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Gospel of Luke 

 

Chapter 19 

19:1-10 Zacchaeus meets Jesus  

A. Jesus enters Jericho (1; enroute to Jerusalem: 17 mi) 

B. Zacchaeus: chief tax collector; wealthy; short/young (2-3) 

1. Wanted to know who Jesus was!  

2. Trying to ‘see/seek’ Jesus (3); 

3. Climbed a sycamore fig tree (4; not the most dignified act for an adult/ let alone a 

wealthy ruler!) 

C. Jesus calls Zacchaeus down (knowledge of his name may have been evidence for Zacchaeus 

of Jesus’ person) 

D. Jesus requests to eat at his home (5) 

1. ‘I must’  

2. Jesus goes and becomes the guest of a ‘sinner’ (7) 

3. One who has a disregard for the Law and especially the customs of the Pharisees 

4. Because (19:10) came to seek and save the lost! 

E. They all began to grumble (7) 

F. Zacchaeus responds (8; cf 3:10-14) 

1. ‘Lord’  

2. ½ possession to the poor (cf 18:22); Give 4x to those he defrauded (excessive; cf Exod 

22:1; Lev 6:5; Num 5:6-7; 2 Sam 12:6) 

a. Greek is present tense (compare ESV, NET) 

4. Why is he not asked to give all as the rich ruler was? (cf 18:22)  

a. For Jesus, it has to do with including in one’s circle those who are unable to 

reciprocate (14:12-14); and making friends without expectation of return (6:35-36; 

16:9) 

b. Zacchaeus wasn’t using his wealth to procure honor and friends; he was a social 

outcast who put his money into the service of the needy and justice  

G. Salvation has come to this house (9; cf 10:1-1:18; 16:25-34; 18:1-11) 

1. Salvation refers to the restoration to the community! ?  

H. Son of Man came to seek and save the lost (10; cf Ezek 34) 

 

19:11-27 Parable of the Minas   

A. While they were listening to these things (11) 

B. Near Jerusalem and they supposed the KOG was coming immediately (11) 
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C. Man of noble birth went to have himself appointed king and return (12) 

1. Harsh (22); worse than in Matt because he has those who don’t want him king slain in his 

presence (27) 

2. Hated by his servants (14)  

3. They don’t want him to be king (14)  

D. Gave servants 10 minas (13) 

1. 100 days wages  

2. Do business: implies earn a profit  

E. Servants hated him (14) 

F. Returns to find out what His servants did with His money (15) 

G. 1
st
 Servant earned 10 more—1,000% (16) 

1. Take charge of 10 cities (17)  

H. 2
nd

 Servant earned 5 more—500% (18) 

1. Take charge of 5 cities (19) 

I. 3
rd

 Servant gave the mina back: hid it in a cloth—unused (20) 

1. He was afraid (21) 

2. Judgment will fall on those who reject the coming KOG  

J. King responds that if you thought I was a hard man then you should have invested it (22-23) 

1. Reward is taken away  (24)  

K. Thus, he who has nothing even what he has will be taken away (26) 

L. Those enemies who do not want me to be King: kill them in front of me (27) 

 

19:28-44 Jesus enters Jerusalem Triumphantly 

A. Jesus went ahead; going to Jerusalem (28) 

B. Nears the Mt of Olives (29, 37; Zech 14:4) 

C. Sent 2 disciples (unknown) ahead to the village opposite you (unknown) (29-30) 

D. Find a colt—no one has ridden—untie it and bring it to me (31-32; Gen 49:11?) 

1. Colt of a donkey and not a war horse (Zech 9:9) 

E. People (disciples) hail Him; spread garments in the road; singing Ps 118:26— All befitting a 

royal figure (36-38; cf 13:35)   

1. ‘One who comes in the Name of the Lord’: is David/King  

2. Ps 118 was used in the annual rite of reenthronement; and later in conjunction with the 

Feast of Tabernacles 

F. Pharisees, however, reject such adulation (39) 

1. They did not recognize the ‘time of God’s visitation’ (44)  
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2. Pharisees confirm that they remain opposed to Jesus; note: this is the last reference to 

Pharisees in the gospel 

i. ‘Some’ means that they did not all reject Him  

3. ‘Disciples’ suggests that it is they who are praising Jesus and not so much the crowds  

G. If they don’t the stones will (40)  

H. Jesus’ response indicates that their rejection of Him will result in the destruction of Jerusalem 

(41-44)  

I. Prophetic lament (cf Jer 9:1; 13:!7; 14:17; Amos 5:1-3) 

1. Weeps (41) 

J. They did not recognize (42, 44) 

1. The things that make for peace  

i. Shalom: restoration to the community; not towards Rome  

2. The time of their visitation! (44) 

i. This is the key charge against them 

3. Visitation relates to God’s coming to bring salvation (1:68; 7:16) and judgment (10:8-15) 

K. Judgment on Jerusalem entails 5 images of military conquest (43-44); each ending with 

‘you’; in terms reminiscent of Nebuchadnezzar’s conquest (Isa 29:3; 37:33; Jer 6:6, 15; 

10:15; 52:4-5; Ezek 4:1-3; 21:22) 

1. Enemies will throw up a bank before ‘you’ 

2. Surround ‘you’ 

3. Hem ‘you’ in  

4. Level ‘you’ to the ground 

5. Not leave in ‘you’ one stone upon another (44)  

 

19:45-24:53  In Jerusalem; Passion and Resurrection  

19:45-48 Jesus clear the Temple  

A. He entered the Temple (45) 

B. Began to drive out people  

1. Same term used for driving out demons in Luke  

C. Cites Jer 7:11; see Jer 7:3-14 (46; cf Isa 56:7) 

1. Temple is supposed to be a house of prayer for the nations (Isa 56:7; cf Luke 1:10, 13; 

2:29-32, 37; 18:9-14; 24:53; Acts 3:1) 

2. But you have made it a den of robbers (Jer 7:11)  

D. Teaching daily in the Temple (47) 

1. Necessarily follows His denunciation of the temple  

E. Leaders ‘were trying to destroy him’ (47) 
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20:1-21:38 Teaching in the Temple  

20:1-21:4 Conflict with the Jerusalem Leaders  

 

Chapter 20 
20:1-8 Sanhedrin questions Jesus’ authority  

 

A. Teaching the people in the Temple (1) 

B. ‘What authority are you doing these things?’ or ‘who gave you this authority’ (2)  

1. Answer is provided in the parable that follows; The Father sent Him! (13) 

C. Thus, He asks if they accept John as from heaven or men (4) 

1. Jesus suggests that one’s authority comes either from men or from God  

D. They refuse to answer (7)  

1. Earlier they had  refused to be baptized by John (7:30) 

2. Fear the people (6) 

E. Neither will I tell you (8) 

1. Though He does in parable form (9-19)  

 

20:9-19 Parable of the wicked tenants  

A. Tells the people (9) 

1. The brunt of the parable is still the scribes and chief priests (19) 

B. Man planted a vineyard (9; Ps 80:8-13; Isa 27:2; Jer 2:21; Ezek 19:10-14; Hos 10:1) 

1. OT: represents Israel; Isa 5:1-7 

2. The vineyard Israel and the tenants the leadership!! (cf 20:19) 

a. Obedience to God is not based on birthright or religious training; but on 

obedience—behavior (cf 3:7-9) 

C. Sent servants (prophets) (10) 

1. Slave is used of the prophets in the OT (1 Kings 14:18; 15:29; Isa 20:3; 44:26) 

2. Could include JTB here also (20:4-7) 

D. Beat them (11-13; cf 11:47-51) 

E. Sent His son (13)  

1. Cf God’s affirmation of Jesus (3:22) 

2. The Son would have the full authority of the father—as heir 

3. ‘Beloved son’: Cf Abraham and Isaac (Gen 22:2) 

F. They killed Him (15) 

1. As the authorities desired to do to Jesus (19:47) 
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G. What will the owner do to them? (15) 

1. He does not destroy the vineyard as in Isa 5 

H. So the owner will destroy the vinegrowers and give the vineyard to others (16) 

1. Note: ‘destroy’ in 19:47—they were trying to destroy Him; and it is they who will be 

destroyed!  

2. ‘Others’: not specified here but later it is Jesus and the Apostles (22:28-30; Acts 1:1-11) 

I. Strong negative reaction: may it never be! (16) 

J. Jesus explains: this is what it means: ‘The stone the builders rejected’ (17; Ps 118:22; Dan 

2:34-35, 44-45; Acts 4:11; 1 Pet 2:7) 

1. Cf Stone of 19:44 

K. They looked for a way to arrest Him because they knew He spoke about them (19) 

 

20:20-26 Jesus encourages to give to Caesar what is Caesar’s  

A. They sent spies who pretended to be honest (20) 

1. They: the scribes and chief priests of 19 

2. Trying to ‘catch’ Him (20, 26) 

a. To deliver Him to the governor (20) 

i. If He says don’t pay taxes, then He is a rebel to be executed 

b. In the presence of the people (26)  

i. If He says pay the taxes, then He loses face with people  

B. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar? (22)  

1. If Jesus were a king then He would refuse to pay taxes to a rival ruler; If He allows 

payment then He is no king 

C. Jesus detected their trickery (23)  

D. Asks for a coin (24) 

1. In producing the coin they are forced to acknowledge Roman sovereignty  

2. ‘Such sovereignty was a fact of life that they carried around in their pockets every day’ 

(Bock, 1607) 

3. Note: they have the coin not Jesus  

E. ‘Give to Caesar what is Caesars’ (25; cp. 23:2) 

F. They became silent (26) 

 

20:27-40 Sadducees question Jesus on marriage 

A. Sadducees question Jesus (27-33)  

1. Note this is the first time the Sadducees have been introduced 
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2. Stems from the levirate provision in which a brother is responsible to marry his sister-in-

law, if childless, in order to perpetuate his brother’s family (Deut 25:5; Gen 38:6-11; 

