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Gospel of Mark 

I. Author 

A. John Mark (Acts 12:12) 

1. Lived in Jerusalem: in whose house the early church gathered (Acts 12:12) 

2. Mother: Mary 

3. Cousin or Uncle: Barnabas (Col 4:10) 

4. Traveled with Paul and Barnabas 1
st
 missionary journey (Acts 13:4, 5) 

5. Labored with Peter in Rome (1 Pet 5:13) 

B. Wrote with the assistance of Peter 

1. Most every event in the Gospel Peter is an eyewitness 

2. Gospel is outlined in Peter’s sermon in Acts 10:34-43 

 

II. Time and Place 

A. Date of writing: mid. 60’s (65)? 

B. Place from: probably Rome (somewhere in the western part of the empire) 

C. Place to: Gentile Christians who were undergoing persecutions 

1. Evident from the fact that the recipients needed explanations of Palestinian customs 

(7:3, 4; 12:18; 14:12; 15:42) 

2. Also, needed translations of Aramaic words (3:17; 5:41; 7:11, 34; 9:43; 10:46; 14:36; 

15:22, 34) 

3. Romans portrayed as neutral (12:17; 15:1-2, 21-22) or favorable (15:39) 

 

III. Genre  

A. Hellenistic Biography  

1. Mark tells the story of Israel’s history: the expectations of Israel have been 

fulfilled; but paradoxically in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 

 

IV. Purpose 

A. To demonstrate that Jesus is the Son of God (1:1): Mark wants to depict Him as the Son of 

God more than anything 

1. Climaxes with 8:29: ‘Who do you say I am?’  

2. Jesus reveals Himself to people who have eyes to see 

B. To project “Christian faith in a context of suffering and martyrdom” 

C. To inform Christians undergoing persecution that Jesus taught that such persecutions would 

come (8:34-38; 13:1-13) 

1. Pastorally: addressing a community under duress  
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2. Duress over who Jesus was and the nature of the kingdom that He had inaugurated 

D. Encourage Christians in times of trouble and persecution by reminding them that Jesus also 

suffered 

E. The purpose and mission of Christ was to serve (10:45); by His death! 

 

V. Structure  

A. Divided into 2 halves 

1. 1
st
 half (1:1-8:26) 

a. Focus on the ministry of Jesus: Powerful deeds and gathering disciples (no 

exorcisms in the second half) 

b. Teaching of the masses: outside Israel and in Galilee 

c. Forbids people to announce His identity (no more after 9:29) 

d. Culminates with Peter’s confession (8:29) 

2. 2
nd

 half (8:27-16:8): Jesus heads resolutely to Jerusalem; focusing on the disciples 

a. Private ministry with his disciples: journey to Jerusalem and the Temple 

b. Focuses on Jesus’ teaching about his impending death (and Resurrection); 

becomes more explicit 

c. Disciples are challenged to commit themselves to discipleship 

d. ‘I tell you the truth’ occurs 12x (only once in first half) 

e. Culminates with the centurion’s confession (15:39) 

 

VI. Distinctive Features 

A. Women in Mark  

1. 15 different women (22x)  

a. Mary 6:3  

b. Herodias 6:17 

c. Magdalene 15:40, 47; 16:1  

d. Mary the mother of James 15:40, 47; 16:1 

e. Salome 15:40; 16:1 

2. Highest acclaim of Jesus is from women  

3. Value of women  

a. Jesus heals them (1:30-31; 5:25-34; 5:23, 41-42; 7:25)  

b. Models of discipleship (1:30-31; 15:40, 47; 16:1) 

c. Play prominent roles  

(1) Ideal faith (5:21-43; 7:25) 

(2)  Anointing is so exemplary that it accompanies the gospel (14:1-11) 
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(3) Widow praised for giving her whole life (12:42) 

d. First to the tomb  

B. Shortest Gospel 

1. Contains fewer stories than the other Gospels; but those that are narrated are given in 

a fuller fashion 

C. Sandwich technique: narrative is interrupted with a second, somewhat unrelated story 

1. Middle section often contains the theological key (faith; discipleship; etc) 

D. Irony 

1. Jesus challenges, confounds, and sometimes breaks conventional stereotypes 

2. Thus, Syrophoenician woman of no reputation is commended for her faith (7:29) 

3. Whereas, His disciples (8:14-21, 33; 10:35-45) and His own family (3:21, 31-35; 6:1-

6) percieve only with difficulty 

F. Every account is about Jesus—except two about JTB 

1. Jesus is a man of action; we learn about Him as much from His actions 

2. Person of Jesus is more important than His teaching  

3. Humanness of Jesus is emphasized (sorrow 14:34; disappointment 8:12; displeasure 

10:14; anger 11:15-17; amazement 6:6; fatigue 4:38; ignorance 13:32) 

E. The authority of Jesus 

1. Jesus redefines the Torah commandments  

2. Assume prerogatives that belong only to God 

3. Supremacy over nature and demons that belongs only to God 

F. Jesus as a Servant (Isa 53) 

1. Gives His life as a ransom (10:45) 

G. Discipleship  

1. Theme of following Jesus is second only to the theme of Jesus’ authority  

2. Disciple must also serve in humility (10:42-45) 

3. Discipleship is defined in proximity to Jesus (1:16-20; 3:13, 34; 4:1-20; 10:52) 

H. Command to silence: Why does Jesus command others to keep silent? (1:25, 34, 44; 3:12; 

5:43; 7:36; 8:26, 30; 9:9) 

1. Protect Himself from false Messianic hopes  

2. Until the Cross, Jesus cannot be understood for who He really is (8:30-31) 

I. Consistently portrays the disciples in a negative light 

1. They do not grasp his parables (4:11-13, 33-34; 7:17, 18) 

2. They have no faith (4:40) 

3. Frightened on the lake (6:50) 

4. Do not understand because their hearts were hardened (6:52; 8:17, 18, 21) 
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5. Peter rebuked (8:33) 

6. Cannot exorcise demon (9:18) 

7. Do not understand his teaching (10:9, 10, 31, 32) 

8. James and John request positions of honor (10:35-37) 

9. Rest of the disciples became indignant with James and John (10:41) 

10. Disciples found sleeping in the Garden (14:37-41) 

11. Peter denies Him (14:66-72) 
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Chapter 1 

1:1 Title 

A. Beginning of the Gospel about Jesus Christ the ‘Son of God’ (1) 

B. ‘Christ’  

C. ‘Son of God’ 

 

1:2-8 John the Baptist 

A. OT citation (2-3) 

1. Isaiah: actually a composite of Isa 40:3; Exod 23:20; and Mal 3:1 

a. Isa 40:3 cited by all four Gospels  

B. John’s task was to prepare the way  

1. ‘Way of the Lord’ in the OT quotes references God!  

2. John is the divinely ordained precursor of Jesus and Jesus is the manifestation of 

God; as supported by the OT itself  

C. John preached ‘repentance for the forgiveness of sins’ (4-8)  

1. Picture of John is more focused than in the other Gospels: here John is only the 

fulfiller of Elijah’s role as the forerunner 

a. Like Elijah, John is identified with the wilderness (1 Kings 17:2-3) 

b. Wilderness is the place where God brings deliverance to his people; it is the 

place of the inaugural events  

c. Thus, John follows the pattern of Moses and the prophets (Exod 15:22f; Jer 

2:2-3; Hos 2:14f) 

2. John’s baptism  

a. Place: uncertain (Luke 3:3 seemingly indicates more than one place; John 

3:23 Aenon near Salim—in the Decapolis south of Galilee) 

b. ‘All the Jews’: not just the religious elite! 

c. John’s popularity evident in that in A.D. 55 still known (Acts 19:1-7; 

Josephus, Ant. 18.116-19) 

3. ‘Of Repentance’: lit. ‘to change one’s mind’ or ‘alter one’s understanding’ 

a. Matt 3:7-10: not just for sinners and Gentiles  

4. Garb and diet  

a. Garb of a prophet (Zech 13:4; 1 Kings 1:8—Elijah) 

(1) As Elijah opposed Ahab (1 Kings 18:18), so John opposes Herod 

Antipas (6:18) 

(2) As Elijah renewed the covenant on Mt Carmel (1 Kings 18:30-45), 

so John renews it 

b. Locusts permitted by Jewish dietary regulations; high source of protein 
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5. After me will come one more powerful than I 

a. John is not even worthy to untie Jesus’ sandals; duty of Gentile slaves  

6. I baptize with water 

a. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

(1) Bestowal of the Spirit belonged exclusively to God in the OT 

(2) The dawn of the age of salvation and the consummation of the 

history of redemption is present  

 

1:9-11 Baptism of Jesus 

A. Jesus is baptized by John (9) 

1. Baptism is a sign of repentance 

2. Thus, Jesus is recognizing the guilt of Israel and demonstrates His willingness to bear 

God’s judgment upon Himself (cf. 10:38-40) 

B. Trinity at the Baptism 

1. Son is baptized 

2. Holy Spirit descends 

3. Father speaks 

C. Jesus experiences three things that signify the inauguration of God’s eschatological kingdom 

(10-11) 

1. Heavens opened: (Isa 64:1) inaugurates the long awaited return of the Spirit 

2. Spirit descended: Second Temple Judaism claimed that the absence of the Spirit 

quenched prophecy—since the time of the great prophets 

3. Voice spoke: ‘You are my beloved son, in whom I am well pleased’  

a. Ps 2:7; Isa 49:3 

D. Baptism then serves as the authorization of Jesus’ ministry  

 

1:12-13 Temptation  

A. Tempted for 40 days in the wilderness (12-13)  

1. New Exodus!: ‘40’: 40 years: in the wilderness; 40 days: Moses on Mount Sinai and 

Elijah on Mt Horeb 

2. Seemingly a test to determine if he will use his divine Sonship for his own advantage 

or in obedience to God 

B. Satan: lit ‘adversary’ 

1. 1 John 3:8: ‘The Son of Man appeared to destroy the Devil’s work’   

2. Note Jesus’ first miracle seeks to bind the strong man (1:21-28) and his first parable 

(3:27) 
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C. Wild beasts while the angels were ministering to Him (13) 

1. Speaks to Roman readers: exhorts them that if they are similarly thrown to the beasts, 

the angels will minister to them (Nero had Christians dressed as beasts and eaten) 

 

1:14-15 Enters Galilee  

A. Judean ministry in the interlude: ‘John came into Galilee’? (14) 

1. Lit. John was ‘handed over’: used repeatedly of Jesus being handed over as the Son 

of Man (e.g., 9:31; 10:33) and of Christians (13:9, 11, 12) 

2. Mark commonly associates the proclamation of the Gospel with adversity and 

suffering  

B. Preaching the Gospel of God is summarized in (15) 

1. Kingdom of God  

a. God is king (Exod 15:18; Ps 5:2; 1 Sam 12:12)  

2. Entering of the kingdom  

a. Mystery (4:11); thus, parables (4:26, 30) 

b. Rich do not enter (10:23-25) 

c. Poor and outcast readily enter (10:14-15) 

3. Near: commonly referenced a spatial nearness more than a temporal one 

a. I.e., near in the person of Christ  

4. ‘Time has come’  

a. ‘Fullness of time’ (Gal 4:4; Eph 1:10)  

5. Repent and believe  

a. Repent signifies a turning away; believe signifies what one turns to—the 

Gospel  

b. What Israel must do if the exile is to end (Deut 30:2, 8; Isa 44:22; 46:8; 55:7; 

Jer 3:10, 12, 14, 22; 4:1; 5:3; 15:19; 18:8; 24:7; 31:18; Ezek 14:6; 18:30, 32; 

Hos 3:5; 6:1; 7:10; 11:5; 12:6; 14:1, 2; Joel 2:12, 13; Hag 2:17; Zech 1:3-6; 

10:9-10)—especially in Jeremiah; where Israel is to return with all its heart 

6. OT schema of presenting the revelation of God in terms of divine blessing (KOG) 

and human responsibility (repent and believe) (Exod 19-20; Deut 29:2-8, 9-15) 

 

1:16-20 Calling the first disciples  

A. ‘Follow me’ (17)  

1. Simple call necessitating faith: no miracles or other substantiations  

2. From John we know that Peter and Andrew were previously acquainted with Jesus 

(1:35-42) 
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B. Simon and Andrew  

1. Become Fishers of Men 

a. Process: slow and painful process  

b. Includes leaving their families (20) 

2. Icthyus (Ixoye)- Jesus Christ Son of God Savior 

C. James and John 

 

1:21-28 Jesus Drives out Evil Spirit 

A. Jesus’ authority demonstrated by what happens when a man with an unclean spirit meets the 

Son of God  

B. Capernaum city near Sea of Galilee (Lit. Heb ‘village of Nahum’); Population 1,000 

1. Home of Peter (1:29) 

2. Headquarters for much of Jesus’ Galilean ministry: Home (Matt 4:13; 9:1) 

C. Teach in the Synagogue (21) 

1. Teaching fell upon the laity: the ‘ruler of the synagogue’ was responsible for 

everything but the teaching on the Sabbath 

2. Taught as one having authority (22, 27)  

a. New teaching  

(1) Mark does not tell us what the teaching was  

(2) Thus, the stress is on the teacher!  

b. ‘Authority’: in LXX and Second Temple literature it often conveys 

supernatural power and authority; often of God and God’s works through 

kings, priests, etc.  

(1) Used 9x in Mark always associated with Jesus  

c. Scribes: designates an expert in the Law (Ezra was the first scribe); issued 

binding interpretations of the Torah; Torah professor-teacher-moralist-civil 

lawyer 

(1) Sometimes more distinguished than the HP 

(2) Allowed to join Sanhedrin; along with members of wealthy families 

(3) First seats in the synagogues  

(4) People rose when scribes entered a room 

d. Only one positive reference to scribes in Mark (out of 19!; cf 12:28-34) 

D. Man in their Synagogue is possessed (23) 

1. Their indicates the opposition of the synagogue to Jesus 

a. Synagogues in Mark associated with demons (1:23, 39); antagonism from 

religious leaders (3:1; 12:39); hardness of heart (6:2); persecution (13:9)  

b. Thus, scribes and synagogues are portrayed as opposed to Jesus 
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2. Unclean spirit (used 11x; ‘demon’ used 13x) 

a. Unclean: polluted and therefore ungodly  

3. Spirit: ‘I know who you are’ 

a. 1:34: they know Him 

b. Conflict of the KOG and the dominion of Satan  

c. Binding of the strong man (3:27) 

E. Jesus commands the Spirit (demonstrates His authority over them) 

1. Be quiet: 

a. 1
st
 of a repeated emphasis in Mark to conceal His identity (1:34, 44; 3:11; 

5:43; 7:24, 36; 8:26, 30; 9:9, 30: ‘because they knew who He was’) 

b. Why do so?  

