
Introduction to Genesis 1-11 
 

I. Intro 

A. Genesis lays the foundation for a Biblical Worldview in opposition to other 
worldviews 

1. God created the world (atheism; secular humanism; naturalistic 
evolution) 

2. Only one God who created (polytheism) 

3. God is separate from His creation (pantheism; finite godism)  

4. God made a covenant with His creation and will uphold it (deism) 

B. Nuances of the Biblical Worldview are defined in Genesis 

1. God made us to manage His creation (environmentalism) 

2. We manage the world for Him (hedonism) 

3. God encourages us to subdue the earth (science)  

4. God is not the source of evil (gnosticism) 

5. Life is meaningful and purposeful (nihilism) 

II. Author 

A. Technically the book is anonymous  

1. Pentateuch (Gen-Deut) is considered a whole  

B. Moses  

1. Pentateuch informs us that Moses received revelations and wrote things 
down (Exod 17:14; 24:4; 34:27 Num 33:2; Deut 31:22) 

2. Early biblical tradition (Josh 1:6-7; 2 Chron 15:4; Ezra 6:18; Neh 13:1) 

3. NT tradition (Matt 19:7; 22:24; Mark 7:10; 12:26; John 1:17; 5:46; 7:23) 

C. Problems with Mosaic authorship  

1. Deut 34: death of Moses recorded  

D. Parts written before Moses?  

1. Revealed to Moses?  

III. Purpose  

A. Foundation for the entire Pentateuch  

B. Beginning of redemptive history  
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C. Begins with creation: its main point: ‘God did it and not the gods’  

1. Mankind is the focus of His creation  

2. God did it without pre-existent matter (ex nihilo) 

3. His creation is good (the opposite of the way the creation is now—thus, 
sin and injustice is not God’s creation) 

D. Narrates the origin of sin and the rebellion against God  

E. Flood is a judgment upon creation (a reversal of the creation—the waters return 
to where they were in Gen 1:2) 

F. Noah represents a new beginning—though a connection to the original creation 
remains (note the use of ‘be fruitful and multiply’ 9:1, 7; and the ‘image of God’ 
9:6) 

IV. Literary Shape: Structure of Genesis  

‘Toledoth’ ‘generation’ as a structural indicator in Genesis: marking the 
beginning of each section: (person named is not necessarily the main character 
but is the beginning point of a section that also closes with his death) 

2:4  Generations of Heavens and Earth  

5:1  Generations of Adam 

6:9  Generations of Noah 

10:1  Generations of sons of Noah 

11:10  Generations of Shem 

11:27  Generations of Terah  

25:12  Generations of Ishmael 

25:19  Generations of Isaac 

36:1  Generations of Esau 

37:2 Generations of Jacob 

A. We find a theological history that focuses on God’s covenant people  

B. Toledot marks the sections and serves to narrow the focus of the lense to a 
particular individual and his descendants  

C. Also the book can be divided into 1:1-11:26 and 11:27-50:26  

1. 1:1-11:26 focuses on primeval history: covering the time from creation to 
and the tower of Babel: Focus on mankind as a whole  

2. 11:27-50:26 focuses on on man and his family for four generations: the 
creation of a family by God: persons whom God has chosen to bless this 
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family, with land and descendants; they are the means of bringing 
blessing to the nations 

a. Chs 12-36 focus on Abraham, Isaac, Jacob 

b. Chs 37-50 focus on Joseph  

V. Genre  

A. History 

B. Theological history: it is impossible to present the facts of the past in an 
uninterpreted fashion  

1. It is impossible to narrate every event so the author must select events 
that he deems import 

2. The author then writes his history with an emphasis on certain events 

C. Biblical history is intended to impress the reader with the theological significance 
of the facts  

D. ‘Redemptive-historical narrative’ 

VI. Literary context of Gen 1-11 

A. Sets the stage for the mission of Israel to live as God’s treasured people (Exod 
19:5) 

B. There is one God, who made man is His image (Gen 1) 

C. He entered into a special relationship with the first human beings (Gen 2) 

D. Which they broke (Gen 3)  

E. Mankind then began to spread over the Earth (Gen 4-5)  

F. The Flood and Babel accounts similarly maintain the stress on mankind’s 
responsibility to the Maker and not to their own will  

VII. Ancient Near East (ANE) background  

A. ANE Creation accounts:  

1. Mesopotamian: Akkadian text Enuma Elish: main purpose was to express 
the exaltation of Marduk to the head of the pantheon  

a. Enuma Elish: Marduk slays the demon god Qingu and took his 
blood and mixed it with clay  

2. Mesopotamian: Akkadian text Atrahasis: alternative account of the 
creation of mankind 

a. Atrahasis: man is created for the purpose of labor to replace the 
lesser deities who were on strike 
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B. Mesopotamian Flood stories  

1. 3 major accounts (Eridu Genesis; Gilgamesh; Atrahasis) plus other texts 
that mention the flood (Sumerian King List) 

a. Noah is named: Ziusudra, Utnapishtim, Atrahasis  

VIII. Genesis as a foundation  

A. Foundation for Marriage 

B. Foundation for work  

C. Foundation for Sabbath  
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Genesis 1:1-2:3 
 
Creation language is used more often for God’s work of sustaining creation: Cf Neh 9:6; 
Job 9:4-10; Job 28; Ps 104; 148; Amos 4:13; Matt 6:26-30; Acts 17:24-28; Col 1:16-17; 
Heb 1:3 

 
1:1-2 Preface: initial conditions before Day 1  

A. The 1st day begins in 1:3: ‘and God said’  

B. Verses 1-2 are then the background  

C. ‘Heavens and the Earth’ refer to everything in 1:1-2 

 
1:3-5: Day 1: Light and Darkness  

A. ‘And God said’ (3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26, 28, 29)  

B. Separates the light and the darkness  

‘Evening and morning’:  
Signifies God’s rest at the end of each work day  
 

1:6-8: Day 2: Sea and Sky  
A. 1:6: ‘Let there be an expanse’ (firmament): basic idea is ‘spreading out’  

B. 1:7 Waters below the expanse from waters above it  

C. 1:8 Expanse: ‘heaven’ or ‘sky’  

 
1:9-13: Day 3: Land, Sea, Vegetation  

A. 1:9 Dry land and seas formed  

B. 1:10 Land called ‘earth’: this is the last time God names anything (Adam does) 

- Geocentric focus: Focus shifts from waters and earth to the Earth (as in 1:1 it 
shifted from heavens/earth to Earth) 

