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Introduction to the New Testament 

1. Mark 1:1-4:  What does the quote from Isaiah 40 tell us?  

A. Isa 40-55 is about Israel’s restoration from exile 

 

 

2. Mark 1:4, 9 JTB baptizing with a baptism of repentance: why then was Jesus 

baptized?  

A. Deut 30:2, 8; Lev 26:40-45; Isa 44:22; 45:22; 46:8; 55:7; 3:10, 12, 14, 22; 4:1; 5:3; 15:19; 
18:8; 24:7; 31:18; Ezek 14:6; 18:30, 32; Hos 3:5; 6:1; 7:10; 11:5; 12:6; 14:1-2; Joel 2:12, 13; 
Hag 2:17; Zech 1:3-6; 10:9-10 

1. Compare the prayers of repentance in Dan 9; Ezra 9; Neh 9;  

 

3. Mark 1:4; Luke 1:77 
A. Forgiveness of sins is another way of saying ‘return from exile’ (Jer 31:31-34; 33:4-11; Ezek 

36:24-33; 37:21-23; Isa 52-55; see references above)  

 

4. Mark 1:14: KOG is at hand  

A. KOG/KOH: Jewish way of talking about Israel’s God becoming King  

1. KOG is when YHWH comes in power to rule the world 

2. KOG is when YHWH vindicates Israel  

3. KOG also meant that the pagan rulers would be judged  

B. Early Christians: the story has no reference to national, racial, or geographical liberation of 
Israel  

C. ‘If you have ears to hear’: suggests a certain cryptic nature and that secrecy is necessary 

 

5. Luke 4:16-30 Jesus announces that He has come to fulfill Isaiah!  But it will not look 

like what they thought it would be 
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6. Luke 6:20-37   

 

7. Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-19 Chooses the 12  

A. Jesus forms: 

1. Just like the followers of: 

2. Jesus describes them:  

 

8. Mark 7:14-23 All foods are clean 

A. Renewal of the covenant and renewal of the heart go together: Cf Deut 30:6-10; Jer 31:33; 
32:38-40: both inner and outward are now clean 

 

9. Matt 21:33-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19 Because of the rejection of Jesus the 

KOG is given to others  

 

10. Luke 22:24-27; John 13:12-16 Jesus’ Kingship is one of submission  

 

11. Mark 8:34-38; Luke 22:28-38 Discipleship means taking up our crosses  

 

12. Matt 28:16-20; Luke 24:45-49 The Great Commission 
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The Religious Groups in Palestine 

I. Pharisees  

A. Name from Hebrew Parush: “separated” 

B. Believed in a strict following of the Law of Moses  

C. Scribes: Professional students and teachers of the Law 

D. Party of the people; Favored by the masses 

E. Primary group that Jesus challenged; probably due to the facts that: 

1. Teachings 

2.  Influence  

F. Did not approve of the Roman rule, but tolerated it 

II. Sadducees  

A. Aristocrats 

B. Only believed in those doctrines that were taught in the Torah 

C. Rejected much of the Pharisees traditions 

D. Approved of Roman rule 

III. Herodians  

A. Mentioned only 3x in NT (2 in opposition to Jesus with the Pharisees)  

B. Aligned with Sadducees politically and religiously, by the time of the 1st century  

IV. Priests  

A. Levites and priests  

B. Represent the people before God  

C. Primary duties were pertaining to the sacrifices; also pronounced blessings; maintenance of 
Temple; collecting tithes 

D. NT era they were predominately Sadducees  

E. HP was very powerful; collecting taxes, supervising Temple operations, and representing Jews 
before Rome 
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F. Annas (High Priest AD 6-15) 

G. Caiaphas (High Priest AD 18-36)  

V. Chief Priests  

A. Appear to have been members of the Sanhedrin  

VI. Scribes  

A. Writing skills made them valuable persons; political advisors, diplomats, etc. (economically were 
comprised of members of all strata of society) 

B. Came to be viewed as interpreters of the Law  

C. Hillel and Shammai  

VII.  Sanhedrin 

A. Jewish ruling council (70+ High Priest) 

B. Primary members were the Chief Priests; then the Scribes  

C. Met on the western boundary of the Temple Mount in the hall of hewn stone 

D. Trials in day 

VIII. Zealots 

A. Believed that only Jews were permitted to rule over Israel 

B. Generally resented by the people 

C. Generally agreed with Pharisees except in their passion for liberty  

IX. Samaritans 

A. Located between Judea and Galilee: Mt Gerizim  

B. Only accepted 5 books of Moses  

C. Denied belief in the Resurrection 

D. Believed that a prophetic figure would come in accord with Deut 18:18 

E. Established for some time a rival sanctuary in Mt. Gerizim and later Shechem 
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X. Essenes 

A. Located on the North-Western shore of the Dead Sea 

B. Pliny the Elder wrote Natural History AD 77:  

- Without women; Renounced all sexual desires; Have no money; Only palm trees for 
company; Refugees from life’s trials join them daily 

C. Biblical writers referred in his prophecy to the later days and not his own time 

D. God had revealed all his mysteries to the “Teacher of Righteousness” 

E. Determinism 

1. Essenes: Fate is the mistress of all things and that nothing befalls men unless it be in 
accordance with her decree 

2. Pharisees: certain works are acts of fate 

3. Sadduccees do not believe in fate 

F. Dead Sea Scrolls (first discovered in 1946/47)  

1. Importance for the NT? 
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Intro to the Gospels 

Gospel of Matthew 
I. Time and Place 

A. Early to mid 60’s-80’s? 

II. Purpose 

A. Jesus is Immanuel (1:23; 28:20) 

B. Jesus as the fulfillment of the story of Israel 

C. 1:21: ‘He will save His people from their sins’ 

III. Distinctive Features 

A. Most Jewish of all the Gospels 

1. 61 OT quotes; Mark 31; Luke 26; John 16 

B. Makes abundant use of the Old Testament Prophets; with a fulfillment formula; in order 
to show that Jesus has fulfilled them; or, that they are fulfilled in Christianity (1:22-23; 
2:5-6, 15, 17, 23; 8:17; 12:18-21; 13:35) 