(1) Messiah had military overtones: thus, He would only accentuate the 

opposition to Him and, perhaps, hasten His own death 

(2) Jesus rejects any announcement of His person and work from a 

demonic agency 

(3) Servant motif: characterized by humility (esp Isa 49:1-6) 

(4) For Mark, however, it is only at the cross that one can recognize who 

Jesus truly is: thus, all prior announcements are merely speculative  

2. Thus, the commands to silence may be a means of self-preservation and a means to 

minimize confusion and misinterpretation 

3. Come out of him 

 

1:29-34 Peter’s Mother-in-law healed 

A. Jesus goes to Peter’s Home; Mother-in-law fever (29-30; Luke 4:39) 

1. Still Sabbath day  

2. Jesus took her hand and helped her up (31) 

3. Not as spectacular as many of Jesus’ miracles: personal reminiscence of Peter? 

B. That evening brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed (32-33) 

1. Note: they wait until the Sabbath ended (after the sun set) 

2. Note: distinction between ‘sick’ and ‘demon-possessed’ 

 

1:35-39 Jesus goes to Pray 

A. Went to solitary place to pray (35) 

1. Same word for desert in 1:4, 12 

2. 3x Jesus prays in Mark (6:46; 14:32-39) 

a. Always at night and in solitary places  
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b. All in the context of opposition  

c. Praying in preparation for his ministry 

B. Peter hunts for Him (36) 

1. Peter is actually portrayed as opposing Jesus’ efforts to accomplish his ministry 

(note: ‘hunts’; cp 8:32-33) 

2. ‘Everyone is looking for you’ (37: ‘seeking/looking’: used 10x in Mark always with 

seemingly negative connotations; 5x ‘seeking to kill him’) 

C. Let us go to nearby villages to preach (38-39) 

1. This is why I have come (preach): (cf 1:14-15) 

2. I.e., healing was not His primary objective 

 

1:40-45 Cleansing of a Leper 

A. Leper: word used for a variety of skin diseases; scribes counted 72 different afflictions as 

leprosy (40)  

1. Person is ceremonially unclean  

2. If they contact another, they become unclean 

3. Could live wherever (except Jerusalem); though alone (Lev 13-14; esp 13:45-46) 

4. Could attend Synagogue if screen provided 

5. Nonetheless this was an offensive encounter to the Jewish world  

6. Lepers were to stand at 50 paces (Luke 17:12) 

7. Man’s faith evident in his approaching Jesus and in his note that it was only a matter 

of whether or not Jesus was willing  

B. Jesus heals the man because of compassion (41) 

1. Though Jesus ‘cleanses’ him (not heals) 

2. Heals him by touching him!; instead of recoiling and protecting his ritual purity 

3. This is a violation of conventional laws 

4. But Jesus is not polluted by the leper but the leper is cleansed by Jesus 

C. Jesus sent him away with a strong warning (man was an unbeliever?) (43) 

1. Go to priests 

a. Following the Mosaic law (Lev 14:2-31): Jesus does not deny the 

proscriptions of the Mosaic law 

b. Only priests could pronounce ‘clean’ or ‘unclean’  

c. If clean, he was then to present two birds at the Temple; 8 days later 3 lambs 

d. Priests were primarily in Jerusalem, but some did live in the outlying areas of 

Galilee 
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2. Testimony to them (44) 

a. If they offer the sacrifices, then they are recognizing the legitimacy of the 

healing and its source 

b. If they do not, then it will be a testimony against them 

3. Don’t tell anyone! (44) 

a. Man does not obey (45) 

b. Jesus takes away the lepers burden, but the leper increases Jesus’ 

c. The story begins with the leper on the outside and ends with Jesus on the 

outside 

d. Thus, Jesus is truly numbered with ‘the transgressors’ (Isa 53:12) 

 

 

Chapter 2 

2:1-12 Jesus forgives a Paralytic's sins  

A. Crowds were great (2) 

1. Crowds are prominent in Mark; They, however, never come to faith, but obstruct 

access to Jesus  

2. Enthusiasm and proximity to Jesus are not the same as faith in Him 

B. Jesus was speaking the word to them  

1. Mark seldom relays the contents of Jesus’ preaching  

C. 4 men dig hole in roof lower the paralyzed man down (4) 

1. Jesus saw their faith (5) 

2. Faith means the willingness to remove obstacles to get to Jesus 

D. ‘Son your sins are forgiven’ 

1. This is the only place where Jesus links sins with illness  

a. Did Jesus know of particular sins that were related to the man’s infirmity? 

2. Jewish tradition is that only God can forgive sins (7; Exod 34:6-7; Ps 103:3; Isa 

43:25; Mic 7:8) 

3. Thus, blasphemy: punishable by death (Lev 24:16) 

E. Jesus knew what they were thinking (8) 

1. Again assumes His divinity; Cf. John 2:24, 25  

2. What is easier:? 

a. Son your sins are forgiven  

b. Rise and walk 

3. Ans.: your sins are forgiven because there is no external evidence disproving that you 

have done such; rise and walk would be easily verifiable by all 
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F. ‘Son of man’ has authority to forgive sins (Dan 7:13, 14) 

 

2:13-17 Jesus calls Levi 

A. Levi son of Alphaeus (14) 

1. Matt 9:9 identifies him as Matthew 

2. Levi his given name; Matthew his Apostolic name? 

B. Tax Collector: morally deprived and ritually unclean 

1. 2 types: Income and poll tax collectors & Customs officers 

2. Matthew appears to have been a customs officer: Capernaum was a border town to 

neighboring Gaulanitis 

3. Placed at bridges, canals and state roads 

a. Locations made it easy for them to extract large sums from people 

4. Customs officers were especially despised 

a. Outcasts; Disqualified to be judges or witnesses in court; Excommunicated 

from Synagogues; Disgrace to families 

b. Jews were not to transact business with Gentiles  

c. Equated with thieves and murderers in the Mishnah 

d. Jews were permitted to lie to a tax collector with impunity 

C. Eating with tax collectors and sinners (15) 

1. Sinners: not ‘other sinners’; i.e., a technical pharisaical designation for those who 

showed no interest in the traditions of the scribes or Torah (Torah is the standard that 

determines who are the deserving or righteous) 

2. Jews and especially Teachers of the law: forbidden to eat with such; become unclean 

3. They were the ones following Him 

D. Came to call the sinners and not the ‘righteous’ 

1. Here Jesus forgives sinners (2:1-12 He forgave sins)  

2. Though Jesus’ eating with ‘sinners’ was not predicated upon their repentance  

3. Hence, the Scribes and the Pharisees anger  

 

2:18-22 Fasting 

A. Why don’t Jesus’ disciples fast? (18) 

1. 3 ritual pillars of Judaism: prayer, alms, and fasting  

a. 1 proscribed fast in Judaism: Day of Atonement  

b. Rabbinic Judaism 3 fasts: lament national tragedies; fasts in times of crisis—

war, plague—; and fasts for self-imposed reasons 
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2. Pharisees fasted in Mon and Thurs (usually dawn to dusk) 

a. Considered a prerequisite of religious commitment  

B. Jesus associates His coming with a wedding (19)  

1. Weddings were festive occasions with much food and drink  

2. Lasted 7 days (3 for remarried widows) 

3. Jesus doesn’t seem to question the practice of fasting; he affirms that his disciples 

will fast (20; Acts 13:2, 3) 

4. Bridegroom is associated with the coming of the Messiah in the NT (cp Rev 19:7-9) 

5. OT: Israel’s husband is God (Isa 5:1; 54:5-6; 62:4-5; Ezek 16:6-8; Hos 2:19) 

a. Consistent with Mark’s preference for portraying Jesus as Son of God more 

than Messiah 

C. Bridegroom will be taken from them (20)  

1. Jesus is aware of where the conflicts will eventually lead  

2. Allusion to Isa 53:8 

D. New patch on an old garment (21)  

1. New patch will shrink when washed and tear the garment  

E. New wine in old wineskins (22)  

1. Wine ferments and expands and tears the old wineskins  

F. Parables relate Christianity and Judaism  

1. Jesus is the new patch or the new wine  

a. He is not an attachment  

2. Jesus’ teaching surpasses their (1:22, 27) 

3. He honors the Torah, but breaks it when it impedes His ministry (2:24; 3:1-6) 

 

2:23-27 Lord of the Sabbath  

A. One Sabbath disciples were picking heads of grain (23) 

1. Sabbath and circumcision were the 2 distinguishing features of Judaism: reflecting 

their unique status as God’s chosen  

a. Mishnah lists 39 classes of work that was forbidden 

b. Sabbath regulations of the day included rest for Jews, slaves, animals, and 

vegetation—which could not be plucked or harvested  

c. No work that was not necessary could be done 

d. Necessary: i.e., life-threatening: ‘if a building fell down on the Sabbath, 

enough rubble could be removed to discover if any victims were dead or 

alive.  If alive, they could be rescued, but if dead, the corpses must be left 

until sunset’ (m. Yoma 8.7) 
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2. Stealing? Provisions were made for the poor to do such (Deut 23:25); However, 

reaping crops was forbidden on the Sabbath (Exod 31:13-17; 34:21) 

3. Disciples were probably also traveling on the Sabbath (no more than 1,999 paces: 

800 meters) 

B. Jesus explains what the Sabbath really is about (25-27)  

1. As the Pharisees preferred it, Jesus appeals to Scripture (1 Sam 21:1-6) 

a. David did it: ate the bread from the Temple; at the time David was the true 

king—anointed but not enthroned—but was on the run from Saul 

b. David is the precursor to the Messiah; therefore, if David can do it, then I can 

too! 

c. Jesus is making a comparison of himself and David: He and his crew are like 

David and his motley crew; while the Pharisees are like Saul’s servant (Doeg 

the Edomite, who spied on David and ran off to tell the authorities; 1 Sam 

22) 

d. Bread is the 12 loaves placed on the altar each Sabbath as food for the priests  

2. Day of joyous rest (Sabbath made for man) 

3. Sabbath was made for man: in order to bless them and enhance their well-being (27) 

C. Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath (28) 

1. Jesus again places Himself alongside God, who made the Sabbath  

2. The proper role of the Sabbath can only be found in the person of Jesus  

 

 

Chapter 3 

3:1-6 Pharisees begin to plot to kill Jesus 

A. Jesus in a Synagogue on the Sabbath (1)  

1. Man with a shriveled hand; obviously not life-threatening and could wait another day 

2. Watched him closely (2)  

B. Jesus commands him to stand and come forward (3) 

1. Option for faith or preserve self-humiliation  

C. Jesus questions: ‘which is lawful on the Sabbath’: good or evil; save or kill (Hos 6:6) 

1. Religion was more concerned with the law than the person 

2. Jesus: good needs to be done 

3. Second question about saving or killing reveals Jesus’ knowledge of their plans!!  

a. The healing was not a matter of living or dying  

b. The second question refers to Jesus Himself  

D. Jesus looked around at them in Anger! (5) 

1. Grieved with their hardness of heart: expresses an unwillingness to understand  
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E. Jesus does good; they plan to kill Him for it (6)  

1. Pharisees and Herodians do not generally like one another  

 

3:7-12 Summary of Jesus’ ministry 

A. Jesus withdrew to the lake; In Mark, Jesus always withdraws to a place of privacy after 

miracles (7; 1:35; 2:13; 5:21; 6:45; 7:24; 9:30) 

B. Tremendous ethnically diverse following: exceeding JTB (8) 

1. Truly a light unto the nations (Isa 49:6) 

C. Those needing healing pressed about Him trying to touch Him (9-10)  

1. Not coming to Him in faith 

2. Mark presents them more as a menace  

3. Hence, Jesus needs a boat to get out of the way 

D. Evil spirit fall before Him (11)  

1. Confessed that He was the ‘Son of God’ (cf Jas 2:19)  

 

3:13-19 Calling of the 12 

A. Mountain (13)  

1. Mountains are the sites of revelation and significant episodes (3:13; 6:46; 9:2; 11:1; 

13:3; 14:26) 

2. Parallels Moses ascent of Sinai (Exod 19:1-25; 20:18-20) 

B. Appoints Apostles (14) 

1. Those He (Himself) willed to call  

a. Including Judas  

b. Rabbi’s did not call disciples; but were chosen by them: as a student chooses 

a college 

2. Named Apostles: ‘one who is sent’ 

a. Recalls Adam’s naming the animals (Gen 2:19)  

b. Only superiors have the right to name 

3. Called in accord with 2 purpose clauses  

a. To be with Him (relationship precedes task) 

b. He might send them to preach and to have authority to drive out demons (14-

15) 

(1) Same authority and acts of Jesus (1:39)  

4. Highest ranking gift and office in the Church (1 Cor 12:28; Eph 4:11; 2:20) 

5. Requirements: (to be one of the original 12) 

a. Eyewitness from the baptism of Jesus through Resurrection (Acts 1:20, 21) 
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b. Chosen by Christ 

C. 12 indicates a new Israel (16-19) 

1. Gen 35:22-26; 49:1-28: 12 Tribes  

2. Matt 19:28; Luke 22:30: they will judge Israel  

3. Others followed Him as well, but only 12 chosen (Acts 1:21-23) 

4. Included women (15:40) 

D. List:  

1. Simon: Peter (always first)  

2. James and John (with Peter form the inner circle; 5:37; 9:2; 14:33) 

a. Sons of thunder (cp 9:38; Luke 9:54)  

3. Andrew (Peter’s brother; John 1:40) 

4. Matthew (Levi 2:13) 

5. Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, Thaddeus  

6. Simon the Zealot  

a. Zealots were committed to holy war against Rome  

7. Judas Iscariot (always last) 

a. Iscariot: ‘man of Kerioth’?  