Ruth 3:9-4:10) 

3. Sadducees pose an extreme circumstance to show—what they believe to be—the 

absurdity of an afterlife 

B. Jesus responds: there is neither marriage in Heaven nor death (35-36) 

1. Jesus contrasts two sorts of people (sons of this age and those worthy of that age); two 

ages (this age and that age); and two forms of practice (marriage and no marriage) 

- The sons    of this age marry and consent to marriage  

 

- Those considered worthy    in that age do not marry  

resurrection 

2. Two sets of persons: 

a. One oriented towards this age  (34): with its concerns for honor and reciprocity 

i. Such persons are characterized as ‘faithless’ and ‘wicked’ (7:31; 9:41; 

11:29-32; 16:8-9) 

b. Those who are worthy of that age and the resurrection (35) 

i. Worthy: because they are not self-promoting and self-justifying? (10:29; 

16:15; 18:9; 6:35-36) 

3. First, man will be like the angels in Heaven 

C. Jesus quickly turns the question to the resurrection (37-38) 

1. God is the God of the living (refers to Exod 3:6, 15); God was still the God of the long 

dead patriarchs 

2. I.e., Abraham, Isaac and Jacob must still be alive 

3. ‘For all live to Him’ (38) 

D. Scribes respond, ‘you have spoken well’ (39)  

E. Do not have the courage to question Him (40)  

1. They respond first with ‘we don’t know’ (7) 

2. Then they became silent (26) 

3. Now they don’t even have the courage to ask questions (40) 

 

20:41-44 Jesus questions them  

A. Jesus questions them (41) 

B. How could David call his own son ‘Lord’? citing Ps 110 (42-43) 

1. David’s son (2 Sam 7:12-14)  

2. Jewish belief acknowledged that Ps 110 was Messianic  

3. 1
st
 Lord (in Ps 110:1) is God; then the 2

nd
 must be the Messiah 
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4. Thus, how could David refer to his own son as one greater than him? (44) 

 

20:45-21:4 Jesus warns the people of the Teachers of the Law  

A. He said to His disciples—while the people were listening (45) 

B. Beware/Watch out (46; cf 12:1; which they do: 22:24) 

C. Walk around in long robes; Love respectful greetings; chief seats in synagogues; and places 

of honor at banquets (46; cf 11:43) 

1. All four phrases indicate claims to advanced social positions  

2. Cf 14:8-11 

F. Devour widows houses and offer long prayers for appearance (47) 

1. They care only about being seen and outward piety; they care about being seen and not 

for widows 

2. Devour widows houses: live off the kindness of them and still demand large Temple gifts 

and contributions 

3. Long prayers: give a pretense that they care for the widow; or just another means of 

gaining honor within the temple  

G. They will be punished most severely 

1. They are seeking greater honor and instead receive greater judgment   

 

 

Chapter 21 
21:1-4 Widow gives all she had  

A. Saw the rich putting gifts into the treasury (1) 

B. Gave 2 lepta (2)  

1. 132 lepta equals a denarius 

C. She put in more than all of them 

D. Key: ‘All she had’ (4) 

 

21:5-38 The Coming of the End  

21:5-28 Jesus teachings on the destruction of Jerusalem and the end times 

A. Still located in the Temple (5) 

1. In the presence of the disciples and the people  

2. Luke apparently wanted to give a public setting as the climax of Jesus teaching  

B. Some were talking (5) 

C. Destruction of the Jerusalem and the Temple (6)  

1. Not one stone left upon another (19:44)  



Dalrymple    Gospel of Luke 19-24 and Passion of Jesus 

 76 

D. When will ‘these things’ happen and what will be the sign when these things are about to take 

place? (7) 

1. Jesus’ response addresses both the destruction of the temple and the End  

E. Answer: see that you are not misled (8-11); (make up your minds to prepare beforehand; 

14) 

1. Misled: used sometimes in the OT for seduction to idolatry (Deut 4:19; 11:28; 30:1; Ezek 

14:11; 44:10-15 

a. Warning to watch out for false and seductive interpretation of the events to come 

2. False prophets: do not follow them 

a. Say: I am He; The time is at hand 

3. Wars and rumors of wars: do not be frightened (9) 

4. These things must happen first: end will not come right away 

5. Nation against nation (10) 

a. 8-9 reference events in Palestine; while 10-11 are global 

6. Also: earthquakes, famines, pestilence, and signs from heaven (11) 

F. Disciples will be persecuted (12) 

1. Happens before These things (12) 

a. That is, before the destruction of Jerusalem the disciples can expect persecution 

G. Persecution before the courts ‘for my name’s sake’! (12-15; cf 17) 

1. Synagogues and prisons; Kings and governors 

a. Before both Jews and Gentiles (Acts 4:1-22; 5:17-40; 9:22-25; 18:12; 23:33-

24:27; 25:1-26:32)  

H. This will lead for an opportunity to witness (13); or it will be a witness to them 

I. The Lord will speak through us (15; 12:11-12; Acts 6:10) 

J. Betrayal by friends and close relatives; and hatred by all men (16-19) 

K. Not a hair of your head will perish(18)  

1. Physical death promised to some in 21:16  

2. Eternal life promised in 21:19 

L. Fall of Jerusalem (20-24); Note: now Jesus appears to begin to take up the question of v 7 

1. When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies (20)  

a. These are the days of vengeance (22); denotes divine judgment! (Cf 20:9-18)  

b. Trampled on by the Gentiles: recalls the nations as the means of YHWH’s 

judgment on Israel (Ezek 39:23; Dan 2:44; 8:13-14; Zech 12:3) 

2. Recognize that her desolation is present; but not the End  

a. Luke leaves no doubt that the desolation of Jerusalem is not associated with the 

End  
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3. Those in Judea flee (21) 

a. It will be severe; especially for pregnant women and nursing mothers (23) 

4. All things must be fulfilled (22) 

5. Then Jerusalem will be trampled on by Gentiles (24; Cf Dan 8:13; Zech 12:3) 

6. Last until the times of the Gentiles must be fulfilled (24) 

a. A temporary season in which the Gentiles have joined the covenant community, 

which gives way to the consummation/end?  

B. Changes the topic to the 2
nd

 Coming (25-28): Indication that all nations; terror of the world: 

befit the 2
nd

 coming and not the destruction of Jerusalem; how much time between them is 

not given; only ‘the end does not follow immediately’ (21:8) 

1. Signs are evident (25-26): signs are associated with the coming Day of the Lord and thus 

a Theophany 

a. Signs in the sun, moon, and stars (25) 

i. Cf Isa 13:11, 13; Ezek 32:7-8; Joel 2:10, 30-31 

b. Confusion among the nations  

i. Cf Isa 8:22; 13:4 

c. Fear among the people (26) 

i. Cf Isa 5:30; 17:12; Jonah 5:30 

d. Powers of the heavens will be shaken  

2. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud (27; Dan 7:13; Isa 19:1; Ps 18:2-3)  

3. Result is fear for the people and encouragement for the disciples (26, 28) 

a. They should respond with confidence; heads lifted (28)  

4. Your ‘redemption is drawing near’ (28); cp ‘KOG is near’ (31) 

a. Redemption in 1:68 and 2:38 referred to the coming of God on behalf of Israel 

and Jerusalem  

 

21:29-33 Parable of the fig tree 

A. Behold the fig tree (29) 

1. Point is that one should understand the prophetic discernment and act appropriately (cf 

10:13-15; 11:29-32) 

B. ‘These things’ (31) 

1. Refers to the ‘these things’ of v 7 and, therefore, the events surrounding the destruction 

of Jerusalem? 

2. Or; refers to the ‘these things’ of v 28 and, therefore, the 2
nd

 coming? 
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C. KOG is near (31) 

1. Luke has emphasized the presence of the KOG in the ministry of Jesus; but he has also 

accented the future coming of the KOG in the eschaton; as he does here (cf 11:2; 14:15; 

17:20; 19:11) 

D. ‘This generation’ will not pass away (32)  

1. Refers to the generation alive?  

a. Interestingly, the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70) occurred exactly one 

generation (40 yrs) later 

2. In Luke, ‘this generation’ has referred to a people who are resistant to the purpose of God 

(cf 7:31; 9:41; 11:29-32, 50-51; 16:8; 17:25) 

E. My words will not pass away (33)  

 

21:34-38 Conclusion  

A. Be on your guard! (34) 

1. Day will come suddenly and unexpectedly to those who are not prepared (34)  

2. The delay in the eschaton may bring about the temptation to faithlessness (cf 12:45-46; 

17:24) 

B. Suddenly and upon all who dwell on the face of the earth (34-35) 

C. Watch and pray (36) 

1. Instead of being drunk and constantly worried, they are to be alert and praying 

2. In order that you may have strength to escape (cf 22:40, 46!) 

3. And to stand before the Son of Man (Ps 1) 

 

 

22:1-23:56 The Suffering and Death of Jesus  

 

Chapter 22 

22:1-38 The Last Supper  

22:1-6 Judas brokers a deal with the Sanhedrin 

A. Passover feast was approaching (1) 

1. Passover: occurs in the Spring: 14
th
 day of the 7

th
 month of Nisan 

a. Commemorates the deliverance of God of His people from oppression  

b. Therefore, this ceremony evokes a motif of national liberation and was a ripe 

time for civil disturbance  

2. Unleavened Bread: occurs on the 15
th
 day of Nisan and lasts 7 days (Lev 24:3-8) 

a. Commemorates the eating of only unleavened bread on the eve of the Exodus 

(Exod 12; 23:25; 34:18) 
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B. Scribes and Chief Priests (Sanhedrin) were looking for a way to ‘put Him to death’ (2) 

C. But, they were afraid of the people (2, 6) 

D. Satan enters Judas (3; 4:13) 

E. Judas agrees to betray Jesus for a sum of money (5) 

F. Judas seeks an opportunity (6)  

 