C. 1:11: Vegetation: (only 2 kinds of vegetation: cp 1:29-30) 

1. Plants with seed: seed is external  
2. Trees : seed is internal  

D. 1:12 ‘According to their kind’ 
- Connotes a supernatural and a natural effect 

- God made them so that they can reproduce on their own  

- ‘Kind’: we do not know of scientific equivalent of ‘kind’  
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1:14-19: Day 4: Light Bearers in the Heavens 
A. 1:14: ‘Let there be lights/luminaries’ 

1. Separate day and night  
2. Signs of the seasons, days, and years  
3. Shine on the Earth (15) 

- Use of ‘greater light’ and ‘lesser light’: are probably an attempt to avoid the 
names ‘sun’ and ‘moon’; which are used for various deities  

 
1:20-23: Day 5: Sea animals and Birds 

A. 1:21: 2 kinds of creatures live in the water: 

1. Large: ‘great sea monsters’ tannin: also used of sea creatures who 
opposed God (Ps 74:13-14; Isa 27:1; 51:9) 

a. Most uses, however, are simply great sea creatures  

b. There is no suggestion of warfare against God in Gen 1  

2. Smaller fish  
B. 1:22-23: God blesses them: ‘Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the seas . . . earth’ 

 
1:24-31: Day 6: Land animals and Man 

A. 1:24: 3 categories of land animals  

1. ‘Cattle’: large quadrupeds which are domesticated   

2. ‘Reptiles’: lizards, snakes  

3. ‘Beasts’: corresponds with the Heb. ‘living thing’: every kind of wild 
animal  

B. 1:26: Creation of man 

 Clearly the high point of the narrative  
1. Change from ‘let there be . . .’ to ‘let us make . . .’  

2. Repetition of ‘God created man . . . He created them . . . male and female 
He created them  

3. Longest description   

4. Addition of ‘subdue and rule over’  

 Thus, the Earth is a good place for man to live, work, love, and worship God 

C. ‘Let us make man in our image’  

1. Trinitarian: God is speaking to the Spirit of 1:2: the author may not have a 
formal knowledge of the trinity but hints still invade the text of the OT  

  ‘Image of God’ and ‘our likeness’ (see notes on Image of God in Theology)  
1. Occurs only 4 times in the OT: (Gen 1:26, 27; 5:3; 9:6) 

2. Gen 1 is not interested in defining the terms  
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3. Image has been defined: 
a. Conscience  
b. Soul 
c.  Original righteousness 
d. Reason 
e. Capacity for communion with God  

D.  ‘Let them rule’: After spelling out man’s relationship with God, Gen 1 now 
explains man’s relationship with the rest of creation 

1. 1:27: man is distinguished sexually; not by various species (sexual 
distinction with the animals comes in 6:19) 

2.  ‘Male and female’: specifies who it was that was made in the image of 
God 

3. 2 responsibilities for Man: 
a. Procreation 
b. Dominion  
c. 1:28: adds ‘subdue’  

E. 1:29-30: Every plant and tree for food  
F.  ‘It was very good’ 

 
2:1-3: Day 7: Rest   

A. 2:1-3: completed  
B. 2:3 God blessed the 7th day: 

- Previous days God called ‘good’; only the 7th is sanctified  
- This means the 7th is ‘set apart’ from the other 6: man does not bless it when 

he ceases to work; God has sanctified it already and man recognizes it when 
he ceases to labor as Moses recognized the holiness of the mount by 
removing his shoes!  

C. God’s Sabbath (Exod 31:17; ‘On the seventh day God ceased from labor, and was 
refreshed’? God could hardly have been ‘worn out’ (cp Exod 23:12; 2 Sam 16:14) 

D. Note:  
- Each of the 6 workdays begin with ‘and God said’ 

- Each of the 6 workdays end with ‘and there was evening and morning, the 

nth day’ 

- 7th day is unique: 

1. God doesn’t say anything 
2. God doesn’t do anything 
3. No reference to morning and evening 
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Addendum to the Creation week 

Is this account historical?  
A. Yes:  

1. Note its place in the book of Genesis, which is an historical book  

2. It was read that way; cp Exod 20:11 ‘Exod 20:9-11  
'Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you or your 
son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or 
your sojourner who stays with you. For in six days the Lord made the 
heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the 
seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it 
holy'’ 

3. Theology and history and intertwined in Scripture  

 
Nature of the ‘Days’ of Creation:  

A. Creation depicts God as a workman who rests each night, and on the Sabbath 
rests and enjoys his work  

B. Phenomenological language: described from the perspective of ordinary human 
experience—the sun rises/sets 

C. What kind of days were they?  

1. Days would likely have been conceived of as a normal 'day' by an ancient 
Israelite  

2. Indication that the days were not normal is indicated by the fact that the 
sun and moon do not appear until the fourth day  

3. The 7th day has no end  

- John 5:17: the Father is resting ‘on the Sabbath’ is implied for the 
argument to have any force 

- Heb 4:3-11: believers enter the same rest as God 

4. The use of ‘evening and morning the nth day’ does not constitute a day; 
but it references the periods of god’s rest in the midst of the days (Ps 
104:23; Exod 18:13): marks the end of the days and designates God’s rest 
in their midst 

5. The events of the 6th day appear to have taken more than 12 hours  

6. Does the fact that 1:1-2 is not part of the first day tell us that the creation 
‘week’ was not the first ‘week’ of the universe?  
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7. Remember the purpose of the creation week was to describe the 
preparation of the earth as the ideal place for humans to live, love, and 
serve  

8. Analogical day theory:   

- Gen 1 sets up an analogy between God’s work and man’s work: 6 
days you shall work and the 7th you shall rest (Exod 20:11) 

- God’s works are real works/acts in space and time; but God’s work is 
analogous to man’s work rather than identical/on the same level 

- Exod 31:17; ‘God was refreshed’? God could hardly have been ‘worn 
out’ (cp Exod 23:12; 2 Sam 16:14): therefore, this is an analogy  

- God’s work is different from man’s: He creates ‘out of nothing’ 

- Days of creation are thus analogical and form the basis of imitation 
for man, but do not specify the duration of God’s days 

- Argues that the passage sets up the analogy and not the meaning of 
‘day’ or anything else as the ‘day-age’ views propose 