 

3:20-35 The Binding of the Strong Man  

A. Crowds (20) 

1. Again an obstacle; can’t even eat  

B. His own people tried to take custody of Jesus (21) 

1. Greek is vague: ‘those of Him’ 

2. Not His disciples  

C. Scribes: Teachers of the Law who came from Jerusalem said ‘He is possessed by Beelzebub’ 

1. Scribes are the official opponents of Jesus in Mark (here they are from Jerusalem) 

2. Judged that Jesus is demon possessed  

3. Beelzebub: Baal the Prince; Prince of dwellings; Prince of demons; Lord of Flies; 

alternative for Satan 

a. Note: Jesus’ reference to house and plundering (24-27) 

4. Became the primary charge against Jesus by later Judaism: Jesus practiced sorcery  

5. Note: they did not deny His miracles; they only excused them! 

D. Jesus replies in parables (23) 

1. House divided against itself cannot stand (25) 
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2. Cannot enter strong man’s house without first binding the strong man (cp Isa 49:24-

26) 

a. i.e., Jesus is stronger than Satan 

3. Kingdom language; binding (Rev 11:15; 20:2) 

E. Scribes have just blasphemed the Holy Spirit 

1. Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit: (2 options) 

a. Attributing works of the Holy Spirit done through the person of Jesus to 

Satan 

(1) If so, cannot be committed today 

(2) This view is all the context admits 

b. Attributing any work of the Holy Spirit to Satan 

(1) This view presents a reasonable—but not necessary—extension of 

the text 

2. Eternal sin (29) 

b. Inability to discern evil and good (considering the work of Jesus as evil is 

evident of such; cp Isa 5:20)  

3. Things to consider: 

a. 30: ‘He said this because they were saying ‘He has an evil spirit’’ 

(1) Tense: they were continuously saying this; fixed attitude of their 

heart 

b. Most believe that the sin is unforgivable because the person has so hardened 

their heart against God that they will never repent 

(1) This makes sense of the fact that the Bible says that ‘If you confess 

your sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins’ (1 John 

1:9) 

c. Thus, a person who has done such has so hardened their hearts against God, 

and ‘lost all sensitivity’ (Eph 4:19), that they will not repent 

d. Very few believe that a Christian can do such; 

(1) 1Cor 12:3; the Holy Spirit will not allow us too 

(2) 1 John 1:9: We are forgiven of all (Greek suggests; past, present and 

future) sins 

F. Jesus’ mother (Mary) and brothers arrive (31)  

1. (Absence of Joseph primarily understood as an indication that he has died) 

2. Family assumes rights to call Him that it no longer has  

3. Jesus redefines family: His real Mother and Brothers are those who do God’s will  

G. Mother, brother, and sister (35)  

1. Affirms the rightful role and inclusion of women in the church  
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Chapter 4 

4:1-20 Parable of the Sower 

A. Listen to this!  

1. Parable begins and ends with this imperative 

B. Farmer sows the seed  

1. Seed is the Word of God (14) 

C. Seed falls on different soils (4, 5, 7, 8) 

 

Parable of the Sower 

4, 15 Path Birds ate Satan takes it away  

5-6, 16-17 Rocky Soil Sprang up quickly; 

Sun came and it 

withered; because had 

no root 

Last only short time 

(13:13); Sun: 

trouble/persecution 

comes they fall  

7, 18-19 Thorns Hear the Word; but 

thorns choked it; bore 

no fruit 

Thorns: worries of 

life, wealth, desires 

choke the Word- 

unfruitful (Matt 7:17) 

8, 20 Good soil Grew and produced a 

crop; 30, 60, 100-fold
1
 

True objective and the 

epitome of the 

redeemed person 

 

D. Harvest in Jesus’ parables often reflects an inbreaking of the KOG (cp Isa 9:3; Ps 126:6) 

1. Astounding growth is not the result of human activity, but the work of God  

2. Gospel is to be tirelessly proclaimed; though it looks like sometimes it is proclaimed 

fruitlessly and wastefully in poor soils, it will yield a bumper crop  

E. Jesus explains why He speaks in parables (10-12) 

1. Not part of the seaside discussion that frames the chapter, but something that 

occurred later 

a. Mystery has been given (Divine Passive): it is a gift from God; not 

something attainable 

b. Mystery is that Jesus is the embodiment of the Kingdom (cf John 8:45): this 

can be known only by faith 

c. Though it is not fully understood even by them (6:52; 8:18) 

d. Thus, Jesus’ proclamation will produce an effect harvest 

                                                 
1
 Avg crop was probably about a 7-fold return; 30-fold may not have been unheard of 
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2. To those outside:  

a. Outsider is reclassified by Jesus 

i. For Him, it is those who hear, believe, and bear fruit (20) vs those who 

don’t  

ii. For them, commoners and Gentiles were outsiders (often the reverse of 

Jesus) 

b. Parables give Jesus the opportunity to speak to them 

c. Cp John 9:39 

3. If they want to know: ‘Seek and you shall find’ 

4. If they don’t want the information, and they are given it anyway, then they shall be 

accountable for it on judgment day (Luke 12:47, 48) 

F. Quote from Isa 6:9-10 (12)  

1. Isaiah is noted to have announced that the people would fail to respond to Jesus  

2. Jesus uses it to pronounce judgment on the religious leaders (cf Mark 12:12)  

3. Parables enlighten or obscure depending on one’s ability to hear (cf 33-34) 

G. This is a key parable that leads to an understanding of the rest (13) 

1. This parable combines Christology and Discipleship: two key themes for Mark  

2. Seed is the Word (14) 

3. Seed is the hearers (15; Hos 2:23; Jer 31:27; 1 Cor 15:42-48) 

H. ‘If anyone has ears’: 

1. Cryptic saying: suggests secrecy is necessary in the present circumstances  

I. Disciples are those who hear (15, 16, 18, 20) 

1. True disciples hear and accept it and thereby bear fruit (20) 

 

4:21-25 Lamp on a Stand 

A. Lamp to put under a peck-measure—bowl (container with a volume of about 2 gallons) (21) 

1. Lit.: ‘The Lamp’; i.e., Jesus—the light of the world 

a. OT: Lamp – God (2 Sam 22:29); or, Messiah (2 Kings 8:19; Ps 132:17); or Torah 

(Ps 119:105) 

2. Greek lit.: ‘the Lamp is coming’ (not passive as in the translations); however, lamps 

don’t come they are brought in 

3. I.e., Jesus, or the Kingdom of God, has come to be revealed (22) 

B. Consider carefully what you hear: apply the Word!  

1. If anyone has ears to hear; continues the importance of hearing (23) 
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C. Measure you use, it will be measure to you (24) 

1. Measure: traditional Jewish term; indicates putting to work the knowledge you have 

received  

D. Whoever has will be given more 

1. Clearly used in the context of the one ‘having ears to hear’ 

E. Summary: The Light (Christ) has come not to be hidden.  The people who take the light and 

appropriate it in their lives will receive a far greater reward in Heaven.  Those who do not 

apply the Word to their lives will lose all 

 

4:26-29 Parable of the Growing Seed 

A. Kingdom of God is like (26) 

1. Man scatters seed (Word) 

2. Man sleeps or gets up; does not indicate disinterestedness only that it happens 

without his intervention (27) 

3. Kingdom of God does not come as a flash of lightning; but is an everyday affair 

almost unnoticed  

B. God Sovereignly controls outcome 

 

4:30-34 Parable of the Mustard Seed 

A. Mustard seed seems small and insignificant at first (31; Isa 40:18) 

1. Proverbial for something small in Jewish thinking (Matt 17:20) 

2. Mustard seed is the Word of God (33) 

B. At the end it becomes strong and provides protection (32) 

1. Prophets reference birds sitting in trees as a means of including the Gentiles (Ps 

104:12; Ezek 17:23; 31:6; Dan 4:9-21) 

C. Note: the disciples again need an explanation (34) 

 

4:35-41 Jesus Calms the Storm 

A. Boat: and other boats with them (36) 

1. Probably the other disciples (cf 3:34; 4:10) 

B. Furious squall came up (37) 

1. Sea is famous for such occurrences  

C. Disciples wake Jesus (38) 

1. Jesus sleeping (cf Jonah 1:5) 

2. Some of them were Galilean fishermen 
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D. Jesus rebukes the wind and waves: ‘Quiet, be still’ (Ps 107:20-30) 

1. Jesus’ power over nature  

2. Cp Jonah 1:15 

3. Language usually applicable to demonic forces: wind and water in the OT represent 

forces that oppose God (Exod 14:21ff; Job 12:15; 28:25; Ps 33:7; 65:7; 77:16; 

107:23-30; Amos 4:13; Nah 1:3ff) 

4. Jesus is again the strong man (3:27) who conquers Satan and his minions 

5. But, Jesus is more than this: He has power that only God has  

a. In the OT only God can save people from storms (Ps 33:7; 65:8; 89:11; 

104:7; Job 26:12; 38:8)  

E. ‘Do you still have no faith?’  

1. His teaching was designed to produce faith 

F. The disciples were terrified (41) 

1. Cp the sailors in Jonah 1:10, 16 

2. Note the final state is worse than that which the storm produced 

 

 

Chapter 5 

5:1-20 Healing of the Gadarene Demoniac  

A. Region of the Gerasenes (1)  

1. Gerasa (mod. Jerash ): 37 miles in land to the SE 

2. Matt 8:28: Gadara: 5 miles SE 

3. But region may mean the area that extends from the Sea of Galilee 

4. Origen and Eusebius knew of a town of Gergesa/Kursi on the eastern side of the lake; 

may have been discovered in 1970 

B. Man with an evil spirit came to meet Him (2) 

1. Lived in the tombs; consigned in life to the realm of the dead (3) 

2. No one could bind him (3-4) 

3. Cry out day and night; cut himself with stones; he was a terror to himself! (5) 

4. Everything about this story rings of uncleanness:  

a. Man with ‘unclean spirit’  

b. Living among tombs: touching anything associated with the dead rendered 

one unclean (Rabbinic teaching based on Num 19:11-14) 

c. Region with swine herders: Mishnah forbade swine rearing  

d. Pork was to feed the Roman army; whose presence was an offense  

e. Region of the Decapolis, which was unclean Gentile territory 
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C. Man falls down before Jesus (6) 

1. Connotes prostrating before one to whom reverence is due  

D. Demon cries out (7)  

1. ‘What do you want with me Jesus, Son of the Most High God?’  

2. Jesus was saying to the spirit to come out (8) 

3. My name is Legion; we are many (Roman legion is 6,000; largest troop unit) 

4. Begged Jesus not to torture him and not to send him out of the area (10) 

a. Region full of demonic activity 

b. Luke 8:31; request not to go into Abyss 

E. Demons sent into herd of swine (12-13) 

1. Drowned in the Sea 

a. Sea is sometimes synonymous with the Abyss; thus, they did not get their 

wish!  

F. People plead with Jesus to leave their region (14-17) 

1. Why; because Jesus just cost them money? 

2. People were frightened (15) 

a. As were the disciples in 4:41  

G. Demon-possessed man begged to go with Jesus (18) 

1. Man was dressed, sitting, and in his right mind (15) 

2. No, go tell family (19) 

a. First missionary in Mark is a Gentile 

3. Consider ‘what God has done for them’ (19) 

a. Of course the Lord who has healed this man is none other than Jesus (20) 

 

5:21-43 Raising of Jairus’ daughter and the sick woman  

Sandwich technique: story of the raising of Jairus’ daughter is interrupted by the story of the sick 

woman 

- Both stories are of a woman healed by the touch of Jesus  

- Both use 12 years (25, 42) 

- Both have Jesus contact that which is unclean  

- Both called ‘daughter’ (23, 34) 

- Faith of the woman is the paradigm for the faith of a Jewish ruler (tradition is that the 

woman was a Gentile): woman’s name not known, Jairus’ is; woman’s position not 

known: despite all this Jesus shows no favoritism 

A. Other side of the lake (west) (21) 
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B. Synagogue ruler Jairus (22) 

1. Ruler of the synagogue: head or official of the local Jewish community 

a. Lay member; responsible for the oversight of the synagogue 

b. Procure scrolls; arranging of Sabbath worship—designating Scripture 

readers, prayers, preachers 

C. Pleads with Jesus to come for his little daughter is at death’s door (23) 

D. ‘He went off with him’ (24) 

E. Woman who was bleeding for 12 years (25) 

1. Perpetually unclean and shunned (Lev 15:19-33) 

a. So also those who came in contact with her  

2. Endured much; at the hands of many; spent all; grown worse! (26) 

F. She ‘heard’ ‘came’ and ‘touched’ Jesus (27) 

G. Touched Jesus (power of a person thought to transcend through the garments) (27-28) 

1. So that: lit ‘be saved’ (23) ‘I shall be saved’ (28) ‘has saved you’ (34) 

H. Immediately she was well (29)  

I. Immediately Jesus knew and asks who? (30-31) 

J. Men inform that Jairus’ daughter is dead (35) 

1. Delay with the woman has proved so valuable to the woman and yet fatal to the girl 

2. Jesus responds: ‘just believe’ 

K. Peter, James, and John follow along with the father and mother (37-40) 

1. Child is sleeping (39)  

2. Professional mourners not likely fooled 

L. ‘Talitha Koum’: ‘little girl, I say to you, get up’ (41) 

1. Aramaic speaks of the original  

2. Greek translation tells us that Mark’s readers were not native Aramaic speakers  

M. Strict orders not to tell 

 

 

Chapter 6 

6:1-6 

A. Returns to Nazareth (1) 

B. Synagogue on the Sabbath (2)  

1. People amazed at his teaching 

2. Where did He get these things (teachings and miracles) 
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3. Carpenter; Mary’s son (both derogatory) (3) 

a. Tekton: Carpenter is literally one who makes things; usually of wood 

sometimes of stone; given the prevalence of stone and the scarcity of wood in 

Nazareth it is likely that Jesus used stone as well  

4. Brothers and sisters; Sisters unnamed: usually means they were married; James, 

Joseph, Judas, and Simon 

C. Took offense at Him  

1. Signifies opposition and incredulity; not faith 

D. Hometown prophet without honor (4) 

E. Could not do any miracles there (5) 

1. Matt 13:58 shifts the blame to the people’s lack of faith 

2. Mark is not unashamed to show Jesus’ humanness 

3. Though Mark does note their unbelief (6) 

4. Not absolute; did heal some 

 

6:6b-30 Jesus sends out 12 

Sandwich technique: Martyrdom of John (14-29) set between the sending out of the 12 (7-13) and 

the return of the 12 (30) 

- Thus, linking mission and martyrdom (cf 8:34) 

A. Jesus traveling around Galilee (6b) 

1. Teaching: serves as the primary component of Jesus’ ministry 

B. Sends out the 12 in groups of 2 (7) 

1. Deut 17:6; testimony of 2 eyewitnesses required  

2. Accent appears to be on their authority over demons (1:27; 3:13) 

a. Extends the work of Jesus (1:34; 3:11-12; 5:8) 

b. Signals the inbreaking of the Messianic kingdom 

C. Leave totally dependent upon God (8) 

1. Cloak, staff, belt, and sandals: parallels: Exod 12:11: same as God instructed the 

Israelites to leave Egypt with 

2. Not carry bread, bag, money or an extra tunic: all normal items that one would need 

(9) 

D. Accept hospitality (10) 

E. Shake the dust off your feet as a testimony (11) 

1. Indictment against that city: declaring it to be pagan village (Jews were required to 

shake the dust off their feet whenever they returned home from outside of Palestine) 

2. Implies that they have fulfilled their responsibility and the guilt is upon them 
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F. Preached that people should repent; Casting out demons; anointing with oil; healing (12-13) 

1. Mission was one of teaching and deeds  

2. Oil: commonly used for medicine (Jas 5:14; cf Ps 45:7) 

 

