
Dalrymple 

Gospel of Luke 
 

Chapter 9 

9:1-6 

A. The Disciples (12) are sent out (1) 

B. They are given power and authority (cf 4:36; Acts 1:8) 

C. Authority over demons and to heal (cf 4:18-19; 7:21-22) 

1. Engaged in the ministry of Jesus (cf 9:6; 4:18-19; 7:21-22; 8:1-2) 

D. 3 Sets of instructions: 

1. Told to take no provisions (3; cp 22:36—where Jesus suspends this; perhaps because 

during this time they will enjoy the hospitality that Jesus was given; later this will not 

happen) 

a. They are to act in faith that the Lord will provide (11:3) 

2. If welcomed, remain in that house until you leave town (4) 

a. Probably a safeguard against the temptation to move house to house to gain 

better accommodations  

3. If not welcomed, shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them (5) 

a. Associated with ridding oneself of defilement; e.g., when one traveled into 

Gentile lands  

 

9:7-9 Herod’s Questions about Jesus  

A. Herod the Tetrarch (7) 

1. He had JTB killed  

B. Who is this? (9 ; 7:19-20, 49; 8:25) 

1. The defining question of this chapter  

 

9:10-11 Apostles return  

A. Returned and gave an account (10)  

B. Bethsaida (11) 

C. Jesus spoke of the KOG and healed those in need  

 

9:12-17 Feeding the 5,000 

A. Multitude followed; now it was late (11-12) 

1. Late in the afternoon; little time to get provisions 

2. ‘In a desolate place’/wilderness; recalls the manna (Exod 16; Num 11) 
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B. The 12 ask Jesus to send them away 

1. Perplexity is due to the fact that Jesus has just instructed them not to worry about 

provisions (9:3) 

C. You give them something (13) 

1. Disciples still fail to understand: ‘we have no more than . . . ‘  

D. Disciples had 5 loaves and 2 fish (13) 

1. Elisha's provision for 100 with only 5 loaves (2 Kings 4:42-44; Luke 1:53; 6:21)  

E. 5,000 men; Sat in groups of 50 (14) 

F. All ate and were satisfied (17)  

1. No reference is made here to any concerns over purity issues: some of these people were 

unclean?; did they wash?; was the food properly prepared?; was a tithe paid on the meal? 

2. God’s blessings are contravening normal social boundaries  

G. 12 baskets full of bread retrieved  

1. Suggests that the lesson was for the 12? (Lane, 366)  

 

9:18-50 Christological Confession and Discipleship  

9:18-20 

A. While He was praying (18) 

1. In prayer Jesus receives guidance and empowerment (3:21-22; 5:16; 6:12-20) 

B. Disciples (18) 

C. Who do the multitudes say I am (18) 

1. Ans: similar to Herod’s (9:7-9)  

D. Who do you say I am? (20) 

1. Peter confesses: ‘You are the Christ’ (20) 

 

9:21-22 Prediction of Suffering  

Suffering and Vindication (9:22, 44; 12:50; 13:31-33; 17:25; 18:31; Ps 18, 22, 32, 69, 118; Isa 

52:13-53:12) 

A. Jesus warns them not to tell anyone (21) 

1. They do not understand the nature of His messiahship  

B. Son of Man (22)  

1. Suffer many things  

2. Rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes (essentially the Sanhedrin)  

3. Be killed 

4. Raised up on the 3
rd

  

 



Dalrymple  Gospel of Luke 9-18 

 37 

9:23-27 Discipleship as Suffering 

A. To come (Gk progressive) after Him one must: (23) 

1. Deny himself (23) (Gk aorist) 

a. In the West this has come to be understood in the midst of our autonomous 

individualism 

b. This would have had meaning for them only in terms of a community  

2. Take up his cross daily (Gk aorist) 

a. Lit.; carrying one’s crossbeam  

b. Daily: signifies living each day as though one has been sentenced to death  

c. One sentenced to death forfeited their estate and their right to burial 

3. Follow me (1:11; 5:27; Rev 14:4) (Gk progressive)  

a. The progressive along with the use of ‘daily’ stresses the importance of 

persistence in the life of discipleship  

B. For, whoever: saves life will lose it (24; John 3:17, 19; 1 Cor 1:18-31; Gal 2:20; 2 Pet 1:4; 1 

John 2:15-16)  

1. Life: here refers to the totality of human life 

2. ‘What Jesus is asking is that people give up their lives—their relationships, their 

conceptions of the world, and the practices that flow from these—in order to follow him 

in his unresolved commitment to the salvific purpose of God’ (Lane, 674)  

3. No profit if one gains the world and loses himself (25) 

a. Economic terms; possessions  

C. For, whoever, is ashamed of Him; He will be ashamed of them (26) 

1. The result of Jesus’ call to discipleship is ostracism and social dishonor  

D. Some will not see death (27) 

1. Following scene is the transfiguration; so it appears that at least 3 of them have seen His 

glory  

 

9:28-36 Transfiguration  

A. 8 Days later (28)  

1. Matt 17:1; Mark 9:2 say after 6 days 

2. Matthew and Mark count exclusively; while Luke counts inclusively 

B. Jesus again only takes Peter, James and John  

C. Mountain: cp Sinai  

D. To pray (28); while praying (29) 
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E. Jesus is transfigured (29) 

1. Face and clothes  

a. Face often reflects the heart in the OT  

b. Clothes signify one’s status: this a heavenly status  

2. ‘Beheld His glory’ (32)  

F. Moses and Elijah appear with Jesus in a transfigured state (30)  

1. Association with Elijah is in terms of a prophet who acts on behalf of those not normally 

regarded as part of the covenant community—Gentiles, Samaritans, poor  

2. They too appear in glory—enjoying the status of those who belong to the heavenly court; 

(Note; the angels are also in glory in 9:26 as is clear in the Greek text) 

G. Talking about Jesus’ death; ‘e;xodoj’ Exodus! (31) 

1. They apparently understood what Jesus was about to do 

2. Was to be accomplished ‘in Jerusalem’; hence He must go to Jerusalem 

H. Disciples 

1. Barely awake (32) 

a. May allude to their spiritual dullness (Lane, 683) 

b. ‘Master’ suggests that Peter still does not get it (33) 

c. ‘Not realizing what he was saying’ (33) 

2. Saw His glory  

3. Peter requests to make three tents (33) 

a. Reminiscent of the Feast of Tabernacles that reminded them of God’s provision? 

4. Afraid (34)  

I. God  

1. Cloud overshadowed them (34); Divine presence (Exod 13:21-22; 33:9-11; 34:5; 1 Kings 

8:10-11)  

2. Voice (Exod 19:16; Deut 5:22): ‘This is my beloved Son; Listen to Him’ 

J. They reported to no one (36)  

1. They do not grasp the significance of this yet?; next section illustrates this  

 

9:37-50 Disciples Fail and Jesus Instructs  

9:37-42: Jesus begins to prepare the disciples for His death 

A. Next day (37) 

1. Links us with the Transfiguration  

B. Man with only son who is possessed (38) 

1. Only son (7:12; 8:42); significant for caring for the family   
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2. Spirit seizes him, screams, convulsions, mauls him, and scarcely leaves him (39)  

C. Disciples could not cast it out (40) 

1. They have been given authority over demons (9:1) 

D. ‘Unbelieving and perverted generation’ (41; Cf Deut 32:5, 20; Num 14:27; Prov 6:14; Isa 

59:8); title for Israel in the Exodus story  

1. Inability is due to their lack of faith  

2. The disciples on their way to Jerusalem begin this journey as ‘faithless’ people  

E. Jesus drives out the demon (42) 

1. Contrast with Jesus and the disciples  

 

9:43-45 Second betrayal prediction 

A. While they were marveling (43) 

B. Jesus tells the disciples that He is about to be betrayed (44) 

C. Disciples do not understand and they were afraid to ask!  (45); 4 statements outlining their 

failure to understand: 

