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Introduction to Worldviews 

 

I. A worldview is a network of related assumptions/presuppositions through which a 
person interprets everything they know and are aware of  

 

II. Everyone has a WV 

A. Everyone has a prior set of beliefs 

B. Everyone who believes or disbelieves does so for 3 reasons:  

1. Reasons  

2. Personal Experience interpreted 

3. Social reasons 

 

III. Worldviews affect the way we think/believe and what we do 

A. Wv's are often the result of our morals/ethics/behavior 

B. Most people hold to a variety of conflicting WV’s (inconsistent) 

 

IV. Major Worldviews 

A. Atheism  

1. Atheism is the affirmation that God does not exist  

a. Differs from Agnosticism 

2. Most ‘atheists’ are actually agnostics  

B. Theism (monotheism) 

1. Belief in the existence of only one God 

2. God both transcends creation and is immanent within creation 

3. Heaven and earth overlap and interlock 
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C. Deism 

1. God created the world and left it 

a. God’s space and our space (heaven and earth) are radically apart 

b. Result: man must determine things for themselves 

2. God is transcendent and not immanent; God is not personal; nor is he the 
sustainer of the universe   

D. Finite Godism 

1. Belief that God exists but that he is finite 

2. Primary motivation behind this view is to explain the problem of evil; 
namely, that evil exists because god is not powerful enough to stop it 

E. Polytheism 

1. Belief in the existence of many gods 

F. Pantheism 

1. Belief that All is god 

2. God is everywhere and everything is God 

3. God is immanent and not transcendent 

 

V. Establishing Truth claims: every system when pressed back far enough reaches a 
starting point 

A. Rationalism: reason is the infallible source of truth (‘I think therefore I am’) 

B. Materialism: matter is the ultimate reality  

C. Pantheism: a spiritual force: goal is to reconnect with the oneness 

D. Scientism/Darwinism: biology is ultimate—even religion is reduced to Darwinian 
processes 

E. Empiricism: Knowledge through the senses is ultimate 
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Note: all systems either start with God or with some element of creation—the material, 
spiritual, biological, empirical, etc: something is self-existent and the cause of everything 
else 

F. Revelation: A divine source makes truth known 

G. Christian WV: Revelation, Reason, Experience, Church  

VI. 5 Worldview questions 

A. Who are we 

B. Where are we  

C. What’s wrong  

D. What’s the solution 

E.  What time is it 

 

 

Worldviews and the Evolution of Culture 

 

I. Pre-modern world  

A. Universe is a rational place; truth corresponds to reality 

B. More to existence than just the physical world  

C. Teleological: there is a purpose to the universe  

 

II. Enlightenment 

1. Autonomy: throw off all external authority and discover truth by reason 

 

III. Modernism; Scientific Naturalism   

A. Scientific naturalism: Physical world is all that exists  
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B. Scientific method becomes the means of determining truth; certainty can be 
attained 

C. Ethics? 

D. Meaning?  

E. Humanism: man is the highest reality (for some man is the ‘end’)  

F. Progress is good and will help us overcome our problems: claims that man is on 
the path of progress toward a better, ultimately utopian future  

1. Means of progress were education, technology, and imperialism  

 

IV. Postmodernism 

C. Postmodernism: Everything is relative to the community 

1. Objectivity of knowledge is denied  

2. All knowledge is culturally conditioned 

D. There are no overarching metanarratives; no one worldview that accounts for 
everything  

E. Result is Pluralism 

 

V. Pluralism 

A. Belief that no one view holds the whole truth; but that each view has a part of 
the truth;  

B. Sometimes proposed that all religions essentially teach the same truths  

C. Argues that no one religion can claim to have all the truth: no one knows the 
whole truth 
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Elements of the Christian Worldview 

I. The Christian Worldview  

A. Creational and covenantal Monotheism 

1. God made the world 

a. But He is neither to be identified with the world (Pantheism) 

b. Nor, is He detached from it (Deism; dualism) 