22:7-23 The Last Supper  

A. 1
st
 day of unleavened bread (7)  

B. Peter and John go and make provisions (8) 

1. Preparations include the purchasing of a lamb and other food necessary for the meal; 

sacrifice of the lamb, roasting the lamb, securing a room 

2. Meal was to be eaten as a family group (Exod 12:3-4) 

3. Jesus is therefore the head of a household and His kin are the disciples  

C. Man carrying water pot (10) 

D. Follow him and he will show you a room (10-12)  

E. Reclined at the table (14) 

1. Jesus and the Apostles (14) 

F. Eat with you before I suffer (15) 

G. Eat again until it is fulfilled in the KOG (16) 

1. It: the Passover: it has past, present, and future references  

2. He awaits the eschatological meal (Isa 25:6-9; Luke 12:35-37; 13:28-29; 14:15) 

H. Jesus institutes the Lord’s supper (17-18)  

1. More likely the 2
nd

 cup at this point 

2. Jesus views His own death as the fulfillment of the Passover 

3. This is my body; given for you (19) 

4. Remembrance of Me (19); significant aspect of the Passover  

a. Remembrance is not merely a past reflection but meant to affect how one lives in 

the present and future 

b. Therefore, they are to remember Him by sharing such meals together 

consistently; and to follow His model by including the outsider, being servants at 

such meals, not worrying about status, honor, and the like 

c. ‘A meal in memory of Jesus is one which celebrates and prolongs His lifestyle of 

justice and of serving the Father’s food to all’ (Karris, Luke, 68) 

5. Take this cup(20) 

a. Cup signifies salvation (Ps 23:5; 116:13) and judgment (Ps 75:8; Isa 51:17, 22) 

b. Blood poured out: signifies violent death and sacrifice  
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6. New covenant in my blood 

a. Jer 31:31-34; Exod 24:8 

b. These verses support the fact that this covenant is ‘new’ not by replacing the old, 

but in continuity with the old 

c. Jesus’ death ‘is said to atone for the sins of the people and thus to enable their 

participation in the renewed eschatological covenant with God’ (Green, 763)  

I. Betrayer is with me at the table (21-23) 

1. Betrayer is in stark contrast to the actions of Jesus  

2. ‘Woe to that man by whom He is betrayed’ (22) 

3. Disciples discuss whom it might be (23) 

 

22:24-30 

A. Dispute over which was the greatest (24) 

1. After debating which one was the betrayer they now debate who is the greatest!  

2. If the presence of a betrayer is stunning so too is their seeking honor and status!  They 

have all betrayed the principles of the KOG as Jesus has taught!  

3. They have not heard or understood what Jesus has just told them 

B. This is the way the kings of the earth behave (25) 

1. They lord it over; but not with them; standard categories will not do; social upheaval is 

necessary 

2. ‘Benefactors’: the wealthy in a city did not pay taxes but contributed time and money in 

the service of the city 

a. Their ‘benefaction’—helping out the city which was often in an economic 

deficit—gave them legitimation and made them deserving of public office and 

prestige in the community 

b. Only the wealthy could thus attain status and leadership in the city 

C. ‘Not so with you’ (27) 

1. ‘Greatest’ is to become ‘youngest’; ‘leader’ is to become a ‘servant’  

D. Greater is the one who reclines at the table than the servant (26-27) 

1. But Jesus came as one who serves 

2. Thus, Jesus is not saying they cannot seek leadership, but that their leadership is to be 

characterized by service   

E. They have been granted a kingdom (28-30) 

1. They are here depicted in terms of their faithfulness (28); despite their current failure!   

F. Eat and drink at my table (30): eschatological meal!  
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G. Judging the 12 tribes  

1. Judges were the rulers in the OT era; here it has this sense as they have been given a 

kingdom 

2. 12 tribes: in the sense of the ne w people of God just established with the new covenant  

 

22:31-38 

A. Satan has asked to sift Peter as wheat (31) 

1. Fits with the accusatory role of Satan elsewhere (Job 1-2; Rev 12:10) 

2. ‘You’ is plural and, thus, includes all the disciples 

a. Thus, after successfully derailing Judas, Satan turns to the rest of the apostles  

B. Jesus has prayed for him (32) 

1. The success of the disciples is based first on Jesus’ intercession  

2. When you return (used for repentance throughout Luke-Acts), strengthen the brothers (cf 

Acts 26:18) 

C. Peter expresses willingness to go to prison or death with Jesus (33) 

D. Jesus predicts Peter’s betrayal 

E. They lacked nothing when they were sent out previously (35)  

F. But now; their future ministry will be different; they will face opposition and rejection (36)  

1. Hence, Jesus is interceding for them 

G.  Jesus prepares them for ministry: this time they must take provisions (36)  

1. This time they will face hostility and rejection; thus they must take their own provisions  

H. If you have no sword, sell your robe and buy one! (36) 

1. Outer garment was essential for living and sleeping  

2. To sell it in order to purchase a sword is a desperate move and expresses the severity of 

the opposition they are to face  

I. ‘For’ (37) it must be fulfilled  

1. ‘Numbered with transgressors’ (cf Isa 53:12) 

a. Transgressors in Luke has been the outcast and ‘sinners’ as deemed by the 

establishment 

b. Jesus’ whole ministry has been among the ‘transgressors’ since He came to seek 

and save the lost (19:10) 

J. Here are 2 swords; ‘It is enough’ (38) 

1. Is ‘it is enough’ a word of exasperation?   

2. Jesus was likely speaking metaphorically 

a. We have no knowledge in Acts and the Epistles of the disciples nor the church 

being so armed 



Dalrymple    Gospel of Luke 19-24 and Passion of Jesus 

 82 

b. John 18:36; If my kingdom was of this world, ‘my servants would be fighting’ 

c. Luke 22:51: Jesus stops them in their act of violence 

 

22:39-46 Jesus prays in Gethsemane 

A. Jesus went ‘as usual’ to the Mount of Olives (39); with the disciples  

1. Zech 14:4  

B. Commands them to pray: you may not enter into temptation (40; 11:4) 

C. Asks God to take this cup from Him (41) 

1. Cup: common metaphor for tribulation; esp calamity and death; (19, 20; cf Mark 10:38)  

D. Thy will be done (42; Acts 21:14) 

E. God sends angels to comfort Him (43) 

1. But His request of having the suffering removed totally is denied 

F. Anguish so intense that ‘his sweat was like drops of blood’ (44) 

1. MSS testimony is against the inclusion of 43-44  

2. Was not actually blood: only ‘like’ blood? Or even falling like drops of blood 

G. Disciples sleeping because of sorrow (45)  

1. Contrasts with what they were supposed to do 

 

22:47-53 Jesus arrested 

A. Judas identifies Him with an attempted kiss (47) 

B. Peter strikes servant’s (Malchus) ear (50) 

1. Jesus restores it (51) 

2. Proving He is not a brigand (52) 

3. They, however, have come with swords (52) 

a. Proving Jesus’ accusations against them as those who commit crimes and retreat 

to the Temple for safety (19:46)  

C. Jesus questions why, if He is so guilty, they didn’t arrest Him before? He hasn’t hidden 

Himself 

D. This hour and the power of darkness are yours (53)  

1. Darkness is the domain of the devil (Acts 26:18)  

2. Hence, they work with Judas!  

 

22:54-62 Peter denies knowing Him (54-62) 

A. Led Him away to the home of the HP (54) 

1. Peter was following at a distance (Ps 38:11) 
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B. Fire in the courtyard (55)  

C. Servant girl: ‘This man was with Him’ (56) 

1. Woman I don’t know Him (57)  

D. Someone else: ‘You also are one of them’ (58) 

1. Man I am not  

2. First he denies knowing Jesus; now that he is one of the disciples; i.e., his kinship with 

the rest of the group  

E. A little later (58) An hour later (59) 

1. Passing of time suggests that Peter has had time reconsider his thoughts 

F. Another asserted: ‘He is a Galilean’ (59) 

1. Man you don’t know what you are talking about (60) 

G. Immediately the cock crowed  

1. Fulfilling Jesus’ prophecy (34) 

H. Jesus looked at Peter (61)  

I. Peter went out and wept bitterly (62) 

 Matthew 26:69-75 

1. Servant girl ‘you were with Jesus’ 

2. Another girl: ‘This fellow was with Jesus’ 

3. Those standing there: ‘Your accent gives you away’ 

 Mark 14:66-72 

1. One of the servant girls of the High Priest: ‘You were with that Nazarene’ 

2. The servant girl (entryway) said to those standing around: ‘This fellow is one of 

them’ 

3. Those standing near: ‘You are a Galilean’ 

 Luke 22:54-62 

1. Servant girl: ‘This man was with Him’ 

2. Someone else: ‘You also are one of them’ 

3. An hour later another asserted: ‘He is a Galilean’ 

 John 18:16-18, 25-27 

1. Girl on duty: ‘You are not one of his disciples, are you?’ 

2. As Peter stood warming himself, he was asked: ‘You are not one of his disciples, are 

you?’ 

3. One of the High Priests servants (relative of Malchus): Didn’t I see you in the Olive 

grove? 
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 Harmonizing the accounts of Peter’s Denials: 

1. Servant girl at door saw Peter in the firelight and questions him: ‘You also were with 

that Nazarene Jesus’ (Matt, Mark, Luke): ‘You’re not one of his disciples are you?’ 

