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Acts  
 

Introduction 

A. Author:  Luke 

1. Only Gentile author in Bible 

2. Physician (Col 4:14) 

3. Companion of Paul (Acts 16:10) 

B. Time and Place 

1. To: Theophilus (member of the Roman equestrian order?): Time: A.D. 62  

C. Purpose  

1. To show the growth of Christianity from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and the ends 

of the World 

2. Emphasis is on the person and work of the Holy Spirit (1:4, 8; 3:12, 13) who equips 

the Apostles 

3. Book is divided in 2 parts 

a. Ch. 1-12 Peter is leader 

i. Christianity grows from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria 

b. Ch. 13-28 Paul is leader 

i. Christianity grows to the ends of the World 

D. Key Points 

1. The Resurrection of Jesus is the main focus of their testimonies 

a. Supported by O.T. prophecies: 

1. Isaiah 53- Suffering Servant 

2. Psalm 16- “Holy one” will not decay 

b. Supported by eyewitnesses 

 2.   Disciples preach in the Name of Jesus as fulfillment of Joel 2:32 (4:12) 
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Chapter 1 

1:1-11 

A. Jesus rose and gave many convincing proofs (Luke 24:36-45) 

1. Disciples do not immediately believe 

2. Jesus does not rebuke their unbelief  

B. Charge: Don’t leave Jerusalem until you receive power  

 Holy Spirit’s role in Christian life: 

1. Empowers us; providing gifts and fruits of the Spirit 

2. Seal; guaranteeing our salvation (2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:14; Rev 7:2-4) 

1:12-26 

A. 120 Gather in upper room  

B. Peter is the leader 

C. Item one on the agenda: replace Judas  

1. Death:  fell in a field? Or committed suicide? Matt 27:3-5 

2. Purchased a field? Judas or Priests? Matt 27:6:-10 

D. Need to replace Judas because it was prophesied 

E. Requirement to replace Judas: Eyewitness from Baptism to Ascension 

1. Importance of eyewitness testimony  

2. Cast lots to determine between Matthias and Joseph 
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Chapter 2 

2:1-13  Events at Pentecost 

A. Feast of Pentecost- Holy Spirit descends 

B. 2 signs accompany His presence: 

1. Wind 

2. Fire 

C. Began to speak in Tongues 

D. Baptized in the Holy Spirit 

1. Acts 8:14-16  Samaria 

2. Acts 10:44-47 Gentiles 

3. Acts 19:1-6 Ends of the World 

E. Jews from around the World hearing the disciples in their own languages 

2:14-41  Peter’s first Sermon 

A. Disciples are not drunk: only nine in the morning 

B. Instead: Fulfill prophecy:  Joel 2:28-32 

1. Last days God will pour out His Spirit 

2. On All People 

a. Sons and Daughters 

b. Young and Old 

c. Servants 

3. Everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved! 

C. Focus of all sermons to the Jews: Life/Death/Resurrection of Jesus 

1. Life: Miracles/Wonders/Signs 

a. You know it (Matt 12:22-24) 

2. Death: You killed Him 

3. Resurrection: God raised Him 

D. Evidence for the Resurrection 

1. Prophecy: Psalm 16:10 “Holy One will not see decay” 

2. David could not have been talking about himself: 

3. Jesus’ body, however, hasn’t undergone decay as all of us can testify 

E. Response of the Jews: “What shall we do?” 

1. No Jew, however, would have believed if either the tomb were not empty or if the 

body was produced! 

F. Answer: Repent and be Baptized! 
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1. Baptism is the first outward expression of the inner conversion 

2. Necessary for salvation? 

a. 3:18; Rom 10:9; Titus 3:5 

G. 3,000 Saved 

1. John 14:12: Greater in effect 

2:42-47 

A. Devoted themselves to: Apostles Teaching; Fellowship; Breaking of Bread; Prayer 

B. Communal living 

 



Acts 

 5 

Chapter 3 

3:1-10 

A. Peter and John heal crippled man at the Temple Gate  

1. Man placed there every day for 40 years 

B. Healed in the Name of Jesus Christ 

3:11-26 

A. People astonished  

B. Peter explains 

1. Not by our own power or godliness (12) 

2. You killed Jesus 

You killed the Author of Life 

3. God raised Him  

a. We are witnesses 

b. This is what God foretold through the prophets 

1. Moses:  Deut 18:15-19 

2. Samuel and all the prophets 
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Chapter 4 

4:1-22 

A. Peter and John brought before the Sanhedrin 

B. Peter explains 

1. It is by the Name of Jesus Christ –whom God raised—that this man was healed 

2. There is no other Name by which we must be saved 

C. Religious leaders perplexed 

1. Astonished Peter and John are “ordinary, unschooled men” 

2. Everybody in Jerusalem knows about the miracle 

3. Note:  They couldn’t refute the Resurrection or they would have done so! 

4. Ordered them not to speak in the Name of Jesus 

5. Further threats let them go 

D. Peter and John reply: you tell us if we should obey God or men 

4:23-37 

A. Peter and John report to the Church 

B. Church continues to live as a Community 

C. Continued to testify to the Resurrection 

D. Wealthier member sold property and gave proceeds to the Church 

E. Barnabus did this 

1. Levite—Priestly tribe of Israel 

2. Cyprus  
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Chapter 5 

5:1-11 

A. Ananias and Sapphira also sold property 

1. Agreed to conspire  

a. Only gave some of the proceeds 

b. Said that they gave the full amount from the sale 

B. Peter questions:  

1. However, had not Peter lied not long ago? 

2. Was not Peter’s lying more severe? 

C. Why did they lie? 

1. To be seen/pride (to be considered a spiritual elite) 

2. To benefit from the Holy Spirit? (11) 

D. Lied to Holy Spirit? 

1. Verse 3-lied to Holy Spirit 

2. Verse 4-lied to God 

a. Name of “Holy Spirit” and “God” are equal  

b. i.e. verse 4 simply clarifies who the Holy Spirit is: God 

E. Result is Ananias dies and 3 hours later Sapphira dies 

1. Was Peter sneaky? 

2. If he confronted them openly wouldn’t they have admitted wrong? 

F. Unfair or harsh punishment? 

1. If Christian: then they went to Heaven 

2. If non-Christian: wouldn’t have changed their hearts and led them to salvation 

a. God desires all men to be saved 

b. If all, “Joe” needed was more time/info/money/. . . .  

