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Introduction to Hermeneutics  

 

Hermeneutics of Humility and Love 

A. Hermeneutics of Humility: (John 5:39-47)  

B. Hermeneutic of Love  

Jesus is our central Hermeneutic  

A. Luke 24:27, 44-48 

B. Acts 26:22-23 

Problems in Interpretation 

A. Presuppositions affect everything   

1. We cannot get rid of them entirely; necessary to have a starting point 

2. Hermeneutical spiral  

B. Problems with Interpretation for us 

1. Cultural 

2. Historical 

3. Linguistical 
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Exegesis 

A. Biblical Exegesis  

1. Exegesis: the determination of the original intent of the text 

2. The purpose of the Bible is Redemptive: i.e., its subject matter is God’s 
redemption of His people 

3. The focal point of this whole redemptive activity is the person of Jesus—esp. His 
Life/Death/Resurrection: Christocentric  

4. The application of this redemptive activity is the redeemed people of God  

a) 1 Peter 2:4-9; 1 Pet 1:10-12  

b) Paul says that the OT was written ‘for us’ (1 Cor 10:11; Rom 15:4)  

c) Transformation of 5th commandment: ‘earth’ Eph 6:2; (cf 5:32) 

B. Standard features of biblical interpretation  

1. Historical-Cultural Analysis: considers the historical and cultural milieu; 
compares the authors statements in other passages  

2. Lexical-Syntactical Analysis: Understands the words and their relationship with 
one another  

1. Attention to the original language; meaning of the words; structural 
analysis  

3. Theological Analysis: Understands the text in terms of the theological climate of 
the recipients; relates a text with earlier or contemporary texts  

1. ‘How does this text fit in with the pattern of God’s revelation?’  

4. Literary Analysis: identifies the literary form and seeks to interpret the passage 
in light of its genre  

1. Identification of the literary form; narrative, prose, poetry, apocalyptic; 
parables; similes, metaphors, allegories, types 

5. Comparison with other Interpreters 

6. Application  
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Jesus, The Bible, and Interpretation  

Central message of the Bible is God’s redemptive work in history  

A. The purpose of the Bible is to narrate Redemptive-History: i.e., its subject matter 
is God’s redemption of His people, which he began in the coming of Christ  

B. The focal point of this whole redemptive activity is the person of Jesus—esp. His 
Life/Death/Resurrection: Christocentric  

C. The application is this redemptive activity is the redeemed people of God; 
Church  

1. Work was accomplished by Christ and now results in our responsibility to 
bear witness to the nations  

Jesus and the Bible (Luke 24:44-47) 

A. Jesus cites the OT and applies it to Himself (Matt 22:41-45; 26:64; 27:46)  

B. Promises of God are “Yes” in Christ (2 Cor 1:20)  

C. ‘We found Him of whom Moses in the Law and the Prophets wrote’ (John 1:45) 

D. Gospel was proclaimed in advance concerning Jesus (Rom 1:1-4)  

E. His own death and Resurrection are viewed as something the OT mandates 
(Mark 8:31; Acts 2:30-31)  

The Theme of Scripture: YHWH wills to be made known 

A. Israel will know YHWH through the Exodus (Exod 6:6-8) 

B. Emphasis in Ezekiel 38-39: the repeated refrain ‘then you (or they) will know’ 
(Ezek 37:28; 38:16, 23; 39:6-7, 21-23, 27-28) 

Jesus is God Made Known 

A. Rom 10:9; 1 Cor 12:3: Jesus is Lord  

B. Phil 2:6-11 applies Isa 45:22-23 to Jesus  
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Redemptive History 

A. Gen 1-11 is concerned with the nations of the world; result is their corporate evil  

B. Gen 12-Rev 22 is God’s answer to the problem  

1. Gen 12:3: ‘All peoples on earth will be blessed through you’  

2. Gen 18:18-19: ‘All nations on earth will be blessed through him’  

C. Jesus and the Fulfillment of the OT mission: The Servant in Isaiah  

1. Servant called ‘Israel, Jacob’  

2. Note the role of the Servant: witnesses (43:10, 12)  

3. Role includes bringing back Israel to Himself (49:5) 

4. By 49 changes to singular ‘servant’ ; Isaiah moves back and forth from the 
corporate to the individual (not uncommon—Hosea’s marriage 
represents God and the Israelites) 

5. 52:13 ‘My servant . . . will be . . . greatly exalted’ something that is only 
true of God (2:17)!!  