(John)  

2. Another servant girl said: ‘This fellow was with Jesus’ (Matt., Mark): this question 

was followed by others: Man ‘you also are one of them’ (Luke): They asked: you are 

not one of them? (John) 

3. One hour later (Luke 22:59): Those standing there: ‘Your accent gives you away; you 

are a Galilean’ (Matt, Mark): another asserted: ‘This fellow was with him, for he is a 

Galilean’ (Luke): One of Malchus’ relatives and servant of the High Priest said: 

Didn’t I see you with him in the olive grove?’ (John) 

 

22:63-65 Jesus is mocked, beaten 

A. Mocking Him (cf 18:32) and beating Him (20:10-11) (63) 

1. Jesus is associated with the prophets who speak God’s word and are rejected (Cf 1 Kings 

22:24-28; Jer 28:10-16; Luke 4:24; 6:22-23; 11:47-51; 13:33-35; 20:9-18) 

B. Blindfolded Him and hit Him demanding ‘prophesy! Who hit you’ (64) 

1. Stems from the Messianic expectations of Isa 11 

 

22:66-23:25 Trial of Jesus 

22:66-71 Hearing before the Sanhedrin  

A. Trial at Daybreak (66) 

1. Sanhedrin not allowed to meet at night; thus must come to a decision after daybreak 

B. Sanhedrin, chief priests, scribes: all predicted in the first passion prediction (9:22)  

C. Tell us if you are the Christ (67) 

D. You will not believe (67); you will not answer (68; cf 20:1-7) 

E. ‘From now on’ the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of power (69; Ps 110; Mark 

14:62, which includes a reference to Dan 7:13-14 )  

1. Sitting in judgment: the son of Man will sit in judgment of the High Priest!  

F. Are you the son of God? ‘Yes I am’ (70)  

1. Lit. ‘you say that I am’ 

 

 

Chapter 23 

23:1-5 Jesus’ trials before the Romans  

A. Led Him to Pilate (1; cf 18:32) 
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B. Charge: this man is misleading our nation/Israel (2; cf 7:5) 

1. Formal allegation of Jesus as a false prophet (cf Deut 13) 

2. Forbidding the paying of taxes and that He is the messiah a king: are an elaboration of the 

one charge against Jesus 

a. Charge of being a king (note: they translate ‘messiah’ for Pilate as ‘king’) is 

sedition  

C. Pilate asks: are you the king? (3) 

D. Lit. you are saying it (3) 

E. Declares Him innocent (4)  

1. Actually, more than innocent: no basis for a charge 

2. Rome is not here siding with Jesus over against the Jews; more of a statement of Roman 

arrogance: Jesus is a King, but Rome doesn’t perceive Him as a threat 

F. Jews, however, ‘insisted’ (5, 10) 

1. Pilate was in no position with the Jews to take a strong stance: especially as the Jewish 

insistence increased 

G. He stirs up the people all over Judea and Galilee (6) 

H. Pilate learns that He is from Galilee and sees a way out by sending Him to Herod (7; cf Acts 

23:34—Pilate didn’t need to send him to Herod)  

 

23:6-12 Hearing before Herod  

A. Pilate sends Him to Herod (Antipas) (7) 

1. Same Herod as in 3:1 and is responsible for the death of JTB (3:19-20) 

B. Herod wanted to see him (8) 

1. Herod wanted to kill Jesus (13:31) 

2. Hoping for a sign (cf 11:16, 29-30) 

C. Herod questions Jesus at length (9) 

1. Herod’s questions were only out of curiosity (9:7-9) and not legality (cf 10:24) 

2. Therefore, Jesus refuses to answer (9; Isa 53:7) 

D. Scribes and Chief Priests were standing by accusing Him vehemently (10) 

1. They are viewed by Luke as the catalysts for Jesus’ trials  

E. Jesus is ridiculed by Herod’s soldiers (11): 

1. Treating with contempt  

2. Mocking him 

3. Dressed Him in a gorgeous robe  

a. Color is not specified but it suggests royal splendor  
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b. Though they intend it as mockery, Luke’s readers understand that it is 

appropriate garb  

F. Herod returns Him to Pilate and they became friends (12; cf Acts 4:26-27)  

 

23:13-25 Pilate sentences Jesus  

Pilate tries 3x to release Jesus  

 13-19 ‘No guilt in this man’ 

 20-21 ‘wanting to release Jesus’ 

 22-23 3
rd

 time: ‘what evil has this man done?’ 

A. Pilate summons the leaders and all the people  

1. The people share the guilt as they too cry ‘away with this man’ (18) and ‘crucify’ (20)  

2. Cf Acts 2:23; 3:13-14, 17; 4:27; 10:39; 13:27-28 

B. Again declares that he finds no worthy charges and no basis for death (13-14) 

C. Neither did Herod (15)  

D. I will punish and release Him (16, 22)  

1. Flogging; less severe form (cf 22)  

2. Purpose was for Pilate to maintain favor with the Jews   

E. Crowd wants Barabbas released (18; cf 19:14)  

1. Name: Bar Abbas 

2. ‘Away with Him’ (Cf Paul—Acts 21:36; 22:22)  

3. Barabbas was guilty of insurrection and murder  

F. Pilate was ‘wanting to release Jesus’ (20) 

G. People shouted ‘crucify, crucify’ (21)  

H. Pilate (3
rd

 time) appeals to the people, ‘why, what evil has he done?’ (22) 

1. Finds Him guilty of no crime 

2. Therefore, he will punish Him and release Him (22) 

I. They ‘insistently demanded that He be crucified’ (23) 

J. Pilate pronounced sentence in order to grant their request (24) 

 

23:26-31 Crucifixion  

A. They led Him away (26) 

B. Simon of Cyrene forced to carry the cross 

1. Mark 15:21: father of Alexander and Rufus  

2. Cross: could refer to just the crossbeam 

3. Carries it ‘behind’ Jesus reminds one of 9:23; 14:27 
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4. Cyrene is the capital of the Roman province of Cyrenaica (Libya)  

a. Large Jewish population  

b. Cf Acts 2:10; 6:9 

C. Daughters of Jerusalem (27, 28; Zech 12:10-14) 

1. Daughters of Jerusalem is stock phrase for the inhabitants of Jerusalem (13:34; Mic 4:8; 

Zeph 3:14) 

2. Weep for yourselves and your children 

a. Strong relationship between the rejection of Jesus and the judgment on Jerusalem 

b. Compare Peter’s denials (22:61-62): in both passages Jesus ‘turned’; persons 

‘weep’; Jesus call upon them to repent 

c. Other instances of weeping in Luke: Cf 6:21, 25; 7:13, 38; 8:52; 22:62; suggest 

that they are weeping for the wrong reason’ but weeping is also a precursor for 

God’s intervention 

D. The days are coming (29; 17:22)  

1. Prophetic prediction of calamity  

E. Blessed wombs that were barren 

1. Children are usually a sign of divine blessing; but in the coming judgment the barren are 

blessed  

F. Say to the mountains: ‘fall on us’ (30; Hos 10:8; Isa 2:19-20; Rev 6:15-18)  

1. Hosea’s prophecies are judgments for those who substitute the worship of God for 

idolatry 

 

23:32-43  

A. Place called: ‘The Skull’ (Gk): Aramaic: Golgotha; Latin: Calvary (33)  

1. Romans held crucifixions near public roads to ensure deterrence to those passing by  

B. Jesus asks the Father to forgive them (34)  

1. Jesus is in agony and yet He prays for their forgiveness  

C. Cast lots for His clothing (Ps 22:18) 

1. Stripped is a sign of tremendous indignity 

D. Note: background of Ps 22:7 ‘All who see me mock me’   

1. Rulers: (35) ‘save Himself’ 

2. Soldiers: (36) ‘save Yourself’ 

a. Offer Him sour wine; form of mockery (cf Ps 69:21): cheap wine instead of the 

expensive stuff a king deserves 

3. Criminal: (39) ‘save Yourself and us’ 

E. ‘This is the King of the Jews’ (38) 
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F. The other thief is the first to recognize that Jesus’ suffering is in accord with His messianic 

rule (40-42)  

G. Jesus replies: ‘today you will be with me in paradise’ (43) 

 

23:44-49 The death of Jesus  

A. Darkness 12:00-3:00 (44)  

1. About the 6
th
 hour 

2. Darkness is associated with the last days (Joel 2:30-31; Amos 8:9; Zeph 1:15; Acts 2:17-

21)   

B. Veil of the Temple torn in two (45) 

C. ‘Father into your hands I commit my spirit’ (46) 

1. Cf Ps 31:5: where the suffering righteous one entrusts Himself to God’s care  

2. Jesus controlled events to the point of determining the hour of His death 

D. Centurion notes, ‘this man was innocent’ (47); righteous (Acts 3:13-14) 

E. Multitudes mourn (48) 

1. Beating their breasts suggests sorrow and mourning 

F. Witnessed by His followers and the women (49; Ps 38:11)  

1. They accompanied Him from Galilee (8:1-3) 

 

23:50-56 Joseph buries Jesus  

A. Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin (50) 

1. Was waiting for the KOG (51)  

B. Requests Jesus’ body from Pilate (52) 

C. Provide a proper burial (53): usually entails washing, anointing, and clothing the body 

D. Preparation day (54) 

1. A term used for Friday  

E. Women watched (55) 

 

 

Chapter 24 

24:1-53 Resurrection and Exaltation of Jesus  

24:1-12 Empty tomb  

A. 1
st
 day of the week: Sunday (1) 

B. Women came to the tomb with the spices 

1. Assumed that the body was not yet properly buried  
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C. Women (cf 8:1-3)  

1. Mary Magdalene (10) 

2. Joanna 

3. Mary the mother of James 

4. Other women  

D. Found the stone rolled away (2) 

E. Did not find the body of the Lord Jesus (3)  

1. Jesus is Lord through His resurrection (Acts 1:21; 2:32-36; 4:33; 8:16; Rom 1:4)  

F. 2 men; angels (4; 23) 

1. Why do you seek the living among the dead? (5) 

2. He has risen (6) 

G. They remembered His words (8) 

H. Reported to the 11 and the rest (9) 

I. Words appeared as non-sense and they did not believe (11) 

J. Peter ran to the tomb and saw the linens and marveled (12) 

 Harmony of Resurrection accounts? 

