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The Gospel of Matthew 
 

Course Schedule:  
 

Sept 9  Introduction; Chs 1-4:11 

Sept 16 Ministry in Galilee 4:12-11:2—Sermon on the Mount (chs 5-7) 

Sept 23 Cont: Ministry in Galilee 4:12-11:29—Sermon on the Mount (chs 5-7) 

Sept 30 Ministry in Galilee 12:1-13:52; End of Galilean Ministry 13:53-18:35 

Oct 7 Cont: End of Galilean Ministry 13:53-18:35 

Oct 14 Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem 19:1-22:46 

Oct 21 Sermon of Judgment on Pharisees and Olivet Discourse 24:1-25:46 

Oct 28 Passion, Resurrection, and Great Commission 26:1-28:20 

Nov 4  Week 9 

 

Week 9 is required for those who are taking the classes for credit.  Enrichment/audit students 
are welcome 
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Gospel of Matthew 

 

Introduction 
Deut 27-30; 31:2-6; Jer 31:31-34 

I. Author 

A. Matthew 

1. Toll Collector (9:9-13) 

2. Jewish; although responsibilities as a tax collector would have familiarized him 
with Greek culture and language 

II. Time and Place 

A. Early to mid 60’s? 

B. Place from and place to unknown: probably intended for all Christians throughout the 
empire 

III. Outline 

A. Birth and Infancy of Jesus (1:1-2:23)  

B. Preliminaries to Jesus’ Ministry (3:1-4:11)  

C. Jesus’ ministry in Galilee (4:12-13:52)  

1. Sermon on the Mount (5:1-7:29)  

2. Second Discourse (10:1-42)  

3. Teaching on Parables (13:1-52)  

D. End of Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (13:53-18:35)  

1. Jesus’ teaching on life in the community (18:1-35)  

E. Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem (19:1-20:34)  

F. Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem (21:1-25:46)  

1. Olivet Discourse (24-25)  

G. Passion (26:1-27:66) 

H. Resurrection (28:1-20)  

 

IV. Purpose 

A. Jesus is Immanuel ‘God with us’ (1:23; 28:20) 

B. Jesus as the fulfillment of the story of Israel 
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C. 1:21: ‘He will save His people from their sins’; what sins?!!!—those that resulted in the 
exile! 

1. Story begins in Genesis: first words in Matt: lit. ‘the book of Genesis’ (identical 
phrase occurs in Gen 2:4; 5:1)  

2. Matthew structures his genealogy so that it conforms to 3 periods of 14 
generations 

3. Genealogy begins with Abraham; thus it is the story of Israel  

4. 2nd period begins with David: thus Kingly   

5. 3rd period begins with the exile: Thus, the long story of Israel has come to its 
fulfillment with Jesus, a new David, who will rescue his people from their exile; 
that is, ‘save his people from their sins’ 

D. Story of Moses: Matthew records Jesus’ teaching in 5 blocks (chs 5:1-7:27; 10; 13:1-52; 
18; 23-25)  

1. The 5 blocks correspond overall to the 5 books of Moses 

a. Pentateuch (Gen-Deut) is the key 

b. More importantly is the Covenant (Deut 27-30) 

2. Thus, Matthew sets his gospel in the context of  

a. Israel in exile because of her sins  

b. The promise of a return 

c. A new exodus in Jesus 

d. The promise of the renewal of the covenant in the New Covenant  

3. Israel is now faced with the choice (Deut 30:19): curses or blessings; wise or 
foolish; sheep or goats; house on the rock or the sand? 

4. The new Exodus is through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection; those who follow 
Him are the true descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob  

5. Gospel ends with Jesus going up on the mountain and giving them a commission 
to the ends of the world  

V. Distinctive Features 

A. Most Jewish of all the Gospels 

1. Concerned with demonstrating that Christianity is the true Judaism 

2. Emphasis on the fulfillment of prophecy 

3. 61 OT quotes; Mark 31; Luke 26; John 16 

4. Jesus sent to the lost ‘sheep of the house of Israel’ (15:24) 
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B. Makes abundant use of the Old Testament Prophets; with a fulfillment formula; in order 
to show that Jesus has fulfilled them; or, that they are fulfilled in Christianity (1:22-23; 
2:5-6, 15, 17, 23; 8:17; 12:18-21; 13:35) 

1. Demonstrates that Jesus has fulfilled the Law (5:17) 

2. Jesus is greater than all the Prophets, Priests and Kings of the Old Testament 
(12:6-9, 41-42) 

C. Kingship of Jesus: unquestionably the Kingdom has drawn near in Jesus   

1. ‘Christ’: appears 17x; Mark 7x; Luke 12x; John 19x 

2. ‘Son of David’: 8x 

3. Kingdom of Heaven: 32x 

4. Kingdom of God: 5x 

5. ‘The Kingdom’: 6x 

6. ‘Kingdom of the Son of man’: 3x  

D. Kingdom 

1. Kingdom of Heaven 32x (10x: introduces parables with ‘kingdom of heaven is like 
_) 

2. Kingdom of God 5x 

3. Kingdom 5x 

4. Kingdom of their father; kingdom of my father; kingdom of the Son of Man 

5. Sometimes the Kingdom is clearly future (25:31); sometimes it is present in Jesus 
(4:17; 12:28) 

 
 

Chapter 1 
1:1-2:23 
1:1 Heading 
A. ‘The book of Genesis’ (1)  

B. Jesus  

1. Christ: Messiah (Heb) 

2. Son of David: messianic title (cp 21:9, 15) 

3. Son of Abraham: great patriarch of Israel 

a. All nations were to be blessed through him (Gen 12:3)  

b. Fulfilled in Matt 28:19  
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1:2-17 Genealogy  
A. Genealogy of Jesus 

1. Note of David Matt adds, ‘the King’ (6) 

2. ‘was the father of’: literally means: ‘was the ancestor of’; and, thus, the omission of 
names is acceptable (also, common practice) 

3. Genealogy is arranged in 3 groups of 14 (see 1:17) 

a. Abr-David  

b. David-Babylonian exile 

c. Babylonian exile-Jesus  

4. Four women  

a. Jews singled out: Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah 

b. Matt notes; Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba: all Gentiles? 

c. Ruth: cf Deut 23:3  

 
1:18-25 Virgin Birth 
A. Birth of Jesus Christ (18) 

B. Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph  

1. Betrothal: legally binding (hence: ‘Joseph her husband . . . to divorce her’ 19)  

a. Betrothed woman could be punished as an adulteress (Deut 22:23-24; cp 
22:28-29) 

2. Sexual relations and living together not permitted 

3. Betrothal lasted 1 year  

C. She was found to be with child  

D. Holy Spirit brought about conception in the womb of the virgin Mary  

E. Joseph: just/righteous (19)  

1. I.e., one who follows the Law  

2. Law: Deut 22:23-27 

F. Certificate of divorce (Deut 24:1)  

G. Angel of the Lord appeared in a dream (20)  

1. Joseph, ‘son of David’; accenting the Davidic descent and Jesus’ messianic claim  

2. Reason not to fear: Holy Spirit has conceived in her  

H. She will bear a son (21)  
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I. He Himself will save the people from their sins! (cp Ps 130:8; Matt 20:28; 26:28) 

1. What sins?: those that resulted in their exile 

J. This was to fulfill Scriptures (22)—spoken by the Lord through the Prophet  

1. Isa 7:14 (23) 1st fulfillment passage in Matthew 

K. He shall be called ‘Immanuel’; God with us (cf. John 1:1, 14) 

1. Relates to the promise in 28:20  

L. Name ‘Jesus’ (25)  

1. Naming by Joseph implies that he has legally adopted Him  

 
 

Chapter 2 
2:1-12 Visit of the Magi: 2nd fulfillment passage 
A. Jesus was born in Bethlehem (1)  

1. Royal city: the place where David was from 

2. This was to fulfill the Scriptures: Micah 5:2  

B. During the reign of King Herod  

1. Herod died in 4 B.C. 

2. Dates Jesus’ birth between 6-4 B.C.  

C. Magi-wise men: ‘a Persian wise man and priest, who was an expert in astrology, 
interpretation of dreams and various other secret arts’: astrologers (Traditionally: Gaspar, 
Melchior, & Balthasar) 

1. ‘From the east’:  

2. Studies may have led them to believe that a great king was to be born; hence they 
travel to Jerusalem! (Cf 2:2) 

D. ‘Saw his star’ (2) 

1. Often thought to herald the birth of a significant person 

E.  ‘Come to worship’ (cf 2:2, 8, 11; 8:2; 9:18; 14:33; 15:25; 20:20; 28:9, 17) 

F. ‘King of the Jews’  

G. Visit of the Magi appears to have occurred 1-2 years after Jesus’ birth  

1. Magi visit Him at ‘the house’ (11) not the manger  

H. Herod summons the chief (high) priests and scribes (4); asks where the Messiah was to be 
born  

1. Scribe: one who studied the law: lawyer 
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I. Herod informs the magi of Bethlehem and asks them to report back to him (8) 

J. After leaving Herod the star leads them to Christ (9-10) 

K. Came to the house (10) 

1. Worship Jesus  

2. Gave gifts: suitable for a king 

a. Gold 

b. Frankincense: a white resinous gum; used for medicine and cultic uses  

c. Myrrh: a resinous gum 

 
2:13-15 Flight to Egypt: 3rd fulfillment passage 
A. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus escape to Egypt (13) 

1. Angel appears in a dream to Joseph again  

B. This was to fulfill Scripture (15): Hosea 11:1  

1. Hosea 11 is making an historical reference of the Exodus of the Israelites  

2. What is true of Israel is true of Jesus  

3. Jesus is the ‘Son’ 

 
2:16-18 Killing of the children: 4th fulfillment passage 
A. Herod decrees to have all the children 2 and under in the vicinity of Bethlehem killed (16) 

1. Probably only about 20 in all 

2. Such an act of Herod is not surprising; He had murdered many of his own wives and 
children!: Herod had 3 of his own sons killed  

B. This was to fulfill Scripture (17-18): Jer 31:15 

1. Ramah: area of Benjamin; 6 miles north of Jerusalem 

2. Rachel is thought of as the mother of Israel—though Leah had more children 

 
2:19-23 Return from Egypt: 5th fulfillment passage 
A. Angel appears again to Joseph (19) 

1. Go into Israel (20-21)  

B. Archelaus was reigning (22) 

1. Ethnarch of Judea, Idumea, and Samaria 

2. Archelaus was noted for his cruel treatment of the Jews which subsequently led to 
his banishment; Deposed by Rome in A.D. 6 
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C. Joseph warned in a dream not to go to Judea  

D. Family returns to Nazareth in Galilee (23) 

1. This was to fulfill the Scriptures: (no single prophecy; the general theme of the O.T. 
is implied?)  

 
 

Chapter 3 
3:1-12 John’s preaching 
A. Preaching repentance for the ‘Kingdom of Heaven is near’ (1-2; cf. 4:17; message of Jesus as 

well) 

1. Repentance: Gk. metanoia: traditionally meant a change of mind or attitude; came 
to involve a change in action 

a. Cf. v 8 ‘produce fruit in keeping with repentance’ 

2. Reason for the repentance is that the KOH is near  

a. Use of ‘heaven’ is simply a Jewish way of avoiding the use of ‘God’  

3. Nearness relates to the person and ministry of Jesus  

B. Prophet Isaiah (3)  

1. Isa 40:3; Isaiah is referring the manifestation of God (YHWH: the Lord) 

C. John himself (4) 

1. Garment made of camel’s hair; leather belt  

a. Clothing worn by Elijah (2 Kings 1:8; Zech 13:4)  

2. Food: locusts and wild honey  

a. Still eaten by the poor  

D. Baptizing (6) 

1. Signifies death to a kind of life (Rom 6:3) 

E. Pharisees and Sadducees came to be baptized (7)  

1. John rebukes them  

2. Brood of vipers—offspring of serpents 

3. Did he perceive that their repentance was not genuine? (7-8) 

b. Escape from the coming wrath 

c. Was this their motivation? 

4. True repentance brings forth fruit  
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F. Abraham as our father (9) 

1. Considered themselves members of God’s covenantal family and therefore secure  

2. God can make descendants of Abraham from stones—they underestimated the 
power of God 

G. Judgment is already present! (10) 

1. Axe at the root of the trees—impending doom (Isa 10:34; Jer 46:22) 

H. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (11)  

1. The one after me: is greater  

2. Fulfilled at Pentecost: Acts 2; cf Joel 2:28-32 

3. John could demand repentance, but Jesus gives the HS 

 
3:13-17 Baptism of Jesus  
A. Jesus came to be baptized by John (13)  

B. John tries to prevent Him (14)  

1. If baptism was for repentant sinners, then Jesus didn’t need it; John did 

C. Jesus replies that it is appropriate (15) 

1. ‘Fulfill all righteousness’  

2. Cf Isa 53:11 

3. Jesus had no need to repent, but Israel did 

D. After the baptism, the heavens opened and the Spirit descended as a dove (16)  

E. Voice from Heaven (17)  

F. This is My Son—well pleased  

1. Son is Messianic 

2. Ps 2:7; Isa 42:1  

 
 

Chapter 4 
4:1-11 Temptation of Jesus 
A. In the desert after 40 days of fasting (1-2) 

B. The temptations follow the 3-fold nature of temptation in the Garden (good for food—lust 
of the flesh; pleasing to the eye—lust of the eye; and desirable for wisdom—boasting/pride 
of life) 

1. #1: If you are the Son of God, make these stones bread (3) 

a. Same title applied to Jesus by the Father! (3:17) 
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b. Jesus replies with Scripture (always from Deuteronomy; each with reference 
to temptations that confronted Israel in the wilderness; where Israel failed, 
Jesus succeeds) 

(1) Man does not live by bread alone (4; Deut 8:3) 

(2) Man does live by Every Word That Comes From the Mouth of God! 

2. #2 (at top of the Temple) throw yourself down (5-6)  

a. Satan quotes Ps 91:11-12 to support his claims 

b. Problem: Ps 91 refers to stumbling and not deliberately falling 

c. Therefore, to use Ps 91 in this instance would be putting God to the test (7; 
Deut 6:16)  

3. #3 On a high Mountain: all this I will give you, if you worship me! (8-9) 

a. Only God is to receive worship! (10; Deut 6:13; cf Matt 2:11; 14:33; 28:9; Heb 
1:6) 

b. Besides: All this Jesus received after His death and Resurrection! 