D. Jesus clearly believed Himself to be fulfilling the prophecy of Isa 53; cf Luke 22:37  

E. Jesus saw his shedding of blood as a covenantal act for the benefit of others 
(Matt 26:28) 

F. Proclaimed in Nazareth that His ministry was a fulfillment of Isa 61 (Luke 4:18-
19; Isa 61:1-2; Matt 11:4-5) 

G. Jesus chose 12 disciples  

1. Called them a ‘little flock’ (Luke 12:32) a term for the remnant of Israel  

2. Envisions them judging the 12 tribes (Matt 19:28) 

3. Entry into Jerusalem fulfilling Zech 9:9 and the promised royal restoration 
of Israel  

H. Promises of God are ‘Yes’ in Christ (2 Cor 1:20)  

I. Jesus and the fulfillment of the OT in the NT  



Dalrymple   Fall 2012 
 

 7 

J. Luke 1-2 is full of emphasis on Jesus fulfilling Israel’s hopes for redemption and 
restoration  

1. John’s mission is to bring Israel back to God 1:16-17  

2. Jesus would possess the throne of David forever 1:32  

3. Mary’s song: God has helped His servant Israel 1:54  

4. Zechariah’s song: God has redeemed His people 1:68-75  

5. Simeon declares: Jesus is salvation and a light for the Gentiles 2:29-32 

6. Anna gives thanks and spoke of all who were looking forward to the 
redemption of Jerusalem 2:38 

K. Matt begins with a genealogy which is divided into 3 phases of history (Matt 
1:17): Matt omits generations in order to fit the genealogy into his scheme 

1. Establishing of the covenant with Abraham to the establishing of the 
monarchy under David  

2. David to the destruction and loss of the monarchy in Babylonian exile  

3. Exile to the coming of the Messiah  

4. Jesus is the end of the story; climax has been reached; Jesus is the 
completion of the story 

L. Matt then follows with 5 scenes from Jesus’ childhood that show that Jesus was 
the fulfillment of the promises of the OT (Matthew means by ‘fulfill’ to ‘bring to 
fruition’; thus, the deliverance of Jesus from Egypt has brought to fruition the 
deliverance of God’s people from Egypt) 

1. 1:18-25 Conception was ‘to fulfill’ Isa 7:14 (Immanuel)  

2. 2:1-12 Birth in Bethlehem was ‘to fulfill’ Mic 5:2  

3. 2:13-15 Escape to Egypt and return ‘to fulfill’ Hosea 11:1 

4. 2:16-18 Murder by Herod of the boys ‘to fulfill’ Jer 31:15  

5. 2:19-23 Jesus’ family settles in Nazareth ‘to fulfill’ the prophets?  

M. Matt 8:10-12: many from east and west will recline with Abraham  

N. Mark 11:15-17: Temple clearing  
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O. Acts 1:8: ends of the Earth  

P. Rom 10:13 

The Role of the NT people of God 

A.  ‘You are witnesses’  fulfilling Isa 43:10, 12 (Luke 24:48; Acts 1:8) 

B. Thus, Paul and Barnabas quote Isa 49:6 to justify their taking the Gospel to the 
Gentiles Acts 13:46-47 

d) 1 Peter 2:4-9; 1 Pet 1:10-12  

e) NT assumes that believers are identified with Christ (Paul’s phrase “in 
Christ:)  

f) Paul says that the OT was written ‘for us’ (1 Cor 10:11; Rom 15:4)  

g) Transformation of 5th commandment: ‘earth’ Eph 6:2; (cf 5:32) 

h) Gal 3:29; Gal 4:21-31: not a haphazard allegory: one child was the result 
of effort and the other God’s promise; OT applied to the Church 

Biblical basis for a missional hermeneutic 

A. Jesus asserts His messianic centering of the Bible in Luke 24:45-47: but also notes 
the missional thrust as well!  

1. Jesus asserts: both that the Scriptures are about Him and that repentance 
should be proclaimed to all the nations    

B. Paul asserts the same double focus: Acts 26:22-23  

C. Luke-Acts is framed so that the mandate to the disciples to be witnesses to the 
nations ends volume one and begins volume two  

