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Gospel of Luke 
 

I. Author 

A. Luke  

1. Gentile; from Antioch? 

2. Not an eyewitness of all he describes (1:1-2) 

a. Relied on study of traditions derived from eyewitnesses (1:2-4)  

3. Eyewitness of some: companion of Paul during his missionary campaigns 

a. ‘We’ sections (16:10-17; 20:5-15; 21:1-18; 27:1-28:16) 

4. Physician (Col 4:14) 

a. Luke/Acts is most closely paralleled in ancient literature with ancient 

medical treatises  

 

II. Time and Recipient  

A. c.62-65 

1. Luke is written before Acts (Acts 1:1-2) 

2. Acts best warrants a date of approximately 62-64 

a. Why did Luke spend 8 chapters detailing Paul’s arrest, trials and 

imprisonments and not give the outcome? 

b. Why does Luke not include these events: 

i. James’ death (62) 

ii. Burning of Rome and persecution of Christians (64) 

iii. Peter and Paul’s deaths (65) 

iv. Destruction of the Temple (70): Fulfilling prophesy (21:6)! 

c. Answer: they aren’t recorded because they have not occurred! 

3. Luke post-dates Mark  

B. To: Theophilus (1:1-4; Acts 1:1-4: ‘Lover of God’) 

1. New convert? (perhaps in Rome) 

a. Repeated references to persevering suggests one who is already a 

Christian 

b. References to the inclusion of the gentiles suggests that he is a gentile 

c. Member of the equestrian order of Roman society (‘knights’) 

2. Christian community? (perhaps in Rome) 

C. Place from unknown  



Dalrymple  Gospel of Luke 1-8 

2 

III. Purpose 

A. Assure Theophilus (1:1-4) 

1. Gospel explains what a disciple of Jesus looks like—strong ethical note  

a. Especially care for the poor (6:20-26; 7:22-23; 12:13-21; 14:12-14; 

16:14-29)  

2. New Community is to: love (6:20-48); pray (11:1-13; 18:1-14); avoid attachment 

to wealth (8:14; 12:13-21; 16:1-15, 19-31; 18:18-25) 

3. Promise and Fulfillment: God has fulfilled His promises 

B. First: God’s plan of salvation and the triumph of God’s word about Jesus 

1. Birth announcement and the great commission stress that God is fulfilling His 

promises in Jesus 

a. Luke stresses: 1) that in Jesus the has brought redemption to Israel; and 

2) that the world is now to be blessed  

2. Luke alludes to 1 Samuel and not Genesis!  In doing so, He places the Jesus story 

in the context of the creation of Israel’s monarchy and not the creation of the 

world 

3. Luke addresses the question as to how Gentiles could be saved  

a. Includes table fellowship and exclusion of circumcision  

C. Why did the Jewish nation largely reject the Gospel? —Gospel goes into much detail 

explaining Jewish opposition and hardheartedness 

1. Acts especially portrays the hostility of Judaism  

2. Put into the context of covenant unfaithfulness as set forth in Deuteronomy 

D. How does a crucified Messiah fit into God’s plan?  

1. Jesus is the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel  

2. Acts then goes on to show how the fulfillment carries into the Church  

E. What does it mean to respond to Jesus?  

F. Historical (1:1-4): Luke/Acts is a 2 volume narrative of the Life of Christ and the Growth 

of the Christian Church 

1. ‘Carefully investigated everything from the beginning’ (3) 

2. ‘Seemed good also to me to write an orderly account’ (3) 

G. Apologetic (1:1-4) 

1. ‘So that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught’ (4) 

 

IV. Luke – Acts  

A. Luke has clearly structured his Gospel with the anticipation of writing a sequel  

B. This is evident by  

1. Repetition of the prologue (Acts 1:1)  
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2. Ascension links them (Luke 24:49-53; Acts 1:1-11) 

3. Thematic parallels between Luke and Acts: Luke seems to intend to draw a 

parallel between Jesus and His followers 

a. Peter and Paul heals just as Jesus healed 

b. Jesus must go to Jerusalem and Paul must go to Rome  

c. Stephen is slain just as Jesus  

 

V. Distinctive Features 

A. Parables: 28 of the 40 parables in the Gospels appear in Luke 

1. 15 Parables are found only in Luke 

B. Emphasis on the Humanity of Christ and compassion for: 

1. Samaritans and Gentiles (10:25-37; 17:11-19; 14:23) 

2. Tax Collectors and Sinners (5:30; 7:34; 15:1,11-32; 18:9-14; 19:1-10) 

3. Women (1-2; 2:25-38; 7:36-50; 8:1-3; 10:38-42; 13:18-21; 14:1-6; 15:3-10) 

4. Poor (4:18; 6:20; 14:7-24; 16:19-31) 

C. Stewardship and Material Possessions: concern for the poor and the need for the disciples 

not to accumulate wealth or hoard possessions 

D. Persons ‘Filled with the Holy Spirit’  

1. Leads to a bold proclamation of the Gospel 

 

VI. Structure  

A. Preface and Introduction to John and Jesus (1:1-2:52): Superiority of Jesus!  

1. Comparison of Jesus and JTB; both represent fulfillment of promises; John is the 

forerunner and Jesus is the fulfillment 

B. Preparation for ministry: anointed by God (3:1-4:13) 

C. Galilean Ministry: (4:14-9:50): Who is Jesus? 

1. Teaching and miracles of Jesus dominate this section  

2. Disciples grow in faith and begin to understand who Jesus is 

3. Contrasts Jesus’ followers with the growing opposition 

4. Jesus brings salvation and calls His disciples to be fishers of men 

5. Section closes with the call to discipleship  

a. Peter confesses Jesus as the Christ  

D. Journey to Jerusalem; Jewish rejection (9:51-19:44) 

1. ‘Listen to Him’: Much teaching and parables (17 parables; 15 unique to Luke)  

2. Jesus and Judaism: Jesus gives a new way to God; contra the Jewish leadership  
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3. Discipleship: mission, love for God, love for one’s neighbor, devotion to Jesus, 

prayer 

a. They are to seek the lost (15:1-32)  

b. Generous with resources (16:1-31)  

c. Humble, giving all, and trusting the Father (18:9-30)  

4. Jesus turns to Jerusalem  

E. Jerusalem: passion and resurrection (19:45-24:53) 

1. How He died and why His apparent defeat is His victory  

2. Jesus cleanses the Temple and confronts the leadership of the day 
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Chapter 1 

1:1-4 Preface  

A. Luke explains his purpose: (1) 

1. Many have written on the life of Jesus  

2. Information was handed down by eyewitnesses  

3. Luke himself has carefully investigated everything 

4. Therefore, he was going to write a detailed account in order that Theophilus may now for 

certain what happened 

B. It seemed fitting to write (3-4): Luke does 4 things: 

1. Investigated  

2. Back to the beginning  

3. Everything 

4. Carefully  

C. ‘Orderly’; ‘consecutive order’ 

1. Luke has arranged material by theme and literary reasons  

a. ‘As was his custom’ (4:16) 

b. Order of the temptations (4:1-13) 

2. Luke has arranged some material for geographic reasons  

a. Galilee through Samaria to Jerusalem  

3. Most significant reason is redemptive-historical  

a. Luke traces the progress of God’s work of redemption in Jesus 

b. Highlights Jesus’ teaching and the growing opposition 

c. Emphasis on promise-fulfillment 

4. There is some chronology  

D. Theophilus: (‘lover of God’) 

 

1:5-2:52 Infancy Narrative: Forerunner and Fulfillment  

1:5-25 Birth of John the Baptist prophesied 

A. Father Zacharias (5)  

1. Priest   

2. Wife Elizabeth from daughters of Aaron; related to Mary (36) 

B. Barren (7) both past child-rearing years (18) 

1. Elizabeth describes as a ‘disgrace’ (25) 

2. Barren women are given children: Sarah, Gen 18:11; Rebekah, Gen 25:21; Rachel, Gen 

29:31; Samson’s mother, Judg 13:2, 5; Hannah, 1 Sam 1-2 
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C. Zacharias performing his duties (8) 

1. 18,000 priests  

2. He would have served 2x year; but only 1x in his life does he get to assist in the daily 

offering by going into the Holy Place—honor befalls by casting lots (9)  