C. Devil left and angels attended Him (11)  

 
4:12-13:52 Jesus Ministers in Galilee  
4:12-17 Introduction  
A. Leaves Nazareth and moves to Capernaum (13) 

B. Fulfills Scripture (14-16)  

1. Isa 9:1-2  

2. Galilee of the Gentiles  

C. Jesus begins to preach (17)  

1. Echoes the words of JTB  

2. 2 features: Repent; and the KOH is at hand  

 
4:18-25 Calls the disciples 
A. Peter and Andrew: fishing (18)  

1. Make you ‘fishers of men’ (19)  

2. ‘Ichthus’ Gk Fish; transliterates into IXOYE; makes an acronym for: ‘Jesus Christ Son 
of God Savior’ 

3. Immediately left their nets and followed Him (20): true disciple  

B. James and John (21)  

1. Sons of Zebedee; who was in the boat also  
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2. Left their boat and father and followed Him (22)  

a. They didn’t leave him to fend for himself, as he had hired hands (Mark 1:20)  

C. Ministers throughout Galilee and acquires a large following (23-25): Involved His: 

1. Teaching in their synagogues  

2. Preaching the Gospel  

3. Healing every kind of disease and sickness  

D. Great multitudes followed (25)  

 

 

Chapters 5-7   Sermon on the Mount 
A. Israel longs for YHWH to come,  

1. But the people to whom it belongs are the ‘poor in Spirit’ (5:3) 

2. When He does, those who have genuine grief will be comforted (5:4)  

3. Then, inheriting the earth is by way of gentleness (5:5)  

4. Then righteousness/justice will come not by way of vengeance against the physical 
enemies (5:6) 

5.  Then mercy will be given to the merciful and not the vengeful (5:7) 

6. Then those who are pure in heart will see God (not those who are merely externally 
pure) (5:8) 

7. Then those who make peace will be YHWH’s sons (5:9) 

8. And persecution will inevitably come to those who follow this way, but it is these who 
will inherit the KOG (5:10) 

B. It was Israel that was to be the Salt and Light to the nations (5:13-16)  

C. This is fully in accord with what the Law and the Prophets have said (5:17-20) The KOG does 
not throw out Moses!  It is a fulfillment of Moses!  

D. But with a much deeper meaning as seen in the 5 antitheses: relating to murder, adultery, 
oaths, judicial revenge, and hatred of enemies (5:21-48) 

 

Chapter 5 

A. Introduction (5:1-16) 

1. 9 Beatitudes:  

a. Blessed: Poor in Spirit—Kingdom of Heaven 

i. KOH belongs to those who are poor in spirit 
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b. Blessed: Mourn—Comforted 

i. Eccl 3:4 

c. Blessed: Meek—Inherit the Earth (cf Ps 37:11!) 

i. Humble and Gentle 

ii. Jesus redefines who inherits the earth/land! 

d. Blessed: Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness—Filled 

i. Desire to see God’s standards established and obeyed 

e. Blessed: Merciful—Shown mercy 

i. Generous; forgiving; compassion for suffering; 

f. Blessed: Pure in Heart—See God 

i. Morally upright in living 

g. Blessed: Peacemakers—‘Sons of God’ 

i. Those who strive for harmony with others in Life (Rom 12:18) 

h. Blessed: Persecuted because of righteousness—Kingdom of Heaven 

i. Persecution: Guarantee of the Christian life (2 Tim 3:12) comes with a 
blessing 

ii. This persecution must result from righteousness 

i. Blessed: You when persecuted—Great is your reward in Heaven 

i. Reward is the result of enduring persecution 

ii. Remember, we are not the only ones to have undergone such: ‘for so 
they persecuted the prophets’ 

2. Salt and Light of the Earth 

a. These were Israel’s function and purpose!  

b. Salt was primarily viewed as a preservative; thus, to ‘lose its saltiness’ would be 
more literally: ‘be defiled’ 

c. I.e., Salt cannot be ‘tasteless’ but it can become ‘useless’ as a preservative by 
being mixed with other substances 

3. You are the Light of the World 

a. Both these metaphors imply that the Christian is to stand out and influence and 
guide the world 

B. Thesis Statement: Greater Righteousness required for the Church (17-20) 

1. Jesus is not giving some new teaching; but is teaching in accord with the OT; the Scribes 
and Pharisees have it wrong!  
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2. Did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it  

3. Fulfilling the Law is what Matthew attempted to demonstrate in Chapters 1-4 

4. Not abolishing the law is further elaborated in 18, 19 

a. Every letter of the Scriptures remains authoritative  

b. Anyone who (lit.) ‘sets aside’ them is least in the kingdom 

C. Jesus’ teachings contrasted with the Law (21-48) series of 5 antitheses (treating divorce as a 
subset of adultery); what was said and what ‘I say unto you’  

1. Murder (6th commandment): still wrong; Jesus classifies harboring anger with a brother 
is, likewise, worthy of judgment 

a. ‘Brother,’ throughout Matthew, indicates a member of the believing Church 
(5:22-24, 47; 7:3-5; 12:48-50; 18:15, 21, 35; 23:8; 28:10) 

b. 2 other examples of inappropriate anger (i.e., unjustified use of these terms: 
note Jesus’ use in 23:17, 19): 

i. Calling a brother ‘raca’ : quasi profane in Aramaic: means empty-headed 

ii. Calling a brother ‘fool’: term includes immoral and godless as well as idiot 

c. 2 Examples of the need to decisively eliminate this sin 

i. Worshipper at the Temple 

ii. Out-of-court settlement 

2. Adultery (7th commandment): Jesus elevates the sin to include all women and looking 
with the desire to commit the act 

a. Jesus uses 2 Hyperbolic illustrations—relating to the right eye and hand—to 
show the importance of ridding oneself of this sin 

b. Jesus’ teachings—relating primarily to men—are liberating to women 

c. Divorce: Jesus elevates the ethic on divorce by issuing a ban—bar adultery 

i. Gk. Porneia: broad term that includes all kinds of sexual sins 

ii. Jesus does not require divorce even in this instance; Jewish law did 

iii. Divorce itself—if unjustified—causes the woman to commit adultery 

3. Oaths: Jesus elevates the teaching on oaths by forbidding them altogether  

a. By oaths one means to call on God to affirm the truth of a statement 

b. Lev 19:12 permitted such as long as one did not swear falsely 

c. 2 Cor 1:18; Gal 1:20; clarify that Jesus did not intend to abolish all oath takings 

d. Jesus was alluding to the Jewish casuistry that saw swearing by ‘heaven’, ‘earth’, 
‘Jerusalem’, and ‘one’s head’ as less binding than swearing ‘by God’ (such 



Gospel of Matthew   Rob Dalrymple  

14 
 

flippancy essentially allowed one to lie or break an oath unless it was by the 
latter) 

e. Jesus, thus, wants His followers to be so full of integrity that such a system was 
not necessary to convince someone—in everyday conversation—of one’s 
truthfulness  

4. Retaliation: Jesus elevates the ethic by noting that Christian kindness should override 
the O.T. provision of an eye-for-an-eye 

a. Eye-for-an-eye was the OT provision that was designed to prevent an excessive 
punishment for a crime 

b. Slapping on the right cheek involves a back-handed slap which is one of great 
insult; Jesus responds: let yourself be insulted without retaliation 

c. ‘Resist’ (Gk. antistenai): almost a technical term for revolutionary resistance of a 
specific military variety; thus, they are not to follow the way of violent resistance 
(used in legal context; parallels 1 Cor 6:7 and believers taking believers to court) 

i. Josephus uses it 15 out of 17 times for ‘violent struggle’  

d. Refers to the Roman practice of conscripting labor form ordinary citizens to carry 
Roman soldiers equipment (e.g., Simon of Cyrene); to which Jesus adds that one 
should go the extra mile (41) 

e. Give to everyone who asks (42) 

5. Hatred/Loving enemies: Jesus elevates the teaching of loving a neighbor by extending 
that love to one’s enemies 

a. If not, then the Christian will be no different from the tax collectors and the 
pagans (2 groups that are despised by Jews) 

6. Conclusion: Be perfect as God is! (Lev 19)  

 
 

Chapter 6  
6:1-18 
A. Contrasts True and Hypocritical piety (6:1-18): Do your deeds with proper motives; namely, 

not to be seen by men, but by God (i.e., not for personal glory and honor, but out of a true 
desire to do what is right/good) 

1. Giving: be so much in secret that your left hand doesn’t even know 

2. Praying: in an inner room so that you will not be seen 

a. Do not ‘keep on babbling’ (7) or, ‘meaningless repetitions’ (NASB) 

1. Emphasis is on the ‘meaninglessness’ or ‘babbling’ 

2. Does not forbid repeating the request: Matt 7:7-8 ‘keep on asking’ 
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b. The Lord’s Prayer: Model for Christian prayer: 

1. ‘How’ you should pray (9): indicates method and not necessarily 
content 

2. Our Father (‘abba’): lit. ‘daddy’; this is balanced with ‘hallowed by the 
name’ 

3. ‘Your will be done’ (10): provides the restraining balance to those 
requests that are merely our own desires 

a. Even Jesus’ request in Gethsemane was not granted (cp. 26:39 
and 26:42) 

4. ‘Daily bread’ (11): provide provisions for today/tomorrow only; do 
not be concerned with the days after that (6:34) 

a. Daily bread also limits the request to our needs! (2 Cor 9:8) 

5. ‘Forgive us our debts’ (12): debts to God; sins 

a. 14, 15 add that we should forgive others first! 

6. ‘Lead us not into temptation (13): help us not to give in (1 Cor 10:13) 

a. Temptation comes from either ourselves (James 1:14) or by 
the devil (as here) 

3. Fasting: Wash up so that you will not be seen by men (intent is not to be seen) 

a. Jesus did not demand fasting during His ministry (9:14-15) 

b. Did anticipate fasting for the Church (here; 9:15) 

c. Fasting is only mentioned—outside the Gospels—in seeking God’s will in 
choosing Church leaders (Acts 13:2-3; 14:23) 

B. Social issues and Jesus’ commands regarding money and true riches (19-34): The greater 
righteousness demanded cannot be present unless God, and not money, is served 

1. 2 Masters:  

a. Most wealth in the ancient world was in cloth or precious metals: therefore, 
‘where moth and rust destroy’ (19) 

b. Christians are to work for spiritual riches; because you cannot serve God and 
money 

2. Futility of worrying: 

a. To trust in God first, is to be insured that God will provide the rest 

b. Thus, worrying about life is unnecessary (word: ‘worry’ occurs 6 times in this 
passage) cf. 10:28 

c. ‘Seek first his kingdom…all these things will be given to you’ (33) 
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Chapter 7 
A. 3 Commands on how to treat others (7:1-12; verse 12 is the key theme surrounding the 

passage as a whole) 

1. Judging others  

a. Gk. Krino: analyze, evaluate, condemn or avenge 

1. The form of judging that is impermissible is hypocritical (5) 

b. Jesus’ point is to take the plank out of your eye First! 

c. Do not give to dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to swine 

2. God’s generosity 

a. Ask, seek and knock with an attitude of expectancy 

1. Ask, seek and knock and God will equip you—give good gifts—to carry 
out the commands of chs 5-7? 

b. The fact that God will provide is evident from the fact that even human 
fathers give good gifts to their children 

3. Golden rule 

a. Treat others the way you wish them to treat you 

B. 3 Illustrations of the 2 responses to Christ’s message (13-27): passage encourages 
obedience to the message while warning against disobedience 

1. Narrow vs wide paths 

a. Indicates more than the principle that the majority while not choose to 
follow Christ 

b. Also, refers to difficulty or ease  

1. Narrow ( from verb Gk. thlibo): to experience trouble or difficulty 

2. Good fruit vs bad fruit 

a. False Prophets:  

1. Come in sheep’s clothing  

2. I.e., they profess and appear to be Christians; both in word and work: 

a. ‘Lord, Lord’ and prophesy (21, 22): Word 

b. Drive out demons and perform many miracles (22): Work 

3. Note: false prophets can perform miracles! (cf. Acts 19:13-16; Rev 
13:13-14) 
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3. Rock vs sand 

a. (If the wide road represents those who do not even respond to the message; 
and the tree that bears bad fruit represents the false prophets who claim to 
respond but bear no fruit; then the man who builds his house upon the sand 
emphasizes the need for the foundation to be firmly set [in Christ] before any 
good deeds can be borne) 

b. Rock foundation is Christ Himself!  