D. Missional hermeneutic results from the fact that the whole bible renders to us 
the story of God’s mission through God’s people in their engagement with God’s 
world for the sake of the whole of God’s creation 
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Introduction to Hermeneutics: Genre 

History  

A. Redemptive history is a story of God’s covenantal activity in which God has written 
the plot  

B. All theological history has 3 purposes: 1 Cor 10:1-11 

1. To show God’s activity with his people in the past  

2. To show how the past has established an identity for His people  

3. To demand a response: God’s people should obey and trust (Deut 6:12; 20-25; 
Exod: ‘I am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. . . .’) 

C. What narratives are not: 

1. Not just stories about people who lived a long time ago.  They are stories about 
God and his redemptive character 

2. Not usually designed to teach directly, but often illustrate what is taught 
explicitly elsewhere 

3. Morals are not always to be taken from individual narratives  

D. Principles for interpreting narratives 

1. Narratives record what happened, not what should have happened.  OT 
characters are far from perfect.  Therefore what happens in narratives is not 
necessarily a good example for us   

2. All narratives are selective and incomplete 

3. Narratives are not written to answer all our theological questions 

4. God is the hero of all biblical narratives 

5. All biblical narratives point at least indirectly to Christ 

Law 

A. Torah: Gen-Deut 

B. Exod 19:4-6 Purpose of the Law was to set Israel apart from the nations 

C. Law acknowledges the sinfulness of man: therefore, two principles: 
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1. 2-3 witnesses required in capital crimes  

2. Lex Talionis: Law of retaliation  

D. Matt 5:17: the idea of Law being fulfilled means that it looks beyond itself  

1. Christ fulfilled the moral requirements of the law (Rom 8:3-4); note Gal 3:10-14 

2. Does not mean that they are done away with 

3. Through the Spirit we obey the Law 

E. We must understand the OT purpose of Israel and how the NT people of God fulfill 
that role: i.e., The Law is bound up with Redemption; thus, we must ask what is its 
current redemptive-historical context (RH) 

1. Exod 19:4-6 (Prelude to the 10 commandments) 

2. NT people of God are not tied to an ethnic group nor to a land  

3. Acts 10-11: Food laws clearly marked the Gentiles as unclean; now they are 
fulfilled 

4. Heb 10:1-17 Sacrificial laws are fulfilled in Christ  

5. Lev 19: Be Holy: we must ask how to apply them into our modern context 

F. Case Law vs Apodictic Law  

1. Apodictic law: 10 Commandments: ‘thou shall . . .' express general principles 
(Exod 20) 

2. Case law: ‘if . . . then’ or ‘when’ or ‘whoever’ address specific cases (case laws 
are application of apodictic laws) (Exod 21-22)  

3. Principle applies though often the specific application of the law (case law) does 
not  

a. Case law: parapet around roof; might apply in the sense of a fence 
around pools 

4. Various laws about social life (Exod 21:1-22:20) 

a. Many included here were done so because of the connection to slavery.  
Israel is to act differently than Egypt; also God gives reason for his 
punishment of Egypt. 
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b. Moral symmetry—punishment matches the crime. Law of talion not 
always applied literally (21:18-19; 21:26-27) 

c. Human life is sacred.  Very harsh laws showing this.  Even animals are 
punished for not taking this seriously (21:28) 

5. Moral rules which highlight the exemplary behavior God expects of his people, 
especially towards the underprivileged (Exod 22:21-23:9) 

Poetry 

A. Appreciating the poetry 

1. Compressed language; says a lot in a few words; meaning the reader must slow 

down 

a. Result is a measure of ambiguity 

b. Minimizing of conjunctions; terseness 

B. Imagery/figurative language; metaphor: intended to shock us and consider new 
things about God  

1. Taking 2 things that are not alike: first is something we don’t know and the 
second is something we do know 

2. Shock value: Lord as a shepherd is shocking (ANE: shepherd is a metaphor for a 
King; cf Ezek 34) 

3. Ps 78:65: to awaken a drunken soldier would be to arouse a man to violence (cf 
Ezek 16, 23) 

C. Distinguishing mark of OT poetry is ‘parallelism’  

1. Parallelism occurs where two lines deal with the same subject  

2. 2nd line provides more information and explains the 1st  

D. Categories of Parallelism 

1. Synonymous—repetition of same thought in two different but similar way 

a. Psalm 103:9 He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger 
forever 
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b. Psalm 24:1 Of David. A psalm. The earth is the LORD's, and everything in 
it, the world, and all who live in it; 

c. Isaiah 1:10 Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the 
law of our God, you people of Gomorrah!  

d. Psalm 69:7 For I endure scorn for your sake, and shame covers my face. 