3. His job was to offer incense (9; intercession; Ps 141:2; Rev 5:8; 8:3-4) 

D. Angel appears (11); Gabriel (19) 

1. Angels announcing births appear throughout the OT (Gen 16:10-11; 17:15-19; 18:10-15; 

25:23; Judg 13:3-21)—though here the Father receives the message 

2. Angel who stands in the presence of God (Rev 8:2); message comes from the throne 

room 

E. Angel announces: 

1. Child’s name: John (13)  

2. Response to the child: joy and gladness (14) 

3. Position and character of the child (15) 

a. He will live an ascetic life; probably not a Nazarite vow as he is not told to cut 

his hair  

b. Recalls the life of Samuel—Israel’s first prophet (1 Sam 1:11) 

c. Empowered from birth by the Spirit (cf 1:39-45; cf Isa 61:1; Ezek 11:5; Joel 

2:28)  

4. Mission of the child (16-17)  

a. Call Israel to repentance (Deut 30:2; Hos 3:5; 7:10) 

b. Cp Elijah (1 Kings 17-18; Mal 4:5-6)  

F. Zacharias doubts (18); understandably given their age 

G. Gabriel identifies himself and his position (19) 

H. Unable to speak until the birth of his son (20); deaf and dumb (cf 1:62)  

I. Elizabeth becomes pregnant (24) 

 

1:26-38 Announcement to Mary  

A. 6
th
 month Angel Gabriel sent to the virgin Mary in Nazareth (26) 

1. Nazareth is 45 miles north  

B. Betrothed to be married (27) 

1. Betrothal could take place as early as 12 yrs of age 

2. Mary is a model believer (cp 38)  

3. She is the ‘favored one’ (28); she has ‘found favor with God’ (30) 

4. Elizabeth recognizes this (42-43) 

C. Joseph, a descendent of David  
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D. Birth announced: you will conceive (31; cp Gen 16:11; Isa 7:14): stresses 

1. Position: ‘Son of God’, Son of the Most High, and Ruler (32; 2 Sam 7:8-17) 

2. Authority: Seated on Israel’s throne; with an unending kingdom (32-33) 

3. Divine: Holy Spirit will come upon her (35) 

E. ‘You will . . . give birth to a son’ (31) 

1. He will . . . be called the son of the Most High’(32) (El Elyon): cf. 43: ‘Mother of my 

Lord’ 

2. Angel tells Mary that the Holy Spirit will overshadow her (35) 

F. Mary asks, how this will be? (34) 

1. Ans. Nothing will be impossible for God (37) 

 

1:39-45 Mary and Elizabeth Meet 

A. Mary travels to Elizabeth (39) 

1. Most priests lived in Jerusalem but some lived in the outlying areas (Neh 11; 1 Macc 2:1)  

B. The Baby leaped in Elizabeth’s womb (41) 

C. Elizabeth was filled with the HS (41) 

1. Mary stayed 3 mo.’s: just prior to, or after, the birth of John? (56) 

 

1:46-56 Mary’s Praise: the Magnificat  

A. Song echoes the OT  

1. Sees the present in light of God’s activities through time  

B. Mary calls God her ‘savior’ (47; Ps 25:5-6; Isa 12:2; Mic 7:7) 

C. God regards the humble (48, 52; 1 Sam 2:7; Ps 147:6); and those who fear Him (50) 

1. Those who are proud are scattered (51-52; Ps 68:1; 89:10; Job 15:29; Jer 17:11) 

D. Generations will call her blessed because of what God has done (48-49) 

E. Praise for God’s acts for his people (54-56)  

1. Israel, His Servant (cf Isa 41:8-9; 42:1, 2, 21; 45:4; 48:20; 49:3; 52:13-53:12)  

2. Jesus will be depicted as the Servant (2:32; 22:37; Acts 8:32-33)  

3. Paul and Barnabas are the Servant (Acts 13:47) 

 

1:57-66 Birth of John the Baptist  

A. Elizabeth gives birth (57) 

B. Lord displayed great mercy (58) 

C. Neighbors and relatives (58) 

D. 8
th
 day (59; 1:13; Jewish custom cf. 2:21) child was to be named; Zacharias names him John 
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1. Naming often occurs at birth but sometimes it is associated with circumcision 

E. Zachariah’s tongue loosed as promised (64; 1:20) (another promise fulfilled) 

 

1:67-80 Zachariah’s Praise: the Benedictus  

A. Zacharias was filled with the Spirit (67; 15, 35, 41) the result is the hymn (though it says he 

prophesied) 

B. Blessed is the Lord God of Israel (68) 

C. God has visited (1:78; 7:16; 19:44; Acts 15:14) 

D. God has raised a horn of salvation (69) 

1. Horn is a symbol of strength (2 Sam 22:3; Ps 75:4-5, 10; 148:14) 

E. God will save them from their enemies (71, 74) 

1. Zacharias must think the enemy is Rome  

2. Luke informs us that the enemy is demonic (11:14-23) 

F. JTB is to be a prophet who will go before (76) 

1. JTB will ‘go on before the Lord to prepare the way for Him’ (76) 

2. JTB will give his people the knowledge of salvation 

3. By the forgiveness of sins (cf 24:47; Acts 2:38; 5:31; 10:43; 13:38; 26:18) 

G. JTB lived in the deserts (80)  

 

 

Chapter 2 

2:1-52 

2:1-7 Birth of Jesus  

A. ‘a census’ (1) 

1. Caesar Augustus—Octavian (27 B.C.—A.D. 14) 

B. Since Joseph was from David’s family (as was Mary) they must register in Bethlehem; ‘city 

of David’ (4) 

1. Fulfillment of Mic 5:2  

2. Since Joseph was from David’s family (as was Mary) they must register in Bethlehem (4) 

(3+ days journey; 90 miles if they went around Samaria; Bethlehem is 4 ½ miles from 

Jerusalem) 

a. But, 2:39 Nazareth is their ‘own’ city  

b. Citizens with property outside their home town would have to go their to register  

c. Thus, Joseph had some property in Bethlehem?  

C. While in Bethlehem the baby is born (6; fulfilling Mic 5:2) 

1. While they were there means that they had been there for some time; not a last minute 

thing  
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D. No room for them in the kataluma 

1. ‘Guest room’; not an ‘inn’ 

a. (10:34): ‘pandoxeion’: Inns populated major trade routes approx 16-18 miles 

apart; Bethlehem was only 5 miles south of Jerusalem and not on a major trade 

route  

b. Such inns were round stone hedgerows about 4ft tall and 40-60 ft in diameter—

essentially a circular walled space that was open to the sky; one common area; no 

privacy; ‘all the ambience of a biker bar of today’; ‘One thing is clear; no self-

respecting man would ever bring a pregnant woman about to give birth to a 

pandoxeion  

c. Most houses were one room homes; Jewish law forbade a man to sleep in the 

same room as another’s wife; so the room was separated with a partition; this 

small area was called the ‘guest room’ (kataluma)  

d. Why was there no room for them?  Perhaps Luke has repeated the fact that they 

were not married in 2:5—something already known from ch 1—because that is 

the cause why no one had a room for them; no one wanted to bring impurity into 

their home 

2. Born in a stable (early tradition says it was a cave; perhaps, one used as a stable) 

a. Such homes were built over a recessed area; a mini cave or stable, which 

functioned as a holding area for the animals 

3. Laid in a manger (feeding trough); supports the stable/cave notion 

a. Feeding trough hewn out of basalt or limestone  

E. Her ‘firstborn’ (7; Col 1:15, 18; Rom 8:29; Heb 1:6; Rev 1:5) 

F. Wrapped up—cloth like bandages used to keep the limbs straight; helps with the recognition 

of him by the shepherds  

G. Laid in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn (7)  

1. Manger is used by animals as a feeding trough  

2. Main point is that in his birth He is associated with animals because there was no room 

for Him in human society: no private rooms were available; and no normal comforts were 

available for Mary or the baby  

3. In the home of a poor family, the stable was the room adjacent to and slightly lower than 

the living quarters  

4. There is some possibility that the manger was in a cave near the house or beneath the 

foundation  

 

2:8-21 

A. Shepherds watching their flocks (8) 

1. Flocks were kept outside from Apr-Nov; and in suitable locations during the winter  

2. Each shepherd mounted a watch at night (taking turns on a rota) in order to guard against 

thieves and wild animals  
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B. Angel of the Lord appears (9)  

1. Glory of the Lord (Acts 7:55; Tit 2:13) 

2. They were frightened  

C. Angel tells the shepherds to not be afraid and then why (10); For, it is good news of an event 

that brings great joy Good news of great joy for ‘all the people’ (10, 31)  

D. 3 major titles then appear  

1. Today the Savior has been born (11)  

a. 1:47: God is Savior  

2. He is Christ 

3. He is Lord  

E. Sign (12) 

1. Means of confirming the truth of the previous claim  

a. Will help them identify where the baby is to be found and the messianic 

proclamation  

b. Their presence will serve as a sign to Mary!  

