
 3 

1
st
, 2

nd
, & 3

rd
 John 

I. Author 

A. 1
st
 John: Anonymous; 2

nd
 & 3

rd
 John: The Elder 

B. John the Apostle 

One of the original 12 

Member of the inner circle of 3 

Disciple whom Jesus loved 

Died early in the reign of Trajan (97-114) 

C. John the Elder?  

 

II. Time and Place 

A. Mid 90’s? 

1. Type of heresy addressed calls for a late date 

2. If 1 and 2 John were written to the same churches, then 2 John was first; because the 

false teachers had not left the church; yet, in 1 John they had (2:19) 

B. From Ephesus  

1. John served as the Bishop of Ephesus in his later years 

C. To: 1
st
 John: recipients never identified 

D. To: 2
nd

 John: Chosen lady and her children 

1. Most likely to be identified as a Church and her children  

2. Derives from numerous references to Israel as wife, bride, mother, daughter 

3. Location unknown 

E. To: 3
rd

 John: Gaius; dear friend 

1. Unidentified  

III. Purpose 

A. 1
st
 John 

Schism invaded the Church (2:19) and the perpetrators were trying to lead others out 

(2:26) 

John wants to address the essential doctrines and principles and to reaffirm the faith of 

the recipients 

a. I.e., he is writing to show his readers that their faith is genuine and that those 

who left are wrong and their claims are false 

b. So that they “may know that they have eternal life” (5:11-13) 

c. Provides a criteria by which they could judge that they were saved and the 

opponents were false  
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Gnostic False Teachers: some form of early Docetism/ Gnosticism 

(Gk. Doceo): to seem or appear:  Jesus only “appeared” to have a body of flesh 

(God could not indwell that which was evil) 

Dualism: matter—evil and spirit—good  

Cerinthus (epistles may not be addressing him particularly): Distinguished 

between ‘Jesus’ and ‘Christ’ 

1. Jesus was the man upon whom the divine Christ came (as a dove at 

the baptism)  

2. The ‘Christ’ departed from the man ‘Jesus’ before the Cross (i.e., the 

divine being did not suffer)  

3. (We do not know if he taught that one was sinless)  

4. Schnackenburg: denied that it was Cerinthus; more the Docetists 

whom Ignatius battled in his Letter to the Smyrneans); Kruse doubts 

that it was Cerinthus—‘no evidence that Cerinthus was ever a 

member of the community’ 

Claimed that Jesus was the mediator, but he did not come as the incarnate Word 

Claimed some form of antinomianism for the spiritual elite (1:8,10) 

1. We too receive the divine at our baptism and having been born of 

God are now immune from sin 

2. Said that sin (transgressing God’s law) was not the same as 

lawlessness (rebellion against God) 

3. With such knowledge they had become beyond ‘good and evil’; and 

had no sin 

4. They, however, were incapable of lawlessness and, thus, were 

incapable of sinning 

John responds: (with many of the basic elements of their faith and security of their 

knowledge) 

Anyone who denies that Jesus is the Christ is an antichrist who denies the Father 

as well (2:22,23) 

Any spirit that does not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 

not from God (1John 4:1-3) 

Key feature of someone who “lives in Him” is that they obey His commands; and 

specifically, they love their brothers (2:3; 4:7,8) 

They must “obey His commands” (2:3) 

“Must walk as Jesus did” (2:6) 

“Do what is right . . . . cannot go on sinning” (2:7,9) 

“Obeying His commands”; “walking as Jesus did”; and “doing what is 

right”: consists of “loving his brother” (3:11) 

This distinguishes the children of God and the children of the devil (3:4-

10) 
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Therefore, “do not love the world” (2:15-17) 

Importance of the atonement 

a. 2:2; 3:8; 4:10; 5:6 

IV. Distinctive Features 

A. John is the Apostle of Love as these letters make abundantly clear 

B. 3
rd

 John may be last N.T. writing 

C. 3
rd

 John shortest (in number of words) book in the Bible (order of 1-3 John is probably the 

result of their size and not when they were penned) 

D. 1
st
 truly Catholic epistles: not addressed to any one person or community 

 

Chapter 1 

A. Prologue 

1:1-4 

A. What was from the beginning   

B. What is it that was from the beginning?  

1. Despite the echo of Gen 1:1 and John 1:1, the author describes it as what was heard; 

Thus, it is the Gospel message itself  

2. Yet, it was also seen, beheld, and touched; Thus, it is Christ Himself  

3. Further described as “the word of life” (1; cf. ‘life’ –John 1:4; 11:25; 14:6) 

Ambiguous; does Word mean Jesus or the message? (NIV chose Jesus with 

‘Word’; cf. John 1:1, 14) 

C. We testify only about that which was personally experienced (1:1-3) 

1. Heard, seen, beheld, and our hands handled Him (cf. 4:14): eyewitness information  

a. Cp. Matt 13:16-17; Luke 10:23-24; Acts 4:20 

b. Beheld: cf John 1:14 

c. Handled Him: cf Luke 24:39 (touch and see!) 