2. Antithetic—saying the same thing by opposite means 

Proverbs 15:20 A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish man 
despises his mother. 

a. Proverbs 1:8 Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not 
forsake your mother's teaching. 

b. Psalm 1:6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the 
way of the wicked will perish. 

3. Chiasm—said in opposite order 

a. Psalm 1:6 For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the 
way of the wicked will perish. 

b. Psalm 51:1  

… Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;  
 

according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 

c. Isaiah 40:12a  

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand,  
 

or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? . . .   

Proverbs  

A. Proverbs are often parabolic, i.e. Figurative, pointing beyond themselves 

B. Proverbs are intensely practical, not theoretically theological 

C. Brief memorable sayings with wide applications  

D. Not to be taken as unbending rules 
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Prov 26:4  Do not answer a fool according to his folly  
Or he will be wise in his own eyes 

Prov 26:5 Answer a fool according to his folly 
Or you will be like him yourself 

E. Proverbs as such are not legal guarantees from God—Blessings as the result of 
righteousness?  

F. Proverbs are to be read as a collection.  The theology is found by reading the 
book in light of chapters 1-9:  Folly vs. wisdom. 

G. Proverbs are worded to be memorable, not to be theoretically accurate 

H. Some proverbs strongly reflect ancient culture and need to be translated to be 
understood—contextualized. 

I. Proverbs may use highly specific language, exaggeration or any of a variety of 
literary techniques to make their point 

J. Proverbs give good advice for wise approaches to certain aspects of life, but are 
not exhaustive in their coverage 

Prophecy  

Rise of the prophets 

A. Rise in the 8th-9th centuries 

B. Called the people of God to obedience to the covenant  

C. Rise in condemnation of the injustices against the social oppression  

1. Mic 2:1-3; Isa 1:17; Amos 4:1-2; 7:17; Hos 9:2-3  

2. Jeremiah especially details the neglect of the widow, the orphan, and the alien 
(7:5-7) 

3. Oppressed the aliens (Ezek 22:7, 29; Mal 3:5) 

Prophecy  

A. Do all prophecies come to pass just as they read: or are they contingent? 

1. Sometimes God reverses a threatened judgment or an offer of blessing; 
sometimes He softens them; and at other times he increases them   



Dalrymple   Fall 2012 
 

 14 

2. Jer 18:5-10 

3. 2 Chron 12:5-7: sometimes a prophecy does not appear to have any 
contingencies (as in 12:5); but only later we find out that it did 

4. Most famous example of this is with Jonah:  

a. 3:4; 40 more days and Nineveh will be destroyed  

b. 3:5-9: Nineveh repents (cp 4:2) 

B. Three kinds of prophesies 

1. Conditional prophecies: Prophecies that explicitly contain some sort of condition 
If you do this, then you will get this. (Isa 1:19-20; 7:9: Jer 7:5-7; 22:4-5) 

2. Prophecies accompanied by assurances: usually includes a divine oath 

a. Jer 7:15-6: Yahweh forbade intercession for the city: Not allowed to pray 

b. Cf Jer 11:14; Amos 1:3, 6, 9, 13, 2:1, 4, 6 

c. YHWH’s divine oath in Isaiah 54:9 

d. Other examples of divine oaths: Jer 44:26; Is 62:8; Amos 4:2, 6:8, 8:7 

e. Jer 11:11, 14; Jer 14:11-12; Jer 15:1 would not relent even if Moses and 
Samuel were to stand before him 

3. Prophecies without qualifications: These prophecies contain neither expressed 
conditions; nor God’s assurances/oaths 

a. predictions that did not take place 

i. Jonah 3:4, 3:10 

ii. 2 Chron 12:6 

iii. 2 Kings 22:11 

b. Why did they not happen? 

i. Intervening historical contingency 

ii. In these cases, human repentance 

c. How often can we expect this? 
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i. Any time there isn’t an obvious qualified prediction; All 
unqualified prophecies are subject to this 

- What about Deut 18:22 where failed predictions mark false prophets? How are 
they to know when to stone someone? 

