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Foundation for Apologetics 

 

A. Seek the _______________ at all times; then __________________ it 

1 Pet 3:15: Apologetics—giving evidence and answers—is really for __________________ 

B. We are asking people to critically evaluate their beliefs: so we must be willing to 
do so ourselves 

C. Most significant attributes of Christian witness are _____________ and _______________ 
 

D. What is a worldview?  

1. WV: is a set of _______________________ that a person holds to that affects 
everything a person ____________ and _________________  

 

E. Because our worldview effects everything, it is impossible to keep religion and 
science (or anything else for that matter) confined to separate spheres  

1. Christian worldview is all-encompassing 

2. God speaks into every area of life 

 

F. Everyone has a worldview 

 

G. We as Christians should be the most ______________-_________________ of all  

 

H. Relationship between ethics and truth 

1. We construct a worldview around our _____________________   

 

I. Sometimes we stress one aspect of our worldview over another   

 

J. Most people aren’t sure what their worldview is 

 

K. We don’t have to disagree with everyone just because they are unbelievers; nor 
do we have to battle them on every issue in which we disagree 

 

L. We can be more effective in our culture if we __________________________ Christ   

- Deut 4:6-8 
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- Acts 5:13  

- Col 4:5-6  

M. Is arguing wrong? 

N. Strategies for Effective evangelism  

1. Ask questions: What do you mean by that?  

2. Distinguish between what people _________________and what they _______________: 
opinions versus convictions: they are more willing to change the former 
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Existence of God 

 

Intro 

A. Problem of Evil 

1. Ask: __________________________  

 

B. Response is to suggest that the complexity of the Universe came about by the 
processes of nature  

1. The first order was simple enough to be accounted for by chance 
processes 

a. Problem: cannot account for ____________________ 

2. This order was maintained by the laws of nature (physics, etc.)   

a. Problem: laws need a __________________________  

3. The original order was subsequently improved by an accumulation of 
slight changes which were preserved by means of natural selection 
ultimately resulting in the appearance of complex forms of life  

a. Problem: Simply not enough time to bring about incredible 
complexities such as the __________________________  

 

C. Design Argument  

1. Argument by analogy 

2. The Universe demonstrates design, therefore, the Universe has a designer 

3. More complex the design the more __________________________ the conclusion 
becomes 

 

D. Design as Complexity 

1. The Universe is a ________________________________ more complex than a watch 

2. Some of the complexities of the Universe defy explanation 

 

E. Design as purpose and plan 

1. Purpose: the _____________________ arrangement of parts for a purpose 

2. Plan: something in the ________________ of a maker 

3. Orderly arrangement of parts in the Universe show evidence of a plan in the 
mind of the maker 
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F. Design as Information and Truth 

1. Truth cannot be produced by ______________________ 

 

2. Complexity/information: chance can produce it but only with a low level of 
complexity  

 

G. Design as beauty  

1. Chance cannot account for beauty 

 

Evidence of Design  

A. Cell  

B. Human eye 

C. Human Brain 

D. Anthropic principle: Universe, and the Earth in particular, appears to have been 
designed for the purpose of promoting ____________________________   

Isaiah 45:18 

Psalm 139: 13-18 

 

Common Objections 

A. Where did God come from? 

1. Answer: He’s ______________________________ 
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Science and Faith 

 

A. God is involved in the affairs of every event in history 

1. The modern perception is that science deals with the lower sphere of 
_____________ and religion deals with the upper sphere of _____________________ 

a. Job 38-41; Gen 8:22; Ps 104:14, 20; 139:13-15; 147:15-18; Acts 14:17; 
Matt 5:45; Lam 3:37-38; Col 1:17; Heb 1:3 

b. We must begin with God (Prov 15:33; 1:7; 9:10; Ps 111:10; Col 2:3): 
all knowledge, not just religious knowledge, comes from God 

 

B. ‘Science’ and ‘faith’ are inseparable  

 

C. The ability to study creation and to practice science is the result of God’s 
presence in creation. When one studies creation they are looking at God 
Himself. Scientific Law looks like God:  