d. Perhaps, the author is simply asserting the authority with which he writes; 

John may assure them of what he communicates because he has experienced 

it 

2. Therefore, He must have come in the flesh! 

D. Christ is the “eternal life” who was “with the Father” (v.2) 

Note: Word was “with the Father” (John 1:1); the life was “with the Father” (2) 

E. Goal: to have fellowship with one another (3; Cf John 13:8; 15:1-16; 17:21, 23; 1 John 2:23-

24) 

1. A fellowship that is with the Father and the Son 

2. Those who abandoned the Apostles teaching also abandoned the fellowship that is in 

the Father and Son 
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B.: 1:5-2:2 Walking in the Light 

1:5-10  

God is light; in Him is no darkness (5) 

Cf. Gen 1:3 Light is the beginning of God’s creation 

Ps 104:2 Light is His garment 

Ps 27:1 “Thy Lord is my light” 

John 1:9 Jesus is the “true light” (cf. John 1:4; 8:12) 

In Him is no darkness: confirms the ethical dimension is in focus here: ethically God is 

holy and the source of righteousness and truth 

Carries an ethical sense with it; men must walk in the light (1:6-7; 2:9-11; cf. Eph 5:8-14) 

Light/Darkness is a motif for Good/Evil; Moral/Immoral, etc. 

If anyone is truly enlightened, then they will live accordingly (5f) 3 tests are laid down in the 

form of a false claim introduced by the conditional ‘if we say’  

1. If we say: we have fellowship with Him, yet walk in the darkness; we lie and do not 

live by the Truth (6) 

Cf. John 3:20, 21; 12:35-36 

Even those who adhere to the Truth, must walk in righteousness 

2. But, if we walk in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the blood of 

Jesus cleanses us (7) 

Thus, to be severed from the fellowship is to be severed from the atoning blood 

of Christ 

3. If we say: we have no sin; we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us (8) 

Perhaps, they made this claim on the basis of their reception of the Spirit; hence, 

4:1-3 

I.e. they have reached a level of spiritual development where morality is not 

longer relevant 

Cf. John 8:44 

4. But, if we confess our sins He will forgive us and purify us 

Because He is Faithful and Just (cf. Deut 32:4) 

Faithful: i.e., His promise is sure; those who come to Him will be forgiven 

Not an empty confession; whole letter aims to show the necessity of works (2:3-

4) 

5. If we say: we have not sinned; we make Him out to be a liar and His word is not in 

us (10)  

a. To assert that one has never sinned contradicts Scripture and our experience 

(cf. Rom 3:23) 

b. Cp. 8 and 10: subtle to no difference (cf. John 17:17) 
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1. Perhaps, 10 is a reference to the past; and 8 to the present 

 

Chapter 2 

2:1-2  The Advocate 

A. My little Children (1) 

B. I write so that you do not sin (1) 

Lest John convey the idea that sin is normal and acceptable 

In fact, sin is thoroughly uncharacteristic of the Christian life; a life marked by sin cannot 

be called Christian (see below; esp chapter 3) 

C. But, if we do: (1) 

1. We have an Advocate  

Word used 5 times in NT—all in Johannine lit 

Other 4 in the Gospel; on the lips of Jesus; in reference to the Holy Spirit (cf. 

John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7 

“Another” implies that Jesus is also an Advocate 

Lit.: “one called alongside to help”  

Here: legal context: ‘counsel for the defense’; a person who intercedes on behalf 

of someone else (cf. Rom 8:34; and 8:26) 

In fact, because of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice Satan—the accuser—can make no 

more accusations (cf. Rev 12:9-11) 

2. Jesus Christ: The Righteous One (cf. Acts 3:14; 7:52; 22:14) 

Acts 7:56: Jesus is standing in the posture of an advocate  

Cf. Heb 7:25; Luke 22:32; John 17:9-19, 20f 

3. Cf. Luke 12:8:  

D. Jesus is the atoning sacrifice/propitiation for our sins (1, 2) (To be such He must have been 

in the flesh!) 

Used only here and in 4:10; same root used in Rom 3:25: “propitiation” “atonement” 

Indicates not something man does to please God (use in pagan literature as a means of 

placating the wrath of a god whom he has offended), but what God has provided in 

His Grace  

God has removed the barrier of guilt that kept men at a distance (Eph 2:13) 

This is true for us and the whole world (John 1:9, 29) 

E. Jesus is both the Advocate and the Propitiation for our sins  

1. What He pleads on our behalf is what He Himself has done on our behalf 

2. God is Faithful and Just (1:9) in that He sent His Son as the atoning sacrifice (John 

3:16) 

F. Also, for the sins of the world  
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C. 2:3-17 The New Commandment 

2:3-6 Test of Obedience 

By this we know that the person who truly knows Him will keep His commands (3; cf. Hos 4:1-2) 