2. They will find a baby, wrapped in cloths, and lying in a manger  

a. Paradoxical: not really an impressive sign; especially of One who is supposed to 

be the Messiah and Lord  

3.  Second sign appears immediately: a heavenly multitude appears with the angel (13) 

F. Hymn expresses the result of the birth of Jesus (14) 

1. Glory to God  

2. Peace on Earth (cf Isa 9:5) 

a. Peace is probably equivalent to salvation  

3. With whom He is pleased: OT phrase for the elect of God  

G. Shepherd travel to Bethlehem (15-16)  

1. Make haste to come to Mary and Joseph (as Mary did in 1:39)  

H. Shepherds told what was made known to them (17-18) 

1. May suggest that others are present  

2. Hearers are filled with wonder  

3. Mary treasured them in her heart (19)  

4. Shepherds depart glorifying God (20)  

a. Common for Luke to end a pericope with words of praise  

I. 8
th
 day He is circumcised and named Jesus (21) 
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2:22-40 Jesus presented at the Temple  

A. 40
th
 day (22; time of purification was completed) taken to Jerusalem (standard practice; cf 

Lev 12:2-4, 6) 

B. Firstborn child is also to be set apart for the Lord (22-23) 

C. Sacrifice of 2 doves or 2 pigeons (24; Lev 12:8; 5:11); 

1. Offering for the poor  

D. Simeon sees the Lord and blesses God (25-35) 

1. Righteous man and devout  

2. Looking for the consolation of Israel (1:68-75; Isa 40:1; 49:13; 51:3; 57:18; 61:2)  

3. Promised that he would not die until he saw the Messiah  

a. Promise and fulfillment!  

4. Jesus is salvation (30) 

a. For all people (cf 2:10) 

5. ‘Light of Revelation to the Gentiles’ (32; Isa 42:6; 49:6; cf Acts 13:47; 26:23) 

E. Mary and Joseph marvel (33)  

F. Simeon blesses Joseph and Mary (34)  

1. Jesus will cause the rise and fall of many in Israel (cf 20:17-18; Isa 8:14-15; 28:13-16; 

Rom 9:33; 1 Pet 2:6-8) 

2. Thus, He will be a sign that is opposed  

G. Prophetess Anna sees the Lord (36) 

1. Married 7 years  

2. Widowed 84 years (until or as long as?) 

H. Jesus and family return to Nazareth (39-40) 

 

2:41-52 Jesus the boy at the Temple  

A. Age 12 Jesus travels with his parents to Jerusalem (only story between the birth narratives [to 

age 2] and His temptation) for Passover  

1. Joseph and Mary went yearly: shows they were devout Jews  

a. OT required them to attend three feasts (Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles)  

b. By 1
st
 century most traveled only 1x year  

c. Only men required to attend; demonstrates Mary’s piety  

d. Passover occurs on 15
th
 Nisan (Mar-Apr)  

2. Jesus now of age to accompany them 

B. Parents returning home 

1. Customary for the men to travel together, the women together, and the children 

together—under the supervision of some adults 
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2. Joseph and Mary must have each assumed that the other had ensured that Jesus was in the 

company of children 

C. Jesus was asking the teachers questions  

1. Method of teaching was to ask questions; teachers respond with a question; student 

answers 

2. Thus, Jesus was playing the role of the student and not the teacher 

D. Mary asks why Jesus remained: ‘your father and I have been anxiously searching for you’ 

(48) 

E. Jesus responds: ‘I had to be in my Father’s house’ 

1. Response serves to indicate who His true Father is  

2. Jesus appears to think that Mary and Joseph should have expected Him to be in the 

Temple 

3. Thus, Jesus was not speaking disrespectfully; He was surprised that they didn’t know 

where He was (Note: 51 He ‘was obedient to them’) 

4. Temple is the place of instruction for Jesus; so he had to be teaching (20:1-21:4) 

F. This is the first episode that shows that Jesus has some understanding as to who He is 

G. They did not understand (50) 

 

 

Chapter 3 

3:1-4:13 Preparation for Ministry; Anointed by God  

3:1-20: John the Baptist prepares the way  

A. 15
th
 year of Tiberius: A.D. 27 

1. Tiberius began Aug. 19 of A.D. 14 

2. In September a new year begins (thus, September of A.D. 14 would have been reckoned as 

his 2
nd

 year; counting the 1 month of A.D. 14—August—as one year; as they would have) 

3. Thus, September of A.D. 27 would have begun Tiberius’ 15
th
 year 

4. Therefore, Jesus’ death occurred in April of A.D. 30 (as much as 3½ years later)  

B. JTB preached around the Jordan river basin a baptism of repentance (3) 

1. Repentance: complete change of mind that results in a change of actions  

a. ‘Produce fruit in keeping with repentance’ (8; cf 1 Kings 8:47; 13:33; Ps 78:34; 

Isa 6:10; Ezek 3:19; 36:25-27*; Amos 4:6) 

2. Repentance is central in Luke (cf 24:43-47; 5:32; 10:13; 11:32; 13:3, 5; 15:7, 10) 

C. Fulfillment of Isa 40:3-5 (4-6)  

1. Beginning of the second half of Isaiah  

2. John informs them that Jesus will baptize with the Holy Spirit (16) 

3. John rebukes Herod and is arrested 
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3:21-22 Jesus is baptized by John  

A. Jesus is baptized by John (21) 

B. Jesus prays  

C. Heaven opened, Spirit descends, voice came out of heaven (21-22)  

1. Divine approval; (cf 9:28-36; Acts 10:37-38; 13:23-25)   

a. This is my son! (cf Ps 2:7; 2 Sam 7:14);  Spirit upon Him (cf Isa 42:1)  

2. Compare the anointing and empowering of the disciples in Acts 1:8 

 

3:23-38 Genealogy of Jesus through Mary 

A. 30 yrs of age (23): appropriate age for beginning of service   

1. Age for priesthood (Num 4:3) 

2. Joseph’s entry into Pharaoh’s service (Gen 41:46) 

3. Ezekiel’s call to ministry (Ezek 1:1?) 

4. Age of David when he began to reign (2 Sam 5:4) 

B. Adam (38; cf Rom 5:12-21; 1 Cor 15:20-28, 45-49)  

 

 

Chapter 4 

4:1-13 Temptation of Jesus 

A. Full of the HS and led by the HS into the wilderness (1) 

1. Full of the HS (cf 1:15, 41, 67; Acts 6:3, 5; 7:55; 11:24): depicts a person who is spiritual 

B. Jesus is led to the wilderness  

1. Wilderness: 

a. Place of demonic activity (8:29; 11:24) 

b. Place of retreat (1:80; 3:2; 5:16; 7:24)  

2. Wilderness contrasts with the garden  

C. 40 days (2) 

1. Wilderness wanderings (Num 14:33; 32:13; Deut 8:2) 

2. Lashes permitted (Deut 25:3)  

3. Uncleanness after birth (Lev 12:1-4)  

4. Duration of the flood (Gen 7:4, 12)  

5. Ezekiel bore the sins of Israel (Ezek 4:6) 

6. Length of fasts by Moses (Exod 34:28; Deut 9:9) and Elijah (1 Kings 19:8) 

7. Moses was on the Mtn (Exod 24:18; 34:28) 
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D. Fasted 

1. It could mean ‘nothing of substance’ as the desert conditions wouldn’t have provided 

anyway 

E. He was tempted by the Devil (2) 

1. Devil is the true opponent 

F. #1: Tempted to ‘tell this stone to become bread’ (3) 

  

G. Jesus replies: ‘Man does not live on bread alone’ (4; Deut 8:3) 

1. In Deut 8:3 God reminds them that He fulfilled his promises to provide for His people by 

giving them manna  

H. #2: Tempted to worship the devil (5-7; cf Exod 20:3) 

1. ‘All the kingdoms of the world’—affirms that Jesus was intent on all humanity  

2. Tempted with appeal to power 

I. Jesus replies: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve Him only’ (8; Deut 6:13) 

J. #3: Tempted to throw Himself down (9-11) 

1. Probably visionary: taken to the pinnacle of the Temple 

2. Satan quotes Scripture: Ps 91:11-12 

K. Jesus replies: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test’ (12; Deut 6:16) 

L. Devil left ‘until an opportune time’ (13) 

1. The devil continues to seek Jesus’ destruction throughout (cf 4:33-37; 8:12; 9:38-42; 

10:17-18; 11:14-22; 13:11-17; 22:3, 28, 31, 53) 

