
Gospel of John 
 
I. Time and Place 

A. 85-95 AD  

B. From Ephesus to the Church universal  

II. Purpose 

A. ‘That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God . . . and may have 
life in His name’ (20:31) 

1. ‘That you may believe’: may come to faith or may continue in it?  

2. Thesis statement: God the Son has ‘made the Father known’ (1:18) 

3. Climax: ‘Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father’ (14:9) 

B. John and the Synoptics (Matt-Luke)  

1. John assumes that his readers have a certain knowledge of the events 
(e.g., 11:2)  

2. John places stress on ministry in Jerusalem  

3. Jesus begins His ministry before the arrest of JTB: Synoptics, Mark and 
Matt, He begins after (Matt 4:12; Mark 1:14) 

4. Differences:  

a. John has little biographical info (led to the ‘spiritual gospel’ 
notion) 

b. John is largely concerned with ministry in Jerusalem  

c. John has a ministry of a longer duration  

d. John has no: parables; transfiguration; casting out of demons; 
institution of the Lord’s supper; temptations; Sadducees 

e. John has Jesus engaged in more Rabbinic style disputes; John has 
more lengthy discourses (though some synoptic discourses are 
absent: Olivet Disc.) 

f. Kingdom of God/Heaven is scarcely mentioned (3:3, 5; 18:36); For 
John, the Kingdom is replaced by Christ  

5. All of John 3-5 has no parallel in Synoptics; also, the resurrection of 
Lazarus; the journeys to Jerusalem; and the dialogues and discourses in 
Temple; John 1-5 have only 2 things in common: ministry of JTB and 
cleansing of the Temple 
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6. John has a distinct vocabulary (truth, witness, world, abide, love, believe, 
light, darkness, life, Father and Son): words that are seldom used in the 
Synoptics 

7. Only in John is Jesus explicitly identified as God; Jesus’ “I Am” statements 

8. Eschatology: Synoptics: stress on the future: John: already present; 
realized eschatology; 3:36; though not exclusively present 

a. Thus, eschatological concepts such as judgment; joy; peace; 
victory; resurrection and life are for the here and now as well (cf. 
3:19; 5:22; 12:31; 16:8; 14:20; 16:23; 15:11; 16:20, 22, 24, 33; 
14:27; 11:25f) 

9. Signs:  

a. Synoptics: relate numerous miracles, one after another: miracles 
are primarily symbolic—the miraculous catching of fish symbolizes 
the great number of ‘fish’ that will be caught by the disciples—; 
some miracles are told as fulfillment of OT; some are deeds of 
power in which God’s kingdom breaks through; shows the 
destruction of the power of Satan—esp in exorcism and raising 
the dead 

b. John: relates few miracles; upon which he builds grand discourses 
that expound upon Jesus’ self-disclosure as the Son of God; 
miracles are related to the revelation of Jesus for the purpose of 
salvation; they are a part of the works of God and Jesus; they 
reveal His identity; thus, the raising of Lazarus is symbolic of the 
spiritual eternal life for everyone who believes (11:25) 

10. Messianic secret: in the Synoptics Jesus is first confessed as Messiah by 
Peter late in the ministry; in John, He is acknowledged with various 
Messianic titles (6x) in chapter 1 

C. John explains several feartures of the Synoptics 

1. Jesus’ extensive Judean ministry—contra the Synoptics brief ministry: 
How could the authorities have been so angry with Him as to plot His 
execution if He only taught a few times; why kill the Galilean preacher?  

2. Jesus’ teaching against the Temple only found in John: Charge against 
him (Mark 14:58)  

3. Why Jesus was carried off to Pilate; only John explains that they were 
powerless to execute (18:31)  

4. How Peter was able to get into the HP courtyard (John 18:15-16) 

5. Why Jesus sends the people away so quickly after the feeding of the 
5,000: John—because they were on the verge of proclaiming Him king 



Dalrymple  Gospel of John 

 3 

III. Irony and misunderstandings  
A. Misunderstanding: Jesus makes a statement that is ambiguous or metaphorical 

and his partner in conversation responds by taking Jesus’ remark literally—thus 
showing that the spiritual meaning has eluded him; the narrator (John) then 
explains the true meaning; leading to a deeper revelation: Most can be traced to 
the root of the reaction of Judaism to Jesus as the Son of God  

1. Particularly they do not understand His death, Resurrection, and 
glorification (these account for 8 of the occurrences listed below) 

B. Misunderstanding:  
1. 2:19-21 Temple  
2. 3:3-5 Born again  
3. 4:10-15 Living water  
4. 4:31-34 Food  
5. 6:32-35 Bread from Heaven  
6. 6:51-53 My Body  
7. 7:33-36 Where I am going you cannot come  
8. 8:21-22 I am going 
9. 8:31-35 The Truth sets you free  
10. 8:56-58 Seeing the day of My coming 
11. 11:11-15 Sleep  
12. 11:23-25 Your brother will rise  
13. 12:32-34 Lifted up from the Earth 
14. 13:36-38 You cannot follow me now 
15. 14:4-6 Where I am going  
16. 14:7-9 You have seen the Father  
17. 16:16-19 A little while  

C. Ironies: the opponents of Jesus are given to making statements about Him that 
are derogatory, sarcastic, etc., yet, are true or more meaningful than they 
suppose; John presents such statement but leaves them unanswered—
supposing his audience will see the deeper truth  

1. That the Jews missed the very Messiah they were looking for (1:11, 45; 
5:39-40; whole Gospel) 

2. The Jews claim to know where Jesus is from (7:27); yet, they refuse to 
accept the truth that He is from God (7:28) 

3. Pilate’s: ‘here is the man’ (19:5; ecce homo) 
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1:1-5  

A. In the beginning (1) 

1. Cf Gen 1:1; i.e., prior to Creation itself 

B. Was the Word (Logos) 

1. God’s Word in the OT is his powerful divine self-expression in creation, 
revelation, and salvation; Cp with Genesis 1: God speaks and it comes to 
pass; Cp Heb 1:1-2:  

C. Word was with God (Note: distinction in person) 

D. Word was God (Note: equality in Nature) 

1. Must be ‘God and not ‘a god’ because John was a strict monotheistic Jew: 
as such, he would not have believed in even the existence of other ‘gods’ 

2. Key thought of the Gospel: The words and deeds of Jesus are the words 
and deeds of the Father (1:18; 14:9)  

E. Through Him all things came into existence (3; cf Col 1:16; Heb 1:2; Rev 3:14; 
Prov 3:19; 8:30) 

F. In Him was life (4; cf 5:26; 11:25; 14:6) 

G. Light came into the world and the world did not comprehend it/overcome (the 
world did not recognize or receive Him: 4-5; 10-11) 

1. Theme: world did not receive Him  

2. Especially true of the Jews (11) 

3. Reason for rejection was their evil conduct (3:19, 20) 

4. However, anyone—Jew or Gentile—who receives Him will become His 
child (12) 

 

1:6-13  

A. Witness of John the Baptist (6-8) 

1. Sent from God; as with Moses (cf Exod 3:10-15) and the OT prophets (cf 
Isa 6:8; Jer 1:4f) 

B. True light comes into the world (9) 

C. He was in the world and made the world, and the world did not know Him (10) 

D. He came to His own; they did not receive Him (11; cf Isa 65:2-3; Jer 7:25-26) 

E. But, to those who receive Him—believe in His Name (12) 

1. Name: speaks of the character of a person; or the person Himself 
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2. Receive and Believe: give allegiance to Him, to trust completely in Him, 
acknowledge His claims, and confesses Him  

F. He gave the right to become children of God  

G. Who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor the will of man, but 
from God (13) 

 

1:14-18 (Cf Exod 33:7-34:35) 

A. Word became flesh (14) 

B. Tabernacled 

1. Heb: sometimes used of God’s dwelling with Israel (Exod 25:8; 29:46; 
Zech 2:13) 

2. God’s presence settled on the tabernacle (Exod 24:16; 40:34-35) 

3. God again has taken up residence among men, but in a far more intimate 
way (Heb 1:1-2; 1 John 1:1-4) 

C. We beheld His glory  

1. ‘We’ does not mean that everyone did (cf 2:11) 

2. Glory is supremely tied up with Jesus’ death and exaltation (7:39; 12:16, 
23; 13:31-32) 

3. In OT, ‘glory’ used to denote the visible manifestation of God (Exod 
33:22; Deut 5:22) 

4. OT: God first dwelt in the Tabernacle then in the Temple; now in the new 
Temple: Jesus Himself (2:21; Cp Ps 29:9) 

D. John bore witness (15)  

1. Though Jesus comes after him; Jesus was before him: thus, Jesus has 
‘surpassed’ him 

E. We have all received ‘grace upon grace’ (16) 

F. Thesis Statement:  ‘No one has ever seen God [Father], God the One and Only 
[Son], the One who is in the bosom of the Father [Son], has made Him [Father] 
known (18) 

1. Goal of the Gospel of John now becomes to show how Jesus 
accomplished this 

2. Fulfillment of this is given in 14:9 
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1:19-34 John the Baptist’s Testimony 

A. John the Baptist’s Testimony (19; cf 1:7: now the details of that testimony) 

1. Given to an official delegation sent from Jerusalem 

2. Priests and Levites: those most concerned with matters of ritual purity  

B. Ask: who are you? 

1. Many expectations of a Messiah (Christ) and the prophet (20-21) 

C. I am not the Christ (20) 

D. I am not Elijah (21) 

1. Mal 4:5: Elijah comes before the day of the Lord  

2. John dressed like Elijah (Mark 1:6; 2 Kings 1:8) 

E. I am not the Prophet (21) 

1. I.e., the one whom Moses spoke of (Deut 18:15-19; cf 1:45) 

F. They pressed him for an answer (22) 

1. John’s answer is from the words of Isa 40:3 (23: cf Matt 3:3; Mark 1:3; 
Luke 3:4) 

G. I baptize in water (26) (with an emphatic ‘I’) 

H. One whom you do not know (with an emphatic ‘you’) 

1. They do not know continues a theme in chapter 1 (cf 10) 

2. I am unworthy to untie the sandals of the One coming after me (27)  

I. Bethany beyond the Jordan (28; 10:39-40) 

J. The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (1:29) 

K. I did not know/recognize Him (31) 

L. Now John can proclaim ‘I have seen the Spirit descending upon Him’ (32) 

M. Thus, John’s testimony concludes: ‘I have seen and I have borne witness’ (34) 

N. ‘The Son of God’  

1. Israel is God’s firstborn son (Exod 4:22f) 

2. Cf Ps 2:7; 89:26 

3. Yet, Jesus is the Son of God 
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1:35-42  First Disciples 

A. Next Day: John again identifies Jesus as the Lamb of God (36) 

1. Day 1: bore witness to the Jews  

2. Day 2: bore witness of Jesus directly  

3. Day 3: he pointed his disciples to Jesus  

B. Two disciples heard and followed Jesus (35, 37) 

1. Andrew (cf 40) 

2. Other is not identified 

C. Jesus questions them (38): ‘What do you seek?’ 

1. Rabbi (38): lit. ‘my great one’: ‘teacher’: honorific title  

D. Andrew finds Peter (40-41) 

1. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother: mentioned as though both were known 
to the readers  

2. Every mention of Andrew in this Gospel he is bringing or referring 
someone to Jesus (6:8; 12:22) 

E. Simon: you shall be called ‘Cephas’ (42) 

1. Name change: Previously: Simon son of John 

2. Cephas (Aramaic: lit. ‘Rock’): Greek: ‘Peter’ 

 

1:43-51 Phillip and Nathanael  

A. Next day (4th day) he purposed to go into Galilee and found Philip (43) 

1. Philip was from Bethsaida (44); as was Andrew and Peter (though they 
are later said to reside in Capernaum: Mark 1:21, 29; just as Jesus of 
Nazareth later reside in Capernaum; Matt 4:13) 

2. ‘Follow me’  

B. Philip found Nathanael (45) of Cana (cf 21:2): 

1. Nathanael: (cf Matt 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:14; where he is always linked 
with Philip); Nathanael was from Cana (21:2) 

2. Can any good thing come out of Nazareth? (46):The residence of Jesus in 
Nazareth is akin to the birth of Jesus in a stable; both offences: cf 7:41-
42, 52: No prophet comes from Galilee 

C. Come and See!  

D. Jesus saw Nathanael and said: ‘truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit’ (47) 
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E. How do you know me? (48); Jesus saw him while he was under the fig tree  

F. You are the Son of God; the King of Israel (49) 

1. Son of God: Israel is God’s son: (Exod 4:22-23; Deut 1:31; 32:6; Jer 31:9, 
20; Hos 11:1): Son of God as Messiah associated with: 1 Sam 26:17, 21, 
25; 2 Sam 7:14; Ps 2:7 

2. King of Israel (cf 12:13) 

G. Truly, Truly: you shall see (51) 

1. Son of Man 

a. An ambiguous designation; allowing Jesus to hide His identity  

b. Also, the ‘Son of Man’ from Dan 7:13-14 

c. Because ‘King of Israel’ was loaded with Messianic and political 
expectations it could not be adopted safely 

 

2:1-11 Miracle at Cana 

A. Third day (1): In all, 1st day 1:19; 2nd 1:29; 3rd 1:35; 4th 1:41 (?); 5th 1:43; 7th 2:1 

B. Wedding in Cana:   

1. Jesus, mother, brothers, disciples all invited guests (2, 12) 

2. Mary is never named in this Gospel (cp 2:12; 6:42; 19:25-27) 

C. Wine runs out (3) 

D. Woman (4; cf 19:26)  

1. Not the normal term of address for a son to his mother—establishes a 
polite distancing; though a respectful form of address and may have been 
affectionate: ‘Madam’: ‘My lady’ (Ma’am: might be best as long as it is 
not conceived of an address to a mother; as it is in the South)  

a. Note: in the Gospels Jesus is at pains to establish distance 
between Himself and His family: (Cf Matt 12:46-50)  

b. Jesus, however, is not calloused to His family (cf 19:25-27) 

E. My hour has not yet come 

1. Cf 12:20-23 hour has come (13:1; 17:1):  

F. Whatever He says to you do it (5) 

1. Not uncommon for Jesus to refuse a request only to do it after the faith 
of the individual is confirmed (cf 4:47-50; 11:1-44)  
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G. 6 stone water jars used for ceremonial washings (6) 

1. Jesus may be using them to symbolize that the old purification system 
(Law and custom) is being abolished by the wine of the new Covenant (cf 
1:16) 

H. Jesus transforms it into the best wine (10) 

1. Typically it appears that the good wine was served first; after most were 
drunk, lesser wines were served 

2. John customarily emphasizes the extraordinary nature of Jesus’ miracles: 
thus, it was the best wine! 

a. He will raise a Temple in 3 days that took 46 years to build (2:19-
22) 

b. Cures the officials son from a distance (4:50-53) 

c. Heals a lame man that was crippled for 38 years (5:5) 

d. Feeds a crowd with 2 fish and 5 loaves of bread, when it would 
have taken 8 months wages to supply (6:7, 9) 

e. Gives sight to a blind man who was blind from birth (9:2) 

f. Raises a dead man, who was dead 4 days (11:17) 

I. Beginning of His signs (11)  

1. Manifested His glory (cf 1:14; 17:1-5) 

J. Believed in Him  

1. Disciples: perhaps only they and a few others were even aware of the 
miracle 

2. Purpose of the book (21:30-31) 

3. Not all who believe in Him, however, truly believe (cf 2:23-25) 

 

2:12-22 Jesus Clears the Temple 

A. Jesus travels to Jerusalem for Passover (13; AD 27 or 28) 

1. 1 of 3 feasts that Jewish men were required to attend: (Passover; 
Pentecost; Tabernacles; Deut 16:16) 

B. Jesus clears the Temple 
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C. He found in the Temple 2 groups: sellers; moneychangers: (14) 

1. Those selling the animals (14) 

a. Animals used in sacrificial worship 

(1) Cattle and sheep used for various sacrifices  

(2) Doves used for purification of women, especially if they 
were poor, and cleansing of certain kinds of skin diseases 

b. Convenience for worshippers who traveled from afar 

D. Jesus drives them out (15-16) 

E. His disciples remembered that it was written (17; Ps 69:9) 

F. Jews demanded a miraculous sign to verify His authority to do this (18; cf 6:30) 

G. Jesus’ answer: ‘Destroy this temple and I will raise it again in three days’ (19) 

1. Jesus’ answer was understood by no one at that time (cf 2:22; Disciples 
did not understand until after the Resurrection!) 