c. Then, God would give 

No one goes to Hell because God didn’t give them something 

G. God’s purpose in their deaths 

1. 11 “Great fear seized the Church” 

2. 13 “no one else dared join them” 

5:12-42 

A. Apostles continue to heal and the Church increases in size 

B. Apostles (all) arrested: Jewish leaders “jealous” 

1. Preached Resurrection and Jesus is Lord (Name) 
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2. Healed 

3. Many converted 

C. Angel of the Lord releases them; disciples preaching the next day 

D. Sanhedrin questions them 

1. Ordered them not to teach in Name    

2. Guilty of this blood 

E. Apostles respond Must obey God 

F. Rabbi Gamaliel questioned as to his opinion 

1. If from God last; Therefore to fight against it futile 

2. If not from God it will fail; Therefore, don’t need to fight against it 

G. Apostles are flogged and rejoice because they Worthy to suffer for the Name 
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Chapter 6 

6:1-7 

A. Calling of 7 Deacons 

1. Dispute between the Grecian Jews and the Hebraic Jews  

a. Grecian Jews: From lands outside of Israel speak Greek and adopted the 

Greek culture 

b. Hebraic Jews: From Palestine and speak Aramaic 

2. Problem was Grecian Jews’ widows were overlooked in daily distribution of food 

B. Deacon (Gk. Diakonos) =one who waits on tables  

C. All 7 are Grecian Jews  

1. Stephen and Philip 

6:8-15 

A. Stephen debates Jews 

1. Paul/Saul present? 

B. Arguing (with gentleness and respect; goal of determining Truth) 

C. Stephen charged with Blasphemy 

1. Temple: it will be destroyed 

2. Law of Moses: it has been fulfilled 
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Chapter 7  Stephen’s speech before Sanhedrin 

7:1-53 

A. To key points: 

1. God does not dwell in buildings made by human hands (48, 49) 

a. God appeared to Abraham (2) and Moses (30, 33) before there was a temple 

2. Our fathers rejected and killed the prophets 52 (i.e., who predicted the coming of the 

Messiah) 

a. Joseph (9); Moses (25, 27, 35, 39) 

B. Summary: You are just like your fathers 51-53 

1. You killed the Righteous One! 

2. You have not obeyed the Law 

7:54-60 

A. Furious at him; dragged him out of the city and began to stone him 

B. Witnesses laid clothes at feet of Saul/Paul 

C. Stephen sees Jesus and Prays: “Lord Jesus receive my spirit” 

D. Stephen asks, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” 
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Chapter 8 

8:1-8 

A. Persecution against the Church 

1. Led by Paul  

2. Primarily against the Grecian Jewish Christians 

3. Does not include the Apostles 

B. Scatter to Judea and Samaria 

1. Fulfills the command of Christ to preach in Judea and Samaria 

C. Philip leads the Church into Samaria 

8:9-24 

A. Simon the Sorcerer “believed and was baptized” 

B. People of Samaria receive the Holy Spirit 

 

8:25-40 

A. Philip meets an Ethiopian 

1. Reading Isaiah 53:  “Suffering Servant” 
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Chapter 9 

9:1-19 

A. Paul heads for Damascus  

1. Acts 22:3-5 

2. Acts 26:9-11 

B. Resurrected Jesus appears to Paul (1 Cor 9:1): “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

1. “Who are you, Lord” 

2. “I am Jesus” 

C. Paul waits 3 days in Damascus 

D. Ananias told:  Paul- 

1. Carry the my Name to the Gentiles, Kings, Jews 

2. How much he must suffer! 

9:20-31 

A. Immediately began to preach in the Synagogues 

 1. Proving that Jesus is the Christ 

B. Gal 1:17,18  Went immediately into Arabia 

1. Spent 3 years (A.D. 33-36) in Damascus/Arabia 

C. Conspiracy in Damascus by Jews and King Aretas (2 Cor 12:32, 33) 

1. Escapes through the wall  

D. Jerusalem for 15 days 

1. Barnabas assures the Church that Paul is on their side 

2. Paul argues with the Grecian Jews: tried to kill him 

E. Paul withdraws to Tarsus  

9:32-43 

A. Peter heals Aeneas and Tabitha 

B. Peter stays in Joppa 
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Chapter 10 

10:1-7 

A. Cornelius, Roman Centurion, has vision 

 1. Told to send for Peter 

B. Problem is that Jews will not associate with Gentiles: 

1. Food is unclean 

2. Food may have been sacrificed to pagan gods 

3. Don’t drain the blood properly from meats 

10:8-23 

A. Peter has a vision 

1. Sees sheet with clean and unclean animals 

2. Told to get up and kill and eat 

3. God says to not call anything unclean that God has made clean 

a. Mark 7:19 

10:24-48 

A. Peter concludes that all Men are clean (28) 

B. Peter speaks to Cornelius: 

1. God does not show favoritism (34, 35) 

2. Peter then outlines the life, death and Resurrection of Jesus 

  (Almost perfect outline of the Gospel of Mark) 

C. While Peter was speaking the Holy Spirit comes upon Cornelius and his family 

D. Then, Peter baptizes them! 

1. Note, these people are saved prior to their baptism 

 



