
1st Peter 

 

I. Author  

A. Peter 

1. One of the original 12 and member of the inner circle of 3 

2. Leader of the early Christian Church (Acts 1-12) 

3. Missionary to the Jews 

4. Dies in early AD 65; blamed for the fire in Rome 

II. Time and Place  

A. To: Christians throughout Northern Asia Minor: Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
Bithynia (1:1) 

1. Circular letter (cf Acts 15:23; Col 4:16) 

2. The letter suggests that they have come from a pagan background (1:14, 18; 
2:10, 25; 4:3-4)  

3. Peter portrays the people of God as Israel (2:4-10) 

a. Terms like ‘Jewish’ and ‘Gentile’ are not used as ethnic identifiers, but as 
the readers standing before God  

B. From: ‘Babylon’ (1 Pet 5:13) 

1. Common term for Rome in the early Church 

2. Refers to a city of great abominations (Rev 17, 18) 

C. Time: AD 62-64? 

1. They are suffering some form of persecution and scorn  

 

III. Purpose 

A.  Encourage them to live godly lives in the midst of persecution (5:12) 

1. So that the unbelievers may be won over by their good conduct (2:12) 

 

1:1-2 Salutation and Greeting  

A. Peter (1)  

B. To those in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia  

1. ‘Aliens’: suggests social ostracism (cf Gen 12:1-2) 
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2. Their behavior and failure to reflect social norms has placed them on the 
margins of society  

C. Chosen (1; Deut 7:6; 14:2; Isa 41:8-9; 49:7): story of Israel 

1. Apparent oxymoron: chosen yet aliens!  

D. Trinitarian formula (2): makes sense of the apparent contradiction of being chosen 
and aliens: 

1. Foreknowledge of God the Father  

a. Our present situation is the result of God’s will 

2. Sanctifying work of the Spirit 

a. The HS is the agent of God’s working 

3. That you may obey Jesus Christ (or, ‘because of the obedience and sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ’!)  

a. Purpose/Result: obedience 

 

1:3-12 Thanksgiving (Body Opening)  

A. According to His great mercy (3) 

1. OT: ‘lovingkindness’ (hsd): God’s kindness and generosity to those in need 

2. Thus, God responds to Israel’s pleas (Exod 2:23-25)  

B. God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (3) 

C. Born again (3; John 3:3, 7; cf ‘new creation’ Isa 65:17; 2 Cor 5:15)  

1. 3 results:  

a. Into a living hope 

i. Through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ   

b. To an inheritance (4) 

i. Builds on the promises to Abraham and Israel (Gen 12:7; Num 
26:53-56; Deut 26:1; Acts 13:19) 

c. For a salvation (5)  

D. Our inheritance can never ‘perish, spoil or fade’ (4) 

E. Rejoice in this even though you suffer for a little while now (6; Luke 6:22-23) 

1. The present time is one of both distress and grace  

2. But it is limited in its duration!  

F. Trials have come so that your faith can be refined and proven genuine (7)  
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G. At the Revelation of Jesus (7):  

1. Marks the end of the current trials!  

2. Then we will share in the ‘praise and glory and honor’ (Rom 5:3-5; Jas 1:2-3)  

H. Obtaining the salvation of your souls (9): this too happens when Jesus is revealed 

I. Former times are characterized by the prophets who looked into the person and 
time of the coming of the Messiah (10-11) 

1. Prophets predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow! (11) 

J. Now (12) 

1. Been announced to you through the preaching of the Gospel  

K. Through the Holy Spirit (12) 

1. Thus, the same Spirit that inspired the prophets who predicted all with regard to 
Jesus, has also inspired those who preached the gospel to you 

 