2. This claim, as it was perceived and distorted, became the basis for the 
charges against Jesus at His trial (cf Mark 14:58; 15:29) 

H. 46 years to build this Temple  

1. Construction began in 20/19 BC and continued until AD 63 

2. 46 years brings us to AD 26/27 

I. John explains/clarifies that the Temple Jesus had spoken of was His body (21) 

 

2:23-25  Many ‘Believe’ in Him 

A. Many believe because of the miracles (23) 

1. Believing in miracles alone is questionable (cf Mark 8:11-13; cf John 
10:32, 38) 

B. Jesus would not entrust Himself to them (24) 

C. Knew what was in a man! (25) OT: only God knows what is in a person’s heart (1 
Kings 8:39) 

 

3:1-21 Jesus Meets Nicodemus 

A. Pharisee named Nicodemus (1; cf 7:50-51; 19:39-42) 

1. Ruler of the Jews: Member of the Sanhedrin 

2. Came at night (2) 

B. Nicodemus does not dismiss Jesus’ miracles as others had done (2) 
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C. Truly, Truly: unless one is born ‘from above’/‘again’) (3) 

1. From above: cf 3:31; 19:11, 23 

2. Nicodemus understood it as ‘again’ (4)  

D. If not, one cannot see the kingdom of God (3) 

1. For a Jew: ‘to see the KOG’ was to participate in the kingdom at the end 
of the age 

2. Furthermore, all Jews were to enter into it; except those guilty of 
deliberate apostasy, etc. 

3. Now Jesus informs Nicodemus:  

a. Even the respectable Nicodemus cannot enter it without being 
born ‘from above/again’ 

E. Nicodemus, ‘Israel’s teacher’ (see 3:10) doesn’t understand (4) 

F. Jesus explains by restating (5-8) 

1. ‘Born of water and the Spirit’ replaces ‘born from above/again’  

a. Water and Spirit?  

(1) Cf Ezek 36:25-27?  

2. ‘You’ (pl) must be born again (7) 

3. Just as the wind is beyond human control, so is the Spirit (8) 

G. How can these things be? (9): The teacher of Israel does not comprehend (10)  

H. Jesus’ reply now ‘we’ (11) 

I. No one has ascended into heaven (13) 

J. As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness; so the Son of Man must be 
lifted up (14; Num 21:8-9) 

1. ‘Lifted up’: 3:14-15; 8:28; 12:32-34: are relate to his impending death: 
key, however, is the double meaning of the word: relates both to the 
cross and His exaltation (Cp Isa 52:13) 

K. Everyone who believes may have eternal life (15) 

1. Here is the answer to Nicodemus’ question 

a. In His being lifted up; all those who believe have eternal life—
enter the KOG—are born from above—born of the Spirit 

L. For, God so loved the world (16) 

1. The coming of the Son was the result of the love of the Father 
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2. God’s love is not restricted to Israel  

3. 15:19 Believers were chosen out of the world  

M. God sent His ‘one and only son’ (Gen 22) 

N. The one who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life  

1. Believer has: new birth (3:3-5); eternal life (3:15-16); is saved (3:17) 

2. Alternative is: to perish (3:16; 10:28); lose one’s life (12:25); doomed to 
destruction (17:12) 

O. For, God did not send Him into the world to condemn (17) 

P. The one who believes in Him is not condemned (18) 

1. The one who does not believe in Him is already condemned  

Q. Conclusion (19-21): This is the judgment (note: judgment and condemnation are 
the same word in Greek)—negative in 19-20; positive in 21 

1. Light has come into the world (stress on Light)  

2. Men loved ‘more the darkness than the Light’ (stress on loved) 

a. Note: the contrast between 16 and 18: God loved the world; yet, 
men still loved the darkness  

b. Light: is revelation 

c. Thus, they refused the self-revelation of God in Christ (1:9-11) 

3. For, (the reason why): moral: their deeds were evil  

4. They hate the light:  

5. Lest their deeds should be exposed  

6. The one who does the truth (expression means: ‘to act faithfully’) 

7. This one comes to the Light; in order that his works may be manifested as 
having been done by God  

  

3:22-30 John Provides Further Testimony 

A. Went into the countryside of Judea  

B. Jesus was baptizing  

1. Cp 4:2 His disciples were baptizing  

2. JTB not yet arrested (24) 
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C. JTB has joy—completely—knowing that he has finished his task in preparing the 
way (29) 

1. Friend of the bridegroom: similar to the best man; responsible for many 
of the duties of the wedding (Judean) and to assure that all is well 

2. The Church/Israel is the bride (cf Rev 19:7-10; 21:2, 9; 22:17; Isa 62:4-5; 
Jer 2:2; Hos 2:16-20) 

 

3:31-36 

A. John explains why Jesus must become greater (31) 

1. Jesus is from above (cf 3:3); thus, He is necessarily above all things  

2. Jesus relates what He has seen and heard: He speaks the words of God 
(32, 34) 

3. Yet, no man receives His witness (cf 3:11) 

4. ‘Set His seal’: He who does, certifies that God is true (33) 

a. Seals were used to seal (Matt 27:66); secure (Rev 22:10); and 
authenticate (John 6:27); here it is the latter meaning 

5. For, the Father gives the Spirit to Him (34)  

B. The one who believes in the Son (36) 

1. Has eternal life: present tense: Eternal life: life in the age to come 

C. The one who does not obey the Son  

1. Shall not see life; but, the wrath of God remains on him  

 

4:1-42 Samaritan Woman at the Well 

A. Jesus leaves Judea to avoid a conflict with the Pharisees and begins to return to 
Galilee (1-3) 

B. Travels through Samaria: ‘had to’ (4) 

1. Samaritans and Jews had become fairly bitter opponents 

a. Thus, strict Jews took the longer route around Samaria 

2. c. 400 BC the Samaritans erected a rival Temple on Mount Gerizim (cf 
4:20) 

a. Samaritans only accept the 5 books of Moses (Gen-Deut): Jews, 
accepting the rest of the OT, concluded that Jerusalem, as chosen 
by David, was the place for God’s Temple 

C. Meets woman at a well in Sychar (5-7) 



Dalrymple  Gospel of John 

 14 

D. Noon (6th hour)  

1. Perhaps, she was shunned by other women and, thus, gathered her 
water at a time in which she could avoid her neighbors 

E. Jesus, oddly, requests some water (7) 

F. Woman’s response somewhat sarcastic: unless you want something you don’t 
talk to us! (9) 

G. Jesus responds (as with Nicodemus, He goes directly to the point): If you knew, 
you would have asked me: I would have given living water (10, 13) and you 
would never thirst again 

1. Living water (cf 3:5; 4:10-15; 7:38; 19:34): water is a source of life (Num 
20:8-11) 

a. God is the ‘spring of living water’ Jer 2:13; Isa 12:3 

b. Joel 3:18; Zech 14:8; Ezek 47:9; Isa 1:16-18; Ezek 36:25-27; Rev 
22:1-5 

2. Later identified that the living water is the Holy Spirit (7:37-39) 

H. Samaritan woman thinks Jesus refers to running water from springs (11, 12) 

I. Contrast natural water and living water (13-14; Natural water: one later thirsts; 
Living water: never thirst; Cf Isa 12:3; Isa 49:10; Rev 7:16; Isa 55:1-3) 

J. She requests this water (15) 

K. Jesus asks her to call her husband (16)  

L. Jesus then reveals knowledge of her life (17-18) 

M. She admits that He is a prophet (19) 

N. Jesus responds:  

1. Both Jerusalem and Gerizim will be obsolete as places of worship (21)  

2. Nature of true worship (23-24) 

a. Worship in Spirit and Truth (23-24) 

b. Worship without ties to a holy place/land 

c. Cf Rev 21:22: No Temple  

3. God is Spirit  

O. Woman: I know the Messiah is coming (25) 

1. Samaritans called the coming Messiah ‘Taheb’ 

a. This figure was a ‘teaching messiah’ more than a ‘royal messiah’  

b. Hence, ‘he will declare all things to us’ 
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2. Supreme irony: she reveals her belief in the coming messiah in front of 
Him 

P. Jesus reveals His identity (26): I am he:  

1. Jesus clearly identifies Himself to a Samaritan; but not yet to His own 
people (John 1:11) 

2. ‘Messiah’ carried too much political baggage in Israel (cf 6:15; 10:24) 

Q. Woman left her waterpot and bore witness of Jesus (28-30)  

R. Rabbi ‘eat’ (31-33) 

1. Just as the woman misunderstood Jesus in regards to drink, so the 
disciples with food  

S. Jesus’ food (34): To do the will of God (cf Deut 8:3); Which was Jesus’ purpose (cf 
6:38); Focus of which was His death and resurrection (3:16-17) 

T. Discourse on Harvest with the disciples (35-38) 

1. 4 months: (this may indicate that it was Dec-Jan; i.e., 4 months before the 
Spring harvest) 

2. White for harvest (35) 

U. Many Samaritans believed (39) 

1. Believed on account of the testimony of the woman’s words; not because 
of His miracles—though her testimony included the miraculous 

2. Many more believe because of His words (41)  

4:43-54 Jesus Heals the Officials Son 

A. Jesus returns to Galilee and the city of Cana (43, 46) 

B. Prophet has no honor in his own country (44) 

C. The Galileans welcome Him (45) 

1. But, not because of who He was or what He taught; but, because they 
saw the signs that He performed (45: note plural ‘you’ 48) 

D. Royal official’s son near death in Capernaum (46)  

E. Asks Jesus to heal his son (47) 

1. Not until after the miracle does the man believe (53); faith resulting from 
miracles can be genuine; this man’s faith was evident prior to the miracle 
(50) 

F. Jesus responds by addressing them all: ‘you’ (pl) (48)  
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G. Man’s response displays only a concern for the child (49) 

1. The moment Jesus assures him of his son’s health was the moment the 
son was healed (50-53; cf Matt 8:5-13; Luke 7:2-10) 

2. He and his household believed (53; cf Acts 11:14; 16:15, 31; 18:8)  

 

5:1-15 Jesus heals a paralytic on the Sabbath 

A. Jesus travels to Jerusalem for a feast (1) 

B. Pool (2); By the sheep gate (cf Neh 3:1, 32; 12:39) 

C. Under the colonnades the disable used to lie (3) 

D. Jesus sees a man who was an invalid for 38 years (5)  

1. Jesus inquires: ‘Do you want to get well’ (6) 

E. Man’s response: lack of opportunity (7) 

1. John doesn’t paint a very good picture of this man: Note this man: 
blames Jesus for his breaking the Sabbath (11); hasn’t even found out 
Jesus’ name (13); when he does he reports Jesus to the authorities (15) 

F. Jesus heals the man and instructs him to take up his mat and walk (8) 

1. Problem: it was the Sabbath (10) 

2. Pharisaical provisions prohibit carrying anything on the Sabbath (11) 

3. Note: no forgiveness of sins offered here as in Mark 2:9-11 

a. In fact, the command in 14 directly implies that the man was not 
saved and that he did not possess saving faith  

G. Jesus finds him at the Temple (i.e., the Temple precincts) 

1. Warning; ‘stop sinning, lest something worse happen’  

2. If this man becomes content with his physical healing, he may fail to see 
the danger of his sins 

3. Something worse: judgment of God (29) 

 

5:16-47 Jesus Verifies His Authority to Perform Such Acts  

A. For this reason, Jews were persecuting Jesus (16) 

1. Sought to kill Him (18) 

B. Jesus answers them (17) I’m only doing what my Father does! (17, 19) 

1. I.e., the Father works by sustaining creation (Heb 1:3) 
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2. ‘My Father’ denotes exclusivity/uniqueness and equality in relationship 

a. Jews would only call God ‘our Father’ (cf Matt 6:9) 

b. Thus, tried to kill Him because He claimed equality with God! (18: 
Cf Isa 40:18, 25) 

C. Truly, Truly: the Son can do nothing of Himself: unless it is something the Father 
is doing (19; cp. 30) 

1. Followed by 4 ‘for’ statements (19-22) 

a. For, all the Father does the Son does  

b. For, the Father loves the Son (20)  

(1) Result of this love is that the Son does all the Father does  

c. For, Father and Son raise the dead and give life (21)  

(1) Prerogative that belongs only to God in the OT (cf 2 Kings 
5:7) 

d. For, the Father gave all judgment to the Son (22: Cf Rev 20:11-15) 

D. Purpose: so that all may honor the Son even as they honor the Father (23: Cf 1 
John 2:22-23) 

1. Whatever the Father does the Son does (19) 

2. Father and the Son raise the dead  (21) 

3. Father has entrusted all Judgment to the Son (22) 

a. OT: judgment is the exclusive prerogative of God (Gen 18:5; Judg 
11:27) 

4. Not honoring the Son is to not honor the Father (23) 

5. Father and the Son have life in themselves (26); A divine attribute 

E. Note also: Emphasis on salvation by hearing the Word and applying to one’s life! 

1. Hear the Word and believes has eternal life (24) 

2. Hear the voice will live (25) 

3. Hear will raise up to life (28-29) 

4. Word does not dwell in you (to His opponents) (38) 

F. The son gives life to whom He pleases: these people are now further defined:  

1. Hears the Word and believes has eternal life (24: Cf 6:63, 68: words of 
eternal life) 

a. Stress on the present possession of this life (cf 25) 

b. A future resurrection still awaits (28-29) 
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G. Truly, Truly (25; note 24 also): Hear the voice of the Son of God and live  