Acts 

 14 

Chapter 11 

11:1-18 

A. Peter explains his actions to the Jewish Christians of Jerusalem 

1. Holy Spirit came on them (15) 

2. Therefore, who was I to oppose God (17) 

B. God has granted the Gentiles “repentance unto life” 

1. This serves to prepare for Paul’s future ministries beginning in ch13 

11:19-30 

A. Antioch becomes the home of the Christian movement 

1. This, also, serves to prepare for Paul’s gentile missions 

2. Antioch was the 3
rd

 largest city in the Roman empire 

B. Barnabas is sent to Tarsus to look for Paul 

1. Greek implies that Barnabus had difficulty in finding him 

2. When Paul, then, says he considers “everything a loss compared to the surpassing 

greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord . . .” (Phil 3:8) it includes his family 

C. Barnabus and Paul minister in Antioch 

1. 1
st
 called “Christians” 

a. Means: “belonging to Christ” 

b. Probably used as profanity against Church 

2. Agabus prophecies famine  

a. Claudius reigned from A.D. 41-54 

b. Between 45-48 Jerusalem suffered severely from a famine 

D. Barnabus and Paul travel to Jerusalem to provide relief (Gal 2:1-10) 

1. Paul, Barnabas and Titus traveled 

2. Apostles of Jerusalem (James, Peter and John) confirmed that Paul was entrusted 

with the preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles (Gal 2:7,9) 

3. They added nothing to Paul’s message (Gal 2:6) except: “remember the poor” 
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Chapter 12 

12:1-19 

A. Persecution of the Apostles by Herod Agrippa I 

1. James, brother of John, beheaded 

2. Peter arrested during Passover time 

B. Peter remains in prison; Herod intends to have him killed also after the festival 

1. Church gathered at Mark’s house and was earnestly praying for him (5, 12) 

C. Night before he is to be killed an angel of the Lord appears (6) 

1. Let out by going past the first two watches and then to a side exit 

D. Peter flees to Mark’s house 

1. Church is surprised by the manner in which their prayers are answered 

2. Servant girl thinks its Peter’s angel (15) 

3. Peter instructs them to inform James 

E. Peter goes “to another place” 

12:20-23 

A. Herod eaten by worms 

12:24-25 

Barnabus, Paul and Mark return to Antioch 
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Chapter 13 

13:1-3  Paul’s 1
st
 Missionary Journey (A.D. 46-48) 

A. Barnabus and Paul Commissioned by the Church at Antioch 

B. Mark traveling with them also (5) 

13:4-12 

A. Sail to Island of Cyprus (4:36) 

B. Preach in Synagogues first! (46) 

1. Rom. 1:16- to the Jew first 

C. Encounter with the Sorcerer Bar-Jesus (Elymas)  

13:13-52 

A. Paul, Barnabus and Mark sail to Asia Minor 

1. Mark returns home 

B. Paul and Barnabus travel to Pisidian Antioch 

1. Visit synagogue 

2. Paul permitted to speak 

a. Customary to allow a visiting Rabbi to speak 

C. Paul’s sermon outlines Israel’s history to show that God’s promises concerning the house of 

David are fulfilled in Christ (32, 33) 

1. The Savior Jesus (23) 

2. Condemned (27), yet this fulfilled prophecy (perhaps Isaiah 53) 

a. (28) Innocent: see Isa 53:9 

b. (29) Put on Tree; crucifixion: see Isa 53: 5 

   1. Tree makes him accursed by God (Deut 21:23) 

c. (29) Laid in tomb: see Isa 53:9 

3. God raised Him from the dead (30) 

4. Appeared to many (31): Eyewitnesses 

5. Confirmed by prophecies: 

a. Ps 16:10: “Holy One will not see decay” (34-37) 

D. Many Jews and God-fearers respond  

1. Jews, therefore, become jealous 

2. Paul and Barnabus expelled from Pisidia 
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Chapter 14  Paul’s 1
st
 Missionary Journey (A.D. 46-48) Cont.: 

14:1-7 

A. Paul and Barnabus travel to Iconium 

1. Visit Synagogue “as usual” 

2. Many Jews and God-fearers respond 

B. Plot forces Paul and Barnabas to flee to Lystra and Derbe 

14:8-20 

A. Paul and Barnabas travel to Lystra  

1. Probably the occasion in which Timothy is converted  

2. People think that Paul and Barnabas are Hermes and Zeus 

a. Shouting in the Lycaonian language: therefore, Paul and Barnabas do not 

understand them 

3. Paul delivers his first recorded speech to gentiles  

a. Begins with existence of God as evidenced by his provisions for mankind 

B. Jews from Pisidian Antioch and Iconium travel to Lystra and stir up the crowds against Paul 

and Barnabas  

1. Paul is stoned and dragged outside the city 

a. “He got up” (20): miraculously? 

2. Barnabas, perhaps, got away unscathed 

14:21-27 

A. Paul and Barnabas complete the 1
st
 missionary Journey by retracing their steps (with the 

exception of Cyprus) 

B. Revisit the newly established Churches in Lystra, Iconium, Antioch 

1. Paul informs them, “we must go through many hardships to enter the Kingdom of 

God” (22) 

2. Appoint Elders in each Church: with/by Prayer and Fasting 

C. After returning to Antioch they inform the Church of all that “God had done through them” 

(27) 

 

