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Daniel 

I. Author and Date 

A. Addressed to Israelites living in Babylonian exile in the 6th c BC  

1. 1:1 3rd year of the reign of Jehoiakim (605 BC) 

2. 1:21 1st year of King Cyrus (539 BC) 

3. 10:1 3rd year of the great king (537 BC) 

B. Era of the rise of Babylon and the decline of Assyria 

1. Under Nebuchadnezzar Babylon reached the height of its power 

2. After his death the empire steadily declined  

3. The rise of the Persian empire was on the horizon 

4. Persia captured Babylon in 539 BC  

C. Persian returned exiles to their homelands  

 

II. Two halves 

A. Ch 1-6 Stories of Daniel; Ch 7-12 Visions of Daniel 

B. But,  

1. 2:4-7:28 written in Aramaic; this transcends the first and second 
halves 

2. Chs 2-7 arranged chiastically?  

a. 2 & 7 dreams embodying four kingdoms; with the destruction of 
the 4th resulting in the coming of the Divine kingdom 

(1) 4th kingdom is the most terrifying 

b. 3 & 6 martyrologies, in which the heroes are delivered by God  

c. 4 & 5 concern rebellious foreign kings (one who repented and was 
spared and one who was destroyed) 

C. 1-6: stories about Daniel  

D. 7-12 stories by Daniel of his visionary experiences 

1. Chs 1-6: Faithful Jews can live and succeed in a pagan court; though 
sometimes they face hostilities 

2. Chs 7-12: negative note in these visions: pagan powers are wild 
beasts: faithful Jews will inevitably suffer persecution and sometimes 
martyrdom 

3. Chs 1-6 the meaning of dreams are revealed to him and he acts as the 
interpreter 

4. Chs 7-12 Daniel needs the aid of interpreting angels to understand  
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III. Genre 

A. 1-6 Court tales  

B. 7-12 Visions and Dreams  

1. Chs 7-8 fall into a pattern  

a. Introduction    7:1   8:1 
b. Report of the vision   7:2-27  8:2-25 

1) Description   7:2-14  8:2-14 
2) Request for interpr   7:15-16 8:15-18 
3) Angelic Interpr       7:17-18      8:19-26a 
4) 2nd Request        7:19-22 
5) 2nd Interpr        7:23-27  

c. The end of the vision   7:28a  8:26 
d. Daniel’s reaction   7:28b  8:27 

2. Ch 9   
a. Lengthy introduction; including Daniel’s prayer  9:1-21 
b. Description of the vision     9:22-27  

3. Chs 10-12  
a. Short introduction   10:1-4 
b. Account of the vision   10:5-12:3 
c. Conclusion    12:4-12    (double charge to keep 

the vision a secret) 
 
IV. Themes  

A. Message of the entire book: God is in control (Divine Sovereignty) 

1. 1:2 “The Lord gave . . .” 

2. 1:9 “God granted” 

3. 1:17 “God gave”  

B. Israel must suffer exile: but God is in control serves as a message of 
encouragement  

C. God is supreme and faithful: He will punish Israel’s enemies and deliver them 

D. Parallels with Joseph story  

1. Heroes taken into captivity  

2. God-given ability to interpret dreams  

3. Become court officials for foreign kings 

4. Similar words and phrases in their stories 
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Chapter 1 

1:1-2 Jehoiakim delivered into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar  

A. 3rd year of Jehoiakim (605 B.C.) 

B. Nebuchadnezzar moves against Jerusalem (1; Cf 2 Chron 36:5-7) 

1. Results of the deportation of many of the leading citizens of Judea: 
including Daniel (2) 

C. Land of Shinar (2) 

 

1:3-7 Training for Service  

A. Elite young men from among the exiles are trained  

1. Including: (a name was integrally related to the person’s identity: change 
in name signified a new ownership and new allegiance; cf Gen 41:45; 2 
Kings 23:34; 25:17; Esther 2:7) 

a. Daniel (‘God is my judge’): Belteshazzar (either: ‘May a god protect 
his life’ or, ‘Lady [goddess], protect the king’) 

b. Hananiah (‘Yahweh has been gracious’): Shadrach (some form of 
the name Marduk is likely part of the meaning) 

c. Mishael (‘Who is what God is?’): Meshach (same as with Shadrach) 
d. Azariah (‘Yahweh is my help’): Abed-Nego (‘servant of Nabu’) 

2. Purpose: propaganda: train them in Babylonian ways; from which they 
would either serve in Babylon or back at home 

3. Literature and language of the Chaldeans: 

a. Language of the Chaldean tribe in power was Aramaic  

b. Language of the Babylonians was Akkadian 

c. Thorough immersion into the thought-world and culture of 
Babylon  

 

1:8-21 Avoiding defilement  

A. Daniel resolved not to be defiled with the kings ‘choice food’ (8)  

1. Defile: suggest religious defilement (Lev 11; Deut 12:23-26) 

B. Diet of vegetables (12) 

1. Purpose: to keep the four men from believing that their fitness was the 
result of the Babylonian culture  
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Chapter 2  

2:1-13 The King and his advisors  

A. Nebuchadnezzar had a dream (2)  

1. Common practice was to look for the future in such ways  

B. Professional magicians, etc called in:  

1. ‘King, live forever’ (4): ironic, for the vision will show that only God who 
is forever (20, 44) 