1. For, the Father and the Son have life in themselves (26): Self-existence is 
an exclusive attribute of God (cf Exod 3:14; Isa 40-55)  

2. He gave Him authority to judge—see 22—because He is the Son of Man 
(27; cf Dan 7:13-14) 

H. Do not be amazed at this (28) 

1. Because: an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs will hear His 
voice ‘and now is’ here: (cf Ezek 37) 

I. Jesus can do nothing of Himself (30)  

(Jesus provides legal testimonies to support His claims and His authority (31-47); cp Isa 
43:8-13; 44:6-11) 

J. Jesus’ own self-attestation (31-32)  

K. ‘There is another who bears witness’ –the Father (32) 

L. John the Baptist (33-35)Jesus evaluates JTB’s ministry (cp Matt 11:7-15)He was a 
lamp—though not the true light that enlightens every man (1:7-9) 

M. The works He does (36) 

N. Father testifies (37-38) 

1. You have neither heard His voice or seen His form, nor do you have His 
word abiding in you (Jews prided themselves on being the nation who 
heard the voice of God at Sinai;  Exod 19:16-25; Deut 4:11-12, 33) 

2. Because you haven’t believed Him whom He sent  

O. Scriptures testify (39-40)  

1. Because they think that in them they have life (39)  

2. Scriptures bear witness of Christ (cf Luke 24:45-47) 

P. Jesus does not receive glory from men (41)  

Q. They will receive the one who comes in his own name (43) 

R. Moses testifies (45-47) 

1. Moses as the human author of the Torah accuses them  

2. For, if you believed him you would believe me (46, 47) 

a. If they did not believe Moses, then they are not true followers of 
Moses 

b. A true follower believes Moses and would become a follower of 
Christ  

3. Irony: they set their hopes on Moses and he is their accuser 
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6:1-15 Jesus Feeds the 5,000 

A. After these things (1; see 3:22)  

1. Far shore (other side: beyond) of the Sea of Galilee; OT called the Sea of 
Kinnereth (‘lyre’) because of its shape; AD 20 city of Tiberias established 
by Herod Antipas  

B. Great crowd followed ‘because they saw the miraculous signs’ (2) 

C. Passover was near (4): Passover commemorates the Exodus events: including the 
manna from heaven  

D. Great multitude coming to him (5) 

E. Philip answers (7): 200 denarii would not be enough that each could have a bite 
(about 8 months wages) 

F. Andrew introduces a boy with 5 barley loaves and 2 fish (8-9; cp 2 Kings 4:42-44; 
Jesus is a prophet greater than Elisha)  

G. Jesus orders that all sit down (10)  

H. Jesus feeds the 5,000 (11; They were filled (12; cf Jer 31:14)  

I. Gathered up the leftovers (13): 12 baskets 

J. Prophet who is to come (14; Deut 18:15-19) 

K. Jesus withdrew (15)People wanted to make Him a king by force  

 

6:16-25 Jesus is the Bread of Life 

A. Disciples went down to the sea (16) 

B. Jesus walks on water  

C. Jesus reveals Himself (20) 

1. ‘It is I’: can mean: ‘I am’; Divine name (Exod 3:15; Isa 43:10); or, 
Presentation formula: responds to the question ‘who are you’?: ‘I am he’ 
(Absolute form occurs here, 8:24, 28, 58; 13;19) 

2. The disciples probably heard the last; but John may have later realized 
that Jesus meant more!  

D. Disciples received Him into the boat (21) 

E. Immediately the boat reached the shore 
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6:22-58 The Bread of Life Discourse  

A. Crowd recognized that only one boat departed; and in it were only the disciples 
(22)  

B. Truly, Truly: (26; also 32 and 53)  

C. You seek me (26): Not because you saw signs; But, because you ate and were 
filled  

D. Do not work for food that perishes; food that endures for eternal life (27)  

E. ‘Son of Man’ shall give you  

F. What must we do to do the work that God requires? (28) 

1. Answer: Believe in the One he has sent (29; cf 40, 47; cf Rom 3:28): Jesus 
was sent that whoever believes may have eternal life (3:14-16) 

G. What miraculous sign will you do? (30) 

1. If Jesus is a prophet like Moses (14), then they should expect miracles like 
Moses (Of course, He just fed them with 2 fishes and 5 loaves of bread; 
and He walked on water) 

2. Thus, Moses gave manna (31; Ps 78:24) 

H. It is not Moses, but the Father (32)  

I. This true bread is the One Who comes down out of heaven (33)  

J. Gives life to the world  

K. Lord: give us this bread (34)  

L. Answer: I am the Bread of Life (35, 48); who came down out of Heaven (50-51) 

1. If one eats this bread he never hungers again (cf Rev 7:14-16) 

M. You have seen and not believed (36) 

1. Irony? They have ‘both’ seen ‘and’ not believed (1:11) 

N. At the same time believing is a result of the work of God: i.e., God’s Sovereign 
control:  Those who believe are: 

1. Father has given (37) 

a. None of these will Christ lose (37, 39, 40, 44; 17:6, 9, 11-12; 18:9) 

2. Father draws them (44) 

3. Spirit gives life (63; cf Tit 3:5) 

4. Father enables him (65) 

5. Jesus chose them (70; 15:16) 

O. All who come will not be cast out (37): ‘I will not cast out’ means ‘I will preserve’  
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P. For, Jesus will perfectly preserve those whom the Father has given Him is (38): 

1. ‘I have come down from heaven not to do My own will’ but ‘the will of 
Him Who sent Me’ (cf 39 and 40) 

2. This is the will of Him who sent Me (39)   

a. I lose nothing of all that He has given Me  

b. But, I raise it up  

Q. Jews grumbled (41): Just as their fathers in the wilderness (cf Exod 16:2, 8-9; 
17:3; Num 11:1, 4-6; 14:1-3) 

1. Jesus the son of Joseph: common means of identifying a person (42) 

2. Father and mother we know: thus, how can he be from heaven?  

R. Jesus replies (43): No one comes to me unless the Father draws him (44; 
negative counterpart of 37)  

S. Being taught of God means to hear Christ; because no one has seen the Father 
except Jesus (46)  

T. Truly, Truly (47) Intense summary/conclusion of all that Jesus has just said  

1. Exhortation to believe: he has eternal life  

2. I am the bread of life (48): Contrast manna and the bread of life (49-50) 

a. Father ate manna and died  

b. Eat this bread and not die 

3. The bread is My flesh (51)  

a. I shall give for the life of the world (cf 10:11, 15; 11:51-52; 15:13; 
17:19; 18:14; 13:37-38)  

b. Cf Isa 52:13-53:12 (esp since Isa 54 has just been quoted) 

c. ‘Give’, ‘flesh’, and ‘on behalf of’ strongly suggest a sacrificial death 

U. Jews began to argue (52) strong debate  

V. Truly, Truly (53)  

1. Unless eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of Man have no life  

2. Eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life (54)  

3. True food and drink (55) 

4. Eats and drinks abides in Me and I in Him (56; cp 54) 

5. He who eats me shall live (57) 

W. Bread which comes down out of heaven (58)  
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6:59-71 Response  

A. Synagogue in Capernaum (59; cf 19:20) 

B. Many disciples grumble (60-61): Disciples are distinct from the ‘12’ (cf 66-67) 

1. These ones did not believe (64) 

2. Just as some ‘believe’ and others ‘believe’ (2:23-25) so are some 
‘disciples’  

3. Objection: this is a difficult saying (Lit.: harsh; offensive; intolerable) 

C. Jesus was aware of their grumblings (61) 

D. Responds: What if you behold the Son of Man ascend where He was before? (62)  

1. Spirit gives life; flesh profits nothing (63) 

2. Jesus’ words are ‘spirit and life’ (cf Isa 55:11; Jer 23:29; Heb 4:12) 

3. Jesus knew: from the beginning: Who would betray Him; cp 70: ‘is a devil’  

E. Many disciples turn back (66) 

F. Jesus asks the 12: ‘Do you want to leave?’ (67) 

G. Peter responds: 2 parts: (68) 

1. ‘To whom shall we go?’ ‘You have the words of eternal life’  

2. We believe and know (69)  

3. Holy One of God: (cp Acts 2:27f) 

H. The 12 were chosen (70) 

I. One remains: who is a devil (70-71): Judas 

1. Devil: lit.: a ‘slanderer’ or a ‘false accuser’ 

2. See: 13:2; Cf Matt 16:23; Mark 8:33 

3. Iscariot: most likely means ‘man of Kerioth’  

 

7:1-13 Jesus and His Brothers  

A. Jews were seeking to kill Him (1): ‘The Jews’ probably refers only to the Jewish 
authorities in Judea  

B. Feast of Tabernacles approached (2) (Sept/Oct 15-21 Tishri: about 6 months 
after the feeding of the 5,000 and 6 months before His death): Feast of ‘Booths’ 
or ‘Tabernacles’: commemorates time of wandering in the wilderness 

C. Brothers, however, sarcastically recommend Him to show off in Jerusalem (3-4) 

1. For, not even they believed (Mark 3:21) 
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D. Jesus responds (6): My time is not at hand  

E. The world hates me (7; cf 15:19; 3:19-20; 7:19; 8:31-59; 9:39-41; 16:8-9) 

1. This is perhaps the reason why Jesus does not go to Jerusalem 
immediately; the Jews were seeking to kill Him (cf 1) 

F. Jesus goes up in secret (10)  

G. Crowds have mixed opinions: 

1. Some say He’s a good man; others He a deceiver (12, 13; cp Deut 13:1-6) 

2. Some charged Him with being possessed (20) 

3. Some are unaware they are trying to have Jesus killed (20) 

4. Others wonder why He is free, since they are trying to kill Him (25) 

5. Many put their faith in Him (31) 

 

7:14-44 Jesus teaches at the Feast  

A. Middle of the Feast Jesus begins to teach publicly (14)  

B. Jesus substantiates His teaching (16) 

C. To know the Truth of Christ’s words, one must make a moral commitment to do 
God’s will (17-18) 

D. Jesus begins to warn them: Moses gave you the Law and your not keeping it (19) 

E. Crowd responds (20): You are demon-possessed (Matt 12:24) 

F. Jesus responds (21-24)  

1. One miracle: the healing of the invalid? (5:1-9) 

2. That miracle caused trouble because it was performed on the Sabbath 

3. But, if circumcising a child on the Sabbath is okay, then why not healing 
the whole person?  

G. Maybe Jesus is the Christ (25-26)  

1. This suggestion is dismissed by 3 popularly held conceptions of the 
Messiah  

H. # 1 We know where this man is from (27; cf 6:42) 

1. Many Jews believed that the Messiah would be unknown until he reveals 
himself as the man who will restore Israel; he will grow up without 
anyone knowing of his real identity  

I. Irony: (28) 

1. ‘You know me and where I am from’? 
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2. Yet, they do not know the One who sent Him  

3. Jesus is from above (29)  

J. They were seeking to seize Him; no one was able to (30) 

1. ‘Hour’ had not come (cf 6)  

2. Later, even those sent to arrest Him do not (45-46) 

K. Many believed (31) 

1. Because of the works (cf 5:36; 10:38)  

2. #2 Messiah will not perform more signs than this man  

L. Pharisees hear (32): Chief priests and the Pharisees send for Temple guards to 
arrest Him 

1. Chief Priests were mostly Sadducees  

2. Temple guards: mostly responsible for policing the Temple grounds; 
drawn from the Levites  

3. Captain of the temple was the commanding officer   

M. Jesus continues (33-34): Where I go you cannot come  

N. Jews misunderstand Jesus (35-36): Again people take Jesus’ words and apply 
only a physical meaning them  

1. Is He going to teach those in the Dispersion? (Jews scattered throughout 
Roman world): Greeks: probably Gentile converts to Judaism (God-
fearers) 

O. Last and Greatest day of the Feast (37) 

1. Each day during the feast the priests offered various ritual offerings of 
water  

a. A golden jug was filled with water from the pool of Siloam and 
carried in procession led by the HP through the Water Gate into 
the temple area 

b. As the procession approached the water gate on the south side 3 
trumpet blasts were sounded (a sopar) 

c. The priests then processed around the altar with the flagon while 
the Temple choir sang the Hallel: on the 7th day they processed 
around the altar 7 times 

d. When the choir reached Ps 118 every male pilgrim present shook 
a lulab (willow and myrtle twigs tied with the palm) in his right 
hand, while in his left he raised a piece of citrus fruit (a sign of the 
ingathered harvest) and cried out ‘give thanks to the Lord’  
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e. The water was poured into 2 bowls at the altar 

f. It was customary to shout ‘Lift up your hands!’ to the priest who 
conducted the libation, since once it happened that a priest 
poured water onto his feet instead of into the bowls 

2. The Jews may have added an 8th day to the Feast of Tabernacles (Lev 
23:36) 

3. All this reminded them of the Lord’s provision of water in the wilderness 
and the promise of the outpouring of the Spirit  

4. People following the processional sang the Hallel Psalms 113-118 

a. Culminating in 118:25: “O Lord, save us; O Lord, grant us success” 

b. Problem was the Jews cannot utter “O Lord”; not permitted to 
speak the Divine Name: “Yahweh/Jehovah”: thus, (Aram) ‘Ani hu’: 
lit. ‘I am’ 

P. Jesus uses this day to proclaim: 

1. ‘If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink’ (37) 

a. ‘Whoever believes in me . . . streams of living water will flow from 
within him’ (38) 

b. Scripture said? cf Isa 44:3; 58:11; Neh 8:5-18; Ezek 47:1-11; Zech 
14:8 (note that the living waters are followed by a reference to 
the perpetual day 14:5-7; cp with John 8:12); Zech 14 was read at 
the Feast of Tabernacles 

2. By this He meant the Spirit (39)  

3. Spirit not yet given  

4. Spirit was present (cf 1:32; 3:34) 

5. Spirit comes upon the completion of the ministry of Jesus and succeeds 
Him (cf chapters 14 and 16) 

Q. Crowds responded  

1. Some: This is the prophet (40); i.e., the one like Moses (Deut 18:15, 18) 

2. Others: this is the Messiah (41) 

3. Others: the Christ is not from Galilee;  

4. #3 Offspring of David and from Bethlehem (42) 

5. No one laid their hands on Him (44)  

R. Temple Guards failed to carry out their responsibilities in arresting Jesus (44): 
because: (note: Guards were chosen from among the Levites and, thus, were 
religiously trained): ‘No one ever spoken the way this man does’ (46) 
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S. Debate ensues: Have any rulers or Pharisees believed? (48) 

1. Johannine Irony:? Nicodemus (cf 50-52) and Joseph of Arimathea? (cf 
19:38) 

T. This crowd that does not know the law is accursed (49) 

U. Nicodemus raises a procedural question (50-51); which if followed would favor 
Jesus: Nicodemus replies: we should at least give Him a trial and hear Him out 

V. Response: you are not also from Galilee (52) 

1. Prophets don’t come from Galilee; or the prophet 

2. Jonah did (2 Kings 14:25); Nahum (Nah 1:1) 

 

8:12-20  Dialogue on the Last and Greatest Day of the Feast of Tabernacles (part 2) 

A. Again (12)Continues the dialogue from 7:37-38: had reference to the water 
drawing ceremony  

1. Now, 8:12 make reference to the lighting of the lamps during each night 
of the festival; this event remembered God’s Shekinah cloud/fire that 
shone upon them during the wilderness wanderings (Exod 13:21-22) and 
their hope for future deliverance and salvation 

B. Jesus attempts to disclose Himself: ‘I am the light of the World’ (12):2nd ‘I am’ 
statement  

1. Note: Jesus has just clarified that it was not Moses who gave them the 
bread from heaven but God; now, He clarifies that He is the Light of the 
World! 