1. By this we know occurs frequently (2:5; 3:16, 19, 24; 4:2, 13; 5:2) 

2. Gnostics claimed ‘to know’ (gnosis) him; John applies a test; the one who knows 

Him keeps His commands 

3. Cf. John 14:15, 21, 23 

4. Cf. 2 John 4-6 

5. This means that one “must walk as Jesus did” (6) 

6. The result is total assurance  

The one who says ‘I know Him’, but does not do what He commands is a liar and the truth is not 

in him; as the gnostics were doing (4); (First of 3 passages—4, 6, 9; each matches the 

importance of profession with practice)  

This man is a liar  

Cf. the one who walks in darkness lies (1:6); says he is without sin deceives himself and 

the truth is not in him (1:8) and, he makes God a liar (1:10) 

But, if anyone obeys His word, love of God is truly made complete in Him (5) 

I.e., this is how we complete our love for God (cf. 5:3) 

Thus, our ‘knowledge’ (3) and our love (5) is tested by our obedience (Bruce: “obedience 

is the full flowering of our love for Him”) 

By this we know we are in Him (does this phrase refer back or forward?) 

This is a practical test of our relationship with God  

In Him (cf John 15:1-17): close relationship with one another  

Backward: we know we are in Him if we obey His word  

Forward: we know we are in Him if we walk as Jesus did  

The one who says he abides in Him ought to walk as Jesus did (6) 

 

2:7-11 Test of Love 

A. Not a New Commandment; but an old one (7) 

There is nothing new in the command to love (Deut 6:5; Lev 19:18; Matt 22:37-38; Gal 

5:14; Rom 13:8-10) 

This is the ‘word’ that you heard 

Commandment (see 4:21): Love your brother 

B. Yet, it is a new command (8) 

Jesus called it new (John 13:34) 
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New: because Jesus gave it a new depth: “even as I have loved you, that you love one 

another’ (John 13:34-35) 

Hinted at with the “true in Him” (8) 

It is new because it is the characteristic commandment of the new age 

C. The one who says he is in the light, but hates his brother: is still in the darkness (9) 

Walking in the light is incompatible with loveless behavior  

Having fellowship with God (6) includes love for one another  

Contrast:  

The one who loves his brother abides in the light (10) 

1. I.e., the fellowship and love of God  

2. Such love is marked by action (3:18) 

3. Abides: present tense implies continuousness 

4. A lack of love can trip one up and produce more obstacles  

The one who hates his brother is in the darkness (11)  

1. I.e., not in fellowship with God  

 

2:12-14 Encouragement to Three groups 

Little children (12, 13) 

Known our sins are forgiven; Known the Father 

From this they may progress to maturity 

Fathers (13, 14) 

Known Him who is from the beginning (2x) 

Already attained an acquaintance with God 

Young men (13, 14) Focus 

You have overcome the evil one; You are strong; Word of God lives in you; overcome 

evil one 

Theme of overcoming, by His strength, dominates Johannine literature 

Jesus: Rev 5:5  

Church: cf. Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 12:11; 15:2; 21:7 

Overcoming by means of His word  

Jesus in the wilderness (Matt 4:10; Eph 6:16-17; Rev. 12:11) 

 

2:15-17 Warning against the World  

Do not love the world or anything in it (15) 

It is in the grips of the evil one (5:19; John 12:31; 14:30) 
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Cf. 1 Cor 10:12 

World for John most often means: mankind in organized rebellion against God (cf. James 

4:4) 

Love here means not benefit of another person, but pleasure which the person gets from 

the object  

I.e., do not love the attractions of the world that are in opposition to the commandments 

of God (cf. 2 Tim 4:10) 

Everything in the world comes not from the Father: (16) 

Lust of the flesh; Lust of the eyes; Boastful pride of life  

These 3 comprise what is commonly called materialism 

Materialism/worldliness does not reside in things but in our concentration on them  

The world passes away (17; cf. 1 Cor 7:31; 2 Cor 4:18; Rev 22:1) 

The one who does the will of God will live forever (cf. Matt 6:33) 

 

D. 2:18-27 The Teaching of the AntiChrist  

2:18 Many Antichrists 

Last hour (18): if the world passes away and it is now the last hour then . . .   

An hour can be an extended period (John 4:23; 16:2) 

‘Last hour’ mean Last days?  

Last days: time between the Death & Resurrection of Christ and the Second Coming (cf. 

Acts 2:17; 2 Tim 3:1; Heb 1:2; 2 Pet 3:3) 

Antichrist is coming  

1. John is the only author who uses ‘Antichrist’ (cf. 2:18, 22; 4:3; 2 John 7) 

Many Antichrists have come 

Any man who denies Jesus is an antichrist (2:22)  

 

2:19 Perseverance 

Test of Perseverance now added –to the tests of obedience and love (19) 

They (antichrists) went out from us; but they did not belong to us; or they would have remained 

Parable of the sower: not how one starts, but how one finishes (Mark 4:3-9, 13-20) 

Perseverance is not simply the responsibility of the individual (Phil 1:6; 2:13) 

Only applicable to those who have truly rejected the Faith (i.e., not an individual 

congregation) 

Matt. 24:13 

Assurance is by remaining (24, 28) 

“Not all of us”  
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May imply that not all who are in the Church are of the body of Christ  

 