9. Events of Day 6 as narrated in 2:4-25 occur over a period of time?  

 
Creation of Light on Day 4 

A. Asa in Gen 1:16 does not have to mean ‘create’; it can mean ‘to work on 
something already present’  

B. If so, then 1:14 focuses on the function of lights and not their creation: thus, it is 
foolish to worship them  

C. The command to ‘let there be’ is completed with the clause ‘to separate’ (cf Ps 
33:22) 

D. Same as in Gen 1:3 

 
Genesis 1 and Creation Issues  

A. Author and readers not interested in taxonomy (detailed classification of 
creatures) 

1. 1:12 lists 2 categories of plant life: small plants and tree  

2. 1:24 lists 3 categories of land animals: livestock (domesticable stock 
animals); creeping things (such as mice, lizards, and spiders); and beasts 
(larger wild animals) 

3. Only man gets its proper name  
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B. Kind? (Heb ‘min’) appears in days 3, 5, and 6  

1. Conveys ‘category’ or ‘variety’  

2. Text says that the first fruits and animals bore fruit according to their 
kinds 

3. Text assumes the everyday experience of the ancient Israelite: goats give 
birth to goats; camels-camels; wheat-wheat    

 

Genesis 2:4-25 
 

Gen 1:1-2:3; 2:4-4:26  2 Creation accounts? 
- First is ordered taxonomically; in terms of the creatures that God makes  

- Second is ordered teleologically: with a purpose in mind—creation of man  

a. Creation of man comes at the beginning  

b. Creation of other things are mentioned as they relate to their service 
of man  

2:4 heading 
A. ‘These are the Generations of’ (4)  

B. Use of ‘Lord God’: the covenant name for God (Lord) is combined with the name 
for God in Gen 1:1-2:3 to identify that the covenant God of Israel is responsible 
for the creation 

1. Use of Heavens and Earth with created—relates to Gen 1:1  

2. Use of Lord God points forward to 2:5-3:24 

3. These 2 accounts are complementary: first gives the introduction the 
second gives the details of the 6th day 

Therefore, Gen 1 is a general introduction to Creation; Gen 2f now informs us of 
the details (at least those that were important to ancient Israelites); first among 
these is the fact that the covenant God of Israel is the creator!  

  
2:5-6 Setting for the events  

A. 2:5-6 provide the setting for 2:7 

1. They describe what the conditions were when the action of 2:7 happened  
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B. Gen 2:5 ‘Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field 
had yet sprouted, for the LORD God had not sent rain upon the earth, and there 
was no man to cultivate the ground.’ NASB 

- Gen 2:5 ‘When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the 
field had yet sprung up- for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, 
and there was no man to work the ground,’ ESV  

1. The ESV seems to make the most sense in light of the Middle Eastern 
climate  

2. In Palestine it doesn’t rain in the summer and the autumn rains bring 
about a burst of new plant growth  

3. ‘mist was rising’; may suggest the beginning of the rainy season (Cp ESV 
vs NASB) 

4. Thus, 2:5 is describing a time of year  

 
2:7-9 Events: forming of man, planting garden, placing of man  

A. Man made from dust (7; 1 Cor 15:45)  

B. Breathed into his nostrils the breath of life  

1. Divine breath given to all; not just the royal figures 

C. God planted a garden in Eden (8) 

1. Though Eden and Garden become somewhat synonymous, they are not 
(2:8, 10; 4:16) 

D. Adam is moved to this garden; he returns to his former place (2:23) 

E. Tree of life and the Tree of the knowledge of good and evil (9): planted by God! 

1. Tree of Life: used throughout the OT (Gen 2:9; 3:22, 24; Prov 3:18; 11:30; 
13:12; 15:4); and in the NT—though here it is used in the context of a re-
creation (Rev 2:7; 22:2, 14, 19)  

F. ‘Knowledge of Good and evil’? 

1. Can’t be a sexual knowledge because it is applied to God in 3:22  

2. Omniscience?  

a. But Adam and Eve did not gain such  

3. Cultural knowledge; as civilization progresses it becomes farther removed 
from God: text doesn’t indicate this  

4. Moral autonomy: those who are legally responsible for their actions (1 
Kings 3:9); ability to make moral pronouncements  

a. Good and evil often associated with formulating a judicial 
decision (Gen 24:50; 31:24, 29) 
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2:10-14 Excursus: the four rivers  

A. 4 rivers (10)  

B. Pishon (11): unknown in the OT  

C. Gihon (13): unknown  

D. Tigris (14); east of Assur/Assyria 

E. Euphrates (only river not associated with a land)  

 
2:15-17 Events: God sets up the terms of the relationship with man  

A. Man put in the garden by God to cultivate it and keep it (15) 

B. God commanded him not to eat from any tree; except the Tree of knowledge of 
good and evil (16-17) 

1. In the day: same as in 2:4; though it often reflects an idiom expressing 
‘certainty’ (Cp 1 Kings 2:37, 42) 

2. Cp Pharaoh’s words to Moses: ‘In the day you see my face you will die’ 
(Exod 10:28) 

3. What is the ‘tree of knowledge of good and evil’? 

- Longman: represents moral autonomy: by eating it man is asserting that 
he knows more than God: word for ‘knowledge’ implies ‘experience’; 
now they experience evil  

 
2:18-25 Events: formations of the helper  

A. It was not good (18) (first ‘not good’ in Gen; sky without stars is incomplete; seas 
with fish are incomplete; man without a companion is not good) 

1. Man is alone  

B. ‘I will make a helper suitable for him’ (18): or literally: ‘in front of him’; 
‘corresponding to him’ 

1. Suggests an equality 

C. ‘Helper’  

1. Word most frequently used for Yahweh’s relationship to Israel  

2. God is Israel’s helper because He is stronger (Exod 18:4; Deut 33:7, 26, 
29; Ps 33:20; 115:9-11) 

D. Animals brought to Adam (19) 

1. Fulfillment of 1:26, 28 

E. God makes Eve (21)  
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F. Sela: better implies ‘side’  

G. Fashioned woman (22): Woman (issa) sounds similar to man (is) (23) 

H. Man forsakes his father and mother (24) 

1. Verbs used here relate to forsaking one’s covenant loyalty and 
maintaining covenant loyalty 

2. Perhaps they suggest the importance of covenant loyalty of the wife who 
has now replaced the parents  

I. Two become one flesh  

1. A man or woman by themselves does not constitute one flesh: Cf Gen 
1:26-27 

J. Naked and not ashamed (25): Nakedness outside this verse is always associated 
with shame and guilt 

 
Addendum 

Death in Gen 2:17 
E. Physical Death? Raises the question of whether the serpent was right and God 

wrong 
1. Perhaps, grace was given and the punishment delayed?  