2. Magicians: Egyptian word used for interpreters at the Assyrian court 

3. Conjurers: enchanters; Akkadian word for magical practitioners who 
interpret signs in people who are ill 

4. Sorcerers: Akkadian for those skilled in charms and incantations (Exod 
22:18; Deut 18:10; Mal 3:5) 

5. Chaldeans: wise men; also used for priests of Bel: by Hellenistic times the 
term is synonymous with astrology and prognostication  

C. Interpreting dreams was on their job description; though the protocol required 
the king to tell the dream (4) 

1. The difference between Babylonian religion and Daniel’s was that the 
former actively sought for the future by means of their own initiative 
instead of God’s (Jer 23:23-32 condemns those who rely on dreams—a 
condemnation of prophets who ‘speak from their own heart’ and then 
claim it is from Yahweh 

D.  ‘There is not a man on earth who could declare it . . . except the gods’ (10-11) 

 

2:14-23 God reveals the mystery to Daniel  

A. Arioch sets out to slay the wise men (14; in keeping with the threat of v 5) 

B. Leads him to Daniel; who is one of the wise men (15) 

C. Daniel prays (19-23)  

1. God is powerful  

2. God is wise  

3. God controls history; not the planetary forces (21; cf Isa 40:25-26; 41:2)  

D. God answers Daniel (20-23; cf 27-28; 29b-30) 

 

2:24-45 The Dream and its interpretation  

A. Superiority of the God of Israel  

1. ‘A man among the exiles from Judah’ (25) 
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2. No man is able to interpret it (10, 27) 

3. ‘There is a God’ (28)  

B. Are you able? (26)  

1. No one is able (27)  

2. There is a God who reveals mysteries (28, 29) 

C. Note the dream has a present relevance (to Nebuchadnezzar) as well as it 
concerns ‘the last days’ (28, 45) 

1. ‘Latter days’ (28); ‘in the future’ (45) 

D. Dream of a huge statue (31-33): cp the 4 beasts of chs 7 & 8  

1. Head-gold  

2. Chest and arms-silver  

3. Belly and thighs-bronze 

4. Legs-iron; feet of iron and clay  

E. Also, ‘stone was cut out without hands (human)’ (34; Ps 118:22; Isa 8:14-15; 
Luke 20:17b-18) 

1. Struck the statue and crushed it (cf Ps 18:2; 42:9; 71:3)  

2. Stone became a great mountain (35)  

a. Symbolizes God’s rule in Isa 2:2-3; Ezek 17:23; Ps 2:6; 48:1-2; Mic 
4:1 

b. God is a Rock (Deut 32:18; Ps 18:3; 31:2-3)  

3. And filled the whole earth (cf Isa 2:2-3; 6:3; 11:9) 

4. Christ: Psalm 118:22; Matt 21:42; Mark 12:10-11; Luke 20:18; 1 Pet 2:6-
8; Isa 8:14; 28:16; Rom 9:33 

F. Interpretation (36): note the interpretation is closely related to the 
interpretation of chapter 7 (4 kingdoms equals the whole world)  

1. You are the head of gold—Babylon  

a. God has given you them and caused you to rule (37-38; 4:7-9, 17-
19; cp Jer 27:5-7; Ps 8) 

2. Greek view: 

a. Head: Nebuchadnezzar  

b. Arms and chest: Median empire  

c. Belly and thighs: Persian empire 

d. Legs: Greek empire 
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3. Roman view: 

a. Head: Nebuchadnezzar  

b. Arms and chest: Medo-Persian empire  

c. Belly and thighs: Greek empire  

d. Legs: Roman empire 

 

2:46-49 The King’s response  

A. Nebuchadnezzar responds by falling prostrate, making an offering, and burning 
incense (46; Isa 45:14; 49:23; 60:14) 

1. Daniel does not refuse this but uses his new position to leverage the 
situation for his friends and himself (49) 

a. Though perhaps the worship was of God (note: 47) 

b. Contra Paul and Barnabas (14:8-20); though we are assuming that 
Daniel did nothing  

B. Surely your God is a God of gods and a Lord of Kings (47)  

1. A good polytheist would have no problem making this assertion  

 

 

Chapter 3 

Attacks on idolatry (Isa 40:18-20; 44:9-20; 46:1-7)  

Those who make idols will be like them (Ps 115:8) 

3:1-7 Nebuchadnezzar’s image of Gold  

A. Image of Gold: 60 cubits high x 6 cubits wide (1)  

B. Satraps, prefects, and governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and 
all rulers of the provinces (2, 3, 27) 

C. All ordered to worship the image (5) 

D. All who refuse are to be killed—with blazing fire (6) 

 

3:8-12 Accusation against the Three Friends  

A. Charges brought forward against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego (8) 

1. By some Chaldeans (9) 

B. Probably: those who were upset with their sudden rise in power (12) 
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3:13-18 Confrontation with Nebuchadnezzar 

A. 3 men brought in (13) 

1. What god can save you? (15; cp 2 Kings 18: 33-35; 19:10-13) 

B.  ‘If it be so’ 

C. Our God is able to deliver us from the furnace (17; Cp Deut 4:20) 

D. But, even if he does not (18) 

1. Their motivation was not in their confidence that God would save them, 
but their adherence to the first two commandments: no other gods, and 
no graven images (Acts 4:19-20: obey God not men) 

2. They are committed as a matter of principle and not prudence  

3. They are committed to YHWH not because He is powerful, but because 
they have committed themselves to Him: covenantal and moral and not 
power  

 