2:20-27 Distinguishing Truth from Error 

A. You have an anointing from the Holy One (20, 28) 

Perhaps the opponents of John claimed to have an anointing of their own 

Verse begins with “and”: connecting the previous verse 

Thus, they were not of us—evidence by their going—and you have an anointing 

a. I.e., because of this anointing you will not go out! 

b. This anointing will assist you in exposing the false teachers (antichrists) as 

such  

c. Hence, 2:27: ‘you do not have need for anyone to teach you’ 

Anointing in the OT was symbolic of the reception of the Spirit (1 Sam 16:13; Isa 61:1)  

In the NT it is applied to Jesus (Luke 4:18; Acts 10:38) 

Thus, the anointing here is the Holy Spirit (cf. John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13) 

From the Holy One (cf. 2 Cor 1:21-22: It is God who anoints us; Acts 2:23 Jesus gives 

the Spirit) 

a. The Seal of Rev 7:1-8; 14:1-5 

b. Though here ‘Holy One’ may mean Jesus (cf. Mark 1:24; John 6:69; Acts 

3:14) 

B.  “You all know” (favored reading): implies all; as opposed to some gnostic elite 

What do they know? The difference between truth and falsehood because ‘they know the 

truth’ (20, 21) 

This may be a word of reassurance  

Cf. Mark 13:22-23 

They know the truth because they know Him who is the Truth (John 14:6; Eph 4:21) and 

because they have received the Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 15:26; 16:13; 17:17) 

C. The Liar is the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ (22) 

1. Cf. 4:2; 2 John 7 

2. This man is the Antichrist; the one who denies the Father and the Son  

a. Identity of Jesus and the Father (identity in nature but not in person) means 

that to deny one is to deny the other! (John 1:14, 18; 14:9 and John 8:19; 

14:7; 5:23) 

b. John’s opponents probably did not expressly deny the Father; but, John 

explains that they effectively have! 

3. Equation of ‘Son’ and ‘Christ’ (22, 23) 

D. All the ones who deny the Son do not have the Father (23) 

E. The one who confesses the Son has the Father also  
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F. Those who lie are the ones’ who deny that Jesus is the Christ 

1. Key question of human history: “Who is Jesus” 

2. Pinnacle event in the Gospel is when Jesus questions the disciples as to His true 

identity (Matt 16:15-20) 

3. Since Jesus is one in nature with the Father (Heb 1:3; Col 1:15; Phil 2:6), and if 

seeing Jesus is the same as seeing the Father (John 14:9)—in nature not person—then 

to deny Jesus is to deny the Father (22, 23) 

One may claim to accept the God of the Bible (e.g., Mormons and Jehovah’s 

Witnesses), but if they don’t accept the Father’s revelation in His Son, then 

they don’t accept Father 

G. Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you (24) 

Emphatic “you”; in contrast to the one who denies to Son 

What they heard from the beginning is the Apostolic message (cf. 2:7) 

a. It is the Apostolic message that the NT constantly exhorts us to return (1 Tim 

6:3; 2 Tim 1:13; 4:3; Tit 1:9; 2 Pet 3:2; Jude :17, 20) 

The Word of God both abides in us and we in it (cf. 2:14; 2 John 2, 9; John 5:38; 15:7) 

Similarly, those who abide in God have God abiding in them (cf. 4:12-16) 

Implies a faithful adherence to the message  

H. The promise He Himself made is eternal life (25) 

I. Anointing you have received from Him remains in you (27) 

See 2:20  

You do not need anyone to teach you  

a. Context is “those who are trying to lead you astray” (26) 

b. If mean absolutely (no need for anyone to teach you at all), then it is self-

contradicting; because John is teaching them that they don’t need anyone to 

teach them!  

c. Point is that no one outside the anointed community is to teach them 

“His anointing teaches you all things”  

Cf. John 14:26: Holy Spirit was to equip the Apostles to teach all things (Matt 

28:18-20) 

 

E.  2:28-3:24 Children of God  

2:28-3:10 Two Families 

A. And now, children, remain in Him (28)  

1. So that we may have confidence before Him at His appearing! 

a. Confidence comes from abiding in him 

B. All the ones who do what is right have been born of Him (29) 
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The children of God are to reproduce His character (Matt 5:48)  

 

Chapter 3 

3:1-10  

A. God’s love is so great that He called us His children (1) 

1. And, thus, we are! (His calling is effectual)  

2. Therefore, the world did not know us; because it did not know Him 

a. In fact, the world hates us (3:13; John 15:18-21) 

B. We shall be like Him (2; cf. Rom 8:17; Phil 3:21; Col 3:4)  

1. We are ‘sons of God’; what we will be is unknown (cf. 1 Cor 2:9) 

2. It will be better!  

3. Though it has already started (2 Cor 3:18)  

C. All the ones who have this hope purify themselves (3) 

1. Matt 5:8: the pure in heart shall see God  

2. Pure: used to denote the outward spotlessness of items used in worship  

D. All the ones who sin also do lawlessness (4) 

1. Opposite of the righteous of 2:29 

2. Lawlessness: general attitude of lawlessness to God 

E. He was manifested to take away (our) sins (5; cf. John 1:29) 

1. Only accomplished because ‘in him is no sin’ 

F. All the ones who remain in Him do not sin (6) 

1. Cf. 1:9: where provision is made for when we sin; 2:1 Christ is our advocate (also 

1:8, 10) 