1. Law is ________________________: the same law applies at all times and all 
places (Mal 3:6; Heb 13:8) 

2. Law is _______________________ and __________________________: we do not see 
them, but only their effects (John 4:24; Col 1:15; 1 Tim 6:16) 

3. Law is __________________________: exercising power over creatures (Col 1:16-
17; Heb 1:3) 

4. Law is _________________________: it touches the whole world (Deut 4:7) 

5. Law is ______________________: implies a Law-giver: someone must think the 
law and enforce it (Isa 55:8) 

6. Law is _______________________________: there are depths of unanswered 
questions regarding Law that we cannot know: as we progress in science 
we wonder more how can this be and why this law (Job 11:7; Isa 40:28) 

7. Law is _________________________ and __________________ (Deut 6:4) 

8. Law is _______________________________: try to break it and one suffers the 
consequences (Psalm 7:11) 

 

D. What about the Bible and Science? Genesis: and the Views of Interpretation 

1. What did it mean to ____________________ and the _____________________ to whom 
Moses was writing?  

a. Gen 1: main point: God did it and not the gods  
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b. Genesis was addressing the ancient question of polytheism (Col 1:16; 
1 Cor 8:6)  

c. Moses was not addressing the questions of _____________________________ 

E. The Six Days of Creation  

1. Each of the 6 workdays begin with _________________________________  

2. Each of the 6 workdays end with ______________________________________________ 

3. 7th day is unique 

F. Gen 1:1-2:3; 2:4-4:26: Two Creation accounts? 

1. Gen 1 tells us that God made man; Gen 2 tells us how: from dust and a rib  

2. Gen 2 gives more details about the 6th day 

 

Understanding Genesis 

Group A: Days of Genesis 24 hours; Universe is Young; no macroevolution 

1. 24 hour-day view (Young Earth Creation) 

2. Apparent age theory 

Group B: Days of Genesis 24 hours; Universe is old; no macroevolution  

3. Gap theory 

4. Intermittent day theory 

5. Revelatory day theory 

6. Analogical day theory  (ultimately falls under Group C)  

Group C: Days of Genesis long spans of time; Universe is old; no 
macroevolution  

7. Day-age theory 

Group D: No explicit indication of the length of the days; Universe is old; no 
macroevolution  

8. Framework hypothesis 

Group E: No explicit indication of the length of the days; Universe is old; 
macroevolution 

9. Religious only theory 
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The Problem of Evil 

 

A. Are the Christian God and the existence of Evil contradictory? 

1. If God is all-powerful (omnipotent), then he could destroy evil 

2. If God is all-loving or good (omnibenevolent), then he would destroy evil 

3. But, evil has not been destroyed, therefore, either he isn’t all-powerful or 
all-loving/good 

Answer: God hasn’t destroyed evil ______________ 

 

B. Why did God allow evil? 

1. God chose to make free beings 

2. Nature of freedom is that one is truly free to do good or evil 

3. Freedom is superior because without freedom there could be no love, 
kindness, etc. 

C. How could an All-Loving and All-Good (omnibenevolent) being create evil?: i.e., 
where did physical evil come from? 

1. God made everything 

2. Evil is a thing 

3. Therefore, God made evil 

Answer: Evil is not _______________________: Evil is a lack of ______________ in things  

 

D. Where did moral evil come from? 

1. Moral evil came from man’s misuse of _______________________ 

2. Freedom is good: it does create the possibility of _____________ 

3. God made evil possible; man makes evil ____________________ 

E. Where did natural evil come from (i.e., natural disasters)? 

1. Natural evil came as ______________________ upon the created world as a result of 
man’s sin (Rom 8:20-22) 

2. This is justice: for the wages of sin is death 

F. Why does God allow bad things to happen to good people? 

1. Amos 4; Revelation: God allows/causes some evil in order to bring us 
___________________  

2. Pain keeps us from _________________________________; warns us of greater evil 
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3. Evil makes possible 2nd order goods: e.g., ___________________ and 
______________________ 

G. God did not make the best of all possible worlds; but he did make the best of all 
possible __________________ to obtain the best of all possible worlds! 