1. Violent earthquake rolls away stone: Matt 28:2 

2. Guards afraid and leave: Matt 28:4 

3. Women (Mary Magdalene, Mary wife of Clopas, Salome, ?) arrive 

4. Saw stone rolled away: Mark 15:4; John 20:1 

5. Women go to Peter and John to inform them that the body is gone: John 20:2-8 

6. Women go back to the tomb—perhaps with the men: John 20:10f 

7. Two angels appear—although only one speaks—inside the tomb: John 20:12 

8. Explain that Jesus has risen: Matt 28:7; Mark 16:6,7; Luke 24:4-8; John 20:12 

9. Women leave the tomb: Matt 28:8 

10. See Jesus: Matt 28:9f; Although they at first mistake him for a gardener: John 20:14, 

15 

11. Grab His feet: Matt 28:9; John 20:17 

12. Women return again to the Disciples: John 20:18 

 

24:13-35 Men on the road to Emmaus  

A. Sunday of the Resurrection (13)  

B. 2 ‘of them’ men were going to Emmaus  

1. They were 2 of the men who discounted what the women had just said 

2. Seven miles from Jerusalem  
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C. Discussing ‘all these things which had happened’ (14) 

D. Jesus walks alongside the two men (15); Cleopas and another (18) 

E. However, their eyes were kept from recognizing Him’ (16) 

1. Eyes are used in Luke with ‘sight’ and comprehension, faith, and salvation: cf 1:78-79; 

2:30; 6:39-42; 10:23; 11:34; 18:35-42; 19:42 

F. They relay the story: and the apparent inconsistency between Jesus’ ministry and His death 

1. Cleopas’ words modeled on the prophet like Moses theme (Deut 18:15-19) 

2. ‘We were hoping that He was going to redeem Israel’ (21) 

3. Besides it is the 3
rd

 day; should have reminded them of Jesus’ prophecies (9:22; 13:32; 

18:33; 24:7) 

G. Jesus explains that they are slow of heart to not believe the Scriptures (25) 

1. Foolish and slow of heart (25) 

2. Was it not necessary? (26) 

3. Christ to suffer and then enter His glory 

4. Scriptures is defined as ‘Moses and all the Prophets’ (27): 2-fold designation for the OT  

a. Then he proceeded to show them was ‘said in all the Scriptures concerning 

himself’ (27) 

b. I.e., How He was to suffer and rise on the 3
rd

 day! 

H. Jesus is invited to stay with them and partakes of a meal (29) 

1. Though the invited guest Jesus takes on the role of the host and breaks the bread (30) 

2. Cp the Feeding of the 5,000 (9:16): which also followed an event where people 

misunderstood who Jesus was (9:7-9) and was followed by Peter’s confession! (9:20)  

I. ‘Then their eyes were opened’ (30) 

1. They recognized Him when He broke the bread (cf 35)  

J. 2 men tell the disciples (33-35)  

1. They like the women do not receive a commission to preach, yet they do  

K. Appeared to Simon (34) 

1. Luke didn’t narrate this   

 

24:36-49 Jesus appears to the disciples  

A. Sunday night: while the 2 men were talking to the disciples Jesus appears (36)  

B. Immediate response is doubt—incredibly the Resurrected Jesus appears to them and they 

‘were startled and frightened’ (37); ‘doubt’ (38); ‘still do not believe’ (41)  

C. See My hands and My feet (39) 

D. To their initial fears Jesus gives evidences! (Acts 1:3) 

1. 1
st
: Shows His hands and feet: tells them to touch (39) 



Dalrymple    Gospel of Luke 19-24 and Passion of Jesus 

 91 

2. 2
nd

: Eats with them (42-43) 

3. 3
rd

: Reminds them of everything that was written in the Scriptures (44-49); that it must be 

fulfilled:  

a. Law of Moses, Prophets, Psalms: 3-fold designation for the OT  

4. 3 parallel phrases: 

a. The Christ must suffer (46) 

b. To be raised from the dead on the 3
rd

 day 

c. Repentance for forgiveness of sins must be preached in His Name (47)  

i. Cf Isa 49:6; Luke 2:32; Acts 13:47; 1:8 

ii. Beginning from Jerusalem: this is a great reversal from the OT in which 

the nations were to come to Israel for salvation; now salvation goes from 

Israel to the nations  

iii. Repentance is key in Luke: JTB preached it (3:3); and it is central in Acts 

(e.g., 2:38; 3:19; 5:31; 8:22) 

iv. In His Name: cf Acts 2:21, 36, 38; Christians heal in the name of Jesus: 

Acts 3:6, 16; 4:10, 30; 19:13; they preach in it: 4:12; 5:28, 40; are 

baptized in it: 8:16; 10:48; 19:5; suffer for it: 5:41; 9:16; 21:13; and call 

upon it: 9:14, 21; 22:16 

E. They understand only because He opened their minds (45) 

F. You are witnesses of these things (48) 

G. Tells the disciples to stay in Jerusalem until they have been empowered (49)  

1. Empowerment for their mission  

 

24:50-53 Jesus ascends into Heaven  

A. He led them to Bethany (50) 

B. He departed from them (51)  

C. They worshipped Him (52)  

D. They were in the Temple continually (53) 
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Gospel of John 
 
13-17 Jesus reveals the Father to His disciples  

Chapter 13 

13:1-17 The Last Supper   

A. Before the Passover (1) 

1. Cp John 13:26; 18:30; Mark 14:18-21; and John 18:1; Mark 14:28; thus, it was 

the same meal 

2. It was a festal meal; taking place at a late hour; in Jerusalem; and the disciples 

assumed that Judas went out to distribute alms—which was commonly done the 

night of Passover 

3. 13:29: buy provisions for the feast: 

a. May simply refer to provisions for the rest of the days of the week long 

festivities (The 7 day Feast of Unleavened Bread begins the day 

following Passover; Jews commonly considered this to be one 8 day 

feast) 

4. 18:28: Jews did not want to enter Pilate’s palace lest they be defiled and not be 

able to eat the Passover: (by ‘Passover’ is it the Passover meal—which the 

Synoptics claim Jesus and the disciples ate the night before—or is it the entire 

feast including the feast of Unleavened Bread (cf. Luke 22:1)?) 

a. Many daylight defilements—as what would have occurred here—would 

have ended at sunset by taking a Mikveh, and would have had no effect 

upon an evening Passover meal 

b. Therefore, the midday hagigah must be in view here 

c. The hagigah was eaten at noon the morning after the evening Passover 

meal 

(1) Cf. Num 28:18-19  

5. 19:14, 31: It was the day of Preparation (thus, Thursday before the Passover?) 

a. Gk. standard term for Friday; since Saturday was the Sabbath, Friday 

was the preparation day for the Sabbath; Hence, ‘Friday of the Passover 

week’ 

b. ‘of the Pascha’ could mean of the Passover week; i.e., the Day of 

Preparation for the Sabbath of the Passover week: a very important 

Sabbath  

B. Jesus knew His hour had come (cf. 12:23)  

C. He loved them to the end/absolutely: death 

D. Devil had already put into his heart that Judas should betray Him (2)  

E. Jesus dresses as household servant and performs the task of a servant (4-5; Phil 2:6; cp 

Luke 12:37; 17:8); Forbidden for even Jewish slaves to wash feet: Only Gentile slaves, 

women, and children; Let alone the washing of the feet of an inferior by a superior 

F. Peter objects (6) 
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G. Jesus replies (7): You do not realize what I’m doing  

1. Another misunderstanding; that is relieved after the Resurrection  

H. Peter replies (8) 

1. Never; he doesn’t understand what Jesus is doing; thus, to him, Jesus is acting as 

a servant—which was shameful; Peter wants to protect Jesus’ honor  

I. Jesus responds (8-9)  

1. ‘If I do not wash you’ (8) 

2. ‘You have no part with me’  

J. Peter still doesn’t understand what Jesus is doing; nonetheless, this explanation is 

sufficient (9; 12) 

K. Jesus responds (10) 

1. He who had a bath needs only to wash his feet  

a. Footwashing is seen as a parabolic act pointing to the sacrifice of the 

cross; as He submits to servanthood in this act of cleansing, so He is a 

servant on the cross in the ultimate act of cleansing  

2. You are clean; not all of you: Judas (11; Only other occurrence of the phrase is in 

15:3) 

L. Jesus explains, again, what He has done (12-17; Mark 10:43-45) 

1. Teacher and Lord (13) 

a. If you call me these, then you should do what I do/say (Luke 6:46) 

2. I gave you an example (14-15) 

a. Best understood in terms of submission to one another; Just as Jesus took 

on a lower role, so ought we 

3. Truly, Truly: a slave is not greater than his master; nor, the one sent greater than 

the one who sent him (16; cf Matt 10:24; Luke 6:40) 

a. 15:20: if they persecute the master, then they will the servant 

b. The one sent must be willing to do any task done by the one who sent 

him 

b. If you know these things, you are blessed if you should do them (17) 

(1) Oft repeated theme of this Gospel: knowledge needs action 

(2) Cf. 8:31; Matt 7:21, 24; Mark 3:35 

 

13:18-30 Jesus Predicts His Betrayal 

A. I know the ones I have chosen (2:23-25) 

1. One of those He ‘chose’ was ‘a devil’ (10; 6:70-71; 12:4; 13:2) 

2. One of you is going to betray me (21) 
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B. But, purpose for including Judas: Fulfill prophesy (Ps 41:9) 

1. Cf. Acts 1:16—Ps 69:25; 109:8 

2. Matt 26;15; 27:3-10—Zech 11:12f  

3. Gen 3:15? 

C. He who eats my bread has lifted his heal against me 

1. In ancient Semitic cultures eating a meal with a superior amounted to a pledge of 

loyalty (2 Sam 9:7-13; 1 Kings 18:19; 2 Kings 25:29)  