1. Did not understand  

2. Concealed from them  

3. Might not perceive  

4. Failed to ask from fear  

 

9:46-50 Disciples argue about who is the greatest  

A. Which was the greatest (46) 

B. Jesus knew their thoughts (47) 

C. Takes a child by His side (47) 

1. Puts the child in a position of honor 

D. Least shall be great: one who receives this child in my name (48) 

1. Mish Abot 3:10 ‘Morning sleep, mid-day wine, chattering with children . . . destroy a 

man’ 

2. To ‘welcome’ someone was to extend them honor and hospitality; which one only did for 

an equal or greater person 

3. Jesus overturns social pyramid; which is the very thing the disciples were arguing about  

E. Jesus explains the greatest in he who is the least among you: 

1. Welcome Him 

F. John: someone else was driving out demons in Jesus’ name (49) 

1. This man ironically was doing what they were called to do and was successful at what 

they were unable to do (9:40) 
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2. Jesus explains that one doesn’t have to be a member of their group in order to be a 

follower of Christ 

 

9:51-19:44 Journey to Jerusalem 

9:51-56 Jesus heads for Jerusalem through Samaria  

A.  ‘Set His face to go to Jerusalem’: Jesus heads for Jerusalem (51; 9:31; 13:33)  

1. When the time of His ascension approached! 

B. Samaritans refuse to welcome Jesus (52-53) 

C. James and John ask for fire to come down from heaven (54) 

D. Jesus rebukes them (55) 

E. Son of man came to save (56)  

 

9:57-62 Cost of Discipleship  

A. ‘On the road’  (57) 

B. ‘I will follow you’: Man claims to be willing to follow Jesus wherever He goes (57; he 

obviously doesn’t know what’s entailed)   

C. Jesus replies: I have no home (58) 

D. Jesus commands another to ‘follow Me’ (59) 

E. He asks, ‘let me go and bury my father’ (59) 

1. If the father were dead he would be presently making such arrangements 

2. After his father dies, will their be another encumbrance? 

- Thus, discipleship means willingness to forsake home  

F. Jesus replies: allow the dead to bury their own; go and proclaim everywhere the KOG (60) 

G. Another man asks if he can first go back and say good-bye to his family (61) 

H. Jesus replies: no one who looks back is fit for the KOG (62) 

1. Jesus explains that the man who gazes back—more concerned about what he is leaving 

behind cannot be His disciple 

 

 

Chapter 10 

10:1-20 Jesus sends out the disciples (72) 

A. 70 (72)? (1) 

B. ‘others’ (1) 

1. Seems to imply that the 12 were not included  

2. Sent out 2 by 2 according to Deut 19:15 and the need for 2 witnesses to confirm any truth 

claim 
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C. Ask the Lord to send out workers: ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few’ (2) 

D. Go as lambs among wolves (3) 

E. Take no provisions (4) 

F. If they bless you they will be blessed (5-6); If they listen/reject you they listen/reject me (16) 

G. ‘Worker deserves his wages’ (7) 

H. Those who receive you; some are healed: KOG has come near (8-9) 

I. They do not receive you, shake the dust off your feet (10-11) 

J. ‘In that day’ (12) 

K. Sodom (12) 

1. The sin of Sodom was inhospitality! (Ezek 16:48) 

L. Woe, Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernaum (13-15) 

1. Exalted to heaven and will descend to Hades (cf Isa 14:1-27)  

M. Be better for Tyre and Sidon (cf Isa 23; Ezek 26:15-21, 28) 

1. Gentile cities  

N. 70 return (17) 

1. Even the demons submit (contra 9:37-40) 

2. They rejoice; to which Jesus mildly corrects them: ‘rejoice that your names are in 

heaven’ (20)  

L. Satan fell from Heaven (18) 

1. Fulfillment of 1:69-72  

O. Rejoice that your names are written in Heaven (20) 

 

10:21-24 Blessedness of the Disciples  

A. Father did reveal these things to babes (21)  

1. Lucan pattern of reversal (1:51-53; 2:34) 

B. No one knows who the Son is except the Father (22) 

C. No one knows who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son will to reveal 

Him  

D. Blessed are the eyes which see what you see (23)  

E. Many prophets and kings wished to see them (24)  

       Hidden     Revealed 

1. Wise and intelligent   versus   infants (21) 

2. Prophets and kings  versus   you (24) 
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10:25-11:13 Discipleship 

Looking to our neighbor (10:30-37), Jesus (10:38-42), and God (11:1-13) 

 

10:25-37 Parable of the Compassionate Samaritan  

A. Expert in the law questions Jesus to test Him: What must I do to inherit eternal life? (25; Deut 

6:16-25) 

1. Wants to ‘test’ Jesus (25) 

2. Wants to justify himself (29)  

B. Jesus responds with the question: what does it say in the law? (26) (Rabbi’s always answered 

a question with a question) 

C. Expert’s response: Love the Lord your God and to Love your neighbor (27; Deut 6:5; Lev 

19:18) 

1. Of course, Lev 19:34 says to love the alien who lives among you!  

D. Jesus responds: Do this and you will live (28) 

E. But, the expert wanted to justify himself and so Jesus asks: who is my neighbor? (29) 

1. For a Jew the answer was another Jew (Matt 5:43) 

2. Jesus, however, says that one should not worry about who is my neighbor, as much as to 

whom am I a neighbor! (36) 

F. Jesus gives the parable of the compassionate Samaritan (30-37) 

1. Man going from Jerusalem to Jericho fell into the hands of robbers (common on this 

route) (30) 

a. ‘A certain man’; hides the man’s identity; he is simply a man in need  

2. A priest and a Levite pass by (31-32) 

a. Both came, saw, and pass by 

b. Both would be Levites; the priest would be able to perform the sacrifices; while 

the Levite could only assist  

c. Both as characteristic of a society that classifies people on an us-them basis; not 

on the basis of their performances but on their ancestry 

d. Perhaps they were concerned with purity; if the man were dead they would 

become defiled—but I doubt that this is what Jesus was leaving as an option; 

Jesus’ point is that they did nothing; 

e. Also, even priests had an obligation to bury dead corpses; plus they are leaving 

Jerusalem so purity to participate in the Temple was not an issue  

3. 3
rd

 person is a Samaritan (33; Samaritans were violently hated—’Samaritan and demon-

possessed’ John 8:48) 

a. He came, saw, and was moved with compassion (7:13; contrast with the other 2 

men)  

i. This distinguishes him from the other 2 
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ii. They would have distinguished by class/race 

iii. Jesus distinguishes by action!  

b. Took pity on him; Bandaged his wounds: Poured on oil and wine; Brought him to 

an Inn and took care of the financial obligations  

c. Oil: most common medicine in the ancient world 

d. 2 Denarius: enough for several weeks (1/12 of a denarius for an inn) 

e. Man risks danger of himself in caring for him; and in taking him to an inn; plus 

risks extortion from the inn keeper!  