1. Cornerstone: Eph 2:20; 1 Pet 2:6 

2. Stone the builders rejected: Acts 4:11; Rom 9:32, 33 

 

 

Chapter 8 
8:1-17 Three healings of unlikely people  
8:1-4 Healing of a man with Leprosy  
A. Lepers comes to Him (1)  

B. Leprosy made one socially unclean and an outcast (Lev 13:46) 

1. Required to call out ‘unclean’ if any approached (Lev 13:45)  

2. Ceremonially unclean; cut off from religious and social life  

C. ‘If you are willing’ (2) 

D. Jesus, in His act of healing, touches the man (3) 

1. Touching was not necessary for healing (cf. 5-13) 

2. Demonstrates an act of God’s love towards one who was seldomly touched! 

E. Jesus then instructs the man to present himself before the priests according to the law of 
Lev 14:1-2, 10, 21-22 (4)  

 
8:5-13 Healing of the centurion’s servant 
A. ‘Centurion came to him’ (5) 

B. Centurion is a gentile and, thus, along with the leper, represents another ‘unclean’ person 
(in race) 

C. Jesus heals the servant without even being physically present 

1. Jesus was willing to go (7) 

D. Jesus uses the faith of this Gentile to pronounce a stern warning upon the Jews (10-12) 

1. Many will come to the banquet in the KOH (11)  

a. Including non-Israelites  

b. Yet, it is the banquet of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob  
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c. Applies OT language referencing Israel (Ps 107:3; Isa 43:5-6; 49:12) 

2. Sons of the kingdom will be cast out (12) 

 

8:14-15 Healing of Peter’s mother-in-law  
A. Peter’s mother-in-law had a fever: immediately it left and she got up and waited on them 

(14) 

B. Jesus also heals her by touching her (15)  

 

8:16-17 Matthew summarizes that many who were demon-possessed and others who were 
sick were healed (cf 4:23) 
A. Fulfills what the prophet Isaiah says (Isa 53:4)  

1. Matthew indicates that Jesus’ healing ministry fulfills this passage 

 
8:18-22 Jesus explains the demand of discipleship 
A. Scribe asserts that he will follow Jesus anywhere (19)  

1. ‘Teacher’: in Matt it is used by those who are not favorably disposed to Jesus 

B. Jesus replies (20): 

1. Foxes have holes and birds nests but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head 

2. ‘Son of Man’: Jesus’ favorite expression for Himself  

a. 7x for Jesus’ earthly mission (8:20; 9:6; 11:19; 12:8; 13:37; 16:13; 18:11) 

b. 10x for Jesus’ rejection (12:40; 17:9, 12, 22; 20:18, 28; 26:2, 24) 

c. 14x for Jesus’ future glory (10:23; 12:32; 13:41; 16:27, 28; 19:28; 24:27, 302x, 
37, 39, 44; 25:31; 26:64) 

C. Another wished to bury his father (21)  

D. Jesus replies (21) (man wishes to delay his discipleship for both the funeral and the 
mandatory months of mourning): 

1. Let the dead bury the dead 

 
8:23-27 Jesus calms the storm  
A. Furious storm arises; common on the Sea of Galilee (24) 

B. Disciples fearful for their lives (25)  

C. Awakens and calms the storm (26) 

D. Jesus rebuked the winds and the sea  
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8:28-34Healing of the 2 demoniacs at Gadara 
A. Gadara 

B. ‘What to us and you; Son of God?’ (29)  

C. Torment us before the time? 

D. Demons request to be cast into a herd of pigs (31) 

E. Jesus obliges (32) 

F. Pigs ran into the sea  

1. Sea is often linked with the Abyss; thus they do not get their wish  

G. Nonetheless, the people entreated Him to depart (34)  

1. Afraid of further economic losses?  

 

 

Chapter 9 
9:1-8 Jesus heals a paralytic  
A. Returns to his own city (1)  

1. Capernaum?  

B. Jesus saw ‘their’ (i.e., the men carrying the paralytic) faith (2) 

C. Proclaims the man’s sins are forgiven 

1. Cf 1:21  

D. Some of the Scribes considered this blasphemy; and they said so to themselves (3) 

E. Jesus knew their thoughts and challenged them (4) 

F. Jesus notes that it is easier to say this than the heal the man; then He goes on to perform 
the harder task to support the fact that He was able to do that which was easier (5-6)  

G. Man returns home (7)  

 
9:9-13 Calling of Matthew  
A. Matthew: Tax collector (9) 

1. Social outcast 

B. ‘Follow Me’; ‘He rose and followed Him’  

C. Reclining at a feast (10) 

D. Tax-collectors and sinners present  

1. Sinners: those unable or unwilling to maintain ceremonial purity  

2. Meal was not acceptable to Pharisaic standards of purity 
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E. Pharisees question this (11) 

F. Jesus explains that He eats with such people because that is the purpose of His ministry (12-
13) 

1. Namely, to call sinners and not the righteous  

G. Jesus explains that 'mercy’ is greater than ‘sacrifice’ (13; Cf Hosea 6:6) 

 
9:14-17 Jesus questioned about fasting 
A. Disciples of JTB questioned Him about fasting (14) 

1. Only prescribed fast in the OT was on the Day of Atonement  

2. NT times: Jews fasted every Mon and Thur, and at other times  

B. Jesus explains (15) 

1. Attendants of the bride-groom do not fast as long as the bridegroom is with them  

2. Jesus is the groom (John 3:29)  

3. Imagery used in the OT for God (Isa 54:5-6; 62:4-5; Jer 31:32; Hos 2:16-20)  

4. Taken away: refers to His death  

C. New patch on an old garment only makes the tear worse (16) 

D. Same with new wine in old wineskins (17)  

 

9:18-34 Three Healing Stories  
9:18-26 Raising of Jairus’ daughter and healing of the sick woman 
A. Synagogue rule approaches (18) 

B. Jesus begins to travel with Jairus (19; not necessary to go in person as in 8:5) 

C. Woman, subjected to bleeding for 12 years, touches Jesus (20)  

1. Thinking that a touch would heal her (21) 

2. ‘Faith’ has healed you; lit. ‘saved’ you; (22) 

D. Then goes to Jairus’ daughter (23; see Mark 5:22-43) 

E. Jesus commands them to leave for the girl is not dead (24)  

1. Matt recounts Jesus’ raising her from the dead 

F. Took her by the hand (25)  

G. The girl arose  

 
9:27-31 Jesus heals 2 blind men  
A. 2 blind men approach begging for mercy and addressing Jesus as Son of David (27)  
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B. Jesus inquires as to whether or not they truly believe—or merely profess (28)  

C. Jesus responds: ‘according to your faith it will be done’ (29) 

1. ‘Because’; as a result of their faith; not in proportion to it 

D. Jesus commands them not to tell anyone (30) 

E. Men tell anyways (31)  

 
9:32-34 Healing of a demon-possessed man  
A. Man who was demon-possessed and mute (32) 

B. Jesus rebukes the demon and heals the man (33)  

C. Nothing like this was ever seen in Israel  

D. Pharisees charge that Jesus’ power comes from Beelzebub (12:24-37) 

 

9:35-37 Harvest is plentiful, the workers are few  
A. Jesus goes about the cities and villages (35) 

1. Teaching in their synagogues 

2. Proclaiming the gospel of the Kingdom (cf 3:1; 4:23) 

3. Healing every disease and sickness 

B. He had compassion for them (36; Cf 14:14; 15:32; 20:34) 

1. People are like sheep without a shepherd  

a. Used in the OT for the people of God (Num 27:17; 1 Kings 22:17; 2 Chron 
18:16; Zech 10:2)  

C. Harvest is plentiful (37) 

D. Yet, the number of workers is few! 

E. Ask the Lord for workers (38)  

 

 

Chapter 10 
10:1-42 The Mission of the Twelve  
10:1-4 The Twelve  
A. Commissions the 12 with authority (1)  

1. 12 Tribes in Israel (cf 19:28)  

2. Equipped with the same authority as Christ (cf 10:8; 4:23; 9:35) 
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B. 12 named (2-4): all the Gospels and Acts list the apostles in corresponding groups of four; 
though the order within the groups may differ 

1. ‘First’: Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew 

2. James and John  

3. Philip and Bartholomew 

4. Thomas and Matthew (the tax collector)  

5. James the son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus (Judas the son of James in Luke) 

6. Simon the zealot and Judas Iscariot (who betrayed Him) 

a. Probably ‘man of Kerioth’  

 
10:5-15 Jesus sends out the 12  
A. Not to go to the Gentiles or Samaritans (5) 

1. Rom 1:16: Gospel is to the Jews first  

2. Not the time for the Gentile mission (28:19-20) 

B. Go to the lost sheep of Israel (6)  

1. All Israelites: ‘we all like sheep have gone astray’ (Isa 53:6; Jer 50:6; Ezek 34) 

C. Preach the Kingdom of Heaven is near (7) 

D. Give freely as it has been given to them (8)  

E. Not to worry about meeting their expenses by bringing along money (9-10) 

F. For: the reason why is: (10) 

1. The worker deserves his wages (cf Luke 10:7) 

G. Inquire in each city where they can stay (11)  

H. Give a greeting (12) 

1. Worthy or unworthy (13) 

I. Some will not heed them nor their words (14) 

1. Shake the dust from their feet: symbolic act of repudiation  

J. Truly, I say to you:  

1. Better for Sodom and Gomorrah  

 
10:16-25 Difficult times ahead  
A. Going out like sheep among wolves; be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves (16) 

1. ‘In the midst’: squarely in the place of danger  
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B. Be on your guard against men (17): 

1. Jews: hand you over in the synagogues  

2. Gentiles: bring you before Kings and Governors (18) 

C. Do not worry about what to say (19) 

D. For, the HS will speak (20)  

E. Divisions of all kinds (21)  

1. Brother-brother  

a. ‘Deliver up’; same word used for Judas’ treachery  

2. Father-child  

3. Children-parents  

4. To death indicates the seriousness  

F. Universal hatred: all men will hate you (22) 

1. On account of Me  

2. But he who stands firm to the end will be saved (cf. 24:13) 

a. True disciple is the one who remains through all the persecutions  

3. Did not come to bring peace but sword (34) 

a. Because not all will accept the Gospel; violence becomes the result (not the 
goal) 

G. If persecuted in one place, flee! (23) 

H. Not finish the towns of Israel until the Son of Man comes  

I. A disciple (24) 

1. Not above his teacher  

2. They cannot expect to be treated better than their Lord (cf John 15:18-25) 

 
10:26-33 Fear and Loyalty  
A. Do not fear them (26, 28, 31) 

B. Do not fear those who can kill the body (28)  

1. Fear Him who can kill both body and soul in Hell (cf Isa 10:18) 

C. God’s care for us (29-31)  

1. God cares for the sparrow that costs 2/$.01 

2. For our hairs are numbered (30)  
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D. Do not fear: for, If God cares for sparrows and knows such incidental details about us, then: 
Do not fear (31) 

E. Wholehearted allegiance to God (32-33)  

1. Confess/deny Him before men; Christ will confess/deny us before the Father (32-33) 

 
10:34-42 Escalation of thoughts regarding discipleship  
A. Christ did not come to bring peace (34)  

1. Came to bring a sword  

B. I came (35)  

1. Father-son: is one of the deepest rooted convictions of loyalty in the Semitic world  

2. Mother-daughter: mother also had headship responsibilities corresponding to the 
father in the female section of the home  

3. Result is that one’s enemies will be in his household (36)  

4. Cf John 7:1-5; Mark 3:21 

C. Love father or mother; son or daughter; more than Me is not worthy (37) 

1. Semitic idiom (cf. Luke 14:26-27): means to Love one more than the other; love for 
one is so great it is as though you hated the other  

2. I.e., Love for Christ must be greater than our love for others—all others including 
those we love most  

D. One who does not take up his cross is not worthy (38) 

1. Profane idea: ‘Cross’ is a dirty word; entails a violent death 

2. Carrying a cross depicts one on the way to death by crucifixion   

E. Finds his life will lose it (39) Paradox: Loses his life for My sake will find it 

1. 2nd half refers to an eternal destiny 

2. Thus, losing his life in order to find it and ‘carrying your cross’, depict one who is 
willing to suffer martyrdom 

F. Receives you receives Me and the One who sent Me (40)  

G. Receive a prophet-get a prophets reward (41)  

H. Gives a little one a cup of water-will not lose his reward (42) 

 
 

Chapter 11 
1:1-19 John the Baptist  
A. Jesus finished He departed (1; cp 7:28-29) 
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B. John the Baptist asks if Jesus is the Messiah (2-3) 

1. John may have questioned as to why, if Jesus were the Messiah, he is still in jail 

2. John’s conception of the Messiah did not fit with what Jesus was doing 

a. Especially the judgment on Israel’s enemies; including Herod!  

C. Jesus responds that He is because He is fulfilling the Scriptures (4-6) 

1. Isa 61:1; 29:18-19; 35:5-6 

D. Jesus testifies concerning John (7)  

1. Reed shaken by the wind?  

2. One in soft clothes? (8; 3:4) 

3. A prophet (9) 

a. Greater than a prophet 

b. Mal 3:1: contextually: YHWH sends a messenger to prepare the way before 
Him!  

4. Greatest of men born from women (11)  

5. Least in the KOH is greater than him  

a. Because from now on men inherit the new covenant and the new era which 
replaces and surpasses that of the old 

b. John was one of the last of the old order (see 13-14)  

c. ‘None of them received what had been promised’ Heb 11:39: i.e., the 
Kingdom 

6. Violent men take it by force (12)  

7. Elijah who was to come (14) 

a. John fulfills the spirit and ministry of Elijah (Luke 1:17) 

E. Response to the ministries of John and Jesus illustrate the hardness of the unbelieving heart 
(16-19) 

1. Children playing at the marketplace (16) 

a. Played the flute, which was meant to encourage dancing, but no one danced 
(17) 

2. John did not come eating and drinking: response was that he had a demon (18) 

3. Jesus came eating and drinking: response was that He was a glutton and drunkard 
(19)  

F. Answer: Wisdom is proved right by her actions (19) 
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11:20-24 Unrepentant cities  
A. Tyre and Sidon would have repented (21)  

1. Tyre and Sidon: north; important coastal cities; pagan cities with close contact with 
Israel (Cf Isa 23; Ezek 26; Amos 1:9-10) 

B. Bethsaida  

1. Philip, Andrew, and Peter (who now lives in Capernaum) came from Bethsaida (John 
1:44)  

2. Bethsaida: feeding of the 5,000 (Luke 9:10-17; Sight to blind man (Mark 8:22-26) 

C. Capernaum (23)  

1. Jesus’ hometown (9:1)  

D. Sodom would have repented (cf 10:15; Mark 6:11; Luke 10:12; Rom 9:29; 2 Pet 2:6; Jude 7) 

 
11:25-30 Jesus’ Invitation  
A. These things have been hidden from the ‘wise and learned’ and revealed them to children 

(25) 

1. ‘Wise and learned’ vs. ‘little children’ (not wise vs. stupid) 

a. Children (represent followers of Christ): those who recognize their need and 
depend upon Him 

b. Wise and Learned: those who fail to recognize their need for Him: self-
professed wisdom (godless intellectualism) 

2. Hidden: not in the sense of concealed; but in the sense that knowing them is not 
through human wisdom (cf 1 Cor 1:18-19; 2:6-8)  

B. Relationship between the Father and the Son (27)  

C. Come to Me (28-30) 

1. All  

2. Weary and burdened; depicts need  

3. ‘I’ will give you rest  

4. Take my yoke and learn from Me (29) 

5. Yoke is easy and burden is light (30)  

a. Despite the intensely high standard of conduct Christ calls believers to (e.g., 
chs 5-7); His yoke is easy because He does the work through us (Phil 2:13)  
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Chapter 12 
12:1-8  Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath  
A. Disciples pick heads of grain to eat on the Sabbath (1)  

1. Jewish law permitted the poor to eat from another’s field to satisfy hunger (Deut 
23:25) 

B. Pharisees contend (2)  

1. This violates the Pharisaical traditions of lawful vs unlawful 

a. Reaping was one of the 39 activities forbidden on the Sabbath 

C. However, Jesus cites Scripture 1 Sam 21:6 to contend their innocence (3) 

1. ‘Have you not read’?: normally Jesus addresses the crowds with ‘you have heard’; 
but the Pharisees have read it for themselves  

2. Parallel between Jesus and his disciple’s act and David’s act lies in the fact that one 
greater than David is here! (6) 