G. The one who does what is right is His child; the one who does what is sinful is of the devil 

(7, 8) 

1. False teachers had apparently attempted to justify their unrighteous acts as though 

they were good; John confirms what is fairly obvious 

2. Children may be known by their moral likeness to the head of the family 

3. Acts that most characterize their behavior show what family they are members of  

4. In fact, the one who does not love his brother is not a child of God (10) 

H. Reason the Son of God appeared  

1. Take away our sin (5) 

2. Destroy the devil’s work (8) 

a. Cf. John 12:31; Luke 10:18; Rev. 12:7-12 

I. All the ones who are born of God will not sin (9)  

1. Because God’s seed remains in Him (cf Rom 8:1-11) 
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a. Word of God?: Luke 8:11; Jas 1:18; 1 Pet 1:23-25 

b. Spirit of God?: John 3:6; see ‘anointing’ 

2. The one who is truly born of God will live like it because they have the Spirit (cf. 

5:18) 

J. Summary how the two families are obvious/clear (10)  

All the ones who do not do righteousness are not children of God 

Nor, the ones who do not love their brother  

Children of the devil  

a. Spiritually speaking  

b. Cf. John 8:44 

c. Mark of the beast (Rev 13:17-18) 

 

3:11-18 The Test of Love 

Another test: those who love one another: negative and positive examples 

A. Message which was heard from the beginning Love one another (11; cf. 1:5; 2:7-11) 

1. Cain murdered his brother as a result of his hatred for him (12) 

a. Not explicitly stated in the OT  

b. But, 3:15 and Matt 5:21-22 Hatred is equal to murder  

2. Cain was of the evil one (John 8:46) 

3. Cain’s works were evil (Gen 4:7; implies this; cp. Prov 15:8; Heb 11:4) 

B. Do not be surprised if the world hates you (13); corollary to the hatred of people like Cain: 

hatred towards Christians 

1. Cf. John 15:18-20; Luke 10:16 

2. World is oriented against God (2:15-17) 

3. But, we will overcome the world (4:4; 5:4; John 16:33) 

C. We know that we belong to the family of God because we love the brothers (14; John 13:35) 

1. Therefore, we have passed from death to life (John 5:24) 

D. By this we know love because He laid down His life for us; therefore, we ought to do so for 

our brothers (16) 

1. “No Christian should speak readily of his love for others unless he is prepared, if 

need be, to show that love as Christ showed His, by giving up his life for them—

indeed, by regarding it as his plain duty so to do.”  

E. Practical Christian love (17): corollary to the example of Christ; we should share possessions 

with the needy 

1. Though not often called to lay down our lives for one another; we are often called to 

more practical acts of service: caring for one who has a material need for which we 

have the material resources 
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a. This provides an elementary aspect to our love for one another 

b. I.e., failure to do even this is proof that we will not lay down our lives for 

one another  

c. Cf. James 2:14-17 

d. “If I am a well-off Christian, while others are poor, I am not acting as a true 

Christian” 

2. How can the “Love of God” be in such a person?  

a. Our love for God?: (4:20) by loving our brother we show our love for God 

b. God’s love for us?: (cf. Rom 5:5; where God’s love for us is poured into our 

hearts) 

1. Thus, we love as Christ loved (John 13:34) 

3. This constitutes loving with “deed and truth” versus “word and tongue” (18) 

 

3:19-24 Christian Confidence 

A. By this we know we are of the truth and we shall assure (possibly: ‘set at rest’) our heart 

before Him (19) 

1. As a result of these acts—of love to one another and Christian charity—that we have 

this assurance  

2. In His presence: Judgment day 4:17? cf. 1 Cor 4:3-5 

3. In His presence: in prayer? cf. 21; 1 Thess 1:3; 3:9 

B. God is greater than our hearts (20) 

1. Since He knows all, we can have assurance  

C. If our hearts do not condemn us we have confidence before God (21) 

D. Whatever we ask we receive from Him; because we obey His commands and do what please 

Him (22) 

1. Our love for God has been demonstrated by our obedience; now we ask God for our 

needs (cf. 5:14)  

2. Context suggests that these are requests made in accordance with our obedience: i.e., 

asking God for what we need to be obedient (cf. John 14:13; 16:23) 

E. Summary: this is His command (23) (this verse not only summarizes, but also sets the stage 

for the two main points of the remainder of the letter: belief and conduct) 

We believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ (Faith) 

We love one another (Love) 

The first precedes the second 

The second continues throughout our lives 

A person cannot have one without the other 

F. The one who keeps His command (24) 
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1. Abides in Him; and He Himself in them (cf. John 6:56; 15:4) 