F. Spiritual Death 
1. Cf Prov 12:28: ‘no death’ must refer to spiritual death  
2. ‘You shall surely die’: an infinitive absolute with an imperfect; only other 

occasion is 1 Kings 2:37—though not identical  
c. Implies a firm resolution that is not likely to be revoked  

 
Genesis 3:1-24 

 
3:1-7  Tempted in the Garden  

A. Serpent more crafty than any beast (1) 

1. Serpent is identified as Satan in the NT (Rom 16:20; Rev 12:9) 

B. Serpent’s words are deceptive 

1. God’s command was mostly positive and sparsely negative  

2. Serpent is wholly negative: claims that God did not permit them to eat 
from any of the trees 

C. Serpent speaks to the woman  

1. ‘You’ in 2-5 are plural  

2. ‘We’: Eve’s reply (2)  



Dalrymple  Genesis 1-12 

 14 

D. Eve corrects the serpent but also exaggerates (2)  

1. Adding: ‘you shall not touch it’  

E. Serpent challenges God’s word and His motives (4-5)  

F. Eve notices that that the fruit has 3 virtues (6): 

1. Good for food 

2. Delight to her eyes  

3. Good for attaining wisdom (covetousness) 

G. She took and ate it (6)  

- Eve may have believed her legalistic interpretation so that when she did not 
die after touching it that she may have felt comfortable eating it 

H. Gave some to Adam who was with her, and he ate  

1. No temptation of Adam is in view 

2. Nor, does he appear to resist  

I. Both ‘knew’ that they were naked (7) 

1. Hardly the knowledge they bargained for!  

J. They sewed fig leaves together and made loin coverings  

1. Instead of being driven back to God they attempted to alleviate the 
problem themselves 

2. Fig leaves: the fig tree produces the largest leaves of any tree in Palestine  

 
3:8-13 God meets them in the Garden  

A. God walking in the garden (8)  

1. Suggests a habitual act  

2. Cool of the day: when one would expect such a walk—evening or 
morning  

B. ‘Where are you?’ (9) 

C. I was afraid (10) 

1. Adam answered the ‘Why are you hiding’ question; not ‘where are you’  

D. Who told you that you were naked? (11) 

1. What is the source of your shame?  

E. Woman, whom you gave me, she gave me the fruit (12) 

1. Adam makes himself the victim!  

F. God asks of Eve (13)  
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G. Eve responds by blaming the Serpent  

1. She admits that she was deceived  

 

3:14-19 Judgment on the Serpent, the Woman, the Man 

Chiastic arrangement: sin of the man, woman, and the serpent before God in 9-13 leads 
to a reversal in the judgment of each in 14-19 

A. Serpent (14) 

1. Cursed in his mode of locomotion; belly 

2. Cursed in his relationship with the woman  

B. 3:15 the ‘Protoevangelium’: the first announcement of future redemption  

1. Rev 12:7-9 Satan is the ancient serpent  

2. Bruise your head; you bruise your heal  

3. Enmity between your seed and her seed   

a. ‘Seed’ most often refers to an immediate descendant (Gen 4:25: 
Seth) 

b. ‘Seed’ can refer to a distant offspring or even a group of 
descendants (as a collective) 

4. Rom 16:20: Paul identifies Satan with the Serpent; Agent of destruction is 
the Church  

5. Heb 2:14-15: less clearly implies that Jesus’ death crushed Satan 

C. Curse on the woman (16) 

1. Coming of the woman’s seed will come at a cost  

2. Woman endures pain in childrearing: her inclination to relationship will 
come at a greater cost (childrearing in the OT is reflected of a woman’s 
highest sense of self-fulfillment)  

3. 3:16: ‘Your desire will be for your husband . . .’: Heb teshuqah appears 
only in 4:7 and Song of Sol 7:10: in Gen 4:7 it is sin’s desire to dominate 
Cain 

4. He shall ‘rule’ over you: He will rule as a tyrant  

5. Cp the reversal of this in the NT: Col 3:18-19 

D. Curse on the Man (17)  

1. Man’s sin was eating; punishment is to be the difficulty in obtaining food  

a. Eating mentioned 5x in 17-19 

2. Bread (19)  
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Pattern established here and in the stories that follow: (Cain and Abel; sons of God 
daughters of men; Flood; Tower of Babel)  

1. A sin is narrated  

2. Judgment speech of God 

3. Grace is given 

4. Judgment is executed  

 
3:20-21 Grace bestowed  

A. Eve is the mother of all the living (20) 

B. God makes clothes for them (21)  

 
3:22-24 Expulsion from the Garden  

A. God says: ‘Man has become like one of us’ (22)  

1. God informs us that it brings them trouble; it not only didn’t bring them 
anything, they lost what they had in the Garden and in relationship with 
God 

B. Expelled from the garden (23)  

C. East of the garden Cherubim are placed (24)  

1. Entrance of the tabernacle was on the east  

2. Parallels the Levites who were posted as guards of the tabernacle 

3. Cherubim are always depicted as symbolizing God’s presence  

 
Genesis 3:1-24 

 
3:1-7  Tempted in the Garden  

A. Serpent more crafty than any beast (1) 

a. Serpent is identified as Satan in the NT (Rom 16:20; Rev 12:9) 

B. Serpent’s words are deceptive 

a. God’s command was mostly positive and sparsely negative  

b. Serpent is wholly negative: claims that God did not permit them to eat 
from any of the trees 

C. Serpent speaks to the woman  

a. ‘You’ in 2-5 are plural  

b. ‘We’: Eve’s reply (2)  
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D. Eve corrects the serpent but also exaggerates (2)  

a. Adding: ‘you shall not touch it’  

E. Serpent challenges God’s word and His motives (4-5)  

F. Eve notices that that the fruit has 3 virtues (6): 

a. Good for food 

b. Delight to her eyes  

c. Good for attaining wisdom (covetousness) 

G. She took and ate it (6)  

i. Eve may have believed her legalistic interpretation so that when 
she did not die after touching it that she may have felt 
comfortable eating it 

H. Gave some to Adam who was with her, and he ate  

a. No temptation of Adam is in view 

b. Nor, does he appear to resist  

I. Both ‘knew’ that they were naked (7) 

a. Hardly the knowledge they bargained for!  