 

4:14-9:50 Galilean Ministry: Revelation of Jesus  

4:14-15 is the first summary note in the body 

A. Returns to Galilee (14): In the power of the Spirit!  

B. Began teaching in the synagogues (15)  

1. Such was the source of His fame!  

C. Everyone praised Him! Jesus creates a lot of excitement (cf 4:22, 28, 32, 36-37; 5:15; 7:17) 

 

4:16-30 Synagogue in Nazareth  

A. Enters the synagogue to proclaim the beginning of His ministry (16) 

1. ‘As was His custom’: expresses the piety of the family (‘custom’: Acts 17:2; Matt 27:15; 

Mark 10:1) 

2. Synagogue service 

a. Shema recited  

b. Prayers 
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c. Scriptures read: beginning with a portion of the Torah and then one of the 

prophets 

d. Instruction 

a. This could be done by any qualified male provided a quorum of 10 males 

were present  

b. Jesus stands up to give the instruction 

c. ‘He found the place’: suggests that this was not part of the prescribed 

reading as the scroll would already have been opened if it were  

e. Benediction  

B. Reads Isa 61:1-2a (18-20); though elements of Isa 58 are present  

1. OT background is a description of the prophet in terms of the Servant 

a. Isa 61 brings a message of deliverance to the exiles  

b. Isa 58 is a prophetic rebuke of the nation for not exhibiting justice to the 

oppressed and needy 

c. The 2 passages belong together because Isa 61 envisions the release of the needy 

of Isa 58 in terms of Jubilee imagery  

2. ‘Spirit of the Lord is upon me’  

3. ‘Preach the gospel to the poor’ (cf 1:51-53; 6:20-23—poor are compared with the 

prophets of old) 

4. Release of the captives (cp 4:31-44—the oppressed seem to be in view here; mainly 

spiritual oppression) 

a. In OT the captives are the exiles!   

5. Sight to the blind (cf 18:35-43)  

a. Light and darkness also have spiritual overtones (1:77-80)  

6. Released the oppressed/downtrodden (Isa 58:6) 

a. Jesus does what Israel was rebuked for not doing in Isa 58 

7. Favorable year of the Lord (cf Jubilee: Lev 25:8-17; Isa 49:8; 2 Cor 6:2) 

8. Omission of Judgment (Isa 61:2) 

a. Time for such has not arrived   

C. And proclaims ‘today it is fulfilled’ (21)  

1. They marveled at the ‘gracious words which were falling from His lips’ (22) 

D. People spoke well of Him; remember Him as only the kid from down the street (22) 

1. Jesus’ heritage does not match their expectations  

E. Jesus cites a proverb: that indicates that they wanted Him to prove Himself (23)  

F. That no prophet is welcome in his hometown (24; 11:49-52; 13:32-35; 20:10-12; Acts 7:51-

53) 

1. Cites the incidents with Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 17-18; 2 Kings 5:1-14) 
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2. They were, in fact, sent to the Gentiles 

G. When they heard Jesus speak of the Gentiles (‘this’ 28) they became furious and ran Him out 

of town 

 

4:31-44 Jesus’ Ministry 

A. Teaches in Capernaum on the Sabbath (31)  

B. People were amazed at His teaching: with authority (32, 36)  

1. Jesus didn’t just cite what other rabbi’s said; but spoke directly about God and His will; 

He taught directly from the text and His word alone was sufficient  

2. ‘His message’ lit ‘word’ (cp 4:36) 

a. Jesus was mighty in word and in deed (24:19) 

C. Man, demon possessed (33)  

1. Demons mentioned 23x in Luke (14 of which is from here to 9:50) 

2. Demon asks, ‘Have you come to destroy us?’ 

D. I know who you are: ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ ‘The Holy One of God’ (34)  

1. They knew He was the Christ (41) 

2. Utterance of the name gave one authority over them?  

3. Holy One of God (cf Ps 106:16—Aaron; Judg 13:7; 2 Kings 4:9—Elisha) 

a. Holy One is Messiah (1:31-35) 

4. Demons know but do not respond (Jas 2:19)  

E. Jesus casts out demon with the command ‘come out of him’ (35) 

1. ‘Rebuked’ the fever (cf 35, 39, 41; cf 8:24; 9:42) 

F. Enters Simon’s home (38) 

G. Heals Peter’s mother-in-law (38-39) 

1. Peter was married (1 Cor 9:5) 

2. ‘Rebuked’ the fever 

H. After sunset, many others came to Him (40) 

1. Sick and demon possessed (40-41) 

2. Suggests that they are not always the same 

3. Laid hands on everyone of them (40) 

I. ‘You are the Son of God’ (41) 

1. Jesus silences them because they knew Him to be the Christ 

J. Next day He went to a lonely place (42; cf Mark 1:35-38) 

1. Mark mentions ‘to pray’ 

K. Multitudes come  



Dalrymple  Gospel of Luke 1-8 

17 

L. ‘I must preach the KOG to other cities’ (43) 

1. KOG occurs 31x in Luke and 6x in Acts; ‘kingdom’ also occurs 6x in Luke  

2. KOG has both a present (10:9, 11; 11:20; 12:32; 16:16; 17:20-21; 23:42-43) and future 

(21;31; 13:29) element in Luke  

M. ‘For this purpose I was sent’   

N. Preaching in country of the Jews (44) (note mss discrepancy)  

1. Judea: country of the Jews  

 

 

Chapter 5 
5:1-6:16 Gathering of Disciples  

5:1-11  

A. Lake of Gennesaret (1)  

B. Multitude listening to the ‘word of God’ (cf 8:11,21; 11:28; 14x in Acts) 

C. Teaches from boat (3) (Simon’s) 

D. Let down your nets (4) 

1. 2
nd

 command is plural; so all of them are commanded to let down their nets (Andrew, 

James, and John; 5:7, 10) 

2. Parabolic of the call to mission for the disciples in Acts and the church (5:10) 

3. Irony: A carpenter tells the fishermen how to fish (4) 

E. ‘At your bidding I will’: Peter displays great faith (5) 

1. ‘Master’: title suggests that Peter does not really understand who Jesus is (8:24, 25) 

F. Nets began to break (6); boats began to sink (7) 

G. Simon Peter (8) 

1. Use of Peter along with Simon may suggest that Peter is growing or progressing  

2. Traditionally ‘Peter’ is the name he receives after an encounter with Jesus (John 1:42) 

H. Peter falls down (8; cf Isa 6:1-6) 

1. Peter, who has been in charge here, now recognizes that Jesus is in charge 

I. ‘Depart from Me’ (8) 

J. ‘I am a sinful man’ (Isa 6:1-6) 

K. ‘Now on you will catch men ‘ (10) 

L. ‘They left everything and followed Him’ (11) 

1. Even though they have just had their most successful catch of fish ever  

2. Followed: 5:27-28; 9:23, 49, 57, 59, 61; 18:22, 28, 43; Mark 1:18; 2:14; Matt 8:1; 9:9 
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5:12-16 

A. One of the towns (12) 

1. Probably still in Galilee 

B. Man with leprosy (12) 

1. Covers a wide range of skin disease; psoriasis, lupus, ringworm, etc (cp Lev 13-14 where 

the description covers a wider range than leprosy) 

2. Result was ostracism (Lev 13:45-46)  

C. Fell on his face and implored Jesus: ‘Lord, if you are willing’ (12) 

1. Man is confident that as long as Jesus is willing He can heal him 

D. ‘You can make me clean’  

E. Jesus touches him (13)  

1. Touching should make Jesus’ ceremonially unclean (Lev 13:42-46) 

2. Touching clearly conscious since other miracles occur through speaking  

F. Tell no one (14; Mark 1:45 the leper was not silent) 

1. Probably meant to prevent undue excitement over a healing 

G. Present yourself to the priest (cf Lev 14:1-32)  

1. Weeklong process 

2. Going to the Temple would be a ‘testimony to them’  

H. News spread further (15)  

1. Fulfilling 4:43 

2. Cp Mark 1:45  

I. Slip away to the wilderness to pray (16; 3:21; 6:12; 9:18, 28-29; 11:1; 23:46)  

 