H. Is there too much suffering? 

1. We know that God limits the amount of ____________ (Job 1:10-12; 2:4-6) 

2. We know that God limits the amount of ____________________ (1 Cor 10:13) 

3. God is in a better position to judge if there is too much than we are:  

a. To know if there is too much evil we need to know all the information  

I. Couldn’t God have made a world where evil wouldn’t have come about?: 
Possibilities: 

1. God could not ________________________ 

a. Wrongly assumes that not existing is better than 
__________________________ (category mistake) 

2. God could have not created free beings 

3. God could have created free beings who wouldn’t have sinned 

a. Is this ____________________________ 

 

What about Hell? 

A. ________________________ is the most loving punishment God could have sent 

B. Death makes ________________________ possible because only through death our 
sinful nature is destroyed 

C. Why is there a Hell? 

D. Why doesn’t God give everyone a second chance (or as many as they need)? 

1. A person’s _________________ is a second chance  

2. Perhaps they wouldn’t _________________________ anyway 

E. Why doesn’t God reform them against their will? 

1. Contrary to the nature of _______________________ and ______________________ 

F. Why doesn’t God just allow the wicked into Heaven? 

1. __________________________ to not punish evil 

2. They don’t ________________________ to be there 
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Evidence for Christianity 

 

Resurrection of Jesus: Testimony of the Disciples 

A. Testimony of _________________________ 

 

B. Gospel accounts display all the features of ____________________________________ 

 

1. Detailed events that constantly went _____________________________________: Matt 
8:26; 14:26, 29; 15:15, 16; 16:8, 12, 21; 17:26; 20:24; Mark 4:11-13, 33-34, 
40; 6:50, 52; 7:17, 18; 8:17, 18, 21, 33; 9:18; 10:9, 10, 31, 32, 35-37, 41; 
14:37-41, 66-72; Luke 9:45, 46, 55; 18:32-34; 22:22-24; 22:34; 24:1-12; 
24:38, 41 

 

C. Testimony not in the _____________________________________________ of the disciples 

A. However, other than “saving face” they gained only _______________________ 

B. They were ______________________ (Acts 11:29) 

C. They lived to a high standard of __________________________ 

D. They were _________________________________ 

E. Many of them _________________________ for their belief 

 

D. Disciples proclaimed the message of a “Resurrection” in ___________________________ 
shortly after the events allegedly occurred  

A. Home of __________   

B. Home of __________ 

C. Concept of a Resurrection in the Christian sense was unknown at the time 
(Mark 9:9-10, 31-32; John 2:30-22; Luke 24:36-45) 

E. Christians proclaimed the message of Christ: a crucified criminal 

A. To the Jews Jesus was _____________  (Mark 14:64) and  ________________ (Deut 
21:23) 

B. To the Romans Jesus was ______________  

F. Where’s the _______________  

 

Part 5 Resurrection of Jesus: Testimony of Paul 

A. Paul before his conversion 
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B. Paul the Christian 

1. _________________________: from within and without the Church 

2. Becomes ______________________ 

3. __________________________: spends at least 6 out of the next 32 years in prison 

4. _________________________ AD 65 beheaded for the charge of burning down Rome 
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Reliability of the Bible 

Accuracy of the Copies of the New Testament Documents 

A. It is not necessary to have the original manuscripts  

1. As long as there are ____________________ manuscript copies that are 
_________________ the content of the originals can be ascertained 

2. The level of certainty being dependent upon the ____________________, ____________ 
and ________________________ of the manuscripts 

3. Common causes of errors in the mss: Parablesis: 2 lines begin/end with same 
word; omit line (E.g. Luke 12:8-9)  

B. The N.T meets these requirements better than any work from ancient history 

1. The number of manuscript copies of the N.T in Greek is well over 
_____________: all languages combined the number of manuscript copies 
exceeds _____________ 

a. The avg. number of manuscript copies for other works from antiquity is 
less than ____________ 