Chapter 15  The Jerusalem Council 

15:1-21 

A. “Some men” visit Antioch (Syria) from Jerusalem 

1. Probably the Judaizers of Gal 2:12 

2. They did not have the authority of James or Church (24) 
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3. Judaizers taught that the Gentile must follow the Jewish law, especially circumcision, 

in order to be saved 

a. i.e., Gentiles must become physical descendents of Abraham before the may 

inherit the eternal promises that were given to Abraham 

b. Members of the Pharisees (5), and, thus, put a heavy emphasis on the Law 

B. Probably the setting for the book of Galatians (A.D. 49) between the 1
st
 and 2

nd
 journies 

1. Paul concludes in Gal 1:8, 9 that the message of the Judaizers is “another Gospel” 

and leads to eternal condemnation 

C. Council is probably led by James  

1. Note Peter had fled Jerusalem and relinquished his authority to James (12:17) 

2. Paul indicates that these men “came from James” (Gal 2:12) 

3. James provides the closing and decisive remarks (13ff) 

D. Peter provides the first testimony 

1. God “purified their hearts by faith” (9) 

2. Why should we ask the Gentiles to be burdened with a yoke (i.e., following of the 

Law) that no Jew has ever been able to follow 

3. “We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved” (11) 

E. James concludes the council 

1. Gentiles are saved by grace 

2. However, they should—in order not to offend a brother—follow the Jewish food and 

moral laws 

15:22-41 

A. Judas and Silas sent to Antioch as representatives of Jerusalem to deliver the result 

B. Paul and Barnabas discuss plans for a second journey 

1. Initial goal is to revisit the new churches 

C. Sharp disagreement between over whether Mark should come along 

D. Paul considers Mark’s leaving on the 1
st
 journey as an act of desertion 

1. Perhaps, Paul had a great concern for Mark’s well-being; considering all the 

difficulties the encountered 

a. Especially Paul’s nearly dying 

E. Barnabus—arguing for his young nephew/cousin—perhaps, thinks that Mark has learned 

from his experience and now understands what to expect 

F. They decide to part company: 

1. Barnabas and Mark travel to Cyprus (thus, disappear from the book of Acts) 
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2. Paul and Silas travel through Cilicia 

G. Regarding this dispute: 

1. Luke passes no judgement: perhaps, neither should we 

2. Future references indicate that no long term grudges were held (Col. 4:10; 2Tim. 

4:11) 
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Chapter 16   Paul’s 2
nd

 Missionary Journey (A.D. 49-52) 

16:1-5 

A. Paul and Silas revisit Churches (Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch) 

B. Deliver news of Jerusalem council 

C. In Lystra Timothy becomes the 3
rd

 member of this group 

1. Timothy and Paul will develop an intimate friendship over the next 15yrs  

2. Timothy is circumcised 

a. Not because he has to be for salvation 

b. Instead, it provides one less barrier to the preaching of the Gospel 

16:6-10 

A. Paul, Silas and Timothy travel to Troas 

1. Forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach in the Province of Asia 

a. Asia, and especially Ephesus, is a natural place for Paul to head next 

b. How the Holy Spirit goes about informing them is not known 

2. Further forbidden to preach in Bithynia 

a. 1 Pet 1:1: apparently was the area or future area of Peter’s ministry 

B. In Troas, Luke becomes the 4
th
 member of the group 

16:11-40 

A. Paul and the group travel to Philippi 

B. Begins the furthering of the Gospel to Europe 

C. Paul exercises a Pythonic spirit from a slave girl 

1. She made her owners a great deal of money by fortune-telling (divination) 

a. 1
st
 of 2 accounts of Gentile attacks upon the Apostles over property (see ch. 

19; Ephesus) 

2. She was claiming that Paul and Silas were telling the people of the way to be saved 

through the “Most High God”? 

a. Either, she was saying that they were only proclaiming a way; 

b. Or, the title “Most High God” was not meant to indicate the God of 

Christianity (never used of God in N.T.; except here?), but of Zeus 

c. Or, Paul did not want her to continue to receive the constant attention that 

she was gaining 

D. Owners have Paul and Silas arrested 

E. Paul and Silas are stripped and beaten  
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1. However, it is illegal to beat publicly (implied by the act of stripping them), and 

without a trial, Roman citizens! (37; Silas is also) 

F. Both are placed in the stocks and in an inner cell 

G. Paul and Silas spend the hours in prayer and singing (in spite of  their intense pains from the 

beatings and the stocks!) 

1. Being in an inner cell probably indicates that the other prisoners can hear them 

H. God intervenes with an earthquake and the chains come unleashed from the walls and the 

door opens 

1. The Jailer rushes to the door and in the dark of the night concludes that all have 

escaped:  Thus, he attempts to commit suicide 

2. Paul sees him (perhaps, by his silhouette in thee doorway) and informs him that no 

one has left 

I. Jailer is saved! 

1. “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved” (16:31) 

J. Next day the magistrates order Paul and Silas to be released 

1. Paul informs them of the injustices that occurred against them (beaten publicly and 

without a trial)  

2. Why didn’t they inform them before they were beaten; as in Jerusalem (22:25)? 

a. Perhaps, to gain political friends in Philippi (38, 39) 

b. Paul appears to never have a conflict with anyone again in Philippi 

c. Jailer and his family certainly grateful! 
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Chapter 17  2
nd

 Missionary Journey (49-52) Cont.: 

17:1-9 

A. Paul travels to Thessalonica 

B. As was his custom visits the synagogue 

1. Spends 3 weeks arguing in the synagogue 

2. Argues with the Jews: “explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from 

the dead” (3) 

C. Jewish mob forces Paul, Silas and Timothy to leave 

17:10-15 

A. Paul flees to Berea 

B. As was his custom visits synagogue 

1. Similarly Paul preaches about the Christ from the O.T. prophets 

2. The Bereans, however, “were of more noble character than the Thessalonians” 

a. Because they searched the Scriptures to see if what Paul said was true 

b. Hence, they “test[ed] everything” 1 Thess 5:21 

C. Jews of Thessalonica travel 60 miles and agitate the crowds of Berea against Paul 

D. Paul flees to the coast and on to Athens 

1. Silas and Timothy remain on in Berea 

17:16-33 

A. Paul visits Athens 

1. Distressed because the city was so full of idols 

2. Petronius, “Easier to find a god in Athens than a man” 

3. Paul does not appear to have any intentions of starting a Church in Athens at this time:  

He’s simply waiting for Silas and Timothy (15) 