J. They sewed fig leaves together and made loin coverings  

a. Instead of being driven back to God they attempted to alleviate the 
problem themselves 

b. Fig leaves: the fig tree produces the largest leaves of any tree in Palestine  

 
3:8-13 God meets them in the Garden  

A. God walking in the garden (8)  

1. Suggests a habitual act  

2. Cool of the day: when one would expect such a walk—evening or 
morning  

B. ‘Where are you?’ (9) 

C. I was afraid (10) 

1. Adam answered the ‘Why are you hiding’ question; not ‘where are you’  

D. Who told you that you were naked? (11) 

1. What is the source of your shame?  

E. Woman, whom you gave me, she gave me the fruit (12) 

1. Adam makes himself the victim!  
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F. God asks of Eve (13)  

G. Eve responds by blaming the Serpent  

1. She admits that she was deceived  

 

3:14-19 Judgment on the Serpent, the Woman, the Man 

Chiastic arrangement: sin of the man, woman, and the serpent before God in 9-13 leads 
to a reversal in the judgment of each in 14-19 

A. Serpent (14) 

1. Cursed in his mode of locomotion; belly 

2. Cursed in his relationship with the woman  

B. 3:15 the ‘Protoevangelium’: the first announcement of future redemption  

1. Rev 12:7-9 Satan is the ancient serpent  

2. Bruise your head; you bruise your heal  

3. Enmity between your seed and her seed   

a. ‘Seed’ most often refers to an immediate descendant (Gen 4:25: 
Seth) 

b. ‘Seed’ can refer to a distant offspring or even a group of 
descendants (as a collective) 

4. Rom 16:20: Paul identifies Satan with the Serpent; Agent of destruction is 
the Church  

5. Heb 2:14-15: less clearly implies that Jesus’ death crushed Satan 

C. Curse on the woman (16) 

1. Coming of the woman’s seed will come at a cost  

2. Woman endures pain in childrearing: her inclination to relationship will 
come at a greater cost (childrearing in the OT is reflected of a woman’s 
highest sense of self-fulfillment)  

3. 3:16: ‘Your desire will be for your husband . . .’: Heb teshuqah appears 
only in 4:7 and Song of Sol 7:10: in Gen 4:7 it is sin’s desire to dominate 
Cain 

4. He shall ‘rule’ over you: He will rule as a tyrant  

5. Cp the reversal of this in the NT: Col 3:18-19 

D. Curse on the Man (17)  

1. Man’s sin was eating; punishment is to be the difficulty in obtaining food  

a. Eating mentioned 5x in 17-19 
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2. Bread (19)  

Pattern established here and in the stories that follow: (Cain and Abel; sons of God 
daughters of men; Flood; Tower of Babel)  

1. A sin is narrated  

2. Judgment speech of God 

3. Grace is given 

4. Judgment is executed  

 
3:20-21 Grace bestowed  

A. Eve is the mother of all the living (20) 

B. God makes clothes for them (21)  

 
3:22-24 Expulsion from the Garden  

A. God says: ‘Man has become like one of us’ (22)  

1. God informs us that it brings them trouble; it not only didn’t bring them 
anything, they lost what they had in the Garden and in relationship with 
God 

B. Expelled from the garden (23)  

C. East of the garden Cherubim are placed (24)  

1. Entrance of the tabernacle was on the east  

2. Parallels the Levites who were posted as guards of the tabernacle 

3. Cherubim are always depicted as symbolizing God’s presence  

 
Genesis 4:1-26 

 

4:1-7 Cain and Abel 
A. Adam knew his wife and Cain is born (1)  

1. Cain: gotten one’  

2. Abel: ? (2) 

B. Abel kept the flocks; Cain tilled the soil (2)  

1. One would expect them to bring an offering in accord with their 
professions  

2. God accepts Abel’s offering without explicit explanation (4-5) 

3. 1 John 3:11-12 
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4. Adjectives used:? 

a. Cain’s no adjectives: therefore, just plain old vegetables? 

b. Abel’s ‘the firstlings’ and of their ‘fat portions’ (4:4): reflects 
gratitude (Exod 23:19; 34:26; Num 15:17-21; 18:12-13; Deut 26:1-
11) 

C. God addresses Cain (6)  

- Verse 7 is widely considered one of the most difficult verses in Genesis  

1. If you do well  

2. If you do not: sin is crouching at your door  

3. Its desire is for you (cp 3:16) 

4. You must master it (cp 3:16): assumes Cain is a morally free being  

- Note the parallels with chs 3-4  

a. Adam and Eve knew they were naked (3:7); Adam knew his wife 
(4:1) 

b. ‘Where are you’ (3:9); ‘Where is your brother’ (4:9) 

c. Adam and Cain are cursed from the earth (3:17; 4:11)  

d. Adam and Cain are banished from the presence of God (3:24; 
4:14); to the east (3:24; 4:16)  

 
4:8-16 Cain is Judged  

A. Cain told Abel (8) 

B. Cain finds Abel and kills him  

C. God addresses Cain (9)  

1. Where is Abel your brother? 

D. Cain’s response  

1. First he lies  

2. Then he suggests that God’s question is inappropriate  

E. God becomes the interrogator (10-12) 

1. What have you done! (accusation not a question) 

2. Blood cries out (cf Heb 11:4) 

a. Similar to the cry of the martyrs (Rev 6:9-11)  

F. Punishment: cursed from the ground (11) 

1. Surprisingly he is not killed (lex talionis?) 
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2. Curse means that he will no longer enjoy the spoils of the ground (12) 

3. He will be a wandered; therefore, unable to await the fruit of the soil (no 
time to harvest the crops) 

a. Curse against Adam is increased: no crops will it yield  

4. Removed from society and civilization  

5. Ishmael and Esau are the biblical representatives for one who wanders in 
the wilderness  

G. Cain protests (13) 

1. Punishment is too great  

2. In Cain’s view the punishment is fourfold (14): 

a. Driven from the ground  

b. Hidden from God’s face  

c. Life of a nomad  

d. Someone will kill him (ironic)  

H. God promises to protect Cain (15)    

1. Vengeance sevenfold 

2. Cain receives a mark  

I. Cain settles in Nod (16): East of Eden  

1. ‘Nod’ is related to the verb ‘nud’ (14) which means wanderer  

2. East of Eden: away from God’s presence  

 

4:17- 24 Genealogies of Cain  
All associated with cities: implicitly encourages us to consider that cities are dangerous 
places and to be avoided: ‘it is a settlement of a large group of sinful human beings’ 
(Longman, How To, 124)  

Cain’s family has 7 generations  

A. Cain has a son Enoch (17) 

1. Cain builds a city and names it after his son Enoch; or, Enoch listed as a 
city builder: named the city after his son?  