2. To betray such a one was a serious breach 

D. I am telling you before it comes to pass (19) 

1. Begins preparing them for the harsh realities of life after His death (cf. 16:1-4) 

E. I am (cf. 8:58) 

F. Truly, Truly: receive whom I send, you receive Me (20: cf Matt 25:40) 

G. Disciple whom Jesus loved (23) 

1. 1
st
 introduction: (cf. also: at the Cross 19:26f; empty tomb 20:2f; resurrection 

appearance 21:20f)  

2. Reclining on the bosom of Jesus: (Echoes 1:18) 

a. Reclining reserved for special meals (supports that this was a Passover) 

b. Indicates that he was sitting on the right hand side of Jesus  

c. Peter sitting some distance away: ‘motions to him’ (24): ‘Tell us’  

H. Jesus answered (26) 

1. Apparently the answer was given in private (cf. 28-29) 

I. Jesus dips the morsel and gave it to Judas 

1. Dipped into a bowl 

2. Morsel: an especially tasty portion; given to honor a guest: Was this an appeal for 

Judas to repent?: Indication of friendship 

3. Satan entered him (27) 

J. Disciples misunderstand (28-29) 

1. Buy for the feast (29) 

2. See notes above 

K. It was night (30); For Judas, in more ways than one (cf Luke 22:53)  

 

13:31-16:33  The Upper Room Discourse  

 13:31-14:31 Christ’s Departure and Reunion  

A. Now, the Son of Man is glorified (31; 17:5) 
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B. New Commandment (34-35) (Lt. mandatum novum: given rise to the name Maundy 

Thursday) 

1. Jesus has loved His own (1); now He commands them to love one another (34) 

a. Cf. 15:13; 1 John 3:16 

b. Not new in one sense (Deut 6:5; Lev 19:18; Mark 12:28-33; Matt 22:37-

40; Gal 5:14; 1 John 2:7-8): new in the sense of its depth—intensity  

2. Distinguishing mark of the Church  

C. Peter asks: Lord where are you going? (36); why can’t I follow you now? (37) 

1. Follow later: in death 

2. Misunderstanding: Peter thinks of a physical location  

D. Peter adds: I will lay down my life for you (37) 

1. Which he did: A.D. 65 crucified  

2. Yet, he will deny Him first  

E. Jesus predicts Peter’s denials (38) 

 

 

Chapters 18-19 

18:1-19:42  The Trial and Passion of Jesus  

18:1-11 Jesus Arrested 

A. Jesus enters Gethsemane: ‘oil press’ (1; Matt 26:36; Mark 14:32)  

1. East of Jerusalem; across the Kidron valley  

2. Within the ‘city limits’ of Jerusalem  

a. Jewish law required that all observing Jews remain within the extended 

city limits for the Passover  

3. Place where Jesus often went (2; Luke 21:37; 22:39)  

4. Thus, Judas knew the place  

B. Judas guides a detachment of soldiers and Temple police (3)  

1. Roman cohort  

a. Full auxiliary cohort 1,000 men (760 foot soldiers and 240 Calvary); led 

by a chiliarch—leader of a thousand (tribune)—or commander; Cohort 

normally numbered 600 men; Can refer to a ‘maniple’ of only 200; Not 

always necessary that the full 200 be present  

b. Romans called in for fear of response by the mob  

2. Temple police: officials from the chief priests and Pharisees  

a. Primary arresting officers; evidenced by the fact that Jesus is taken first 

to Jewish authorities  
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C. Jesus knew what would happen (4)  

1. Jesus went out and initiates the conversation: ‘whom do you seek’  

2. ‘I am’: can be a common form of address: ‘It is I’; or ‘I am he’ (5: cf. 6:20; 8:24, 

28, 58; 13:19; Isa 40-55); They drew back and fell to the ground (6): thus, it was 

clearly more than a common form of address 

D. Jesus ensures His disciples safety (8; 17:12) 

E. Peter struck the High Priest’s servant’s ear (Malchus) (10) 

1. John, apparently, knew the High Priest (15); therefore it is reasonable that he also 

knew Malchus by name  

2. Jesus rebukes Peter and informs him that He must suffer and, thus, they are not to 

resist (11: cf. 36) 

 

18:12-14 Trial before Annas  

A. Bound Jesus and brought Him to Annas (13) 

1. ‘The Jews’: in 18-19 they are those who cling to the minutiae of the law while 

failing to understand that the law points to Jesus  

2. Annas: High Priest emeritus (deposed in A.D. 15); Father-in-law to Caiaphas 

a. HP from 6-15; though the OT law prescribes it as a position for life 

b. 5 of his sons and Caiaphas his son-in-law succeed him  

c. Naturally, then, he is still of great influence  

 

18:15-18 Peter’s First Denial   

A. Peter and another disciple follow (15) 

1. This other disciple is not identified  

2. Even though the beloved disciple is identified as such elsewhere and this disciple 

is not, they are still the same person:  

3. John gains entrance for himself and Peter into High Priest’s courtyard 

a. Courtyard: could refer to an area in the Temple complex or the courtyard 

of the HP’s house  

b. Presence of a servant girl at the door (16) confirms that it is the home of 

the HP (only men had such assignments in the Temple) 

4. Peter denies Him before the servant girl at the door (17; cf. Mark 14:66, 69) 

5. ‘You are not one of this man’s disciples’?  

a. Use of ‘also’ may imply that they know John is, but what about you 

6. Form of the question expects a negative answer: may have been cynical (as 

opposed to hostile) 

B. Peter was standing with them (18; Ps 1:1)  
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18:19-24 Interrogation of Jesus before Annas  

A. Annas questions Jesus about His disciples and His teaching (19)  

1. Questions about His disciples may have been in order to find out how big His 

movement was  

2. Questions about His teaching shows their true concerns 

a. Probably viewed Jesus as a false teacher who was leading Israel astray; 

punishment death (Deut 13:1-11) 

3. Jesus does not answer at all regarding the disciples 

4. Jesus replies that they should have plenty of witnesses informed about His 

teachings, because He taught openly (20-21; cf Isa 45:19) 

5. Jesus was attempting to point out the illegality of making Him incriminate 

Himself and the fact that the proper procedure of providing 2 witnesses could 

have been easily accomplished 

a. 5:31 self-testimony was  invalid 

b. Proper procedure was to interrogate the witnesses; whole weight rested 

on the testimony of witnesses  

B. Jesus is struck in the face and charged with inappropriate conduct towards the High Priest 

(22) 

1. Illegal action 

2. Jesus responds that He only spoke the Truth (not insultingly) 

3. Testify what is the wrong: (23): i.e., if He was in error, charge Him with 

contempt; or the slap was unjustified 

C. Jesus is sent to Caiaphas (24)  

 

18:25-27 Peter’s 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Denials  

A. They said ‘you are not one of his disciples are you? (25)  

1. Peter denies it (cf. Matt 10:33; and Luke 12:9) 

B. A relative of Malchus questions him (26)  

1. ‘Did I not see you in the garden?’: question expects a positive answer  

2. Peter denies Him for the 3
rd

 time (27; cf. 13:38) 

 

18:28-19:16 Jesus Before Pilate 

A. Jesus led to the Praetorium early in the morning (28)  

1. Praetorium: headquarters of the commanding officer of a Roman military camp  

a. Pilate’s main residence was in Caesarea; but he took up residence in 

Jerusalem during the feasts 
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2. ‘Early’: ambiguous:  

a. Romans named the last two watches of the night alectorophonia 

(cockcrow) 12:00-3:00 am, and proi (early morning) 3:00-6:00 am  

b. If it is this technical usage then it is between 3:00-6:00 am; if it is a 

general use then it is simply early  

c. Roman officials conducted business very early in the morning (usually 

finishing by 10:00-11:00 am) 

d. The Sanhedrin, however, cannot conduct a trial for a capital charge at 

night; thus, early morning means sometime after sunrise 

B. Jewish authorities would not enter lest they be defiled (see notes at 13:1) 

1. Irony: they take elaborate precautions to avoid defilement, yet, they manipulate 

the judicial system to ensure the death of Jesus—the One who could remove all 

their impurities  

C. Pilate comes out and inquires as to the charge (29) 

1. Normal procedure for opening a trial 

2. Presence of Roman soldiers at the arrest, however, supports the contention that 

the Roman authorities had already been contacted  

3. Jews are surprised (note; rude and quick reaction 30) 

4. Pilate then is opening a new trial; which the Jews did not think was necessary 

D. Pilate tells them to judge Him themselves (31) 

1. They are not permitted to impose the death sentence on such matters 

2. They may have wanted Him crucified so that He would be under the curse of 

Deut 21:23: in order to use this as propaganda against any future claims that 

Jesus was the messiah:  

3. Even in this, God’s will was to be accomplished (32) 

a. Confirms Jesus’ sovereignty over these events (cf 18:2) 

E. Pilate reenters the palace and interrogates Jesus: (33) 

1. ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’  

F. Jesus’ response sought to find the origin of the question (34)  

1. Is this from your own observation; or is this what he learned from the Sanhedrin?  

G. Pilate responds with contempt: ‘Am I a Jew’ (question expecting a strong negative 

answer) (35) 

1. Pilate’s response was that no Jewish man who pretends to be king can have any 

influence on him: ‘what do I care?’: i.e., I am not contemplating Your claims  

2. Thus, ‘it was Your people who handed You over’  

H. Jesus explains that He is a King; but of a different type of Kingdom (36) 

1. If He were a king in any sense that had to do with the governments of this world, 

then His servants would be fighting (negative definition of His kingdom)  
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2. Yet, Jesus was arrested easily and He reversed the efforts of His followers to use 

the sword  

I. ‘You are a king then’ (37) 

J. Jesus replies: ‘You say that I am a king’  

K. Jesus now defines His kingdom positively  

1. In fact, to be a king is the reason He was born; came into the world! (cf. 1:14) 

2. It is a kingdom of Truth (cf. 4:24; 14:6) 

a. Thus, disclosing the way of salvation and the way of judgment 

3. Those on the side of truth listen to Him (cf. 10:3, 16, 27) 

L. ‘What is Truth?’ (38)  

M. Pilate finds Jesus innocent—not even a basis of a charge let alone a crime (38; cf. 19:4, 6, 

12) 