4. Thus, who acted like a neighbor? (36) 

a. Lev 19:33-34: even the foreigner is to be treated well 

b. Note: Jesus’ question also stresses action not status (He does not ask, ‘who is my 

neighbor’ but ‘who acted as a neighbor’)  

5. Expert replied: one who had mercy (37) 

a. Note: the expert in the law would not use the term ‘Samaritan’ 

 

10:38-42 Mary and Martha 

A. Jesus enters Bethany and visits Mary and Martha (38-39) 

B. Mary sat at the Lord’s feet: Martha overcome by all the preparations 

1. Sitting at one’s feet is the posture of disciple of a rabbi (Acts 22:3)  

C. Martha has her priorities out a whack (cf. 5:34, 35) 

D. ‘Mary has chosen what is better’ (42; Deut 8:3) 

1. Martha is concerned with many things 

2. Mary is only concerned with one  

a. She is fixed on Jesus and His word  

 

 

Chapter 11 

11:1-13 Jesus’ instructions on prayer 

A. While He was praying (1) 

B. Teach use to pray (1) 

1. As John taught his disciples; not uncommon for a group of disciples to be given a 

community prayer  

a. ‘You’; plural  

2. Gives the Lord’s prayer (cf. Matt. 6:9-13) 

C. When you pray (2) 
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D. Address: ‘Father’ (cf Deut 32:6; Isa 63:16) 

1. Cf 10:22: Jesus’ choosing to give them insight into who the Father is means that they 

have been chosen to receive such insight  

E. 2 statements: 

1. Thy name is Holy (cf Exod 20:7; Deut 5:11; Ezek 36:16-32) 

2. Thy Kingdom come 

F. 3 requests  

1. Give us each day our daily bread (3) 

a. We are to depend on God for daily sustenance (9:1-6; 10:1-11; illustrated in 

9:12-27) 

b. Enough bread for today (Exod 16:9-21)   

2. Forgive us our sins (4; very important theme in Luke: 1:77; 3:3; 5:20-21, 23-24; 7:47-49; 

12:10; 17:3-4; 23:34; 24:47) 

a. Maintains focus on release from debts (4:18-19); NOTE: ‘sins’ and ‘debts’ 

probably interchangeable here 

b. As we forgive others (Eph 4:32; Col 3:13) 

i. This is not a pre-requisite for having our sins forgiven  

ii. Instead, the request is grounded in the fact that this is what we do 

iii. In effect, our behavior is a result of what God has done for us; we model 

His behavior  

3. Lead us not into temptation  

a. Request to not be tested  

b. Testing in Luke is a hindrance to our faith  

G. Parable: illustrates the Lord’s willingness to provide for the necessities of His children (5-13) 

1. ‘Suppose one of you’: essentially means ‘can you imagine’? (5); ans is ‘no’ (see also 11)  

2. Friend arrives at midnight and asks for 3 loaves of bread to assist another who is 

journeying (5) 

a. 3 Loaves sufficient for 1 meal 

b. Bread is consumed daily 

c. Request is for ‘our daily bread’: needs  

d. Assumed in such a culture that one would oblige and help the man; in such a day 

the whole village would have likely pitched in to help 

e. Especially in terms of a friendship (cf 5, 6, 8) 

f. To not do so was dishonoring  

g. Prov 3:27-28: the story appears to assume that the family had bread but didn’t 

want to be inconvenienced  
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3. Person inside says don’t bother me (7) 

a. Most likely, a person would not deny some simple request as this: thus, how 

much less likely would the Father deny this request? 

4. Children are in bed:  

a. Presumably a one room home; children sleep on the floor  

5. Yet, because of the persistence the man obliges (8)  

6. Therefore, because God will rise up and act on our behalf, we ought to bring our requests 

to Him (9) 

7. Now suppose (11); another hypothetical in which the ans is assumed ‘no’  

a. Child asks a parent for a daily need  

8. Jesus argues from the lesser to the greater; surely God won’t do that either! (13) 

a. Evidenced by the fact that human parents give good gifts (fish) while God give 

the greatest gift (the HS!)  

 

11:14-54 Opposition 

11:14-23 Casts out demons by Beelzebul  

A. Jesus drives out demon that had caused its’ victim to become mute (14) 

1. The man speaks: Verifiable evidence that the miraculous has occurred 

B. Some claim that Jesus does such by the power of Beelzebub (15) 

1. Simeon had said that Jesus would cause the rise and fall of many (2:34-35) 

2. Why would a servant of Satan undermine Satan’s own work by freeing the demon-

possessed? 

C. Others asked for a sign from Heaven (16) 

Response #1  

Language of competing kingdoms (‘kingdom’, ‘house’, ‘castle’, ‘household’, battlefield 

language) 

D. Jesus knew their thoughts (17) 

1. Jesus responds that a house divided against cannot stand (17-18) 

2. Jesus assumes that Satan is in charge of his kingdom and that it is unified in its efforts   

3. Thus, Satan cannot be casting out demons 

Response #2  

E. By whom do your sons? (19) 

1. Jewish exorcists? Or the Disciples?  

2. ‘They will be your judges’; they too if asked will suggest that their source is God and will 

stand witness against you; similarly Nineveh stood as witness against Israel  



Dalrymple  Gospel of Luke 9-18 

 46 

F. If by the finger of God, the KOG has come (20); Jesus explains that the stronger man 

(himself; 3:15-16) is the one who is able to cast out demons (or Satan: the one who binds) 

1. Finger—active power of God (Exod 8:19; 31:18)  

a. Background in the Exodus: Pharaoh’s magicians exclaim that this is the finger of 

God 

2. KOG has come 

G. Strong man guards his home can only be defeated by one stronger (21-22) (full of military 

terms) 

1. Household of a mansion/castle—usually a local Roman administrator—can only be 

defeated by one stronger  

2. Thus, Satan, by means of one of his agents, guards his possessions—the person 

demonized—and Jesus has freed the man  

H. He who is not with me is against me (23): militaristic  

1. A persons side in this battle is determined by their response to Jesus!   

2. Because of the nature of the battle—people must align themselves; choose their loyalty 

I. He who does not gather with Me scatters  

1. Gathering of God’s people   

 

11:24-36 Warnings about response to the Word 

A. Don’t leave an inner house that is cleansed remain empty (24-26)  

1. House often means ‘Temple’   

B. Blessed is the womb that bore you (27) 

C. Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and obey it (28) 

D. This generation is a wicked generation (29)  

1. Wicked generation asks for a sign 

a. Asking for signs—literally, Divine authentication—is not necessarily evil: their 

problem is that they have already had so many signs that Tyre and Sidon would 

have repented (10:14) 

2. ‘This generation’ (30, 32; 7:31; 9:41; where they are stubborn and rebellious)  

3. ‘Evil’: both ‘this generation’ (29) and the ‘eye’ (34)  

a. Implication is that this generation is evil because their eyes are evil  

b. Blessed are those who hear and obey (28) 

E. Only the sign of Jonah (29) 

F. Jonah became a sign to Nineveh (30)   
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G. Light a lamp and let others see (33)  

1. Greco-Roman physiology the thought was that the body had light in it that went out 

through the eye (not light coming in through the eye but visa versa) (Deut 15:9; 28:54; 

Prov 23:6; 28:22) 

a. With this in view; the question is whether the body is full of light or darkness  

H. Jesus then explains that the problem is not that they need a sign, but that their lamp is bad 

(34) 

1. i.e., Their motives, thoughts, and actions are wicked 

I. Exhortation is to repent and one can change their status (35) 

 

11:37-54 Jesus pronounces the 6 woes against the Pharisees and Scribes  

A. Jesus eats with a Pharisee (37; cf 7:36-50) 

1. Jesus doesn’t wash His hands  

2. Such laws of purity served as boundary markers; in and out  

B. Pharisee notices that Jesus didn’t first wash (38; ceremonial washing)  

C. Jesus uses this as an opportunity to speak on the need for inner purity (39) 

1. ‘Inside you are full of greed and wickedness’ (39); their concern for purity overlooks the 

need for integrity between one’s inner constitution and one’s behavior  

2. Thus, they are examples of this evil generation and those whose eyes are full of darkness 

3. Charity (41): a kind that removes barriers is the purity that God desires!  

D. Woe 1: Tithe on the smallest items but neglect Justice and Love of God (42) 

1. They neglect the Love of God and neighbor (10:25-37) 

E. Woe 2: Love most important seats in the Synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces (43) 

F. Woe 3: Like unmarked grave that people walk over (44) 

1. Perhaps, Jesus is indicating that they ignorantly defile themselves in their acts; in their 

efforts to be pure they have defiled themselves  

G. Scribe: teacher you are insulting us (45) 

H. Woe 4: (to the Scribes:) Load people down with burdens (46) 

1. Can be read as either: 

a. They are hypocrites: asking others to do what they don’t do themselves 

b. They ask others to do burdensome tasks but won’t help them 

2. Oppressive rules and legalism 

3. However, the commoner is too low to be helped by the Scribes and Pharisees 

I. Woe 5: Build tombs for the prophets and acknowledge that your fathers killed them (47) 

1. Now you will kill the apostles (49) 
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J. I will send them apostles and prophets (49) 