6:14-30 Death of John the Baptist 

A. Herod Antipas (14) 

1. Antipas ruled from 4 BC-AD 39: Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea 

2. Feared that Jesus was John the Baptist raised  

B. Herod had John arrested because John denounced marriage of Herod Antipas to Herodias 

because he married his brother’s wife: Philip (17) 

1. Mosaic law forbid marriage to brother’s wife while brother was living 

2. Daughter of Aristobulus; Antipas’ half brother  

C. Herodias’ daughter (Salome) pleases the King with her dancing (22) 

1. Herod offers her up to ‘half my kingdom’ 

a. Proverbial reference for generosity; thus, she only requests the head of John 

the Baptist 

 

6:31-44 Jesus feeds 5,000  

A. Jesus and the disciples withdraw (31-32) 

1. Exact location is uncertain; Hill country north of Capernaum and west of Bethsaida 

(Luke 9:10) 

2. References to them as ‘men’ who arrive before Jesus all suggests that they were 

hoping to make Jesus their leader (Cp John 6:15) 

B. Jesus saw the large crowd He had compassion on them; so He began to teach them (34) 

1. Like sheep without a shepherd: common OT figure for the leader of Israel; esp a 

military one 

C. Late in the day; disciples suggest sending them home so they may get provisions for the 

evening meal (35-36) 

1. Jesus replies: ‘you give them something to eat’ (37) 

2. Can’t; take 8 months pay 

D. 5 Loaves and 2 fish (38) 

E. Arranged in groups of 100 and 50 (40; cp Exod 18:25; Num 31:14)  

F. Took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it (41; Cp 14:22)  

G. All ate and were satisfied (42)  

H. Disciples gathered 12 basketfuls of bread and fish (43) 
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I. 5,000 men (44)  

1. Matt 14:22: adds, not including women and children  

 

6:45-56 Jesus walks on water 

A. Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into a boat (45) 

1. John 6:14: Jesus wanted to get His disciples away from the Messianic expectations  

B. Jesus went to pray (3x in Mark) (46) 

1. 1:35; 6:45; 14:35-39: each at night and in a lonely place; each with a crisis 

C. Boat in the middle of the Lake; Jesus on shore (47) 

1. Wind hard against them (48) 

a. Normal crossing may take hours  

b. Storm usually arises in the early evening 

2. When they saw Him walking on the lake they were terrified 

3. 4
th
 watch of the night (3:00-6:00 a.m.: according to Roman divisions) 

D. Jesus walks on water (48)  

1. In the OT, only God can walk on water (Job 9:8; 38:16; Ps 77:19; Isa 43:16) 

2. ‘It is I’ (ego eimi): God’s divine name (Isa 41:4; 43:10-11; 48:12; Exod 3:14) 

3. Jesus was wanting to ‘pass by’; used in the OT of God passing by Moses and Elijah 

(Exod 33:22; 33:19; 34:6; 1 Kings 19:11) 

4. Cp also, Job 9:8, 11: contains the same wording as Mark  

a. The Job context is one in which God is separate from humanity doing what 

man cannot 

b. In Job, God ‘cannot be perceived’: In Mark Jesus is doing just that  

E. They had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened (52) 

F. Crowds throng to Jesus (53-56) 

1. ‘Fringe of His cloak’: indicates that Jesus was an observant Jew who wore the tassels 

on the four corners of the outer garment  

2. Those who touched were healed  

 

 

Chapter 7 

7:1-23 Disputes with the Pharisees over ‘clean’ and ‘unclean’ 

A. Pharisees question why Jesus’ disciples don’t first wash before eating (1-5) 

1. From Jerusalem: source of Jesus’ opposition 
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2. Traditions of the Elders (3, 5, 8, 9, 13) 

a. Pharisees accepted the Oral Law as authoritative  

3. Ceremonial washings required according to oral traditions (much more so than Torah 

regulations) 

a. Torah: only priests were required to wash before entering the tabernacle 

(Exod 30:19; 40:13; Lev 22:1-6) 

b. Otherwise, washing only required if one touched a bodily discharge (Lev 

15:11) 

c. As contact with the Gentile nations increased the Jews sought to separate 

themselves more fully through various purifications (climaxes at Qumran) 

d. Cleanness was a matter of ritual and not necessarily hygiene 

4. Cleanness was a dominant characteristic of Pharisaic Judaism 

B. Jesus responds: Hypocrites just like Isaiah said (6-9)  

1. Isa 29:13: voices sentiments that one has no intention of fulfilling  

a. They are effectively ‘setting aside’ (lit. ‘rejecting’) God’s laws (9) 

b. Note use of the present tense 

2. Thus, Jesus declares their traditions to be that of men in opposition to God’s law! (cp 

13): Jesus distinguishes between the commands of God and the traditions of men 

a. Commands: Inspired by God and binding  

b. Traditions: Lip service and not devotion of the heart (Deut 6:5) 

C. Pharisees had set aside the commands of God in order to follow own traditions (10-13) 

1. e.g., Moses said to honor father and mother; but they declare things corban in order 

to set aside the 5
th
 commandment 

2. But ‘You’ say (11) 

3. Corban: ‘offering’ (derived from Lev 27:28; Num 18:14) 

a. (similar to putting your goods in a will as belonging to someone else upon 

your death—though you keep them in the meantime and benefit from them) 

b. Money set aside to be used as an offering for the Temple upon death; ban 

then forbid its use for its original purpose 

c. May not be used by another (e.g., care for the person’s parents) 

4. Law was not simply nullified, but reversed!: Provision forbade one from honoring 

their father or mother 

5. ‘You are doing many things like that’ (13) 

D. Clean and unclean defined (14-17) 

1. Nothing outside can make a man unclean; Unclean from the inside 

2. Pharisees taught that defilement came from the inside of vessels (hence, 7:4) 

3. Jesus reverses this on them: ‘therefore, defilement comes from the inside of persons’ 
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4. Jesus thus reverses one of the fundamental aspects of Judaism 

E. Private dialogue with his disciples (17-23) 

1. ‘Are you so lacking in understanding’ (18) 

a. Jesus declares all foods clean 

b. Jesus’ teaching supersedes the Torah! 

2. Catalogue of sins (21-23): all come from within 

a. First 6 denote evil acts (all in the plural)  

b. Last 6 denote evil attitudes (all in the singular) 

 

7:24-30 Faith of the Syrophoenician woman 

Jesus embarks on a long journey through Tyre, Sidon, and the Decapolis (7:24-8:9) 

A. Vicinity of Tyre (24)  

1. Represented the most extreme form of paganism known to Jews  

2. ‘Entered a house’: defiling to enter a Gentiles home  

B. Woman whose daughter has an evil spirit requests Jesus to drive out the demon (25-26)  

1. Woman was a Gentile (defiling) (26) 

a. She is a woman; a Gentile; and from Syrian Phoenicia 

b. Cp Acts 10:34-35 

2. Fell at his feet (cp Jairus; 5:23) 

C. Jesus responds let the children eat first, then the dogs  

1. One of the most offensive comments made by Jesus 

a. Israelites loathed dogs (Exod 22:31; 1 Kings 21:23; 22:38; 2 Kings 9:36) 

b. Referenced people judged worthless (1 Sam 24:15; 2 Sam 16:9; Isa 56:10) 

c. Therefore, a standard epithet for Gentiles 

d. Cp Matt 7:6; Luke 16:21; Phil 3:2 

e. Jesus may have only intended to note her as one distinct from the Jews 

2. ‘First’ (27; Rom. 1:16: Gospel to the Jews first) 

D. Woman demonstrates her faith by noting that she doesn’t want to take food from the Jews, 

but only needs a crumb (28)  

E. The demon has left our daughter (29) 

1. Because of this answer; contrast the disciples in v 18 

2. She is the first person to hear and understand a parable!  
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7:31-37 Jesus heals a Deaf and Mute man 

A. Sidon: 20 miles north of Tyre (31); then through the region around Galilee to the Decapolis; 

total 120 miles (cp the odd journeys taken by/Elijah and Elisha in 2 Kings 2) 

B. Deaf and could hardly talk (32) 

C. Jesus puts fingers in man’s ears; spit and touch his tongue; said ‘be opened’ (33-34) 

1. Touches the man: the ritually impure man!  

2. Spit: was normally considered a bodily excretion and therefore unclean 

D. Jesus did this away from the crowd and commanded him not tell anyone (33: as well as others 

36) 

E. He has done all things well (37; cp Gen 1:31) 

 

 

Chapter 8 

8:1-9 Jesus Feeds 4,000  

A. Still in predominately Gentile region of Tyre?  

1. Whereas, the feeding of the 5,000 was among Jews?  

2. Jesus brings saving bread to the Gentiles  

B. Feeds them because He had compassion for them (2) 

C. Disciples ask where they will get the food (4) 

D. Uses 7 loaves and a few fish (6-7) 

1. Seven symbolizes all humanity?  

2. Cp Deut 7:1 

3. Whereas Israel was to destroy the nations, Jesus feeds them  

E. Gathered food (8) 

1. Feeding of the 5,000 (Jewish audience) gather 12 baskets (all tribes of Israel?) 

2. Feeding of the 4,000 (Gentiles) gather 7 basketfuls (all humanity?) 

 

8:10-13 Pharisees test Him 

A. Dalmanutha (10) 

1. Possibly Magadan (or Magdala) which occurs in Matt 15:39 (at the juncture of the 

Via Maris beneath the cliffs of the Arbel) 

2. 5 kilometers north of Tiberias adjacent to Gennesaret (6:53) 

B. Pharisees ask Him for a sign (11) 

1. Language indicates antagonism to Jesus  

a. ‘peira, zontej’: used only of Satan’s temptation of Jesus and the Pharisees 

question of Him (1:13; 10:2; 12:15) 
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2. Sign (‘shmei/on’): often a token that guarantees the truthfulness of a previous 

utterance 

a. E.g., a prophecy that would be fulfilled within a short time: Not necessarily a 

miracle (Mark uses ‘dunamij’ for miracle) 

b. Jews ask for miraculous signs (1 Cor 1:22) 

c. Signs not proof positive that one is from God (Deut 13:1-5) 

d. True prophecy corroborated a genuine prophet (Deut 18:22) 

3. i.e., they wanted proof that would confirm His miracles 

a. However, they were convinced that His miracles were from Satan (3:22) 

b. Therefore, they wouldn’t believe this testimony either (John 5:31-47) 

C. Jesus refuses their demand for a sign (12) 

1. This generation  

a. Used of Noah (Gen 7:1); Exodus generation (Ps 95:10-11) 

2. Attempting to gain by empirical means what can only be gained by faith 

3. False prophets deceive by signs  

D. Leaving them (13) 

1. May suggest not only a physical leaving, but a spiritual rejection of the Pharisees  

 

8:14-21 Yeast of the Pharisees 

A. Watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod (15) 

1. Yeast: metaphor for evil influences/acts (1 Cor 5:6-8) 

2. Matt 16:12: identified as the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees  

3. Luke 12:2: identified as the hypocrisy of the Pharisees  

B. Began to discuss the fact that they had no bread (16) 

1. ‘Discuss’ in Mark is always used of peoples attempting to figure out what Jesus 

means on their own; without divine illumination  

C. Disciples do not understand (17, 21) 

D. Jesus relates back to the feeding of the 5,000 and the 4,000 

1. Tries to get them to understand that metaphorically speaking He is the Bread 

2. How could they doubt that Jesus is the source of sufficiency after what they have 

witnessed 

 

8:22-26 Healing of the Blind man in Bethsaida 

A. Bethsaida: north shore of the Sea of Galilee; east of the Jordan (22) 
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B. Blind man begs Jesus to touch him  

1. OT: laying on of hands was for 3 purposes  

a. Dedicating sacrifices to God (Exod 29:10, 15; Lev 1:4; 3:2f) 

b. Installing Levites to the office of priest (Num 8:10)  

c. Means of blessing (Gen 48:17f; Deut 34:9) 

C. Jesus spits on his eyes and then touches him 

1. Man sees only people that look like trees (24) 

D. Jesus places His hands on the man’s eyes (25) 

1. Man sees everything clearly 

E. Man is instructed not to go into the village 

1. No reference to the man’s faith—or lack thereof 

2. No indication that his healing grew as his faith grew 

 

8:27-30 Peter’s Confession 

A. On the way to Caesarea Philippi (27)  

1. 25 miles north of Bethsaida  

2. Primarily Gentile  

B. ‘On the way’ He questioned them  

C. Who do the people say I am? 

1. 2 stages of questioning: who do people say?; you say? 

2. Some: John the Baptist; Elijah; One of the Prophets (28; cf 6:14, 15; Deut 18:15, 18) 

3. Elijah’s popularity was due to the expectation of his return prior to the Day of the 

Lord (Mal 3:1; 4:5-6) 

4. Problem with this view is the insufficiency to fully comprehend who Jesus is (along 

with the modern view that He was a great moral teacher) 

D. Who do you say I am? (29) 

1. Peter: ‘You are the Christ’ 

2. Christ (Gk); Messiah (Heb); Anointed One  

3. Peter still has wrong associations with this title; esp. military: i.e., he can see the 

trees! (cf v 32-33) 

E. Jesus warns them not to tell anyone (30)  

1. Once Jesus is thought of as a Messiah, He would attract great attention—but not the 

kind that was wanted!  