D. Jesus cites the practices of the priests on the Sabbath (5) 

1. Law commands that 2 lambs be offered on the Sabbath (Num 28:9-10)  

E. Something greater than the Temple is here (6) 

F. Jesus quotes Hosea 6:6 (7) 

1. God desires mercy rather than sacrifice  

2. Sacrifice was acceptable; but only when given with compassion  

G. For, the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath (9)  

1. As Lord, He makes the rules  

 
12:9-14 Healing on the Sabbath  
A. Jesus enters a synagogue (9)  

B. They (Pharisees or the people) question Him: is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath? (10) 

1. Rabbis permitted healing on the Sabbath if life was in danger  

C. Jesus points out that it is permissible to pull out a sheep from a pit (11)  

1. Confirms that the Sabbath rest issue is not one of activity vs. inactivity 

2. I.e., total cessation from labor and activity (e.g., worshipping God) is not prescribed 

D. Jesus heals him (13)  

E. Pharisees begin their plot to kill Jesus (14)  

 
12:15-21 Jesus fulfills prophecy  
A. Jesus withdraws (15) 
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B. Heals many and warns them not to tell (16) 

C. Cites Isa 42:1-4  

1. Matthew see this as a fulfillment of Scripture 

 
12:22-37 Conflict with the Pharisees  
A. Jesus heals a demon-possessed man (22) 

B. People were amazed and wonder if He is the messiah (23) 

C. Pharisees accuse Jesus of performing His acts by the power of Beelzebul (24; cf 7:22) 

D. Jesus knew their thoughts; makes a defense (25)  

1. A house divided cannot stand; true also for Satan (26) 

a. Jesus would in effect be casting himself out  

b. Satan would be enabling Jesus to deliver people from himself  

2. How then do your sons cast them out? (27) 

E. KOG has come upon you (28)  

F. Jesus explains that in order to cast out demons, Satan must first be bound (29) 

G. He who is not with me is against me (30)  

1. No such thing as neutrality  

H. Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit (31-32)  

1. Blasphemy of the Holy Spirit 

2. Indicates that the miracles of Christ were done by the person of the Holy Spirit 

3. Sin against Christ could be forgiven:  

a. It was not obvious exactly who Jesus was—even JTB wondered  

b. Thus, such a mistake could be later admitted and forgiven  

I. Tree and fruit go together (33) 

J. Jesus then rebukes them for their words display the attitudes of their hearts (34) 

K. All will be judged for every careless deed (36-37)  

1. Careless words do harm and reveal a part of our character  

 
12:38-42 Sign of Jonah  
A. Some of the Scribes and Pharisees request a sign (38; 1 Cor 1:22) 

1. Mark and Luke tell us that they were ‘testing’ Him  
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B. Wicked and adulterous generation asks for such (39)  

1. Adultery is an O.T. metaphor for idolatrous 

C. Will grant them the sign of Jonah (39-40)  

1. Fulfilled by His death and resurrection 

2. ‘3 days and 3 nights’ (40; Hos 6:2) 

D. Nineveh will rise in judgment (41) 

1. They repented at the preaching of Jonah 

2. One far greater than Jonah is here! 

E. Queen of Sheba (42; 1 Kings 10:1-10) 

1. One far greater than Solomon is here!  

2. “It will be well to consider this antithesis.  A woman, quite uneducated in the school 
of God, came from a distant land to learn from Solomon, an earthly king.  The Jews, 
pupils of God’s Law, reject His highest and indeed unique Teacher, the Head of all 
the prophets” (Calvin)  

 
12:43-45 Return of an evil spirit  
A. Unclean spirit leaves (43) 

B. If it is not replaced the demon will come back in greater force (45) 

 
12:46-50 Jesus’ family  
A. Jesus’ mothers and brothers waiting to speak with Him (46) 

B. Jesus replies: ‘who is My mother and who are My brothers’? (48) 

1. Defined as anyone who does the will of God 

 
 

Chapter 13 
A. Parable of the Sower (1-9, 18-23) 

1. Topic is the preaching of the Word and the response to it (see Mk.4:1-20) 

2. First three soils represent: 

a. Path: Word took no root and, thus, no profession of faith was made 

b. Rocky places: initial commitment proved to be only superficial; no fruit borne 

c. Thorns: at first appear to be real disciples, but the ‘love of the world’ 
overpowers them and no fruit is borne (22) 

d. To these groups Jesus states ‘I never knew you’ (7:23) 
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3. 4th soil bears fruit: 30, 60 or 100 times 

a. 10-20 fold crop was considered superior 

B. Jesus explains why He speaks in parables 

1. Those who have rejected Christ are not entitled to further knowledge of God 

2. Furthermore, to do so would only place them under greater judgment (11:21-24) 

a. If anyone wishes to know, then ‘ask and it will be given you’ (7:7) 

C. Parable of the Weeds (24-30, 36-43) 

1. Weeds (Gk. zizania): darnel;  

a. At first darnel is indistinguishable from wheat 

b. If sown too closely, the roots became so intertwined that it would be 
impossible to uproot the weeds without uprooting the wheat 

2. Wheat are the saints and the weeds are the unbelievers (38) 

3. Until the end of the age the weeds and the wheat will often grow together 

a. Does not advocate such an intermingling; nor is such acceptable (2 Cor 6:14-
18)  

D. Parable of the Mustard Seed (31-32) 

1. Smallest of your seeds yet grows largest of garden plants 

2. In the same way the Church starts from insignificant surrounding and will grow into 
large movement 

E. Parable of the Yeast (33-35) 

1. Small quantity of this little substances affects the whole batch 

F. Parables of the hidden treasure and the pearl (44-46) 

1. Man found a hidden treasure and merchant found a fine pearl 

2. Both sell all in order to obtain 

G. Parable of the Net (47-50) 

1. I.e., unbelievers and believers remain together until Judgment day 

H. Parable of the Scribe trained for the Kingdom (52) 

1. Disciples are then likened to properly trained Scribes 

2. Like the homeowner who brings out old and new treasures 

I. Jesus without honor in Nazareth (53-58) 

1. People wonder how local kid—the son of the carpenter—who had no formal 
rabbinical training can do such things 
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2. Did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith 

 
 

Chapter 14 
14:1-12 Death of John the Baptist  
A. Herod (Antipas) considers the notion that Jesus is John the Baptist risen (1-2)  

1. Herod probably considered John a true prophet  

B. Herod had John arrested because John denounce Herod’s marriage to his brother’s (Philip) 
wife (Herodias) while his brother was still living (3) 

C. Herodias’ daughter, Salome, pleased Herod with dance and so Herod made an oath to grant 
her a wish (7)  

D. Salome requests the head of John the Baptist (8) 

 
14:13-21 Jesus feeds the 5,000  
A. Jesus withdraws but the multitudes follow (13)  

B. Jesus healed their sick out of compassion (14) 

C. Disciples are concerned with the people getting something to eat at a late hour (15)  

D. Jesus tells the disciples to get them something (16) 

E. Disciples bring only 5 loaves and 2 fish (17)  

F. Jesus blesses the food (19)  

G. People ate and were satisfied (20) 

H. 12 Basketfuls of leftovers may parallel the 12 tribes of Israel  

I. About 5,000 men ate (21)  

 
14:22-33 Jesus walks on water 
A. Jesus dismisses the crowd immediately (22) 

B. Went up to pray (23) 

C. Boat many stadia away; strong winds arise  (24) 

1. Stadion about 600ft  

D. During the 4th watch of the night (between 3:00-6:00 a.m.) Jesus appears on the lake with 
the disciples in the boat (25)  

1. Roman designation; Jews had 3 watches  

E. Disciples were terrified and thought they saw a ghost until Jesus identifies himself (26-27)  

1. Gk. Ego Eimi: ‘I am’: the divine name in the OT (Isa 43:10; Exod 3:14); or, ‘It is I’ 
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2. Do not fear: cf 1:20; 10:26, 28, 31; 17:7; 28:5, 10 

F. Peter requests to do the same as Him (28)  

G. Jesus grants Peter’s request (29) 

1. Peter, however, begins to doubt for fear of the wind (30)  

H. Jesus takes hold of him (31)  

1. Rebukes him as ‘of little faith’ 

2. Peter learns that problems arise when doubt replaces trust 

I. They got into the boat and the winds stopped (32) 

J. Disciples worship Jesus (33)  

1. Affirming Him as the ‘Son of God’ 

 
14:34-36 Jesus heals many in Gennesaret 
A. Came to Gennesaret (34)  

1. Western shore: extended from Magdala to south of Capernaum  

B. All that were sick (35) 

C. Touched His cloak (36)  

 
 

Chapter 15 
15:1-20 The Pharisees debate clean and unclean  
A. Pharisees and Scribes ask about the tradition of the elders (1-2) 

1. Traditions of the elders are the interpretations of the Law designed to make explicit 
what the parameters of the Law were  

B. Disciples don’t wash before they eat (ala Jesus: Luke 11:38) 

1. Ceremonial cleansing required by tradition and not Scripture  

C. Jesus responds that the inconsistencies of their traditions makes them hypocrites (3-7)  

1. ‘For the sake of’ their tradition: i.e., the tradition is the reason for their breaking the 
Law  

D. Jesus uses the laws regarding Corban as an example (4-5)  

1. ‘For God said’ (as opposed to ‘your tradition’) 

a. Honor your father and mother (Exod 20:12; Deut 5:16)  

b. Do not speak evil (Exod 21:17; Lev 20:9)  

2. But ‘you say’ (5) 
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3. Corban was a designation of funds to be paid to the Temple at death 

4. Conflicts with the 5th commandment of honoring parents 

5. Person could opt out of supporting parents by declaring his money as corban 

a. Such a declaration rendered that money as taboo for any other uses 

b. However, the individual could still use the money for his own purposes 

c. If the person later wished to rescind his vow, the pharisaical leaders would 
prohibit him from doing such 

6. Jesus concludes that by so doing they are not honoring their father or mother (6) 

E. Hypocrites: Isaiah prophesied correctly concerning them (7-9)  

1. Isa 29:13  

F. Jesus calls the crowds forward (10)  

1. Not what enters into the mouth that defiles  

a. Contrary to all that they had been taught  

b. Mark 7:19: all foods clean  

2. But what proceeds from the mouth  

G. Pharisees were offended (12)  

H. Jesus concludes that the Pharisees are blind guides (14) 

1. Pharisees claimed to be guides to the blind (Rom 2:19)  

I. Peter asks for an explanation (2nd reference to Peter) (15)  

1. ‘Are you still without understanding?’ (16) 

2. What proceeds from the heart defiles (18)  

3. For, out of the heart come evil thoughts and actions (19)  

J. Therefore, eating with unwashed hands is irrelevant to cleanness (20)  

 
15:21-28 Faith of the Canaanite woman 
A. Jesus withdraws to the region of Tyre and Sidon (21) 

B. Canaanite woman whose daughter was demonically possessed begs for help (22)  

C. Jesus doesn’t reply (23)  

D. Jesus’ response appears curt, but only serves to stretch out the conversation in order to 
demonstrate her faith (24) 

1. ‘Sent only to the lost sheep of Israel’ (cf. 10:5, 6) 
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2. It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs (26)   

a. Children: Israel 

b. Bread: God’s blessings 

E. Woman responds, in great faith, that she doesn’t wish to take away from anyone, but only 
to have a crumb (27) 

F. Jesus affirms that her faith is great (28) 

1. Daughter healed at once  

 
15:29-39 Jesus feeds the 4,000 
A. Jesus returns to the Sea of Galilee (29) 

B. Many sick brought to Him and healed (30) 

C. Feeds them out of compassion (32)  

1. With Him for 3 days  

D. Disciples again wonder where to get food from (33)  

1. Odd after the feeding of the 5,000 

2. Disciples have 7 loaves and a few fish (34)  

E. All ate and were satisfied (37) 

F. Picked up 7 baskets full of leftovers  

G. 4,000 men (38)  

 
 

Chapter 16 
16:1-12 Pharisees and Sadducees demand a sign  
A. Pharisees and Sadducees approach (1) 

1. Rarely united; bitter opponents  

2. ‘Testing Him’  

B. Jesus replies: they can discern the weather but not the signs of the times (2-3)  

C. Jesus responds that none will be given; except the sign of Jonah (4; cf 12:38-40)  

D. Jesus warns of the leaven/yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees (6) 

1. The miracles of the 5,000 and 4,000 serve to verify that Jesus is the Bread of Life 
(John 6:48) 

2. Since the Pharisees and Sadducees don’t recognize this, one must watch out for 
their teachings! (12) 



Gospel of Matthew   Rob Dalrymple  

35 
 

3. Leaven was a small batch of dough left over to make the next batch of bread (cf Gal 
5:9; 1 Cor 5:6-8) 

E. Disciples wonder if it was because they forgot bread (7) 

F. Jesus assures them that it is not bread but leaven that He is speaking of (8-12) 

 
16:13-28 Peter’s Confession  
A. Who do the people say that the Son of Man is? (13) 

1. John the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, one of the Prophets (14) 

2. Elijah: based on Mal 4:5  

3. Jeremiah:  

a. Jeremiah was a prophet who proclaimed the need for repentance and was 
pre-eminently the prophet who prophesied against Jerusalem  

b. Both Jesus and Jeremiah spoke words of judgment against Jerusalem and 
suffered  

B. But You: Who do you say I am? (15) 

C. Peter confesses ‘You are the Christ’ (3rd reference of Peter) (16)  

1. Christ: Messiah  

2. Son of the Living God 

D. Jesus responds by blessing Peter (17)  

E. I say: ‘You are Peter (Petros: rock) and on this rock (Petra: rock) I will build my church’ (18) 

F. ‘Church’  (Gk ecclesia) 

1. Used in the OT for the people of God 

2. Jesus’ intent is that He will establish the Church and, furthermore, the ‘gates of Hell’ 
will not prevail against the Church 

G. Keys to the Kingdom (19) 

1. Declaratory authority  

2. Accomplished by the preaching of the Word (cf Acts 2-3, 10)  

G. Authority to bind and loose (cf. 18:18)  

1. Binding and loosing used by the rabbis for declaring forbidden or permitted  

2. Authority given to all the apostles in ch. 18; not just Peter 

H. Command not to tell anyone (20) must be viewed with His rejection by the Jews at large and 
His impending death 
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I. Jesus prepares disciples for His death and Resurrection (21) 