1. Some they will kill  

K. ‘This generation’ (50; cf 29)  

L. Woe 6: Taken away the key of knowledge (52) 

M. Pharisees and Scribes began to oppose Him fiercely (53-54) 

 

 

Chapter 12 

12:1-48 Discipleship: trusting in God  

12:1-12 Confess in Jesus: Persecution and Identification with God’s Purpose   

A. Jesus warns about the leaven of the Pharisees (1) 

1. Which is hypocrisy  

a. A person whose conduct is not determined by God and is thus ‘godless’; i.e., not 

playacting, but misdirected in their understanding of God; thus they have only 

the appearance of piety  

b. Supported by the description of Pharisees as persons concerned with legal 

observance not rooted in justice or the love of God (11:42; 10:25-37)  

c. The sermon will go on to describe them as those who are unable to understand 

true meaning of Scripture; as a result they only have a surface appearance of 

piety 

2. Leaven is a symbol of corruption (Exod 12:14-20; 1 Cor 5:6) 

3. Jesus doesn’t present only the Pharisees this way; but warns His disciples of such 

behavior  

B. Nothing covered that will not be revealed (2): 3 suggestions  

1. What is on the inside of a person (8:17; 11:33-36) 

2. True nature of a disciple will come through in persecution  

3. You will be judged for everything spoken  

C. Fear Him who ‘has the power to throw you into Hell’ (4-5) 

D. Sparrows are not forgotten by God (6) 

1. Sold for 2 cents: ‘cent’: 1/16 of a denarius  

E. Hairs of your head are numbered (7) 

F. Acknowledge Christ before men, He’ll acknowledge before Father (8-9) 

1. Context is one of hostility: acknowledging in the face of hostility  

2. Christ will acknowledge us ‘before the angels of God’  

G. Speak against the Son of Man it will be forgiven (10) 
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H. Blaspheme the HS it will not be forgiven  

1. Blaspheme to speak ill or abusively against someone  

2. Attributing the work of Jesus to Satan?  

3. Apostasy?  

4. Is it a single act or a persistent rejection of Christ and the Spirit? 

5. In light of the fact that the HS is the One who empowers in the midst of persecution, then 

blasphemy of the Spirit is committing apostasy in the face of persecution? 

6. Speaking against Jesus as the Pharisees are doing is not as bad  

I. When brought to synagogues and rulers and authorities do not be anxious about what to say 

(11) 

J. HS will teach you what to say (12)  

1. HS is provided to us in order to teach the persecuted what to say (21:12-15)  

 

12:13-34 Faithfulness concerning possessions  

12:13-21 Parable of the Rich man  

A. Man asks Jesus to serve as an arbiter over a family dispute of inheritance (13; Num 27:1-11; 

36:7-9; Deut 21:16-17) 

1. Likely the younger brother  

B. Jesus: who appointed me a judge (14; cf Exod 2:14)  

C. Question arose out of greed (15) 

1. ‘A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions’ (15)  

D. Parable explains warning about greed (16) 

1. Note: repeated use of ‘I’ 

E. Man acts with good business sense (16-19)  

F. This is how it is for everyone who is not rich toward God (21) 

 

12:22-34 Warning about storing up treasures  

A. To His disciples (22) 

B. ‘On account of this’: implications from the assertion that ‘life does not consist in the 

abundance of possessions’  

C. Don’t worry about your life: food or clothes (22) 

1. Already taught to pray and that God will provide for such basic provisions (11:1-13)  

D. 1
st
 argument: For, life is more than food and clothes (23) 

E. 2
nd

 argument: Consider the ravens: God feeds them (24) 

1. Ravens are unclean (Lev 11:15; Deut 14:14; Job 39:13-14; Ps 79:9) 

2. Argument from the lesser to the greater: You are more valuable than they 
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3. Also, worrying cannot extend your life  

F. Consider the lilies: Not even Solomon was clothed like them (27) 

1. Argument from the lesser to the greater: How much more will God provide clothes for 

you? 

G. Ye of ‘little faith’ (28)  

1. That they are of little faith is promising  

H. Therefore, do not set your heart on food or clothes (29) 

1. Nations of the world: What the pagan world does  

I. Instead, seek God’s Kingdom and you’ll receive these things as well (31) 

1. ‘These things’: food and clothes 

J. ‘Little flock’ (32) 

1. Also, OT term for Israel (Ezek 34) 

K. Therefore, sell your possessions and give to the poor (33) 

1. In the Roman economy gifts were given to secure one’s position in the community; 

repayment was expected; thus, it often placed one in your debt  

2. In God’s economy recognition is given that God is the Supreme giver who provides for 

giver and the recipient; those who give without expecting anything in return are repaid by 

God 

L. For, where your treasure is there will be your heart also (34) 

 

12:35-48 Be ready for service  

A. Be dressed: (Lit. having robe tucked into the belt in order to run) (35; Eph 6:14; 1 Pet 1:13) 

B. Keep your lamps lit  

C. Be ready for your master when he returns from the wedding (36-37)  

1. Master provides a meal for those who are faithful  

2. Reverses societal norms:  

a. Banquet is for slaves  

b. Master takes on the role of the slave  

D. 2
nd

, 3
rd

 watch suggests a delay (38)  

E. Thief was coming (39; 1 Thess 5:2-4; 2 Pet 3:10; Rev 3:3; 16:15)  

1. Coming is unpredictable; so is the Son of Man’s  

F. Especially important to be ready since no one knows when He will return (40) 

G. Peter asks if this is for them or everyone else? (41)  

1. Jesus doesn’t really answer this question  

2. It seems as though Jesus says that everyone must be alert  
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H. Who is the Faithful and Wise manager (42)  

1. Steward was someone put in charge while the master was away; especially included 

allotting food to other servants and ensuring their well-being 

2. Applies to all within the Church; but especially to those in leadership; Waiting is not an 

inaction but an action  

3. Story supposes that the master departs and there is no hint to his return  

I. Blessed is the servant who is found doing such (43) 

1. Fidelity is measured by caring for others on behalf of the master  

2. He will be put in charge of all his possessions (44)  

J. Slave takes advantage of the delay (45) 

1. Beats slaves  

2. Eats and drinks to excess (cf 11:39; 12:19) 

K. Master comes on a day when he does not expect Him (46)  

L. Servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready will be beaten with many blows 

(47); Servant who does not know and does things deserving death will be beaten with few 

blows (48)  

M. What one has been given (48) 

1. To the disciples this would be the knowledge of the master’s will (10:21-24) 

2. To the Scribes and Pharisees it would be stewardship with what they have been entrusted  

3. To His followers it is the KOG (cf 32!)  

 

12:49-14:24 

12:49-59 Recognize the Coming Crisis  

A. Came to bring fire (49) 

B. I have a baptism to undergo (50)  

1. Often a sign of calamity  

C. Jesus did not come to bring peace (51)  

1. Though He indeed came to bring peace? (2:14; 7:50; 8:48; 10:5-6; Acts 10:36) 

2. At the same time He brings such peace His message brings opposition (2:34-35; 3:17) 

D. Hence, came to bring division and not peace (51-52)  

1. Within families (52; Mic 7:6)  

2. His ministry will also have consequences on family ties  

E. Crowds have been wanting signs (11:14-16, 29); Jesus now castigates them for not 

recognizing the signs (54-55)  