G. By this we know that He lives in us: by the Spirit he has given us  

1. All of which is the activity of the Father and Son (John 14:26 Father sends Him; John 

15:26 Son sends Him) 

2. God dwells in us (4:12, 15, 16) 

3. Christ and the Father (John 14:23) 

4. This provides an assurance beyond that of our own obedience 

 

Chapter 4 

4:1-6 The Two Spirits 

Test the Spirits (1-3) 

1 Thess 5:21: Test everything 

Many false prophets have gone out into the world (Matt 7:15-23; Mark 13:22)   

It is necessary to test because we should not believe every spirit  

a. Necessary even in the OT (cf. 1 Kings 22:1-28)  

b. Often the test of a prophet is whether his word comes to pass (Jer 28:9) 

c. Deuteronomy laid down two tests:  

1. Deut 18:22 If his word does not come to pass, he is not from God 

2. Deut 13:1-5 If he leads you to other gods, he is not from God 

d. 1 Cor 12:1-3: Paul lays down the test: who do they say Jesus is 

Don’t just assume that any mystical experience must have been from God 

a. All such true experiences will either lead a person to a saving knowledge of 

Christ or to a greater relationship with Him 

b. First, it must be established as to whether or not the Christ of the spirits is the 

true Christ! 

Test: Test here is similar to Paul’s, yet worded in accord with the particular problem confronting 

John’s readers:  Who do they say Jesus is! What is their confession of faith (2; cf. 2 John 7) 

1. Not an infallible test (cf. Matt 7:21-23) 

2. Since the gnostic false teachers denied the incarnation of Christ, John adapts the 

question to the particular situation: i.e., did Jesus come in the flesh? 

You are from God have overcome because the One who is in you is greater (4; cf. 3:24)  

They are from the world (5) 

1. Note: they are of the world, not because they live dominated by material pleasures, 

but because have accommodated the gospel to the current philosophy that prevailed 

in that day 

2. The world is in the control of the evil one  

We are from God and the one who knows God listens to us (6) 
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1. Cf. 5:7-11; John 8:47; 10:14-16 

2. ‘We’ probably indicates the teachers (though this doesn’t absolutely exclude the rest) 

3. The response to the truth is another test: 

a. Thus, we have the confessions they make  

b. And, we have their response to the message 

 

4:7-21 Walking in Love 

A. We should love one another (7) 

1. Because: Love is from God 

2. And, all the ones who love are born of God and know God  

a. i.e., the one who loves is the one who ‘knows’ God; contra the gnostics claim 

b. Doesn’t mean that any person who loves is saved; but within the context of 

the letter those who believe and love 

B. The one who does not love, does not know God (8) 

1. Because: God is Love (8, 16) 

C. God sent His Son into the world that we might live through Him (9) 

1. This is how God’s love was manifested to us  

2. One and only Son (cf. John 3:16) 

D. This is love: God loved us first (10)  

1. He sent His Son to be a propitiation for our sins (cf. 2:2) 

2. Cf. Rom 5:8 

E.  We should love one another (11) 

1. If the children of God are to be Holy because God is Holy (Lev 11:44-45; 1 Pet 

1:15);  

2. If the children of God are to be merciful because God is merciful (Luke 6:36);  

3. If the children of God are to be perfect because He is perfect (Matt 5:48); 

4. Then they should be loving, because God is Love! 

F. No one has seen God (12; cf. John 1:18; 1 Tim 6:16) 

1. But, if we love one another God abides in us!  

2. Since God’s Spirit is poured into the hearts of His children (Rom 5:5), they are the 

witnesses on earth of God’s love  

3. Thus, though He may have never be seen, He is visible in His children when they 

love one another (Bruce: “The love of God displayed in His people is the strongest 

apologetic that God has in the world”) 

4. Previously, God was made known in His Son (John 1:18) 

G. By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us (13) 
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1. He has given us His Spirit  (cf. 3:24) 

2. It is the Spirit that enables us to believe (John 15:36) 

H. We have seen and bear witness that God sent the Son to be the Savior of the world (14) 

1. Cf. 1:1-4  

I. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him and he in God (15) 

1. God abides in us if we love one another (12) and if we confess that Jesus is the Son 

of God (15) 

2. Stress on Faith/Truth and Love 

J. God is Love (16; cf 8) 

1. We Know and Have Believed  

2. The love God has for (lit. ‘in’) us: i.e., the giving of the Spirit in us 

3. The one who abides (continues to abide) in love abides in God and God abides in 

Him  

K. By this, love has been made complete (i.e., in light of what has been said regarding abiding in 

love; 17) 

1. So that we may have confidence on the day of judgment (confidence comes from 

abiding in love) 

a. Day of judgment: has in mind the final Day of judgment 

b. A judgment that does not apply to believers (John 5:24; 3:18) 

2. Cf. 2:28 

3. Christian Love and Confidence is contra Shame and Fear (cf. 4:18) 

4. The one who fears has not been made perfect by love (18) 

L. We love: because He first loved us (19)  

1. God showed us how to Love (3:11)  

2. And, He imparted the desire and ability to love! 

M. If anyone says, ‘I love God’ yet hates his brother: he is a liar (20) 

For, the one who does not love the brother he has seen; cannot love God—the unseen 