 Moses full well knew that there were historical contingencies and so 
did everyone else. So the prophecy could be judged with the 
understanding of contingencies. 

C. Four major themes of the prophets 

1. First, one of the most basic themes of the Prophets is that of coming judgment: 
Immediate concern of most prophecy is to condemn wicked behavior, threaten 
punishment, and exhort to repentance: they are Covenant Enforcers 

a. Prophets were prophets of judgment: but their words of judgment were 
often warnings (unless accompanied by an oath); Prognostication was not 
the main point: (speaks to the nature of Scripture in general and 
prophecy in specific:  God wants us to act; He is not concerned that we 
know something so that we are aware of it; or, so that we will not be 
surprised; but He informs us so that we can do something: be ready with 
our lives; repent; preach; etc): notion of judgment if they fail to repent is 
one of the key themes of the prophets (Isa 1:10-20, 21-24, 31; 2:19-21; 
5:30; 29:6; 51:17; Jer 4:23; 25:11, 18-26; 26:3; Ezek 5:9; 10; 16:15ff; 
16:31ff; 38-39; 46; Dan 9; Hos 4:15; Amos 8:2; 9:8; Mic 1:3-5; Judgments 
often include Israel’s enemies (Isa 13:6-22; 16:14; 19:1; 21:16; 24:21-23; 
26:14; 34:8-10; Jet 25:18-26; 51:6-7; Ezek 27; 28:11-19; 38-39; Dan 2:24-
40; 7:11-12, 22, 26; 8; Joel 3:12; Jon 3:4; Hab 2;3-4; Zech 12:1-9; Mal 4:1 

b. Message of the Prophets before the exile (721 BC Northern Kingdom of 
Israel; 605/586 BC Southern Kingdom of Judah) (Isaiah, Jeremiah; also: 
Joel, Amos, Jonah, Hosea, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah) 

i. Most prophets prior to the exile spent their time exhorting people 
to repent: they rebuked sin and warned of coming judgment 

ii. These prophets then believed that forgiveness would take place 
during the exile (Jer 31:34; cp Isa 43:25-26; 44:21-22): but this was 
predicated on repentance   

iii. After this Israel would be restored to the land (Jer 31:1-25; Ezek 
36:16-38): this idea has several subthemes: 

a. Regathering of a remnant of Israel (Isa 10:20-22; 11:11; 
43:5-7; Jer 31:7-8; 31:31-40; Ezek 28:25; 34:11-31; 36:24; 
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37:1-14, 21; Hos 1:11; Amos 9:8, 11-15; Mic 2:12; 4:6-7; 
Zeph 3:20; Zech 8:8) 

b. Rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple (Isa 28:16-22; 
44:26; 58:12; 61:4; Ezek 36:33; 40-48; Hag 2:7-9) 

c. New covenant and true obedience (Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 
11:19-20; 36:25-28; Joel 2:28; Mic 4:3) 

- Israel does not heed the prophet’s warnings, so in 721 BC the Assyrians 
destroy the capital city of the Northern Kingdom Israel 

- During this time the Southern Kingdom is given more and more 
opportunities to repent or to face the same consequence, yet they 
ultimately disobey  

- So, in 586 BC the Temple is destroyed and Jerusalem falls to the 
Babylonians 

2. Second is the theme of restoration after judgment (beginning in 539 BC) 

a. Message of the Prophets after the exile (Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel: also, 
Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi) 

- The restoration period is primarily led by prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malachi…their message was for people of God to learn from their past 
mistakes, repent, and restore Israel back to its original covenant (namely, 
the temple) 

- But, the People of God are more concerned with restoring their own 
house than the house of God (Hag 1) 

- The theme of the prophets during this time was: this could be our time, if 
we get our act together. Yet, they never did, so prophets began to look 
forward to a future restoration that would happen a long time from 
then… 

- It’s important to note here that the prophets only looked forward once 
they realized that the present was not getting any better. In other words, 
their primary concern was the present times, not the prediction of future 
events. 