3:19-27 The Miraculous deliverance  

A. Angers Nebuchadnezzar even more (19)  

1. Orders the furnace to be turned up 7x 

B. Soldiers who cast them up were killed (23) 

C. ‘Look, I see four men loosed and walking around’ (25) 

D. Fourth: is like a son of the gods  

E. Jews are saved not from the fire, but in it 

1. Egyptian captivity is likened to ‘iron furnace’ (Deut 4:20; 1 Kings 8:51; Jer 
11:4)  

 

3:28-30 Nebuchadnezzar Worships God  

A. Blessed be the God who sent His angel and delivered (28) 

B. Orders respect given to God; not the same as the worship that was to be given to 
the statue (29) 

C. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego prosper further—thus, thwarting the plans 
of the opponents (30) 
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Chapter 4 

4:1-3 Nebuchadnezzar’s Decree to Praise the Lord  

4:4-18 Dream Report and the search for an interpreter 

A. Dream which no one is able to interpret (5-7) 

B. Daniel summoned (8) 

C. Dream (10-17) 

1. Huge tree: symbol of fertility, growth, and prosperity (cp Ezek 17:1-10; 
31:3-14)  

2. Provided shade for all the animals and branches are the home for the 
birds 

3. Orders the destruction of the tree—save its stump and roots  

4. Becomes a beast wandering the earth for 7 years 

D. Most High is the Ruler 

 

4:19-27 The Dream Interpretation  

A. Daniel hesitates to give the interpretation (19) 

B. Interpretation (20-26) 

1. Nebuchadnezzar is the tree  

2. He is the recipient of the coming judgment  

3. He will be reduced to animal-like state  

C. Conditional: he should break away from his sins and do righteousness (27) 

 

4:28-33  Fulfillment of the Dream 

A. Dream fulfilled: ‘All this happened to Nebuchadnezzar’ (28) 

1. Though 12 months passed before it occurred (29)  

2. Height of his pride (30) 

3. Note: sanity restored (36) 

 

4:34-37 Healing and Doxology  

A. Nebuchadnezzar acknowledges God rule (34)  

B. Sanity restored (36) 
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Chapter 5 

5:1-4 Profanation of the holy vessels  

A. Belshazzar the king (1; 8:1-4, 15-20) 

B. Held a great feast  

1. Some speculate that this feast was to unite the leaders as the Persians 
were encroaching  

2. Indeed, they were successful the next day: Oct 12, 539 BC (30-31) 

C. Vessels from the Temple in Jerusalem (2) 

1. Profaning the sacred with a common use  

D. They praised the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone (4) 

 

5:5-12 The Writing on the Wall  

A. Hand writes on the wall (5)  

1. ‘Finger’: metaphorical (cp Exod 8:19; 31:18; Ps 8:3) 

B. ‘Third’ in the kingdom: behind himself and his father Nabonidus (7) 

C. Queen entered (10) 

 

5:13-28 Daniel’s Interpretation of the Inscription  

A. Belshazzar speaks condescendingly to Daniel (he is just a captive) (13)  

B. Daniel refuses the gifts (17)  

1. Daniel does actually receive the reward (29) 

2. Perhaps he wanted it to be known that that was not his primary 
motivation  

C. Daniel rebukes the king (18-24) 

D. Inscription (25-28) 

1. Mene (repeated for emphasis), Tekel, Peres  

a. As nouns they are units of money: ‘Mina, mina, shekel, and a half’ 

b. Interpreted by Daniel as verbal forms (passive participles): 
‘numbered, weighed, and divided’ 

c. ‘God numbered your kingdom and put an end to it’ 

2. Tekel: ‘weighed and scaled and found deficient’ 

3. Upharsin; Peres (sing) (note the relationship with ‘Persia’) ‘kingdom has 
been divided and given 
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E. The beginning of the Babylonian empire was associated with a confusion of 
languages (Babel; Gen 11:1-9) and now so is the end  

 

5:29-31 Reward and Punishment  

A. Daniel rewarded (29)  

1. Hours later it was meaningless  

B. Belshazzar killed (30) 

 

 

Chapter 6 

6:1-9 Plot Against Daniel  

A. Darius the Mede (1) 

B. Daniel appointed one of three commissioners (2) 

C. All the commissioners have approved the plan (7) 

D. Law of the Medes and Persians it cannot be revoked (8, 15) 

 

6:10-18 Daniel in the Lion’s Den  

A. Daniel’s response: enters his room and prays (10)  

1. Toward Jerusalem? (cf 1 Kings 8:35-36) 

2. 3x/day: as he had been doing  

B. Spies catch him in the act (11) 

C. They approach the king (12-15) 

D. Daniel thrown into the lion’s den (16) 

 

6:19-24 Daniel’s rescue and the Fall of the Conspirators  

A. Lion’s den was more of an ordeal than an execution 

1. Note: ‘I was found innocent’ (22) 

B. God sent His angel (22)  

1. Similar to the 4th man in the furnace (ch 3) 

2. Daniel has not even a scratch; just as the three men did not even smell of 
fire 

C. Accusers and their families are eaten before they even reached the floor (24) 
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6:25-28 Darius’ Decree  

A. Daniel’s God is the Living God (26); i.e., He is active in the world 

1. His Kingdom is forever!!!  

 

 