1. Thus, he understood Jesus’ answer that He is a king well enough to realize that 

He was not a political threat  

N. Pilate offers to set free a prisoner (39-40)  

1. Do you want the ‘king of the Jews?’  

2. Jews request Barabbas 

a. Barabbas: lit. ‘son of a father’; contrast with Jesus ‘The Son of the 

Father’!  

b. He was a lestes: ‘one who seizes plunder’: thief; some 1
st
 c authors use 

the word to depict guerilla warriors—from a nationalistic perspective—

hence, Mark 15:7 he participated in a murderous rebellion  

O. Pilate had Jesus flogged (1; cf. Luke 23:13-16) 

1. 3 floggings: 

a. Fustigatio: less severe, but still brutal: minor offenses—hooliganism 

(1) Probably the one here  

b. Flagellatio: brutal flogging administered to criminals guilty of serious 

offenses  

c. Verberatio: worst flogging; always associated with other punishments 

including crucifixion; victim is stripped and tied to a post; beaten by 

several torturers/executioners until they are exhausted; used a whip 

whose leather thongs have bone and lead woven into it; may result in 

death  

2. Why would Pilate order an innocent man to be flogged? 

a. Note: Pilate affirms Jesus’ innocence 4 times (18:38; 19:4, 6, 12) 

b. He was clearly trying to appease the Jews and, yet, hoping to free a man 

he thought was innocent (see 4-6; cp. Luke 23:16) 
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P. Furthermore, they (for the purpose of mocking Him): 

1. Placed crown of thorns on His head (2)  

2. Purple robe 

a. Hence, ‘Hail, King of the Jews’ (3) 

b. Irony: He is the King of the Jews  

3. Struck Him in the face 

Q. Pilate brings out a bloodied, disfigured Jesus and proclaims:  

1. I find no guilt in Him (4) 

2. ‘Behold, here is the man!’ (Lt. ecce homo)  

3. Nothing short of death, however, would satisfy the Jews who reply, ‘Crucify, 

Crucify’ (6, 15) 

R. You take Him and crucify Him  

S. He made himself out to be the Son of God (7; cf. Lev 24:16) 

1. This, of course, was not an issue to Rome; i.e., there is nothing here worthy of 

death  

T. When Pilate, therefore, heard this word he was even more afraid (8)  

U. Pilate questions Jesus again inside the Praetorium (9) 

1. ‘Where are you from?’  

a. Of course, this was one of the purposes in John (cf. 1:1, 14, 18) 

b. Jesus has, in effect, already answered this question (cf. 18:36) 

2. Thus, Jesus ‘gave no answer’; which irritates Pilate (cf Isa 53:7) 

V. ‘I have authority’ (10)  

1. Jesus asserts God’s sovereignty (11; cf Rom 13; Prov 8:15)  

a. Though not as guilty as the one who handed Jesus over; guilt from 

initiating the procedure 

2. Of whom is Jesus speaking?  

W. From then on Pilate was seeking to release Him (12) 

X. Jews cried out: if you release Him, ‘you are no friend of Caesar’  

1. This was a threat!: Tiberius was well known for swiftness in stamping out any 

suspicions among his subordinates 

2. Pilate had already been reported on several occasions  

3. ‘Friend of Caesar’:  

Y. When Pilate brought Jesus out and sat down 

1. On the Bema seat  

a. Judge’s seat (cf. 2 Cor 5:10); Seat moved outside so the Jews don’t face  
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2. Place called ‘The Pavement’; in Aramaic ‘Gabbatha’ (‘the ridge’?; meaning 

uncertain) 

Z. Friday, about 12:00 pm (6
th
 hour) (14) 

AA. ‘Behold, your king!’ (14, 15): Pilate taunts the Jews again!  

BB.  ‘Take Him away, take Him away, crucify Him’: ‘we have no king but Caesar’  

1. Kingdom of God and the coming of the Messiah were inseparable  

2. Thus, this was an open rejection of the Messiah (1:11) 

CC.  Jesus handed over to be crucified (16) 

1. At this point Jesus would be whipped again (verberatio) with the Roman 

Flagrum  

 

19:17-30 The Crucifixion of Jesus 

A. Bearing His own cross (17) 

1. Refers to the crossbar (Lt. patibulum) 

2. Then they are tied or nailed to the crossbar 

3. Feet were then tied or nailed to the upright beam  

B. Location: “Place of the Skull” (Aram. Golgotha; Lt. Calvaria)  

1. Located near a main road 

2. Location of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre may be correct  

C. They crucified Him (18)  

1. Victim was usually naked—though a loin cloth was used in Palestine 

D. 2 Criminals crucified with Him (cf. Isa 53:12) 

1. Matthew and Mark call them lestai; robbers, insurrectionists; John used this word 

of Barabbas; led to the suggestion that these men were associates of Barabbas 

E. Placard atop the Cross: read ‘Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews’ (19)  

1. Commonly placed above the head or around the neck 

2. Written in: (20) 

a. Aramaic; language of the Palestinian people 

b. Latin; language of the Roman army and Gov’t 

c. Greek: language of the people and culture of the Empire (esp. Eastern 

provinces) 

3. Thus, everyone could have access to the nature of the crime 

4. Jews are offended—which was Pilate’s objective 

F. Soldiers cast lots for His garments (23-24) 

1. 1 garment for each; Belt, sandals, head covering, and outer robe 
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2. However, there remained a seamless tunic: more valuable if it remained in 1 

piece 

a. Therefore, they cast lots and fulfilled Scripture (Ps 22:18) 

G. Many women attended the crucifixion: (25) 

1. Mother (Mary); her sister (Salome? Mark 15:40; Matt 27:56-57); Mary the wife 

of Clopas (i.e., Mary the mother of James and Joses); Mary Magdalene (Mary of 

Magdala—on the Western shore of Galilee; 2-3 miles north of Tiberius; Luke 

8:2) 

2. Jesus entrusts the care of His mother to John (26-27) 

H. Jesus exclaims: ‘I am thirsty’ (28; cf. Ps 69:21; or, Ps 22:15; Ps 42:2; 63:1) 

1. Gave him wine-vinegar (29)  

a. Not the same as the ‘wine mixed with myrrh (Mark 15:23); sedative 

b. Cheap, sour wine ; Prolonged suffering by prolonging life  

I. Jesus utters: ‘It is Finished’; and gave up His Spirit (30; cf. John 10:17-18) 

1. Jesus was in total control; even to the point of determining the moment of His 

own death 

 

19:31-37 The Piercing of Jesus’ Side 

A. Because it was Friday (31; see 19:14 and 13:1) 

1. Special Sabbath: because it was a Sabbath during a feast; but also because the 

Sabbath fell the day after the Passover  

2. Mosaic Law insisted that anyone who was hung was cursed and the land was 

cursed if he hung overnight (Deut 21:22-23) 

3. Request made for the legs to be broken  

4. Result is death by asphyxiation 

B. Jesus was already dead (33) 

1. Did not break His legs  

a. This was to fulfill (36): Exod 12:46 and Num 9:12: no bone of the 

Passover lamb may be broken: Ps 34:20: the Righteous man who suffers 

but is under the care of God 

2. Pierced his side (34; cf. Ps 22:14; Num 20:11) 

a. Blood and water poured out  

b. Pierced the pericardial sac that surrounds the heart; or, the result of an 

accumulation within the chest of a layer of deep red and a serum that 

appeared clear 

c. This was to fulfill (37): Isa 53:5; Zech 12:10 

C. John saw himself and bears witness (35) 

1. So that you may believe (1:12) 
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19:38-42 Burial of Jesus 

A. Joseph of Arimathea requests the body (with Nicodemus) (38-39; Isa 53:9) 

1. Joseph was a secret follower; for fear  

a. This act was doubly courageous since Jesus was charged with treason 

2. Cf. Matt 27:57; Mark 15:43; Luke 23:51: he was rich, a member of the 

Sanhedrin, and looking for the kingdom of God; mentioned in all 4 Gospels 

3. Burial 

a. Under Roman law the bodies of executed criminals were handed over to 

the next of kin for burial; but not in the case of those killed for treason—

these were left for the vultures or wild animals 

(1) Jesus’ next of kin—brothers—if present in Jerusalem would not 

have dared to ask the Roman governor; ‘and in any case they 

would have been refused’ 

b. Jews, however, never allowed a person to go unburied (hence, the shame 

of Judas Acts 1:18) 

c. Such persons, however, could not be buried in family tombs lest they 

defile those already buried in them; hence, they provided a burial site for 

criminals just outside the city 

4. The request for Jesus’ body could hardly be denied by Pilate: 

a. Basic protocol of Roman officials to allow such burials 

b. It would have been the least Pilate could do for a man that he believed 

was innocent 

c. Joseph was a member of the Sanhedrin; the very group who pressured 

Pilate into crucifying Jesus; if one of them now requests permission to 

show Jesus compassion, surely Pilate would have conceded; may have 

been a snub against the rest of the Sanhedrin who likely did not approve 

of Joseph’s act 

B. Spices: myrrh and aloes; 65 lbs (39) 

1. Not an exorbitant amount: customary to use large quantities—especially for the 

wealthy 

a. Herod’s funeral 500 slaves brought the spices 

2. Myrrh was a fragrant resin used by the Egyptians in embalming; but the Jews 

rendered it into powdered form and used it only to combat the odor 

C. Wrapped in linens (40) 

1. With a separate cloth for the head (20:7) 

D. Placed in a Garden tomb near the Cross (41)  

1. No one else was buried there; Hence, only one body that was missing 
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Chapter 20 

20:1-18 Jesus Rises and Appears to Mary 

A. 1
st
 day of the week, while it was still dark (1): Sunday 

1. Mark 16:1 Women brought spices to anoint Jesus (cf. Luke 23:56) 

B. Mary Magdalene (assuredly not alone; Mark 16:1ff; Luke 24:1ff; Matt 28:1); the ‘we’ of 

20:2 may be explained several ways 

1. Odd that the 1
st
 testimony to the Resurrection was: 

a. Woman (whose testimony was legally invalid in Jewish courts)and John 

mentions only one (2 required) 

b. She was a woman who had 7 demons (Luke 8:2) 

c. Such a fact would never have been contrived! 

d. Yet, she is mentioned in each of the 4 Gospels as an eyewitness—the 

first one! 