1:13-2:10 

1:13-21  

A. Therefore (13) 

1. Identifies a chain from God’s faithfulness (3-12) to a new way of living 

B. Fix your hope on the grace to come at the revelation of Jesus Christ (13; cf similar 
thought in Luke 12:35) 

1. Revelation 

2. Vindication is certain for the believer  

C. As children (14) 

1. I.e., those who have been given a new birth (cf 3) 

2. Do not be conformed to your former lusts (cf Rom 12:1-2) 

a. Lusts: insatiable craving; opposite of holiness  

b. This way of life is ‘futile’ (18); inherited from your fathers (18) 

c. To reject a way of life passed down from your fathers was to invite 
disaster and scorn—undermining society and was seen as nonconformist 
behavior 

3. Time of ignorance 

D. ‘Be holy’ (15; Lev 19) 

1. Like God (Num 15:40-41) 

a. Derives from our new status as children of God (being born anew) 
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b. Result is to imitate one’s father (image bearing)  

2. Because God is Holy’ (16) 

E. Since God is Holy, lives ‘your lives as strangers here in reverent fear’ (17) 

1. God will judge ‘each man’s work impartially’  

2. Impartially in that He is not swayed by rank or status (gender, ancestry, land, 
wealth, etc) 

F. The time of your stay  

1. References a stay in a place of exile  

G. Redeemed with the blood of the Christ (18-19)  

1. Redeemed derives from the OT and God’s liberating Israel from Egypt (Exod 6:6; 
15:13; Deut 7:8; Isa 43:1) 

2. Precious blood (Lev 17:11-14; cf 1 Pet 2:4, 6, 7) 

a. Precious blood means that it has divine approval 

b. Whereas, in the world’s eyes Jesus’ death was ignominious and shameful 

3. Unblemished Lamb  

H. Christ appeared ‘for your sake’ (20) 

I. Last times (20)  

 

1:22-2:3  

A. Since you have purified your souls (22) 

1. In obedience to the truth  

B. Then, love one another!  

C. God has given you a new birth (23) 

1. New birth is the grounds for the command to love one another  

D. The Power of the Word (1:22-2:3) 

1. Purified ‘by obeying the Truth’ 

2. Born again ‘through the living and enduring word of God’ (23) 

E. World and everything in it will perish, but the Word of the Lord is eternal (24, 25; Isa 
40:8) 

F. Therefore(2:1) 

1. Closely linked with 1:22-25  
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G. ‘Since’: ‘put aside’ (2:1)  

1. Malice 

2. Guile 

3. Hypocrisy 

4. Envy  

5. Slander  

H. Long for the ‘pure milk of the word’ (2:2) 

1. Like newborn babes: again association with new birth   

I. Grow in respect to salvation  

J. If you have tasted the kindness of the Lord (2:3; Ps 34:8) 

 

2:4-10   

A. Honor and shame 

1. Rejected by men but choice and precious in the sight of God (4)  

a. Question is the basis of determination of honor and shame: men or God?  

b. Peter accents  

i. Chosen by God (4) 

ii. Acceptable to God (5) 

iii. A people for God’s possession (9) 

iv. People of God (10)! 

c. Status in God’s community is a result of His grace!  

2. Response is belief or disbelief in Christ (7) 

a. Those who believe are honored (receive the precious value) (7); and will 
never be dishonored (6) 

b. Those who disbelieve have only stumbling and offense: they are like 
builders who reject the stone chosen by God (7-8)  

B. Rejected: (4, 7; used in Mark 8:31; 12:10; Matt 21:42; Luke 9:22; 17:25; 20:17 of 
Jesus’ passion) 

C. Stone builders rejected has become the corner stone (7: Ps 118:22)  

1. Cornerstone is the basis for construction of the whole building  
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2. Stone of stumbling and a rock of offense (8; Isa 8:14) 

a. Context of Isaiah is a warning against following the ways of the nations 
and thinking their thoughts lest YHWH become a stumbling and a trap  

D. 2 kinds of builders  

1. God: who is building a spiritual house (5)  

2. Those who reject the cornerstone  

E. Lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone (6; Isa 28:16) 

1. Isa 28 is an oracle of judgment that gives way to the promise of a new 
community; which is realized as God restores His people and institutes His rule  