F. Hypocrites (56)  

G. Analyze the present time (56)  
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H. God is clearly at work through Jesus  

1. Settle accounts (58) 

2. Indentured servant who is imprisoned while property is sold to pay off debt  

 

 

Chapter 13 

13:1-9 Lessons for Israel   

A. Galileans Pilate had killed (1)  

B. All are equally guilty (2) 

1. Jews often thought that such judgments fell on those deserving—‘them’ not ‘us’ 

2. ‘Unless you repent, you too will all perish’ (3) 

3. Jesus will stress that they have escaped judgment not because of their sanctity but of 

God’s grace and mercy; which will not remain forever  

C. 18 on whom the tower in Siloam fell (4)  

D. Unless you repent (5)  

E. Parable of fig tree without any fruit (6; 3:7-9; 6:43-45; 8:4-15; Mic 4:4; Zech 3:10) 

1. Typically takes 3 years before it starts to produce fruit 

2. Nothing here suggests that the owner came the first three years expecting something that 

was unexpected; if so, then he is coming years 4-6  

3. Fruit bearing is closely related to ‘repentance’ (3:7-9); and ties with the call in v 3, 5 

F. Let it sit for another year (8) 

1. This would be the 7
th
 year  

2. Now is the time to repent  

G. Cut it down (9)  

 

13:10-17:10 Who will participate in the KOG?  

13:10-17 Jesus heals on the Sabbath  

A. It was the Sabbath (10) 

B. Heals a woman crippled by a spirit for 18 years (11-12)  

1. Bent over would have social ramifications; so would be in an ignominious position; this 

bent over demonized woman is a ‘daughter of Abraham’; 3:8!!  

2. Her raising up (13) would signal acceptance back into the community  

C. Calls out: ‘woman you are freed’ (12); ‘released’ (16) 

D. Synagogue ruler said to the people (and not Jesus) come on days other than the Sabbath (14) 
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E. Jesus points out the hypocrisy of this (15)—those who do not understand God’s purposes; 

thus, they cannot interpret the Scriptures accurately  

1. Jesus takes up the allusion to Deut 5:13 by alluding to 5:14 where the Sabbath 

requirements are extended to donkeys and oxen  

2. Untie a donkey and lead a it out to water—so that they may drink, something that was not 

life-threatening  

3. But, cannot free this woman? (16); Jesus picks up his argument of ‘what ought to be 

done’ with ‘ought not this woman have been freed?’ –argument from the lesser to the 

greater 

a. If an animal; why not this woman  

b. If one bound for a few hours; this woman bound for 18 years 

c. If the animal on the Sabbath; this woman on the Sabbath  

4. ‘Today,’ on the Sabbath, this prophecy is fulfilled (4:16-30)  

F. Jesus’ work fulfills His mission; the covenant promises to Abraham fulfilled (1:52-53, 73-75)  

G. Multitude rejoiced (17)  

 

13:18-21 Parables of salvation  

A. ‘Therefore’ (18): suggests that the parable is a response to the healing? Or to spell out the act 

in terms of its Kingdom significance? 

B. Parable of the mustard seed (18-19): The KOG will begin inconspicuously 

1. Starts small and insignificant 

2. Grows and becomes great; Normally thought of as a shrub and not a tree 

C. Parable of the leaven (20-21): The KOG is not like a new loaf that appears whole; but like 

leaven which works it way through the lump of dough  

1. 3 pecks of meal; enough to feed 150 people   

 

13:22-30 Are Just a Few Saved?  

A. On His way to Jerusalem (22)  

B. Are there just a few being saved? (23) 

1. Jesus’ answer seems ambiguous: first it is a narrow door (24); then a shut door (25); then 

multiple doors allowing most anyone in (29)  

2. Jesus’ answer also is ambiguous in that He focuses on the many who will be lost  

3. Future judgment is the result of present behavior  

C. Enter through the narrow door (24) 

1. Lit ‘Agonize’; Strive: ‘Make every effort’ (lit.: exerting concentrated strength)  

2. Emphasis on present activity  

D. Many will seek to enter and will not be able to (24)  
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E. Once the door is shut it is too late (25) 

1. Jesus is likely casting Himself as the head of the house (cf 26)  

2. Use of ‘you’ is intentional; instead of ‘he, him’ etc  

F. ‘I don’t know where you are from’  

G. Then they cannot share in the banquet (cf Isa 25:6-9!; 55:1-2; 65:13-14; Zeph 1:7; Luke 6:21; 

12:37; 14:15); they have misidentified their relationship with Abraham 

1. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the prophets (cf 6:22-23; 11:49-51)  

2. Many will be cast out (28)  

3. Many will sit (29)  

4. Reversal of the first and last (30) 

H. Many will come from East, West, South, and North  

 

13:31-35 Lament for Jerusalem and prediction of the destruction of the Temple 

A. Jesus is informed that Herod wants to kill Him (31) 

1. Herod is the Tetrarch of Galilee 

2. This threat is probably very real; he has already imprisoned and killed JTB  

B. Jesus responds He will reach His goal (32) 

1. Herod will not interfere with His plans 

2. ‘The fox’ suggests that he is not potent enough to detract Jesus from His plans   

C. Jesus must make it to Jerusalem because that’s where prophets die (33; 11:49) 

1. Now He adds that they stone the prophets sent to her (Acts 7) 

D. Jesus ‘wants’ to gather Jerusalem under His wings; They were unwilling (34)  

1. God desires to care for her as a mother to a hen (Deut 32:11; Ps 91:4; Isa 31:5)  

E. ‘House is left to you desolate’ (35; Jer 12:1-7; 22:5)  

1. House can refer to the Temple—in which case it may be referred to as the house of God; 

the use of the house of Jerusalem suggests otherwise?  

2. or, it can refer to the ‘household’ of Jerusalem  

F. ‘Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord’ (Ps 118:26) 

 

 

Chapter 14 

14:1-24 Kingdom and Banquet  

2 important social considerations:  

1) Social status was a vital concern; based on perception of others of your relative honor  

- Where one sat was a public advertisement of one’s status  
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- Invitations only went out to those belong to one’s inner circle; those who would 

preserve one’s social status  

2) Reciprocity: a gift and obligation system 

- Gifts as such were never ‘free’  

- Invitations to the poor were thus a waste: they could not reciprocate and therefore 

had to decline the invitation  

- Result was that social conventions excluded the poor—and insulated the rich from 

the needs of the poor—and served to advance their own agendas 

- Jesus advocates giving gifts without expecting a return (6:32-35) 

 

14:1-6 Jesus teaches at a Pharisees house 

A. Home of a leader of the Pharisees: member of the Sanhedrin (1) 

1. The ‘rulers of the people’ are generally held responsible in Luke for the death of Jesus 

(23:13, 35; 24:20; Acts 3:17; 4:5, 8; 13:27)  

2. Luke doesn’t appear to characterize all Pharisees as plotting against Him; some may have 

been open? (11:53-54) 

B. They were watching Him closely  

C. Man suffering from dropsy was present (2)  

1. Dropsy: a generalized term for edema; refers to bodily swelling due to an excess of fluid; 

not a disease in itself but evidence of a malfunction elsewhere in the body—especially 

heart failure or kidney disease 

D. Jesus asks: ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?’ (3)  

E. Heals the man (4)  

F. Illustration (5): son or an ox falls into a well—immediately pull him out on the Sabbath  

 