2. ‘They have taken the Lord’ (2)  

C. Mary informs Peter and John who race to the tomb (2-4) 

1. Bent over to look in (5); suggests a cave tomb 

2. Find the grave clothes inside in an orderly fashion 

a. What is clear is the contrast with Lazarus whose clothes had to be 

removed from him (11:44) 

b. Clearly the body wasn’t stolen; who would take the grave clothes off; let 

alone do it in the tomb? 

D. John enters: saw and believed (8; cf. 29) 

1. Peter was perhaps simply puzzled  

2. Why did he suddenly believe?; prior to this they did not understand the Scripture 

that He had to die and rise again (cf. 2:19-22; Luke 24:25-27, 32, 44-47) 

E.  Disciples went away (10) 

F. But, Mary was standing outside (11) 

1. Weeping; bent over to look inside  

2. Saw 2 angels (12) 

G. Angels ask why she is crying (13) 

1. Probably a gentle reproof and not a question per se  

H. Mary responds that someone has taken the body  

I. Jesus appears (Mary is probably still crying and doesn’t look up because she thinks it’s 

only the gardener) (14) 

1. Note Jesus is not immediately recognized on other occasions as well (cf. Luke 

24:16; Mark 16:12; John 21:4) 
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2. Jesus repeats the angels question (15) 

3. Followed by: ‘whom do you seek’?  

a. The Messiah she was looking for (a dead one) wasn’t the real Messiah: 

You’ve got everything wrong:  

4. Then, He says ‘Mary’ (16) 

5. ‘Rabbouni’: She probably recognizes the voice and clings to Jesus (17) 

a. Rabbouni was an extended form of Rabbi 

b. Cf. 10:3-4, 14, 27 ‘My sheep hear My voice’ 

6. Jesus responds: ‘stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father’  

a. She doesn’t need to cling on to Him because He hasn’t ascended to the 

Father and, thus, there is still more time 

7. Mary is to inform the brothers—disciples (18)—that Jesus has risen and will 

ascend  

a. Unusual to entrusted this task to a woman  

 

20:19-23 Jesus Appears to the Disciples minus Thomas (cf. Luke 24:36-42) 

A. Sunday night (of the Resurrection) Gathered in the room? The doors were locked; for fear 

of the Jews (19) 

B. Jesus appears; even though the doors were locked: underscores the miraculous nature of 

His manifestation 

1. ‘Peace be with you’:  

a. Reflects the promised Jesus made to them before the Cross; that when 

the hour comes He will give them His peace (14:27; 16:33)—i.e., the 

Holy Spirit 

2. Shows them His hands and His side (20)  

3. As the Father sent Me, I also send you (21) 

a. 17:18; Isa 43:10; Matt 28:18-20 (each Gospel ends with a 

commissioning) 

b. The disciples do not take over His mission; His mission continues 

through them; they carried on His work; they did not begin a new one 

C. He breathed (on them) and said ‘Receive the Holy Spirit’ (22)  

1. Here the giving of the Spirit is closely tied to their empowerment for ministry 

a. In Acts 2, it is the pouring out of the Spirit on all believers—though it 

includes empowerment for ministry (Acts 1:8) 

D. If you forgive/retain any of their sins they are forgiven/retained (23; cp. Matt 16:19; 

18:18) 

1. ‘Binding and loosing’: Semitic world meant judges declaring guilty or innocent; 

thus, binding or loosing the charges against them 
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2. Result of the preaching of the Gospel?  

 

20:24-29 Jesus appears to the Eleven including Thomas  

A. Thomas was not present (24)  

1. Thomas had proclaimed that unless he sees Him and touches Him he will not 

believe—emphatic negation (cf. 4:48) 

2. Thomas request is the type that Jesus condemned earlier (4:48) 

B. One Week Later: ‘eight days’ counting inclusively is the following Sunday (26) 

1. Still in Jerusalem 

a. Feast of Unleavened bread had just ended and Sat was the Sabbath 

b. Might have expected them to head home on this day 

2. Jesus appears even though the doors were locked 

3. Supernatural knowledge: Jesus knows Thomas’ objection without Thomas’ 

saying it 

4. Jesus says to Thomas: ‘Put your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your hand 

and put it into my side’  

a. Note: Jesus does not rebuke Thomas 

b. Also, Jesus meets His request for evidence (cp. Luke 11:29) 

5. Thomas’ weakness was that he should have believed based upon all the evidence 

that he previously had (namely, the testimony of Jesus and his fellow disciples) 

C. Thomas exclaims: ‘My Lord and My God’; Primary example of what 5:23 means 

1. If he said this in vain then why didn’t Jesus rebuke him and why would John 

include Thomas’ profanity; such would have never happened in Palestine on the 

lips of a devout Jew 

2. Thomas has realized not simply that Jesus has risen; but the full meaning of His 

rising  

D. Jesus bestows a blessing (29) 

1. Because you have seen you believe  

2. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed  

 

20:30-31 Purpose of the Gospel  

A. Therefore, (because those who have not seen and believed are blessed) this book was 

written (that they might believe even though they haven’t seen) (30-31) 

1. On the one hand Jesus did many other things: I.e., things that were seen by us 

2. On the other hand this is written so you may believe (1:12-13): I.e., you who 

haven’t seen can believe based on our testimony  

B. Many other signs: implies that the resurrection accounts are signs as well 
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C. Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (1:41; 1:49) 

 

 

Chapter 21 

21:1-25 Epilogue 

21:1-14 Jesus Appears by the Sea of Galilee 

A. Jesus manifested Himself again (1: cf. 1:31; 2:11; 17:6) 

B. Sea of Tiberius/Galilee; Return to Galilee as instructed: (16:32; Matt 26:32; Mark 14:28; 

16:7) 

C. 7 Disciples present (2) 

1. Peter, Thomas, Nathaniel, sons of Zebedee (James and John), and 2 others went 

out fishing (silence concerning James and John is striking) 

2. Went fishing  

a. Went in obedience (Mark 14:28; 16:7) 

b. Peter jumps into the water the moment he recognizes that it is Jesus (7) 

3. Caught nothing (3)  

a. They are about to learn that without Him they can do nothing (cf. 15:5) 

D. Early in the morning Jesus arrives (4) 

1. Perhaps, too early to recognize Him 

2. Orders them to cast net on the right side (cf. Luke 5:1-10) 

3. Great number of fish (6): 153 fish (11) 

4. Immediately John realizes it must be Jesus: ‘It is the Lord’ (7; cf. Luke 5:1-10) 

5. Peter jumps into the sea  

a. Put on his outer garment; stripped for work:  

6. Other disciples came in the boat dragging the net full of fish (8) 

E. Fire already burning (9): appears in only 2 places: here and in the HP courtyard when 

Peter denied Jesus  

1. Fish and bread: In his flesh Jesus washed their feet; now the risen Lord still 

serves them: a hot breakfast after a night of toil 

a. Though they contribute some of their catch (10) 

2. Peter hauls in the net himself:  

3. 153 fish? (11) 

4. Net was not torn; yet, in Luke 5:1-10 nets broke  

F. Jesus invites them ‘come’ (12; cf. 1:39) 
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G. They knew it was the Lord, yet, no one dared to ask if it was Him  

1. Apparently, they are very uneasy still with the whole Resurrected Jesus thing 

2. Note those on the road to Emmaus do not know who He is until He breaks the 

bread 

H. Jesus feeds them (13) 

1. Not providing evidence of His own resurrection as in Luke 24:41-43; as there is 

no mention of His eating anything  

I. 3
rd

 time Jesus was manifested after he was raised (14) 

1. Other two manifestations to the disciples 

a. 10: minus Thomas (20:19-23)  

b. 11: including Thomas (20:26-29) 

 

21:15-24 Jesus Reinstates Peter  

A. Jesus questions Peter (15) 

1. Was this a private conversation? (See: 20) 

B. Do you love me more than these? (15, 16, 17) 

1. Peter confesses his love for Christ 3 times (as many as he denied Him) 

2. ANE custom of repeating a matter 3 times before witnesses in order to convey 

solemn obligation  

C. Peter answers: ‘yes, Lord, you know that I do’ (15, 16, 17) 

D. Jesus replies: ‘Tend My lambs’; ‘Shepherd My sheep’; ‘Tend My sheep’ (15, 16, 17): 

Pastoral emphasis  

E. Peter was grieved (17) 

1. Because Jesus asked a 3
rd

 time  

F. Truly, Truly (18) 

1. Jesus predicts Peters martyrdom (18) 

2. When you were young vs. when you are old: you will ‘stretch out your hands’  

a. Idiom for: crucifixion?  

3. Jesus indicated what kind of death he would glorify God (19) 

a. Just as Jesus glorified the Father through His death, so does Peter (cf. 

12:27-28; 13:31-32; 17:1; 1 Pet 4;14-16) 

G. Peter asks about John (21) 

H. Jesus replies: ‘none of our business’; ‘You follow Me’ (that is your business) (22) 

1. If I want him to remain  

2. Jesus did not mean that he would not die—though that is how some took it (23)  
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I. This is the disciple (24) 

1. The writer of this Gospel is the beloved disciple  

J. We know that his testimony is true  

 

21:25 The Greatness of Jesus 

A. Jesus did many other things (25) 

1. In all they ‘beheld His glory’ (cf. 1:14) 

 

 

 