Chapter 7 

7:1-8 Horror by the Sea  

A. 1st year of Belshazzar: 550/549 BC (1)  

B. Four winds stirring up the sea (2)  

C. Four great beasts arise from the sea (3; cf Hosea 13:7-8; Jer 4:7; 5:6; Ezek 29:3)  

1. Beasts are bizarre, mutant, and thus horrific  

2. For an Israelite they are evil because hybrid creatures are unclean  

3. Represent four kingdoms that will arise on the earth (17)  

D. Beast 1: lion, with wings of an eagle, stood like a man (4)  

E. Beast 2: bear with 3 ribs coming out of its mouth (5) 

F. Beast 3: leopard, with four wings and four heads (6)  

G. Beast 4: dreadful: vaguely animal-like: iron teeth, bronze claws (19), 10 horns, 
little horn with eyes like man’s and a mouth uttering great boasts (7-8) 

1. 4th beast is certainly the central one 

a. Longer description 

b. More terrifying 

c. Continues into the account of the Ancient of days (cf 11-12) 

2. Greece or Rome?: only historical sequence can justify either as the 
description is so vague to be applied concretely to either  

a. Note: 4 and 10 are highly symbolic numbers  

3. Horns signify power and strength 

4. Thus, this beast has great power  

5. Small horn replaces 3 horns (8)  

6. Mouth uttered great boasts; cp v 11 

H. Beasts are destroyed (11)  
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7:9-14 Heavenly Power  

A. Ancient of Days (9)  

1. Theophany God in His role as judge 

2. Throne blazing: judgment 

a. ‘Court sat’ (10) 

3. White hair: wisdom  

4. White clothing: righteousness  

B. Attended by angels (10)  

1. Thousands upon thousands; extremely high but countable number  

2. Myriads upon myriads: uncountable number 

C. 11-12 Summary statement  

D. One like a Son of Man (13)  

1. Human versus beasts: God’s purpose in creation is for man to rule over 
the beasts is accomplished in the consummation  

2. Riding on the clouds: ancient imagery for the appearance of God  

a. Cp Pillar of cloud by day and the fire by night (Exod 13:21) 

b. Cp Cloud on Mt Sinai (Exod 19:16) 

c. Cp Cloud in the Most Holy Place (Lev 16:2) 

d. Cp Cloud rider (Ps 68:4; 104:3-4) 

e. Cp Cloud riding in the context of judgment/war (Isa 19:1; Nah 1:3) 

3. Son of man:  

a. Humankind as a collective; or a man (Ezek is addressed as such 
93x): cp Psalm 8:4; 144:3 

b. Represents the saints cp 22, 27 

c. ‘Like’ a son of man: contrasts with the beasts v 4, 6 

4. Son of man is given dominion; whereas, the beasts are stripped of power 
or destroyed  

5. Everlasting dominion (14): used only of God 2:44; 4:3; 4:34; 6:26  

6. Equivalent to the ‘stone cut without hands’ that destroys the 4 kingdoms  

 

7:15-28 Divine Victory  

A. Interpretation by an angel (16)  
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B. Four beasts are four kingdoms (17) 

1. From the earth: earthly origin  

C. The Saints of the Most High will possess a kingdom forever (17-18) 

1. They suffer at the hands of the little horn: they are promised a 
resurrection (12:1-3)  

D. 11th horn (20-25)  

1. Most rebellious  

a. He will speak against the Most High (25)  

2. Larger (20) 

3. Uttered great boasts  

4. Waging war with the saints and overpowering them (21; cp Eph 6:12)  

5. Horn: symbolic of ‘pride’ and ‘honor’ (1 Sam 2:1; Ps 89:17) 

6. Charged with 4 counts (25) 

a. Blasphemy: (from 173 BC Antiochus’ coins carried the epithet 
theos epiphanous)  

b. Wearing out the holy ones: Antiochus’ persecution of faithful Jews  

c. Changing the set times: Antiochus forbidding the keeping of the 
Sabbath and other feast days  

d. Changing the law: Tore and buried copies of the Law of Moses and 
executed those who had copies  

E. Time, times, and half a time (25) 

1. Often: one year, two years, and half a year: 3½ years 

2. Does fit with the time of Antiochus’ oppression of the Jews (168/7-65/4 
BC): though this period was technically 3 yrs and 8 days; probably 
symbolic of half of 7; a short period of evil  

3. Note: ‘times’ is merely plural and does not necessarily denote ‘two’ 

4. First reading is that it is vague  

F. Kingdom given to the people of the holy ones (27) 

1. Everlasting kingdom  

2. All kingdoms will become subservient to Him 
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Rev chapter 13 and Daniel 7: primary background for Rev 13 is Dan 7; cp 

1. Rev 13:1  Dan 7:2-3, 7  

2. Rev 13:2     Dan 7:3-6 

3. Rev 13:4    Dan 7:6, 12 

4. Rev 13:5a      Dan 7:8, 25 

5. Rev 13:5b      Dan 7:25 (cf. 12:7, 11-12) 

6. Rev 13:6      Dan 7:25 (cf. 8:10-11; 11:36) 

7. Rev 13:7a      Dan 7:21 

8. Rev 13:7b      Dan 7:14 

 

Rev 13 is a composite of the 4 beasts of Dan 7 

1. 10 horns, 7 heads, 10 crowns  

2. Like a leopard; feet like a bear, mouth like a lion (Dan 7:4-6) 

3. Comes up out of the sea (Dan 7:3) 

4. Speaks blasphemies (little horn; Dan 7:8, 11, 20; 8:11-14)  

5. God is the object of the blasphemies (Dan 7:25) 

6. War against the saints—almost identical terms (13:7; Dan 7:21) 

7. (note the dragon of Rev 12:3-4 derives from Dan 7-8)  