1. Jesus now clarifies what Messiahship is!  

2. Began to show them: Cf 17:9, 12, 22-23; 20:18-19, 28; 21:38-39; 26:2  

3. ‘It is necessary to suffer’  

4. In Jerusalem  

5. He will be killed  

6. Rise on the 3rd day  

J. Peter refuses to think of such a possibility (the concept of a suffering Messiah was foreign to 
him) (22) 

K. ‘Get behind Me Satan’ (23)  

1. Just as Satan tried to get Him to avoid suffering in the temptation, so Peter here 

2. Peter is more acting in line with a stumbling block, than a foundation stone! 

L. Anyone who wishes to come after Me must (24):  

1. Deny himself  

2. Take up his cross (10:38-39); prelude to death  

3. Follow Me  

M. Anyone who wishes to save his life/soul will lose it (25)  

N. One who loses his life for My sake will find it  

O. What profit for gaining the world and losing one’s soul (26)  

P. Son of Man will come and recompense according to one’s deeds (27) 

Q. Some who are standing here will not taste death (28) 

1. Matthew seems to understand Jesus’ words as fulfilled in the Transfiguration (ch 17) 
  

 

 

Chapter 17 
17:1-13 Transfiguration  
A. 6 days later Jesus takes Peter, James and John to a high mountain (1) 

B. He was transfigured (2)  

1. Face like sun  

2. Garments white as light  

3. Transfiguration represents a preview of Jesus’ eternal glory 

C. Moses and Elijah appear (3) 
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D. Peter asks if he should make 3 tabernacles (4) 

E. Voice of the Father (5; 3:17) 

1. Beloved Son: Messianic (Ps 2)  

F. Disciples fall and were afraid (6)  

G. Disciples instructed not to tell anyone until after the resurrection (9)  

H. Doesn’t Elijah come first? (10)  

1. Elijah was to restore all things—why then talk of death? 

I. Jesus replies (11) 

1. Elijah is coming (Present tense): suggests the continuing validity of the prophecy; 
present refers to the past action with continuing validity 

2. He will restore (future tense): future aspect of his work 

a. Elijah’s work was to usher in the events that will lead to a restoration of all 
things  

b. Occurs through Christ’s redemptive work  

3. Elijah already came (12; Aorist: past?): suggests that Elijah has already come 

a. Already told them John the Baptist fulfilled this (11:14) 

b. They did not recognize him (Jewish leaders; not the ‘you’ of the previous 
clause) 

4. Explains that He must suffer just as John did 

5. Then they understood (13) 

 
17:14-20 Healing of the boy with a demon 
A. Man whose son is demon-possessed approaches Jesus (14)  

B. Disciples were unable to help (16) 

C. Jesus responds (17): Unbelieving and perverse generation  

D. Jesus casts the demon out (18) 

E. Disciples inquire as to why they couldn’t cast it out (19) 

1. Jesus responds that they had too little faith (20) 

2. In fact, with a little more faith they could move ‘this mountain’ 

3. ‘Nothing will be impossible’ (21) 

a. Infinite resources to accomplish the will of God  
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17:22-23 Prophecy of His impending death  
A. Son of Man is about to be betrayed/delivered (22)  

B. They will kill Him (23) 

C. 3rd day He will be raised  

D. They were grieved  

 
17:24-27 Temple tax  
A. Peter is asked if Jesus pays the Temple tax (4th reference to Peter) (24) 

1. Didrachma: the amount of tax for a Jewish male for upkeep of the Temple  

2. Peter affirms that He does 

B. Jesus then questions Peter (25) 

1. Sons are not required to pay taxes (i.e., sons of God) (26) 

2. Jesus has no money; so He orders Peter to go fishing (27)  

3. Stater: a four drachmas coin good for the taxes for 2 people  

 
 

Chapter 18 
18:1-14 Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven 
A. Disciples ask who is the greatest (1)  

B. Jesus answers: he who becomes like a little child (2-3)  

1. ‘Humbles himself’ (4)  

C. Whoever welcomes a little child in My Name receives Me (5)  

D. Whoever causes one to stumble; it is better for him to be drowned (6) 

1. One who ‘believes in Me’  

2. ‘Little ones’: may encompass all who believe in Him; for even adults have become 
like children in order to believe 

E. Jesus further denounces those who cause stumbling (7-10) 

1. Ends with: ‘see that you do not despise one of these little ones’ (10)  

2. For, I say to you: their angels in heaven see the face of the Father!  

3. Furthermore, this is the way we should act because this is the way God acts towards 
His sheep (12)  

a. He will leave the 99 in order to find the 1 who has strayed  

4. ‘Truly I say’, if he finds it: he rejoices (13) 
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18:15-22 Forgiveness  
A. Forgiving a brother who sins (15)  

1. Go and show him his fault (one-on-one; ‘in private’) 

a. If he listens you’ve won him (James 5:19, 20) 

2. If he doesn’t listen, take 1 or 2 others and meet with him (16)  

a. Based on the Deuteronomic law of reliable witness (Deut 19:15) 

3. If he still doesn’t listen, take him before the church (17)  

4. If he still doesn’t listen, ‘expel the wicked brother’ (1 Cor 5:13) 

a. Treat him as a gentile or a tax gatherer  

b. Treat him as a pagan (17) indicates withholding fellowship 

c. I.e., includes not being yoked with him (2 Cor 6:14-18: see also, 1 Cor 15:33) 

5. If 2 or 3 agree on anything (limited to judicial matters) Go will do it (19) 

a. God will support and equip the Church when making legislative decisions in 
the body; as in the instance of a brother who sins and will not listen to the 
Church 

b. This is further indicated by the reference to 2 or 3 (20); which is associated 
with the O.T. principle of establishing everything by the witness of 2 or more 

c. For: when 2-3 gather in My Name, God is in their midst  

B. Peter asks (5th reference to Peter): how many times do I forgive my brother? (21) 

1. Matthew is clearly associating this question, and the parable that follows, with the 
previous passage on forgiveness 

2. Rabbinic maxim was 3; so Peter has elevated it to 7 (Yoma 86b) 

3. ‘But’ Jesus takes Peter’s elevated number and multiplies it (either by 11 or 70) (22) 

a. I.e., unlimited 

 
18:23-35 Parable of the unmerciful servant  
A. King goes to settle accounts with his servants (23) 

1. Rabbinic stories the King is almost always God and servants are men 

B. 1st servant owed 10,000 talents (24) 

1. Talent was the highest currency in Roman coinage  

2. Myriads Plural: ‘millions’; essentially ‘beyond number’ 

3. 10,000 was the highest number that the Greek language had 

4. Modern day equivalency is millions to trillions of dollars 
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5. Master orders him and his family to be sold into slavery (25) 

6. Servant begs for mercy and makes a promise to repay—which he certainly couldn’t 
fulfill (26) 

7. Master cancels the debt; felt compassion (27; cf 9:36; 14:14; 15:32; 20:34) 

C. 1st servant finds another who owes him 100 denarius (i.e., much less) (28)  

1. 2nd servant demands the same mercy the 1st demanded—and received (29) 

2. 1st had the 2nd thrown in jail (30)  

D. King responds asking him if he should have treated others as he was treated (33)  

1. King was angry (34) 

2. Handed him over to the torturers; i.e., jail  

E. Theme: members of the Church should have mercy upon one another just as God has—in 
far greater measure—mercy upon them 

a. Also, shows the absurdity of spurning God’s grace 

b. Also, true forgiveness flows from the heart (where actions follow) 

 

 

Chapter 19 
19:1-12 Divorce  
A. Departs for Jerusalem (1)  

B. Healed many (2)  

C. Pharisees raise questions on divorce (3) 

1. Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for ‘any and every reason’ 

a. Question regards the current debate between the schools of Rabbi Hillel and 
Rabbi Shammai over Deut 24:1-4 

b. Hillel said divorce was permissible for any and every reason 

c. Shammai said divorce was permissible only for sexual infidelity 

2. Jesus responds that God intended marriage to be (4-5): 

a. ‘Let no man separate’ 

(1) Become one flesh: through the sex act 

D. Pharisees ask why then Moses commanded to give a certificate of divorce (7; Deut 24:1-4) 

1. Jesus adds that Moses only permitted divorce (as opposed to legislating it) 

a. This was only because of sin (8) 
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2. Jesus does permit divorce in cases of marital unfaithfulness (9) 

a. Marital unfaithfulness violates the principle of the ‘two becoming one flesh’ 

b. Whereas Paul’s provision (1 Cor 7) of an unbelieving spouse leaving violates 
the principle of being ‘united to his wife’ 

E. The disciples ask if it is just better to not marry? (10)  

1. For those whom God has equipped to remain single, yes (11)  

F. Eunuchs (12)  

1. Some born that way—genetically  

2. Others made that way; punishment or in a position within the kingdom  

3. Others made themselves that way out of devotion  

 
19:13-15 Kingdom of Heaven and Children  
A. Disciples rebuke those bringing children (13) 

B. Jesus replies: (14)  

1. Do not forbid them  

2. The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to little children (14; cf 18:3) 

C. Jesus lays hands on them (15)  

 
19:16-30 The Rich Young Ruler  
Cf Mark 10: 17-22; Luke 18:18-25 
A. The rich young man (in contrast to the little children?) asks what good thing he must do (16) 

B. Jesus replies: ‘why do you ask Me about good’? ‘There is only One who is good’ (17) 

C. Jesus tells him to obey the commandments  

D. Man replies that he had kept them all (20) 

E. Jesus tells him to: go sell his possessions and give to the poor; and come and follow Him 
(21) 

F. May went away grieved (22) 

1. For he had many possessions  

G. Hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven (23) 

1. Contrary to 1st c conceptions which regarded wealth as a sign of divine approval  

2. Easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle (24)  

H. Who then can be saved? (25)  

1. Surprise is due to the conviction that wealth was a sign of divine blessing 
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2. With men impossible (26) 

3. With God this is possible (Grace) 

I. Peter notes that they have left everything (27) 

1. Jesus explains that their reward is great 

2. They will sit in judgment on the 12 tribes of Israel (28; Luke 22:28-30)  

3. 12 Disciples represent the leaders of the new Israel  

J. Those who leave: brothers, sisters, fathers, mothers, children, farms (29) 

1. Shall receive many times as much  

K. But, many who are first shall be last; and last shall be first (30)  

 
 

Chapter 20 
20:1-16 Parable of the workers in the field  
A. For, (1) links this story with the previous one  

B. Landowner went out early to hire workers for his vineyard for a denarius (day’s wages) 

C. Then goes out again at 9:00 a.m.; 12:00 p.m.; 3:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. (3-7)  

1. Agrees to pay them what is ‘right’ 

D. Evening came (6:00 p.m.) time to compensate the workers (8)  

1. Going from the last group to arrive to the first, he pays them each a day’s wages (9-
10) 

2. 1st group receives exactly what they earned and what they were promised 

E. First group begins to complain (11-12) 

1. ‘You made them equal to us’  

F. Response: the landowner has been unfair to no one (13-16)  

1. All got what they deserved  

a. He kept his end of a legal agreement (13)  

2. Some got more 

G. Thus, the first shall be last and the last shall be first (16; cf 19:30)  

 
20:17-19 Passion Prediction  
A. Enroute to Jerusalem (17)  

B. Son of Man will be condemned to death (18)  
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C. Will be delivered to Gentiles (19)  

1. Mock, scourge, and crucify Him  

2. 3rd day He will be raised  

 
20:20-28 Sons of Zebedee  
A. James and John’s mom (Salome) requests her sons to sit on the right and left of Christ in his 

kingdom (20-21; Cf Mark 10:35) 

1. Amazing request that Matt has immediately following the announcement of Jesus’ 
impending death and on their journey to Jerusalem!  

2. Request shows that they do not understand the nature of His kingdom; for, the first 
shall be last 

3. The disciples probably thought that they were going to Jerusalem to establish the 
kingdom  

B. Jesus explains that they do not understand (22)  

1. Asks if they can drink from His ‘cup’?  

a. O.T. metaphor for suffering: Ps 75:8; Isa 51:17, 22; Jer 25:15-16 

C. We can  

1. James martyred (Acts 12:1-2)  

2. John exiled (Rev 1:9) 

D. Jesus agrees—though He knows that they do not understand (23) 

1. He adds, that such is not His to give  

E. The other 10 disciples become indignant (24) 

F. Jesus explains how the pagans conduct business (25) 

1. Rulers tyrannize over their subjects  

2. Not to be so with them (26)  

G. Jesus explains that whoever wants to become first must be slave of all! (26-27) 

H. Just as the Son of Man did!! (28)  

1. Came to serve  

2. To give His life as a ransom  

 
20:29-34 Jesus heals 2 blind men (Bartimaeus and another) 
A. From Jericho (29)  

1. 17 miles from Jerusalem  
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B. Two blind men call out to Jesus for mercy (30; 9:27; 15:22; 17:15)  

1. Son of David: messianic title 

C. Jesus asks what He can do for them (32; contrast 21) 

D. Jesus heals them out of compassion (34)  

E. They followed Him  

 
 

Chapter 21 
21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem triumphantly 
A. Arrive in Bethpage; Mt of Olives (1)  

B. Jesus sends 2 disciples (1-2)  

1. They will find a donkey and her colt; Arrangements with the colt were apparently 
predetermined (3) 

a. Custom was for the mother to accompany her colt the 1st time it is ridden 

2. Bring them to Me  

a. Unlikely for a stranger to do this  

C. Fulfills Scripture (5)  

1. Combination of Isa 62:11 and Zech 9:9 

a. In Zech, the ‘king’ who is coming is ‘meek’  

b. Riding a donkey; not a war-horse  

D. Crowds receive Him (8) 

1. Garments and palm branches spread upon the road  

a. Ceremonial carpet upon which the king rides (2 Kings 9:13) 

2. Cry out: ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’; and ‘blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord’ (Ps 118:26) 

a. To come in the name of anyone signifies one as a representative  

E. City of Jerusalem is stirred (10)  

F. Proclaim Jesus as the ‘prophet’ (11)  

1. Deut 18:15  

 
21:12-17 Jesus clears the Temple 
A. Jesus enters the Temple (12) 

1. Key focus is on the Temple; note v 14 
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B. Casts out buyers and sellers, and moneychangers, and sellers of doves  

1. Demonstrates Jesus’ anger at the disregard and lack of reverence for the Temple 

2. Act may indicate God’s impending judgment upon the Jews for their rejection of 
Jesus 

a. Interestingly, Jerusalem and the Temple are destroyed precisely 40 years 
later 