B. As was his custom visits synagogue 

1. He “reasoned in the synagogue” (17) 

C. Sunday through Friday he reasoned in the Marketplace (17) 

D. His debates were heard by some members of the Aeropagus 

1. Aeropagus served Athens as the intellectual police force 

2. They even had some authoritative powers in Athens 

E. Paul delivers his Mars Hill speech to the members of the Aeropagus 

1. Argues—essentially—for the existence of One God (see Lystran speech ch 14) 

2. Argues against Stoic Monism and Fatalism 

a. God made the world (24): i.e., He is not the World 
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b. God providentially determined the places where men should live (26) 

3. Argues against the notion of the superiority of the Greek; who “sprung forth from the soil 

of Attica” 

a. “From one man he made every nation” (26) 

4. Argues against the Epicurean goal of pleasure and their denial of the souls immortality 

a. “Commands all people everywhere to repent” (30) 

b. God raised Jesus from the dead (31) 

F. A few people became followers 

1. Including Dionysius: traditionally the 1
st
 Bishop of Athens 
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Chapter 18  2
nd

 Missionary Journey (49-52) Cont.: 

18:1-17 

A. Paul travels to Corinth 

B. Resides with Aquila and Priscilla 

1. They were fellow Jews  

2. Recently come from Italy after Claudius (41-54) expelled all Jews  

a. Seutonius informs us (Life of Claudius 25.4) that Claudius expelled the Jews because 

they were “indulging in constant riots at the instigation of Chrestus” 

b. F. F. Bruce concludes that Chrestus is “most probably . . . the founder of 

Christianity” 

c. I.e., Jews and Christians were clashing; similar to the way in which Paul has been 

forced out of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium. Lystra, Thessalonica and Berea? 

3. Aquila engaged in the occupation of tentmaking (lit. “leatherworking”) also 

C. Paul remains with them for 1½ years (11) 

1. Apparently Paul used this opportunity to make some extra money to fund a trip to 

Jerusalem and his future missions (1 Thess 2:9; Acts 20:34) 

D. During his stay in Corinth he writes 1 & 2 Thessalonians (A.D. 51) 

1. Writes to a highly persecuted Church 

2. A Church that is also very young; Paul having only remained with them 3 weeks 

E. Paul is charged with promoting an illegal religion before the proconsul Gallio 

1. Gallio was a highly significant authority in the Roman world 

2. He was the well-respected brother to Seneca (the tutor of Nero and co-regent during 

Nero’s early years) 

3. A ruling from Gallio would thus hold precedence throughout the Empire 

F. Roman law had previously authorized the practicing of the Jewish religion 

1. The Jews, however, were contending that Paul was promoting a new, and unauthorized, 

religion 

G. Gallio concluded that Christianity was nothing more than a sect of the Jewish religion 

1. As such, it was legal 

2. This ruling only increases Paul’s freedom to preach the gospel 

18:18-28 

A. Paul sails for Jerusalem 

B. Aquila and Priscilla leave him and remain in Ephesus 

C. Paul had apparently taken part in a Nazarite vow (hair cut 18) 
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1. Shows that Paul has not severed himself from his ancestral customs 

D. Travels to Antioch: ending his 2
nd

 journey 

E. Paul begins his 3
rd

 Missionary Journey by revisiting the Churches of Asia Minor 

F. Apollos comes to Ephesus 

1. Jew from Alexandria; “thorough knowledge of the Scriptures” 

2. Knew of John the Baptist; but not that John’s teachings were fulfilled in Christ 

3. Converted by Aquila and Priscilla 

4. Travels to Achaia and becomes the leading Apologist to the Jews 

a. “He vigorously refutes the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that 

Jesus was the Christ” (28) 
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Chapter 19  3rd Missionary Journey (53-57)  

19:1-40  

A. Paul ministers in Ephesus  

1. He probably has longed to establish Ephesus as the base of his ministry 

2. On the 2
nd

 journey, the Holy Spirit forbade him to enter (16:6) 

3. Perhaps, the great success that he encounters here is one reason for his delay 

a. I.e., the Holy Spirit may have wanted him to establish Churches throughout the 

Aegean Sea area before he settled in Ephesus? 

4. Making of 12 disciples (1-7) may serve to establish Ephesus as his new home 

5. Remains in Ephesus 2yrs 3mos (8, 10) 

6. Writes 1 Corinthians (A.D. 55) 

B. Ephesus had much religious notoriety in the Roman world 

1. Home of the Temple of Artemis (1 of the 7 wonders of the ancient world) 

a. “Worshipped throughout the . . . world” ( 27) 

2. Center for Sorcery and witchcraft 

a. Known for magical scrolls (“Ephesia grammata”; “Ephesian writings” was used 

throughout the empire to refer to documents/scrolls that contained spells) 

C. Great success in Ephesus such that even his handkerchiefs and aprons—used in his 

leatherworking—healed some and cast demons from others  

1. Some Jews—7 sons of a self-proclaimed chief priest—thought that they discovered 

Paul’s “formula”; i.e., “In the Name of Jesus” 

2. Things didn’t work out so well for them (15, 16) 

D. Success resulted in 50,000 drachmas worth of scrolls being publicly burned 

1. A scroll that was displayed publicly was said to have lost its potency 

E. This causes Demetrius, a silversmith to lead an uprising 

1. Paul leaves Ephesus as a result (19:1) 
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Chapter 20  3rd Missionary Journey (53-57) Cont.: 