C. Teaching of Jesus  

1. Five sections: 5-7; 10, 13, 18, 23-25; or seven: 5-7; 10, 11, 13, 18, 23, 24-25 

D. Kingdom: Kingdom of Heaven 32x (10x: introduces parables with ‘kingdom of heaven is 
like . . .); Kingdom of God 5x; Kingdom 5x; Kingdom of their father; kingdom of my 
father; kingdom of the Son of Man; Sometimes the Kingdom is clearly future (25:31); 
sometimes it is present in Jesus (4:17; 12:28) 

 

Gospel of Mark 
I. Author 

A. John Mark (Acts 12:12) 

1. Mother: Mary 

2. Labored with Peter in Rome (1 Pet 5:13) 

B. Wrote with the assistance of Peter 
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II. Time and Place 

A. Date of writing: early to mid 60’s (65)? 

III. Purpose 

A. To demonstrate that Jesus is the Son of God (1:1) 

1. We learn who Jesus is by what He does  

2. Climaxes with 8:29: ‘Who do you say I am?’ 

B. To project Christian faith in a context of suffering and martyrdom 

IV. Distinctive Features 

A. May have been the 1st Gospel written 

B. Sandwich technique: narrative is interrupted with a second, somewhat unrelated story 

1. Middle section often contains the theological key (faith; discipleship; etc) 

C. Jesus as the Son of God 

1. Appears at the beginning of the Gospel (1:1) 

2. And at the closing (15:39) 

D. Discipleship  

1. Disciple must also serve in humility (10:42-45) 

2. Discipleship is defined in proximity to Jesus (1:16-20; 3:13, 34; 4:1-20; 10:52) 

 

Gospel of Luke 
I. Author 

A. Luke: Gentile; from Antioch?; Companion of Paul during his missionary campaigns; 
Physician (Col 4:14) 

II. Time and Place 

A. To: Theophilus (‘Lover of God’): 60’s-80’s: clearly written before Acts (Acts 1:1-2) 
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III. Purpose 

A. Historical (1:1-4): Luke/Acts is a 2 volume narrative of the Life of Christ and the Growth 
of the Christian Church 

B. God’s plan of salvation and the triumph of God’s word about Jesus 

1. Birth announcement and the great commission stress that God is fulfilling His 
promises in Jesus 

2. Luke addresses the question as to how Gentiles could be saved  

IV. Distinctive Features 

A. Parables: 28 of the 40 parables in the Gospels appear in Luke 

B. Emphasis on the Humanity of Christ and compassion for: 

1. Samaritans and Gentiles (10:25-37; 17:11-19; 14:23) 

2. Tax Collectors and Sinners (5:30; 7:34; 15:1, 11-32; 18:9-14; 19:1-10) 

3. Women (1-2; 2:25-38; 7:36-50; 8:1-3; 10:38-42; 13:18-21; 14:1-6; 15:3-10) 

4. Poor (4:18; 6:20; 14:7-24; 16:19-31) 

 

Gospel of John 

A. Time and Place 

1. From Ephesus to the Church universal  

B. Purpose 

1. ‘That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God . . . and may have life in His 
name’ (20:31) 

2. Thesis statement: God the Son has ‘made the Father known’ (1:18) 

3. Climax: ‘Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father’ (14:9) 

C. Theological Emphases 

1. Who Jesus is 

D. Irony  

1. Ironies: the opponents of Jesus are given to making statements about Him that are 
derogatory, sarcastic, etc., yet, are true or more meaningful than they suppose; John 
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presents such statement but leaves them unanswered—supposing his audience will see 
the deeper truth  

a. That the Jews missed the very Messiah they were looking for (1:11, 45; 5:39-40; 
whole Gospel) 

b. The Jews claim to know where Jesus is from (7:27); yet, they refuse to accept the 
truth that He is from God (7:28) 

c. Pilate’s: ‘here is the man’ (19:5; ecce homo) 

E. Misunderstandings 

1. Misunderstanding: Jesus makes a statement that is ambiguous or metaphorical and his 
partner in conversation responds by taking Jesus’ remark literally—thus showing that 
the spiritual meaning has eluded him; the narrator (John) then explains the true 
meaning; leading to a deeper revelation 

2. Occurrences of misunderstanding:  

a. 2:19-21 Temple  

b. 3:3-5 Born again  

c. 4:10-15 Living water  

d. 4:31-34 Food  

e. 6:32-35 Bread from Heaven  

f. 6:51-53 My Body  

g. 7:33-36 Where I am going you cannot come  

h. 8:21-22 I am going 

i. 8:31-35 The Truth sets you free  

j. 8:56-58 Seeing the day of My coming 

k. 11:11-15 Sleep  

l. 11:23-25 Your brother will rise  

m. 12:32-34 Lifted up from the Earth 

n. 13:36-38 You cannot follow me now 

o. 14:4-6 Where I am going  

p. 14:7-9 You have seen the Father  

q. 16:16-19 A little while  
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Acts and the Kingdom 

Acts  

I. Purpose  

A. To show the growth of Christianity from Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and the ends of 
the World 

B. Emphasis is on the person and work of the Holy Spirit (1:4, 8; 3:12, 13) who equips the 
Apostles 

II. Key Points 

A. The Resurrection of Jesus is the main focus of their testimonies 

B. Disciples preach in the Name of Jesus as fulfillment of Joel 2:32 (4:12) 

 

Acts and the Fulfillment of the Kingdom 

1. Acts 1:1-8 

A. Resurrected Jesus is now Lord of all  

1. Acts is a story of the early Christian mission 

a. Matt ends (28:18-20) 

b. Luke ends (24:45-48) 

c. John ends (20:21) 