5:17-26 

A. Pharisees and Teachers of the law (17) 

1. Aka ‘Scribes’ (cf 5:21) 

2. From Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem  

B. ‘Power of the Lord was present for him to heal the sick’ (17) 

C. Men were carrying a paralytic: Man lowered on a mat through the roof (18) 

1. Mark says 4 men (Mark 2:4)  

2. Roofs were accessible by outside stairs; made of mud or stone, with a layer of reeds, 

thorns, and clay   

3. ‘Tiles’ (19); may reference lumps of clay 

D. When Jesus saw ‘their faith’ (20) 

1. Faith is prominent in Luke (7:9, 50; 8:48, 50; 17:19; 18:42) 
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E. He forgave the man’s sins (forgiveness is prominent in Luke: 5:29-32; 7:34, 36-50; 15:3-7, 

11-32; 18:10-14; 19:8-10; 23:40-43) 

1. Sins are forgiven (cf 1:77-79) 

2. Jesus turns the miracle into a parable—about the destruction of sin  

F. Speaks blasphemies; only God can do this (21; Exod 34:6; Isa 43:25; Jer 31:34)  

1. Blasphemy: involves abusive speech or action toward God 

2. Punishable by death by stoning (Lev 24:10-16, 23)  

G. Jesus—knowing their thoughts—asks which is easier: to claim to forgive sins; or to heal the 

man? (22-23) 

H. ‘Son of Man’ (1
st
 occurrence of 25); cf Dan 7:13-14  

1. Son of Man has ‘authority to forgive sins’ associates this title with Dan   

2. Jesus’ favorite title for Himself  

I. Jesus commands the man to take his mat and go home  

J. Glorifying God (25-26) 

K. Seen remarkable things today!  

 

5:27-32 Call of Levi  

A. Levi was sitting at a customs booth (27) 

1. Tax-gatherer not a chief tax collector as Zaccheus (19:2) 

2. Chief tax collector bid for the right to collect taxes from Rome; and then would parcel out 

responsibility to actually collect the taxes to others  

3. Matthew 9:9 names him ‘Matthew’  

B. To the command ‘follow me’ (cf 9:23, 59; 18:22) 

C. Levi, ‘Got up, left everything, and followed him’ (28; cf 4:11) 

D. Jesus eats with Levi and other tax collectors (29; Mark 2:15; Matt 9:10) 

1. Levi introduces Jesus to his friends by means of a banquet  

E. Pharisees and Scribes began grumbling (30; 15:2; 19:7) 

1. Grumbling; cf Num 14:2, 26-35; 16:11; 17:6, 20; Exod 15:24; 16:7-8; for the Israelites 

‘grumbling’ in the wilderness 

2. Grumble because of who was invited; this become a significant issue (7:34, 36-50; 15:1-

32) 

F. Explains: It is the sick who need a physician (31) 

G. Mission statement: ‘I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance’ (32; cp 

7:34; 12:49, 51; 18:8; 19:10) 

1. It is those who are ill that realize their need for healing  

2. Repentance is a major theme in Luke (3:3, 8; 13:1-5; 15:7-10; 16:30; 17:3-4; 24:47; Acts 

26:20) 
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3. Cp 18:9-14  

4. ‘I have come’: indicates prior existence 

 

5:33-6:11  

5:33-39 Jesus questioned about fasting 

A. They ask Jesus about the disciples (33) 

1. Fasting often accompanied confession and intercession (Jer 14:12; Neh 1:4; Ezra 8:21, 

23) 

2. Mourners attitude (1 Kings 21:27; Joel 2:12-13; Isa 58:5; Esth 4:3; Dan 9:3) 

3. Often lasted for the daylight hours (2 Sam 3:35) 

4. National fasts on the Day of Atonement; otherwise fasting was not permitted on Sabbaths 

or feast days  

5. Pharisees fasted on Mon and Thurs  

B. No fasting while the groom is present (Mark 2:19; John 3:29)  

1. Allusion to the times of the Messiah (Isa 54:5-6; 62:4-5; Jer 2:2; Ezek 16; Hos 2:14-23) 

C. But, the groom will be ‘taken from’ them (35); then they will fast 

1. Marriage imagery—God and His people (Isa 54:5-6; 62:4-5; Jer 2:2; Ezek 16; Hos 2:14-

23) 

2. 1
st
 indication of His death  

D. New patch on an old garment (36)  

1. Tears the garments (Luke focuses on the new cloth; whereas Matt and Mark focus on the 

old) 

2. Won’t match 

E. New wine in old wineskins (37) 

1. Wineskins were made from sheepskins or goatskin; and the neck of the animal was the 

neck of the container; the body was skinned and the hair removed 

2. When it ferments the new wine burst the wineskins 

3. Cannot merge what Jesus is teaching with the old traditions of Judaism   

4. New wine is Jesus’ teaching in 37-38 

F. Old wine (39)  

 

 

Chapter 6 

6:1-5  

A. Disciples were picking heads of grain (1) 

1. OK for poor; Deut 23:25 



Dalrymple  Gospel of Luke 1-8 

21 

2. Pharisees charge them with doing what is unlawful; ‘not permitted’ (2) 

a. Violates the 39 activities forbidden by the Pharisees on the Sabbath (reaping, 

threshing, winnowing, and preparing food—quadruple violation) 

B. Answer: ‘Have you not read what David did?’ (3; cf 1 Sam 21:1-7; 22:9-10)  

1. David entered the tabernacle and ate the bread that was only for the priests to eat (4) 

2. The bread was part of the 12 loaves set on a table in the Holy Place; it was prepared by 

the Levites; and changed once a week  

C. David did was what thought to be unlawful  

1. Not lawful to do (Exod 25:30; 39:36; 40:22-23; Lev 24:5-9)  

2. That David fed more than himself is suggested by the requests for 5 loaves (1 Sam 21:3) 

3. Jesus seems to be interpreting the law in terms of its intent; ceremonial restrictions on the 

law give way to human need  

D. If it was o.k. for David, then it is o.k. for them  

E. Because the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath (5; cf Mark 2:7) 

1. I.e., He determines what is right and what is wrong 

 

6:6-11 

A. Sabbath enters a synagogue (6) 

B. Man with a shriveled right hand 

1. Pharisees would not approve medical work on the Sabbath unless it was life-threatening; 

or a baby was being born; or circumcision needed to be performed (cf Luke 13:14)   

C. Pharisees and Scribes were watching Him (7)  

1. ‘Watch maliciously’; closely; to spy on  

2. ‘In order that’ they might accuse Him   

D. He knew what they were thinking (8) 

E. Commands the man and he obeys  

F. Jesus asks; is it o.k. to do good on the Sabbath (9; Isa 1:11-17; 58:1-14; Amos 4:1-8) 

G. Jesus heals by speech (10) 

1. Irony is that He didn’t really do any work 

H. Jesus heals the man and the Pharisees were furious (11) 

1. Mark 3:6; Matt 12:14: ‘how they might destroy Him’  

 

6:12-16 Call of the 12  

A. Mountains to pray (12; 1:13; 2:37; 3:21; 5:16; 6:12, 28; 9:18; 11:1-2; 18:1; 22:41, 45) 

1. Matter of great importance must be preceded in prayer 
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B. Jesus chooses ‘12 of them’ (13) 

1. Indicates that there were many others 

2. Designated them Apostles (lit.: one who is called) 

3. Gives them a special commission and authority 

4. Become the foundation of the Church (Eph 2:20) 

5. Judge 12 tribes (Luke 22:29-30; Matt 19:28)  

C. Simon (Peter) and Andrew (14) 

1. Jesus gave Peter his second name (John 1:42; Matt 16:18) 

2. ‘Peter’—‘rock’  

3. Andrew is Peter’s brother and also a fisherman (5:1-11) 

4. Andrew introduced Peter to Jesus (John 1:40-41) 

5. From Bethsaida (John 1:44); though Peter’s mother-in-law lived in Capernaum and Peter 

seems to have taken responsibility to care for her (Mark 1:29-30) 

D. James and John  

1. The sons of Zebedee (5:10); and the ‘sons of thunder’ (Mark 3:17)  

2. Galilean fishermen with Peter and Andrew (5:10) 

3. Cousins of Jesus?: Salome is Mary’s sister? (John 19:25; Matt 27:56; Mark 15:40) 

E. Philip and Bartholomew  

1. Philip appears in John 1:43-45 as the one who was introduced to Jesus by Peter or 

Andrew; and he introduces Nathanael to Jesus (cf John 6:5-7; 12:22; 14:8-9)  