2. Judaism read this messianically and looked to the messiah to build a new temple  

F. People of God are then described in terms of imitation of Jesus  

       Jesus         People of God  

1. 2:4  living stone  2:5  living stones 

2. 2:4 choice/elect 2:9 chosen/elect 

G. People of God described in terms designating Israel  

1. Constitute a ‘spiritual house’ (5)  

a. New Temple that accompanies the restoration of Israel  

2. Holy Priesthood (5)  

a. Purpose is to offer ‘spiritual sacrifices’  

i. Exemplified in holiness (cf 1:15) and love for one another (1:22)  

3. Chosen Race (9) see Isa 43:16-20  

4. Royal priesthood (9) see Exod 19:5-6 

a. Priests to the nations 

5. People for God’s own possession (9): cp Exod 19:5; Isa 43:21  

H. Responsibilities of the community: so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who called you! (9) 

1. So Israel was called to ‘declare His praise’ (Isa 43:21)  

I. Out of darkness into light (9); metaphor for conversion (Acts 26:18; Eph 5:8; 1 Thess 
5:5) 

1. Speaks of the restoration from exile (Isa 42:16) 

J. Result is a creation of a people who did not exist (10) see Hos 1:9; 2:1, 23 
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2:11-4:11  

2:11-12  

A. Aliens and strangers (11; cf Gen 23:4)  

B. Abstain from fleshly lusts (11) 

1. They are fleshly: life as it pertains to this world 

C. ‘Way of life; conduct’ (2:12; 3:1, 2, 16) 

1. Way of life is ‘good’ (2:12; 3:16); ‘chaste and respectful’ (3:1-2); ‘in Christ’ (3:16) 

2. As determined by God and not by the standards of this world (cp 2:4-10!) 

D. Among the Gentiles (12; cf Matt 5:16) 

1. In OT, Gentiles are those from whom Jews segregated themselves 

2. Life among the Gentiles assumes that one has not withdrawn  

E. Result: they may glorify the Father (cp Matt 5:16) 

1. Day of visitation: eschatological judgment (cf 1:5, 7, 13; 4:7, 14; 5:1) 

a. OT: ‘Day of the Lord’ (Isa 13:6-9; 34:8-12; Jer 46:9-12; Ezek 30:1-9; Obad 
15-18; Zeph 2:1-15; Acts 2:20; 1 Cor 1:8; 2 Pet 3:10)  

F. Slandered as evildoers (12)  

1. First explicit clue of hostility against Christians  

 

2:13-3:12 

2:13-17  

A. Submit yourselves (13)  

1. To every institution: kings or governors (13-14)  

2. Submit is qualified with 3 phrases: 

a. ‘For the Lord’s sake’ (13) 

i. ‘Lord’ immediately contrasts the emperor’s claims to being ‘lord’ 
(1:3)  

b. ‘As free men’ (16) 

i. ‘Free men’ were born that way (as opposed to ‘freed men’ and 
‘slaves’) 

c.  ‘As God’s slaves’ (16) 

B. Doing good’ (15, 20; 3:6, 17) 

1. Summarized as living by the will of God (4:2)  
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2. Doing good constitutes 4 things (17) 

a. Honor all men 

b. Love the brotherhood (cf 5:9) 

c. Fear God 

d. Honor the king  

 

2:18-20 

A. Be submissive (18) –same term as in 13 

1. With all respect: directed at God (1:17) 

2. ‘For the sake of one’s conscience toward God’ (19)  

B. Suffering for sin vs suffering for doing what is right (20) 

1. Latter is honorable in the sight of God!  

C. Harshly treated (20) 

D. Endure (20) 

 

2:21-25 

A. For this purpose (21)  

1. Context favors the courageous response to unjust suffering  

2. Suffering is a part of the calling! It is not an aberration 

B. Christ also suffered ‘leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps’ (21)  

1. Example/pattern: used of lines on a page that assist children learning to write 

2. Note: Peter uses ‘suffering’ and not death to associate the commonality of the 
people’s suffering with Jesus’ (cp 2:19, 20, 21, 23; 3:14, 17, 18; 4:1, 15, 19; 5:10) 