8. ‘Was given’ (Dan 7:6) 

 

Note the role of Dan 7:14 in Rev  

1. Dominion was given (13:7) 

2. Over all who worship (13:7b-8) 

3. Book (13:8; Dan 7:10) 

 

Dan 8:10-14 and Rev 13  

1. Blasphemies against God  

2. Rebellion against God  

3. Rebellion against the Temple  

4. Duration of the events (though not the same time) 

5. poiew (13:5, 7; Dan 8:12, 24)  

6. Horn (Dan 8) and the tyrant of Dan 11; combined in Rev 13:1-2 

7. Place (Dan 8:11 LXX) and Rev 12:6, 14 
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Chapter 8 

8:1-27  

8:1-14 Vision of a Ram and a Goat  

chs 8-12 narrow the discussions from the whole world (4:1; 5:19; 6:25; 7:14) to the 
Jews and the Temple (8:13; 9:2, 24; 10:14; 11:31ff; 12:1, 7)  

A. Third year of Belshazzar: 548/547 BC (1)  

B. Ram with 2 horns (3) 

1. Rams and goats are symbols of power (goat being fiercer)  

2. 1 horn longer than the other, though it came up last  

3. Ram with 2 horns represents the combined Medo-Persian empire (20)  

4. Charges West, North, and South (4)  

5. Did as he pleased and magnified himself (4) 

C. Goat coming from the West, with a horn between its eyes (5)  

1. Rushed at the Ram and shattered its 2 horns (6-7) 

2. Magnified himself exceedingly—beyond that of the ram (8) 

3. Horn broken off and replaced by 4 others  

4. 8:21 informs us that this is Alexander the Great (334-331 he conquered 
and established an empire that stretched from Greece to India) 

D. Small horn grows out of one of the four (9-12)  

1. Horn: symbol of a king or kingdom; pride and honor (cf ch 7): cp the 
horns of 7 and 8: 

a. Arise out of a second stage of a great empire 

b. Blasphemous arrogance 

c. Persecute and prevail against ‘the holy ones’ for a set period 

d. Become great from small beginnings 

e. Oppose God 

f. Destroyed 

g. Differences: one is an additional horn among ten while the other 
grows from one of the four horns 

h. Ch 8 is likely stressing the relationship of the horn to the four 
successor kingdoms of Alexander’s empire instead of the Seleucids 
as predecessors 

2. Unanimous opinion that this horn is Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

3. Become large: growing to the south, east, and the beautiful land (Israel) 
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4. Grows beyond human dimensions: reaching the ‘host of heaven’ (10; Isa 
14:12-15) 

a. Interpretation of this vision tells us that the righteous are meant 
(24) 

5. Successful against its adversaries in heaven; causing some to fall to the 
earth (Rev 12:4) 

6. Challenges the ‘prince of the host’ (NAS: ‘commander’) (11)  

a. God Himself (cp 8:25; 11:36) 

7. Result: removes the regular sacrifices  

a. Antiochus removed the sacrifices and desecrated the altar  

8. Place of His sanctuary was thrown down  

a. Frequently, the dwelling-place of God (Exod 15:17; 1 Kings 8:13; 
Heavenly dwelling-place of God: 1 Kings 8:39, 43) 

b. Here: Temple  

9. ‘Host’ and regular sacrifices thrown down (12) 

10. ‘Rebellion’: the rebellion of the little horn or of God’s people?  

11. “Truth’ flung to the ground 

a. Antiochus had copies of the Torah burnt and executed those who 
possessed them  

E. Holy one speaking (13) 

1. Angel (cp Zech 2:7-8) 

2. Josephus: Michael 

F. ‘How Long’:  

1. Frequent lament (Ps 6:3; 13:1-2; 35:17; Isa 6:11; Jer 12:14; Zech 1:12; 
Rev 6:9-11) 

2. 2,300 evenings and mornings (14)  

a. 2,300 days or 1150?  

3. Informs us that the rebellion against God is short-lived  

 

8:15-25 Interpretation of the vision  

A. One who looked like a man: Gabriel appears to explain the vision (16; Zech 2:8) 

B. “The vision pertains to the time of the end” (17-18; cf Isa 26:20; Zech 1:12—
where it refers to God’s wrath against Israel) 
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C. Ram with 2 horns: kings of Media and Persia (20) 

1. One horn grew larger though it arose later: the Persian part of the empire 
overtook the Median and assumed dominance 

D. Goat: Greece (21) 

1. Horn between its eyes: 1st king: Alexander the Great 

a. Achieved control of Italy to India in a matter of years  

b. Died at the age of 33 in 323 BC; 2 young sons were murdered 
(horn broken off: 8?) 

c. Kingdom divided among his 4 generals 

2. 4 generals are the 4 horns (22) 

a. Cassander ruled Macedonia and Greece  

b. Lysimachus ruled Thrace and Asia Minor 

c. Seleucus ruled N Syria, Mesopotamia, and the East 

d. Ptolemy ruled S Syria, Palestine, and Egypt 

E. ‘Latter period of their rule’ (23) 

F. King will arise (23)  

1. Horn that grows out of the four (9)?  

2. Universally considered to be Antiochus IV Epiphanes; Seleucid ruler 

3. Oldest brother actually the successor, but pushed aside his nephew and 
gained the throne: hence, the master of intrigue (23) 