2. Bartholomew: ‘son of Tolmai’: speculated that he is Nathanael (John 1:45) 

a. Suggested by the association with Philip in each list of apostles 

b. John never mentions Bartholomew; while the Synoptics never mention Nathanael  

F. Matthew and Thomas (15) 

1. Matthew: Levi? (Matt 9:9-13) 

2. Thomas; ‘twin’ (Didymus; John 11:16; 20:24; 21:2) 

G. James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot  

1. James: some suggest that he is James the less (Mark 15:40); Questionable if Alphaeus 

and Clopas are the same person (John 19:25) 

2. Levi is also the son of Alphaeus but the connection with James is uncertain at best  

H. Judas the son of James and Judas Iscariot (16) 

1. Judas the son of James is not the brother of Jesus for they did not believe at this time 

(John 7:5) 

2. Judas the son of James is probably Thaddeus  

3. Judas Iscariot: ‘man of Kerioth’?—location is in Judea: making him the only non-

Galilean; ‘dyer’ referring to his occupation?  
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6:17-49 Sermon on the Plain 

6:17-19  

A. Stood on a level place (17) 

1. Could refer to a plateau in a mountainous area  

B. Them, a multitude of His disciples, and of the people of Judea, Jerusalem, Tyre, and Sidon 

1. Came to listen and to be healed; those with unclean spirits (18) 

2. Those hearing the sermon are diverse: some are followers; others not 

a. Note the offer to listen carefully and to act accordingly at the end of the sermon 

(47-49) 

3. He is coming to sift and divide Israel (3:17; 2:34)  

 

6:20-26 

A. Four blessings: ‘Blessed are you’ (i.e., those who follow Him and are . . . ) (blessing means 

one who is the object of Grace and is happy; not the one who has an easy life) 

1. ‘Who are Poor’ (20); ‘your is the kingdom of God’ 

a.  Poor: (4:18; Isa 61:1); may not refer to merely a socioeconomic perspective, but 

also spiritual; poor often associated with the meek and humble  

b. Luke may have in mind something close to Matt’s ‘poor in spirit’: as the rest of 

the beatitudes affirm they are the persecuted remnant and the faithful who suffer 

on account of the Son of Man 

c. In Luke the poor often stand in favorable contrast to the rich (1:52-53; 16:19-31) 

d. Categories are not absolute as the wealthy Zaccheus is saved (19:1-10) 

2. ‘Who hunger now’ (21); ‘you shall be satisfied’ (cf Ps 37:16-19; 107:9; 132:15; 146:7; 

Isa 49-9-10; 55:1-2; Ezek 34:29)  

a. Luke begins his emphasis on external poverty; though again a spiritual hunger is 

also present as is evident by the reward that awaits them—they are the pious 

hungry; hence Matthew’s ‘hunger and thirst for righteousness’  

b. Easier for the poor to recognize their dependence 

c. Wealth can lead to a sense of independence (12:13-21) 

d. ‘Satisfied’: at the banquet feast of God (Isa 25:6; 49:10; Luke 14:15-24; 13:28-

29) 

3. ‘Who weep now’; ‘you shall laugh’  

e. Weeping is often the result of a person suffering injustice (Ps 126:5-6; 137:1; Isa 

40:1-2)  

f. Sadness may also be a direct result of their poverty  

g. Reversal of fortune is laughter (cf 16:19-31) 



Dalrymple  Gospel of Luke 1-8 

24 

4. ‘When men hate you’ (22; 1 Pet 4:14-16); ‘reward in heaven is great’ (23) 

a. Hate you for the sake of the Son of Man (Ps 69:4; Isa 66:5) 

b. Ostracize you; exclusion—banned from the synagogue  

c. Cast insults; slanderous verbal attack  

d. Spurn your name; attacks the very foundation of a person—this may be more of a 

summary item; result is total rejection  

5. Resultant state of this blessedness is; ‘Be glad . . . leap for joy’ (23); present state derives 

from an awareness of the blessings that are ours; an attitude of gladness in the midst of 

persecution 

a. Leap: used for JTB in the womb (1:41, 44) 

b. 2 reasons: ‘for’ 

i. Reward in heaven is great (Rom 8:18; 2 Cor 4:17-18)  

ii. For this is how they treated the prophets (cf Luke 11:47-51; Acts 7:51-

52; Jer 2:29-30; 11:18-21; 20:2; 26:8-11, 20; 37:15-16; 38:4-6; 1 Kings 

18:4, 13; 19:10; 22:27; 2 Chron 16:10; 24:21; Neh 9:26)  

B. Four woes: ‘Woe to you (i.e., those who do not follow him and are . . .; cf Deut 27:15-26; Isa 

5:8-23; 30:1-2; 31:1; 33:1; 65:13-16; Matt 11:20-24; 23:13-29; 24:19; 26:24; Mark 13:17; 

14:21; Jude :11; Rev 8:13; 12:12; 18:10-12); ‘woe’ is an exclamation of pain and pity for the 

misfortune that awaits (Bock, 1.583) 

1. Who are rich’; ‘you are receiving your comfort in full’  (24; 16:19-31) 

a. Those who seek the comforts of this life 

b. ‘What is condemned is a misplaced focus that zeroes in on this life and its 

possessions without concern for God’s desire or fellow humans’  

2. ‘Who are well-fed now’; ‘you shall be hungry’ (25; Isa 5:22; 65:13; Amos 8:11) 

3. ‘Who laugh now’; ‘you shall weep and mourn’ (Isa 65:14; Rev 18:15, 19) 

c. ‘Laughter’ is often used as boastful, self-satisfied, and condescending; or 

rejoicing in the harm that others experience 

4. ‘When all men speak well of you’; ‘fathers used to treat the false prophets’ (26) 

a. Well-spoken of who are like false prophets 

b. Jesus’ message is often unpopular (John 15:19; James 4:4; Luke 2:34; 12:51-53; 

1 Cor 1:18-25; 1 Pet 3:13-17) 

c. Israel often courted prophets who gave messages that were popular rather than 

God’s message (Jer 5:31; 14:13-16; 23:9-15, 27-28; Ezek 22:23-31; Isa 30:10; 

Mic 2:11) 

 

6:27-38 

A. Love your enemies (27; Acts 7:58-60; Rom 12:16-121; 1 Thess 5:15; 1 Pet 3:9)  

1. Love is expressed radically in term of loving those who oppose you  

2. Cf John 13:34-35; 15:12-17; Rom 12;17-21; 13:10; Gal 6:2; James 2:8; 1 John 3:11-18 
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B. Do good to those who hate you  

1. Those who are hostile to God’s people (1;71; Ps 18:17; 106:10)  

C. Bless those who curse you (28)  

D. Pray for those who mistreat you 

E. Hit on the right cheek; offer the other (29) 

1. Insult; Slap suggests rejection; from the synagogue? 

2. Also means being willing to still offer help a second time; means in the least continuing 

to minister at the risk of persecution  

3. Personal ethic and not governmental  

F. Takes your coat—outer garment; do not withhold your shirt  

G. Give to everyone who asks (30; 1 Tim 6:8-18) 

1. Context may refer to borrowing (as it is in 34-35); though it may have a large application 

2. All who ask; not just select  

H. Whoever takes do not demand it back  

1. Point is to not seek revenge  

2. Luke have in mind the dangers of missionary travel? 

I. ‘Do to others as you would have them do to you’ (31) 

1. Love is now treated in terms of a human perspective 

2. Lev 19:18 has love one’s neighbor as oneself  

3. Unconditional; not love this way so that they will do this to you  

J. If you Love only those who love you, what reward? (32)  

1. 2 Clement 13:4 ‘For when they hear from us that God says, ‘it is no credit to you if you 

love that love you, but it is a credit to you if you love your enemies and those who hate 

you,’ when they hear this they wonder at this extraordinary goodness’ but when they see 

that we not only do not love those who hate us, do not even love those who love us, they 

laugh is to scorn, and the name is blasphemed’  