2. Servant of the Lord was appointed as a light to the nations (Isa 49:6; 42:6; 
cf also, Ps 27:1; 36:9; Ps 119:105; Prov 6:23; Isa 60:19-22; Rev 21:23-24) 

3. As Israel followed the Light in the wilderness, so we are to ‘follow’ Jesus 

C. The one who follows Me (cf 1 John 2:9-11; 1 Thess 5:4-10) 

D. Pharisees challenge Him: You bear witness of yourself (13: cf 5:31) 

1. Though in 5:31 He was claiming that everything He did and said was from 
the Father and, therefore, necessarily needed to be validated by the 
Father 

2. Law of Moses required 2-3 witnesses (Deut 17:6)  

E. Jesus responds: I know my place of origin (14) 

1. Because He is from above His testimony is true (He did not deny this in 
chapter 5) 

F. They judge by human standards (15)  
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G. My judgment is right because it is the judgment of Me and the Father (16, 18)  

H. I am the one who bears witness (18) 

I. Jesus is misunderstood; again they are thinking only on a physical plane (19: cp. 
8:41) 

J. If you knew Me you would know My Father also: One of the Themes of the 
Gospel (cf 1:18; 5:19-23; 14:7, 9; 1 John 2:22-23) 

K. No one seized Him; His hour had not come (20; cf 2:4; 7:6, 30) 

 

8:21-30 Dialogue on the Last and Greatest Day of the Feast of Tabernacles (part 3) 

A. I go away (21; cf 7:33-34): Refers to His death; He goes away to His Father  

1. This time He is more threatening: You will seek Me and die in your sins  

2. ‘Where I am going you cannot come’  

B. The Jews were saying (22)  

C. Jesus explains that He is from above and they are from below (23)  

D. Therefore, they shall die in their sins; unless they believe (24) 

E. That ‘I am’: OT background: Exod 3:14; Isa 41:4; 43:10, 13, 25; 46:4; 48:12 
(Servant passages): Here the expression means ‘I am the same’ or ‘I am Yahweh’ 
alluding to Exod 3:14; Deut 32:29  

1. They will know that He is the ‘I am’ when they lift Him up (cf 28) 

2. Note: The Jews have just sung Ps 118:25: in which they substituted ‘Ani 
Hu’ for ‘Lord’ or ‘Yahweh’ 

F. Jesus said (28): When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know (cf 3:14; Isa 
52:13) 

1. That ‘I am’: (4:26; 6:20; 8:24, 28, 58; 13:19; 18:5, 6, 8: ‘I am’ (7 absolute 
sayings with the last being repeated 2x) 

2. This is 4th of the 7 absolute ‘I am’ sayings: thus, it is central; it is also this 
verse that is central to the 3 places John uses ‘lifted up’ (3:14; 12:32-34); 
thus, there is a strong indication that John is joining the ‘lifting up’ of 
Jesus and the identification of Him with the ‘I am’  

G. Jesus continues (28-29):I do nothing on my own initiative; But, I speak as the 
Father taught: Saliah: the agent is like the man himself  

H. Many believed (30)  
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8:31-59 The Children of Abraham  

A. Jesus teaches those who ‘believed’ that if they abide in My word you are my 
disciples and you shall be set free (31-32) 

1. Unfortunately, they don’t seem to be sincere in their faith; They: are 
slaves to sin (34); His word has no place in them (37); Children of the 
devil (44); Liars (45); Attempted murderers (59) 

B. Condition: if they abide in His word (cf 14:21, 24) 

1. Abide/remain: a settled determination to live in and by the word of 
Christ: ‘entails a perpetual listening to it, reflection on it, holding fast to 
it, carrying out its bidding’  

2. Abide: Spirit with us (14:17); Jesus with the disciples (14:20, 25); Father 
and Son with us (14:23) 

C. We are Abraham’s offspring and have not been enslaved (33) 

1. Double Misunderstanding: nature of freedom (see 34-36) and identity of 
Abraham’s children (see 37-40) 

2. Cp Mark 2:17: where they fail to realize that they are sick and need a 
physician; now they are in bondage and fail to realize that they need to 
be freed  

D. Truly, Truly slave of sin (34: cf Rom 6:12, 13, 17) 

E. Abraham’s offspring (37) 

1. Not Abraham’s offspring (cf Rom 2:28-29; 9:6; Gal 4:21-31)  

F. Deeds demonstrate parentage (38) 

G. Abraham is our father (39)  

H. I told you the truth and you wish to kill Me (40) 

I. We were not children of fornication; Either they are alluding to Jesus’ ‘virgin 
birth’; Or, they are defending themselves against a charge that was raised by the 
Samaritans; that Satan seduced Eve who gave birth to Cain—from whom the 
Jews were descended (note their accusation that Jesus was a Samaritan in 48) 

J. If God were your Father, then you would love me (42)  

K. You cannot hear My word (43); They are not willing to listen (cf 7:17) 

L. In fact, they desire to do the will of the devil (44; cf Rom 5:1; Gen 2:17) 

M. Because I say the Truth (45) You do not believe  

N. Why not? (46) They claim to have the truth and yet they do not believe the One 
who is the truth  

O. You are a Samaritan and have a demon (48)  
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P. Jesus’ response (49-51): I honor My Father (49); I do not seek My glory (50; 
5:44); There is One who seeks and judges; Truly, Truly, if anyone keeps My word 
he will not see death (51); taste death (52); Jesus has the words of eternal life 
(6:68) 

Q. Jews understand Jesus in a purely physical sense (52, 53)  

1. Therefore, Jesus is deluded (demon possessed): Abraham and all the 
prophets died!  

2. You are not greater than Abraham  

R. Jesus responds (54-56) 

1. Yes, I am greater (a point that He will make emphatic in 58) 

2. Only the Father glorifies Me (54; 17:1-5; cf Isa 42:8) 

3. I know Him (the Father): evidenced by the fact that He keeps His word 
(55; 29) 

4. Abraham rejoiced at seeing My day (56) 

5. Jews understand Him as saying that He and Abraham were 
contemporaries: Jesus seeing Abraham’s day (57); which would have 
been an absurd suggestion  

S. Truly, Truly, (58): Before Abraham was born, ‘I am’  

1. Emphatic pronouncement of Deity  

2. Confirmed by the reaction of the Jews (59)  

3. ‘I am’ transcends time: therefore, yes, I am older than Abraham  

 

7:53-8:11 Women Caught in Adultery 

A. Part of the Original manuscript?  No 

1. Clearly interrupts 7:52-8:12; Oldest manuscripts do not contain it 

2. Story displays numerous features and historical allusions to events of the 
1st century 

B. Women caught in Adultery brought to Jesus 

1. Jesus had been known to be sympathetic to such types but now He’s in a 
dilemma: 

a. If he says to let her live; contradicting the Law 

b. If he says to kill her: contradicts His reputation for compassion; 
and He may be reported to the Romans for encouraging the 
Sanhedrin’s independent exercise of capital punishment 
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C. Law (Deut 22:22-24) requires: 

1. 2 or 3 witnesses; Perjurers suffer same fate as accused; Both persons 
guilty shall be stones; Witnesses motives must be pure; Punishment must 
be carried out by eyewitnesses Jesus asks: ‘If anyone of you is without 
sin’ let him cast the 1st stone 

1. ‘Without sin’; refers to: ‘this particular instance’ 

2. If ‘without sin’ referred to ‘plain sinners’, then we must throw out all 
criminal justice 

D.  ‘No one condemned you . . . Then neither do I condemn you’(‘Condemn’: legal 
term) 

E. Note: 

1. Jesus did not say the women should not be executed; Jesus did not say 
that He forgave her; Jesus could not have condemned her legally because 
He was not an eyewitness; This does not qualify as an example of 
extending mercy, but of following the law; Jesus did acknowledge that 
her act was a sin 

 

9:1-35 Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

9:1-12 The Miracle  

A. Man born blind (1): Question: who sinned: this man or his parents (2) 

B. Jesus’ answer: neither (3): Reason: so that the work of God might be displayed  

C. We must work the work of Him who sent Me (4; cf Isa 29:18f; 35:5f) 

1. As long as it is day: I.e., while Christ is with them  

2. Since He is the ‘light of the world’, it is day as long as He remains (5; cf 
12:35) 

D. Thus, the healing of the blind man is a sign (cf 1:9) 

E. Jesus heals the man (6-7):Jesus performs the healing by spitting, making mud, 
and instructing the man to go and wash in the pool of Siloam: It was the 
Sabbath, however (14): Siloam: (Heb: ‘sent’): of course, Jesus is the ‘sent’ one  

F. People amazed and wonder if it is truly him (8-9); ask how (10)  

G. Where is He? (12)  

9:13-34 Pharisees investigate  

9:13-17 Man interrogated  

A. Man brought to the Pharisees (13)  
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B. Sabbath (14): Jesus was ‘guilty’ of: Working on the Sabbath: Since it was not a 
matter of life and death couldn’t Jesus have waited one day?  

C. Pharisees inquire (15): Some concluded: cannot be from God because He does 
not follow the Sabbath; others concluded: from God because of His miracles 

D. Interrogate the man who was healed (17); Concludes: ‘He is a prophet’  

9:18-23 Man’s parents interrogated  

A. Jews: still the Pharisees (18, 22)  

B. Parents affirm that he was born blind (20) 

C. Parents refuse to testify concerning the healing (21); Because they were afraid 
(22)  

9:24-34 Second interrogation of the man healed  

A. Give glory to God (24) 

B. We know that this man is a sinner; Contemptuous reference to Jesus; not 
wanting to even utter His name  

C. Healed man affirms only that he was blind and now sees (25) 

D. Pharisees inquire again (26): you are His disciple: we are disciples of Moses (28-
29: cf 5:45-47) 

1. ‘Hurled insults; reviled’: common way of dealing with people of lower 
status 

2. In their eyes: they followed Moses; Jesus didn’t; therefore, Jesus cannot 
be from God  

E. Man replies (30-33)  

1. Jesus’ origins are unknown; yet, He healed him (30)  

2. God does not hear sinners; yet, he healed him (31) 

a. God hears the righteous (cf Job 27:9; 35:13; Ps 66:18; 109:7; Pro 
15:29; Isa 1:15; John 14:13-14; 16:23-27; 1 John 3:21-22; Jas 5:15)  

2. Healings of this nature do not occur (32)  

a. Such was not unknown; but extremely rare in the OT; Isa 35:5; 
42:7; 2 Kings 6:8-23  

b. No indications of a man born blind being healed  

3. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing (33) 

E. Pharisees respond (34): Pharisees conclude: this man was steeped in sin at birth 
(i.e., sin was the cause of his blindness; contrary to the words of Christ—who 
performed the miraculous healing):They illustrate 3:19-21 
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F. Man excommunicated (as his parents feared 22): Details of excommunication in 
the 1st century are uncertain: May include: isolation from family; barred from 
employment; barred from synagogue 

 

9:35-41 Jesus Encounters the Man Born Blind 

A. Jesus, perhaps saddened that the man had been excommunicated, searches for 
and finds the man (35) Others are present as well (cf 40)  

B. Jesus asks: ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man’ (35; 1:12; 3:15)  

1. Man, not recognizing Jesus (he was blind the last time they met) 
responds positively: ‘Sir’ (36): ‘Lord’ (38) 

C. Jesus reveals that it is Himself who is the Son of Man (37; 4:26) 

D. Man responds in belief (38): Worships Him: (Deut 6:4-5; Matt 4:10) 

1. Note: man’s belief comes after an encounter with Jesus’ words and not 
the miracle 

E. Jesus: ‘For judgment I came into the world’ (39)  

1. Jesus is not saying that He has come to execute judgment, but that His 
presence and activities constitute judgment; as they compel people to 
declare for themselves who the Son of Man is 

F. Healing of the blind man serves as a sort of parable of spiritual illumination (39)  

G. Blind then no sin (41) 

 

10:1-39 The Good Shepherd and His flock  

10:1-21 Jesus is the Good Shepherd 

A. Truly, Truly (1) comparison of types of shepherds: note it is a figure of speech (6) 

1. Religious leaders in Israel would have considered themselves shepherds  

2. Cf Ezek 34: where God speaks of Israel as the Chief Shepherd of His 
people  

B. Man who enters the sheep pen by the door and the man who enters by climbing 
in another way 

1. The man who climbs in is a thief and robber:Thief comes to steal, kill, and 
destroy (10) 

2. The man who enters through the door is the shepherd (2): Calls the 
sheep by name (3): Shepherd protects them by leading them out; his own 
(4: cf Num 27:15-18) 
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C. I am the door of the sheep (7); I am the door (9)  

1. ‘Therefore’ (7) probably indicates that Jesus is clarifying what they did 
not understand 

2. ‘Whoever enters through me will be saved’ (9) 

3. ‘I have come that they may have life’ (10) 

D. All who came before me (8): Sheep did not hear them  

E. ‘I am the good shepherd’ (11) 

1. One who is prepared to lay down his life for the sheep; whereas, Jesus 
actually does (15) 

2. Lays it down only to take it up again (17) 

3. Lays it down on His own terms (18) 

4. I have authority; contra Pilate (19:10) 

F. Hireling (12-13)  

G. I am the Good Shepherd (14)  

H. I know my sheep (occurs 4 times in 14-15): I know my own; They know me; 
Father knows me; I know the Father  

I. I have other sheep (16; cf 11:51-52) they are those scattered abroad: Gentiles  

1. They will hear (as all sheep of the Shepherd do; 3-5, 27) 

2. Salvation is first offered to the sheep (Jews) in keeping with 4:22 

J. The Father loves me because I lay down my life (17: cf 3:35; 5:20) 

1. No one can take it from Me (18; cf 19:30) 

2. Raise it up Myself  (cf Acts 2:32; Rom 6:4; Heb 13:20; 1 Pet 1:21) 

K. Division among the Jews (19-21; cf 7:43; 9:16)  

10:22-42 Further Discussions with the Jews at the Feast of Dedication 

A. Feast of Dedication (22; Hanukkah; Feast of Lights) 

1. New festival begun after the rededication of the Temple December 14, 
164 BC 

2. Winter (23); Therefore, Jesus is in the covered portion of the Temple for 
shelter from the winds: ‘Portico of Solomon’: ran along the east side of 
the outer court; In Acts, this is where Peter addressed the crowd after he 
healed the lame man (Acts 3:11); Also where the Church gathered (Acts 
5:12) 
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B. Jews request: tell us plainly if you are the Christ (24) 

1. He told the woman at the well (4:26) 

2. He has identified Himself as the ‘Son of Man’ and the ‘Good Shepherd’  

C. Jesus replies: ‘I did tell you’ (25) 

1. My works (cf 5:36) 

2. They, however, won’t believe: Because they are not His sheep (26; they 
cannot: 8:43) 

3. Jesus’ sheep, however, do the following (27) 

a. Hear My voice; Known by Me; Follow Me 

b. Receive Eternal Life and shall never perish (28; 6:51, 58; 8:51, 52; 
11:26: for those who believe: cf 3:15-16, 36; 6:40, 47): lit. 
‘definitely not ever perish’  

(1) No one can snatch them out of His hand 

(2) No one can snatch them out of the Father’s hand 

D. ‘I and the Father are One’ (30; Deut 6:4): One: is neuter; thus, not one in person 

1. In context, one in purpose (cf John 5:19-23) 

2.  It is the Father’s will that He lose nothing (6:39; 17:12) 

E. Jews picked up stones to stone Him (31): because He a mere man ‘claims to be 
God’ (33) 

1. Irony; they want to stone Him for making Himself a man 

2. Ironically, by stoning Him they would have blasphemed the true Temple 
of God (2:19-21) and during the Feast that commemorates the 
rededication of the Temple! 