B. Enoch has a son Irad (18); father of Mehujael; Methushael; Lamech; Lamech was 
the father of Jabal, Jubal, Tubal Cain, Naamah (female; 22) 
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C. Lamech has 2 wives (19) 

1. Most every instance of polygamy in the OT is cast in a negative light; they 
suffer as a result of this relationship   

2. Lamech’s sons are associated with some cultural accomplishment  

a. Jabal: husbandry (20); term used here is more encompassing than 
that used for Abel; here it incorporates camels, donkeys, etc; 
whereas, for Abel is related to ‘flocks’ (i.e., sheep, goats, cattle) 

b. Jubal: music (21) 

c. Tubal-cain: metallurgy (22) bronze and iron  

3. Genesis seems to indicate that many of the world’s cultural discoveries 
are the product of Cain’s lineage  

D. Lamech’s song (23-24)  

1. Killed a young man for injuring him  

2. Lamech worse than Cain: kills 2 for simply striking him 

 
4:25-26 The Birth of Seth  

A. Seth: zera; ‘seed’; ‘offspring’ (25) 

B. Seth fathers Enosh (26); another Hebrew word for ‘man’; includes ‘weak, frail’ 

C. Then men began to call on the name of the Lord  

 
Genesis 5:1-32 

 

5:1-32 Ten Generations from Adam to Noah  
 
Genealogy of ch 5 traces the family from Adam to Noah  

- Interested in chronological succession  
 
Genealogy of ch 10 traces the 3 sons of Noah and their descendants  

- Interested in territorial expansion  
 
All leads up the line that produces Abraham 
 
Genealogy of 

4:17-22    5:1-32 
 Adam      Adam 
 Cain     Seth  
 Enoch     Enosh 
 Irad     Kenan 
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 Mehujael    Mahalalel 
 Methushael    Jared 
 Lamech    Enoch 
      Methusaleh 
Jabal—Jubal—Tubal-cain   Lamech 
      Noah 
     Shem—Ham—Japheth  
 
Genealogy of Gen does not have to mean that one followed immediately after the 
other, but that ‘X fathered the line culminating in Y’  
 
Pattern  

1) The age of the father at the birth of his firstborn, then the name of the son 
2) The son’s birth and subsequent children  
3) Number of years father lived after the birth of this son 
4) Mention of other sons and daughters  
5) Age at death  

 
Genealogy focuses only on the firstborn son and the transmission of the divine image 
and likeness from generation to generation 
 
Long lives are a sign of God’s grace—preserving them (Deut 4:25; 5:33; 11:9; 22:7; 
30:20) 
 
Lives descend from 1000-800 (Adam-Lamech); to 600-200 (Noah-Abraham); to 200-100 
(Abraham-Joseph/Moses); to 70 (Ps 90:10)  
 
Long lives? 
 Sumerian King lists also gives dates to the first kings as exceedingly long—up to 
10’s of 1,000’s of years  
 

A. These are the generations of Adam (1) 
B. Adam-Seth (3)  

1. Lived 930 years  
C. Seth-Enosh (6)  

D. Enosh-Kenan (9) 

E. Kenan-Mahalalel (12)  

F. Mahalalel-Jared (15) 

G. Jared-Enoch (18)  

H. Enoch-Methusaleh (21)  

1. Enoch is the 7th  
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2. ‘Walked with God’ (22, 24; cp Noah 6:9) 

3. God took him (cp Elijah 2 Kings 2:11) 

I. Methusaleh-Lamech (25)  

J. Lamech-Noah (28)  

K. Noah-Shem, Ham, Japheth (32)  

1. Departs from the concern of the firstborn son to include all 3  

 

Genesis 6:1-32 

 

6:1-4 Sons of God and daughters of men  
A. Mankind increases (1)  

B. Sons of God:  

1. Godly line of Seth and the ungodly line of Cain  

2.  ‘Sons of God’ ordinarily used of angels (Ps 29:1; 82:6; 89:6; Job 1:6;2:1; 
38:7) 

a. Children nephilim? : understood as giants (6:4)  

b. Supported by ST lit and Jude :6-7  

c. But, Luke 20:27-40?  (only says they do not marry)  

3. Sons of God are dynastic rulers; the daughters of men are the harems 
they took; the sin is that of polygamy  

C. Saw that the daughters were ‘beautiful’ (good); same word used for Eve’s 
perception of the fruit (3:6)  

D. God expresses His displeasure (3) 

1. Appears between the cohabitation scene (2) and the resultant offspring 
(4); thus, God is angered with the union and not with the offspring  

2.  ‘My spirit shall not strive with flesh forever’: perhaps, means that this 
time mankind will pay for their sins? 

3. Key is the association of the Spirit in 1:2: where the Spirit hovers there is 
order and chaos is reversed; if the Spirit is removed, chaos ensures 

4. Days shall be 120 yrs; until the flood? (cp Jonah 4:5) 

E. Nephilim were on the earth (4)  

1. Parenthetical?  
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2. Are they the offspring of the union; or, are they the ‘sons of God’  

3. Cf Num 13:33  

F. Mighty men  

1. Same as the nephilim? 

2. Or, distinct  

3. Of old; reputation, famous (cf 11:4) 

 

6:5-9:29 Flood 
6:5-8 Reason for the Flood  
Follows the pattern: 

- Sin narrated (6:5)  

- Judgment threatened (6:7) 

- Grace (6:8f)  

A. God saw: Everyone is guilty (5)  

1. In thoughts and actions  

B. God felt: sorry that He had made mankind (6-7) 

C. God decides to blot them out (7)  

D. But, Noah found favor with God (8) 

1. Found favor implies grace given (cause-effect) as a result of God’s 
election  

 

6:9-10 Generations of Noah  
A. Generations of Noah (9)  

1. Righteous man; blameless in his time; walked with God  

 

6:11-12 Earth Corrupt  
A. Earth was corrupt and filled with violence (11) 

B. God looked and it was corrupt; all flesh corrupted their own way (12) 
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6:13-22 Noah Commanded to Build an Ark  
4 Divine speeches 6:13-21; 7:1-4; 8:15-17; 9:1-17 