(cf. 1 Pet 1:8: Christ is the unseen One whom we love) 

a. To not love one’s brother is to be a child of the devil (3:10) and a murderer 

(3:15)  

If we love God, then we are to obey His commands (John 14:15, 21, 23) 

God’s command is to Love one another (John 13:35) 

Loving God and loving one’s neighbor are two sides of the same coin (Matt 22:37-38) 

Therefore, to not love one another is to not obey God’s commands; and to not obey 

God’s commands is to not love God  

N. This is the commandment we have from Him: the one who loves God should love his brother 

(21) 
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Cf. Matt 25: 31-46 At the judgment, our behavior towards Christians will be treated as 

our behavior towards Christ  

 

Chapter 5 

5:1-5 The Victory of Faith  

A. The one who loves the Father (lit. ‘the one who begets’) loves the one who is begotten (1) 

1. The one who is begotten is the one who believes that Jesus is the Christ; i.e., the 

children of God (cf. John 20:31) 

a. Christ (Greek: Heb. ‘Messiah’: lit. “the anointed One”) 

b. Docetists made a distinction between the man ‘Jesus’ and the divine ‘Christ’  

B. By this we know that we love the children of God,  

1. The external proof of our Love for God is our obedience (Matt 7:16-20) 

2. Obedience that begins with the commandment to love one another 

C. For this is love for God: that we keep his commands (3) 

D. His commands are not burdensome/heavy (3)  

1. Because, whatever is born of God overcomes the world (4) 

2. This is the victory that overcomes the world—our faith  

3. Who is the one who overcomes the world?: The one who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God (5) 

4. Cf. John 16:33; Rev 12:11; Rom 8:37; 1 Cor 15:57 

 

5:6-12 The Ground of Assurance  

A. This is the one who came by water and blood (6) 

1. Baptism and Passion  

a. Cerinthus denied the Jesus was the Christ at His passion  

b. Hence, ‘not with water only’ as Cerinthus claimed; but with water and blood 

B. The Spirit is the witness: because the Spirit is the Truth  

1. Cf. 3:24; 4:13; John 14:217; 15:26; 16:13; Acts 5:32 

C. Thus, there are 3 that bear witness (7) 

D. The Spirit, water, and the blood; and the 3 are in agreement (8) 

E. The testimony of God is greater (9) 

F. To not believe is to make God a liar (10)  

G. And this is the testimony: that God has given eternal life and this life is in His Son (11; John 

3:36) 

1. ‘Eternal life’ is life in the age to come  
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2. Because Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life, the believer can experience this life 

now (cf. John 3:18; 11:25-26) 

H. The one who has the Son has life (12)  

 

5:13-21  Epilogue  

A. This is John’s purpose: that they ‘may know’ that they ‘have eternal life’ (13) 

1. That is: those who believe in the name of the Son of God  

2. Name: authority, nature, person  

3. Jewish speaking it referenced YHWH 

B. We ask anything according to His will. He hears us (14; Matt 6:10; John 14:13; 15:7, 16; 

16:23)  

1. Cf. 3:21 

E. Brother commits a sin that leads to death? (16-17) 

1. Physical death?: There are sins in the NT that directly result in physical death (Acts 

5:1-11; 1 Cor 11:30) 

a. If so, then there is no need to pray for one who is already dead 

b. If he lived, then why pray that he may have life? 

2. Apostasy? 

a. If so, then he does not encourage prayer for those who have shown 

themselves as antichrists—are in open denial and refuse to repent  

b. Cf. Heb. 6:4-8: No need to pray for such a one because they will never be 

brought back to repentance  

c. For those who haven’t gone this far, and may still be brought back, we 

should pray 

F. Pray for fellow-believers who are falling into sin (cf. Luke 22:32) 

G. All unrighteousness is sin 

Though not all sin leads to death (cf. 1:9) 

H. We know (3 things):  

1. All the ones who are born of God do not sin (18) 

a. But, the One born of God (Jesus) keeps him and the evil one cannot touch 

him  

b. 3:6, 9: Because He abides in God 

2. We are of God and the whole world is in the evil one (19) 

a. Such knowledge comes through passing the tests laid out  

b. World is in the control of the evil one (John 14:30) 

3. The Son of God has come and given us understanding (20) 

a. In order that we might know the truth  
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I. We are in Him who is true, His Son Jesus Christ  

1. This is the true God and eternal life  

a. Jesus or the Father?  

