies  

D. So also the resurrection body (42); The nature of our Resurrection bodies will be 
the same (i.e., the form it exists in now will die, but it will rise in a new form: 
Same body new form) 

1. Sown perishable  Raised imperishable (42) 

2. Sown dishonor  Raised glory (43) 

3. Sown weakness  Raised power 

4. Sown natural body      Raised spiritual (44: spirit dominated body) 

E. First Adam and last Adam (45) 

1. Adam: became a living soul (Gen 2:7) 

a. From the earth (47)  

2. Christ: became a life-giving spirit (one who conquered death and made 
our resurrection possible)  

a. From heaven (47) 

F. Natural is first (46)  

G. We bear the image of the earthly we will bear the image of the heavenly (49) 
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15:50-58 

A. Flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of God (50)  

1. ‘Flesh and blood’ idiom for mortal (cf Luke 24:39)  

B. A mystery (51)  

1. We will not all sleep/die  

2. We will all be changed/rise  

C. Happens (52): (at the return of Christ)  

1. In a moment  

2. In a twinkling of an eye  

3. At the last Trumpet 

a. Herald for the end (Joel 2:1; Zech 9:14; Matt 24:31; 1 Thess 
4:16; Rev 8-9)  

4. Dead will be raised  

5. We also will be changed  

D. Perishable must put on the imperishable; mortal must put on immortality (53) 

E. Death is swallowed up in victory (54; Isa 25:8)   

1. Death, where is your victory? (55; Hos 13:14)  

F. The Resurrection of Jesus represents His final victory over Death (57)  

G. Therefore, my beloved brothers, 

1. Steadfast  

2. Immovable 

3. Abounding in the work of the Lord  
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Chapter 16 

16:1-4 

A. Now about (1; 7:1; 8:1; 12:1)  

B. Take the collection for the saints on the 1st day of the week (2) 

1. Sunday; first known reference to weekly offerings as a part of worship (cf 
Acts 20:7) 

C. As he may prosper; i.e., in keeping with his income (2)  

D. I will send them with letters to Jerusalem (3) 

16:5-12  

A. Paul’s itinerary (5-9; cf Rom 15:14-33; 2 Cor 13:1-10; Eph 6:19-22; Col 4:7-9; Phil 
22) 

16:13-24 

A. Exhortation (13-14) 

1. Be on the alert (Mark 13:34-37)  

2. Stand firm in the faith 

3. Act like men  

4. Be strong 

5. Let all that you do be done in love  

B. Be subject to people who have devoted themselves for ministry to the saints (15-
16) 

C. Holy kiss (20)  

D. Greeting in my own hand (21) 

1. Customary to use an amanuensis (cf Gal 6:11; 2 Thess 3:17; Rom 16:22) 

E. Maranatha: Come O’ Lord  

 