14:7-14 Parable of the Guests  

A. Jesus speaks a parable after He noticed that they chose the places of honor at the table (7)  

B. Conclusion: everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled (11)  

1. Jesus envisages a world in which the humble are most valued; this is the KOG  

C. Jesus addresses the host (12-14)  

1. Invite not your friends (12)  

2. Invite the poor, crippled, the lame, the blind (13) 

3. You will be blessed in the eschaton (14)  

4. Resurrection of the righteous  
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14:15-24 Parable of the Great Banquet  

A. Blessed is everyone who eats bread in the KOG (15) 

1. Man may well be espousing his conviction which would have been based on his ancestry 

to Abraham 

2. Thus, Jesus needed to correct him  

B. A man preparing banquet (16-17)  

1. Invited many guests; custom of double invitation 

a. Guests accept the first invitation and the host determines the number of people 

and how much food to prepare; animals to slaughter, etc  

b. Guests have time to prepare themselves   

C. Messenger comes with the 2
nd

 invitation to bring them to the banquet (17) 

1. Invited guest began to make invalid excuses (18-20)  

2. Guests represent the wealthy: those who have bought land and oxen  

a. Buying land without examining it would be an absentee landowner; a wealthy 

man from the city  

b. 5 yoke of oxen would work a farm of over 100 acres (avg farming would be 3-5 

acres per adult)  

D. 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 invitations are sent out He orders the sinners and lesser people of Israel to be 

invited instead (21-23)  

1. ‘Bring in’ the poor, crippled, blind, and lame (21; cf v 13)  

2. ‘Compel’ those along the highways and hedges (23): location of houses for those of low 

status; due to either their occupation, impurity, poverty, etc; outside the town; the utterly 

destitute who are probably not allowed to live in the city  

3. The host is not becoming their benefactor, but is practicing what Jesus taught about 

not expecting reciprocity  

E. I tell ‘you’ (2
nd

 plural) (24)  

 

14:25-35 Carrying your Cross 

A. Going along with Him (25) 

B. ‘If anyone’ (26); ‘whoever’ (27): invitation is open to all  

C. Comes to Christ and does not hate: (26) 

1. ‘Hate’ is a Semitic idiom: ‘means to Love one more than another’ 

2. Does not mean to actually hate 

3. In fact, it means to love; just love—in this case—Him more 

4. Thus, Christ used as examples—Mother, wife, children, own life—those things man 

tends to love the most 

5. Christ must be placed 1
st
 in the list of priorities 
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6. Must ‘give up everything he has’ (33) 

D. Carry his own cross; or cannot be my disciple (27)  

1. Synonymous for discipleship  

2. Persons who live as though condemned to death  

E. Count the cost: as a builder does (28-30); Count the cost: as a king does (31-32) 

F. Cannot be my disciple without giving up all his possessions (33)  

1. Present tense: indicates a characteristic feature of the disciple of Jesus  

G. Salt must remain salty (34-35)  

H. He who has ears, let him hear (35) 

 

 

Chapter 15 

15:1-32 Celebrating the return of the lost 

15:1-2 Setting  

A. Tax gatherers and sinners coming to Him (1; 3:12-13)  

1. Sinners: those who are excluded from society; in Luke they are those in need of 

forgiveness and are willing to repent (5:29-32; 7:35, 36-50)  

B. Pharisees and scribes began to grumble (2)  

1. Pharisees when paired with Scribes are Jesus’ foes (5:17-6:11; 7:29-30)  

C. Jesus is accused of welcoming the tax collectors and sinners (2) 

 

15:3-7 Parable of the Lost Sheep 

A. Jesus responds that even shepherds tie up the 99 sheep in order to go find the lost 1 (4; cp 

Ezek 34—YHWH will care for the sheep because His shepherds failed to do so) 

1. Average family has 5-15 animals; this is a wealthy family  

B. Carries it back (5) 

C. Calls friends to ‘rejoice with me, for I found my sheep which was lost’ (6) 

D. In fact, more rejoicing in Heaven over the 1 sinner who repents (7) 

 

15:8-10 Parable of the lost coin  

A. Woman loses 1 of 10 coins (8)  

1. Drachma; equivalent to a denarius—a day’s wages  

2. Probably the family savings  

B. Lights a lamp, sweeps the house and searches carefully   

1. Windowless home—hence need for a lamp  
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2. This woman is a village peasant  

C. She finds it she rejoices; calls her friends and neighbors (9)  

1. Again suggests a meal  

D. So also, the angels rejoice at every sinner who repents (10)  

 

15:11-31 Parable of the Lost Sons  

A. Man had 2 sons (11)  

B. Younger son asks for his inheritance (12)  

1. In effect he is stating that he wishes his father were dead  

2. Younger son received 1/3 of the inheritance as the older brother receives a double share 

C. Divided his wealth between them (12) 

1. The older brother too receives his share  

D. Set off for a distant country and squandered it away  (13) 

E. Began to be in need (14) 

1. Job feeding pigs (15; repulsive to a Jew) 

2. Wanted to eat what the pigs ate (16) 

F. Came to his senses (17)  

1. Thought that he would go back to his father (18)  

a. To return home would further disgrace the family  

2. Admit that he sinned  

3. Acknowledge his unworthiness (19)  

4. Ask to be one of the hired men  

a. Hired men we tradesman who lived in local villages and earned a wage 

b. Servants worked on the estate and lived there  

c. Perhaps as a hired man the son intends to earn a wage and begin to pay off his 

debt 

G. Father ‘was filled with compassion for him’ and ran to him and kissed him (20) 

1. Senior members of the family do not run; To gird up his clothes and run like a child was 

not dignified  

2. The father’s running suggests a public reception of the son 

3. Kiss, the embrace, gifts of robe, ring, and sandals are symbolize the son’s restoration to 

the family (20, 22)  

H. Father orders a banquet (22-24) 

1. Fattened calf: Too large a banquet for just the family  

2. Best robe: would have been the father’s own robe; unmistakably indicates restoration to 

the family!  
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3. By bringing the son back into the family he has made him an heir again 

4. But the only funds left are the elder brother’s 2/3  

I. The older son learns of his brother’s return (25-27) 

J. Oldest son is irate with the treatment his brother receives (28) 

1. Father had ‘compassion’ older brother has ‘anger’  

2. Not willing to go in (28) 

a. Shames the father by not going in 

3. ‘Look’ (29) 

4. ‘I have been serving you’ (29) 

5. ‘This son of yours’ (30) 

a. Shames the father by arguing in public  

6. ‘This’ is used derogatorily 

7. Does not say ‘my brother’ 

8. I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed (29; cf 18:11) 

 

 

Chapter 16 

16:1-9 Parable of corrupt manager 

A. Saying to His disciples (1) 

B. Rich man/Owner finds out about the manager’s poor work  

C. Steward squandering possessions  

1. Persons were known to sell themselves so as to attain such a status; which was often a 

move up  

2. Hence, his consternation when he realizes that he is about to lose his position (3); such 

would result in being either a laborer or a beggar (3); and he would lose his home (4) 

D. Asks him to give an account of all his work—show the records (2)  

E. Attempts to gain favor with other businessmen, that they may receive him into their homes 

(4-5)  

F. Summoned each one of the debtors (5) 

G. First owes 100 measures of oil (6) 

1. Large quantity: considerable olive grove  

H. Second owes 100 measures of wheat (7) 

1. Large quantity: equal to a farm that is 20x larger than the average family farm  

I. Owner commends his shrewdness: does not commend the acts themselves (8) 

1. Those debtors would have become this man’s benefactors and would have easily 

reciprocated and extended hospitality to them  
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2. Hearers would not have understood Jesus as commending dishonest practices (cf 10, 11) 