2. Resurrection is revolutionary  

3. The early Christian message is:  

4. 1 Thess 4:15-17 parousia  

a. In its regular usage the word connected the ideas of arrival and presence (cp 
Eng. ‘visit’) 

b. Takes place from heaven (1 Thess 4:16; Matt 24:30; 2 Thess 1:7) 

i. With clouds (1 Thess 4:17; Matt 24:30; Mark 13:26; Luke 21:27) 

ii. With angels (1 Thess 3:13; 2 Thess 1:7; Matt 24:31; Mark 13:27; Matt 
25:31 

iii. With power and glory (2 Thess 1:9; Matt 24:30; 25:31)  
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iv. Announced by trumpet blasts (1 Thess 4:16; Matt 24:31; 1 Cor 15:52; Rev 
11:15) 

5. Matthew agrees when he notes: ‘all authority in heaven and Earth is given to me’ (Matt 
28:18) 

B. The commission to the nations (Acts 1:6-8) 

1. Work of the Church: (Luke 24:47) 

2. Is this the time you are restoring the Kingdom? (1:6) 

a. This Kingdom will come by the Spirit led witness of Jesus in Jerusalem . . . end of 
the world 

b. 1:8 serves as thematic statement for Acts 

i. Acts 1-7 Jerusalem-Judea 

ii. Acts 8-12 Judea-Samaria  

iii. Acts 13-28 Ends of the Earth  (28:31 looks back to 1:6-8) 

C. Story of the Kingdom is being told without reference to traditional symbols  

1. Baptism and Communion replace the basic symbols of:  

2. Family is redefined as: (Mark 3:34-35) 

3. Racial distinctions: (Eph 2:11-22; Gal 3:28)  

4. Land: (Rom 4:13; Eph 6:3; Acts 1:6-8)  

5. Food laws: but ‘righteousness, peace, and joy (Rom 14:17) 

 

2. Acts 1:4-5, 8; Coming of the Holy Spirit  John 14:16-18, 26; 15:26; 16:7-11, 12-15  

A.  “The Father . . .will give you another counselor . . . the Spirit of Truth”; Paraclete; 
Comforter: Counselor: Advocate: Helper ( 5 Paraclete sayings  in John 14:26; 15:26; 16:7-11, 
12-15) 

1. Jesus is leaving them; but not as orphans (14:18)  

2. The Holy Spirit will be with and in them (14:17) 

3. He will convict the world of sin (16:8-11) 

4. Spirit of Truth (16:12-15) 

5. Role of the Spirit:  

i. Bring to their remembrance all that Jesus taught (14:26) 

ii. Bear witness of Jesus (15:26) 

iii. Convict the world of sin (16:8-11) 

iv. Guide them into all truth and disclose what is to come (16:13) 
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B. Immanuel Principle: Lev 26:11-13; Ezek 37:24-28; Rev 21:1-7; 2 Cor 6:14-7:1 

 

3. Acts 2:14-21 Outpouring of the HS 

 

4. Acts 2:42  

A. Church carries forward what Jesus started 

B. Apostle’s teaching   

C. Fellowship (koinonia) 

D. Breaking of bread 

E. Prayer  

 

5. 1 Cor 1:18-25 How might this Gospel have been received? 

A. Jews:  

B. Gentiles:  

 

 

Acts and the Growth of the Kingdom 

 

1. Acts 3:11-26 

 

2. Acts 6:8-8:1 Deacons: Stephen is stoned 

 

3. Diaspora  

A. More Jews living outside Palestine than in it 

 

4. Acts 9:1-19 Saul is converted  

 

5. Acts 13:1-14:28  Paul and Barnabas: 1st Missionary Journey 
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6. Introduction to Epistles  

A. NT letters are arranged by Pauline and General letters  

1. Hebrews  

2. Paul’s letters are arranged by:  

3. General letters are arranged by:  

B. Letters were intended for larger audience (Col 4:16; 1 Thess 5:27; 2 Tim 4:22)  

C. These letters were written for a specific audience and to a specific situation 

 

7. Galatians 2:11-21 

 

Galatians 

A. Galatians: Time and Place 

 

B. Galatians: Background  

1. Agitators who are trying to impose the entire Jewish law upon the gentile converts: 
circumcision, observance to the calendar, dietary restrictions 

2. Paul attempts to argue that Gentiles, because they imitate Abraham’s faith and because 
they are in Christ, are Abraham’s heirs and children of the promise 

3. Paul argues: 

a. Law cannot be kept (2:15-16; 3:10-14) 

b. Those who do not keep the law are under a curse (Deut 27:26) 

4. Therefore, Paul is affirming the Jewish view that no one is justified by following the law; 
and then affirms that one must therefore be justified by faith 

5. Paul, after affirming the Jewish conception that salvation cannot come through the law, 
offers the remedy: 

a. It is through faith 

b. Faith is in Christ 

c. Christ has fulfilled the OT (in that the law revealed sin and our need for a 
redeemer) it is now obsolete; and He has established the Law of Faith 

C. Purpose 

1. 2 key passages in Rom and Gal are Gen 15 and Deut 30  

a. God called Abraham that through his family God would rescue the world 
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b. Accomplished through Christ  

2. Inadequacy of the law for Salvation 

a. New era has come in which God has established a new covenant community 

b. To reintroduce the old barriers that divide Jews and Gentiles meant a return to 
the curse for those who did not keep it and to deny the coming of Christ and the 
work of the Spirit  

 

 

Acts and the Continued Growth 
Romans and Corinthians 

‘I will show him how much he must suffer for my name’ Acts 9:16 

8. Acts 15:1-5, 6-11, 12, 13-18, 19-21 Jerusalem council  

  

9. Acts 15:36-41;  Second Missionary Journey (AD 49-52)  

A. Two journeys!  

 

10. 16:1-3, 6-7, 8-10 Lystra, Derbe, Antioch, Troas, Philippi 

A. Timothy joins  

B. Luke joins  

C. Philippi: Roman Colony  

D. Paul and Silas, Roman citizens, are arrested, beaten, and imprisoned 

 