b. Three stages are presented:  
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i. Jeremiah warns them and calls to repentance announcing the 
proposed judgment and its duration; with restoration following 
assuming repentance 

aa. Note: this was fulfilled in part but not wholly (cf 2 Chron 
36:21-22)  

ii. Daniel announces that the duration will increase because they did 
not repent 

iii. Haggai and Zechariah announce that Daniels increase in 
punishment may be lessened if they repent 

3. Third is the theme that the nations will one day be converted also (Isa 2:2-4; 
11:9-10; 19:18-25; 29:17; 49:6; 60:3; Mic 4:1-2) 

4. Fourth is the theme of the restoration of all Creation (Isa 11:6; 25:8; 60:19-20)  

D. Prophets tend to express themselves in highly metaphoric language  

1. Prophets describe significant events with cosmic upheaval language 

a. Isa 13:6, 9-11, 19: Fall of Babylon  

b. Ezek 32:5-8 Denunciation of the king of Egypt  

c. Joel 2:10-11, 30-32; 3:14-15 

2. Cosmic judgment language (Isa 2:19, 21; 5:30; 13:10, 13; 24:19-20; 29:6; 30:26; 
34:4, 8-10; 51:6; 64:1; 66:24; Jer 4:23; 7:20; 10:10; 21:11; Ezek 5:9; 32:7; 38:19-
20; Joel 2:10, 30-31; 3:15-16; Hag 2:6; Zech 14:12): such language does not have 
to means the actual end of time  

E. Prophecy encourages us by pointing to our victorious God who has already won the 
Heavenly battle 

F. Time frames  

1. The prophets use language of nearness  

a. Isa 13:22 (c. 740-701 BC) and Hab 2:3 (c. 609-598 BC): both speak of the 
impending judgment of Babylon; which occurred in 539  

b. Cf also, Ezek 30:3; Joel 1:15; Obad 15; Zeph 1:7, 14  
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c. Note Heb 12:26-28 claims that the coming of Christ fulfilled Haggai 2:6-7; 
but Haggai was prophesying in 520 BC and says that it will happen in ‘a 
little while’  

2. Use of ‘end’; we must ask the end of what?  

a. Amos (8:2; 750-722 B.C.) and Ezekiel (7:2-3; c. 593-573 B.C.) declare that 
the ‘end’ has come; Amos had the end of the Northern kingdom in mind 
and Ezekiel the end of the Southern kingdom 

Gospels  

A. Historical 

1. Gospels present themselves as History (Luke 1:1-4; John 19:35); contra 
parables!! 

B. Theological as well 

1. John 20:31  

2. The fact that the Gospels essentially ignore the childhood of Jesus demonstrates 
that they are not strictly biographical  

3. Clearly not strictly chronological; contradict one another in this regard 

a. Luke reverses the order of the 2nd and 3rd temptations (4:9-12; 
Matt 4: 8-10): Luke is most interested in Jesus’ relationship with 
the Temple and Jerusalem; thus, he placed last Jesus being 
tempted on the Temple 

b. John places the ‘judgment on the Temple’ at the beginning of His 
ministry 

Parables  

A. Parables are best understood in light of 2 features:  

1. The cultural situation of 1st c Palestine and the particular concerns of Jesus (Luke 
15:1-2: they serve as a rebuke)  

2. Parables often have an unexpected or surprise element (they project a familiar 
world, then introduce a radically unfamiliar element)  

a. Prodigal son: ‘give me my share of the inheritance’ was like wishing his 
father’s death: also, the father’s running to meet his son; mature men, 
walk slowly, with dignity 

b. Matt 20:1-16 it is surprising that all are paid equal  
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c. Luke 18:9-14 Parable of the Tax Collector and the Pharisee; for 1st c Jews 
the Pharisees were admired as godly (not as hypocrites); and tax 
collectors were dishonest and traitors; thus, the outcome of the parable 
was shocking 

B. Matt 13 and Mark 4: Parables clarify and make obscure the Kingdom of God  

Epistles  

A. Specific passages in a letter must be read in light of the entire letter  

B. Letters were intended for larger audience (Col 4:16; 1 Thess 5:27; 2 Tim 4:22)  

C. As with all of the biblical literature the Epistles reflect the customs and culture of 
their contemporary world  

D. These letters were written for a specific audience and to a specific situation; We 
must determine the meaning in the context of the historical occasion in which it 
arose before determining its present application 