C. Jesus cites Scripture to justify His acts (13)  

1. Isa 56:7; Jer 7:3-14 

D. Jesus heals the blind and the lame in the Temple (14)  

E. Children affirm: ‘Hosanna to the Son of David’ (15)  

1. Religious leaders indignant at this  

2. Jesus affirms that this fulfills Scripture: Ps 8:2 (16)  

F. Jesus lodges in Bethany (17) 

 
21:18-22 Jesus curses the Fig Tree  
A. Found a fig tree with no fruit—only leaves (19)  

1. Leaves: one expects to find edible fruit (taksh); though such fruit is not the ripe fruit 

B. Jesus curses it (19) 

1. The tree withered ‘immediately’  

2. May be viewed as a further testimony of Judgment upon Israel for their rejection of 
the Messiah 

C. Jesus explains the meaning of this judgment (21-22) 

1. ‘If you have faith and do not doubt . . . you can say to this mountain’ (21; 17:20) 

a. This mountain: Mount Zion and the Temple area 

2. Matthew’s sequencing of the cleansing the Temple; cursing the fig; and Jesus 
pronouncement of ‘this mountain’ being hurled into the sea; are intended to convey 
the judgment upon Israel and the destruction of the sacrificial system 

3. ‘Whatever you ask for’ (22): forward to the establishing of the new community of 
the Church  

 
21:23-27 Jesus’ authority questioned 
A. In the Temple, Jesus’ authority is questioned (23)  

1. Chief priests  
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2. Elders  

a. Probably is a reference to eminent laymen with membership in the 
Sanhedrin  

3. Luke includes Scribes; thus an official delegation from the Sanhedrin may be in mind 

B. By what authority and who gave this authority?  

C. Jesus responds by questioning them as to whether or not John’s baptism was from God (24-
25)  

1. If they say no, then the people—who thought highly of John—would be offended  

2. If they say yes, then Jesus will ask why they haven’t obeyed him; For, John bore 
witness of Jesus  

D. They consider the question (25-26) 

E. They refuse to answer (27)  

1. But, since they would not answer Him, neither would He answer them 

2. Their failure to answer, perhaps, demonstrates their unwillingness to acknowledge 
the truth! 

 
21:28-32 Parable of the Two Sons  
A. Father asks two sons to work in the vineyard (28, 30) 

B. First son initially responds ‘yes’; but doesn’t go (28-29) 

1. Describes the religious leaders: they are condemned 

C. Second son says ‘no’; but goes anyway (30) 

1. Describes the ‘tax collectors and the prostitutes’: they are saved (31)  

D. Jesus asks: which son did the will of the father (31)  

E. For, John came to you (32)  

1. You did not believe  

2. You did not repent  

 
21:33-46 Parable of the tenants 
Cf. Isa 5:1-7 
A. Harvest time the owner sent His servants to collect His due  

1. I.e., God sent the prophets, but they were killed (23:29-31) 

3. Owner sent His Son (Jesus)  

a. Tenants decided to kill Him also 
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b. Did so on the notion that, perhaps the land-owner was dead and that if they 
killed the heir then the property would become theirs on the basis of their 
occupancy of ‘ownerless property’ 

4. God will judge them and take away their property and give it to others  

5. Religious leaders begin to look for a way to arrest Him 

 
 

Chapter 22 

1-46 King has a wedding feast for His Son  

A. Parable of the Wedding banquet (1-14) 

1. King (God) prepares a banquet 

2. Sent out invitations to those invited 4 

3. Sent our His servant  

4. Those invited (lit.) were not willing 

a. These are the ones who ‘did not deserve to come’ (8) 

5. King enraged: sent his army and destroyed them and burned the city 

a. Fulfilled in AD 70?  

6. Servants were sent to invite anyone  

7. One man has entered without proper dress 

a. (Rev 19:8: fine linen stands for the righteous acts?) 

8. Key points are:  

a. Many people are invited into God’s Kingdom 

b. Rejection of His Kingdom leads to eternal damnation 

c. Failure for professing Christians to be properly prepared also leads to 
damnation  

B. Paying taxes to Caesar (15-22) 

1. Herodians and the Pharisees ask if they should pay the tax 

2. Pharisee obliged in paying taxes, but only begrudgingly 

3. Jesus ‘knowing their evil intent’ (18) asks whose portrait is inscribed 

C. Sadducees inquire about marriage and the Resurrection (23-33) 

1. Question stems from the levirate provision in which a brother is responsible to 
marry his sister-in-law, if childless, in order to perpetuate his brother’s family 
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2. Jesus responds that their error stems from a lack of Biblical knowledge and a 
misunderstanding of the power of God 

a. First, man will be like the angels in Heaven 

1. In that they have no sexual relations 

b. God is the God of the living (cites Exod 3:6) 

D. An expert in the Law questions Jesus about the greatest commandment (34-40) 

1. Jesus answers that there are 2: 

a. 1st: Love the Lord with all your heart, soul and mind (Deut 6:5) 

1. Summarizes the 1st 4 of the 10 commandments 

b. 2nd: Love your neighbor as yourself 

1. Summarizes the last 6 commandments 

E. Jesus asks them: Whose son is the Christ? (41-46) 

1. If he’s David’s, then how come David calls him ‘Lord’ 

a. Argument is based upon the belief that Ps 110 is a Messianic Psalm 

b. 2 ‘Lord’s’ is Psalm 110:1ff (Psalm 110:1-4 becomes the most often quoted 
O.T. passage in the N.T.) 

1. 1st Must refer to God (the Father) Himself 

2. 2nd refers to David’s ‘Lord’ 

c. Even if the 2nd use of Lord was only to be taken as ‘Master’, and not ‘Yahweh’ 
(indicated by the use of ‘Adonai’), the question remains how could the 
greatest King in all of Israel’s history (and, thus, the greatest person, 
according to Jewish standards, to have lived) call his own son ‘Lord’: i.e., 
someone greater than him? 

2. Use of Ps 110 is very significant 

a. Ps 110 goes on the say that the anointed will be a priest forever according to 
the order of Melchizedek  

b. It is a perfect text for a would-be king who acted in judgment on the Temple  

 

 

Chapter 23  
23:1-39 The 7 Woes  
A. Do not do what the Teachers of the law do (1-12) 

1. They do not practice what they preach 
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2. Make heavy demands of others and then do not help the people meet those 
demands (4) 

3. Everything they do is for men to see (5) 

a. Enlarged Phylacteries (tefillin): small prayer boxes usually worn of the arm or 
the forehead; contained copies of Exod 13:2-16; and Deut 6:4-9; 11:13-21 

b. Enlarged Tassels (zizith): fringes on the prayer shawls used to count and keep 
track of the various prayers recited 

c. The enlarging of the phylacteries and tassels were symbols of status and 
done for attention 

4. Love to be greeted in the marketplace and called ‘Rabbi’ (7) 

a. Rabbi (8): (lit.: ‘my great one’); Father (9); Teacher (10) 

b. Jesus is not saying that these titles cannot be used at all (cf. 1 Cor 4:15; 1 
John 2:14; Acts 22:1; Acts 13:1; 1 Tim 2:7; etc.) 

c. Point is not to use these titles as honorific status symbols 

5. ‘Whoever exalts himself will be humbled’ (12) 

B. 7 woes against the teachers of the law (13-32)  

1. Woe#1: Those who should be opening the Kingdom of God are closing it 

2. Woe#2: They go to great extent to make converts; but, helping them only to Hell 

3. Woe#3: They are absurd in their oath-taking  

a. Jesus demonstrates that what they contended was the lesser was actually 
the greater 

4. Woe#4: Overly concerned about tithing properly; down to the smallest herbs (Lev 
27:30); yet, they have forsaken Justice, Mercy and Faithfulness 

A. Cf. Mic 6:8; Zech 7:9-10 

B. Strain out a gnat (galma) and swallow a camel (gamla)  

5. Woe#5: More concerned with ritual purity than with moral purity 

6. Woe#6: More concerned with looking good on the outside than with inner piety 

7. Woe#7: Acknowledge the sins of their father against the prophets and claim to 
disavow such acts of murder, yet, their attitude and actions against Christ show 
them to be no different 

C. Consequence; they have no hope of escaping judgment (33-36) 

D. Jesus predicts the coming judgment upon Israel (37-39) 

1. Prediction is surrounded with Jesus’ sorrow for their sad state of affairs! 

2. ‘I have longed’ but you were not willing (37) 
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3. ‘Your house is left to you desolate’: prediction of the Temple’s destruction in AD 70 

 
 

Chapter 24 
24:1-35  Jesus answers the two great questions 
A. Disciples question Jesus regarding (1-3) 

1. Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem to the extent that ‘not 
one stone here will be left on another’ (2) 

a. Stones found 42’ x 11’ x 14’ est. weight: 1 million pounds  

b. Fulfilled—literally—in AD 70 

2. Disciples question Jesus—with two apparently distinct questions: though they likely 
saw them as one question!  

a. ‘When will this happen’ (i.e., the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple) 

b. ‘What will be the sign of your coming' and ‘the end of the age’ 

B. Jesus warns them about being led astray (4) 

C. Jesus describes certain events that must precede the end (5-14) 

1. These events themselves do not mark the end 

a. Hence, ‘watch out that no one deceives you’ (4); ‘do not believe them’ (26) 

b. Cp 5: ‘will deceive many’; 11: ‘deceive many’; 24: will perform signs 

2. The fulfillment of these events do not mark the end 

a. ‘The end is still to come’ (6) 

b. Therefore, ‘see that you are not frightened’  

3. I.e., these events simply must be completed before the end will ever come 

4. Events themselves parallel exactly the 1st 6 seals of Rev 6 

a. False prophets and false Christs (5; Rev 6:1-2) 

(1) Obviousness of their being false is that the return of Christ will be as 
visible as lightning in the east and west (27, 30) 

(2) Many will come 

(3) Saying: ‘I Am the Christ’ 

(4) Many false prophets (11) 

b. Wars and rumors of wars; nation against nation (6-7; Rev 6:3-4) 

c. Famines and earthquakes  (7; Rev 6:5-8) 
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d. Disciples will be persecuted and many will be killed and hated by all; ‘On 
account of My Name’ (9; Rev 6:9-11) 

(1) ‘Tribulation’  

(2) ‘They’ will hand you over 

(3) Persecution causes many to fall away from the Church (10; cf. 13:20-
21  

(4) Lawlessness increases: refusal to acknowledge any divine law  

(5) Love will grow cold (12)  

e. The one who endures to the end will be saved (13) 

(1) Saving faith is marked by endurance  

f. The Gospel will be preached in the whole world (14) 

g. (Note: the items listed above do not indicate a when of any sort:  they simply 
must be fulfilled before the end can come) 

D. The time surrounding the destruction of the Temple (15-22) 

1. Therefore: connects with the preceding  

2. 15 appears to indicate a shift in topic (from the signs that precede the end to the 
events surrounding the destruction of the Temple) 

a. ‘When you see’ 

(1) Implies events that the disciples will personally witness  

(2) Give no indication as to when they will occur  

3. When the ‘Abomination that causes Desolation’  

a. Dan 9:27; hence, ‘let the reader understand’  

4. In the ‘Holy Place’   

5. This will be a dreadful time for Israel: Flee immediately (16) 

a. Judea: flee to the mts  

b. Do not go down to get things out of the house (17) 

(1) Place of prayer; used for living quarters; rest (Acts 10) 

c. Fields not return to get his cloak (18) 

(1) Left in the corner of the field; important piece of clothing  

d. Woe to nursing moms and pregnant women (19) 

e. Pray that your flight does not occur on the Sabbath (city gates shut; Sabbath 
regulations) or in winter (rains make travel difficult) (20)  

6. Great tribulation of unparalleled magnitude (21)  
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7. No life; all flesh (22) 

a. Without the shortening of those days no one would be spared  

b. 15-21 locate the events in Palestine 

c. 22 seems to include everyone 

d. Therefore, does 22 relate back to 14? 

8. Shortening is for the elect!  

E. ‘Then’: does not necessarily indicate immediately after; may introduce an interval (23-28) 

1. Many false prophets will appear (23-24) 

2. They will even have the ability to perform miracles (24) 

3. ‘He is in the wilderness’; ‘he is in the inner rooms’ (26) 

4. However, they are not the Christ because His return will be unmistakable (27, 30): It 
will be like lightning; Not some secret thing!  