11. Acts 17:1-9  Thessalonica, Berea, Athens 

A. Trouble in Thessalonica  

B. Forced out by Jews (Acts 17:5) 

C. Paul, Silas and Timothy forced to Berea 

D. Paul continues on to Athens 

 

12.  Acts 18:1-4, 12-17 Corinth   

A. Aquila and Priscilla  
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B. Claudius (41-54) expelled the Jews: ‘Indulging in constant riots at the instigation of 
Chrestus’ 

1. Late 40’s Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome  

C. He remains for 18 mo’s (Acts 18:11) 

D. Christianity is given status as a ‘legal religion’ (Gallio was proconsul in AD 51-52)  

E. During his stay he writes 1 & 2 Thessalonians (AD 51) 

 

1st & 2nd Thessalonians 

A. Thessalonica 

1. Largest and most important city in Macedonia 

2. Via Egnatia: Roman highway to east through Thessalonica 

3. Free city in Roman empire 

B. Correspondence 

1. Paul makes several attempts to visit Thessalonica (1 Thess 2:17-18)  

2. Writes 1 Thessalonians from Corinth (winter AD 49-50?) 

3. Paul writes 2 Thessalonians also from Corinth (shortly thereafter?)  

 

C. Purpose (1 Thessalonians) 

1. Thanksgiving/relief that the Church is doing well despite their perils and lack of 
Paul’s personal leadership (1 Thess 3:6-10)  

2. Some have personally attacked Paul (1 Thess 2:1-12) 

3. Timothy reports that some have gone astray: Into sexual immorality (4:1-8); 
Regarding work (4:11-12; 5:14; cf 2 Thess 3:10) 

4. Some have erroneous views of the Second Coming: 

a. Some concluded that the Second Coming of Christ was so imminent that 
they didn’t need to continue working (4:11-12) 

D. Purpose (2 Thessalonians) 

1. Church had remained strong despite persecution (1:3-4) 

2. Things, however, have worsened in Thessalonica  

3. Main concerns are over eschatology (end-times); especially the advent of the 
Day of the Lord  

a. Someone sent a forged report to the Church (allegedly from Paul) saying 
that the Day of the Lord had already begun (2:1-12) 
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4. Some have still not returned to work (3:6-15)  

 

13. Acts 18:23, 24-28; 19:1-7  Third Missionary Journey (AD 53-57)  

A. Apollos 

B. Ephesus 

C. Writes 1 Corinthians (Spring AD 55) 

 

1st Corinthians  

A. Setting  

1. From Ephesus Spring AD 55 

B. City of Corinth 

1. Located at the South-western end of the 4 ½ mile Corinthian Isthmus; which 
separated the Saronic and Corinthian gulfs 

2. Large flux of commerce would flow across the Isthmus 

3. Made a Roman colony by Julius Caesar in AD 44 

4. Population: 80,000  

5. City became known for its immorality: Highest point of the city was the Temple 
of Aphrodite ‘goddess of love’ 

a. At one time 1,000 sacred prostitutes served her temple (Strabo; though 
the evidence suggests that the temple was not large enough for such 
activity  

b. Greek verb ‘to corinthianize’ meant ‘to practice sexually immorality’ 

c. And ‘Corinthian girl’ meant a woman of loose morals 

6. Corinth was well known for its ‘patrons’: wealthy, influential persons who took 
on individuals or whole families as ‘clients’: providing them with land, jobs, 
money, and legal protection; the clients would then offer them various services, 
including political support  

C. Recipients  

1. Mostly Gentiles with a small Jewish contingency  

2. Mostly from the lower economic strata (1:26) 

3. Former idolaters (6:10-11; 8:7; 12:2); attendees at Temple feasts  
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D. Purpose: To deal with the problems and divisions in the Church as well as the items that 
they brought up in a letter in to him  

1. Much contention between Corinth and Paul; the majority of the letter can be 
understood as contending with them and arguing that he was right and they 
were wrong; uses irony, ‘do you not know . . .’ (10x) and ‘if anyone thinks that he 
is . . .’ (3x) 

a. They probably looked at themselves as spiritual elite—at the level of the 
angels—and the presence of glossolalia was proof of this; note the use of 
‘wisdom, knowledge, and spiritual’  

2. Divisions in the Church (1:10-12) 

3. Immorality in the Congregation 5:1-13 (chs 5-6) 

4. Lawsuits among believers (6:1-11) 

5. Some concluded to above sin and thus: ‘everything is permissible’( 6:12; 10:23) 

6. Some concluded that marriage and all forms of sex were unacceptable (7:1-16) 

7. Foods and things sacrificed to idols (8:1-11:1) 

8. Intense disorder in the services (11:2-14:40) 

a. Improprieties (11:2-16) 

b. Favoritism and divisions in communion (11:17-34) 

c. Spiritual gifts (12:1-14:40) 

i. Some put too high of an emphasis on lesser gifts (14:1): glossolalia 
was proof for them that they were already at the spiritual level of 
the angels  

ii. Paul explains that one must discern the source of an utterance 
(12:1-3) 

iii. Gifts must be used to edify the Church (12:7) and, therefore, in 
love (13) 

9. Some denied the belief in the Resurrection (15:1-58) 

 

2nd Corinthians  

A. Setting  

1. From Ephesus 3rd Missionary Journey (AD 55) 

2. Time of 1st Corinthians Paul intended to visit (1 Cor 4:18-21) 

3. He, however, modified this plan and decided to visit Corinth twice (2 Cor 1:15, 
16-20)  
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4. Paul made an emergency visit to Corinth (2 Cor 13:1, 2) 

a. Painful visit (2:1) 

b. Gave them strong warning (13:2) 

c. Deeply humiliated (12:21)—when someone defied his authority 

B. Purpose 

1. Still some who continued to question his Apostolic authority 

2. Some from Jerusalem (11:22) tried to undermine Paul’s authority 

a. These claimed to be ‘super-Apostles’ (11:5; 12:11) 

b. They claimed special visions as proof (12:1) 

c. They claimed to have letters of recommendation (3:1) 

d. They claimed that no teaching was valid unless it was approved by the 
Jerusalem apostles (10:12-18) 

e. However, they were teaching another Gospel (11:4; cf Gal 1:8, 9) 

f. Paul says they are servants of Satan (11:13-15) 