4. He will destroy the holy people (24; 10-11) 

5. Thus, though skilled in wisdom/intrigue/duplicity (one who understands 
riddles), his wisdom is shown to be perverse (25) 

6. Ordered the cessation of temple sacrifice in 167 B.C.  

7. “Oppose the Prince of Princes” (25): Jews considered this as an attack 
against God Himself  

 

8:26-27 

A. He will be destroyed; but without human agency (26)  

B. Daniel does not completely understand (26-27; 12:5) 

 

 

Chapter 9 

9:4-19 Daniel prays for the restoration and vindication of Jerusalem  
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9:22-27 Angel Gabriel answers and notes: 
- 24-25 

o There will be an end to transgression 
o A final atonement 
o A renewed covenant 
o The rebuilding of the city  

- 26a 
o Anointed One will be cut off and have nothing 

- 26b-27 
o Troops of the prince will destroy the city and the sanctuary 
o Sacrifices will cease 
o Set up an ‘abomination that makes desolation’  

 

9:1-19 

A. 1st yr of Darius the Mede; 539 BC (1) 

1. Same year as the decree of Cyrus that allowed the exiles to begin to 
return to Judah 

B. Daniel is reading Jer 25 and the prophecy that the exile will last 70 years (2; Jer 
25:11-12; 29:10) 

1. After 70 years the exile will end  

2. 2 Chron 36:20-22: connects the 70 years with the Sabbath rest of Lev 
25:1-7; 26:31-35, 43  

3. Lev 26:40-45: God will send them away as a result of their sins; but He 
will not forget them  

a. 26:43: the Land will enjoy it Sabbaths while they are in exile 

b. Cp 2 Chron 36:21-22 

C. Daniel responds with a prayer of confession; knowing that confession is required 
to end the exile (3-14): such acknowledgement of Israel’s guilt and Yahweh’s 
righteousness was required for deliverance from the covenant curses: Lev 
26:34-42; especially 40-42 

1. Theology of this chapter is the theology of Covenant 

a. 9:4: God is one who keeps the covenant 

b. Note the repeated use of the covenant name Yahweh (9:2, 4, 10, 13, 
14, 20; only occurrences of the divine name in the whole book) 

c. Covenant language pervades this chapter (unlike the other 
chapters in Daniel) 

(1) Cp 9:4 with Deut 7:9, 21; 10:17 

(2) Cp 9:5 with Deut 4:8, 30; 11:32 
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(3) Cp 9:11 with Deut 29:20; 33:1; 34:5 

(4) Cp 9:12 with Deut 2:25; 4:19; 9:5 

(5) Cp 9:15 with Deut 6:21 

(6) Cp 9:18 with Deut 28:10 

d. Sabbatical pattern (see below) is covenantal: it was a perpetual 
sign of the covenant between Yahweh and His people (Exod 31:13-
17; Ezek 20:12, 20) 

2. Cf Deut 28:64-68; Lev 25-26; 1 Kings 8:33-34, 46-51 

D. Plea for God, who brought them out of Egypt, to take action (15-19) 

 

9:20-27 

A. Gabriel appears to give Daniel understanding  

B. Context: Jer 25:11-14 and the prophecy of 70 years  

C. Gabriel explains that the 70 years have initiated a process that will last 490 
years!  

1. Cp 2 Chron 36:21: where each year is a Sabbath rest for the land: 
therefore, each is the 7th yr; thus, 70 x 7 = 490  

D. ‘Seal up vision and prophecy’ (24) 

1. Sealing indicates authentication  

E. ‘Seventy sevens’ (Cf Lev 25-26; esp Lev 25:8; 26:18, 21, 24, 28) 

1. Seventy time seven years: based on the fact that it was years in Jeremiah 

2. 70 years of punishment in Jeremiah is being exacted sevenfold in accord 
with the principle of Lev 26 

3. Sabbatical pattern: Lev 25:1-4; Jubilee: Lev 25:8 

4. In Daniel: Seventy sevens:  

a. First 7: is 49 years; or 1 jubilee 

b. Total is 10 Jubilees: thus, the Messianic era is to follow the 490 
year period 

F. Isa 61:1-2  

G. Isa 53 also lies behind Daniel 9 

H. Messiah, the Prince (25) 
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I. Messiah will be cut off (26): Daniel spoke of Christ’s active and passive 
obedience?  

1. Passive obedience—death: finished transgression in the sense of 
breaking sin’s power over God’s people (Rom 6:1-2, 14); taking away sins 
condemnation (Rom 5:12-19; 6:23); and ‘atoning for wickedness’ (Rom 
3:21-26) 

2. Active Obedience—in correlation with His three-fold office of Prophet-
Priest-King: 

a. Priest: ‘bring in everlasting righteousness’ (Rom 5:19) 

b. Prophet: ‘seal up vision and prophecy’ (Acts 3:22) 

c. King: ‘anoint the Most Holy’ (Matt 3:16-17: anointing of the 
Messiah) 

3. ‘The Messiah will be cut off and have nothing’ (9:26)  

a. Karat: ‘cut’: used to describe the cutting ritual associated the 
establishing of a covenant 

b. Matt 26:27-28: His blood is the blood of the New Covenant (Jer 
31:31-33) 