20:1-6 

A. Paul travels through Macedonia 

1. Here Paul writes 2 Corinthians (A.D. 55) 

B. Paul arrives in Corinth 

1. Remains 3mos. (winter 55/56) 

2. Writes Romans (A.D. 56) from Corinth 

3. Jews plotted against Paul (3) travels by land through Macedonia 

20:7-12 

A. Paul arrives in Troas (spring A.D. 56) 

B. Gather together on the 1
st
 day of the week to “break bread” 

1. 1
st
 explicit N.T. reference to Sabbath observance occurring on Sunday 

20:13-38 

A. Paul sails to Miletus (wanting to make Jerusalem before Pentecost) 

B. Paul delivers a farewell speech before the Ephesian elders 

1. First, Paul reminds them of his own personal hardships; (see: 14:22) 

a. “I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews” (19) 

b. “Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me” (23) 

2. Secondly, he warns the Pastors to be on guard for their churches 

a. “Keep watch” (28) 

b. “Savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock” (29) 

c. “Even from among your own number men will arise and distort the truth” (30) 

d. “For three years I never stopped warning each of you” (31) 
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Chapter 21 

21:1-16 

A. Paul travels towards Jerusalem and lands in Tyre 

B. Paul is urged not to go on to Jerusalem ( 4,10-14) 

1. Contradiction with 21:4, 10-14 and 20:22? 

2. No, Holy Spirit wanted Paul to travel to Jerusalem (20:22; 21:14) 

a. Paul, however, was warned directly that he would suffer there (20:23) 

b. Thus, Paul travels on prepared not only to be “bound, but also to die in Jerusalem” 

(21:13) 

3. Church, however, was also warned—via the prophet Agabus—by the Holy Spirit that 

Paul would suffer (21:4, 10-14) 

a. Thus, the Church, out of concern for Paul, encourages/begs him not to go (21:4, 12) 

 

21:17-26 

A. James and the elders greet Paul 

B. Concern remains in the Jerusalem Church that Paul is telling the Jews outside Palestine to 

“turn away from Moses” 

1. Thus, if Paul truly accepts the right of the Jews to continue their ancestral customs, would 

he consider assisting 4 men in completing their purification in order to fulfill a Nazarite 

vow (23, 24)? 

2. This would require Paul to pay the necessary expenses for their sacrifices (over a 7 day 

period), and to notify the priests when their days of purification would end 

21:27-36 

A. Some Jews from the province of Asia (Ephesus) saw Paul at the Temple 

1. They assumed—or conceived the notion—that Paul had brought Trophimus the Ephesian 

into the Temple 

2. Significance of this charge was that it was one of two offenses that the Romans permitted 

the Jews to impose capital punishment for 

B. Paul is seized and brought out of the Temple’s inner courts (so as not to defile it) 

1. Paul is subsequently beaten 

2. However, the mob creates such a stir that it arouses the attention of the Romans 

C. Paul falls into the custody of the Romans 

1. “The mob was so great that he had to be carried by the soldiers”(35) 

21:37-40 
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A. Commander questions Paul if he was the Egyptian who attempted to start a revolt but escaped 

when Roman soldiers attacked the group 

B. Paul replies that he is a Jew from Tarsus 

C. Receives permission to speak with the people 
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Chapter 22 

22:1-30  Paul’s defense before the Jews 

A. Paul speaks to them in Aramaic (21:40) and gain their immediate attention 

1. Aramaic was the language of the people among the lower classes of Israel 

2. Many of the people present knew little about Paul’s upbringing in Israel since those days 

were more than 20 years earlier 

B. Paul provides the basics of his Jewish heritage 

1. Born in Tarsus 

2. Brought up in this city 

3. Trained under Gamaliel (one of the 1
st
 Centuries most revered Rabbi’s) 

a. Thoroughly trained in the law 

b. Just as zealous for the law as they are 

4. I persecuted the followers of the Way to their death 

a. Arresting others 

5. I obtained letters from the Sanhedrin (i.e., the “High Priest and the Council” 5) 

authorizing him to travel to Damascus and extradite any Christians who had fled from 

Jerusalem 

6. At noon as he neared Damascus the Resurrected Jesus appeared to him 

7. He instructed me to go into Damascus (blind as I was) 

8. A man named Ananias came to me (“He was a devout observer of the law” 12) 

9. Ananias instructed me to “get up, be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his 

name” (12) 

10. I returned to Jerusalem (probably after the 3yrs in Damascus Gal. 1:17, 18) 

11. The Lord instructed me to leave Jerusalem 

a. “’Lord’, I replied” (19) I used to kill Christians for these people, they love me here! 

b. Up to this point, most everything that Paul has stated will have found favor with his 

audience 

c. Those things that they will not have approved of, certainly will not cause them to 

become hostile towards Paul 

d. Then, he adds: “the Lord said to me, ‘Go; I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’” 

(21) 

1. The ‘Gentile’ part did not go over very well! 

C. Crowd began shouting and throwing their garments at him and shouting, “rid the Earth of 

him! He’s not fit to live!” (22) 



Acts 

 31 

1. Since this speech was in Aramaic and, most likely, that’s the language the crowd was 

speaking, the Romans don’t have a clue as to what’s going on 

D. Commander (Claudius Lysias 23:26) orders Paul to be flogged 

1. This time, unlike in Philippi (16:23), Paul informs them of his citizenship (25) 

E. Paul appears before the Sanhedrin the next day 
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Chapter 23 

23:1-11 Paul appears before the Sanhedrin 

A. Paul makes his defense  

B. High Priest, Ananias, orders Paul to be struck 

1. This was flagrantly illegal 

2. Ananias was not the most revered man in Israel; at the outbreak of the war in A.D. 66 

he was murdered by his own people! 