3. Paul’s defense of his Apostolic office: 

a. Appointed by Christ (1 Cor 9:1) 

b. Body bears the marks of an Apostle (2 Cor 11:23-29) 

c. Performed miracles, signs and wonders (2 Cor 12:12) 

 

14. Acts 20:1-6, 7 Corinth  

A. Offering for Jerusalem (1 Cor 16:1-9)  

B. Writes Romans  

 

15. Romans 

A. Historical Background 

1. Late 40’s Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome  

2. Many Romans were perhaps glad to see the Jews gone and sorry to see them 
return 

3. Many gentile Christians may well have adopted a theology that suggested that 
God had endorsed the expulsion; i.e., God had expelled the Jews from the 
covenant for their rejection of Jesus  
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4. The recipients of Romans may well have included persons from 2 groups: 

a. Jewish Christians who were uncertain about fellowshipping with Gentiles 
who eat forbidden foods (12-16) 

b. Gentile Christians who thought Jews were no longer permitted into the 
Kingdom (9-11) 

5. Paul explains that God has called into existence a people composed of Jews and 
Gentiles who are led by God’s Spirit and are defined not by Torah but by Faith, 
through whom all God’s promises have been fulfilled 

B. Purpose 

1. Advise them of his travel plans and his hope to visit them and minister to the 
unreached areas of the Roman world (15:17-33) 

2. God’s righteousness has been revealed: that is He has been faithful to the 
covenant 

a. Not about how humans can be saved; but about God’s faithfulness: the 
faithfulness of Christ (cf Gal 2:16) 

3. 2 key passages in Rom and Gal are Gen 15 and Deut 30  

c. God called Abraham that through his family God would rescue the world 

d. Accomplished through Christ 

4. Advise them on the basics of the doctrine of Salvation: in light of the fact that 
they had never been visited by an Apostle (1:11) 

5. In a master theological treatise Paul explains what God has done for the world 
through the Messiah (chs 1-8) 

a. Esp in chs 5-8 Jesus is the lens through which we must view God’s saving 
plan for all salvation 

b. The argument of 1-8 then leads to the conclusion of 9-11  

6. Israel has failed if they continue to pursue the law and the evidence that they are 
God’s covenant people (as a matter of works; 9:32) 

 

 

Acts Growth to Rome 

Prison Epistles 

16. Acts 20:1-7, 16, 17-38 

A. Paul heads for Jerusalem  

B. Address to the Ephesian Elders  
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17. Acts 21:17-26, 27-40  

A. Paul arrives in Jerusalem  

B. Paul’s address to the Jews 

 

18. Acts 22-28  

A. Defense before the Jews  

B. Removed to Caesarea  

C. Trials before Felix  

D. Felix was recalled to Rome by Nero for the bloodshed he caused among the Jews of Caesarea  

E. Trial before Festus  

F. Trial before Herod Agrippa  

G. Appeals to Rome  

 

19. Prison Epistles: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Philemon 

A. Setting for the Prison Epistles 

1. Philippians we learn that Epaphroditus had been sent to Paul with a gift from Philippi (Phil 3) 

2. Epaphras had been sent from the Churches of Colosse, Laodicea, and Hierapolis (Col 4:12, 13) 

3. Onesimus was a slave who apparently ran away to Rome.  He was evangelized by some 
Christians who brought him to Paul  

4. When Tychicus and Onesimus travel to Colosse they must port in or near Ephesus 

 

Ephesians  

A. Themes  

1. Reconciliation and unity in Christ are central to Ephesians (1:9-10)  

2. High Christology: but with a focus on Christ’s exaltation more than His Death 

a. Even the believer is spoken in terms of his/her being raised with Christ (2:5-6)  

3. Letter lays a stress on the contrast between our former way of life and our new life in Christ  

4. Church is: a body; a building; a temple; in Christ; a bride; a new humanity; a family; a marriage 
(Ephesians has a high ecclesiology)  

B. Purpose 

1. Addressed more to the Gentile members of the Church in Ephesus 

a. Focus: Ch 1-3: Inclusion of the Gentiles with the Jews into the Church 
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b. Focus: Ch 4-6: Responsibilities of the New converts  

 

Philippians  

A. Background 

1. Paul conditions in Rome were difficult: some success, but much opposition; the Philippians 
mounted an effort to send Paul another gift (4:18) 

a. In Philippi, the agitators had begun to make inroads into the church (1:27-30; 3:2, 18-
19); physical needs were causing them concerns (4:6, 19); all of which created some 
disagreements, which lead to selfishness (2:1-4); dissension among Euodia and Syntyche 
and the general health of the church was failing (2:14-16; 4:2-3) 

2. Philippi sends Epaphroditus to assist Paul, but requests Paul send Timothy  

a. Enroute Epaphroditus falls gravely ill; report reached Philippi and caused them great 
concern 

b. Epaphroditus reached Rome  

c. Paul felt that Timothy was of too great a support in Rome to warrant sending him to 
Philippi (2:19-20) 

d. Paul knew they would be disappointed to see Epaphroditus and not Timothy; so he pens 
this letter of comfort and joy; and rebuke and encouragement 

B. Purpose 

1. Church had sent Epaphroditus to Rome in order to assist Paul and with a gift for him and 

Paul wrote to say thank you 

a. Epaphroditus, however, fell ill either enroute to Rome, or shortly after arriving in Rome: 
Once he became well, Paul wished to send him back (2:25-30) 

2. Minor disagreements among the members of the Church in Philippi 

a. Paul responds that they should be like-minded (2:2); and everyone should consider 
‘others better than themselves’ (2:3) 

 

Colossians  

A. Purpose 

1. Thanks is for the deliverance of Christ from the power of darkness (1:13-14): Exodus language; 
Victory of Christ over the powers (1:15-20) 
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2. Paul hopes that the Colossians grow in maturity in Christ! (1:28-29) 