2. We say ‘God is in heaven you are on the earth’ (Eccl 5:2) 

a. ‘Heaven’: God’s space as opposed to ours 

b. ‘Earth’: our space as opposed to God’s  

B. God is one 

1. Tremendous stress in the NT on the unity of the body (cf John 17:11-12, 20-
24; Eph 4:1-6) 

2. Note how the stress on unity is intimately bound with the nature of God  

C. God is three 

1. As God is in relationship, so we were meant to live in relationship  

D. God cares deeply about His creation 

1. For the Pantheist, God is his creation; as non-personal he doesn’t care for 
creation 

2. For the Deist, God wouldn’t intervene in his creation 

3. For the Theist, creation is an expression of God’s love 

 

II. Key Features of a Christian Worldview 

Categories: Creation; Fall; Redemption; New Creation/Restoration/Glorification 

A. Creation: 

1. Creation is good 



Dalrymple  Worldviews/Discipleship Spring 2013 
 

10 
 

2. Corruption of creation is bad 

3. Purpose of creation of Man: Gen 1:26-28 Image of God: 

a. Gen 1:28 fruitful and multiply  

i. Cp Exod 1:7 

b. Gen 1:28 Subdue it and rule over the fish of the sea and the birds 
of the sky and over everything that moves on the ground   

i. Exercising dominion over the rest of creation; task is 
assigned to no other creatures 

c. Gen 2:15 Cultivate and keep it (Servants of Creation (Gen 2:15)) 

i. Serve/Cultivate (abad): servant relationship  

ii. Keep (samar): taking great care; perhaps even guarding it; 
keep something safe; treat something as seriously worthy 
of devoted attention  

4. The Earth is the Lord’s  

a. God has given the earth into our possession (Ps 115:16)  

B. Fall 

1. Explains the origin of evil, sin, and death  

2. Mankind’s fall brought evil into every aspect of creation 

3. Fall brought divisions between 

a. God and humanity 

i. Now mankind must be image bearers to one another!  

b. Humanity and the world (including estrangements between 
individuals and races) 

c. God and the world  

i. ‘Creation was subjected to frustration’ (Rom 8:20) 
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C. Redemption  

1. With Jesus the KOG has come to earth 

a. Though it has come in part (already) 

b. It will come in full (not yet) 

2. Begins with the call of Abraham (Gen 12:1-3) 

a. Go and be a blessing 

3. Law provides the info on what a redeemed people look like (not how to 
gain redemption for they already had such) 

4. Prophets reiterate that God will be faithful to His promises  

5. NT story provides us with the solution in Christ (Gal 4:4 ‘When the time 
had fully come’) 

a. Inaugurates the Kingdom 

b. Incarnational  

6. People of God are now commissioned to make this known  

7. Expansion OT people of God/Israel to include the gentiles solves the 
problem of Gen 11 

8. The Holy Spirit is the means by which we are empowered to effect real 
change  

D. New Creation  

1. Renewal of the Cosmos  

2. Begun in the present with the work of Christ (Gal 6:15; 2 Cor 3:18) 

3. Our great future lies in the new creation, which has begun in Christ  

 

Five Worldview questions in the Church 

1. Who are we:  

2. Where are we:  
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3. What’s wrong:  

4. What’s the solution:  

5. What time is it: 

 

 

The Christian Worldview and the Kingdom of God  

I. Dualism and the Sacred and the Secular 

A. Public is the lower sphere 

1. Scientific knowledge 

2. Rational and verifiable facts that are binding on everyone  

3. Objective and universally valid  

B. Private is the upper sphere 

1. Personal preferences  

2. Individual choice 

3. Subjective and relative to particular groups 

 