1. Good exegesis means that we must determine the setting and 
background of the recipients  

2. We must also determine the circumstances in which the letter arose  

3. Because an ancient context is never going to correspond precisely into a 
modern one, we must determine the principle that the author is 
proposing and then determine how that translates into a modern context  

4. We must also determine if the prohibition is culturally dependent or 
theologically justified  

E. The problem is when these circumstances are not known today (Hebrews) 

F. Format of ancient letters:   
1. Salutation:  

a. Paul to so and so  
b. Greeting 

2. Body 
a. Body-opening: Thanksgiving or wishes  
b. Body-Middle  

i. Primarily historical   
ii. Primarily hortatory  

c. Body-Closing: why the book was written  
d. Summary conclusion  
e. Future plans  
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f. Wishes  
3. Closing 

a. Greetings, wishes   
b. Benediction  

G. Sometimes we must be content with a lack of complete understanding because 
the full details of a teaching are not known  

1. E.g. 2 Thess 2:5  

H. Sometimes a doctrine is not taught because it was assumed by everyone 

1. The epistles only address issues that were matters of dispute  

2. Therefore, there is no clear passage delineating the Trinity  

3. Abortion is not addressed explicitly 

4. Infant baptism?  
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Genre: Apocalyptic 

A. Apocalyptic: interprets earthly events, especially the struggles of God’s people, as 
manifestations of the heavenly warfare between God and evil 

B. Background of Apocalyptic  

1. Although apocalyptic literature has a prehistory in Isaiah 24-27, Ezekiel, and 
Zechariah, the earliest true apocalypse was Daniel 

2. Jewish Apocalypses present a pessimistic view of the present world and history  

C. Symbolism:  the symbols had an original context that would have been perceived by 
the original readers-hearers 

D. Characteristics  

1. Frequent use of repetition and recurring patterns 

2. Use of highly figurative language  

3. Symbolic use of numbers 

a. Numbers play a major role in apocalyptic 

4. Dualism 

a. The dualism works in various ways: temporal (two ages), spatial (heaven 
and earth; God and world), and ethical (good and evil) 

b. Revelation does not present a true dualism in that Satan is not the 
equivalent to God, but contrast between true and counterfeit  

E. Present reality of the eschaton with the coming of Christ 

1. With Christ the new creation has already dawned; for anyone in Christ is 
already—here and now—a new creature (2 Cor 5:17)  

 

Genre and Revelation 

A. Apocalyptic  

1. Revelation begins with the word ‘apocalypsis’ 

2. ‘Made it Known’/Communicated (1)  

a) Literally: ‘signify’; (cf. Dan 2:30): 1:1: ‘making something clear; signify or 
show: especially to ‘show by a sign’; symbolic communication (see the 
context of Dan 2:28-30, 45) 

b) Furthermore, it is used in parallel with ‘to show’ (1:1): here refers to a 
symbolic revelation communicated through angels (cf 4:1; 17:1; 21:9-10; 
22:1, 6, 8) 

3. Just as Daniel used symbolic language so does John 
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4. As an apocalypse we should understand it as we do other apocalypses: with the 
understanding that: 

B. Epistolary  

1. Written in the form of a circular letter  

2. Epistolary framework: 1:4-6 epistolary introduction 

3. Yet, the book does not open with this, but with a preface that characterizes the 
book as an apocalypse (1:1) 

4. Rest does not read like an epistle 

5. As an epistle it addresses real people with real circumstances 

6. As an epistle it had relevance to its original audience  

C. Prophetic  

1. Rev 1:3: ‘Prophecy’ of this book 

2. Rev 22:9: John claims to be a prophet  

3. John is commissioned as a prophet in 10:1-11:14 

D. 2 Keys to interpreting Revelation  

1. The book is about Jesus  

a) ‘The Revelation of Jesus Christ’ (1:1) 

b) Rev 1:12-18 

2. The symbolism is primarily derived from the OT  

a) As we read Rev 13 it is apparent upon close examination that the imagery 
of the Beast parallels the 4 beasts of Dan 7 