3. Christian maturity is found through Christ and not through the Law and ‘wisdom’  

4. ‘Serious error’  was in some form of a claim that Judaism, with its nationalistic (which is 
ultimately racial) focus, was superior to Christ 

a. Paul writes in response: 

a. Don’t let them deprive you of your salvation (2:18); They follow the traditions of 
man (2:8); Their rules are destined to perish (2:22); They only appear to be wise 
(2:23); but their rules have no ability to restrain the sinful nature (despite their 
claims otherwise) 

b. Do not be persuaded by them when Christ is superior to all!; Christ is the Image 
of the invisible God (1:15); i.e., the Supreme Deity; Christ creator of all things—
both in the physical and spiritual realms (1:16); Christ created the angels (1:16); 
Christ possesses all knowledge (2:3); Christ defeated and disarmed His angelic 
adversaries when He became Flesh (1:19; 2:9) and died on the cross (2:13-15) 

 

Philemon   

A. To: Philemon 

1. Lived in Colosse (inferred from Col 4:9) 

2. Church met in his home (2; and plural use of ‘your’ 22) 

B. Purpose 

1. Send Onesimus back to Philemon out of respect for Philemon 

2. Onesimus was returning, however, with a request from Paul:  Namely, that Philemon would 
send Onesimus back to Rome so that he may continue to assist Paul and the Church there 

 

 

Paul and the Pastoral Epistles 

20. Paul after Acts 

A. Was Paul released?  

1. Gallio (Seneca’s brother) had ruled Christianity legal (18:15) 

2. The commander Claudius Lysias concluded he was not guilty, not worthy of death 
(23:29) 

3. At his trials in Caesarea the Jews never: 

a. Brought in the Gentile that Paul allegedly brought into the Temple 
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b. Provided the court with 2 eyewitnesses 

c. This would only serve to support the notion that the dispute with the Jews and 
Paul was over matters pertaining to the Law: however, there was nothing illegal 
to Roman law in this case 

4. Governor Festus and King Agrippa (a friend of Nero) declared him innocent: which they 
certainly would have expressed in their correspondence to Nero 

5. Paul certainly gained the favor of the Roman soldier who transported him to Rome 

6. Paul’s a Roman citizen who had already spent 4 years in jail 

7. His staying in a rented apartment implies the Romans weren’t too concerned with him 

8. It is doubtful—and probably implied in 28:21—that the Jews would even assume the 
expenses to bring legal experts to Rome for Paul’s trial 

B. What did Paul do if he was released? 

C. Travels to Aegean Sea area: Writes Pastoral Epistles 

1. Writes 1 Timothy: From Macedonia to Timothy in Ephesus? (1 Tim 1:3) 

2. Writes Titus: From somewhere in the Aegean Sea area to Titus on Crete (Titus 1:5) 

D. Arrested for the burning of Rome 

1. Perhaps Peter and Paul arrested by Aug. AD 65 

2. Writes 2 Timothy 

a. Fall of AD 64? (‘bring the cloak’ 2 Tim 4:13) 

b. Dungeon type imprisonment  

c. Already had preliminary trial (2 Tim 4:16) 

d. Knows his death is near (2 Tim 4:6, 7) 

 

Pastorals Epistles (1, 2 Timothy, Titus)  

A. Purpose 

1. Pastoral epistles: Prepare Timothy and Titus for ministry after Paul’s death (1 Tim 3:14, 
15) 

a. Oppose error with presentation of the Truth 

i. Note phrases: ‘faithful sayings’ and ‘worthy of full acceptance’ 

b. Guidance for ordering Church life 

i. Appoint elders and deacons 

ii. Provisions for ministry of the word 
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c. Heresy attacked: Paul encourages them to be on guard; check for error; and to 
preserve the sound teaching  

d. Paul’s response:  

i. Paul normally gives a reasoned approach to false teachers, but here he 
gives warnings and appeals 

2. Emphasis on personal godliness (1 Tim 3:15; 4:6-10; 6:11, 12) 

a. Constantly encourage to watch Beliefs and Conduct: 

i. Life and Doctrine (1 Tim 4:16) 

ii. Faith and good conscience (1 Tim 1:19) 

 

1 Timothy  

A. Personal correspondence of Paul to Timothy  

1. 4th missionary journey (AD 62-64) 

B. Preparation for ministry and church governing 

C. Timothy is presented in terms of a household code  

1. 1:3-11, 18-20: True doctrine is necessary because a family needs to know the rules: 
Doctrine is foundational 

2. 1:12-17 Mercy and forgiveness bind the family 

3. 2:1-7 protection is necessary from outside interference  

4. 2:8 Men must not generate strife among themselves but be united in petitions  

5. 2:9-10 Women must devote themselves to family service and not frivolities  

6. 2:11-14 Women must not usurp authority over a man  

7. 3:1-7 Family must have wise and competent overseers  

 

Titus  

A. Instructions to Titus in preparation for future ministry on Crete 

B. Distinctive Features:  

1. ‘Self-Controlled’: used of almost every group that Titus is to address (1:8; 2:2, 5, 6, 12) 

a. ‘Self-controlled (Gk sophronos): NASB ‘prudent’; Tit. 1:8 NASB ‘sensible’: 
moderation in all things; one who exercises good judgment in all circumstances; 
control over all bodily functions (physically; spiritually; emotionally; etc.) 

b. Each group addressed in Titus is counseled to have ‘self-control’ (1:6; 2:2; 2:5; 
2:6; 2:12) 
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c. Self-control is also a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:23) 

 

2 Timothy   

A. Author and Date 

1. To: Timothy: In Ephesus  

2. From: Jail in Rome (1:8; 4:16): Time: fall of AD 64 

B. Purpose:  

1. Timothy is commissioned to ‘kindle afresh the gift of God’ (1:6) 

2. Eight sections (1:8-12; 1:13; 1:14; 1:15-2:2; 2:3-13; 2:14-26; 3:1-9; 3:10-17) follow this 
charge each of which delineate the nature of Timothy’s commission 

i. 1:8-12: Timothy is to, ‘not be ashamed,’ but to ‘share in suffering.’   