C. Paul rebukes the High Priest  

D. Paul continues his defense 

1. Main point was that his Pharisaical belief in the Resurrection was the problem 

2. “I stand on trial because of my hope in the resurrection” (6) 

E. This results in a dispute between the Pharisees and Sadducees  

F. Romans have Paul removed 

23:12-35 

A. Jews form a plot to have Paul killed 

1. Apparently they were going to kill him while Paul was enroute to his trial 

B. Plot, however, is discovered by Paul’s nephew (sister’s son) 

C. Paul is removed to Caesarea, the capital of Judea, for safety  

1. Commander, Claudius Lysias, writes to Felix: 

2. Informs Felix that Paul is accused on matters pertaining to the Jewish Law: nothing 

that warranted death or imprisonment (29) 
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Chapter 24 

24:1-27  Paul’s trial before Felix 

A. Paul stands trial before Felix 

1. High Priest, Ananias, and his legal expert Tertullus bring charges against Paul 

B. Tertullus addresses Felix  

1. Charges Paul with being a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 

2. Note: the original charge of bringing a gentile into the Temple courts is not 

mentioned 

a. Apparently, they could find neither the gentile, nor any eyewitnesses! 

C. Paul testifies to Felix 

1. Only 12 days earlier I arrived in Jerusalem (11) 

2. “I was not arguing with anyone at the Temple or in the synagogues” (12): (quite a 

break from his custom of arguing Sun.-Fri. in the marketplaces (17:17) or lecture 

halls (19:9) and every Sat. in the Synagogues (13:5, 14, 42-44; 14:1; 16:13; 17:3, 10; 

18:4, 19; 19:8) 

3. His testimony probably confirmed to Felix the testimony of Claudius Lysias  

a. I.e., dispute over religious matters within Judaism: in particular the 

Resurrection ( see: 23:6) 

b. Gallio, also had concluded this and, thus, ruled Christianity legal (18:15) 

c. (Note: explicit reference to the resurrection of the righteous and the 

unrighteous; 15) 

D. Felix does not immediately acquit Paul 

1. It would have been offensive to the Jews: whom he had offended much! 

2. He was hoping for a bribe (26); something he was notorious for! 

E. In the meantime he requested Paul’s presence often:  

1. Paul discoursed on “righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come” (25) 

2. (Note: Paul preached exactly what Felix needed to hear!) 

F. Paul remains imprisoned for 2 years 

1. Felix probably wondered why a man who had just come to Jerusalem with a large 

amount of money (17) did not offer him a bribe  

G. Felix was recalled to Rome by Nero for the bloodshed he caused among the Jews of Caesarea  

1. Therefore, he wished to “grant a favor to the Jews” and “left Paul in prison” (27) 
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Chapter 25 

25:1-12   Paul appeals to Caesar  

A. Porcius Festus replaces Felix 

1. He pays the Jews a courtesy visit 

2. Jews inform him of Paul and their desire to have Paul tried in Jerusalem 

a. However, “they were preparing an ambush to kill him along the way” (3) 

B. Paul appears in court before Festus 

C. “Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor” asks if Paul would be willing to go to Jerusalem for 

trial (9) 

1. Paul possibly fears that if Festus was willing to make this concession to the Jews, 

what others might he be willing to agree to? 

2. Therefore, Paul appeals to Caesar (Nero) 

a. Paul probably concluded that he stood a better chance of a fair trial before 

Nero in Rome, than he did before Festus and the Jews in Jerusalem 

b. Paul may also have recalled the words of the Lord (23:11), and perceived this 

as an opportunity? 

:13-27 

A. King Agrippa II and his sister Bernice pay a courtesy visit to the new Governor 

B. Felix informs him of Paul 

1. The Jews had some had points of dispute on matters of the Jewish religion (19); and 

nothing worthy of death (25) 

a. Note: this was the conclusions of Claudius Lysias and Gallio (23:29; 18:15) 

b. Note also, Agrippa II was partly Jewish in his heritage and thus familiar 

somewhat with such matters 

C. Also, Festus knows very little about the whole matter 

1. Therefore, who could use some assistance in preparing his report to Nero (26, 27) 
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Chapter 26 

26:1-12  Paul’s defense before Agrippa II, Bernice and Festus 

A. Paul’s defense is very autobiographical (see ch.22) (Perhaps, the most descriptive account of 

his persecution towards the early Christians) 

 (Note: Paul never gives the customary promise of brevity: 24:4; 24:10) 

1. Jews all know of my Pharisaical heritage 

2. In fact, that’s why I’m on trial is because of my hope in the resurrection (6-8) 

a. “Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?” (8) 

3. I thought I was to do “all that was possible to oppose the Name of Jesus of Nazareth 

(9; see 22:4, 5) 

a. With the authority of the Chief Priests (Sanhedrin) I imprisoned many 

b. When they were put to death, “I cast my vote against them” (10) 

1. Was Paul a member of the Sanhedrin with a vote? 

a. 7:58 “young man”: Sanhedrin is the “ruling elders”? 