C. Jesus’ example is both exemplary and atoning (21-24) 

1. Emphasis on Jesus’ non-retaliation 

D. 4 relative clauses that illustrate how Christ was an example (21-24): Central is Isa 53  

1. Committed no sin; nor any deceit (22; Isa 53:9)  

a. Lamb unblemished (cf 1:19)  

2. Did not revile in return; nor utter threats (23; Isa 53:7)  

3. Bore our sins on the tree (24; Isa 53:4, 12; cf Deut 21:22-23; Acts 5:30) 

a. Only Jesus’ suffering is redemptive—i.e., in this manner his suffering is 
not exemplary (cf 3:18 ‘once for all’) 
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4. By his wounds we are healed (24; Isa 53:5)  

E. That we might die to sin and live to righteousness (24)  

1. By His wounds we are healed 

2. As a result of this healing, thus, we are able to live righteously 

3. Thus, it is not physical healing, but spiritual; a cleansing; a making holy 

F. You were straying sheep; now we have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian (25; 
1:14, 18; Isa 53:6) 

1. Shepherd: cf Ezek 34  

 

3:1-7   

A. In the same way (1) 

1. Refers to?  

a. Christ (2:21-25) 

b. Household slaves (2:18-20) 

c. All men (2:17) 

B. Wives submit to husbands  

1. Again does not mean to withdraw; but as an alternative to the exercise of power  

C. Disobedient to the word (1; cf 2:8; 3:20; 4:17) 

D. Won without a word:  

1. Priority of lifestyle over words (cf 3:1-2; cf 1:15, 17, 18; 2:12; 3:16) 

E. They observe your behavior/conduct (2; cf 1:12-21) 

1. Chaste;  

2. Respectful  

3. Lit. ‘reverent fear’: something that is directed to God alone (1:15-17) 

F. Adornment not in: (3) 

1. In the ancient world adornment/clothing was a sign of status: a person was their 
clothing 

2. Braided hair, gold, and fine clothing conveyed a lack of self control, immodesty; 
(contravening 2:1)  

G. But: be the inner person of the heart (3-4) 

1. ‘Gentle and quiet spirit’ 

2. Such a person is ‘precious in the sight of God’!  
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H. Examples from women in former times (5-6)  

1. Sarah called Abraham ‘lord’ (6) 

2. Gen 12:11-20 (also Gen 20) presents Abr and Sarah as ‘aliens’; and Abr 
disrespects her and treats her unjustly and places her in harm’s way 

a. Peter seems to suggest that Sarah relied on God to intervene rather than 
fearing what might happen 

b. Cp 2:23!  

I. ‘Likewise’ Husbands (7) 

1. Word for wife is not used; instead a more general term for women 

2. Probably indicates that the address to men is in regard to women in general—or 
perhaps women within his extended family 

J. Instructions to men/husbands: 2 participial phrases:  

1. Live with them in an understanding way as weaker vessel 

a. Since she is, then she must be given honor (this is to turn upside the 
culture's ethic) 

2. Grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life 

K. So that your prayers may not be hindered  

1. God’s justice is towards the marginalized; failure to adopt this ethic is 
disobedience  

2. To fail to apply God’s ethic results in unanswered prayers  

 

3:8-12  

A. ‘To sum up’; ‘finally’ (8) 

B. Nature/disposition of believers 

1. Harmonious 

2. Sympathetic: proclivity toward acts of mercy; particularly towards the weak or 
distressed 

3. Brotherly love 

4. Kindhearted: tenderhearted, compassionate  

5. Humble in spirit: most in contrast with Roman standards: humility is associated 
with persons of low status   
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C. Disposition toward others (9)  

1. Not returning evil for evil  

a. Reflects Jesus’ ethic of love your enemies (Luke 6:27-28)  