F. Jesus responds (34-36): Psalm 82: God rises in the council of the ‘gods’ to 
pronounce judgment  

1. Charge against them: they administer justice unjustly  

2. Importance: they are called ‘gods’ (34); i.e., the title has been applied to 
those lesser than God 

G. After all, He is the One whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world (36) 

1. Highly significant statement during the Feast of Dedication; i.e., the Feast 
that commemorates the sanctifying of the Temple 

2. Thus, this Feast also finds its fulfillment in Jesus 

H. Believe the works that I do (37-38)  

I. The Father is in Me and I am in the Father (38; cf 14:10, 20-24) 
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J. Jesus eludes their grasp (39): His hour had not yet come! (cf 7:30) 

K. Returns to beyond the Jordan (40)  

L. JTB performed no signs; but Jesus did (41) 

 

11-12 Transition: Life and Death; King and Servant  

11:1-46 Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 

A. Lazarus was sick (1) 

1. Sisters were Mary and Martha 

a. Mary is the one who anointed the Lord (2)  

2. Sisters sent word to Jesus; ‘the one you love is sick’ (3) 

B. Jesus responded that ‘this sickness will not end in death’ (4) 

1. Remained where He was for 2 days; then He began to head for Judea (6-
7) 

2. By the time He made Bethany—as a result of his deliberate delaying—
Lazarus had already been dead for 4 days (17) 

C. Disciples fear that Jesus might encounter trouble if He goes to Judea (8; 10:31) 

1. Why travel there?: could not Jesus heal him from a distance? (9; cf 9:4) 

D. He then informs them of Lazarus’ plight (11) 

1. They misunderstand; again thinking physically (12): rest is what he needs 

2. Jesus explains: ‘he is dead’ (14) 

3. If He had been there, Lazarus would not have died (15) 

E. Thomas, called Didymus (16; cf 20:24-28; 21:2) 

F. Jesus arrives in Bethany (17)  

1. Lazarus already dead 4 days (cf 39) 

a. Hence, Martha says: “If you had been here, my brother would not 
have died” (21) 

G. Martha goes to meet Him; Mary stayed in the house (20)  

1. She expresses grief and faith that Lazarus could have lived (21) 

H. Jesus consoles Martha that her brother will live (23) 

1. Martha expresses her knowledge of the Jewish conception of 
Resurrection (24): 
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I. Jesus proclaims: I am the Resurrection and the Life (25; cf 5:21, 25-29; 6:39, 44) 

1. He who believes shall live even if he dies (cf 8:51; 14:19) 

2. He who lives and believes in Me shall never die (26) 

J. Martha affirms belief (27) 

1. Though she doesn’t fully understand (cf 39)  

K. Martha calls Mary secretly (28)  

1. Mary leaves; so does everyone else (31) 

L. Mary greets Jesus with the same words as her sister (32) 

1. Jesus then sees Mary and the Jews who were with her weeping and is 
deeply moved and troubled (33)  

a. Deeply agitated; ‘snort with anger’; displeasure of some kind; an 
outburst of anger 

b. Those present apparently knew why He was angry (36) 

2. Jesus wept; burst into tears (35) 

M. Jesus is then taken to the tomb  

N. Jesus orders the stone to be moved (39) 

O. You will see the Glory of God (40; cf 11:4)  

1. If you believe! (cf 11:23-26) 

P. Jesus prays (41-42)  

Q. Jesus commands: ‘Lazarus, come out’ (43) 

1. He who died came forth (44)  

R. Many believed (45)  

S. Some went and told the Pharisees (46) 

1. Since these are set in contrast with those who believed, they must have 
had ill motives  

 

11:47-53  The Decision to Kill Jesus  

A. Sanhedrin convenes (47)  

1. Supreme court of the Jewish nation; 70 members plus the High Priest 

a. Members include: Sadducees; Chief Priests (High Priest, captain of 
the Temple, and members of leading priestly families); and 
Pharisees (minority members) 
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2. Caiaphas, the High Priest, interjects: you know nothing! (49) 

a. Caiaphas, personal name Joseph, had been HP since AD 18; Son in 
law to Annas—HP AD 6-15, and then ‘retired’ but retained 
considerable influence  

b. ‘That year’: i.e., the one I’m talking about; not that it was an 
annual office and he held it ‘that year’  

3. Caiaphas responds;  

a. It is better that one man die for the nation (50) I.e., we’ll kill Jesus 
and save the nation—in terms of the destruction that might befall 
us if the Romans come in—and gather in the dispersed tribes  

b. However, he was prophesying unawares  

4. ‘From that day on they plotted to take his life’ (53)  

B. Jesus withdraws to Ephraim (54)  

1. Ephraim: 4 miles NE of Bethel and 12 miles from Jerusalem 

C. Jews arrive for the Passover (AD 30) (55-56) 

D. Warrant issued for His arrest (57) 

 

12:1-11 Jesus Anointed by Mary 

A. Saturday before the Passover; Dinner at Mary, Martha, and Lazarus’ house (1-2) 

B. Mary anoints Jesus (4)  

1. Very expensive perfume: pure, or genuine, nard  

a. 300 denarii (5): year’s wages (6 day work week)  

2. Poured on Jesus’ feet and His feet were then wiped with her hair 

C. Judas wonders why the money wasn’t given to the poor (4)  

1. 2nd time we have been introduced to Judas (cf6:71); False motives—
stealing from the treasury (6) 

2. Iscariot: from the Latin sicarius: ‘assassin’?; or, man of Kerioth? 

D. Jesus recognizes the significance: preparation for His burial (7; cf Mark 14:8) 

1. She has done this in order to keep it for my burial 

E. Great crowds come to see Jesus and Lazarus (9)  

F. Sanhedrin decides to kill Lazarus too (10-11) 
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12:12-19 Triumphal Entry  

A. Sunday: People took Palm branches (12-13) 

B. Hosanna: ‘save us please!’: ‘the one who comes’ (Ps 118:25) 

C. Jesus rides in on a donkey—i.e., not a war horse! (14: cf Zech 9:9, 10)  

1. Zech 9:10 war horse and chariot are ‘cut off’ 

D. Misunderstanding (16): Only after Jesus was glorified did the disciples 
understand! (cp 2:22) 

1. Probably a reference to the coming of the Spirit (14:26) 

2. For, the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus had not been glorified 
(7:39) 

 

12:20-26 Greeks seek Jesus  

A. Greeks going to worship at the Feast (20; cf Isa 42:4; 49:6) 

B. Approach Philip; from Bethsaida (21)  

C. Philip recruits Andrew (22)  

D. Jesus explains (23-26): 

1. Hour has come!! (23; 12:27; 13:1; 17:1; cf 2:4; 4:21, 23; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20) 

2. Son of Man to be glorified (cf 17:5) 

a. His death was the supreme manifestation of His glory (1:14; 8:50, 
54; 12:28; 13:31-32) 

(1) Cross is the place of Jesus’ glorification 

3. Truly, Truly,: unless a grain falls and dies it remains alone (24)  

a. Parallels the Bread of life discourse (6:33-58) 

4. He who loves his life loses it; hates it will keep it forever  (25)  

a. Love/Hate: idiomatic; means to love one more than the other 

b. I.e., not to hate life; but to Love the Kingdom more than life (to 
the extent that one’s love for the Kingdom is so great that it 
appears as though one hates their life) 

5. If anyone serves me, let him follow me (26) 

a. Theme of Revelation: 1:5; 2:7, 10, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 12:11 et 
al 

b. Result: ‘my Father will honor the one who serves me’  
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12:27-36 Jesus Predicts His Death 

A. Jesus asks (27-28):  

1. My soul is troubled (27); The hour of His glorification is at hand; but, this 
involves arrest, punishment, and death 

2. Father save Me from this hour? (cp Mark 14:34) 

3. Thus, Jesus retracts this request and replaces it with: ‘Father, glorify your 
Name’ (28) 

B. Father responds: ‘I have’ and ‘I will’  

1. Crowd heard the sound; but did not understand the voice (29; cf Acts 9:7; 
22:9) 

C. Voice for you (30)  

D. Judgment is upon this world (31)  

1. Ruler of this world has been cast out (cf 14:30; 16:11; Rev 12:9) 

E. If I am lifted up from the Earth; I will draw all men to Myself (32) 

1. All men include ‘the other sheep’ (10:16; 11:52) 

F. Crowd puzzled (34) 

1. Forever: perhaps: Isa 9:7; Ezek 37:35; Ps 72:17; 89:37 

G. Jesus responds (35-36; Jesus does not answer the question: instead, He alludes 
to His impending death) 

1. Light is in the world a little longer (35; 1:4-9; 3;19-21; 8:12; 1 John 1:5; 
2:8-11) 

2. Believe in the light (36); ‘Sons of light’ 

H. Jesus departs and hides (36)  

 

12:37-50 John summarizes Jesus’ ministry 

A. Even after all these signs, in their presence, the people would not believe (37; cf 
1:11) Some did (42) 

B. This happened that Isaiah may be fulfilled (38; cf Isa 53:1; cp Deut 29:2-4: saw all 
the signs of Moses but still did not believe) 

C. Isaiah saw Jesus (41) 

D. Many among the leaders believed (42-43) 

1. However, they loved life more than God (see 25-26; 5:44) 

2. Put out of the synagogue (cf 9:22, 34) 
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E. Believes in Him who sent Me (44)  

F. Beholds Me beholds the Father (45; cf14:9; 1:18) 

G. I came as light everyone who believes (46; 1:4-5, 9-12) 

H. I did not come to judge, but to save (47; 3:17; cf 9:39)  

1. The Word that I spoke will judge (48; 5:45-47; 8:51; Matt 7:24-27)  

I. Son is subordinate to the Father (49-50; cf 5:19-30) 

1. By declaring that He has been sent by the Father, Jesus identifies Himself 
as this prophet 

2. But, Jesus, of course, is more than a second Moses! 

 

13-17 Jesus reveals the Father to His disciples  

13:1-17 The Last Supper   

A. Before the Passover (1; Cp John 13:26; 18:30; Mark 14:18-21; and John 18:1; 
Mark 14:28; thus, it was the same meal?) 

1. It was a festal meal; taking place at a late hour; in Jerusalem; and the 
disciples assumed that Judas went out to distribute alms—which was 
commonly done the night of Passover 

2. 13:29: buy provisions for the feast 

3. 18:28: Jews did not want to enter Pilate’s palace lest they be defiled and 
not be able to eat the Passover: (by ‘Passover’ is it the Passover meal—
which the Synoptics claim Jesus and the disciples ate the night before—or 
is it the entire feast including the feast of Unleavened Bread? cf Luke 
22:1) 

4. 19:14, 31: It was the day of Preparation (thus, Thursday before the 
Passover?) 

a. Gk standard term for Friday; since Saturday was the Sabbath, 
Friday was the preparation day for the Sabbath; Hence, ‘Friday of 
the Passover week’ 

b. ‘of the Pascha’ could mean of the Passover week; i.e., the Day of 
Preparation for the Sabbath of the Passover week: a very 
important Sabbath  

B. Jesus knew His hour had come (cf 12:23)  

C. He loved them to the end/absolutely: death 

D. Devil had already put into his heart that Judas should betray Him (2)  
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E. Jesus dresses as household servant and performs the task of a servant (4-5; Phil 
2:6; cp Luke 12:37; 17:8 

F. Peter objects (6) 

G. Jesus replies (7): You do not realize what I’m doing  

H. Peter replies (8) 

I. Jesus responds (8-9)  

1. ‘If I do not wash you’ (8) 

2. ‘You have no part with me’  

J. Peter still doesn’t understand what Jesus is doing; nonetheless, this explanation 
is sufficient (9; 12) 

K. Jesus responds (10) 

1. He who had a bath needs only to wash his feet  

2. You are clean; not all of you: Judas (11; Only other occurrence of the 
phrase is in 15:3) 

L. Jesus explains, again, what He has done (12-17; Mark 10:43-45) 

1. Teacher and Lord (13) 

a. If you call me these, then you should do what I do/say (Luke 6:46) 

2. I gave you an example (14-15) 

3. Truly, Truly: a slave is not greater than his master; nor, the one sent 
greater than the one who sent him (16; cf Matt 10:24; Luke 6:40) 

a. If you know these things, you are blessed if you should do them 
(17; cf 8:31; Matt 7:21, 24; Mark 3:35) 

 

13:18-30 Jesus Predicts His Betrayal 

A. I know the ones I have chosen (2:23-25) 

1. One of those He ‘chose’ was ‘a devil’ (10; 6:70-71; 12:4; 13:2) 

2. One of you is going to betray me (21) 

B. But, purpose for including Judas: Fulfill prophesy (Ps 41:9) 

1. Cf Acts 1:16—Ps 69:25; 109:8 

2. Matt 26:15; 27:3-10—Zech 11:12f  

C. He who eats my bread has lifted his heal against me 

D. I am telling you before it comes to pass (19) 
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E. I am (cf 8:58) 

F. Truly, Truly: receive whom I send, you receive Me (20: cf Matt 25:40) 

G. Disciple whom Jesus loved (23) 

1. 1st introduction: (cf also: at the Cross 19:26f; empty tomb 20:2f; 
resurrection appearance 21:20f)  