b) Rev 13:1  Dan 7:2-3, 7  

c) Rev 13:2     Dan 7:3-6 

d) Rev 13:4    Dan 7:6, 12 

e) Rev 13:5a     Dan 7:8, 25 

f) Rev 13:5b    Dan 7:25 (cf. 12:7, 11-12) 

g) Rev 13:6      Dan 7:25 (cf. 8:10-11; 11:36) 

h) Rev 13:7a    Dan 7:21 

i) Rev 13:7b     Dan 7:14 

4 Beasts of Daniel 

i. Beast 1: lion; eagle  

ii. Beast 2: bear  
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iii. Beast 3: leopard; 4 heads  

iv. Beast 4: 10 horns  

The Beast of Revelation 13 has:  

v. 10 horns; 7 heads; like a leopard; feet like a bear; mouth like a 
lion   

3. Conclusion: putting 1 and 2 together: we realize that John is viewing the OT 
through the lens of Jesus: Jesus as the fulfillment of all God’s promises; and Jesus 
as the One who is already bringing in the New Creation   
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Studying the Bible 
 

A. Historical and Cultural Background: a large supply of resources are available for 
doing in-depth research into the world of the Bible  

1. Bible Dictionaries are useful for identifying items and themes in the Bible 
(religious groups—Pharisees, various plants, cities, people, feasts, customs). An 
all-in-one volume (as these suggested here) should provide plenty of information  

a. The New Bible Dictionar ; Baker Exegetical Bible Dictionary 

2. Bible Histories: will provide good details as to the historical background of the 
biblical events  

a. NT: F. F. Bruce New Testament History  

b. OT: Tremper Longman, Iain Provine, and V. Philips Long, A Biblical History 
of Israel; F. F. Bruce Israel and the Nations;  

3. Introductions to the OT/NT: these books will provide a very good insight into the 
literature of the OT/NT.  They will provide an overview of each of the biblical 
books.  Great for beginning information for each of the books of the Bible 

a. NT: D. Guthrie New Testament Introduction; and Carson, Moo, and 
Morris An Introduction to the New Testament Achtemeier, Paul J., Joel B. 
Green, and Marianne Meye Thompson. Introducing the New Testament: 
Its Literature and Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001; Craig 
Blomberg.  Jesus and the Gospels, 2nd Edition, Nashville: Broadman and 
Holman, 2006; Craig Blomberg, From Pentecost to Patmos, Nashville: 
Broadman and Holman, 2006; Carson, D. A., Douglas Moo, and Leon 
Morris. An Introduction to the New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1992. A standard work alongside Guthrie.  

b. OT: Dillard and Longman Old Testament Introduction; and R. K. Harrison 
Introduction to the Old Testament 

B. Commentaries: a good commentary, though they may become labor intensive for 
many, will do all of the homework for you.  They will be written by experts in a field 
who are very familiar with the cultural, historical, linguistic, and theological 
backgrounds—including word studies, etc.  They are excellent resources when it 
come to a understanding a biblical passage 

1. New International Commentary on the OT/NT: a very reliable commentary series 
on the OT?NT 

2. Pillar NT Commentary: a newer series and therefore better in that they include 
the latest insights into NT studies; also a very reliable series; only available on 
the NT.  Not every book of the NT has been completed yet  
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3. New International Version Application Commentary: almost complete series on 
the OT?NT; handles the test well and often has good insights into contemporary  

4. Baker Exegetical Commentary: a good series; new; not completed; may tend to 
be too conservative at times 

5. Word Biblical Commentary: very helpful for bibliographical details 

6. Individual volumes in various series may also be very good; some of my favorite 
commentators include: F. F. Bruce, N. T. Wright, Joel Green, Gary Burge, 
Trempor Longman 

7. I do not recommend an all-in-one commentary as they will never have enough 
interaction with a biblical passage to make them profitable 

C. Bible Atlas: a good Bible atlas will integrate pictures and maps with the historical and 
cultural setting. For many they may reduce the need to purchase a Bible history 

1. Thomas V. Brisco, Holman Bible Atlas, Nashville, Tenn.: Broadman and Holman, 
1998  

2. Paul Lawrence, IVP Bible Atlas, Downers Grove, IVP 

3. Carl Rasmussen, Zondervan Atlas of the Bible, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2010 

 

 