ii. 1:13: he is to, ‘follow the pattern of sound words.’   

iii. 1:14: Paul adds, ‘guard the good deposit.’   

iv. 1:15-2:2: Paul imparts to Timothy, by means of two imperatives, that he is to ‘be 
strengthened,’ and ‘entrust to faithful men’ the message that ‘you have heard 
from me.’   

v. 2:3-13: Paul reiterates that Timothy is to ‘share in suffering,’  to ‘think over what 
I say,’ and to ‘remember Jesus Christ.’   

vi. 2:14-26: Paul, with the force of six imperatives, exhorts Timothy to, ‘remind 
them of these things;’ to ‘do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved;’ to ‘avoid irreverent babble;’ to ‘flee youthful passions;’ to ‘pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace;’ and finally to ‘have nothing to do with 
foolish, ignorant controversies.’   

vii. 3:1-9: Paul warns Timothy of the nature of the times, and by means of two 
imperatives, admonishes him to, ‘understand’ the nature and disposition of men 
in the last days, and to ‘avoid such people.’   

viii. 3:10-17: Paul, stressing the nature of this charge by employing an emphatic 
second person pronoun, commands Timothy, ‘but as for you, continue in what 
you have learned and firmly believed.’  

3. 4:1-8 serves to function in a summary fashion: i.e., as a reiteration and final summing up 
of the nature of Timothy’s duties.   

1. Paul charges Timothy to, ‘preach the word;’ to ‘be sober-minded;’ to, 
‘endure suffering;’ and to, ‘fulfill your ministry’  
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General Epistles and Revelation 

Hebrews  

A. Authorship: unknown 

B. Recipients were Jewish Christians 

1. Many within their community had recently returned to the Jewish faith 

2. Those who did so were pressuring those who remained to return as well 

3. Recipients had undergone some persecution (10:32-34) 

C. Purpose 

1. To show the superiority of Jesus to Judaism 

2. Author will constantly stop to remind/warn his readers/listeners to be careful not to 
follow away as some in their community have already done (2:1-2; 3:12-14) 

a. This includes reminders as to the consequences for those who do so (3:19; 4:5; 
6:4-9; 10:26-31) 

D. Contents 

1:1-3  Jesus is Superior to the Old Testament Prophets 

1:4-14  Jesus is Superior to the Angels  

3:1-19  Jesus is superior to Moses 

4:14-5:14  Superiority of Jesus’ Priesthood 

7:1-28  Superiority of Jesus’ Priesthood 

      Melchizedekian Priesthood           Levitical Priesthood 

7:1-3 Became a priest because of 
Greatness or Character 

Became priests because of lineage 
(Levites) 

7:2-5 Received tithes: because he was 
great 

Received tithes; because law requires 
it 

7:4-10 Abraham paid him tithes (recognizing 
his greatness) 

Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek; b/c he 
was in the loins of Abraham 
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7:11f Priesthood lasts forever (17, 21) Priesthood exists no more (12) 

7:23f Priest lives forever (16, 24) Priests died and were replaced (23) 

7:27 Holy, blameless; doesn’t need to 
sacrifice for Himself (26-27) 

First had to sacrifice for themselves 
(27) 

9:12 Entered the Holy Place with His own 
blood 

Enter the Holy place—after sacrificing 
for themselves—with the blood of 
goats and bulls 

7:27 Sacrificed ‘once for all’ Sacrificed ‘day after day’ (10:1, 2, 11) 

10:11-
12 

Work completed: so He ‘sat down’ Work never completed: ‘Stands . . . 
again and again offer the same 
sacrifices’ (never permitted to sit) 

 

James  

C. Purpose 

1. Encourage them in their persecutions (1:2-4) 

2. Wealthy oppressing (5:1-6) 

3. Warn against superficial faith (2:14-17) 

a. Builds off the Thesis statement of 1:22:  ‘Do not merely listen to the word and so 
deceive yourselves.  Do what it says’ 

b. Doing what it says means: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’ (2:8) 

4. Internal turmoil caused by false teachers (3:13-18) 

D. Structure  

1. 1:2-27 Introduction: Collection of sayings compiled in order to introduce the themes of 
2-5 

a. Forms 12 sections: 2-4; 5-8; 9-11; 12; 13-15; 16-17; 18; 19-20; 21; 22-25; 26; 27 

2. 2:1-5:20 Exposition (12 sections) 

a. 2:1-13 Partiality and the Law of Love 
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b. 2:14-26 Faith and Works 

c. 3:1-12 The Tongue 

d. 3:13-18 True and False Wisdom 

e. 4:1-10 A call to the double minded to repent 

f. 4:11-12 Against judging one another 

g. 4:13-17 Denunciation of Merchants 

h. 5:1-6 Denunciation of Landowners 

i. 5:7-11 Holding out till the parousia 

j. 5:12 Speaking the whole Truth 

k. 5:13-18 Prayer 

l. 5:19, 20 Reclaiming those who err 

E. James and Jesus  

1. 2:5—Luke 6:20 

2. 2:11—Matt 5:21-24 

3. 3:10-12—Matt 7:16-20 

4. 3:18—Matt 5:9 

5. 4:13-17—Matt 6:10 

6. 5:10,11—Matt 5:11,12 

7. 5:12—Matt 5:34-37 

 

I Peter   

A. To: Christians throughout Northern Asia Minor: Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia 
(1:1) 

1. The letter suggests that they have come from a pagan background (1:14, 18; 2:10, 25; 
4:3-4)  



Intro to the NT  Dalrymple    

29 
 

2. Peter portrays the people of God in terms befitting Israel (2:4-10) 

a. Terms like ‘Jewish’ and ‘Gentile’ are not used as ethnic identifiers, but as the 
readers standing before God  