2. Nor insult for insult  

a. Do not concern oneself with preserving one’s status and reputation  

3. Giving a blessing instead 

D. For/because (9b): this you were called  

1. In order that you might inherit a blessing 

2. The previous attributes are characteristic of those who will inherit a blessing  

E. Supported by reference to Ps 34:13-17  

1. A Psalm of the suffering righteous 

F. The Lord attends to the righteous and opposes the wicked (12) 

 

3:13-4:11 

3:13-17 

A. Who is going to harm you (13) 

1. Contemporary suffering cannot be confused with eternal harm (Luke 12:4-5)  

B. Zealous for what is good 

C. Even if you should suffer (14, 17) 

1. ‘Should suffer’: may express that not everyone at this time was necessarily going 
to suffer actual persecution 

2. Suffering is the lot of the righteous 

3. Failing to conform to societal standards will invite scorn and opposition 

D. You are blessed (14, 17) 

1. God’s view! What matters is how God views one’s conduct  

2. Better to suffer now for doing good  

3. Than for doing what is evil (17) 

a. Eternal consequences  

b. They will be put to shame (16)  

E. Do not fear their intimidation (14; Isa 8:12, 13)  

1. Reverence/fear: is due to God alone (15-16) 
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2. Isa 8:12-13: Isaiah identifies Assyria as a tool of God; therefore, there is no need 
to fear them 

F. Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts (15) 

1.  ‘Sanctify’: acknowledging who YHWH is! (Here applied to Christ)  

a. Cf. Matt 6:9; Luke 11:2: used of the Father 

b. Cf Ezek 36:16-32 (esp 23): God will sanctify His great name ‘among’ (or 
through) you!  

2. Thus, the call to holiness in the people of God (cf 1:15-16) 

a. This is the means by which God is making Himself known and His Name is 
being sanctified!  

3. Begins by ‘sanctifying Christ as Lord’  

G. Readiness to witness in gentleness and reverence/fear of God (15-16) 

1. Defense/Apologetic (15) 

2. Defense is the story of the way of life of Christ and the people of God: that is, the 
way of suffering and vindication 

3. Gentleness/meekness: the quality of not being overly impressed by one’s self 
importance 

4. Reverence/fear: attitude toward God  

H. Maintaining a good conscience (16)  

1. Tied to ‘good behavior’  

2. Heart/Conscience/Behavior: reflect ‘inner feelings/loyalties’, ‘moral awareness’, 
‘conduct’:  

 

3:18-22 

A. Christ also died for sins once for all (18; cf 1 Tim 3:16)  

1. Christ is the model of our behavior 

B. Christ was put to death in the flesh, made alive in the Spirit (18, 21) 

1. Resurrection is the ultimate vindication of the people of God  

2. Resurrection is associated with Israel’s triumph over its enemies; God vindicates 
His people who suffered unjustly 

3. Resurrection is the establishment of divine justice  
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C. Proclamation to the Spirits in prison (19): 3 views 

- 4 key questions: where did Christ go; When did He go; To whom did He 
speak; What did He say; the 3 views answer the When did He preach 
question: 

1. Pre-incarnate Christ preached repentance through Noah (I.e., Noah preached 
and Christ was the source of His preaching) to the people of Noah’s generation: 
Disembodied spirits of Noah’s contemporaries who perished in the flood 

a. View does accord with 1:11 in which the Spirit of Christ preached through 
the Prophets 

2. Christ descended into hell and preached to the souls in hell during the 3 days He 
was in the tomb (harrowing of Hell) 

a. In what sense then was He ‘made alive in the Spirit’;  

3. Christ’s proclamation following His resurrection as He ascended to take His place 
as Ruler  

D. ‘In which also’ (19) 

E. Who once were disobedient (20) 

1. ‘The spirits’ could refer to either souls of the dead or angels/demons 

F. They are fallen angels (cf Gen 6:1-6; 1 Enoch 12-16)  

1. The message Christ preached to them is the confirmation of His victory (first 
announced in the flood) 

 