5. Where the corpse is the vultures gather (28) 

F. Return of Christ (29-31) 

1. Immediately after those days (29) 

2. Phenomena in the Heavens (cf. Rev 6:12-14) 

a. Language of the OT (cf Ezek 32:7; Joel 2:10)  

b. No source of light: Sun and moon darkened and the stars fall 

c. Powers of the heavens will be shaken 

3. ‘Then’ (30): i.e., at the time of the phenomena in the heavens 

4. The nations will mourn 

5. They will see the Son of Man (cf Dan 7:13) 

a. Clouds: presence of God  

b. Glory and power associated with God 

6. Appearing of Christ will be associated with a loud trumpet (31; 1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thess 
4:16) 

7. Gather all the elect  

G. Reminder that all the preamble events will be completed within the lifetime of the disciples 
(32-35) 

1. Lesson from the fig tree; twigs get tender and leaves come out (by April), then you 
know summer is near (32); ‘right at the door’ (33) 

2. ‘Nearness’: indicates that all the preliminary events have occurred/occurring 
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3. ‘Truly I say,’: This generation will not pass away until all these things have happened 
(34) 

a. Contextually: ‘this generation’ most likely refers to the disciples 

b. The real question is what is meant by ‘all these things’ (33, 34) 

(1) If it refers to everything including the coming of the Son of Man, then 
Jesus is saying that his return will be within the lifetime of the 
apostles; but, He does not know when He is to return! (cf 36) 

(2) Probably refers to the preliminary events of 4-14: i.e., those things 
that must happen before Christ will return 

a. Bear in mind that Jesus specified that these events do not 
provide an indicator as to when Christ will return; they only 
serve as indicators in the sense that Christ will not return 
until—some time—after they have been completed 

(3) Also, ‘These things’ refer to the events surrounding the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the Temple (15-20) 

c. This explanation is confirmed by the fact that the preliminary events of 4-14 
and 21-28, and the destruction of Jerusalem occurred in AD 70 (exactly 40 
years and 1 generation later) 

d. ‘All these things’ however, does not include the coming of the Son of man 
(28-30) 

(1) 28 The coming of the Son of Man happens ‘after’ those days 

(2) 33 When ‘these things’ happen it will be near  

(3) 33 makes a clear distinction between ‘these things’ and the coming of 
the Son of Man 

(4) Other statements indicate a delay in the return of Christ 

a. Cf. 24:6, 8, 23-25, 29 

b. Also, ‘My Master is staying away a long time’ (24:48) 

c. Also, ‘Bridegroom was a long time in coming’ (25:5) 

 
24:36-25:46 
A. No one knows the day or Hour (36-41) 

1. Point is that no man knows! 

2. Knowledge is limited only to the Father (36) 

3. Terms ‘day’ and ‘hour’ are regularly used in Scripture for ‘time’ in general 

a. All 3 terms are used interchangeably in 42, 43, 44; and 50 
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4. Fact that Christ Himself did not know is easily understood in light of the total 
humanity of Christ 

a. As a man he did not know  

b. As God the Son He does (Col 2:3) 

5. Illustration of how surprised the world will be and the suddenness: consider the 
people of Noah’s day (37) 

a. Life will go on a usual (38) 

b. Unbelieving world will be totally ignorant of the coming of Christ; They did 
not understand (39) 

6. ‘One will be taken and the other left’ (40, 41) 

a. Two people (men) will be in the field (40); Two women grinding at the 
millstone (41) 

(1) Men and women working—daily life continuing as usual 

(2) Suddenly!; one taken the other left  

(3) Taking is compared with the events of the flood 

B. Therefore, keep watch! (42) 

1. Because: you do not know which day the Lord is coming  

2. I.e., we must live in a constant state of preparation  

C. Parable of the owner of the house and the thief (43-44) 

1. Main point: Christ’s return will be completely unexpected 

2. Christians task is to ‘be ready’ (44) 

D. Parable of the Faithful and wise servants (45-51) 

1. Responsible servant: who is put in charge while the master is away (45) 

2. Irresponsible servant (48) 

a. Takes advantage of the delay  

b. Abuses his fellow slaves (49) 

3. God rewards and punishes people based upon their stewardship of the tasks God 
has assigned 

E. Parable of the 10 bridesmaids (25:1-13) 

1. Main point: Christ’s return will be later than expected (cf 5); therefore, be alert (13) 

2. Background: Palestinian weddings a processional would escort the newly wed 
couple from the bride’s home to a great banquet at the bridegroom’s home 
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sometime after the nuptials have been completed; thus, the bridesmaids had to be 
prepared 

3. Foolish took no oil (3); prudent did (4) 

4. Bridegroom was delaying (5) 

5. Those who were ready went in (10) 

6. Truly I say: ‘I do not know you’ (12) 

7. Therefore, keep watch (13) 

F. Parable of the 10 talents (14-30) 

1. Main point: true preparation for Christ’s return involves good stewardship of all that 
God has given us 

2. Gave 5, 2, and 1 Talent: Talent was a unit of measure/weight  

3. The ones with the 5 and 2 talents ‘immediately’ went to work (16, 17) 

4. ‘But’; the man with 1 talent hid it (18); represents the person who refuses to use 
God’s gift(s)? 

5. Both the man with 5 and the man with 2 doubled their master’s money (20-23)  

a. Both put in charge of much  

6. Man with the 1 talent assesses the master (24) 

a. Hard man; Reaping where did not sow; Gathering where did not scatter 

b. Jesus did not agree with his assessment, but responded that, if this were 
true, then he should have tried all the harder to earn a profit (27; though v 
26) 

7. Give it to the one who has 10 (28)  

8. Warning to believers: the one who uses his talents grows them; the one who doesn’t 
use them loses them (29) 

G. Parable of the Sheep and the Goats (31-46) 
1. Main point: distinction between the sheep and the goats can be found in their deeds 

towards the people of God (cf Gen 12:1-3) 

2. Focus now on the nations and not just believers   

3. Deeds themselves are acts of service to other believers 

a. ‘Least of these brothers of mine’: throughout Matt. this indicates believers: 
(5:22-24, 47; 7:3-5; 12:48-50; 18:15, 21, 35; 23:8; 28:10) 

b. ‘brothers of mine’: throughout Matt this indicates followers of Christ (5:22-
24, 47; 7:3-5; 12:48-50; 18:15, 21, 35; 23:8; 28:10) 
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Chapters 26:1-27:66 
26:1-5 
A. All these sayings (1) 

B. Jesus again prepares His disciples for His death 

C. ‘After 2 days’ (2) 

D. Passover was the festival commemorating the deliverance of Israel from Egypt  

1. I.e., a sacrifice that led to the freedom of the people from slavery!  

E. Son of Man is to be ‘delivered up’: handed over (2) 

F. Chief priests and elders (3) 

1. I.e., Sanhedrin: specifically: Members of the Sanhedrin and lay leaders of the people 
who may also have been members of the Sanhedrin  

2. ‘Court of the HP’: could refer to either the area in the Temple precinct or the HP’s home: 
(Gk aule) means ‘courtyard’ but probably refers to the home itself  

G. Caiaphas (3) 

1. High Priest from AD 18-36 

H. They plotted (4)  

1. Seize Him by stealth and kill Him  

a. Galileans in town may not be happy to find their teacher from Nazareth under 
arrest (5) 

 

26:6-30  
Failure of the disciples is consistently noted: 

- They fail to understand the anointing (8) 
- They fail to know the betrayer (22, 25) 
- Peter boasts (33) 
- They all agree with Peter (35)  
- They sleep in Gethsemane and fail to ‘watch’ (40-45) 
- They flee (56) 
- Peter denies Jesus (69-75) 

 
26:6-13 Anointing at Bethany  
A. Home of Simon the leper in Bethany (6) 

B. Reclining (7) 

C. Anointed by ‘a woman’ (7) Mary (John 12:3) 

1. Alabaster flask: expensive and contained expensive perfume 

2. Very costly perfume makes this an act of devotion 
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3. John tells us: Very expensive perfume: pure, or genuine, nard; not a common name; 
suggests very expensive 

a. 300 denarii (5): a year’s wages (6 day work week)  

D. Disciples wonder why the waste? (8) 

E. She has done a good deed to Me (10) 

F. The poor you will always have (11)  

1. As a result it is always possible to do good to the poor (Mark 14:7) 

G. For: Jesus indicates that this was to serve as a preparation for His burial (12) 

H. ‘Truly I say to you’ (13) 

1. Wherever the Gospel is preached in the whole world this act will be spoken of  

2. Yet, she is unnamed in the Gospel!  

 
26:14-16 Betrayal  
A. Judas agrees to betray Jesus (14-16) 

1. For 30 pieces of silver (Zech 11:12) 

2. 30 Silver coins: value of 120 days wages 

 

26:17-30 Last Supper 
A. First day of Unleavened Bread (17)  

B. Where do you want us to prepare the Passover? (17) 

1. Preparations include: securing a place, arranging for the food, arranging the tables, etc 

C. Jesus directs them to a man in Jerusalem who is unnamed (18) 

1. Mark and Luke indicate that the man would be carrying a waterpot (Mark 14:13; Luke 
22:10) 

D. ‘My time is near’ (18): the appointed time  

E. Jesus was reclining (20) 

F. ‘One of you will betray me’ (21) 

1. Not the first thing spoken; ‘as they were eating’  

G. All are grieved and began asking: ‘It is not I Lord?’ (22, 25)  

1. Question that expects a negative answer 

H. Jesus adds, ‘one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me’ (23) 

1. However, at such a meal, all would dip their hands into the same bowls 

2. Therefore, Jesus reveals nothing more than what He stated in 26:21 
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3. His betrayer was one of them!   

4. To eat a meal was a sign of friendship; cp Ps 41:9!! 

I. Jesus makes 2 additional points (24) 

1. ‘Son of Man is going to be betrayed;: Betrayal is part of the divine will 

2. ‘Woe’ to that man: the betrayer is still guilty 

J. Judas responds: ‘not I Rabbi?’ (25) 

1. Judas’ question also looks for a negative answer  

K. Jesus retorts: ‘Yes, it is you’ (26) 

1. Lit. ‘you said it’  

2. Thus, Jesus was somewhat ambiguous; which explains why the rest of the disciples did 
not realize what was happening (John 13:28, 29) 

L. Jesus takes some bread (26) 

M. Bread: ‘This is my body’ (26) 

1. Cp 1 Cor 11:26: ‘you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes’  

N. Wine: ‘This is my blood of the covenant’ (28) 

1. Cf Jer 31:31-34; Zech 9:11  

a. New Covenant is not based on the people’s obedience (Exod 24:3, 7) but on 
God’s forgiveness (Jer 31:34)  

2. Cf Isa 42:6 

3. In His death, Jesus was inaugurating the new covenant promised in Jeremiah 

O. ‘Poured out’ (28): reference to His death 

P. ‘For many’: vicarious 

Q. Addition of ‘for forgiveness of sins’ (only in Matt): assoc with the return from exile; 
necessary precursor to the return from exile; if Israel was in exile for sins, then forgiveness 
must precede the forgiveness (28) 

R. But, I will not drink of the vine until that day in My Father’s kingdom (29) 

S. Sang hymn and went to the Mount of Olives (30): 

1. Hallel: Ps 113-18 (Ps 115-18 sung at the end of the meal) 

 
26:31-27:26 Trial 

26:31-46 Gethsemane  

A. Jesus predicts that the disciples will fall away (31) You (pl) 

1. Fulfillment of Zech 13:7 
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B. After I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee (32)  

1. This would not have made sense the disciples  

2. Galilee  

a. Angel tells the women to go into Galilee (28:7) 

b. Jesus says the same (28:10) 

c. Jesus appears in Galilee (28:16-17)  

C. All the disciples, but especially Peter, emphatically deny that they will fall away (33, 35)   

D. Jesus specifies that Peter will deny Him 3x: (34) You (sing) 

1. 3rd watch in the Roman night was called ‘cockcrow’ 

E. Peter replies, ‘even if I have to die with you, I will not deny you’ (35)  

F. Group travels to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray (36)  

G. Jesus takes Peter, James, and John and goes further into the garden (37) 

H. Jesus is greatly distressed (37-38; cf Ps 42:6, 11; 43:5)  

1. ‘Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf’ (2 Cor 5:21)  

I. Disciples are instructed to ‘keep watch’  

J. Jesus fell on His face and prays: ‘My Father . . . may this cup be taken from me.  Not as I will 

but Thy will’ (39) 

1. Prayer as He taught His disciples: Thy will be done 

2. ‘My Father’ not as He taught His disciples! 

3. ‘Cup’ in the OT has associations with suffering and the wrath of God (Ps 11:6; Isa 51:17; 

Ezek 23:33)  

K. After His 1st and 2nd and 3rd times of prayer, the disciples are found sleeping (40, 42, 43) 

L. You could not keep watch for one hour? (40)  

M. Jesus exhorts them, ‘keep watching and praying in order that you may not enter into 

temptation’ (41) purpose clause 

N. Spirit is willing but the flesh is weak (41) 

O.  ‘Father if this cannot pass away . . . Thy will be done’ (42) 

P. Behold the hour is at hand (45-46; cf Mark 1:15)   
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26:47-56 Jesus is Arrested 

A. Judas, one of the 12, arrives accompanied by a large crowd (47) 

1. One of the 12 relays the enormity of the offense 

B. Judas identifies Him with a kiss (48, 49) and calls Him ‘Rabbi’ (49) 

1. Perhaps, the Roman soldiers would not have been able to identify Him; probably were 

many pilgrims tenting there 

2. Kiss, a form of greeting, was also a statement of peace; only intensifies Judas’ treachery 

(Cf 1 Thess 5:26)  

C. Friends, do what you have come for (50) 

D. One of those with Jesus attacks servant (51) 

E. Jesus rebukes him (52) 

1. ‘All who draw the sword will die by the sword’ (52): a general maxim; does not mean 

that use of the sword is not sometimes permitted and/or necessary 

F. Do you think: Father will give 12 legions of soldiers  

1. Legion is 6,000 foot soldiers; plus ancillary support of calvary 

G. Scripture will be fulfilled: it must happen this way (54, 56) 

1. Isa 53:12   

H. As a robber (55) 

1. He taught daily (regularly) in the Temple: a public place  

a. Robbers would not be in public places  

2. If they were simply concerned with justice they had ample opportunity 

I. All the disciples fled (56) 

 

26:57-68 Jesus appears before the Sanhedrin  

A. Led Him to Caiaphas (57) 

1. Scribes and elders (lay rulers) gathered also: i.e., Sanhedrin  

B. Peter followed (58) 

C. Sanhedrin tries to obtain false testimony in order to put Him to death (59) 

D. False witnesses obtained that claim that Jesus said, ‘I am able to destroy the Temple of God 

and to rebuild it in 3 days’ (61; cf John 2:18-21) 
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E. HP stands up and interrogates: ‘do you make no answer?’ (62; cf Ps 38:12-14; Isa 53:7) 

F. ‘I adjure you’: Caiaphas puts Jesus under oath (63) 

1. Jesus is to swear by the living God whether or not He is the Christ the Son of God  

G. Jesus replies: ‘You said it’ (64) 

H. Adds, ‘hereafter, you shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of power and coming 

on the clouds of heaven’ (Dan 7:13-14) 

1. Son of Man: Jesus’ favorite title for himself  

2. Right Hand of power 

a. Right hand is the seat of honor 

I. Caiaphas claims that Jesus has blasphemed (65)  

1. Tore his clothes: signifies horror and repudiation of the man and his words  

2. Blasphemy, however, required use of the Divine name 

J. He is worthy of death (66; Lev 24:16—requires death for blasphemy) 

K. Spit on Him; beat Him; Slapped Him (67; Isa 50:5-6) 

L. Prophesy to us, you Christ’ (68) 

 

26:69-75 Peter disowns Jesus 

A. Peter in the courtyard (69) 

B. Servant girl: ‘you were with Jesus’  

1. He denied it before them all: ‘I don’t know what you are talking about’ (70)  

C. Another servant-girl: ‘this man was with Jesus’ (71) 

1. Denies it with an oath: ‘I don’t know the man’ (72) 

2. Now he denies knowing Jesus 

D. A little later (an hour: Luke 22:59) those standing there: ‘surely you are one of them’ accent 

gives him away (73)  

1. Peter began to ‘curse and swear’ ‘I don’t know the man’ (74) 

a. Curses: on himself if he is lying (an emphatic way to affirm the truth of your 

statement) 

b. Swore: to affirm curses to be upon them if they continue to maintain his guilt 