2. The age of the manuscript copies for the N.T compared to secular works 

a. The oldest fragment of the N.T is within ___________ years of the original 

b. The oldest copy of a complete book of the N.T is within _________ years of 
the original 

c. The oldest copy of the entire NT is within ____________ years of the original 

d. Avg age of manuscripts for other works from antiquity is _________ years 

C. The accuracy of the N.T copies is 99.5%  

1. 99% of the NT is unquestioned 

 

Date of the Writing of the New Testament 

A. Gospels __________________________ 

B. Acts _______________ 

C. Letters:  

1. Paul’s (13) _________ 

2. Hebrews ___________  

3. James ___________ 

4. Peter’s (2) __________ 

5. John’s (3) ___________ 

6. Jude _____________  
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D. Revelation __________ 

E. Therefore _________/27 books of the NT were written within __________ years of 
the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

 

Gospels and the Rules of Evidence 

A. NT Writers claim to be ____________________________ (Luke 1:1-4; Acts 1:21-22; 1 
John 1:1-3; 2 Pet 1:16; Acts 10:36-42; 1 Cor 15:3-8) 

B. Presumption of  the Law: ________________________; i.e., all persons are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty 

C. All persons are presumed to be familiar with their own affairs   

1. Matthew: Jew: eyewitness; tax collector 

2. Mark: Lived in Jerusalem; converted by Peter; traveled with Paul and 
Barnabas 

3. Luke; Native of Antioch; gentile; companion of Paul; physician 

4. John: Jew: Eyewitness; Intimate relations with Mary 

D. Gospel accounts display all the features of true history 

1. Detailed events that constantly went against their __________________________ 

2. Enough _______________________________ to show that they did not conspire 

3. Substantial ___________________________ 

E. Men ordinarily speak the ____________ when there is no significant motive 

1. Testimony of the Gospels is against their interests 

2. Do not offer any __________________ for their acts or in defense of their character 

3. False witnesses do not ___________________ events: Luke 3:1-2; 1 Cor 15:3-8 

 

Ancient non-Christian Evidences for the New Testament 

A. Josephus (AD 37-97) 

B. Archaeological discoveries have verified claims of the N.T. that were previously 
thought to have been mistaken 

1. 1968 discovery of Yohanan: Died by crucifixion; Buried in a private tomb; 
Legs broken  

2. Archaeology and John: Pools of Bethesda (John 5:19); Pool of Siloam (John 
9:1-7); Well at Sychar (John 4:5); Pavement where Pilate tried Jesus (John 
19:13); Solomon’s porch at the Temple precints (John 10:22, 23) 
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Understanding Culture 

 

Introduction to Worldviews/Culture  

I. Modernism; Scientific Naturalism   

A. Modernism believes in reason but rejects _____________________ 

B. Scientific naturalism: ___________________________ is all that exists  

C. Science is the only source of _____________________________;  

D. Progress is good and will help us overcome our problems 

E. Relativistic approach to morality; Morals are values and cannot be proven  

- Isa 55:8-9 

 

II. Postmodernism 

A. Postmodernism: rejects both reason and revelation  

B. There are no ________________________________; i.e., no one worldview can account 
for everything; no all-inclusive systems of explanations   

C. Result is_______________________________;  

 

III. Pluralism 

A. Belief that no one view holds the________________________________;  

B. Each view has a part of the _____________________ 

C. All roads lead to the same ____________________  

 

Critiquing Worldviews 

A. All other worldviews are ________________________ or ___________________________ 

B. Arbitrary 

1. How then does one determine right from wrong? It can be described by 
the phrase "the greatest ____________ for the greatest ___________________" 

a. How do you know if the end is _________________  

b. How do you know what the ____________________ is? 

c. This view is contrary to _____________________________ 

d. This view could be used to justify _________________________  

e. Couldn’t establish a __________________________ 
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Pluralism 

A. To say that no one can know is ____________________________ and 
_______________________ 

B. Pluralism does not actually embrace openness; instead they demand that one 
reject their own tradition and _______________________ it with another  