2. Or, does he mean “I gave my approval”? 

c. “Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished” 

(11) 

d. “I tried to force them to blaspheme” (11) 

1. F. F. Bruce thinks the imperfect tense indicates that Paul was trying 

to compel them in a manner in which they wouldn’t succeed: i.e., not 

to blaspheme; seeing how opposed to blasphemy a Jew was, it would 

make sense that Paul would not want a fellow Jew to commit such a 

grievous sin 

e. In my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute 

them” (11) 

 4.   Damascus road experience 

a. Includes the following in this account: 

1. Communicated in Aramaic 

2. Jesus’ initial testimony to Paul is more detailed (16-18) 

3. Includes the testimony that he was informed of his Gentile mission at 

this time 

 5.   I obeyed my commission from the Lord 

7. I preached to the Gentiles “that they should repent and turn to God and prove their 

repentance by their deeds” (20) 



Acts 

 36 

B. Paul now turns it into an apologetic to Agrippa 

1. This is what the prophets spoke about: 

a. Christ would suffer (Isa 53) 

b. Rise from the dead (Ps 16:10) 

c. Proclaim light to the Gentiles (Isa 49:6) 

C. Festus interrupts (threatened by the Gospel?) 

1. Acknowledges Paul’s great learning (24) 

D. Paul responds; “Agrippa do you believe the prophet?  I know you do” (27) 

1. Agrippa can’t respond: 

a. If he says no, then he’s denying Judaism 

b. If he says yes, then he should become a Christian! 

E. Agrippa declines to give a direct reply: can you “persuade me to be a Christian” (28) 

1. (Indictment upon himself:  If Paul can’t persuade him no one will—aside from the 

Grace of God of course) 

F. Agrippa and Festus conclude: this man could have been set free if he had not appealed to 

Caesar” (32) 

1. In appealing to Caesar, all other authorities have no jurisdiction over his case 

2. However, one cannot be certain that this trial would have taken place had Paul not 

appealed to Caesar 
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Chapters 27, 28 

27:1-12 

A.     Paul sails for Rome 

1. Detailed account because Luke is present (1) 

B.     Sailed to Fair Havens on Crete (8) 

1. “Already after the Fast” (9)  

2. In A.D. 59 the fast was Oct. 5, sailing in the Mediterranean was considered by the 

Romans as dangerous after Sept. 14; and suicidal after No 11:  The seas were then 

closed until Feb. 1 

3. Paul warns them of danger if they sail on (10) 

27:13-44 

A. Caught in a “northeaster”: hurricane  

B. Paul tells them that an angel informed him that all would be saved  

C. After 14 days shipwrecked on the Island of Malta 

 

28:1-10 

A. On the Island of Malta Paul bitten by snake 

B. Remained for 3 months 

28:11-31 

A. In Rome Paul allowed to have own rented apartment (16, 30) 

1. Allowed to have all the visitors he would like 

2. Only restrictions: can’t leave; must be bound (lightly) by a chain on the wrist to a 

soldier at all times (20) 

3. Remains for 2 years (A.D. 60-62) 

B. Calls the Jews to him (since he cannot visit the synagogue as was his custom) 

1. “Tried to convince them about Jesus from the Law of Moses [i.e., Gen-Deut] and 

from the Prophets [rest of the O.T.]” (23) 

C. Now he must go to the Gentiles (28) 

D. Paul formally establishes the Church in Rome 

E. Setting for the Prison Epistles: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon 

1. Philippians we learn that Epaphroditus had been sent to Paul with a gift from Philippi 

(Phil 3) 

a. He remained for a time until he got sick and almost died; so Paul send them a 

letter as a form of thanks 
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2. Epaphras had been sent from the Churches of Colosse, Laodicea and Hierapolis (Col 

4:12, 13) 

a. Somehow he was imprisoned (Phile 23); Therefore, Paul writes to Colosse to 

address their needs 

3. Onesimus was a slave who apparently ran away to Rome.  He was evangelized by 

some Christians who brought him to Paul.  After his conversion, Paul and Onesimus 

agreed that he should return to his owner Philemon; who happened to be a friend of 

Paul’s and in whose home the Church in Colosse met. 

a. Paul thus sends Philemon a note explaining Onesimus’ conversion    

b. Tychicus accompanies Onesimus to Colosse carrying both letters 

4. When Tychicus and Onesimus travel to Colosse they must port in or near Ephesus 

a. Paul uses this as an opportunity to write to Ephesus 
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Addendum 

A. Was Paul released? Consider the following 

1. Gallio (Seneca’s brother) had ruled Christianity legal (18:15) 

2. The commander Claudius Lysias concluded he was not guilty, not worthy of death 

(23:29) 

3. At his trials in Caesarea the Jews never: 

a. Brought in the Gentile that Paul allegedly brought into the Temple 

b. Provided the court with 2 eyewitnesses 

c. This would only serve to support the notion that the dispute with the Jews 

and Paul was over matters pertaining to the Law: however, there was nothing 

illegal to Roman law in this case 

4. Governor Festus and King Agrippa (a friend of Nero) declared him innocent: which 

they certainly would have expressed in their correspondence to Nero 

5. Paul certainly gained the favor of the Roman soldier who transported him to Rome 

6. Paul’s a Roman citizen who had already spent 4 years in jail 

7. His staying in a rented apartment implies the Romans weren’t too concerned with 

him 

8. It is doubtful—and probably implied in 28:21—that the Jews would even assume the 

expenses to bring legal experts to Rome for Paul’s trial 

B. What did Paul do if he was released? 

1. May have traveled to Spain  

a. Already indicated that this was his next objective (Rom 15:24) 

C.   Travels to Aegean Sea area:  4
th
 Missionary Journey (62-64) 

1. Writes 1 Timothy 

a. From Macedonia to Timothy in Ephesus? (1Tim 1:3) 

2. Writes Titus 

a. From somewhere in the Aegean Sea area to Titus on Crete (Tit 1:5) 

D.   Arrested for the burning of Rome 

1. Nero apparently used the Christians as a scapegoat for blame  

2. Perhaps Peter and Paul arrested by Aug. 64 

3. Writes 2 Timothy 

a. Fall of 64? (“bring the cloak” 2 Tim 4:13) 

b. Dungeon type imprisonment  

c. Already had preliminary trial (2 Tim 4:16) 
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d. Knows his death is near (2 Tim4:6, 7) 

E.   Paul is beheaded (Feb. 65?) 