II. Christian distinction is temporal (not spatial or social) 

A. Christian WV suggests that God is going to redeem the world  

B. This result in an eschatological dualism (the present age and the age to come)  

1. Present Age and the Age to Come (tension with the already/not yet) 

a. Present age/world: temporary; fallen; contains sin and sinful 
people; things destined to perish 

i. Gal 1:4  

ii. Eph 2:2 
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iii. 1 Cor 2:6  

iv. 2 Cor 4:4 

v. This age ends at the final judgment (Matt 13:39) 

b. Age to come is: in contrast to present age, is one of eternal life 
and immortality; one of redemption as promised throughout the 
OT; it is now realized in Christ by His death and resurrection and it 
anticipates the future Kingdom of God; (i.e., the NT teaches the 
‘age to come’ is already present through the work of Christ and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit as a taste of the ‘eschaton’) 

i. Luke 20:34-36  

ii. 1 Cor 10:11 

iii. Heb 9:26 

2. Thus, the present time is one in which both the present age and the age 
to come exist simultaneously   

3. Presence of the Last Days is confirmed in the Resurrection of Jesus  

a. Rom 8 

i. 8:1-2 Raised Jesus  

ii. 8:18-25 

b. Resurrection in the first century meant ‘restoration’ 

c. Ezekiel’s valley of dry bones that comes back to life is descriptive 
of the restoration of Israel and the establishing of God’s Kingdom 

d. Paul can triumphantly proclaim: 1 Cor 15:54-57 

4. We already participate in the age to come by His resurrection (Col 3:1) 

C. Therefore, ‘Set your minds on things above’ (Col 3:2-4): means: 

1. Thus, when Paul says to set your minds on things above (Col 3:2-4): he is 
not referring to spiritual things as opposed to physical things 

2. Phil 3:20 Our citizenship is in heaven (20) 

a. Contrasts with ‘enemies’ thinking (3:18-19) 
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D. Temple is where heaven has come to earth  

1. Goal is for God to dwell in the midst of His people 

2. God’s dwelling place is a Temple 

3. Temple theme 

a. Zion (Ps 132:13-14) 

b. Isa 6:3 ‘whole earth is full of His glory’ 

c. Jesus taught His disciples to pray: ‘Thy will be done on Earth as it 
is in Heaven’ (Matt 6:10) cf Matt 28:18! 

d. Rev 21:10-22:5 NJ came down to the earth  

E. God will redeem His people and His creation 

1. Redemption doesn’t mean scrapping what’s there and starting again; but 

liberating what has become enslaved  

2. Redemption is the remaking of creation and doing so through the One who 
made it  

3. Future consummation is not a destruction of this world and a bringing us to 
heaven 

F. Thus, the KOG is the totality of God’s work in restoration and redemption of 
mankind and of His creation 

1. This work has begun with Christ 

2. This work continues through us  

3. This work climaxes in the New Jerusalem  

 

III. Because the KOG has come in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection the NT people of 
God are called to live in the present with Kingdom ethics 

A. Therefore, ‘Set your minds on things above’ (Col 3:1-4)  

B. ‘Therefore, ‘do not be conformed to ‘this age’’ (Rom 12:1-2) 

C. 2 Cor 6:17-7:1   
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D. 1 Cor 15:54-58 

 

 

Identity in Christ 

I. Meaning of Jesus’ resurrection 

A. God has vindicated Jesus; therefore, His disciples are to go and put into practice 
His kingdom (Luke 24:44-46) 

1. In Luke, the resurrection means the fulfillment of God’s promises have 
come and now the disciples are to go out on God’s worldwide mission  

2. John puts Jesus’ death and resurrection in the context of old creation and 
new creation 

B. Easter commissions the disciples for a new task; Pentecost gives them the 
necessary equipping to do it  

 

II. We are to be imitators of Christ  

A. ‘In Adam,’ we possess all that Adam possessed: original sin, judgment, 
condemnation, fear, alienation 

B. ‘In Christ’ we possess all of Christ’s righteousness, holiness, eternal life, 
justification, adoption, and blessing 

1. ‘Even when we were dead in trespasses, God made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus...’ (Eph 2:5)  