G. Baptism now saves you (21) 

Compare 3:20-21 

a few    you 

were saved  baptism now saves 

through water  through the resurrection  

 

1. Thus, Peter says: ‘baptism now saves you through the resurrection’  

H. Not the removal of dirt, but (alla) appeal to God for a good conscience 

1. Baptism is an appeal/pledge to a good conscience 

2. Baptism does not remove moral filth but is a pledge to live in relationship with 
God  

I. Who is at the right hand of God (22) 

1. Ascension of Jesus  
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4:1-6 
A. Since Christ suffered in the flesh (1) 

B. He who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin  

1. Their willingness to suffer for doing right evidences their willingness to be done 
with sin 

C. Previously they lived out the desires of the Gentiles (3): all terms express a lack of 
self-control 

1. Sensuality: any behavior lacking moral restraint; particularly sexual acts  

2. Lusts: all human impulses that tend toward immorality; here it includes excessive 
indulgence in sex or other acts of gratification 

3. Drunkenness: excessive drinking 

4. Carousals: excessive eating  

5. Drinking parties  

6. Abominable idolatries  

D. They are surprised (4) 

1. Family members who break from their family traditions for a new religion show 
an appaling lack of concern for familial responsibilities 

E. They malign you  

F. They shall give an account (5) 

1. Living and the dead: all people  

G. Gospel is preached to those who are dead (4:6)  

1. They are persons who had the gospel preached to them and who have since 
died? 

2. ‘For this purpose’ suggests that since God will judge everyone (4:5) the Gospel 
was preached to the dead; that is, preaching the gospel is a means of preparing 
them for the day of judgment  

 

4:7-11 

A. End of all things is at hand (7) 

1. End can mean ‘goal’ 

2. At hand (cf Mark 1:15) 

a. Greek allows for ‘already come’ or ‘imminent’ 
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B. Be of sound judgment and sober spirit (7) 

1. Sober is the opposite of drunkenness (cf 4:3) 

2. So that you can pray 

3 parallel phrases: (8-10) 

C. Keep fervent in love for one another (8; 1:22) 

D. Be hospitable to one another (9) 

E. Serving one another (10) 

1. Each one has a gift that is to be used in service of one another  

F. God is the source and model (11)  

G. God may be glorified through Jesus Christ  

 

4:12-5:11 

Large number of imperatives/commands: 

Do not be surprised (12) 

Rejoice (13) 

Let none suffer as a wrongdoer (15) 

Do not be ashamed (16) 

Glorify God (16) 

Let sufferers entrust themselves (19) 

Shepherd the flock (5:2) 

Be subject (5:5) 

Clothe yourselves with humility (5:5) 

Humbles yourselves (5:6) 

Be of sober spirit (5:8) 

Be on the alert (5:8) 

Resist him (5:9) 

 

4:12-19 Suffering in an eschatological perspective 

A. Don’t be surprised at your suffering (12) 

1. Suffering is for those who follow Christ (Matt 10:25; Mark 8:34; Acts 14:22; 1 
Thess 3:3; 1 John 3:13) 
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2. Suffering is necessary and noble (Mark 13:13; Acts 5:41; 9:16; 21:13) 