Noah never speaks  

A. Make an ark (14-16) 

1. ‘Ark’ occurs here and in Exod 2:3, 5: where Moses is saved in an 
‘ark/basket’ 

2.  Gopher wood: word appears only here in the OT  

3. Pitch: is form of caulking  

4. Dimensions: 300 cubits (approx 450ft); 50 cubits (75ft); 30 cubits (45ft) 
(15) 

5. 3 decks (16) (estimated deck area of 95,700 sq ft)  

B. God will bring a flood of water upon the earth to destroy all flesh (17)  

C. God will establish a covenant with Noah (18)  

D. Instructions of what to do after the ark is built (19-21)  

1. 2 of every living thing from all flesh bring into the ark  

a. God will bring them to Noah (20)  

2. 2 of every bird and creeping things  

3. Take sufficient amounts of food  

 

Genesis 7:1-24 

 

7:1-10 Command to Enter the Ark  
A. Noah and his household are to enter the ark (1)  

1. You I have seen, a righteous person; God has so chosen him   

2. Cp 1 Sam 16:1   

B. Take clean animals by the 7’s; not clean by the 2’s (2)  

C. In 7 days God will send rain (4); vv 10-12 explains that God did it  

1. Normal word for rain  

2. What makes it significant here is that it will last for 40 days and nights  

D. Noah did it (5); vv 7-9 explain how  

E. Noah was 600 (6) 
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F. 7 days (flood begins; 7:10) 

  40 days (rain on the earth; 7:12, 17) 

    150 days (waters prevail; 7:24; 8:3) 

  40 days (Noah opens the ark’s window (8:6) 

G. 7 days (Noah dispatches; 8:10, 12) 

 

7:11-16 Start of the Flood  
A. 600 yr, 2nd month, 17th day: flood commences (11) 

1. 2 sources of water recall the water in 1:6-7: the flood uncreates; returns 
creation to a state it was in beforehand when there was only waters 

2. Fountains of the deep  

3. Floodgates of the sky  

B. 40 days and nights (12, 16) 

1. Cf Ezekiel’s judgment of 150 days and 40 days (Ezek 4:4-6) 

C. All flesh with the breath of life (15) 

 

7:17-24 Flood  
This paragraph focuses on those outside the ark; who perish  

Parallel with Eden: inside is salvation; outside perish 

A. 40 days and the ark rose above the earth (17; cf 12) 

B. Ark floated (18) 

1. Ark doesn’t sink or capsize  

2. Protecting presence of God  

C. Effects of the flood on the earth (19-20): 

1. All the high mountains were covered  

2. Noumenological or phenomenological language? 

D. Effects of the flood on all flesh (21-23)  

1. Only Noah and those with him were left 

E. Waters prevailed 150 days  

1. May be best to include the 40 days in this total  

2. Flood began on 17th day of the 2nd month of Noah’s 600th year (7:11) 
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3. Ark rests of the mountain on 17th day of the 7th month of Noah’s 601st 
year (8:4) 

 

Genesis 8:1-22 

 

8:1-5 Waters Recede  
A. God remembered Noah (1; 19:29)  

1. God remembering someone means that He extends mercy to someone 
by saving them from death (8:1; 19:29) or barrenness (30:22)  

B. God caused a wind to pass over the earth  

1. Wind/spirit reminds one of Gen 1:2; where the Spirit hovered over the 
waters  

C. Waters receded (3; begin to recede; cf 5) 

D. Ark lands on the Mts of Ararat (4)  

1. Ancient Urartu: mountain region in present day Armenia  

 

8:6-14 Dry Land Appears  
A. Noah surveys the situation (6) 

1. Opens a window: apparently on the roof; and not the side door   

2. 40 days: from the time the mountain tops became visible (5) 

B. Sends out a raven (7) and a dove (8, 10, 12) 

C. Water was dried up (13); ground was dried up (14) 

1. The noun form for the verb in 14 is used in Gen 1 ‘dry land’; Gen 1 has 
been restored  

D. 1 year has transpired (13-14) 

1. 601 yr; 2 mo; 27th day (14)  

2. If a lunar calendar is employed then this is exactly one solar year 

3. Lunar year is 354 days; add 11 days from start of the flood (7:11)  

 

8:15-22 Noah Leaves the Ark  
A. Noah and his family are to leave the ark and take the animals with them (15-19)  

1. Commanded to ‘be fruitful and multiply’ (17)  
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B. Noah builds an altar (20) 

1. First act is an act of worship; for it was God who brought him through the 
flood   

2. Burnt offerings (Exod 29:38-42: offered 2x daily—morning and evening; 
Lev 12:6-8: require this after a crisis) 

a. Motive is joyful: it is a freewill offering (Lev 22:17-25; Num 15:1-
11) 

C. Lord smelled the aroma (21)  

D. God decrees (not to Noah; but to Himself) to never curse the ground again (21) 

1. He will not even though man’s heart is still evil  

2. Return to the regular and predictable (22)  

 
Genesis 9:1-29 

 

9:1-17  
8:20-22 is the announcement of the covenant 

9:1-17 is the formal account of the covenant  

4 speeches of God: 3 addressed to Noah and his sons (1-7; 8-11; 12-16); one to Noah 
(17) 

A. First speech (1-7): Noah and his family and their responsibilities 

1. Begins and ends with: ‘be fruitful and multiply’ (1, 7)  

a. Thus, we have another Adam: Noah—what God told Adam he 
now tells Noah 

2. Terror between man and animals (2-3) 

a. Distinction between ch 1 and ch 9  

b. Man was vegetarian; now omnivorous  

3. Exception: (as the tree of knowledge was exempt) cannot eat meat with 
lifeblood in it (4)—follows the pattern of a generous provision and 
singular exemption 

a. Cf Lev 3:17; 7:26-27; 17:10-14; Deut 12:15-16, 20-24; Acts 15:29) 

b. Blood is equated with life (Lev 17; cf v 6) 

4. Blood is required from any beast who takes life (5) 

a. Context is murder, or unnecessary killing?  
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b. God exacts the punishment (general provision): in v 5 

c. Whoever sheds blood of man, by man shall have his blood shed; 
man exacts the punishment in v 6 (Lex Talionis) 

d. For, ‘in the image of God’ he was made!  