F. Serves as the end of the 1
st
 half of the Gospel of Mark 

G. Mark now focuses upon: what it means to be the Christ—namely death; and Jesus’ journey to 

Jerusalem (cf. 10:32) 
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8:31-9:1 First Passion Prediction: First Misunderstanding  

A. Son of Man must (indicates certainty) (31; 9:31; 10:33-34): 

1. Suffer many things 

2. Rejected  

3. Be killed  

4. Rise again after 3 days 

B. Jesus spoke plainly: thus, Peter understood! (32) 

1. True meaning of Messiah 

a. Meaning of His life and mission is not about success, but rejection, suffering, 

and death 

2. Peter attempts to rebuke Him  

a. Peter rejects the notion of a suffering messiah  

b. ‘Rebuke’: customarily used of demons  

C. Jesus responds; ‘Get behind me Satan’ 

1. Idea of Peter is not the idea of God; but men (33) 

2. Implies that the source of the idea was Satan 

D. Jesus explains what discipleship means: (34-38) 

1. A wrong view of Messiah will lead to a wrong view of discipleship 

2. If anyone come after me 

3. He must:  

a. Deny himself 

b. Take up his cross 

c. Follow me 

E. Four statement on the meaning of discipleship: all introduced by ‘For’ 

1. Wants to save his life-lose it; loses his life for Me and the Gospel-save it (35) 

2. What does it profit to gain the world and lose your soul (36; cf Ps 49:7-10) 

3. What shall a man exchange for his soul (37) 

4. Anyone who is ashamed of Christ before the world-Christ will be ashamed of him 

before the Father (38; Matt 10:33; 12:39) 

F. ‘I tell you: some who are standing here will not taste death until they see the KOG’ (9:1)  

1. Saying prefaces the transfiguration in each of the Synoptics (Matt 16:28; Luke 9:27) 
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Chapter 9 

9:2-13 Transfiguration  

A. After 6 days (2); cp. Luke 9:28: says 8 days 

1. Mark (and Matt 17:1f) count exclusively; i.e., count only the days in the middle 

a. Mark parallels Moses’ 6 days on Sinai (Exod 24:16) 

b. Note: the ‘High Mountain’   

c. Note: the presence of Moses and Elijah (Both had received mountaintop 

theophanies) 

d. Cloud covered Sinai  

e. ‘listen to him’ (7; Deut 18:15) 

f. Luke describes the transfiguration as an Exodus 

B. Jesus was transfigured before them 

1. Mountain of glory  

a. Mt Hermon: in the region of Caesarea Philippi (9:30) 

b. Mt Tabor: much farther south; inhabited and not a place of solitude (in 

Galilee) 

2. Transfigured: changed: more of a change that conforms with His nature 

3. Clothes white: even His clothing was transfigured (Matt and Luke add that His face 

shone—as did Moses; Exod 34:35) 

a. Brilliant clothes associated with heavenly beings (Dan 10:5; Matt 28:3; Mark 

16:5; John 20:10; Acts 1:10; Rev 3:4; 4:4; 6:11; 7:9, 13; 14:14; 19:14) 

4. Moses and Elijah  

a. Representatives of the Law and the Prophets? (Acts 10:43; Luke 24:44-46): 

each individual were often linked to both the law and prophets  

b. How were they recognized? (Cf 1 Cor 13:12)  

C. Peter asks to build shelters: he didn’t know what to answer (5-6) 

1. Perhaps, thinking that Jesus was going to remain is a glorified condition and 

inaugurate His kingdom; or, build new tents of meeting 

D. Cloud formed with a voice (7) 

1. Clouds are often associated with a Theophany (Cp Exod 40:35; 1 Kings 8:10-11) 

E. Jesus orders them not to tell until He has been raised from the dead (9) 

1. First time the command to silence is provisional!  

a. At the tomb the women are command to proclaim the resurrection  

2. Did not understand what ‘rising from the dead meant’ (10) 

a. Failure to understand based in part on the fact that rising must first mean 

dying and this doesn’t make sense  

b. Underscores the disciples continued blindness 
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3. Jewish conception of Resurrection included only:  

a. Mass resurrection 

b. At end of time 

4. Therefore, idea of an individual rising before the end did not make sense (cf 9:31, 32) 

F. Disciples ask about Elijah’s coming (11; Mal 4:5, 6) 

1. Hope is to obviate the need for Jesus’ death  

2. Elijah has come (13; Matt 17:13); John the Baptist 

3. John fulfilled the spirit and ministry of Elijah (messianic preparer) 

G. Son of Man (12-13):   

1. It is written: therefore, the necessity of Jesus’ death was planned long ago  

a. Isa 53?  

b. Just as it was written about Elijah (13): 1 Kings 19:2, 10?  

2. He should suffer  

a. Even Elijah was abused! (13)  

3. Treated with contempt  

 

9:14-30 Jesus Heals Boy with an Evil Spirit 

A. Rest of the 12 were arguing with the Pharisees (14: content not revealed) 

1. Whenever the disciples are separated from Jesus they run into crisis (cf 1:45-52)  

B. Crowd was amazed at the presence of Jesus (15)  

C. Jesus inquires as to what they are arguing with the disciples about (16) 

D. Man explains that his son is possessed by a spirit that disciples could not exorcise (17-18, 20, 

22, 26) 

1. Features of grand mal seizures; epilepsy; Matt 17:15 describes it as epilepsy (18-19 

acknowledge the demonic also)  

E. ‘Unbelieving generation; how long shall I be with you’ (19; Deut 32:5, 20; Num 14:11; Isa 

65:2)  

1. When all else fails and human efforts have been exhausted; Jesus is still there  

2. Generation never seems to reference the disciples in Mark (8:12, 38; 9:19; 13:30) 

F. Jesus asks, ‘how long has he been like this?’ (21) 

G. ‘If you can . . . Everything is possible for him who believes’ (22-23; 5:34, 36) 

1. If you can: the problem is not divine ability, but human unbelief 

2. For Mark, however, faith comes not through what Jesus does, but who He is  

H. Jesus commands the spirit to depart and never return (25) 

1. Boy looks dead (26) 

2. Jesus fulfills his mission of binding the strong man (3:27) 



Dalrymple  Gospel of Mark 

 35 

I. Enter a house and the disciples question why they could not cast it out (28-29) 

1. Some- only by prayer 

a. Strong mss tradition includes fasting (cf 1 Cor 7:5) 

b. Probably attributed to the stress on fasting in the early church  

2. First injunction to prayer in Mark (11:17, 24-25; 12:40; 13:18, 33; 14:38) 

a. Jesus prays alone in 1:35; 6:46; 14:32-39 

 

9:30-32 Second Passion Prediction (8:31; 10:32-34) 

A. Through Galilee secretly (30) 

1. Privacy so that he can teach the disciples: that the Son of Man must suffer 

2. Jesus’ attention is now turned away from Galilee and toward Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) 

B. Jesus reminds them that the Son of Man is going to be delivered up (31) 

1. Son of Man is killed by men! The one who came to give Himself for them is killed 

by them  

2. In 8:31 the enemies were the religious leaders; here it is all mankind 

3. Delivered: indicates God’s sovereign control in handing over Jesus (divine passive) 

4. Cf. Isa 53:6, 12 

C. Did not understand (32)  

1. Those with the greatest access did not understand  

2. Afraid to ask  

 

9:33-37 Second Misunderstanding: Who is the Greatest among them 

A. Capernaum (33)  

1. Entered the house (Peter’s?; 1:21; 2:1) 

2. ‘They kept quiet’; because they were guilty! (34; cp 3:4; they are no different in their 

sins than the Pharisees) 

B. Disciple’s argued about who was the greatest  

1. Common in Judaism  

a. Rabbinic writings comment on the order of seating in Paradise; meals; 

worship  

C. Jesus explains: first shall be last and the last shall be first (35; 10:31) 

1. Sat down: position of an authoritative teacher (cf 12:41; Matt 5:1; 23:2; John 8:2) 

2. Must be servant of all (10:43-45; Luke 22:27) 

a. Servanthood was deemed demeaning in ancient world  

3. Aramaic word for ‘servant’ is same as the word for ‘child’ 
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4. Thus, servanthood within the body of Christ is what classifies as greatness; and as the 

real manifestation of God’s love! 

a. Servant of all (35) 

b. Welcomes children (37) 

c. Gives you a cup of water because you belong to Christ (41) 

d. Does not cause little one to sin (42) 

D. Jesus illustrates this by noting that whoever welcomes a little child welcomes Him (36-37) 

1. Low view of children  

a. Often the result of high infant mortality rates; the demand for labor; no place 

for sentimental attachment to children (see: M. Avot. 3:11) 

b. Girls under 12 could be sold as slaves (M. Ket. 3:8) 

c. Thus, children illustrate well those who were ‘very last’ 

2. Little child: ‘a disciple of Christ’ (cf. 9:35, 37, 41, 42) 

a. Disciples are not be like children, but like Christ who received them  

3. Cf Matt 25:40: ‘did for . . . these brothers of mine’ 

 

9:38-41  

A. Disciples (John; ‘we’ probably includes James) mention that they stopped a man who was 

casting out demons in Jesus’ name (38) 

1. Ironically they were just unable to do such (9:18) 

2. Reason: he was not one of them  

B. Jesus replies: do not stop such (39) 

1. Miracle ‘in my name’  

a. I.e., with His authority 

2. One who is against us is not for us (40)  

C. Even the littlest act of kindness does not go unrewarded (41; Matt 25:40) 

 

9:42-50  

A. Anyone who causes little one to sin: better to drowned (42) 

1. Continues the thought of 41; treat them is like treating Christ 

2. ‘Little ones’: not children, but those who follow Christ 

B. Hand, foot, or eye causes you to sin, cut it off, pluck it out (43-47): metaphorical hyperbole 

1. Bodily mutilation strictly forbidden in Judaism (Deut 14:1; 23:1; 1 Kings 18:28; 

Zech 13:6) 

2. Better to enter life (eternal life) maimed than: 
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3. Thrown into Hell 

a. Hell: ‘Gehenna’; city dumps in Jerusalem; continuously burned; worms 

always present 

b. Valley of human sacrifice under Kings Ahaz and Manasseh (1 Kings 16:3; 

21:6) 

4. Isa 66:24: worm does not die; context of final warning of rebellion against God 

C. Everyone will be salted with fire (49-50) 

1. Salt accompanied every O.T. sacrifice (Lev 2:13) 

2. Also, salt was a sign of the covenant (Num 18:19) 

3. Some suggest: Fire and salt used to test and approve/preserve things: thus, a 

metaphor for strengthened and purified by persecution and hardship 

a. Salted with fire: fire is trial and salt is an offering to God, then salted with 

fire in effect affirms that our trials are pleasing to God? 

b. Cf 1 Pet 1:7 

 

 

Chapter 10 

10:1-12 Jesus’ Teaching on Divorce: Discipleship and Marriage 

A. Jesus enters Perea across the Jordan (1) 

B. He taught them  

C. Pharisees came and tested Him: is it lawful to divorce (2) 

1. Surprising question since the Pharisees (and all Judaism) permitted divorce (cp Matt 

19:3; ‘for any and every reason’; probably implied here) 

2. ‘Testing him’: Perhaps, they hoped that Jesus would put Himself in he same bind that 

John did; after all Perea was under the jurisdiction of Antipas whose marriage JTB 

had opposed 

D. Jesus appeals to Moses(3) 

1. Moses permitted divorce if the man finds ‘something indecent’ about her (4; Deut 

24:1) 

2. In such a case, the man must provide her with a certificate of divorce; provided her 

with proof that she was divorced and the right to remarry; thus, a safeguard  

a. Entailed a stigma nonetheless: priests could not marry a divorcee (Lev 21:7); 

and a 2
nd

 marriage ‘defiled’ the first wife making remarriage to her 

impossible (Deut 24:4)  

b. Thus, Pharisees made Deut 24 a pretext for divorce when Moses made it a 

safeguard for women in the unfortunate event of divorce  

3. Pharisees were divided over what constituted ‘something indecent’ 

a. Rabbi Shammai: ‘indecency in anything’: marital unfaithfulness; adultery 
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b. Rabbi Hillel: ‘indecency in anything’: spoiling a dish 

E. Jesus explains that it was only permitted because of sin/hardness of heart (5) 

F. Jesus explains that divorce violates the created order established by God (6; two shall become 

one flesh) 

1. Jesus addresses the purpose marriage and not the exceptions  

2. Essential answer is that divorce is not permitted (see 10:9) 

3. However, divorce is to be permitted because of sin  

4. Exception clause (adultery) left out of Mark’s version (cf Matt 5:32) 

G. God made them male and female (6)  

1. Citing Gen 1:27  

2. Suggests equality of the genders  

H. Leaving father and mother (7)  

1. Command to honor father and mother was deemed second to honoring God  

2. Jesus now makes it subordinate to husband-wife relationship  

3. After all, they have become one flesh (8) 

I. Let no man separate (9)  

1. Jewish practice gave all authority to the man and in essence made him lord of the 

marriage  

2. Jesus contends that God is Lord of marriage and man should not separate what God 

joined  

J. Remarriage (11-12)  

1. Adultery occurs in the remarriage not in the divorce  

2. May reference the one who initiates the divorce; in the case in which no justifiable 

grounds for divorce exist (Matt 5:32; 19:9) 

3. She initiates it (12) 

a. Not possible in a Jewish context? Herodias?   

 

10:13-16 Discipleship and Children 

A. People bringing children to touch Jesus (13) 

B. Disciples rebuke them (13) 

1. Demonstrates common attitude of disregard for children (even after the teaching of 

9:37ff)  

C. Jesus was indignant with them! (14) 

1. Result of His compassion for the children  

2. Jesus associates the KOG with Himself  

3. Coming to Him is entering the KOG (15) 
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D. Jesus uses this as an opportunity to teach a foundational principle of the Gospel (15) 

1. Kingdom belongs to such as these: i.e., those deemed unimportant! 

2. Anyone who will not receive the Kingdom like a child will never enter it 

a. Kingdom cannot be earned; it is only to be given; and, therefore, it must be 

received 

b. ‘Like a child’; i.e., those who recognize their dependence and, thus, are 

willing to accept it 

c. Greek: infant, young child: thus, not innocence, but helplessness  

 

10:17-31 Call to Discipleship and Possessions: The Rich Young Man/Ruler 

A. Good teacher; What must I do to inherit eternal life? (17) 

1. Why do you call Me good? 

a. Jesus causes the man to reflect upon what he has just called Christ (18) 

b. Perhaps, knowing that the man’s question does not reflect his heart  

2. Answer: nothing; it must be received (cf 10:15) 

3. Doing assumes that behavior is a precondition or condition for salvation 

B. Jesus replies: Follow the commandments 

1. Jesus adds to the provisions already stated in the 10 commandments to not defraud 

the poor  

2. Fits with the fact that the rich usually became such at the expense of the poor 

C. Man informs Jesus that he has since he was a boy: 12 years old (20) 

1. Followed the law since he was of age! (cp Phil 3:6)  

2. Yet, it has been acknowledged that only God is good 

D. Jesus loved him (21) 

1. Sees the man’s sincerity 

E. Jesus informs him to: 

1. Sell his possessions and give to the poor; Come and follow Me 

2. Irony: children who have nothing are told that the KOG is theirs; but this man who 

has everything is told that he still lacks something 

3. Only when he sells everything and becomes like a vulnerable child—dependent—

will he possess everything—treasure in heaven 

4. Reference to the Law is answered with a relationship to Jesus  

F. If the man truly followed the law he would have done such because: 

1. To do the 1
st
 would demonstrate ‘loving your neighbor as yourself’ 

2. To do the 2
nd

 would demonstrate ‘loving the Lord your God’ 
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G. However, the man went away sad because he had great wealth (v.22) 

1. Demonstrates that even the earnest man can become attached to his wealth  

2. He owned much property: Land was one of the two basic means of individual 

identity (family) 

H. Jesus explains: it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich to enter 

the kingdom of God (24-25) 

1. Address to them indicates that the wealth that prohibited one from entering the KOG 

is also a potential issue for those who do follow Jesus  

2. Saying affirms the impossibility of such occurring as recognized by the disciples!  

3. No evidence of a ‘gate’ so called until the 9
th
 c  

I. ‘Who then can be saved?’ (26) 

1. Disciples reaction parallels the rich man’s: ‘amazed’ (24); ‘even more astonished’ 

(26) 

2. Man it is impossible! (27)  

a. Amount of wealth, charm, good works, faith, etc., are irrelevant without 

Grace of God 

3. Not with God  

a. It is not us who can accomplish something for God, but He who 

accomplishes something through us  

J. Peter responds: ‘we have left everything to follow you’ (28) 

1. Peter understands somewhat: the disciples have met the requirements of v 21 

2. Peter does not yet understand fully the selflessness that is involved 

K. Jesus reminds them of the rewards they will receive: namely hundred-fold  

1. Receive a hundred-fold: sacrifices are nothing in terms of the rewards (Rom 8:18) 

2. Not only eternal rewards because included is ‘persecutions’ 

3. Reiterates: ‘First will be last’ (9:35; 10:31) 

 

10:32-34 Third Passion Prediction  

A. On the way to Jerusalem (32) 

B. Explains to disciples again: Son of Man (33-34): 

1. Betrayed to the Chief Priests and Scribes (14:53) 

2. Sentenced to death (14:64) 

3. Delivered to Romans (15:1) 

4. Mock, Spit, Flog Him (14:65; 15:15, 19, 29-30) 

5. Kill Him (15:37) 

6. 3 days rise (16:1-2) 
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10:35-45 Request of James and John 

A. James and John ask for a favor: one of us sit on your right and the other on your left? (35-37) 

1. Incredulous proposition after the teaching of ch. 10! 

2. Misunderstand the purpose of the trip to Jerusalem  

B. Jesus responds: ‘you don’t know what you are asking’ (38) 

1. Can you drink the cup that I drink? 

a. ‘Cup’ idiom: fate or judgment 

2. Can you be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with? 

a. ‘Baptism’ Greek usage: overwhelmed with disaster 

3. Jesus’ cup and baptism is His voluntary death for the sins of the World (45) 

4. Although, the disciples can drink from this cup and be baptized with this baptism, 

they cannot do such with the same significance  

5. Jesus informs them that such a request is not His to grant (40) 

C. Rest of the disciples became indignant with James and John (41) 

1. Horrible attitudes of self-centeredness when Jesus is approaching Jerusalem and His 

own death!  