3. Peter portrays his readers as an exilic people; strangers  

4. Focus is on Christian identity and behavior in a hostile world  

B. From: ‘Babylon’ (1 Pet 5:13) 

1. Common term for Rome in the early Church 

2. Refers to a city of great abominations (Rev 17, 18) 

C. Time: AD 62-64? 

1. They are suffering some form of persecution and scorn  

D. Purpose: Encourage them to live godly lives in the midst of persecution (5:12) 

1. So that the unbelievers may be won over by their good conduct (2:12) 

 

Jude  

A. Author: Jude; Brother of James (1); Servant of Jesus (1) 

B. Purpose 

1. 1:3 ‘To . . . urge you contend for the faith’ 

2. Warn them against gnostic false teachers 

a. Spiritual: Themselves; those who had the knowledge 

b. Psychic: Those who could potentially receive the knowledge  

c. Carnal: Those who cannot be won over 

2 Peter 

A. Purpose:  

1. Warn them against false teachers 

a. Gnostics who followed Jewish mythologies 
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b. Peter promises that God will punish them as he punish people in the past (ch 2) 

2. Explain the ‘delay’ in the 2nd Coming (3:1-10) 

 

1, 2, 3 John 

A. Setting: Mid 90’s? 

1. From Ephesus  

B. Audience:  

1. 1st John: recipients never identified 

2. 2nd John: Chosen lady and her children 

3. 3rd John: Gaius; dear friend: Unidentified  

C. Purpose: 1st John 

1. Schism invaded the Church (2:19) and the perpetrators were trying to lead others out 
(2:26) 

2. John wants to address the essential doctrines and principles and to reaffirm the faith of 
the recipients 

a. I.e., he is writing to show his readers that their faith is genuine and that those 
who left are wrong and their claims are false 

3. John responds: 

a. Anyone who denies that Jesus is the Christ is an antichrist who denies the Father 
as well (2:22, 23) 

b. Any spirit that does not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
not from God (1 John 4:1-3) 

c. Key feature of someone who ‘lives in Him’ is that they obey His commands; and 
specifically, they love their brothers (2:3; 4:7, 8) 

i. They must ‘obey His commands’ (2:3) 

ii. ‘Must walk as Jesus did’ (2:6) 

iii. ‘Do what is right . . . . cannot go on sinning’ (2:7, 9) 
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iv. ‘Obeying His commands’; ‘walking as Jesus did’; and ‘doing what is right’: 
consists of ‘loving his brother’ (3:11) 

v. This distinguishes the children of God and the children of the devil (3:4-
10) 

d. Therefore, ‘do not love the world’ (2:15-17) 

4. Importance of the atonement 

a. 2:2; 3:8; 4:10; 5:6 

 

2nd John 

1. Church has taken Christian hospitality too far by welcoming false teachers into the 
Church; John warns them that anyone who does so shares in their wicked works (11) 

a. 7 ‘Gone out into the world’ may denote missionary activity 

b. See 3 John 5-8 (dependent on hospitality from people like Gaius) 

2. Remind them of the command to Love (5) 

 

3rd John 

1. John wishes to encourage Gaius in light of his efforts (6-8) 

2. Diotrephes has usurped control of the Church and will not listen to John’s envoy 

3. John informs Gaius of his plans to visit and deal with the matter himself (10) 

4. Commend Demetrius 

 

Revelation  

A. Purpose 

1. Reveal God’s plan: Glory is due to God because He has accomplished the salvation and 
final judgment (1:6; 4:11; 5:11-13; 19:1, 5, 7) 
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2. Book is an exhortation to Christians to witness for Christ in the midst of a compromising 
church community; and a warning to apostates and false believers  

3. Exhort God’s people to remain faithful 

a. Christians are not to compromise (18:4-5) 

b. Note: constant reference to idolatry and adultery (2:14, 20; 9:20, 21; 13:4, 12-15; 
17:2; and 2:14, 20-22; 14:4; 17:2, 4; 22:15) 

c. Ever-present contrast between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of the 
world; the righteous and those who worship the beast—earth-dwellers 

4. Christians must conquer/overcome just as Christ ‘conquered/overcame’ (5:5) and will 
conquer (17:14) 

a. Irony: Jesus’ victory was in His death (1:18; 2:8; 5:6, 9, 12) 

b. Death of Christ is in reality His victory over Satan (5:5-6) 

c. Christians are to follow Christ’s pattern by enduring through tribulation (1:3; cf 
Heb 12:3) 

d. Followers of the Lamb must do the same (2:10, 13; 6:9-11; 7:14; 14:13; 20:4)  

e. Christians must conquer (7 times in ch 2-3; also 12:11; 15:2; 21:7)  

5. Christian are warned against compromise in light of: 

a. Threats: imprisonment, and death at the hands of the nations (13:1-8) 

b. Threats: social ostracism, economic ostracism (13:9-17) 

c. Temptation with the luxuries and pleasures of this world (17-18) 

B. Symbolism 

1. 1:1 ‘sign’: making something clear; signify or show: especially to ‘show by a sign’; 
symbolic communication (see the context of Dan 2:28-30, 45) 

2. It is used in parallel with ‘to show’ (1:1): here refers to a symbolic revelation 
communicated through angels (cf 4:1; 17:1; 21:9-10; 22:1, 6, 8) 

3. When an interpretation is provided in one instance (e.g., the lampstands are Churches in 
1:20), then one should conclude that lampstands represent Churches throughout the 
book unless told otherwise? 
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4. Meaning of the symbols should be sought in Hebrew OT (esp. Daniel, Ezekiel, Zechariah, 
and Jeremiah) 

C. Genre: Epistle; Prophecy; Apocalypse  

1. Written in the form of a circular letter/epistle 

2. Prophesy; 1:3: ‘Prophecy’ of this book; 22:9: John claims to be a prophet  

3. The book opens with a preface that characterizes the book as an apocalypse (1:1) 

a. Symbolism:  the symbols had an original context that would have been perceived 
by the original readers-hearers 

 