C. Can only embrace all religions by denying the _________________ of all religions 

 

Modernism 

A. Modernism has seen the rise of two _______________________________ 

B. Result of modernism has been the exploitation of the 
_______________________________   

 

Postmodernism 

G. Postmodernism fails to apply their own criticisms to ___________________________  

 

Relativism 

A. Cannot assert that their view is ____________________  

B. Cannot condemn anyone’s ___________________________ 

1. No justice systems should exist 
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World Religions 

 

Disclaimer: no person can adequately represent another person’s religion 

 

Arbitrary  

A. One cannot explain why we should accept ‘x’ as correct/truthful  

B. No individual can be the basis for any ____________________ 

 

Self-Contradicting; Self-Refuting; Self-Condemning  

A. Self-contradicting 

1. “You cannot know anything for sure”; says the ____________________________ 

2. “There are no absolutes”; says the __________________________________ 

B. Self-condemning is a statement that, if true, does what it says not to 

1. “You can’t impose your moral views upon me”; says the ____________________ 

C. Self-refuting is a statement that, if what it says is true, then it would be false 

1. “I don’t exist”; says the __________________________  

 

Inconsistent  

A. This is the failure of a worldview to abide by its own principles 

1. Anything a _______________________ does 

 

World Religions 

Mystical Religions: Hinduism 

A. Pantheistic Monism: All is God and All is One 

B. Ultimate Reality (God) is impersonal, One, and beyond our experience 

C. All experience is an illusion (Maya) 

D. Man’s problem is that we think in terms of distinctions 

E. We need to get beyond or escape our experiences and be reabsorbed into 
One 

F. Karma is the impersonal Divine law of Cause/Effect 

G. Bad Karma is not living in terms of the Oneness  

H. Goal reabsorbed into the Oneness (Nirvana) 
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Critique of Mystical Religions: Hinduism 

A. Arbitrary 

1. Hinduism provides no basis for ____________________ because one cannot 
distinguish between good and evil; cannot have a ___________________ system 

B. Self-Refuting 

1. Ultimate Reality cannot be understood is self-refuting 

C. Inconsistent 

1. Law of Karma makes distinctions between ____________ and ________________ 

 

Moralistic Religions: Buddhism 

A. Emphasize ethics/ life style and not the world beyond 

B. Buddhism: Siddhartha Guatama c.563-483 BC 

C. Man’s problem: We have __________________ that lead to __________________________ 

D. Goal is to _______________________ all desires by following: 

E. ___________________ is the ending of suffering 

 

Critique of Moralistic Religions: Buddhism 

A. Arbitrary 

1. One must ask why should one listen to ___________________ and not another? 

2. How can my moral conduct be a __________________________________________  

B. Self-refuting 

1. To say that Nirvana is “inconceivable, unexplainable and indescribable” is 
self-refuting 

C. Inconsistent 

1. How can one have Karma and _____________________  

 

Monotheistic Rivals  

Islam 

A. Name Islam comes from an Arabic word meaning ________________________ 

B. 5 Pillars of Islam: 

1. Creed: “There is no God but Allah, and Mohammed is the prophet of 
Allah” 
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2. Prayer: 5 times per day 

3. Almsgiving: 1/40 of income for the poor 

4. Fast of Ramadan: No eating or drinking during daylight hours 

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca (Hajj): required of all Muslims once in a person’s life 

C. __________________ is the one true God 

D. Koran/Qu’ran is the Holy Scripture of Islam 

E. Founder of Islam was Mohammed:  

F. Jesus is a prophet  

1. He never claimed to be God (Sura 112:3) 

2. He was not crucified (Sura 4:157) 

Critique of Islam  

A. Arbitrary 

1. Salvation in Islam is by having one’s good deeds ____________________ the bad  

B. Self-contradicting 

1. Allah cannot be described by human experiences is _________________________ 

C. Inconsistent  

1. The Qu’ran/Koran is the only miracle in Islam: what about _________________ 

 

 

 