2. Reclining on the bosom of Jesus: (Echoes 1:18) 

H. Jesus answered (26) 

1. Apparently the answer was given in private (cf 28-29) 

I. Jesus dips the morsel and gave it to Judas 

1. Satan entered him (27) 

J. Disciples misunderstand (28-29) 

1. Buy for the feast (29) 

K. It was night (30); For Judas, in more ways than one (cf Luke 22:53)  

 

13:31-16:33  The Upper Room Discourse  

13:31-14:31 Christ’s Departure and Reunion  

A. Now, the Son of Man is glorified (31; 17:5) 

B. New Commandment (34-35) (Lt. mandatum novum: given rise to the name 
Maundy Thursday) 

1. Jesus has loved His own (1); now He commands them to love one another 
(34) 

a. Cf 15:13; 1 John 3:16 

b. Not new in one sense (Deut 6:5; Lev 19:18; Mark 12:28-33; Matt 
22:37-40; Gal 5:14; 1 John 2:7-8): new in the sense of its depth—
intensity  

C. Peter asks: Lord where are you going? (36); why can’t I follow you now? (37) 

D. Peter adds: I will lay down my life for you (37) 

1. Which he did: AD 65 crucified  

E. Jesus predicts Peter’s denials (38) 

 

14-17 Farewell Discourses  

Genre: Farewell discourse: (Deut 31-33) 

- Review of the past; giving instructions; look to the future 
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a. Predictions of death  

b. Future challenges for followers 

c. Arrangements regarding succession or continuation of family line  

d. Exhortations to moral behavior  

e. Final commission 

f. Affirmation and renewal of God’s covenant promises  

g. Closing doxology 

Stress is on the continuing fellowship of Jesus with His own after He goes to the Father 

 

Chapter 14:1-31  

14:1-11 

A. Do not let your heart be troubled (1; cf 27) 

B. Believe in God and Me 

C. My Father’s house are many dwelling places (2) 

1. Cf 2:16; Temple  

2. Many rooms: lit.; a place to stay; if there are many then ‘rooms’  

a. ‘Many dwelling places’ were combined to form an extended 
household 

1. May convey that there is space for all to be accomodated; 
including the nations 

b. Monai: occurs only here and in 14:23 in the NT  

1. Plural in 14:2 emphasizes the individuality of the places all 
believers have in Christ 

2. Sing in 14:23 that the Father and Jesus dwell in each 
indiviudally  

c. Mansions comes from the vulgate mansiones; which meant 
resting place; stations on a main road where travellers found 
refreshment; wayside inn 

d. 1 John 2:6; ‘anointing abides in you’ 2:27; ‘abide in Him’ 2:28; one 
who keeps His commandments abides in Him . . . . we know He 
abides in us by the Spirit 3:24; 4:13; God abides in Him 4:15, 16; 
the one who abides in the teaching, has both the Father and the 
Son 2 John 1:9 
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e. Meno is the verbal form; ”For throughout the Upper Room 
Discourse the leitmotif ‘abiding’ is a present spiritual experience” 
(Gundry, ZNW, 70); cf 14:10, 17; 15:4-7, 9 

1. First occurrences of this word are in conjunction with the 
Spirit in 1:32-33;  

2. Next the disciples ask ‘where are you staying’? and they 
remain with Him cf 1:38-39  

3. 2:12;  

4. 3:36;  

5. Jesus remains with the Samaritans 4:40;  

6. The word does not remain in them because they do not 
believe 5:38;  

7. Work for food that remains which the Son of Man gives 
6:27 

8. 7:9 remaining in Galilee 

9. If you abide in my word 8:31 

10. The Son remains in the house forever 8:35 

11. Sin remains 9:41  

12. 10:40; 11:6 

13. Wheat remains by itself unless it falls 12:24 

14. We heard the Christ remains forever 12:34 

15. 12:46 

16. Father abiding in Me 14:10 

17. Byz 14:16 

18. (Father) abides with you 14:17  

19. I spoke while abiding with you 14:25 

20. Abide in Me 15:4 (3x), 5, 6, 7 (2x), 9, 10 (2x), 16 

21. 19:31 

22. 21:22, 23 

D. I’m going to prepare a place for you (2-3; 12:26) 

1. He is going to the Father; cf 14:6, 28 
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2. Deut: God goes ahead and prepares a place for his people in the 
promised land 

a. This is developed in the NT; so that the promised land is our 
future dwelling with God 

3. Place is a synonym for abode  

4. 14:2 Prepare a place for you: ‘Jesus is declaring that he will do exactly 
what Yahweh would do for Israel: prepare a place where Yahweh would 
establish his name’   

5. Place:  cf Exod 15:17 ‘You will bring them and plant them in the mountain 
of Your inheritance, The place, O LORD, which You have made for Your 
dwelling, The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established’ 

6. Jesus must go the Place called the Place of the skull (19:17) 

E. Jesus, in fact, will ‘come again and receive them to Himself’ (3; Cf 14:18-20; 22-
23) 

1. They are assured that, despite the fact that He is going away, it is a place 
where they shall be also—it is to their advantage  

F. Where I am, there you may be also (3) 

1. Cf John 12:24-26: where the use of ‘remain’ and ‘where I am’ occurs  

2. Cf end of the Farewell Discourse (17:24)! 

G. Where I am (3); cf 7:34, 36; 17:24 

H. You know the Way (4) 

I. Thomas states: Lord, if we don’t know where you’re going, then how shall we 
know the way (5) 

1. Ans: ‘We will come to Him’ (23)!! 

J. ‘I am the Way and the Truth and the Life (6) 

1. Stress is on the first: ‘you know the Way’; and ‘no one comes to the 
Father except through Me’ 

2. ‘Way’: only other occurrence is 1:23; citing Isa 40:3; Cf also Isa 49:11 

3. Cp 1:4, 9, 14, 17 

K. If you knew Me, you will know the Father (7) 

L. Philip says: Lord show us the Father (8)  

1. Still doesn’t understand that the Son has made known the Father (1:18) 

2. Nor that no one sees God (1:18; cf Exod 33:18-23 where even Moses’ 
request was turned away) 
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M. Jesus responds (9-15)  

1. ‘Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father’ (9) 

N. Such a claim needs justification: (10-11) 

1. Continues the principle of representation: saliah: an authorized agent 

 

14:12-24 

A. The one who believes will do even greater works than these (12) 

1. ‘Greater’ in effect not quality/feat 

B. Because I go to the Father (12) 

C. ‘And I will do whatever you ask in my name’ (13-14; 15:7, 16; 16:23, 24, 26; 1 
John 3:21-22; 5:14-15) 

1. ‘In my name’: appears 7 times in 14-16 (14:13, 14, 16; 15;16; 16:23, 24, 
26) 

2. Context is limited to whatever will bring “glory to the Father” (v.13) 

3. I.e., whatever you need to carry out the commission of preaching the 
Gospel 

D. ‘If you love me, you will do what I command’ (15; cf 21, 23; 15:14) 

Teaching on the Spirit #1 (16-17)  

 

1st of 5 Paraclete sayings (cf 14:26; 15:26; 16:7-11, 12-15) 

- Question has been how will they know the way? (5) 

- Ans: we will come to him! (23)  

We know that the Spirit cannot come until Jesus departs (7:37-39) 

E. “The Father . . .will give you another counselor . . . the Spirit of Truth”; Paraclete 
(16-18)  

1. Another—of the same kind: implies that Jesus is one also (cf 1 John 2:1) 

2. Latin equivalent: advocatus (advocate); professional legal adviser 

3. One who comes alongside; helper; a friend in court (here an earthy court 
is in mind) 

4. Jesus is leaving them; but not as orphans (18)  

5. The Holy Spirit will be with and in them (17) 

6. Spirit of Truth (cf 16:12-15) 
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7. Role of the Spirit:  

a. Bring to their remembrance all that Jesus taught (14:26) 

b. Bear witness of Jesus (15:26) 

c. Convict the world of sin (16:8-11) 

d. Guide them into all truth and disclose what is to come (16:13) 

F. I am coming to you; you will see Me (18-19; cf 16:16-24)  

G. In that day (20) 

1. The day when Jesus has returned to the Father and sent the Spirit  

2. Then they will know of the oneness with the Father  

H. When is that day?: Context favors the day in which the HS comes: Pentecost (as 
does comparison with 16:16-24) 

I. It is the one who keeps the commandments who enjoys this oneness (21; cf 
14:15)  

J. Judas, not Iscariot said (22)  

1. Probably Judas the son of James (Luke 6:16; Acts 1:13) (He is called ‘Judas 
Thomas’ by Syriac Christians); identified as Thaddeus (Mark 3:18) 

K. Jesus replies (23-24)  

1. One who loves Me he will keep My word 

2. Result—We will come and dwell with him  

a.  ‘Abode’; ‘home’: same as in 14:2 ‘rooms’  

b. Thus, this is the answer to v 5! 

c. Note the contrast with the Jerusalem Temple: ‘place where the 
Jews come together’ (18:20)  

3. One who does not love Me does not keep My word—and thus, We will 
not come to him (24) 

 

14:25-31 

Teaching on the Spirit #2 (25-27) 

A. Holy Spirit comes: (26) 

1. Teach them all things: all that they have failed to understand they will 
understand  
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2. Remind them of all the things that Jesus taught (cf 2:17, 22; 12:16; 14:26; 
15:20; 16:4, 21): remembering is linked with the disciples 
misunderstanding in John 

3. Holy Spirit will give them peace: especially in times of trouble (Luke 
21:12-15) 

B. Father will send  

1. Jesus is sent from the Father (9:4) 

2. Jesus sends the Spirit (15:26; cp 14:27) 

3. Jesus sends the disciples (17:18; 20:21) 

C. Peace be with you (27)  

D. You should rejoice because I go to the Father (28) 

1. The Father is greater than I  

a. Context is in reference to Jesus’ mission: the statement is true, 
since the one sent is not greater than the one who sent him 
(13:16) 

2. But, ‘greater’ does not imply ‘better’ 

a. Better implies difference in nature (1:1, 18; 8:58; 14:8) 

E.  Jesus has told them these things so that when they happened the disciples 
would believe (29: cf 16:1-2) 

F. Ruler is coming (30)  

1. Satan is responsible for Jesus’ death  

G. The world may know (31)  

H. Arise, let us go (31) 

1. They don’t seem to leave until 18:1 

 

15:1-17 The True Vine and His branches: Command to Love one another 

Vine is one of the symbols for the people of Israel (Ps 80:8-19; Isa 5:1-7) 

 Land always represented the vineyard and the people were the vines 

 Now, it is Jesus is the vine and the only rootedness for the people is in Jesus; 
Jesus has replaced the land!  

A. Jesus is the True Vine (1)  

1. Father is the ‘farmer’ 

2. Every branch that bears no fruit will be cut off (2): takes away 
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3. Every branch that bears fruit will be pruned (2): pruned; can also mean 
‘cleansed’—it is in contrast with ‘clean’ in 3 

4. Clean (3): because of the word which I have spoken to you  

B. How to Produce good fruit (4-6)  

1. Branch must remain in the vine (Christ) in order to bear fruit (4, 5; cf Gal 
2:20; Phil 4:13) 

2. Remain/Abide: (10 times in 15:4-10 alone) 

a. Spiritual meaning in 6:56 

b. 8:31: holding to Jesus’ word 

c. Remain in Jesus (15:4) 

d. Remain in His love, by obeying His commands (15:9-10)  

3. Vine that does not produce fruit is good only for burning (6; cf Ezek 15:1-
8)  

C. If you remain in Him and His Words remain in you, the ask whatever you wish 
and it will be given (7; cf 14:12-13) 

1. Here the Father is glorified in bearing fruit  

2. Asking and receiving whatever is wished in the context of bearing fruit 
and bringing glory to the Father  

D. Father loves the Son: the Son loves us; abide in My love (9: cf 3:35; 5:20) 

1. Jesus’ love for the Father was shown in His obedience (cf 8:29); thus, He 
becomes the model for all believers  

2. Therefore, ‘if you keep my commandments, you will abide in My love’ 
(10) 

E. ‘My joy’ may be in you (11) 

1. Joy is now added to ‘My love’ (9; and ‘My peace’) 

F. Bearing Fruit is a command: specifically the command is: ‘Love each other’ (12; 
13:34-35) (12-17: expands the new command of 13:34) 

1. ‘Love one another’ forms an inclusio around 13-17 

2. As I have loved you: beyond measure!  

3. Greatest example of Love for a man is: ‘lay down his life for his friends!’ 
(13) 

a. Yet, Christ died for us while we were His enemies (Rom 5:8-10) 

4. To be Christ’s friend, one must “do what I command!” (14)  

G. No longer ‘slaves’ (15)  
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H. I chose you and I appointed you (16; 1:39)  

1. Bearing fruit is the purpose for Christ’s choosing you (16) 

 

15:18-16:4a World’s hatred for the Church 

A. If the world hates you; it hated Me first (18) 

1. No servant is greater than the master: thus, if the world hated Christ, it 
will hate His followers (20: cf Matt 10:24; Mark 13:9-13) 

2. They do these things because the world does not know Father (21) 

B. If I had not spoken to them they would not have sin (22)  

1. If I had not done among them . . . works (24)  

C. He who hates Me hates My Father (23) 

1. Since they are one (10:30; 14:9; 1 John 2:22-23)  

D. Fulfilled Scripture (Ps 69:4)  

Teaching on the Spirit #3 (26) 

Paraclete will carry on the trial even though the Church now receives the persecution  

Paraclete is the Church’s advocate 

E. I will send: who proceeds from the Father 

F. Spirit will bear witness of me (26; Acts 5:32; 1 John 5:6)  

1. You will bear witness also (27) 

2. Hence, Acts 1:8  

3. OT prophetic literature, God’s endtime people are called witnesses (Isa 
43:10-12; 44:8) 

 

15:18-16:4a (cont’d) World’s hatred for the Church 

A. Purpose of telling the disciples of the imminent persecutions is to keep them 
from stumbling (1, 4, 33) 

B. Jesus adds a few more details of their persecutions: 

1. Put you out of the synagogues (2); cf 9:22; 12:42 

2. They will kill you 

C. They have not known the Father or Me (3; 14:7; 1:18; 17:3) 

D. I was with you (4)  



Dalrymple  Gospel of John 

 51 

16:4b-33 Departure of Jesus 

A. I am going to Him who sent Me (5): i.e., the Father (10; 4:34; 5:23)  

B. None asks where are you going  

1. But, sorrow has filled your heart (6) 

Teaching on the Spirit #4 (7-11) 

C. Coming of the Holy Spirit 

1. It is to their advantage that Jesus leaves, because then the Holy Spirit will 
come (7)  

D. Role of the Holy Spirit: when He comes:  

1. Convict the world of Sin, Righteousness and Judgment (8) 

2. Sin: because they do not believe (9) 

3. Righteousness: because I go to the Father (10) 

a. Jesus’ return to the Father exposes the world of its empty 
righteousness (cf 3:19-21; 7:7; 15:22, 24) 