3. Man is commended for his shrewdness  

J. This age (8) 

K. Make friends (9) 

1. In the Greco-Roman culture making friends was deeply rooted in economic 

considerations  

2. Friends could be either equals, lessers, or greaters—depending on their economic status  

3. Lesser friends were ‘patrons’; though the term ‘friend’ spared them the social 

embarrassment of being called clients 

4. Using money to make friends then refers to a social reality: this manager used his 

master’s money to gain friends who responded in hospitality 

L. Jesus counsels them to make friends ‘with the mammon of unrighteousness’ (9) 

1. Money, which is ‘unrighteous’  

M. That they may receive you into eternal dwellings (9) 

1. Use money to make friends but not so that they may reciprocate—do so without 

expecting something in return (cf 6:32-35)  

2. This may well mean that they should use money to make friends among the poor who 

cannot give back 

 

16:10-13 Rule of Wealth  

A. Faithful in a little (10)  

1. Faithfulness is evidenced in the canceling of debts of the poor 

2. Mammon is not inherently evil; but one cannot remain neutral to it either 

B. Unrighteous in a little (10) 

1. Using wealth dishonestly in a manner that demonstrates commitment to this age  

C. True riches/ dishonest wealth (11) 

1. If one has not been faithful with mammon, God will not entrust true riches to us  

D. If one is not faithful in the use of another’s, then who will give you that which is your own 

(12) 

1. God has entrusted us with land and goods that we are to be faithful with; manage well  

2. We are to use what we have been entrusted with by God for the good of all  

E. You cannot serve two masters (13) 
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16:14-18 Jesus’ teachings on the Law 

A. Pharisees, who saw their wealth as the rightful reward of their faithfulness to the world, 

sneered at Jesus, who in contrast was poor and followed by a group of poor disciples (14)  

1. Objective would be that no one else listen to Him; to ridicule Him as a legitimate teacher 

of the law  

2. ‘Lovers of money’; closely related to making friends in v 9 

3. ‘They justify themselves’ (15) 

a. They have ‘rejected God’s purpose for their lives’ (7:30)  

4. Though the world system is unjust/unrighteous (8, 9, 10, 11); they nonetheless try to 

justify themselves  

5. Their concern for justice is perverted because they are looking to man and not God  

B. Jesus responds, ‘God knows your hearts’ (15) 

1. What man esteems is detestable to God; social status   

2. Pharisees were seeking human approval—social status—while God was examining their 

hearts  

3. Thus, this proves v 13: they cannot serve God and mammon  

C. Law and the Prophets (Jewish designation for the O.T.) in effect until John (16)  

1. They should have heeded the advice from the law and prophets  

2. New era is coming; Law is replaced by Kingdom  

3. Gospel of the KOG is preached; to the poor! (4:18-19)  

4. Coming of the KOG displaces the kingdom of the world  

a. KOG presents a new world in which the marginalized are brought in and the 

wealthy are left out  

D. The O.T. will never pass away until all is fulfilled (17) 

1. New era/Kingdom does not mean a change in morality; the law continues   

E. Illustrated with reference to divorce (18)  

 

16:19-31 The story of the rich man and Lazarus  

A. Rich man: who lived in luxury (19) 

1. Clothing: Well clothed; purple—white garments underneath a purple robe was a sign of 

the highest opulence  

2. Food: described in terms of a daily banquet (19)   

3. Home: his gate (20) suggests an estate (cf Amos 5:12-15 for the gate)  

B. Lazarus (20-21)  

1. Clothing: Lazarus was covered in sores; contrasting with the clothes of the rich man  

2. Food: Longed to eat what fell from the table  



Dalrymple  Gospel of Luke 9-18 

 62 

3. Home: No home mentioned; laid at his gate may suggest he is a cripple  

C. Rich man and Lazarus  

D. Lazarus carried by the angels to Abraham’s side (22) 

1. No mention of his being buried; the rich man is buried  

2. Taken by angels  

3. Taken to Abraham’s side: suggests a place of great honor at the heavenly banquet (13:28-

29)  

E. Rich man dies and is buried and goes to Hell/Hades (22-23) 

F. Rich man sees Abraham and Lazarus and requests for Lazarus to come and cool his tongue 

(23-24) 

G. Abraham reminds him of their conditions in life (25)  

H. Abraham explains that no one can cross the cavern (26) 

I. Rich man asks Abraham to send Lazarus to his 5 brothers to warn them (27-28) 

1. Question implies that they have no warning 

2. Answer: they do have a warning already: Law and the Prophets (29; 2-fold designation 

for the O.T.): i.e., they have the OT  

J. Rich man pleads: No, if someone from the dead goes to them they will believe (30)  

1. In neglecting the poor they have disregarded the will of God clearly expressed in the 

Scriptures  

 

 

Chapter 17 

17:1-10 Jesus teaches His disciples 

A. Said to His disciples (1)  

B. Woe to the person who is a stumbling block to ‘one of these little ones (1-2) 

1. Little ones used refers to Lazarus (16:19-31), the lost son (15:11-32), the poor, crippled, 

blind, and lame (14:12-14)?  

2. If so, then Jesus is referring to the injustices and indifference to inhospitality on behalf of 

the needy  

C. Better to drown than cause such to stumble (2) 

D. Therefore, ‘be on your guard’ (3) 

E. ‘If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him’ (3)  

1. First we should rebuke such a one  

2. Then we forgive the repentant one 

3. Seven times (4) 
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F. Disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith in order that they can live up to these standards (5) 

1. Faith in Luke has indicated a disposition; leads to faithful behavior; the lack thereof leads 

to anxiety and fear (5:20; 7:9, 50; 8:25, 48) 

2. Thus, the disciples are asking, ‘make us faithful people’; help us to live so as not to cause 

a little one to stumble; and so as to be faithful with ‘unrighteous mammon’  

G. Faith like a mustard seed (6)  

1. Even a small amount of faith could cast a deeply rooted mulberry tree into the sea  

H. Obedience is not a means of gaining honor or a reward (7-10)  

I. We are merely doing ‘our duty’ (10)  

1. Warning to the Church to realize that there is no room for boasting in the Church 

 

17:11-19:27  

17:11-19 Jesus heals 10 lepers  

A. ‘On his way to Jerusalem’ between Samaria and Galilee (11)  

1. ‘A certain village’ keeps the ambiguity (12)  

B. 10 Lepers appear at a distance (12; Lev 13:46; Num 5:2-3)   

1. Stood at a distance: the boundary fence is still erected (are they outsiders who respond 

faithfully to Jesus? 7:1-10, 36-50; 19:1-10; 23:39-43) 

2. We find only later that one is a Samaritan (16, 18)  

3. Leprosy could indicate a number of skin diseases  

C. Jesus commands them to go show themselves to the priest (14)  

1. To do so would suggest that they are going to show themselves as cleansed  

2. Presumably for ceremonial purification (Lev 14:2) 

D. Enroute, one of them realizes that he has been cleansed (14-15) 

1. He ‘saw’; recovery of sight to the blind  

2. Returns to ‘give praise to God’ (2:20; 5:25-26; 7:16-17; 13:13; 23:47) 

3. Fell on his face at His feet (16) 

4. He was a Samaritan (16, 18)  

E. Jesus answers—presumably to His traveling companions—were there not 10? (17) 

1. What separates this one is that he perceived who Jesus is; then they are also lacking 

gratitude  

2. This ‘foreigner’; the word suggests one born from the wrong family  

a. Jewish temple had signs forbidding ‘foreigners’ from entering  

F. Jesus declares—to the 1—‘your faith has made you well’ (19; 7:50; 8:48; 18:42) 

1. Can’t refer to the physical healing, because the other 9 were also made well (14) 
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17:20-18:8 Faithfulness at the Coming of the Son of Man  

17:20-21 Kingdom of God  

A. Pharisees ask Jesus when the Kingdom of God will come (20) 

B. The Kingdom is not coming with signs  

1. They were looking for cosmic signs that signaled its arrival  

C. The Kingdom of God is within you’ (21) 

1. Within: ‘in your midst’ NASB; term often means ‘among’; it is present in Jesus (11:20)  

2. I.e., The presence of Christ is the fulfillment of the presence of the Kingdom 

3. They needed to read the signs of the times (12:54-56) 

 