K. Do good to only to those who do good to you (33) 

1. This is not love that is extraordinary because the world does that  

L. Lend to only those whom you expect a return (34; cf 30) 

1. World does that; they offer only ‘safe’ loans 

2. If we only loan to such persons then how will the real needs of the needy be cared for? 

M. Love your enemies (35)  

N. Do Good  

O. Lend and expect nothing 

P. Result: Reward will be great and you will be called ‘sons of the Most High’  
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Q. God is the model (Eph 4:1; 5:1) 

1. He is kind to the ungrateful and evil  

R. Be merciful as God is merciful (36; Exod 34:6; Deut 4:31; Joel 2:13; Jon 4:2; 2 Sam 24:14; 

Isa 63:15)  

1. Mercy: not overly harsh in judgment nor quick to pounce on the evildoer   

S. Do not judge and you will not be judged (37) 

1. Result is an attitude that is hesitant to condemn and quick to forgive 

2. Prohibits an arrogance to the sinner (cp 18:11-14)  

T. Do not condemn; and you will not be  

U. Forgive/Pardon and you will be pardoned  

1. Eph 4:32  

2. This does not mean to pretend someone is innocent but simply not to hold them 

permanently accountable 

3. This is an individual ethic and not a governmental one 

4. Don’t treat a recovered alcoholic as though he is still a drunk. . . .  

V. Give and you will receive such (38) 

1. Call for generosity  

2. When pouring grain shake it so that more can be put in 

3. Measure we use is the standard that will be applied to us (38): God promises to reward 

the disciple’s actions; both now and in eternity (18:30!)  

 

6:39-49  

A. Watch whom you follow (39-42) 

1. Blind cannot lead the blind (39) 

a. Is He warning against following false-teachers here?; or against following 

oneself and not being dependent on Him—a warning against self-righteousness 

and arrogance?  

2. Pupil will be like his teacher (40)  

3. Speck in your brother’s eye and log in your own eye: Self-evaluation (41) 

4. Taking speck out of your brother’s eye without notice on the log in your own is hypocrisy  

a. Pretending one is concerned with sin without addressing own sin  

b. Take care of own problems first  

c. Then you can help your brother (Gal 6:1)  

B. Produce good fruit (43-45); such fruit reflects one’s spiritual condition  

1. Context here is still in terms of following good teachers; that is, bad one’s cannot produce 

good pupils  
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2. Application: two types of people (45):  

C. Listening to the words of Jesus (46-49)  

1. ‘Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?’ (46) 

a. Lord is a term of great respect  

2. One who listens and acts is like the wise man (47-48)  

3. Wise man built on the rock  

 

 

Chapter 7 

7:1-8:3 Movements to Faith  

7:1-10 Faith of the Centurion  

A. Went to Capernaum (1) 

B. Centurions slave was sick and near death (2) 

1. Centurion was a commander of a 100 men 

C. Centurion sends an emissary to Jesus to request healing for his servant (3) 

1. Patronage: He had built the synagogue (5) 

2. Sends Jewish elders (3); respects the culture and Jesus’ jewishness; perhaps thought he 

would not be received by a Jewish rabbi  

D. Jesus starts to journey to his house (6) 

1. Was Jesus about to enter a Gentile’s home?  

E. Centurion informs Jesus that he is not worthy to have Jesus come to him; if Jesus will just 

say the word, then his servant will  be healed (6) 

1. His words contradict the words of the elder: ‘He is worthy’ (3); ‘I am not worthy’ (6) 

F. Crowd following him (9) 

G. Jesus is amazed; ‘I have not found such great faith even in Israel’ (9) 

1. Unlike Israel the Gentile recognizes Jesus’ authority (cf 3:7-9)  

H. They returned home and found the servant in good health (10) 

 

7:11-17 Raising of the Widow’s Son  

A. Nain: 6 miles southeast of Nazareth (11) 

B. Disciples going with Him along with a large multitude 

C. Only son of a widow (12) 

1. Leaves the women in a destitute place with no one to care for her 

2. She epitomizes the ‘poor’ upon whom Jesus came to bring good news (4:18-19)  

D. Jesus felt compassion for her (13; cf Matt 14:14): 3 acts  

1. ‘Do not weep’ 
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2. Touches the coffin (14) 

3. ‘Young man arise’  

E. Widow’s son being carried in an open-casket (14-15) 

1. Jesus touches the casket (really just a plank) 

F. Jesus gave him back to his mother (15) 

G. Consider Him a great prophet (16) 

 

7:18-35 Jesus and John the Baptist 

A. John’s disciples report ‘all these things’ (18) 

B. John the Baptist inquires of Jesus if He is the ‘one who was to come’ (19; cf 3:15-18) 

1. Uncertainty on John’s part probably due to the fact that he is in prison and Jesus is being 

threatened by the religious leaders 

C. Summary of Jesus’ ministry to date along the line of Isa 61 (21) 

1. Only recovery of sight to the blind has not been narrated by Luke at this time (cf 18:35-

43)  

D. Jesus’ answer is that the prophecies of Isa 35:5, 6; 26:19; 29:18-19; 61:1 are being fulfilled 

(22) 

1. Ends with the ‘poor’ who have the Gospel preached to them 

2. Blessed is he who keeps from stumbling (23; cf Isa 8:14) 

a. (Cf 4:48-49; 20:18; 22-23) 

E. Disciples of John leave and Jesus teaches about JTB (24)  

F. “What did you go out to see?’ (3x; 24, 25, 26)  

1. A reed shaken by the wind? 

2. A man dressed in soft clothing? (25); clothes of a wealthy person   

3. A prophet? (26) 

G. Jesus explains that John is the greatest of men born from women (24-27) 

1. Yet, least in the Kingdom is greater than he (28) 

2. Because John was prior to Christ and, thus, not a member of the Kingdom of God 

inaugurated with Jesus’ death and Resurrection 

H. All the people and the tax gatherers acknowledge God’s justice (29)  

I. Pharisees and Scribes rejected God’s purpose for themselves (30) 

1. Refusal to be baptized by JTB was tantamount to refusing to repent (3:8)  

J. Parable of the Brats (Bock, IVP, 139)  

1. Men of this generation (31) 

2. They are like children (32)  

a. They play games and get angry when others do not follow their rules  
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K. JTB and Jesus are condemned for not acting in expected ways  

1. JTB ate no bread and drank no wine (33) 

a. You say he has a demon  

2. Son of Man has come eating and drinking (34)  

a. You say he is a glutton and drunkard and friend of sinners  

L. Wisdom is vindicated by her children (35) 

1. Wisdom’s children are those who align themselves with God’s purpose  

 

7:36-50 Sinful woman anoints Jesus and is forgiven 

A. Pharisee named Simon (36, 40) invites Jesus to dinner  

B. Sinful woman enters and anoints Jesus (37-38) 

1. Woman known in the city as a sinner suggest prostitute  

2. Yet, Jesus is a friend of sinners  

3. Intrudes; violating all laws of purity  

C. Alabaster vial of perfume (37)  

D. Simon had said to himself that if Jesus were a prophet, then He would know that the woman 

was a sinner (39) 

1. His objections were reasonable 

a. The woman’s acts would have been perceived as sexual  

b. Jesus’ permitting her to do this demonstrates that He lacks prophetic insight and 

that He fails to display conduct appropriate for one in Divine service  

2. Yet, they display a failure to grasp the Kingdom principles that Jesus has laid down 

E. Jesus answered—though Simon spoke only to himself! (i.e., He knew Simon’s thoughts; thus, 

He is more than a prophet!) (40)  

F. Simon addresses Jesus as ‘teacher’; a title of respect and usually indicates someone outside of 

Jesus’ circle of disciples, but one who is willing to listen 

G. Jesus explains to Simon that the one who is forgiven of a greater debt will love even more 

(41-43) 

1. Canceling debts is equated with ‘releasing’ the captives (4:18-19)  

2. (Simon’s ‘I suppose’ (43) displays an attitude of indignant indifference) 

3. This woman’s acts then are an expression of her love flowing from her debts being 

cancelled (we are not told when she was forgiven!) 