E. Immediately the rooster crowed 



Gospel of Matthew   Rob Dalrymple  

62 
 

F. Peter went out and wept (75)  

 
 

Chapter 27 
27:1-2 
A. Jesus is bound and taken to Pilate (1-2; cf 20:18-19) 

 
27:3-10 Judas commits suicide 
A. ‘Seized with remorse’ (3) not repentance  

1. Not repentant however 

- Does this passage contradict Acts 1? 

a. Hangs himself or body fell into a field? (Acts 1:18) 

i. The account in Acts makes the most sense if combined with Matthew’s 
hanging on the basis that one wonders why Judas’ body would have burst 
open simply by falling into a field 

ii. If Judas, hung himself, and no one respected him enough to bury him 
(which is quite reasonable; 4), then after several days his body would 
have fallen and, being partially decayed, would have burst open 

iii. Nonetheless, there is nothing necessarily contradictory in these two 
passages 

b. Who purchased the field: the priests (Matt) or Judas (Acts 1:18)? 

i. The priests bought the field directly (with Judas’ money: 6) 

ii. Judas bought the field indirectly (it was his money); act of an 
intermediary attributed to someone else (cp. John 3:22; 4:2) 

B. I have sinned by betraying innocent blood (4) 

C. Threw money into the sanctuary (5) 

D. Chief Priests uncertain what to do (6-7) 

1. Can’t put it into the temple treasury for it was blood money and cannot be dedicated to 
holy uses 

2. Interestingly they did not worry about taking the money out of the temple treasury to 
pay for Jesus’ death; but now they cannot take it back 

E. Use the money to buy land: Potter’s field for burial purposes (7) 

F. ‘Field of blood’ to this day (8) 

G. Fulfills Jeremiah (9-10) 
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27:11-26 Trial before Pilate  
A. Pilate asks: ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ (11) 

1. Comes from the Jewish leaders who interpreted for Pilate the charges relating to Jesus’ 
claim to be the Messiah  

B. Jesus responds—ambiguously: lit. ‘You are saying it’ 

1. If He says ‘yes’ Pilate would have understood Him to be claiming to be an earthly king 
(John 18:36-37) 

2. If He says ‘no’ He would have been lying 

3. Words could be read as ‘do you say so?’  

C. Chief priests and elders (Sanhedrin) accuse Him (12) 

1. He remains silent  

2. If Jesus sufficiently answered these accusations they would have raised others!  

D. Pilate queries: ‘how many things they testify against you’ (13) 

1. He did not answer ‘even a single charge’ (14) 

E. Governor could release a prisoner at the feast (15) 

1. Apparently one whom the crowd chose (17) 

F. Barabbas: a ‘notorious prisoner’ (16) 

1. Pilate offers the Jews Barabbas or Jesus ‘who is called Christ’ (17)  

2. Mark notes that Barabbas committed murder (Mark 15:7) 

3. Since Jesus was received by some of the people as Messiah surely the crowd would 
support Jesus 

G. Wife sent to him: ‘have nothing to do with that righteous man’ (19) 

1. To interrupt a governor must have been urgent: dreams were very important in the 
ancient world  

2. ‘That righteous man’: a Messianic title (1 John 2:1; Acts 7:52)  

H. Chief Priests and Elders persuaded the multitudes to ask for Barabbas (20) 

1. And to put Jesus to death!  

I. What then shall I do with Jesus? (22)  

J. Pilate asks: For ‘what evil has He done?’ (23) 

K. Pilate declares himself innocent of Jesus’ blood (24-26) 

1. Crowd responds: ‘Let his blood be on us and on our children’ (25) 

a. This can only mean that they think He is guilty: no one would call down on his 
own children the responsibility for an innocent man’s suffering 
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b. Matthew shows that Pilate is responsible for handing over Jesus to be crucified 
(26) 

L. Barabbas released but Jesus is scourged (26) 

1. Scourging is preliminary? 
 

27:27-66 Death of Jesus 

27:27-31  

A. Jesus taken to the Praetorium  (27) 

1. Official residence of the governor 

2. Herod’s palace or the Antonia fortress? 

a. Having soldiers garrisoned suggests Antonia Fortress?  

B. Stripped Him; scarlet robe (not quite the correct color which accents the mockery; 
pretending him to be a royal warrior; cloak used by military officers); crown of thorns 
(needed for a king); reed/staff in His right hand (pretending to be a scepter of rulership); 
knelt and hailed Him mockingly; spit on Him; struck Him repeatedly over the head with the 
staff; and mocked some more (28-30) 

1. Every piece was one of mockery  

C. Put His own clothes on Him (31): probably indicates the Roman concession to the Jews not 
to crucify them naked as was their custom 

 

27:32-56 Crucifixion 

A. Simon of Cyrene forced to carry the cross (32) 

1. Cyrene is N Africa: may have been a Jew of the diaspora?  

2. Condemned must carry their own crossbar  

3. Simon conscripted (cf 5:41)  

a. Mark tells us that he was the father of Rufus and Alexander (Mark 15:21)  

B. Place: Golgotha (Aram: place of the skull) 

C. Given gall to drink which He refuses (34: Ps 69:21) 

1. Drink was a sedative that minimized pain  

D. Divided his garments; casting lots (35; Ps 22:18) 

E. Charge: ‘King of the Jews’ (37) 

F. 2 Robbers crucified with Him (38: Isa 53:12) 

G. Passersby hurled insults (39-40; Ps 22:7; Lam 1:12) 

1. First of 3 groups to insult Him  
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2. Charged Him to ‘save Himself’ 

H. Chief Priests, Scribes, and Elders mock Him (41) 

1. Save Himself  

2. ‘He trusts in God’ (Ps 22:8) 

I. Robbers also mocked Him the same way (44) 

J. 12:00-3:00p.m. darkness (45)  

1. Darkness: Exod 10:22; Amos 8:9: eschatological 24:29; judgment Isa 5:30; 13:10-11; Joel 
3:14-15 

K. Jesus quotes Ps 22:1 ‘My God, My God, why have you forsaken me’ (46)  

1. Psalm is a Psalm of deliverance; He may well have quoted the entire Psalm  

2. Perhaps, indicates that Jesus is bearing the sins of the world and God has turned aside 
(as is traditionally taught; Cf Hab 1:13; 2 Cor 5:21; Gal 3:13) 

3. And/or, simply quoting Scripture in times of distress as all Jews are taught 

L. Some thought He was calling for Elijah (47) 

1. Hebrew for Elijah is very similar to ‘my God’  

2. Elijah was viewed as one who helped the oppressed  

M. Filled a sponge with sour wine and gave Him a drink (48; Ps 69:21)  

1. Cheap beverage that soldiers used  

2. Man was trying to help; perhaps thought sustaining Jesus might allow time for Elijah to 
come 

N. Let’s see if Elijah comes (49) 

O. Jesus cries out in a loud voice (incredible considering the circumstances) and gives up His 
spirit (50) 

1. Probably indicates that Jesus determined the very moment of His death 

2. A loud cry is seemingly impossible for an exhausted victim of crucifixion! 

P. Matthew notes numerous phenomena associated with the crucifixion (51-53)  

1. Curtain of the Temple torn (Heb 10:19-20)  

a. From top to bottom: it no longer functions 

2. Earthquake  

3. Tombs broke open and many bodies raised to life (Cf Ezek 37:12-13; Isa 26:19; Dan 12:2)  

a. After the resurrection, they appeared to many in Jerusalem (53)  

Q. Centurion confesses: ‘this man was the Son of God’ (54) 
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R. Many women were there watching from a distance: followed Him (term used for disciples): 
and were ministering to Him (55; cf Ps 38:11; Luke 8:1-3)   

1. Again, as in all the Gospels, Mary Magdalene is listed first! 

2. Mary the mother of James and Joseph: unknown  

3. Mother of the son of Zebedee: Salome  

 

27:57-66 

A. Evening (57) late afternoon as we reckon it 

1. Law required that they could not remain overnight (Deut 21:22-23) 

B. Joseph of Arimathea buries Jesus (57: cf Isa 53:9) 

1. Disciples of Jesus (John 19:38)  

2. Member of the Sanhedrin (Luke 23:50-51): hence his access to Pilate 

C. Wrapped the body in a linen cloth (59) 

1. John notes that Nicodemus was also present (John 19:39) 

D. Laid it in his own tomb (60) 

1. Generous act as rock tombs were expensive and it was not permitted to bury a criminal 
in a family tomb  

E. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there; sitting opposite (61) 

1. Other Mary is to be identified with the mother of James and Joseph? (cf 27:56?) 

F. But, (62): contrasts the actions of Joseph and the women with the Chief Priests Pharisees, 
and Pilate  

G. Next day (Saturday: one after the preparation day: which is Friday: in that preparation day is 
for the Sabbath) 

H. They note that Jesus said something about rising after 3 days (63) 

1. They don’t believe it; they call Jesus ‘that deceiver’ and they fear that His disciples might 
steal the body  

2. They ask for security for three days (64): presumably if His body is missing after that the 
prophecy of 3 days will have been falsified anyhow 

3. Last deception will be worse than the first (64) 

a. First deception is presumably His Messianic claims  

I. Guards placed at the tomb (66) 
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J. Tomb is sealed (66) 

1.  Irony is that such precautions made the disciples’ story of a resurrection more credible  

Note:  

a. Many claim that Matthew made up and inserted this story to refute the claim 
that the disciples stole the body—which was and continued to be the major 
claim against the resurrection 

b. However, Matthew’s account has a major loophole: notably, that the guards 
were not placed until sometime on Saturday! 

c. Thus, why did the Roman soldiers claim that when they arrived on Saturday 
the tomb was already empty! 

d. This claim, however, was never made: instead the soldiers claim that the 
disciples stole the body while they were sleeping—a story which could have 
brought them death! 

 
 

Chapter 28 
28:1-10 Women at the Tomb  
A. Dawn the first day of the week (1)  

B. Mary Magdalene and other Mary (mother of James and Joseph?) came to look 

1. Mark tells us that they came with spices to properly bury Jesus (Mark 16:1) 

C. And Behold: an Earthquake, for an angel came down (2)  

1. Angel rolls back the stone and sat on it: rolling away the stone to confirm that the body 
was gone!  

2. Appearance like lightning and garments white as snow (3) 

D. Guards became like dead men (4) 

E. Angel tells the women to not be afraid (5) 

F. He has risen!! (6) 

G. Angel instructs the women to see the empty tomb and to tell the disciples (7): 2 things: 

1. He has risen 

2. He is going before you into Galilee (7; 26:32) 

H. Women hurry away (8) 

I. Jesus met them (9) 

J. Took hold of His feet and worshipped (9) 

1. Grabbing His feet was an act of homage 
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2. Worship is due to God alone (Matt 4:10)  

K. Jesus commands them to go and tell His ‘brothers’ to leave for Galilee 

1. A kind and loving reference to those who betrayed Him! 

2. Brothers: His followers are His family (12:50; 25:40)  

 
28:11-15  
A. Some of the guards report to the chief priests (11)  

B. Chief priests met with the elders: Sanhedrin (12) 

C. Bribed the soldiers to lie with a large sum (12) 

D. Commanded them to say ‘His disciples stole the body . . . while we were sleeping’ (13) 

1. If Pilate hears; they may have thought that Pilate would not even find out; we will ‘keep 
you out of trouble’ (14) 

a. Priests promise to ‘satisfy’ Pilate proves to be sufficient for them 

E. This story has been widely circulated among the Jews (15)  

 
28:16-20 The Great Commission  
A. 11 disciples (16) 

B. Galilee (16; cf 28:7, 10) 

C. Mountain which Jesus designated  

1. Cp Moses on Mt Nebo (Deut 34:1-4) 

D. They saw Him (17) 

1. Matthew only records resurrection appearance to the disciples in Galilee 

E. They worshipped Him (cf. 4:10) 

1. Just as the women did when they saw Him  

F. Some were hesitant: ‘doubted’; but it indicates hesitancy more than unbelief: but why?  

1. Perhaps they didn’t recognize Him (Luke 24:13-35): ‘Jesus came up’ (18) 

2. Doubted (John 20:24-25)  

G. All authority given to Me (18) 

1. Covenantal: begins with intro of self as Great King with all authority  

H. Therefore! (19) 

1. Conclusion/Implication of Jesus having all authority 

I. While Going (Aorist participle) into all the World (19)  

1. Instead of going into the land of Canaan; it is now the world (cf Rom 4:13) 
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J. Make disciples  

1. This is the one charge of the Great Commission 

2. Disciple is a learner and a follower  

3. Wholehearted commitment to a person  

K. Of all nations (19) 

1. Worldwide scope of the mission 

L. Making disciples includes 2 aspects: 

1. Baptizing them (1 time event) 

a. Baptism in Acts is at times in the Name of Jesus only (8:16; 9:5) 

b. Such passages may not be reflecting a formula but a way of differentiating 
Christian baptism from other baptisms 

2. Teaching them (continuous task) 

a. Teach them is the one key and persistent activity that the church is commanded 
to keep! 

b. Teaching them includes ‘to observe all that I commanded you’ 

M. The command to baptize in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit (19-20): one of the 
Key references in support of the Trinity!  

1. Word ‘Name’ is singular, yet, 3 names follow 

2. This implies a unity/singularity—in nature not in person—of  the Trinity (or Matthew 
made a grammatical error: however, the rest of the Bible teaches or implies a Triune 
God and this leads to the conviction that Matthew intentionally did this) 

3. Furthermore, the word ‘name’ in Semitic usage denotes: ‘dignity, power, or authority 
and being’ 

a. Hence, it is by calling ‘on the Name of the Lord’ that we are saved (Joel 2:32; Acts 
2:21; Rom 10:13) 

b. See also: 2 Chron 7:14; Acts 4:10, 12; et all) 

4. Thus, there is a unity in the Godhead (demonstrated by the use of Name in the singular), 
and that unity is in Name: i.e., in authority, power, dignity and being 

5. However, the only way the Son and Holy Spirit can have equal authority, or be equal in 
power, or in being, is for them to also be God 

- Other passages reflecting the Trinity include: Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 12:4-6; 2 Cor 13:14; 
Gal 4:6; Eph 4:4-6; 2 Thess 2:13 

N. Promises the disciples that He will be with them forever (20) 

1. ‘I’ is emphatic 
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2. ‘Am’ is present not future  

3. Gospel began with the announcement of ‘Immanuel’ ‘God with us’ and ends with the 
announcement that Jesus is with them always!  

 