3. God is sovereign  

B. Share the sufferings of Christ (13) 

C. Occasion for joy (13)  

D. If reviled for the Name of Christ: You are blessed (14) 

1. Blessed are the persecuted (Matt 5:10-12; Luke 6:22) 

2. Blessed: because Spirit of Glory and God rests on you (cf Isa 11; Luke 12:11-12; 
Acts 4:1-6; 7:51) 

E. Revelation of His glory 

1. Glory is linked with the return from exile (Isa 4:2; 35:1-2; 40:5; 60:1-2) 

F. But, not blessed if we suffer as: 

1. Murderer, thief, or evildoer 

2. Meddler: one who meddles in things that do not concern him/her 

G. But, suffer as a Christian (16) 

H. Do not be ashamed (16) 

1. Suffering is in the form of shame; social ostracizing 

2. By standing firm they bring glory to God  

3. To be ashamed is to deny one’s faith/ apostasy (Mark 8:34-38; 2 Tim 1:8, 12, 16) 

I. Not being ashamed gives way to glorifying God (16)  

J. Because: it is time for judgment to begin with the house of God (17) 

1. House: the Church (2:5)  

2. Contrast between ‘us’ (17) ‘the righteous’ (18) and those who do not obey (17) 
the ‘godless’ (18) 

3. Judgment on the righteous begins now: during their lives 

a. Righteous is saved with difficulty (Cp Difficult times: Matt 24:21-22) 

b. Therefore, how bad will it be for the godless!  

4. Therefore, it is better to suffer for a little while now than for eternity! 

K. Therefore (19): those who suffer according to the will of God: entrust themselves to 
Him in doing what is right  

1. This is the correct response to suffering: doing what is right—i.e., do the very 
things that are causing our pain 

2. Example is Christ (2:21-24) 
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5:1-5 

Addresses 3 groups: 

1) Elders 1-2  Like shepherds, tend the flock of God 

2) Younger people Subordinate yourselves  

3) Everyone  Clothe yourselves in humility  

A. Therefore (1) 

1. Relates also 4:12-19 by drawing out its implications in terms of the household of 
faith 

B. To the Elders (1-3; cf Paul’s closing words to the Ephesian elders Acts 20:17-36) 

1. Shepherd the flock of God (2; John 21:13-17; Ezek 34; Jer 23:1-4) 

a. Not under compulsion but voluntarily 

b. Not for sordid gain but with eagerness (cf Matt 6:24; Luke 16:13; Act 
20:33; 1 Tim 3:3, 8) 

1) Giving was a means of establishing indebtedness 

c. Not as lording it over them, but being examples (3; 2:22-24) 

2. When Christ (the ‘Chief Shepherd’) returns they will receive ‘Crown of Glory’ (4) 

C. Young men  

1. Be submissive to those who are older (5) 

D. Everyone 

1. Clothe yourselves with all humility (5) 

a. What one wore was an indicator of one’s social status 

b. That everyone is to wear the same clothing is an indication that no social 
distinctions are to exist among them 

c. Humility: it is a term that describes the enslaved  

d. Humility here is in the sense of extending honor to others in the 
household of faith 

2. God is opposed to the proud and gives Grace to the humble (Prov 3:34)  

 

5:6-11 

A. Therefore (6) 

1. Relates also 4:12-19 by drawing out its implications in terms of the wider world 
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B. Be humble (6) 

1. That He may exalt you  

C. Cast all your anxiety on Him (7) 

D. Be self-controlled and alert (8) 

E. Satan prowls like a lion ‘looking for someone to devour’ (8) 

1. Your adversary  

2. The diabolos: slanderer 

3. Devour: his goal is the apostasy of the Christian 

4. Like a roaring lion 

a. Lions roar in search of prey (Ps 104:21; Amos 3:4); or to evoke fear (Amos 
3:8; Isa 30:6) 

F. Resist him (9: cf James 4:7; Eph 6:11-13) 

1. Firm in the faith  

2. Recognizing the same experience of suffering experienced by brothers in the 
world  

G. God of all grace will perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you (10; Deut 26:5-9)  

H. God:  

1. God the mighty warrior 

a. Mighty hand of God (6) 

b. He will lift you up (6) 

c. God will perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish (10) 

d. To Him be power forever (11)  

2. God the merciful  

a. He cares for you (7) 

b. God of all grace (10) 

c. God who called you (10) 

 

 

5:12-14 

A. Silvanus (12) 

1. Letter carrier  
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B. Babylon (13)  

1. Rome (Rev 17-18)  

2. Symbol for a world power that is hostile to God  

C. ‘My son Mark’ (13) 

1. Early tradition establishes this as the Mark who wrote the Gospel  

D. Greet one another with a kiss of love (14) 

E. Peace (14)  

 