J. Guard yourselves from idols? (21) 

1. Lit: Idolatry? Seems odd that it would suddenly be inserted here 

2. False conceptions of God?  

3. Idolatry and sin are closely connected in Qumran 

4. Both 2-3: false conceptions of God and the sins which accompany them 

 

2 John 

A. 2
nd

 John 

1. Church has taken Christian hospitality too far by welcoming false teachers into the 

Church; John warns them that anyone who does so shares in their wicked works (11) 

7 “Gone out into the world” may denote missionary activity 

See 3 John 5-8 (dependent on hospitality from people like Gaius) 

2. Remind them of the command to Love (5) 

3. Letter was preparatory for a visit (12) 

 

:1-3 Opening Salutation  

A. Elder (1)  

1. In the sense of older  

B. To the chosen lady and her children  

1. Nothing in the rest of this letter applies solely to an individual (as with most of 3 

John) 

2. Thus, probably a church and its members (cf Rev 20:2, 9) 

3. Cp :13 children of chosen sister—another local body  

C. Truth, which abides in us (2)  

1. Holy Spirit dwells in us and is Himself the Spirit of Truth (John 14:17; 1 John 5:7) 

 

:4 Occasion of Rejoicing  

A. Rejoices that some of your children are walking in the truth (4)  

1. Doesn’t mean that others aren’t; probably referring only to the ones he knows about  

2. May have occasioned the letter 

 

:5-11 Exhortation  
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A. I ask that we love one another (5) 

B. Not a new command, but from the beginning (cf. 1 John 2:7) 

1. Walk in it  

C. Because many deceivers have gone into the world (7) 

1. They do not confess Jesus as coming in the flesh  

a. Docetic denial of the incarnation  

2. This is the deceiver and the antichrist (cf. 1 John 2:18) 

D. Watch yourselves!! (8) 

1. If they maintain and are not swayed by false teachers, then they will be fully 

rewarded  

2. The one who remains in the teaching has both the Father and the Son (9) 

E. Anyone who goes too far and does not remain does not have God  

1. He does not have God because he denies the Son (1 John 2:23) 

F. Do not receive such a person in the house and do not greet him (10)  

1. House: Church  

2. If so, then such a person should not be welcomed as a teacher or to fellowship with 

the church  

3. Travelling prophets and teachers were well-known figures in church life at this time 

4. Therefore, be careful whom you welcome 

G. The one who greets him fellowships with his evil works (11) 

 

:12 Personal Notes  

A. More to write, but prefer to do in person (12) 

1. Explains the briefness of the letter 

2. Is this literary convention?  

 

:13 Final Greetings 

  

  

3 John  

A. 3
rd

 John 

1. John wishes to encourage Gaius in light of his efforts (6-8) 

2. Diotrephes has usurped control of the Church and will not listen to John’s envoy 

a. He refuses to welcome John’s envoy (10) 

b. He is “gossiping maliciously about us” (10) 
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3. John informs Gaius of his plans to visit and deal with the matter himself (10) 

4. Commend Demetrius 

 

:1-2 Opening Salutation and good wishes  

A. Elder (1) 

B. To Gaius:  

1. Common Roman name  

2. Cannot identify him (cf. Rom 16:23; 1 Cor 1:14; Acts 19:29; 20:4) 

3. One of John’s children (5); therefore, a convert of his; a member of one of his 

congregations; or a younger believer for whom he feels a fatherly concern?  

4. Much of the letter is addressed to him personally  

C. Wish for good health (2) 

1. As good as his spiritual condition  

 

:3-4 Occasion of Rejoicing  

A. Brothers told of your faithfulness to the Truth (3) 

1. Brothers that Gaius entertained? (cf. 5-8) 

 

:5-8 Appreciation of help given to travelling teachers  

A. Gaius showed hospitality to travelling teachers (5) 

1. Though they were strangers to him  

B. You will do well to send them on their way (6) 

1. Idiom: for a request; or an expression of thanks beforehand 

C. For the sake of the Name they went out (7) 

1. Name: YHWH: authority, nature, essence  

2. Synonym for Christ; Only reference to Christ in the letter  

D. Not accepting help from the Gentiles  

1. Lest it give the impression that the Church is unable or unwilling to help its own 

E. We ought to receive such men as guests (8) 

1. or: It is necessary for us to receive such men as guests  

F. So that we may be fellow-workers for the Truth  

1. 2 John :10 to welcome false teachers is to be an accomplice with his wicked works  

2. Matt 10:41 

 

:9-10 Diotrephes unbrotherly conduct 
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A. John wrote to the church (9) 

1. Probably commending his travelling teachers  

2. If so, then this letter is lost (not the content of 2 John) 

B. Diotrephes will have nothing to do with us (nor will he allow others to do so) 

1. One who ‘loves to be first” 

2. Details are lacking; but some proposals are: 

a. Diotrephes has usurped power in the church; refused to welcome John’s 

teachers; and therefore, John is forced to write to Gaius  

b. Diotrephes is overly concerned about welcoming false teachers and thus 

refused even John’s teachers  

C. When he comes he will call attention to the matter  

 

:11 Exhortation  

A. Do not imitate what is evil but what is good (11)  

B. One who does evil has not seen God  

1. To see Jesus is to see God (John 1:18; 12:45; 14:9;)  

2. To see Christ is to become like Him (1 John 3:2) 

 

:12 Recommendation of Demetrius  

A. Demetrius is well commended (12) 

1. He was likely the bearer of the letter  

 

:13-14 Personal Notes  

A. See 2 John 12 

 

:15 Final Greeting  

 

 