2. ‘I have been crucified with Christ,’ Paul declares, ‘and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me’ (Gal 2:20) 

3. Jesus is referred to as a vine and we are the branches (John 15) 
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III. Holy Spirit  

A. The Christ who has done everything necessary for our salvation in history outside 
of us now comes to indwell us in the person of his Holy Spirit  

1. ‘God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches 
of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory’ (Col 1:27)  

2. ‘We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit’ (1 John 4:13) 

IV.  Mission of Jesus and Us 

A. Jesus is the light of the world (John 9:5-6) 

B. Jesus is the image of God (Col 1:15) 

C. Jesus is stone (1 Pet 2:4-10) 

D. Jesus is the faithful witness (Rev 1:5) 

E. Jesus is the firstborn from the dead (Rev 1:5)  

 

 

Discipleship 

I. Introduction 

A. The Great Commission is discipleship to Christ 

B. A disciple is a learner, a student, and apprentice—a practitioner  

C. Disciples of Jesus are people who do not just profess certain views as their own 
but apply their growing understanding of life in the Kingdom of God to every 
aspect of their life 

 

II. Discipleship 

A. The word ‘disciple’ occurs 269 times in the NT   

B. ‘Christian’ is found only 3 times  
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III. Who is our teacher? 

A. Jesus is the One ‘in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge’ (Col 2:3)  

B. We are to be ‘imitators of Jesus’ (1 Cor 11:1) 

C. He asks us to trust him and to follow Him (Matt 11:29)   

 

IV. Virtue 

A. Christ does not come to improve the old self 

B. We died to that self (Rom 6:2)  

 

V. Spiritual Transformation  

A. The fruit of the Spirit as described by Jesus, Paul, and other biblical writers, does 
not consist in actions, but in attitudes or settled personality traits that make up 
the substance of the hidden self or inner man  

B. Spiritual formation in the Christian tradition is a process of increasingly being 
possessed and permeated by such character traits as we walk in the yoke of 
discipleship with Jesus our teacher (Gal 5:22; 2 Peter 1:4-8; 1 Cor 13; Rom 5:1-5)   

C. From the inward character the deeds of love then naturally—but 
supernaturally—and transparently flow 

 

 

Discipleship 

 

I. We are to be the true humanity: that reflects God’s image back to the world  

A. Being human means reflecting God into the world (mission) and reflecting the 
world back to God (worship)  
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B. Now through the HS who enables us, we can become truly human 

1. Jesus has a cure to hardness of heart (Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:24-27)  

a. Mark 7:14-22 

b. Mark 10:2-12 

 

II. Church’s 2 tasks: Worship and Mission 

A. Reflecting God to the world (mission); and the world to God (Worship) 

B. Worship is to celebrate God’s mighty acts of creation, covenant (Rev 4:11) 

 

III. Virtue: character 

A. The work of the HS in which He transforms our character (Rom 8) 

 

IV. Two problems: 

A. Many think that salvation is the goal: once they have arrived; nothing more is 
needed; all else is bonus 

B. Many others recognize that God has called us to obedience, but endeavor to do 
so by their own efforts  

 

V. Character is essentially what someone is: who they are 

A. We are talking about becoming a different person 

B. This does not happen overnight.  It takes training; hard work; discipline:  

1. 2 Tim 2:4-6 

2. Col 1:28-29—according to His power 

 

VI. Goal is the telos; mature/complete/perfect (Col 1:28) 

 

VII. Final goal is the New Heavens and the New Earth (Rev 21-22)  

A. We will be raised to rule over it as kings and priests (Rev 1:5-6; 5:9-10)  

B. Christian life in the present anticipates this ultimate creation through the Spirit  

 