H. Simon did not: (44-46) 

1. Give water for His feet (minimal gesture of hospitality) 

2. Give Him a kiss (common form of greeting) 

3. Put oil on His head (gesture of kindness) 
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4. Simon’s concern for social conventions in condemning the woman did not carry over to 

his treatment of his guests 

5. Simon dishonors Jesus by not doing such things; yet he calls into question the woman’s 

acts toward Jesus 

I. Woman (in contrast to Simon; 44-46): 

1. Wet His feet with her tears and washed and wiped them (custom would have required 

Simon to was his feet)  

2. Not stopped kissing His feet (Simon should have greeted him with a kiss on the cheek)  

3. Poured perfume on his feet (Simon should have anointed his head with oil)  

4. Woman’s actions are not only honorable but extravagant  

J. Jesus forgives the woman’s sins (48-50) 

1. ‘Your faith has saved you’ (50) 

2. This proclamation by Jesus may have been for their ears; Jesus proclaims that she has 

repented and should be restored to the community—she is no longer impure 

3. Jesus’ words also assure her that she has been restored to the community; they are not 

merely words of spiritual salvation; ‘go in peace’ includes restoration to the community 

K. Who is this man? (49)  

1. They reject her when they ask this question; they fail to welcome her into the community 

 

 

Chapter 8 

8:1-3 

A. Began going from village to village (1) 

1. cf 4:43-44: mission  

B. 12 were ‘with Him’: essence of being an Apostle (Acts 1:21)  

C. The women who supported the ministry (2-3) 

1. Most are probably single women who would have been able to dispose of their resources 

more easily 

2. They are models of people who ‘hear and act’ (6:46-49) 

3. Mary Magdalene: from whom 7 demons were cast out 

a. Magdala (modern Migdal) 3 miles NE of Tiberius 

4. Joanna the wife of Chuza—Herod’s steward 

5. Susanna (unknown) 

6. Many others  

 



Dalrymple  Gospel of Luke 1-8 

31 

8:4-9:17 Call to Faith and the Revelation of Who Christ is 

8:4-21 The Parable of the Sower  

A. Speaks parable to the crowd (4) 

1. Lit. ‘spoke parabolic’ not ‘a parable’ 

a. He is not telling them a story as much as He is interpreting for them what 

happens when He preaches about the KOG (1) 

2. Parables illustrates the variety of responses to Jesus’ preaching (cf Isa 55:11) 

3. Fundamental difference between the good soil and the others is that it produced a harvest!  

a. Birds could eat seeds on any soil  

b. Also, even good soil has thorns 

c. Jesus is simply making a distinction based on what one does with the Word  

B. ‘He who has ears to hear let him hear’ (8; Matt 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mark 4:9, 23; 7:16; Luke 8:8; 

9:44; 14:35; Ezek 3:27) 

C. Disciples request and explanation (9) 

D. Jesus’ reply distinguishes only 2 groups (10) 

1. You: granted to know   

2. The rest: to them Jesus speaks in parabolically 

E. Seed is the Word of God; preaching of the Kingdom (11) 

1. In associating the seed with the Word, Jesus puts Himself in the story of ancient Israel  

2. Jesus is now the One who discloses the will of YHWH    

F. Soils represent: 

1. Road/Path: Hear the Word and the Devil takes it away from them and they do not believe 

(12) 

a. Satan is instrumental in the death of Christ (22:3, 31, 53)  

2. Rocky places: Had no root: initial commitment proved to be only superficial; Believe for 

a while (13; Matt 24:13; Luke 8:15) 

3. Thorns: at first appear to be real disciples, but ‘life’s worries’ overcome them (14; 6:24; 

12:16-21; 14:12; 16:1, 19, 21-22; 18:23, 25; 19:2; 21:1; 1 John 2:15-17) 

4. Good soil: bears crop 100 fold (8): Normal soil yields 35 fold (15)  

G. Jesus explains that a true disciple is one who applies the word (16-18) 

1. The lamp is not to be hidden: i.e., take the message of Christ to the world  

2. ‘Nothing is hidden that shall not become evident’ (17) 

a. Jesus’ words are available to all who choose to hear it 

3. Take care how you listen (19) 

a. For them, what they have will be taken away (by the devil; cf 8:12) 
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H. Who are His mother and brothers: ‘Those who hear God’s word and put it into practice’ (19-

21) 

 

8:22-9:17 Jesus’ power and Authority 

8:22-25 Jesus quiets the storm  

A. He and his disciples (22) 

1. Probably just the 12 

B. Violent storm arises on the Sea of Galilee (23) 

C. Master, Master (24) 

1. He is their master, but He is more than just the person in charge of the boat; He will show 

Himself to be the Lord over the Creation!  

D. Jesus rebukes the storm (24) 

1. YHWH is Lord of the Sea; which is a place of evil power (Ps 65:7; 69:2-3, 15-16; 74:13-

14; 89:9; 104:4-9; 106:9; 107:23-30)  

2. May indicate a demonic source (cf. 4:13) 

E. Rebukes the disciples for having a lack of faith (25) 

1. In light of the parable, they have faith but it has not really been manifested 

2. Not a faith that would have caused to storm to dissipate, but a faith that God could have 

protected them! 

F. Who then is this! (25; 9:7-9, 18-20; 20:41-44; 23:49; Acts 2:30-36; 10:33-34; only God has 

control over nature: Ps 18:16; 104:3; 135:6-7; Nahum 1:4; Ps 107:23-30) 

 

8:26-39 Jesus heals the Gadarene demoniac 

A. They sailed to the region of the Gerasenes; opposite Galilee—Gentile territory (26) 

1. Links with the previous account by reference to the boat 

B. Man lived naked in the tombs (27; name was ‘legion’ because so many demons had entered 

him) 

1. Man who was possessed by demonic beings (27, 35, 29, 33, 36, 38) 

2. Everything is unclean here: 

a. Gentile territory (26) 

b. Unclean spirit; Demoniac (29) 

c. Tombs (27) 

d. Pigs (32) 

C. Acknowledges that Jesus is the son of the Most High God (28; 4:1-13; 1:32, 35; Acts 16:17) 

1. Use of name invokes authority over person  

2. Note: Jesus asks for the demons name (30)  
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D. Begs not to go into the Abyss (31) 

1. Place of confinement for demonic beings (1 Enoch 10:4-6; 18:11-16; Jub 5:6-10; Rev 

9:1; 20:1-3) 

2. Often another term for Hell 

3. Another term for the sea 

E. Demons cast into herd of pigs and run into the lake (32-33)  

F. Man is sitting—clothed—at Jesus’ feet (35) 

1. Now he is clothed (35) 

2. Sitting at Jesus’ feet (35); a disciple sits at the feet of a rabbi  

3. In his right mind (35) 

G. They became frightened (36-37)  

H. Man begs to ‘be with’ Jesus (38); he wants to become a disciple  

I. Return to your house and describe the great things God has done for you (39-40) 

1. Man was displaced and alienated; Jesus attempts to restore him 

J. Man obeys; telling about what great things Jesus has done  

1. Man now has a share in Jesus’ ministry  

2. Man tells of the mighty acts of God/Jesus (4:43) 

 

8:40-56 Jesus raises Jairus’ daughter  

A. Returns (40) 

1. Back to Palestine; to the land of the Jews  

B. Jairus synagogue ruler whose daughter was dying (41-42) 

C. Crowds pressing in on Him (42) 

1. Crowds begin to take on a less positive role  

2. In the words of the sower they are choking in on Him (only 2x it is used in Lucan 

material: 14, 42)  

D. On the way to Jairus’ house a woman suffering from bleeding for 12 years (43) 

1. Leaves her in a state of perpetual impurity  

E. Woman touches Jesus (44; Lev 15:19-31: makes Jesus unclean) 

1. Immediately she is made well!  (cf 55) 

F. Jesus asks who touched Him? (45) 

1. Power has gone out (5:17; 6:19) 

G. Peter replies (45) 

1. Peter’s address of ‘Master’ and his question suggest that he still doesn’t get it 
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H. Woman saw that she had not escaped notice (47) 

1. Jesus forces her from a place of exclusion to the community to a place of public 

proclamation 

2. She confesses ‘in the presence of all the people’  

I. ‘Daughter’ your faith has saved you (48; cf. 7:50) 

1. After she publicly confesses Jesus affirms that she is saved!  

2. The use of ‘daughter’ affirms that she is part of the community  

J. Someone from Jairus’ house informs them that his daughter is dead (49) 

K. ‘Do not be afraid any longer; only believe, and she shall be made well’ (50) 

L. Jesus takes Peter, James, and John and tells the people that she is only sleeping (51) 

1. Jesus means it metaphorically in that Her death will not last 

M. Jesus takes her by the hand (54) 

1. Impurity  

N. Jesus commands her to rise (54) 

O. Her spirit returned (55) 

1. Death is the leaving of the spirit  

P. Give her something to eat  

1. Restores her to the community as symbolized in the sharing of food 

 

 