5. They are to be ‘fruitful and multiply’ not take life (7) 

B. Second speech (8-11): God’s action  

1. God will establish a covenant (8-9): note the proliferation of ‘covenant’ in 
v 8-17 

a. Reiteration of 6:18  

b. Validity of the covenant is not dependent on the recipient; for 
animals do not accept a covenant (10)  

2. God will not send a universal flood (11)  

a. Doesn’t prohibit a different form of judgment (fire; 1 Pet 3)  

C. Third speech (12-16) Sign of the covenant 

1. Rainbow (13; 17:11 circumcision; Exod 31:16-17 Sabbath—cf Gen 2:1-3) 

a. 3 critical junctures of history punctuated with a sign; creation; re-
establishment of humanity after the flood; creation of God’s 
people)   

2. God will remember (15) 

D. Fourth speech to Noah (17): repeats the promise of the covenant  

 
9:18-29 Noah’s drunkenness and nakedness  
Accounts of Noah and his sons bracket the Flood account (6:9-10; 9:18-19) 

A. Noah’s 3 sons: from whom the whole Earth is populated (18-19)  

1. Ham is the father of Canaan (18)  

B. Noah plants a vineyard (20) 

C. Noah becomes drunk and naked (21)  

1. The text does not explain why Noah was naked  

D. Ham saw his father’s nakedness and told his brother’s (22) 

E. Shem and Japheth cover their father (23) 

F. Noah knew what Ham did (24) 
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G. Cursed be Canaan (25) (oddly these are Noah’s first words) 

1. Why is the grandson cursed?  

a. Sins of the fathers to the 3-4th generations? 

H. God of Shem is blessed (26) 

I. Japheth be enlarged (27) 

J. Canaan is to be his servant  

K. Noah lived 950 years (29)  

 
Genesis 10:1-32 

 
Genealogy of ch 10 may be seen as a fulfillment of the divine command to be ‘fruitful 
and multiply’  
 
10:1-5 Japhethites  

A. These are the generations of the sons of Noah (1)  

B. 7 sons of Japheth (2)  

C. 7 grandsons of Japheth (3-4)  

D. Each of these families has its own territory, language, and social structure (5, 20, 
31) 

1. Japheth is thought to be the father of the Indo-European peoples  

 
10:6-20 Hamites  

A. Cush, Mizraim, Put, and Canaan (6)  

B. Nimrod (8-12) 

1. Well known as a might hunter (9)  

C. Sons of Mizraim (13-14) 

D. Sons of Canaan (15-19) 

1. Jebusites (16): pre-Israelite inhabitants of Palestine (Gen 15:21; Exod 3:8, 
17; 13:5); inhabited Jerusalem until it was captured by David (2 Sam 5:6-
8) 
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10:21-32 Shemites  
Last because they are the lineage from which Abraham will descend  

A. Sons of Shem (21) 

1. Eber: (21, 24-25) 

a. Eber is the father of the Hebrews  

B. Sons of Eber (24-25) 

1. Peleg: ‘division’ in his days the earth was divided: Tower of Babel?  

 
Genesis 11 

 
11:1-9 Tower of Babel 

A. Whole earth one language (1)  

1. One language brackets the account (1, 9) 

B. Settled in the land of Shinar (2) 

1. Shinar is the land of Mesopotamia 

2. Result of this settlement is the dispersion of v 8; which is the very thing 
they were trying to avoid (4)  

3. This plan is in direct violation of the commission to ‘fill the earth’  

C. Build for themselves a city and a tower, which will reach into the heavens (3-4)  

1. Great Mesopotamian ziggurat: a stepped pyramid that represented a 
ladder or bridge to heaven 

D. God comes down to see (5) 

1. Irony: they are trying to reach the gods!; Their tower was not high 
enough  

E. God expresses concern (6)  

F. Confuse their language  

1. Results in their being scattered (8); which was God’s intent  

G. Name was ‘Babel’ (9) 

 

11:10-26 Generations of Shem  
Follows the pattern of ch 5  

1) The age of the father at the birth of his firstborn, then the name of the son 

2) The son’s birth and subsequent children 
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3) Number of years father lived after the birth of this son 

Ch 11 Omits: Mention of other sons and daughters  

4) Age at death  

A. Shem-Arpachshad (10-11) 

B. Arpachshad-Shelah (12-13) 

C. Shelah-Eber (14-15) 

D. Eber-Peleg (16-17) 

E. Peleg-Reu (18-19) 

F. Reu-Serug (20-21) 

G. Serug-Nahor (22-23) 

H. Nahor-Terah (24-25) 

I. Terah-Abram, Nahor, Haran (26) 

 
11:27-32 Generations of Terah  

A. Haran-Lot (27) 

B. Ur of Chaldea (28) 

1. Center of moon worship  

C. Abram marries Sarai (29) 

1. Sarai was barren (30)  

2. She is also the one woman here who doesn’t have a genealogy  

D. Nahor marries Milcah (his niece)  

E. Terah moves from Ur with Abram and Sarai, and Lot (but not Nahor and Milcah; 
Haran died v 28)  

 

Genesis 12 

 

A. Gen 12:1-3 is the theme of the Pentateuch 

1. I will make you a great nation 

2. I will bless you 

3. I will make your name great 

4. You will be a blessing 

5. I will bless those who bless you 
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6. Whoever curses you I will curse 

7. All people on the earth will be blessed through you 

 

Abraham’s call to leave his family 

1. This expands on the Lord’s promise to make Abraham a nation of blessing 

a. Within this call the first four blessings will materialize 

2. Last 3 promises expand the horizon to the whole earth through Abraham 

 

I. Gen 12:1-3 

A. All nations will be blessed through you 

1. So important it occurs 5x: 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4-5; 28:14 

2. Blessing the nations is the key component of God’s promise to Israel  

B. Fulfilled in Rev 7:9-10 

II. Gen 12:1-3: Abrahamic covenant: God’s mission to bless all nations  

A. 2 imperatives:  

1. Go forth (1) 

2. Be a blessing (2) 

B. Each is followed by 3 subordinate clauses that provide the implications for 

fulfilling the commands  

1. I will make you a great nation; bless you; and make your name great (1) 

2. I will bless those who bless you; curse those who curse you; and you will 

be a blessing to all nations (3) 

C. Abraham must leave in order to be a blessing  

1. Note verse 4: Abraham does just that  

III. Go . . . and be a blessing (12:1-3): what does it mean to be a ‘blessing’  

A. Blessing is creational and relational  

B. Blessing is missional and historical 

C. Blessing is covenantal and ethical  

D. Blessing is multinational and Christological  

 