17:22-37 Future Consummation of the Kingdom  

A. Turns to His disciples (22) 

1. They too need instruction on coming kingdom  

B. Time will come when they will long to see it again (22) 

1. ‘You will not see it’ (22) 

2. ‘Coming days’ refers to the prophetic texts anticipation of the end time calamity  

a. During these times the disciples will long for the final resolution  

b. This is due in part to their failure to understand the role of suffering and rejection  

c. Thus, they might be willing to receive reports of the end with desire  

d. They should know that the Revelation of the Son of Man will be obvious 

C. In the meantime if anyone says ‘Here he is’ don’t believe it (23) 

1. Because the 2
nd

 Coming of Christ will be unmistakable: ‘like lightning which flashes and 

lights up the sky’ (24)  

D. First, however, He must suffer (25) 

E. This generation (cf 7:31) 

F. It will be like it was in the days of Noah and Lot (26-28; Gen 6:1-8; 18:16-21) 

1. Parallels between days of Lot and Noah with the days of the Son of Man 

2. People will be unprepared; going about their business; everyday activities; not inherently 

evil but potential distractions from the KOG  

G. On that day (31)  

H. Remember Lot’s wife (32; Gen 19:26) 

I. Who keeps his life will lose it; whoever loses his life shall preserve it (33; 9:23-26) 

J. Suddenness and unexpectedness is illustrated with 2 ‘in bed’ . . . ‘will be grinding . . . one 

will be taken’ (34-35) 

K. Where Lord? (37) 
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L. ‘Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather’ (37) 

1. Just as carrion is indicated by circling vultures  

2. I.e., where a situation is ripe for judgment; there the judgment will occur 

 

 

Chapter 18 

18:1-8 Parable of the widow’s persistence  

A. Told to show the disciples that ‘they should always pray and not lost heart’ (1)  

1. The delay in His coming and their present state of tribulation may cause them to want to 

give up  

2. To counter this one ‘should pray’!!  

B. Judge who neither feared God nor respected men (2) 

1. Represents a man who is thoroughly wicked; ‘unrighteous’ (6) 

2. In one sense it appears that he is impartial, but: 

a. In Judaism the judges were not to be impartial but unashamedly on the side of the 

alien, the poor, and the oppressed (Lev 19:9-10; 23:22; Deut 14:28-29; 24:19-22; 

26:12 

C. Widow persistently makes her request even though she did not get what she wanted 

immediately (3-4)  

1. Widow’s prayer is for justice (Rev 6:9-11)  

D. Judge acts because she ‘bothers’ him; lit. badgers, troubles, (4-5)  

1. The judge is not motivated by justice or a concern for people  

E. Thus, God will, likewise, bring justice to those who pray day and night (7) 

F. Will the Son of Man find the faith? (8; lit)  

1. The faith is illustrated by the perseverance of the woman  

 

18:9-19:27  How to Enter the KOG 

18:9-14 Parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector in prayer  

A. Parable told to those who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and viewed others 

with contempt (9) 

B. Two men went to pray (10) 

1. Pharisee 

2. Tax-collector  

C. Pharisee thanks God that he’s not like others: (11; ‘prayed to himself’: note all the ‘I’s’) 

1. Very common for the Pharisees to draw a distinction between themselves and others—

those who do not take Torah as seriously  
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2. Not wicked: swindlers, unjust, and adulterers  

a. The tax collector then embodies the wicked  

b. Jesus has indicted the Pharisees with each of these sins (11:39, 42; 16:15; 16:18); 

thus they are guilty of what this Pharisee claims others do 

3. Fasts twice a week (12; standard Pharisaical practice: law required once a year) 

4. Tenth of all  

a. Law only required him to tithe on what he himself produced  

D. Tax collector: (13) 

1. Stood a distance away  

2. Wouldn’t look up and beating his breast  

3. Prays to God, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner’ 

E. This man was justified before God (14)  

1. Cp 14:7-11 

 

18:15-17 The Kingdom of God belongs to the children 

A. Bringing babies to Him (15) 

B. Disciples began to rebuke them 

C. Jesus rebukes them, ‘Permit the children to come to me’ (16) 

D. Must receive the Kingdom like/as a little child (17) 

1. Best rendering of the text that most fits the context is ‘as one receives a child’ 

2. Receiving a child is tantamount to hospitality 

 

18:18-30 The Rich Ruler asks what to do to inherit eternal life  

A. A rich ruler questions Him (18) 

1. Ruler: commonly in Luke ‘rulers’ are associated with the synagogue (8:41, 49; 13:14; 

Acts 13:15; 18:8, 17) 

2. Thus, after listening to Jesus’ teaching, he naturally inquires as to how he might be saved  

B. Good teacher: (18) 

1. Jesus takes issue because the title was associated with status; if He receives the 

commendation then He must reciprocate (19) 

C. What must I do to be saved? (cf 10:25)  

D. Jesus answers initially: follow the commandments (20) 

1. Note: the 5 commandments that Jesus lists all have to do with community relations and 

kinship  

a. Thus, even ‘stealing’ came to mean do not take what God has given to the people 

of God  
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b. When Jesus says to give to the poor (22), then He has redefined for them what 

‘stealing’ means (cf Acts 4:32-35)  

E. Man states that he has ever since he came of age (21) 

F. Jesus tells him ‘you still lack one thing’ (22) 

1. Sell everything and give to the poor  

a. One cannot be His disciple without abdicating possessions—which would result 

is his loss of social standing (12:32-34; 14:33)  

b. Cf poor in Deut 15:1-18; Exod 23:11; Lev 19:9-16  

c. Also, presents a rejection of the notion that status is determined by giving and 

receiving; where giving meant that others must reciprocate and thereby giving 

asserted power over them; especially those who cannot reciprocate—i.e., the 

poor  

d. KOG thus requires that one abdicate positions of authority and to associate 

oneself with the poor  

2. Come and follow me  

G. Caused the man grief because he was very rich (23; cf 6:24; 8:14; 11:41; 12:12-34) 

1. He had great status  

H. Thus, how hard it is for the rich (24) 

I. Easier for camel to go through the eye of a needle than for the rich to enter the KOG (25) 

1. KOG is synonymous with ‘being saved’  

J. Who then can be saved? (26)  

1. Common view was that wealth was a sign of blessing  

K. With men it is impossible; but not with God (27) 

L. Peter notes that they have done what Jesus is requesting (28) 

M. Jesus replies that they will be blessed (29-30) 

 

18:31-34 Jesus tells the disciples again of His death  

A. Took the 12 aside (31; cf 9:1-50)   

B. We are going to Jerusalem (31) 

C. All things written about the Son of Man will be fulfilled  

D. Son of man will be handed over to Gentiles (32) 

E. They will mock, insult, spit, flog and kill him 

F. 3
rd

 day he will rise 

G. Again the disciples do not understand (34)  

1. The disciples have begun the journey of discipleship but do not yet understand the nature 

of God’s plan (cf 9:45)  
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18:35-43 Jesus heals blind Bartimaeus 

A. Jericho (35) 

1. Not far from Jerusalem  

B. Blind and begging  

1. Named Bartimaeus in Mark’s account (Mark 10:46-52)  

C. ‘Jesus have mercy on me’ (38-39; 17:11-17; 18:7) 

1. ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’ (41)  

D. ‘Son of David’: how he has this insight is unknown  

E. Those ‘in front/who led the way’ (39)  

F. What do you want? (41) 

G. Your faith has made you well (42) 

H. Began following Him and Glorifying God (43) 

1. Illustrates 18:28-30 

2. This man formerly on the outside now becomes a member of Jesus’ community  

 

 