D. Jesus points out that such a request is the way the Gentiles do things (42) 

1. Gentiles practice dominance, authority, power, manipulation, etc 

2. However, to be great, must be a servant! (43-44) 

E. ‘For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.’ (45) 

1. Summary statement of the purpose of the mission of Christ 

2. Christ is the model for Christian discipleship  

3. This is the ‘way of the Lord’ (1:3) 

4. ‘Ransom’: means the price paid to purchase a slaves freedom  

 

10:46-52 Blind Bartimaeus 

A. Came to Jericho: approaching Jerusalem; 20 miles and 3,500 feet below Jerusalem (46) 

B. Blind man Bartimaeus sitting by the roadside (Matt 20:29, 30; indicates 2 men present; only 

Bartimaeus engaged in conversation) 

1. Only person who is healed that is mentioned by name in Mark  

2. Shouted for mercy (47-48) 

3. People rebuked him  

a. His shouting was perhaps a nuisance 

b. Nonetheless they are preventing someone from coming to Him 
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c. Whereas, Jesus’ injunction for silence was to prohibit misunderstanding and 

the creation of a false perception 

C. Jesus asks: ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ (51) 

1. Identical question He asked James and John (36) 

2. Their request He did not grant 

D. I want to see: request for the normal  

E. Your faith has healed/saved you (52) 

F. He follows Jesus! (cp 10:21-22)  

 

 

Chapter 11 

11:1-11 

A. Mount of Olives (1)  

1. East of Jerusalem across from the Kidron valley  

2. Zech 14:4: Jerusalem is the place of final judgment 

3. Josephus and the rabbis associated it with the coming of the Messiah  

B. Sends 2 disciples ahead with the instructions to Bethany or Bethpage? (2) 

1. Find a colt tied: which no one has ever ridden  

a. Ancient provision: animals used for a sacred task must have never been 

ridden or used for ordinary tasks prior 

b. Unbroken beast of burden was fit for a king, since no one was permitted to 

ride a king’s horse  

c. Messianic donkey (Zech 9:9; Gen 49:11); though Mark does not cite Zech 

9:9 

2. If anyone asks: tell them the Lord needs it (3) 

3. Instructions suggest a prearrangement  

4. Jesus had been here earlier (John 10:22) 

C. Spread their garments and branches (8)  

1. Suggests ceremonies welcoming a king (cf 2 Kings 9:13) 

D. Ps 118:25 ‘blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord’ 

1. Context refers to the pilgrims who entered Jerusalem; they were blessed; not the 

Messiah  

2. No one likely grasped the full messianic overtones or else authorities would have 

been involved  

E. Jesus goes to the Temple; already late; returned to Bethany (11)  

1. Temple was His goal  
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11:12-14 Unproductive Fig 

- Cursing the Fig (12-14)  

- Cleansing the Temple (15-19) 

- Withering of the Fig (20-21)  

A. Departs Bethany (12)  

1. Spent each night  

B. Jesus went to see if the fig had any fruit (13) 

1. Fig commonly symbolizes ‘Israel’ or ‘Temple’ 

2. When the leaves appear in late Mar usually accompanied by small knobs (Heb 

paggim) that are picked and eaten by some—though not ripe they are edible; absence 

of the knob indicates that there will be no fruit this year 

3. Presence of the leaves suggests something edible  

4. Not the season for figs; but it was for paggim  

C. Jesus curses the fig; ‘may no one ever eat fruit from you again’ (14) 

1. Fig symbol of judgment (Isa 34:4; Jer 8:13; 29:17; Hos 2:12; 9:10; Joel 1:7; Mic 7:1) 

2. Here on the Temple  

 

11:15-19 Jesus and the Temple 

A. Jesus enters the Temple area and begins clearing out those who were buying and selling there 

1. Zech 14:21  

2. Place is the Court of the Gentiles  

3. Laws forbid thoroughfare (16) 

4. Set up an oriental bazaar and cattle mart (15) 

a. Money changers tables: exchange roman coins into temple coinage 

b. Animal pens and benches: purchased by pilgrim’s for sacrifices 

c. Doves were acceptable for the poor as sacrifices  

B. Declares: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all nations’ Isa 56:7 (17) 

1. Cf Jer 7:3-15 

2. Acted parable of destruction 

3. Messiah was to purge Jerusalem and the temple of Gentile and foreigners: Jesus does 

the reverse 

4. House for all nations 

C. Chief Priest and the teachers of the law began to look for a way to kill Him (18) 

1. Gospels indicate that the clearing of the Temple became the key motivator for the 

Jewish leaders to seek Jesus’ death 
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2. They hesitate, however, because of fear of the people 

 

11:20-25 Withered Fig 

A. Next Day: fig had withered from the roots (20) 

1. Language recalls the parable of the sower, where the seed on the rocky ground 

sprouted quickly but had no root and withered  

B. Have faith in God (22)  

1. Object lesson for the disciples  

C. Anyone who says to ‘this mountain’ go into the sea (23) 

1. Temple Mount: spoken in the vicinity of the Temple must refer to the Temple mount  

2. Hebraic hyperbole  

3. Mount of olives (specifically the Temple mount) 

a. From the summit of the Mt of Olives the fortress of Herodium is visible  

b. Herodium was built by literally moving dirt from one hill to another 

c. Jesus offers one better by casting the mountain into the sea 

4. Contextually; indicates the lack of fruit in Israel and the subsequent cursing of the fig 

demonstrates God’s readiness to bring devastating judgment upon Israel  

5. YHWH is about to establish his kingdom (Zech 14:9) 

6. Where the Gentiles will come in and worship (Zech 14:16-19) 

D. Preparation of the righteous includes (24-25; cp John 14:13-14; 15:7, 16; 16:23) 

1. Faith: genuine conviction that such a request is the will of God 

2. Willingness to forgive others: i.e., a faith that is put into practice (26; doubtful that it 

was a part of Mark) 

3. Temple not needed for forgiveness!  

 

11:27-33 Questioning of Jesus’ authority  

A. Officials of the Sanhedrin question Jesus (27-28): 

1. What authority do you have to do these things? 

a. Question refers back to the events of the Temple clearing  

B. Jesus replied—in Rabbinic fashion—with a question of His own (29-30) 

1. John’s baptism—was it from Heaven—Jewish avoidance of God’s name? 

2. I.e., my authority is the same as John’s 

3. Problem:  

a. Leaders cannot deny it or the people will revolt (John was popular) (32) 

b. However, they cannot affirm John either because it would constitute 

affirming Jesus 
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C. Jesus refuses to answer them (33) 

 

 

Chapter 12 

12:1-12 Parable of the Tenants (Matt 21:33-46; Luke 20:9-19) 

Only major parable in Mark outside ch 4 

- Demonstrates its significance  

- Answers the question of authority: Jesus is the Son who has come to the vineyard and 

judgment falls upon the tenants   

Cf Isaiah 5:1-7 (Vineyard is Israel); Cf Ps 80; Jer 7:25-26; 25:4-5 

- Israel is the vineyard  

- Rulers are the vine-keepers  

- Prophets are the messengers  

- Jesus is the son (cf Matt 11:11-13) 

- God is the owner and father  

Cf Matt 11:11-15 

- If JTB is Elijah, then he is the last of the prophets of the Old Covenant and Jesus the 

Messiah and inaugurator of the New Covenant  

- After the last prophet comes the Son  

Parable concludes with quote of Ps 118:22-23 

- Stone used here in reference to the building of a new Temple  

A. Parable against the Sanhedrin (cf 12:12) 

1. Absentee landowners and ‘tenant farmers’  

2. Land is leased to the farmers 

B. Man planted vineyard and then went away on a journey 

1. Sent a servant (#1): beaten (3) 

2. Sent a servant (#2): struck (4) 

3. Sent a servant (#3): killed (5) 

4. Sent many others; some beaten others killed (5) 

C. Man decided to send His Son (6) 

1. Servants had no legal rights: thus, in sending them the owner was appealing to the 

integrity of the workers; Son is the legal representative: thus, he is making an appeal 

to law—hence, his assertion that they will respect his son is reasonable 

2. Beloved son (cf Gen 22:2; 37:3; Isa 51:1; Mark 1:11; 9:7) 

3. Son is Jesus (cf 10, 11) 



Dalrymple  Gospel of Mark 

 46 

4. When they see the Son they apparently conclude that the Father has died and the Son 

has come to inspect His inheritance.  If they kill the only heir, then the property will 

become theirs as a result of the laws on ‘ownerless property’ 

a. ‘Let’s kill him’ (7; cf Gen 37:20) 

5. So they kill the Son and discarded Him (refusing Him burial? Rev 11:8-9) 

D. What will the owner do? (9) 

1. He will kill those tenants  

a. Similar to the thought behind Rev. 6:10; 16:5, 6 

2. Give the land to others 

a. i.e., the Israel of God (Joel 2:28-32) 

b. Jesus condemns the Temple system for its failure to include Gentiles 

E. Ps 118:22-23 (10-11) 

1. Passage applied to Christ throughout the N.T. (Luke 20:17; Acts 4:11; Rom 9:33; 1 

Pet 2:6) 

2. From the Lord: providential tone  

 

12:13-28 Paying Taxes to Caesar 

A. Pharisees and Herodians attempt to trip Jesus with a ‘catch 22’: Is it lawful to pay taxes? (13-

14) 

1. Poll tax  

a. Amount was a denarius (silver coin with a partial bust of Caesar and the 

inscription: ‘Tiberius Caesar Augustus, Son of the Divine Augustus’) 

2. Pharisees resent paying taxes 

a. If Jesus supports them, insubordinate to Rome and guilty of treason 

3. Herodians support paying taxes (opposition to Jesus is what brings them together) 

a. If Jesus supports them, the Jews would be appalled (the tribute tax was 

highly unpopular) 

B. ‘Jesus knew their hypocrisy’ (15)  

C. ‘Bring me a denarius’ (15) 

1. Whose portrait and inscription? 

D. Concludes: 

1. Render to Caesar what is Caesar’s  

2. Render to God what is God’s (Jesus goes beyond their question) 

a. Since man bears the image of God, then he should be rendered to God  
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12:18-27 Sadducees question regarding Marriage and the Resurrection 

A. Sadducees come to Jesus (18) 

1. Deny the resurrection and anything beyond the Torah  

2. Sadducees do not believe in resurrection because they don’t see a basis for it in the 

Law of Moses (only found in Isa 26:19; Ezek 37; Dan 12:2; Ps 73:23) 

B. Sadducees imagine an unusual circumstance in which a woman marries 7 times (19-23) 

1. Based on Levirate provision (Deut 25:5-6; Gen 38:8) 

2. Man was obligated to marry a childless widow of his brother in order to preserve the 

name and memory of the brother—including his inheritance 

3. Reflects the common Pharisaic notion that the afterlife is an extension of earthly 

conditions—including marriage—though more glorious 

C. Jesus retorts: errors result from a failure to understand the Scriptures or the power of God; 

‘You are badly mistaken’ (24, 27)  

1. They do not know the Scriptures: this is what the Sadducees specialized in  

2. Resurrection life is not an extension of earthly life: No marriage in Heaven (25; cf 1 

Cor 15:40-44) 

a. New categories needed: ‘like the angels’  

3. Intimacy between husband and wife replaced with relationship with Christ (Rev 19:1-

10) 

4. Books of Moses do teach the afterlife: Namely ‘He is not the God of the dead, but of 

the living’ (26-27; Exod 3:6)  

a. Exod 3 fell within the Torah accepted by Sadducees  

 

12:28-34 What is the Greatest Commandment? 

A. Teacher of the Law questions Him (28): 

1. Which is the greatest commandment? 

a. Not an uncommon question from a Scribe 

b. Rabbi Hillel had summarized the Law in the negative of the Golden Rule 

earlier 

2. Scribes were experts in interpretation  

3. Rabbinic tradition counted 613 commandments in the Torah; 365 prohibitions; and 

248 positive commands: also differentiated between ‘light’ and ‘heavy’ commands 

(Cp Matt 5:19) 

B. Jesus points out 2 (29-31) 

1. ‘Shema’ (Deut 6:4): Lord is one; Love the Lord with all Heart, soul, mind and 

strength 

a. Repeated every morning and evening by Jews  
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2. ‘Love neighbor as yourself’ (Lev 19:18) 

a. 1 John 4:11, 19-20 

b. As with the others Jesus goes farther than they asked  

C. Man agrees with Christ’s answer (32, 33) 

1. Response cites Deut 4:35; 6:4; Lev 19:18; 1 Sam 15:22; Isa 45:21; Hos 6:6 

2. Scribe assesses Jesus’ exposition of Torah  

D. Jesus acknowledges; ‘you are not far from the Kingdom of God’ (34) 

1. See: 8:34-38 

E. No one asked Him more questions  

 

12:35-37 Jesus questions Them 

A. Taught in the Temple (35)  

1. Center of the Sanhedrin’s authority  

B. If the Messiah is David’s son, how come he calls Him Lord? (35-37) 

1. Cites Ps 110:1 ‘The lord said to my Lord’ 

a. Most frequently cited OT passage in the NT 

b. Always cited Messianically 

c. Originally a coronatio hymn sung at the inauguration of kings  

d. First ‘Lord’ is God; second is the king  

e. Later the second ‘Lord’ became the messiah whose kingdom would not fail 

2. Problem: how could David—the highest ranking man alive—call the Messiah, his 

own son, Lord—a title of superiority?  