4. Daniel’s Messiah will bring in all of the covenant blessings and not merely 
the restoration of the land 

J. ‘He’ will confirm a covenant with many (27) 

1. He will make a firm covenant (confirm; 27) 

a. The use of higbir (confirm) suggests the confirming of a previous 
covenant and not the making of a new one (for that one would 
expect ‘karat’ to be re-employed) 

b. Thus, by His being ‘cut off’ (26)—through death—the Messiah will 
make firm the covenant (not a failure, but a success) 

c. Thus, we have the enforcing of the terms of a covenant that was 
previously in place; not the establishing of a new one 

2. This is an emphatic confirmation of Daniel’s prayer for restoration! The 
Messiah will do so 

3. The Messiah will confirm the covenant of God with Abraham and ensure 
the blessings promised in 9:24 

4. Some insists that ‘he’ of 9:27 is the antichrist  

a. Must insert a 2,000+ year gap between the 69th and the 70th week 

b. Must assume the ‘covenant’ of 9:27 is one other than the Divine 
Covenant; which appears to be the theme of the chapter 
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5. Others: ‘He’ is Christ (cf 24) 

a. These must be completed during the 490 years so that God’s 
people may enjoy the blessings after the prophecy is fulfilled 

K. Put an end to sacrifices (27) 

1. Hebrew verb kl’ suggest a completion  

2. Heb 7:11; 10:8-9: Christ put an end to sacrifices 

3. Symbolized in the tearing of the Temple veil? (Matt 27:51) 

L. Abomination that makes desolation (27) 

1. 1 Macc 1:54: refers to the act of Antiochus in placing a sacrilege on the 
altar  

2. Josephus says that a pagan altar was placed on the altar (2 Macc 6:5; 1 
Macc 4:43) 

3. Jerome says that an image on Jupiter Olympius—this is not attested 
before Jerome however 

4. NT: it awaits a future fulfillment (Matt 24:15; Mark 13:14) 

M. If Christ does this work in the middle of the week, then what of the last 3½ 
years?  

1. This corresponds with the age of the church? (Rev 11:2, 3; 12:14)?  

 

 

Chapter 10 
10:1-21  

10:1-9  A Heavenly Vision  

A. 3rd year of Cyrus; 536/35 BC (1)  

B. Vision: concerns ‘a great war/conflict’! (cp 12:1) 

C. For 3 weeks prior Daniel had been mourning (2) and in fasting-prayer (12) 

1. No ointments: lotions helped ease the skin’s comfort in the hot and dry 
climate: associated with gladness and feasting (Eccl 9:8) 

2. Thus, he is denying himself comforts during this time of prayer 

D. 24th day of the 1st month (4) 

1. Daniel’s fast lasts through the Passover and Unleavened Bread; which are 
on the 14th to the 21st day of the 1st month (Num 28:16-25)  

E. Man dressed in linen (garb of the priests on certain occasions); waist girded with 
a belt of pure gold; body like beryl; face had the appearance of lightning; eyes 
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like flaming torches; arms and feet like polished bronze; words like the sound of 
a multitude (5-6) 

1. Cp Ezek 1:7, 13, 23, 24, 27; 9:2; language of a theophany/manifestation of 
God 

F. Daniel alone saw it (7; Cp Acts 9) 

1. Cp the reaction of the people to Exod 20:18 and Acts 9:7  

2. Falls on his face (cf 8:16-18) 

 

10:10-11:1 Conversation with a Supernatural Being  

A. Daniel is touched (10) and addressed (11) 

B. Explains that Daniel was heard from the 1st day, but the response was delayed 
because of a heavenly conflict (12-13) 

1. Prince of the Persian kingdom detained him 21 days 

2. Events on earth are influenced by events in heaven (Judg 5:19-20) 

C. Michael, one of the chief princes, helped him (13)  

1. Prince of the Persian kingdom likely references an angelic/demonic being 
(cf Deut 32:8-9; Isa 24:21-23) 

2. Michel (‘who is like God’): is the chief prince (or archangel); the leader of 
God’s army; ‘the prince’ (21) 

D. Angel has come to give Daniel understanding (14) 

1. Vision pertains to the ‘latter days’; ‘future’ (cf Rev 1:1; Isa 2:2; Mic 4:1; 
Hos 3:5; Ezek 38:16); phrase is used on Gen 49:1 to refer to ‘days to 
come’ (cp Num 24:14; Deut 4:30; 31:29)  

E. Angel touches Daniel (16, 18) 

F. Daniel assured and strengthened (19) 

G. Angel will return to the battle (20)  

1. Battle is spiritual as evidenced by the fact that Michael is the only one 
standing with him (21) 

H. Book of Truth  
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Chapter 11 

11:2-4 Persia and Greece  

A. 3 Kings arise in Persia: 4th King: richer than all of them (2)  

1. 4th Uncertain? Darius III (336-30 BC): not the richest; but he was the one 
to fall to Alexander 

B. Mighty king will arise: Alexander the Great (3)  

1. Succeeded his father—Philip of Macedon—in 336 BC  

2. By 330 BC he had conquered Darius III and all of Persia—eventually 
reached Indus 

3. Died in 323 BC of a fever  

4. By the time of his death his empire reached from Macedonia to northern 
India; and from central Asia to Egypt     

C. 4 winds of heaven (4)  

1. Power passed to his 4 generals  

2. North they became known as the Seleucids 

3. South they became known as the Ptolemies 

 