4. Judgment: because the ruler of this world has been judged (11: cf 12:31) 

E. More to say, but you cannot bear it now (12) 

1. Cf 14:26: where the Holy Spirit will remind them of everything and teach 
them  

Teaching on the Spirit #5 (12-15) 

F. The Spirit will also:  

1. Guide them into all Truth (13): He is the Spirit of Truth (cf 14:6) 

2. He will not speak on His own: continuing the pattern set by Jesus: Neither 
did Jesus (3:34-35; 5:19-20; 7:16-18; 8:26-29; 42-43; 12:47-50; 14:10) 

2. Tell them what is to come  

a. Thus, the Holy Spirit makes known the significance of Christ’s 
work and reveals all that transpires as a result of it 

2. Hence, He will bring Glory to the Son (14) 

G. Disciples will not see Him in a little while, but shortly thereafter they will again 
(16) 

1. Death and resurrection? Or, the ascension and return? 

2. Little while has already referenced His death (7:33; 13:33)  

H. Disciples do not understand (17-19) 

I. Truly, Truly (20)  
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1. You will weep and lament: grief over His death  

2. World will rejoice: over His death  

3. Sorrow turned to joy: at His resurrection   

J. Woman is in labor (21) 

1. Common OT illustration of the travail God’s people must suffer before 
the relief and joy of salvation are brought (Isa 21:2-3; 26:16-21; 66:7-14; 
Jer 13:21; Micah 4:9-10) 

2. Therefore, you will rejoice (22)  

K. That day (23) 

1. You will not ask me ‘for anything’  

a. Jesus is answering their question, with a ‘wait a little longer and 
you won’t need to ask Me’ 

2. In My Name: Jesus is the mediator in salvation (1 Tim 2:5) 

3. After the Holy Spirit comes they will ask the Father (24) 

L. These things: in figurative language (25)  

M. Furthermore, in that day, they will ask in My Name (26) 

N. Summary of all of Jesus’ mission (28)  

1. I came from the Father (1:1-3; 3:16, 17): Eternal Word 

2. Entered the world (1:10-11, 14): Incarnation and humiliation  

3. I am leaving the world (14:19): Death  

4. Returning to the Father (chapters 14-17): Resurrection and Ascension  

O. Disciples think they understand (29-30)  

P. Now, you believe (31) 

Q. Hour has come for you to be scattered (32) 

1. Cf Mark 14:27; Zech 13:7 

R. In Me you have peace; in the world you have tribulation (33)  

1. Often a reference to persecution (John 15:18-6:4; acts 11:19; Eph 3:13; 
Matt 24; Rev 7:14) 

S. I have overcome the world!!! (cf 12:31; 1 Cor 15:57; 1 John 2:13-14; 4:4; 5:4-5) 
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17:1-26 Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane 

Temple Themes: Jesus is the Temple now His followers become one 

- Glory (1, 4, 5, 10, 22, 24) 

- Holiness and consecration (11, 19, 25) 

- Revelation of God’s Name (6, 11, 26) 

- Divine indwelling (21-23) 

 

17:1-5 Jesus Prays for Himself  

A. Hour has come (1) 

1. Because the hour has come, Jesus resigns to prayer 

2. ‘Lifting up His eyes’: customary posture in prayer 

B. Glorify Your Son (cf 1:14) 

1. Motif runs through this prayer (1, 4, 5, 10, 22, 24) 

a. OT sanctuary was filled with the ‘Glory’ of YHWH (Ps 26:8; Exod 
40:34-35) 

b. In OT sanctuary, however, God’s glory was always veiled (Exod 
33:17-22; 34:29-35) 

2. In John: Jesus’ glory was manifested in Cana (2:11); If you believe ‘you 
will see the Glory of God’ (11:40) 

C. Purpose: that the Son may glorify You  

D. Asks for the Glory that He previously held (5) 

E. Father gave Him authority over all (2)  

1. Purpose: That He may give eternal life to all whom You gave Him  

2. Eternal life: Johannine equivalent of ‘kingdom of God’ 

F. This is eternal life is ‘to know thee’ (3; cf Hos 4:6; Jer 31:34; Hab 2:14) 

G. The Only True God and Jesus Christ (5:44) 

H. I glorified you, having accomplished the work (4)  

 

17:6-19 Jesus prays for His disciples 

A. I manifested your Name to the Ones You gave Me (6) 

1. They kept Your word (cf 8:51-52; 14:15, 21, 23, 24; 15:10) 

B. Jesus prays for them, not the world (9) 
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C. Jesus is in the world no more (11, 13)  

1. Another reason for His prayer for them; they are still in the world  

2. Though they are not of the world (16) 

3. He kept them safe while He was with them (12) 

a. All but the ‘son of perdition’ (2 Thess 2:3: commonly used for 
place of judgment; Matt 7:13; Acts 8:20; Rom 9:22; Phil 1:28; 
3:19; 1 Tim 6:9; Heb 10:39; 2 Pet 2:1; 3;7; Rev 17:8, 11) 

b. This was to fulfill Scripture (Ps 41:10; cf 13:18) 

D. Holy Father; keep them in Your Name (11; 1 John 5:18-21) 

1. Keep them in the Name: 1st of two requests (cf 17) 

1. Throughout the OT God protects His people (Prov 18:10; Ps 18; 121; 
125:2-3; Exod 34:5-7) 

2. Purpose: in order that they may be one 

3. Contrasts with 15-16: in your name vs out of the evil one 

E. I have given them Your word (14)  

1. They have believed and obeyed it (cf 6, 8) 

a. And the world hated them (cf 15:18) 

2. Reason: they are not of the world  

F. I do not ask You to take them out of the world (15) 

1. But, keep them from the evil one 

G. Sanctify them (17; cf 19) 

1. Purpose is for their being sent into the world (cf 10:36) 

2. 10:36: it served to identify Jesus as the One sanctified compared to the 
Temple and the feast of Dedication: now it is the disciples who are 
‘sanctified’: i.e., Temples! 

3. They are to be holy and set apart from the world (15:10, 18f; 16:8-11, 
33; 17:18); contra the enemies who ‘worship’ by persecuting the church 
(16:2) 

H. Means: truth—word: i.e., in so far as they live in conformity to the truth  

I. I send them into the world (18: cf 15:26-27; 20:21) 

J. I sanctify myself (19)  
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17:20-26 Jesus Prays for the Church  

A. Prays for all those who believe in Me (20)  

1. Assumes the success of the disciples mission 

2. Three ‘in order that’ clauses (21) 

a. That they may be one  

b. That they also may be in us  

c. That the world may believe  

B. Jesus gave them glory (22) 

1. Jesus has done so in that He is the manifestation of God (1:1, 14; 14:9; 
Num 27:18-23)    

2. Thus, they are to love ‘as I have loved you’ (15:9); and by doing so they 
will be one  

3. Result: they are perfected in unity: i.e., completely unified (23)  

4. Purpose: that the world may know (cf 21) 

C. They also be with Me (24)  

1. Purpose: they may see My glory: They had seen His glory (1:14; 2:11) 

D. Righteous Father (25): These have known You 

1. Because Jesus has made Him known (14:9)  

2. They will make Him known (26) 

3. Result: God’s love will transform them (Cf Exod 29:45-46; Deut 7:21; 
23:14) 

 

18:1-19:42  The Trial and Passion of Jesus  

18:1-11 Jesus Arrested 

A. Jesus enters Gethsemane (1; Matt 26:36; Mark 14:32): Gethsemane: ‘oil press’: 
East of Jerusalem; across the Kidron valley  

1. Place where Jesus often went (2; Luke 21:37; 22:39)  

B. Judas guides a detachment of soldiers and Temple police (3)  

1. Roman cohort  

a. Full auxiliary cohort 1,000 men (760 foot soldiers and 240 
Calvary); led by a chiliarch—leader of a thousand (tribune)—or 
commander  

b. Cohort normally numbered 600 men  
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2. Temple police: officials from the chief priests and Pharisees  

C. Jesus knew what would happen (4)  

1. ‘I am’: can be a common form of address: ‘It is I’; or ‘I am he’ (5: cf 6:20; 
8:24, 28, 58; 13:19; Isa 40-55) 

D. Who is it you want; question repeated (7) 

E. Jesus ensures His disciples safety (8; 17:12) 

F. Peter struck the High Priest’s servant’s ear (Malchus) (10) 

1. Jesus rebukes Peter and informs him that He must suffer and, thus, they 
are not to resist (11: cf 36) 

 

18:12-14 Trial before Annas  

A. Bound Jesus and brought Him to Annas (13) 

1. ‘The Jews’: in 18-19 they are those who cling to the minutiae of the law 
while failing to understand that the law points to Jesus  

2. Annas: High Priest emeritus (deposed in AD 15); Father-in-law to 
Caiaphas 

 

18:15-18 Peter’s First Denial   

A. Peter and another disciple follow (15) 

1. John gains entrance for himself and Peter into High Priest’s courtyard 

2. Peter denies Him before the servant girl at the door (17; cf Mark 14:66, 
69) 

3. ‘You are not one of this man’s disciples’?  

 

18:19-24 Interrogation of Jesus before Annas  

A. Annas questions Jesus about His disciples and His teaching (19)  

1. Jesus replies that they should have plenty of witnesses informed about 
His teachings, because He taught openly (20-21; cf Isa 45:19) 

B. Temple is where the Jews come together (20) 

C. Jesus is struck in the face and charged with inappropriate conduct towards the 
High Priest (22) 

1. Jesus responds that He only spoke the Truth (not insultingly) 
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2. Testify what is the wrong: (23): i.e., if He was in error, charge Him with 
contempt; or the slap was unjustified 

D. Jesus is sent to Caiaphas (24)  

 

18:25-27 Peter’s 2nd and 3rd Denials  

A. The interweaving of Jesus’ trials and Peter’s denials may have served as a 
contrast  

B. They said ‘you are not one of his disciples are you? (25)  

1. Peter denies it (cf Matt 10:33; and Luke 12:9) 

C. A relative of Malchus questions him (26)  

1. ‘Did I not see you in the garden?’: question expects a positive answer  

2. Peter denies Him for the 3rd time (27; cf 13:38) 

 

18:28-19:16 Jesus Before Pilate 

A. Jesus led to the Praetorium early in the morning (28)  

1. Praetorium: headquarters of the commanding officer of a Roman military 
camp  

a. Pilate’s main residence was in Caesarea  

b. Took up residence in Jerusalem during the feasts 

B. Jewish authorities would not enter lest they be defiled (see notes at 13:1) 

1. Irony: they take elaborate precautions to avoid defilement, yet, they 
manipulate the judicial system to ensure the death of Jesus—the One 
who could remove all their impurities  

C. Pilate comes out and inquires as to the charge (29) 

1. Normal procedure for opening a trial 

2. Jews are surprised (note; rude and quick reaction 30) 

D. Pilate tells them to judge Him themselves (31) 

1. They may have wanted Him crucified so that He would be under the 
curse of Deut 21:23 in order to use this as propaganda against any future 
claims that Jesus was the messiah 

E. Pilate reenters the palace and interrogates Jesus: (33) 

1. ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’  
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F. Jesus’ response sought to find the origin of the question (34)  

1. Is this from your own observation; or is this what he learned from the 
Sanhedrin?  

G. Pilate responds with contempt: ‘Am I a Jew’ (question expecting a strong 
negative answer) (35) 

1. Pilate’s response was that no Jewish man who pretends to be king can 
have any influence on him: ‘what do I care?’: i.e., I am not contemplating 
Your claims  

2. Thus, ‘it was Your people who handed You over’  

H. Jesus explains that He is a King; but of a different type of Kingdom (36) 

1. If He were a king in any sense that had to do with the governments of this 
world, then His servants would be fighting (negative definition of His 
kingdom)  

I. ‘You are a king then’ (37) 

J. Jesus replies: ‘You say that I am a king’  

K. Jesus now defines His kingdom positively  

1. In fact, to be a king is the reason He was born; came into the world! (cf 
1:14) 

2. It is a kingdom of Truth (cf 4:24; 14:6) 

3. Those on the side of truth listen to Him (cf 10:3, 16, 27) 

L. ‘What is Truth?’ (38)  

M. Pilate finds Jesus innocent—not even a basis of a charge let alone a crime (38; cf 
19:4, 6, 12) 

N. Pilate offers to set free a prisoner (39-40)  

1. Jews request Barabbas 

a. Barabbas: ‘a son of a father’; contrast with Jesus ‘The Son of the 
Father’!  

b. He was a lestes: ‘one who seizes plunder’: thief; some 1st c 
authors use the word to depict guerilla warriors—from a 
nationalistic perspective—hence, Mark 15:7 he participated in a 
murderous rebellion  
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18:28-19:16 Jesus Before Pilate 

A. Pilate had Jesus flogged (1; cf Luke 23:13-16) 

1. 3 floggings: 

a. Fustigatio: less severe, but still brutal: minor offenses—
hooliganism 

b. Flagellatio: brutal flogging administered to criminals guilty of 
serious offenses  

c. Verberatio: worst flogging; always associated with other 
punishments including crucifixion; victim is stripped and tied to a 
post; beaten by several torturers/executioners until they are 
exhausted; used a whip whose leather thongs have bone and lead 
woven into it; may result in death  

2. Why would Pilate order an innocent man to be flogged? 

a. Note: Pilate affirms Jesus’ innocence 4 times (18:38; 19:4, 6, 12) 

b. He was clearly trying to appease the Jews and, yet, hoping to free 
a man he thought was innocent (see 4-6) 

c. Cp Luke 23:16: ‘I will, therefore, punish him and release him’ 

B. Furthermore, (for the purpose of mocking Him): 

1. Placed crown of thorns on His head (2)  

2. Purple robe 

a. Symbolizes Hellenistic vassal kings 

b. Hence, ‘Hail, King of the Jews’ (3) 

c. Irony: He is the King of the Jews  

3. Struck Him in the face 

C. Pilate brings out a bloodied, disfigured Jesus and proclaims:  

1. I find no guilt in Him (4) 

2. ‘Behold, here is the man!’ (Lt ecce homo)  

3. Nothing short of death, however, would satisfy the Jews who reply, 
‘Crucify, Crucify’ (6, 15) 

D. You take Him and crucify Him  

E. He made himself out to be the Son of God (7; cf Lev 24:16) 

1. This, of course, was not an issue to Rome; i.e., there is nothing here 
worthy of death  
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F. When Pilate, therefore, heard this word he was even more afraid (8) why?: 

1. ‘This word’ refers to their unwillingness to lay down: Thus,  Pilate feared 
that he would have to punish an innocent man:  

2. ‘This word’ refers to the statement about Jesus as a ‘son of god’: Thus, 
Pilate feared that Jesus was some divine-man (in a Roman sense of 
course) whom he had just had beaten 