3. Messiah could not be a mere descendant of David; Of course, He is not merely 

David’s son but God’s Son  

4. Psalm goes on to affirm that he remains a ‘priest forever’ (110:4); supersedes the 

present priestly regime 

 

12:38-40 Warning against the Scribes  

A. Jesus continues—Matt 22:46 could not say a word in reply—Watch out for the Teachers of 

the Law (38) 

1. Walk around in flowing robes: linen robes with long white mantles (white was the 

color of eminence; color for the common people): prayer shawls with tassels attached 

to the four corners 

2. Greeted in the marketplace: people rose in their presence—except laborers  

3. Most important seats in the synagogue: front, facing the congregation (who sat on the 

floor in the center) or the benches along the wall (39) 
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4. They devour widows houses and make lengthy prayers for a show (Isa 10:2; Amos 2; 

Mic 3) 

a. Usually abused the hospitality offered them (could not take pay) 

B. They will receive greater condemnation (40)  

 

12:41-44 Widows Offering 

A. Jesus watched people placing offerings in the Temple treasury (41)  

1. Temple treasury located in the Court of Women (where women and children were 

permitted to worship)  

2. Mishnah reports that 13 large Shofar-chests (shaped like a ram’s horn) in the 

temple—each dedicated to a special offering 

B. Widow placed 2 Lepta (42) 

1. 1/64 of a denarius (note: Mark translates this for his readers with the Roman coin 

quadrans) 

2. All she had (44) 

C. Gave more than all the others (43) 

1. Value is not the amount given but the cost to the giver  

 

 

Chapter 13 

13:1-37 Olivet Discourse 

13:1-4  

A. Leaving the Temple (1) 

B. One notes the ‘massive stones’ and ‘magnificent buildings’ 

1. Mount was enlarged by Herod to 325m x 500m (circ: 1 mile); retaining wall on the 

SE side was 15 stories high; stones found 42’ x 11’ x 14’ est. weight: 1 million 

pounds (Josephus said stones about 60’ used) 

2. Royal porticoes at the South end: ‘A striking spectacle’ (Josephus): 45’ wide and 

consisted of 3 aisles with 4 rows of columns: columns with Corinthian capitals 40’ 

tall; ceiling cedar paneled; ‘thickness of each column was such that it would take 

three men with outstretched arms touching one another to envelop it (Ant. 15.413) 

3. Temple 50m high; 50m wide in front; 30m wide in rear; covered with gold and silver; 

crimson and purple (Josephus said the stones used were even larger than those 

employed for the foundation) 

C. Jesus explains: ‘Not one stone here will be left upon another’ (2) 

1. Mal 3:1-6: prophesies a coming of the Lord in his Temple for judgment and refining 
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D. Sitting on the Mount of Olives (Zech 14:1-8) (3) 

1. Zech 14:1-8: God declares the capture, sacking, and devastation of Jerusalem: Jesus 

again assumes the role of God 

E. Peter, James, John and Andrew ask Him (4; 1:16-20) 

1. When will these things happen? 

2. What will be the sign that they are about to be fulfilled? 

3. Sign: (3x Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign in 8:11-12) 

a. Cp 13:22: False prophets and christs will show signs 

 

13:5-8  
A. Jesus answers the question for the purpose of urging vigilance (‘Be on your guard’) in turmoil 

and to warn against a false sense of urgency (5, 9, 23, 33, 35) 

1. Many false prophets (6) come in my name 

2. They come with more than His name  

a. I.e., they will come arrogating to themselves titles and authorities that belong 

to Christ 

B. Following signs affect believers and non-believers: generally these signs fit with any age 

1. Wars and rumors of wars (7-8) 

2. ‘Must happen, but the end is still to come’ 

3. Earthquakes and famines: (8) 

a. Famines during the reign of Claudius (41-54; Acts 11:28) 

b. Earthquakes in Phyrgia (A.D. 61); Pompey (A.D. 63) 

4. Merely the beginning of birth pains! 

a. Again the stress is that such things are not signs of the end 

 

13:9-13 Call for Steadfastness  
A. You watch yourselves (9) 

1. Such activities are to be the norm for the Christian life; do not get caught up in them 

B. Handed over to local councils; flogged in the synagogues; stand before Gov.’s and Kings (9) 

1. They will be handed over to both Jews and Gentiles; religious and secular authorities 

(cp 8:35; Cp Acts 12:1-3; 23:33; 25:6, 19-26:29) 

2. ‘Handed over’  9, 11, 12: same word used for Jesus’ betrayal by Judas (3:19; 9:31; 

10:33; 10x in chs 14-15) 

3. ‘On account of me’: Bearing witness for Jesus is the reason for the opposition (cp 13; 

8:35!) 

4. For a witness to them!  

a. Persecution provides the opportunity for proclamation 

5. Gospel must be preached to all nations (10) 
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C. Do not worry about what you are to say in courts (11) 

1. Instead, the Holy Spirit will guide you 

2. However, this does not guarantee acquittal (cp 12) 

D. Division within families (12) 

1. Micah 7:4-7: describes the patient endurance of the true people of God and the 

judgment that will fall on their enemies  

2. May indicate members of Christian families turning on one another during 

interrogation (see context; Cp Tacitus Histories 15.44)? 

E. You will be put to death! (12) 

1. Result is not always acquittal  

2. The Holy Spirit’s empowering is not to free us, but ‘eivj martu,rion auvtoi/j’ 

F. All men will hate you on account of Me (13) 

G. ‘He who stands firm to the end will be saved’ (13; Dan 12:12) 

1. Supreme comfort!!; Rev 21-22 

2. We are not expected to prevail over the adversary, but to be faithful to the end 

 

13:14-23 

A. When you see the ‘Abomination that makes desolation’ (Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11; cp Matt 

24:15) (see Josephus War II. xix.2-9; 4.6.3; 7.3): note v 7 ‘when you hear’; now is ‘when you 

see’ 

1. References a defiling act in regards to the Temple  

2. Jesus seems to suggest that that act was not a complete fulfillment and that there 

would again be an appalling sacrilege of the Temple (Ezek 7:14-23) 

3. ‘Let the reader understand’: a cryptic reference by Mark to Dan 9?; as a way of 

saying that something like this will happen again? 

a. Cp Dan 1:17; 2:21-23; 9:25; 12:13 

4. Most common explanation is the destruction of the temple by Titus in Sept A.D. 70  

5. The Abom that makes Desol. is an immediate prelude to the end  

a. No indication as to when the end happens—though the warning is still about 

being deceived—in fact the warning escalates; people use the nearness to 

point to false Christs 

b. This event only inaugurates the period of the end—now the end can come, 

but that doesn’t mean that it will come now 

c. The end is near, but the period is indeterminate (running away would be 

worthless if the end was to follow immediately) 

d. Cp Luke 21:24: ‘until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled’  

B. Flee! (14; Ezek 7:14-23) 

1. OT associates flight with the judgment of God; especially on Babylon (Gen 19:17; 

Jer 16:16; Ezek 7:14-16; Zech 14:5) 
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2. Thus, flight is necessary to escape the judgment of God on the land  

3. Ironically: Jerusalem is usually the place of refuge (Isa 16:3; Jer 4:6; Zech 2:11) 

C. Urgency for flight (15-16) 

1. Flat roof place of prayer at midday (Acts 10:9); had an outside staircase 

2. Outer garment placed in a corner of the field is to be abandoned  

D. Circumstances that hinder flight (17-18) 

1. Winter: streams reach flood stage and make crossing impossible (War 4.7.5) 

E. Reason for flight (19-20) 

1. Unprecedented time of tribulation awaits (Dan 12:1) 

2. Never shall be indicates that this is not the last judgment 

3. Sake of the elect the days are shortened (Dan 12:1) 

a. Continues the association with the covenant and the remnant motif (20, 22, 

27) 

F. Final deterrent to flight (21-22) 

1. Do not be deterred from flight by the notion that the Messiah has come  

2. Even those performing miracles! (cp Deut 13) 

G. Imperative closes the section: ‘You see’ (cp 5, 9) 

1. Told you everything: Ans to their question has been completely given!  

 

13:24-27 

Lane, ‘No other section of the eschatological discourse is more indebted to scriptural imagery and 

language.  The entire description is drawn from OT material’ (474-75) 

Coming of Christ is in terms that described Yahweh’s theophany on the Day of the Lord 

Cp Joel 2-4; Isa 13:10; 34:4; Ezek 32:7-8; Amos 8:9 

A. Following that distress (no indication as to when—just after) (24) 

1. ‘In those days’; ‘after the tribulation’: totally undefined as to when 

2. Only that the preliminary events must happen first 

3. Signs in the Sun, Moon and stars (Isa 13:6, 9-11; 14:4, 12-15; 34:3-4; Ezek 32:5-8; 

Joel 2:10-11, 30-32; 3:14-15) 

a. Cosmic signs indicate an earth shattering event  

4. See Son of Man coming in the clouds 

B. 4 lines of poetry where the 4
th
 summarizes the first 3 (24-25)  

1. Sun darkened;  Moon not give light; Stars will fall; powers in the heavens will be 

shaken 

a. Gen 1:2 

b. Mark 15:33: darkness at the cross 
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C. Son of Man coming on the clouds (26) 

1. Dan 7:13 

2. Son of Man performs all the acts; comes, gathers, those who are His  

3. Gathering the people of God was an attribute of God (Deut 30:3f; Ps 50:3-5; Isa 43:6; 

66:8; Jer 32:37; Ezek 34:13; 36:24; Zech 2:6, 10) 

D. Gather His elect (27) 

 

13:28-31 Lesson from the Fig Tree  

Now he informs them how to know the when: before the passing of a generation 

A. Learn this lesson from the fig tree: twigs get tender and leaves come out (approx. April) you 

will know that summer is near (28) 

1. Fig trees lose leaves in winter and only blossoms late in Spring (than the almond) 

a. When the branches of the fig are softened and leaves appear one can be 

certain that summer is near 

B. When you see ‘these things’ (29-30) 

1. The things from 4 (re: Temple)? Or, the things from 24 (re: coming of the Son of 

Man)?; then why did Jesus say that ‘no one knows’ (32) 

2. Reiteration of ‘these things’ relates to 4 

3. This generation must be the one contemporary with Jesus (note the Palestinian 

background in 14-18 (30) 

4. A generation was fulfilled in A.D. 70 

5. Thus, there is a contrast between all ‘these things’ that must happen within a 

generation and the ‘that day’ which no one knows  

C. ‘He’ or ‘It’ is near?  

D. Truly, I say: a solemn affirmation of the trustworthiness of the following (30; Cp Ps 102:25-

27; Isa 40:6-8; 51:6) 

1. Heaven and Earth will pass, but My words will not  

a. Not speaking of the end of all things, but of the abiding nature of His word; 

esp as compared to Heaven and Earth  

 

13:32-37  

A. No one knows about that Day or Hour or Time (32) 

1. 28-32: Return to the description of the Parousia ‘Coming’?  

2. If so, then there is a contrast between the signs that will clearly precede the 

destruction of the Temple and the unknowable time of Jesus’ return  

3. No one knows the hour of God’s judgment  

4. May indicate that we will know the time of the destruction of the Temple, but not the 

time of His return 
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5. Therefore, be on your guard! (33) 

a. 5x Jesus commands to ‘See’ (33); be awake (33); watch (34, 35, 37) 

b. Cp the 5x they fail to ‘watch’ in Gethsemane (14:34, 37, 38, 40, 41) 

6. Son doesn’t know? 

a. Acts 1:6-7: the Father has fixed the times 

b. In His humanity Jesus limited Himself (Phil 2:5-8) 

c. Cf. John 16:30; Col 2:3 

B. You do not know (33) 

C. See; be Awake (33) 

D. Man goes away and puts His servants in charge, each with own task (34) 

1. Therefore, keep watch! (35) 

2. You do not know when master will return 

3. Do not let Him find you sleeping! (36) 

a. I.e., be actively engaged in ministry  

E. I say to all: watch! (37) 

 

 

Chapter 14 

14:1-11 Judas’ Plot: Jesus is Anointed at Bethany 

A: Judas’ (insider) plot (14:1-2)  

B: Anointing by sinful woman (outsider) (14:3-9) 

A’: Judas’ plot (14:10-11) 

A. Passover two days away (1)  

1. Not during the festival or there will be a riot (2)  

a. Large influx of people made an uprising more of a threat  

B. Bethany; home of Simon the Leper (3)  

C. Woman with an Alabaster jar of perfume 

1. Very expensive; Nard: aromatic oil; from a root native to India; 300 denarii (5) 

a. Probably a family heirloom which then carried sentimental value  

2. Poured on Jesus’ head as an act of supreme devotion 

D. Some considered it a waste (value of more than a year’s wages) (4-5) 

1. John 12:4-6: Judas leveled the complaint 

E. Jesus views this as an act of preparation for His burial (6-9)  

1. Jesus is not indifferent to the poor (7)  



Dalrymple  Gospel of Mark 

 55 

F. Judas goes to the chief priests—leaders of the Sanhedrin (10) 

1. Betrayal initiated by an insider 

2. This announcement pleases the religious leaders (10, 11) 

3. They broker a deal with Judas (John 11:57) 

 

14:12-31 Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

A: Betrayal of disciples (17-21) 

B: Last Supper (22-26): self-sacrifice of Jesus contrasts the infidelity of the disciples  

A’: Defection of disciples (27-31)  

A. First day; when the lamb was being sacrificed (12) 

1. Lambs were sacrificed in the daytime on the 14
th
 of Nisan; First day of 

Passover/Unleavened Bread was evening of 15
th
 Nisan  

B. Jesus sends disciples into the city to make preparations for the Feast (13)  

1. ‘Man’ carrying water may indicate a prearranged signal (women normally carry 

water) 

2. Guest room (14): Residents of Jerusalem were expected to make spare rooms 

available  

C. Jesus arrives with the 12 (17; Note: only the 12 are indicated as being present: others?) 

D. Meal begins with an announcement of treachery; Jesus states that ‘one of you will betray me’ 

(18; Ps 41:9) 