11:5-20 Conflicts between the Kings of the North and the South  

A. North—Seleucids; South—Ptolemies  

1. South: King Ptolemy I 

2. North: King Seleucus I  

B. Alliance was formed (6) when a marriage was arranged between the two houses  

C. In 200 BC Antiochus III won a decisive victory and the Seleucids gained control 
of Palestine (13-15) 

1. This caused some turmoil among the Jews (14)  

D. Antiochus III reign over Palestine—the ‘Beautiful Land’ (16) 

E. Antiochus annexed parts of Asia Minor and some Greek islands (18)  

F. Seleucus IV Philopater (187-185 BC) succeeded him (20) 

1. Seleucus IV died mysteriously just as his younger brother was returning 
from being taken as a hostage to Rome 

2. Brother: Antiochus IV Epiphanes 

 

11:21-35  Climatic King of the North  

A. Antiochus IV Epiphanes gains power (21) 
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B. Antiochus displaces Onias III from the High Priesthood (22)  

1. Jason was made HP (24?) 

2. Later Jason was outbid by Menelaus for the position—who was not even a 
member of the HP family! 

C. Antiochus wars with Ptolemy VI (Egypt) (25-26) 

D. Ptolemy VI and his brother Ptolemy VII (who declared himself king) reconciled 
and with the aid of Rome: the ‘Kittim’ (30) 

E. Antiochus intensifies his aggression with the Temple after being embarrassed by 
Rome in Egypt (28b, 30-31) 

1. Looted the temple  

2. Erected a fortress (Akra) near the temple 

3. Stopped the daily sacrifices in the temple and erected a statue of Zeus on 
the altar of burnt offerings in the courtyard: ‘The Abomination that makes 
Desolation” (31) 

4. Upon this altar swine had been sacrificed (1 Macc 1:44-47) 

5. Many Israelites were massacred and others sold as slaves 

F. Israelites split into two factions (32-33) 

1. Those who supported Antiochus and his program of Hellenization  

2. ‘Those who have insight’; they will give understanding to many (35)  

 

11:36-45  The King who does as he pleases  

A. King will do as he pleases (36; cf v 3) 

B. Exalt himself above every god (36-37; Rev 13:5-7) 

1. Cf Dan 7:8, 20, 25; 8:10-12  

2. Used only of God in the OT; except where someone challenges God   

3. Cp Isa 10:12-15: arrogance of the King of Assyria  

C. Blaspheme the ‘God of gods’  

D. At the time of the ‘end’ (40) 

E. People of the ‘Beautiful land’ will be rescued (41; v 16; 8:9)  

F. King will ‘come to his end’!! (45; 8:25) 
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Chapter 12 

12:1-4  Salvation of God’s people  

A. ‘At that time’ (1)  

B. Michael (cf 10:13, 21): ‘the chief prince’ (or archangel); the leader of God’s army; 
‘the prince’ 

C. ‘Time of distress such as never occurred’ (occurs 7x in the OT: Jer 30:7; Mark 
13:19; Matt 24:21; Rev 16:18) 

D. Your people will be rescued (Jer 30:7) 

E. Book?  

1. Book of Life: Exod 32:32-33; Ps 69:28; Isa 4:3; Mal 3:16-18  

2. Records those who are members of the covenant community  

F. Will be rescued  

1. God always rescues His people through tribulation; not from tribulation  

2. Cp John 17:15  

3. Means by which they are rescued is via resurrection in 12:2  

G. Double-resurrection (2)  

1. Perhaps, the only clear reference to the resurrection of the righteous and 
wicked in the OT (Isa 26:19) 

H. ‘Those who have insight’ (3): the righteous  

1. Parallel expressions:  

a. Those who are wise –   will shine brightly like the expanse of the 
heaven 

b. Those who lead many to righteousness –   will shine like the stars  

I. Daniel, seal up the book (4, 9)  

1. ‘Many will go back and forth’: is a negative picture; because the book is 
sealed up, they cannot understand it (cp 12:8) 

2. People will desperately move about trying in their own power to find 
knowledge and will fail! 

  

12:5-13 Final Words  

A. 2 other figures on each side of the river (5)  

1. One of which addresses the being hovering over the waters (10:5; 12:7)  

2. ‘How long’ till the end of these ‘wonders’ (NIV ‘astonishing things’) (6; 
8:13; Rev 6:9-11) 
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3. Man in linen raises both hands to heaven and swears by ‘Him who lives 
forever’ (7; cf Deut 32:40; where God raises one hand and swears by 
Himself who lives forever) 

B. Answers: enigmatic: ‘time, times, and half a time’ (7) (reminding us of 7:25) 

1. Finished ‘shattering the power of the holy people’ (Rev 6:9-11) 

2. Parallels the ‘holy covenant’ (11:30) 

C. What will be the outcome of these events?: Daniel wants more info (8) 

D. ‘Go your way’ (9) 

1. ‘These words are sealed up until the end time’; though he does seem to 
follow with a sort of an answer 

a. Is the answer available to the ‘wise’? yes (10):  

b. The ‘wicked will not understand’ and ‘those who have insight will 
understanding’  

2. ‘Many will be purged’ (10) 

3. ‘Wicked will act wickedly’ 

4. They will not understand: the wicked fail to see that though they appear 
to be victorious now, they will lose: the righteous will rise ‘to everlasting 
life’, the wicked will experience ‘everlasting contempt’ (12:2) 

E. Time of the abolishing of the sacrifice to the abomination of desolation: 1,290 
days; 1,335 days (11-12)  

1. Significance: the time is limited!  

2. Jesus certainly viewed the ‘abomination that makes desolation’ as future? 
(Matt 24:15)  

F. Daniel is assured that he too will rise (13)  

 
 