G. Pilate questions Jesus again inside the Praetorium (9) 

1. ‘Where are you from?’  

a. Of course, this was one of the purposes in John (cf 1:1, 14, 18) 

2. Thus, Jesus ‘gave no answer’; which irritates Pilate (cf Isa 53:7) 

H.  ‘I have authority’ (10)  

1. Jesus asserts God’s sovereignty (11; cf Rom 13; Prov 8:15)  

2. Though not as guilty as the one who handed Jesus over; guilt from 
initiating the procedure 

3. Of whom is Jesus speaking?  

a. Regularly used of Judas (cf 6:71; 13:21; 18:2) 

b. Used of Jesus’ accusers who handed Him over to Pilate (18:30, 35) 

c. Caiaphas: Pilate’s counterpart (cf 11:49-53; Mark 14:61-64) 

I. From then on Pilate was seeking to release Him (12) 

J. Jews cried out: if you release Him, ‘you are no friend of Caesar’  

K. When Pilate therefore heard these words (13)  

1. Brought Jesus out and sat down on the Bema seat: Judge’s seat (cf 2 Cor 
5:10) 

2. Place called ‘The Pavement’; in Aramaic ‘Gabbatha’ (‘the ridge’?; 
meaning uncertain) 

L. Friday, about 12:00 pm (6th hour) (14) 

M. ‘Behold, your king!’ (14, 15) 

N. ‘Take Him away, take Him away, crucify Him’: ‘we have no king but Caesar’  

O. Jesus handed over to be crucified (16) 

 

19:17-30 The Crucifixion of Jesus 

A. Bearing His own cross (17): Refers to the crossbar (Lt. patibulum) 
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B. Location: “Place of the Skull” (Aram. Golgotha; Lt. Calvaria)  

1. Located near a main road 

2. Location of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre may be correct  

C. They crucified Him (18)  

1. Victim was usually naked—though a loin cloth was used in Palestine 

D. 2 Criminals crucified with Him (cf Isa 53:12) 

1. Matthew and Mark call them lestai; robbers, insurrectionists; John used 
this word of Barabbas; led to the suggestion that these men were 
associates of Barabbas 

E. Placard atop the Cross: read ‘Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews’ (19)  

1. Written in: (20) 

a. Aramaic; language of the Palestinian people 

b. Latin; language of the Roman army and Gov’t 

c. Greek: language of the people and culture of the Empire  

F. Soldiers cast lots for His garments (23-24) 

1. 1 garment for each; Belt, sandals, head covering, and outer robe 
(himation) 

2. However, there remained a seamless tunic (chiton): Seamless tunic would 
have been more valuable if it remained in 1 piece 

a. Therefore, they cast lots and fulfilled Scripture (Ps 22:18) 

G. Many women attended the crucifixion (25) 

1. Mother (Mary); her sister (Salome? Mark 15:40; Matt 27:56-57); Mary 
the wife of Clopas (i.e., Mary the mother of James and Joses); Mary 
Magdalene (Mary of Magdala—on the Western shore of Galilee; 2-3 
miles north of Tiberius; Luke 8:2) 

2. Jesus entrusts the care of His mother to John (26-27) 

H. Jesus exclaims: ‘I am thirsty’ (28; cf Ps 69:21; or, Ps 22:15; Ps 42:2; 63:1?) 

1. Gave him wine-vinegar (29)  

a. Not the same as the ‘wine mixed with myrrh (Mark 15:23); 
sedative 

b. Cheap, sour wine  

c. Prolonged suffering by prolonging life  

I. Jesus utters: ‘It is Finished’ (30; cf John 10:17-18) 
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J. Gave up His Spirit (30) 

 

19:31-37 The Piercing of Jesus’ Side 

A. Because it was Friday (31; see 19:14 and 13:1) 

1. Special Sabbath: because it was a Sabbath during a feast; but also 
because the Sabbath fell the day after the Passover  

2. Mosaic Law insisted that anyone who was hung was cursed and the land 
was cursed if he hung overnight (Deut 21:22-23) 

3. Request made for the legs to be broken  

a. Broken with an iron mallet (crurifragium)  

b. Prevented the victim from pushing up with his legs to keep the 
chest cavity open 

4. Result is death by asphyxiation 

B. Jesus was already dead (33) 

1. Did not break His legs  

a. This was to fulfill (36)?: Exod 12:46 and Num 9:12: no bone of the 
Passover lamb may be broken: Ps 34:20: the Righteous man who 
suffers but is under the care of God 

2. Pierced his side (34; 7:37-39) 

a. Blood and water poured out (Carson 623) 

b. Cf Ps 22:14; Num 20:11 

c. This was to fulfill (37): Isa 53:5; Zech 12:10 

C. John saw himself and bears witness (35) 

 

19:38-42 Burial of Jesus 

A. Joseph of Arimathea requests the body (with Nicodemus) (38-39; Isa 53:9) 

1. Cf Matt 27:57; Mark 15:43; Luke 23:51: he was rich, a member of the 
Sanhedrin, and looking for the kingdom of God; mentioned in all 4 
Gospels 

2. Burial 

a. Under Roman law the bodies of executed criminals were handed 
over to the next of kin for burial; but not in the case of those 
killed for treason—these were left for the vultures or wild animals 
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b. Jews, however, never allowed a person to go unburied (hence, 
the shame of Judas Acts 1:18) 

c. Such persons, however, could not be buried in family tombs lest 
they defile those already buried in them; hence, they provided a 
burial site for criminals just outside the city 

B. Spices: myrrh and aloes; 65 lbs (39) 

1. Not an exorbitant amount: customary to use large quantities—especially 
for the wealthy 

a. Herod’s funeral 500 slaves brought the spices 

2. Myrrh was a fragrant resin used by the Egyptians in embalming; but the 
Jews rendered it into powdered form and used it only to combat the odor 

C. Wrapped in linens (40) 

1. With a separate cloth for the head (20:7) 

D. Placed in a Garden tomb near the Cross (41)  

 

20:1-18 Jesus Rises and Appears to Mary 

A. 1st day of the week, while it was still dark (1) 

1. Mark 16:1 Women brought spices to anoint Jesus (cf Luke 23:56) 

B. Mary Magdalene (assuredly not alone; Mark 16:1ff; Luke 24:1ff; Matt 28:1); the 
‘we’ of 20:2 may be explained several ways 

1. Odd that the 1st testimony to the Resurrection was:Woman (whose 
testimony was legally invalid in Jewish courts); and John only mentions 
one anyway 

a. A woman who had 7 demons (Luke 8:2) 

2. ‘They have taken the Lord’ (2)  

C. Mary informs Peter and John who race to the tomb (2-4) 

1. Bent over to look in (5); suggests a cave tomb 

2. Find the grave clothes inside in an orderly fashion 

D. John enters: saw and believed (8; cf 29) 

E. Disciples went away (10) 

F. But, Mary was standing outside (11) 

1. Saw 2 angels (12) 

G. Angels ask why she is crying (13) 
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H. Mary responds that someone has taken the body  

I. Jesus appears (Mary is probably still crying and doesn’t look up because she 
thinks it’s only the gardener) (14) 

1. Note Jesus is not immediately recognized on other occasions as well (cf 
Luke 24:16; Mark 16:12; John 21:4) 

2. Jesus repeats the angels question (15) 

3. Followed by: ‘whom do you seek’?  

4. Then, He says ‘Mary’ (16) 

5. ‘Rabbouni’: She probably recognizes the voice and clings to Jesus (17) 

a. Cf 10:3-4, 14, 27 ‘My sheep hear My voice’ 

6. Jesus responds: ‘stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My 
Father’  

a. She doesn’t need to cling on to Him because He hasn’t ascended 
to the Father and, thus, there is still more time 

7. Mary is to inform the brothers—disciples (18)—that Jesus has risen and 
will ascend  

 

20:19-23 Jesus Appears to the Disciples minus Thomas (cf Luke 24:36-42) 

A. Sunday night (of the Resurrection) Gathered in the room? The doors were 
locked; for fear of the Jews (19) 

B. Jesus appears  

1. ‘Peace be with you’:  

2. Shows them His hands and His side (20)  

3. As the Father sent Me, I also send you (21) 

a. 17:18; Isa 43:10; Matt 28:18-20 (each Gospel ends with a 
commissioning) 

b. The disciples do not take over His mission; His mission continues 
through them; they carried on His work; they did not begin a new 
one 

C. He breathed (on them) and said ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ (22)  

1. Fulfills what is anticipated in the Farewell Discourse 

2. Tied with the commissioning: ‘after saying these things’ 

3. Cf LXX Gen 2:7 and Ezek 37:9-10 

4. Fulfills 1:32-34 
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5. John wrote one volume and not two: thus, he places the Pentecost 
events here fully aware of the Lukan setting 

a. Why, because he has stressed the giving of the Spirit throughout 
his upper room discourse  

D. If you forgive/retain any of their sins they are forgiven/retained (23) 

1. Cp Matt 16:19; 18:18 

2. Result of the preaching of the Gospel?  

3. ‘Binding and loosing’: Semitic world meant judges declaring guilty or 
innocent;  

 

20:24-29 Jesus appears to the Eleven including Thomas  

A. Thomas was not present (24)  

1. Thomas had proclaimed that unless he sees Him and touches Him he will 
not believe—emphatic negation (cf 4:48) 

a. ‘Put my finger where the nails were’ (25) 

B. One Week Later: ‘eight days’ counting inclusively is the following Sunday (26) 

1. Still in Jerusalem 

b. Feast of Unleavened bread had just ended and Sat was the 
Sabbath 

c. Might have expected them to head home on this day 

2. Jesus appears even though the doors were locked 

3. Jesus says to Thomas: ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it into my side’  

C. Thomas exclaims: ‘My Lord and My God’ (cf 1:1, 14, 18; 14:9) 

1. Primary example of what 5:23 means  

D. Jesus bestows a blessing (29) 

1. Because you have seen you believe 

2. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed  

a. Jesus builds on the faith of Thomas and extending it to the next 
generation who will not see  
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20:30-31 Purpose of the Gospel  

A. Therefore, (because those who have not seen and believed are blessed) this 
book was written (that they might believe even though they haven’t seen) (30-
31) 

1. On the one hand Jesus did many other things: I.e., things that were seen 
by us 

2. On the other hand this is written so you may believe (1:12-13): I.e., you 
who haven’t seen can believe based on our testimony  

B. Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (1:41; 1:49) 

 

21:1-25 Epilogue 

21:1-14 Jesus Appears by the Sea of Galilee 

A. Jesus manifested Himself again (1: cf 1:31; 2:11; 17:6) 

B. Sea of Tiberius/Galilee  

C. 7 Disciples present (2) 

1. Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, sons of Zebedee (James and John), and 2 
others went out fishing 

2. Went fishing  

a. Went in obedience (Mark 14:28; 16:7) 

b. Peter jumps into the water the moment he recognizes that it is 
Jesus (7) 

3. Caught nothing (3)  

D. Early in the morning Jesus arrives (4) 

1. Orders them to cast net on the right side  

2. Great number of fish (6): 153 fish (11) 

3. Immediately John realizes it must be Jesus: ‘It is the Lord’ (7) 

a. Perhaps recalling the previous episode (Luke 5:1-10) 

4. Peter jumps into the sea  

5. Other disciples came in the boat dragging the net full of fish (8) 

E. Fire already burning (9)  

1. Fish and bread: In his flesh Jesus washed their feet; now the risen Lord 
still serves them: a hot breakfast after a night of toil 

a. Though they contribute some of their catch (10) 
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2. Peter hauls in the net himself 

3. 153 fish? (11) 

a. Perhaps someone simply counted; since they tried unsuccessfully 
all night, to suddenly haul in such a great catch was worthy of 
counting 

b. Many have speculated greatly as to the importance of this 
number  

c. Jerome argued that the naturalist Oppian catalogued 153 species 
of fish; thus, this represented all human beings without distinction  

4. Net was not torn  

a. Symbolizes that though the harvest of converts is great the nets 
are sufficient?  

F. Jesus invites them ‘come’ (12; cf 1:39) 

G. They knew it was the Lord, yet, no one dared to ask if it was Him  

H. Jesus feeds them (13) 

I. 3rd time Jesus was manifested after he was raised (14) 

 

21:15-24 Jesus Reinstates Peter  

A. Jesus questions Peter (15) 

B. Do you love me more than these? (15, 16, 17) 

1. These: more than you love these disciples; fishing gear; or more than 
these disciples love me (assuming their presence); or more than he loves 
these men?  

2. Peter confesses his love for Christ 3 times (as many as he denied Him) 

a. If this dialogue was in Aramaic (which it probably was), then no 
parallels would exist in the usage of various terms for ‘love’ as 
some contend 

b. Even the Greek terms ‘agapao’ and ‘phileo’ are used 
interchangeably in this Gospel 

(1) Father loves the Son and both verbs are used (3:35; 5:20)  

3. ANE custom of repeating a matter 3 times before witnesses in order to 
convey solemn obligation  

C. Peter answers: ‘yes, Lord, you know that I do’ (15, 16, 17) 

D. Jesus replies: ‘Tend My lambs’; ‘Shepherd My sheep’; ‘Tend My sheep’ (15, 16, 
17): Pastoral emphasis  



Dalrymple  Gospel of John 

 68 

E. Peter was grieved (17) 

F. Truly, Truly (18) 

1. Jesus predicts Peters martyrdom (18) 

2. When you were young vs when you are old: you will ‘stretch out your 
hands’  

a. Idiom for: crucifixion?  

3. Stretch out your hands, someone else will dress him, and lead him were 
he does not want to go 

4. Jesus indicated what kind of death he would glorify God (19) 

a. Just as Jesus glorified the Father through His death, so does Peter 
(cf 12:27-28; 13:31-32; 17:1; 1 Pet 4:14-16) 

5. Follow Me  

6. Jesus and Peter take a private walk? (with John following 20) 

G. Peter asks about John (21) 

H. Jesus replies: ‘none of our business’; ‘You follow Me’ (that is your business) (22) 

1. If I want him to remain  

2. Jesus did not mean that he would not die—though that is how some took 
it (23)  

I. This is the disciple (24) 

1. The writer of this Gospel is the beloved disciple  

J. We know that his testimony is true  

1. We: the elders of the church at Ephesus  

2. We: writer and his disciples 

3. We: editorial ‘we’ 

a. Common in Johannine epistles (1 John 1:2, 4, 5, 6, 7; 3 John 12) 

b. Paul refers to himself in the 3rd person (2 Cor 12:2-4)  

c. John 1:14 ‘we beheld his glory’ 

K. Wrote them down  

1. Himself or through another   

a. Amanuensis had certain freedoms (cp Rom 16:22) 

2. Doesn’t matter: ‘one who bears witness of these things’ implies 
eyewitness testimony 
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21:25 The Greatness of Jesus 

A. Jesus did many other things (25) 

1. In all they ‘beheld His glory’ (cf 1:14) 
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