1. 1
st
 indication: ‘one who is eating with me’  

a. Does not identify anyone in particular 

2. All—including Judas—said, ‘surely not I’ (19) 

a. Note: the disciples have no idea that it is Judas 

Epitome of a false prophet in sheep’s clothing (Matt 7:15f) 

3. 2
nd

 indication: ‘It is one of the 12’ (20)  

Also, does not identify anyone in particular 

4. 3
rd

 indication: ‘one who dips bread into the bowl with me’ (20) 

a. Also, does not identify anyone in particular (all eating from same bowls) 

E. Betrayer has been sovereignly purposed (21): Son of Man is to go  

F. Jesus inaugurates Communion (22-25) 

1. Bread: ‘this is my body’ (22) 

a. Bread normally distributed at this point is done in silence 

2. Cup: ‘This is my blood of the covenant’ (24; Jer 31:31-34) 

a. 3
rd

 Cup of the Paschal feast 

b. Red Wine mixed with water 
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c. Poured out for many (Isa 53:12); references an event yet to come (cf Exod 

24:3-8)  

d. All drank from it (23) 

3. ‘I will not drink again’ (25); Jesus’ final meal until the consummation of the 

Kingdom (cf Rev 19) 

G. After singing: went to the Mount of Olives (26) 

1. Hallel: Ps 115-18  

 

14:27-31 Jesus predicts Peter’s Denial 

A. Jesus states that All will fall away (27) 

1. Zech 13:7: strike the shepherd   

a. Divine authorization: ‘I will strike’ (Isa 53:10) 

b. Fits with Jesus’ parables about lost sheep (Matt 18:12-14); command to the 

disciples to go to the ‘lost sheep of the house of Israel’ (Matt 10:6; 12:11f); 

the disciples are to be like sheep (Matt 10:16); Jesus’ compassion on the 

crowds because they were like sheep (Mark 6:34) 

c. Cp 1 Kings 22:17; the death of the king leaves Israel like sheep without a 

shepherd (cf also Isa 44:28; Ezek 34:23-24; Zech 13:7)  

B. ‘After I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee’ (28) 

C. Peter proclaims that he will remain faithful (29)  

D. Jesus explains that Peter will not only deny Him, but that he will do so ‘tonight’; in fact, 

before the rooster crows (30) 

E. Peter, and all, insists that he will die first (31) 

 

14:32-42 Gethsemane 

A. Gethsemane (32): ‘Olive press’: Foot of the Mt of Olives; common gathering place (Luke 

22:39; John 18:1-2) 

B. Jesus leaves the disciples near the entrance and takes Peter, James and John and goes a little 

farther (33) 

C. Soul is greatly distressed; ‘overwhelmed to the point of death’ (34; Ps 42:6, 12; 43:5) 

D. Asks them to keep watch (34) 

E. Jesus goes a little farther (35) 

1. Jesus prays that ‘if possible the hour might pass from him’ (35) & ‘take this cup from 

me’ (36) 

2. Prayer is prefaced with: Thy will be done (36) 

3. Prayer is effectively answered: ‘No’ 

a. Similarly Paul’s request (2 Cor 12:8) 

4. Returns and found them sleeping #1 
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F. Goes again to pray (39)  

1. Again found them sleeping #2 (40; their eyes were heavy) 

G. Again goes to pray (41) 

1. Again found them sleeping #3 

H. Betrayer is ‘at hand’ (42) 

 

14:43-52 Arrest 

A. Judas—one of the 12—and a crowd appear (43) 

1. ‘Betrayer’ (44) 

B. Arranged a signal: Kiss 

C. Seized Him (46; see: 44, 46, 49, 51) 

D. Peter strikes High Priest’s servant (47; Malchus; John 18:10) 

E. Jesus questions as to why they didn’t arrest Him previously; after all, every day He was in the 

marketplace? (48-49) 

1. Arrest as though He was a robber 

2. Fulfill Scripture: Isa 53:12 

F. All deserted Him and fled (50) 

1. All drank (23); all pledged to die (31); all desert Him (50) 

2. Fulfills Zech 13:7 and Mark 14:27 

G. Young man fled naked (51, 52; cf Amos 2:16; Rom 3:9-11) 

 

14:53-72 Peter’s Denials and the Trial before the Sanhedrin 

1. A:  Peter’s denial (53-54)  

2. B: Jesus before the Sanhedrin (55-65) 

3. A’: Peter’s denials (66-72)  

A. Jesus taken to Caiaphas’ (53)  

1. Caiaphas HP from A.D. 18-36; son in law of Annas  

2. Peter follows behind at a distance; enters into courtyard (54)  

B. Sanhedrin looking for evidence against Him to put Him to death (55) 

1. Many: though their testimonies did not agree (56)  

C. Claim that Jesus said He would destroy the Temple (57) 

1. Jesus has only noted that it will be destroyed; not that He would do it  

D. Claim Jesus would build another made without hands  

1. Cf John 2:19-21 

2. Cf Dan 2:34, 45  
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E. Agree on a charge that Jesus spoke against the Temple (58) 

1. Even then, their testimonies do not agree (59) 

F. Caiaphas inquires (60) 

1. Illegal to make the defendant incriminate himself! 

2. Thus, Jesus remains silent 

a. Isa 53:7 

G. Caiaphas directly asks: ‘are you the Christ, the Son of the blessed One?’ (Circumlocution for 

the name of God) (61) 

1. If He is the Messiah, He is a threat to the HP  

2. The HP was anointed and the authority over the Temple; some of the Hasmonean HP 

were kings also  

3. Therefore, this is a direct confrontation  

H. Jesus replies, ‘I am’: Jesus openly divulges His identity in the midst of suffering; which was 

absent previously—hence His avoidance  

I. Matt and Luke: Jesus only affirms: ‘you said so’ 

J. Adds, ‘You will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming 

on the clouds of heaven’ (62) 

1. Dan 7:13; Ps 110:1  

K. Caiaphas tears his clothes; he has blasphemed (63-64; 2 Sam 1:11; 2 Kings 18:37) 

1. Tearing clothes symbolizes that he believes Jesus’ answer to be blasphemous 

2. Saw Jesus’ affirmation of Messiahship as blasphemous 

3. Blasphemy in the HP’s eyes because: 

a. Jesus has set himself against the Temple and its guardian (the HP)  

b. Manifestation will be on the clouds: Theophany—manifestation of God  

L. Sanhedrin condemns Him to death 

M. Blindfolded Him and spit, struck Him and said ‘prophesy’ 

1. Isa 11:3: (The Messiah will not judge by what he sees) 

N. Peter was below in the courtyard (66) 

O. One of the Servant girls  

1. ‘You also were with that Nazarene’ (67) 

2. He denied it (68) 

3. Goes out to the porch—i.e., farther from Jesus!  

P. Maid saw him (69) 

1. ‘This fellow is one of them’ 

2. He denied it (70) 
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Q. Those standing near: 

1. ‘You are a Galilean’  

2. Called curses down and swore saying ‘I don’t know this man’ (71) 

a. Curses: i.e., if he’s lying may he be cursed; and if they continue to maintain 

their convictions may they be cursed 

b. Swore: i.e., as in an oath 

c. ‘This man’: cannot name Jesus, but he does the father—though as part of a 

curse 

d. Contrast Jesus’ confession of Himself 

R. Immediately the rooster crowd twice (72)  

1. Roosters crow at regular intervals in the night 

2. Particularly between 12:00-3:00 a.m.; Hence Roman designation ‘cock-crow’ 

 

 

Chapter 15 

15:1-15 Trial before Pilate 

A. Very early the Sanhedrin reached a decision (1) 

B. Pilate asks: ‘Are you the King of the Jews’ (2) 

C. Ambiguous reply; ‘You said so’  

D. Jesus is accused of many things, but remains silent (5; 14:61) 

E. Pilate attempts to offer opportunity for a prisoner to be released (6 

1. Bar abbas: (‘son of a father’) insurrectionist (the uprising?); convicted of murder (7) 

2. Jesus ‘Bar Abba’: (‘Son of the father/God’) 

3. Irony: a convicted murderer is set free; while an innocent man is killed 

F. Pilate, apparently, thought that he could get out of his ordeal by appealing to the populace 

1. Problem, the populace would rather side with the religious leader than with Pilate!  

Even if that meant condemning Jesus (11) 

2. Crowd, in fact, Shouts: ‘Crucify, Crucify’ (13, 14) 

G. ‘Wanting to satisfy the crowds’ Pilate releases Barabbas and orders Jesus to be flogged and 

handed over to be crucified (15) 

1. Flogging preceded the crucifixion  

2. No limit; purpose to shorten the length of the crucifixion and increase suffering 

 

15:16-20 Soldiers Mock Jesus 

A. Set of Auxiliary troops mock His kingship (16); Speira: Lt cohors 1/10 of a legion: 600  

1. Praetorium: personal body guards of the prefect; building in which they were housed 
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2. Purple robe and crown of thorns: adornment of Hellenistic vassal kings (17) 

a. Purple: color of royalty  

b. Thorns: acanthus plant  

3. Falling down shout ‘Hail, king of the Jews’:  customary homage in the East (18) 

B. Struck Him; Spit on Him; and mocked Him (19) 

 

15:21-32 Crucifixion 

A. Simon of Cyrene (21) 

1. Children—Alexander and Rufus—apparently were known by recipients of Romans 

(cf Rom 16:33) 

2. ‘Passing by’: Roman crucifixions were usually near the main roads in order to 

discourage others from committing such crimes 

3. Forced to carry the Cross(bar) (cf 8:34: first one to fulfill this command) 

a. Implies Jesus has been intensely weakened by beatings 

B. Golgotha; ‘place of the Skull’ (Lt Calvary) (22) 

C. Offered Him wine mixed with myrrh (23; Ps 69:21)  

1. Old tradition says that the respected women of Jerusalem provided a narcotic drink as 

a sedative for the condemned (Prov 31:6) 

2. Jesus refuses it 

D. Cast lots for His clothing (24; Ps 22:18) 

1. 4 Soldiers on duty; law gave them the right to the victim’s minor possessions 

2. Jesus apparently had 5 items (undergarment; outer garment; sandals; belt and head-

covering) 

3. Thus, with the 5
th
 they cast lots for it 

a. Seamless garment would be more valuable if unripped 

4. Jesus crucified naked then? 

a. Jewish sensitivities, however, required victims of stoning to be given a loin 

cloth 

E. Time: 3
rd

 Hour: Mark simply means 3
rd

 qtr of the day (i.e., between 9:00-12:00p.m.) 

1. Roman designation; 9:00 

2. However, only John uses exact designations for time (John 19:14; before 12:00) 

F. Charge ‘King of the Jews’ (26) 

G. Crucified between 2 robbers (27: Isa 53:12) 

1. One on the right and one on the left: the two places requested by James and John! 

(10:40) 
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H. Crowds insult Him (29-32: Ps 22:7) 

1. Shook their heads (29): sign of scorn and disgust (Ps 22:7) 

2. ‘Hurled insults’; lit. ‘blasphemies’: they are guilty of the very thing they condemned 

Him for (14:64)  

3. ‘Save yourself’ (30-32); if He does, He will condemn them; he came for others (cf 

10:45) 

 

15:33-39 Death of Jesus 

A. Darkness 3 hours (33; Amos 8:9)  

1. 12:00-3:00? 

B. Jesus proclaims ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ (34) 

1. Quotes Ps 22:1 

a. All Jews taught to quote Scripture in times of distress 

2. Perhaps, God had truly forsaken Him as He bore the sins of the World 

3. Some may have mistaken Eloi (my God) for Eli and conclude that Jesus is calling 

Elijah (35) 

a. Mistake could have been accentuated by Jesus’ fatigue 

C. Jesus offered wine vinegar 

1. Relieves thirst more than water and is less expensive 

D. ‘With a loud cry, Jesus breathed His last’ (37) 

1. Loud cry is impressive for a victim of crucifixion who commonly die from 

suffocation due to exhaustion 

2. Centurion, thus, concludes ‘Surely this man was the Son of God’ (39) 

 ***Climax of the Gospel: recognition of Jesus by the gentile! 

a. Centurion accompanied the four executioners  

b. Cp John 8:28 

E. Curtain of the Temple torn (38) 

1. Heb 9:1-5: two curtains 

2. Outer curtain: visible to everyone; Josephus said it had a panorama of the heavens—

1:10 

 

15:40-47 Burial 

- A: Women at the cross  

- B: Joseph before Pilate  

- A’: Women at the tomb  
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A. Women present (Mary Magdalene; Mary the Mother of (Jesus?) James and Joses; Salome; 

and many others): Women who had cared for His needs! (40-41) 

1. Watched from a distance: Though their distance is far better than where the disciples 

currently were! 

2. Following and ministering to Jesus is Markan for true discipleship: in Mark, only 

angels and women do such  

B. Preparation day: day before the Sabbath; Evening approaching (42) 

1. Bury quickly essential for 2 reasons: 

a. Jewish scruples that person is to be buried the day they die (included the 

Sabbath) 

b. Next day was the Sabbath; due all that was possible to avoid burial on the 

Sabbath 

C. Joseph of Arimathea—member of the Sanhedrin—requests Jesus’ body (43) 

1. John 19:39 Nicodemus also assists 

D. Joseph buries Jesus is his own private tomb (46; Isa 53:9) 

E. Women verify location (47; 1 Cor 1:26-28) 

 

 

Chapter 16 

16:1-8 Resurrection 

A. Sabbath over (i.e., Sunday) women went to the Tomb to anoint body (1) 

1. Odd to include women due to the ancient world’s relegation of 2
nd

 class status 

a. Jewish world women’s testimony was invalid 

2. Also odd to list Mary Magdalene 1
st 

(Luke 8:2) 

a. Yet, she is listed in each Gospel (Matt 28:1; Luke 24:10; John 20:1) 

3. Women apparently weren’t certain what Joseph and Nicodemus had accomplished 

4. Uncertain how they would move the stone (3) 

B. Saw that the stone rolled away (4) 

C. Entered the tomb saw a young man dressed in a white robe (5) 

1. Angelic messenger (cf Rev 7:9, 13; Luke 24:4) 

2. Jesus is not here! (6) 

3. Go, tell the disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee’ (7) 

D. Women, however, do not immediately obey the command; ‘for they were afraid’ (8) 

 

16:9-20  

Almost certainly not part of the original Mark  
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Other evidence:  

- Mary Magdalene introduced as a new character though she was mentioned 3x (15:40, 

47; 16:1)  

- Numerous unique features and vocab (e.g., prominence given to charismatic signs vs 

Marcan reserve with regard to signs) 

How did Mark end?  

1. Concluded at 16:8? 

a. Mark left the ending ‘open’  

b. A resurrection announcement is sufficient since for Mark faith is by hearing 

and not by sight  

c. Chief evidence is mss  

 

 