VIII. God’s purpose in Creation: a Biblical Worldview 

A. God placed man in the Garden to reflect His image into the world (Ps 8:1-9) 
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B. Includes ruling the fish of the sea and the birds of the air (Gen 1:28) 

C. ‘Cultivating and keeping’ the garden (Gen 2:15) 

 

IX. The Royal Priesthood Ch 7 Wright, After you Believe 

A. We are kings and priests (Rev 1:5-6; 5:9-10)  

B. Holiness is required  

C. We do so by developing the character that Christ calls us to 

 

 

Discipleship: as Character Formation 
Way of the Kingdom and the way of the Cross are one and the same  
I. Methods for ethics 

A. Rule based ethics:  

B. Utilitarian based ethics:  

C. Virtue ethic:  

 

II. Christian Disciples 

A. We are to be the true humanity: that reflects God’s image back to the world  

B. Man was to be the means, present and visibly, whereby God’s own care for the 
garden and the animals would become a reality  (see Psalm 8:1-9) 

C. Now through the HS who enables us, we can become truly human 

D. Those who reject are hard in heart (Mark 7:14-22)  

1. Jesus has a cure to hardness of heart (Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:24-27)  

a. He was announcing that His kingdom is cleaning the heart! (Acts 
15:9; John 15:3) 

2. Mark 10:2-12: divorce was permitted because of ‘hardness of hearts’ 
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E. So often we think of the transformation that it is awaiting us as something that 
happens at the end—as part of the New Creation 

1. But New Creation has already begun—in and through Jesus  

2. He is the firstfruits from the dead 

3. He is the firstborn  

F. Goal is the telos; mature/complete/perfect (Col 1:28) 

1. Character is formed  

2. Includes a process of moral training in which these habits become second 
nature  

 

III. Church’s 2 tasks: Worship and Mission 

A. Being human means reflecting God into the world (mission) and reflecting the 
world back to God (worship)  

B. Goal is the glory of God (Rom 5:1-5)  

 

IV. Two problems 

A. Salvation is the goal 

1. Moral complacency 

B. Many others recognize that God has called us to obedience, but endeavor to do 
so by their own efforts  

1. We recognize that salvation is an act of God alone by His grace; but we 
often suppose that everything after that is something of ourselves 

2. Jesus as ‘moral example’ ? 

 

V. Discipleship: Character transformation 

A. The work of the HS in which He transforms our character (Rom 8) 

1. Keeping all the rules 
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2. Not out of a sense of duty 

3. It flows from our character that the HS has formed in us so that we are 
imitators of Christ  

B. Role of the HS 

 
VI.  ‘Follow Me’  this contains both what we should do and how we should do it!  

A. Rev 14:4b 

B. We are not talking about setting the moral bar higher; but about becoming a 
different person 

C. 2 Tim 2:4-6 

D. Phil 2:16 

E. Col 1:28-29—according to His power 

 
VII. Suffering 

A. Telos here is ‘blessedness’  

1. Blessedness ‘is what happens when the creator God is at work both in 
someone’s life and through tht person’s life’ (NT Wright, After You 
Believe, 104)  

2. Result is humility, willingness to suffer, willingness to forgive  

a. Suffering (Heb 5:7-9) 

B. Role of Suffering  

 

VIII. Renewing of the Mind   

A. Rom 12:1-2  

B. Phil 1:9-13 

C. 1 Thess 5:1-11 

D. Col 3:4-5, 9-10 



Dalrymple  Worldviews/Discipleship Spring 2013 
 

22 
 

 

IX. Virtues 

A. Faith, hope, and love 

B. Love is the goal (telos) 1 Cor 13 

C. All 3 look away from oneself 

1. Faith toward God 

2. Hope toward God’s future 

3. Love toward others  

 

X. Fruits 

A. Fruit is something that grows from without rather than being imposed from 
without 

 
XI. Body  

A. One Body (Eph 4:1-16) 

 
XII. The Royal Priesthood 

A. We are to live as Temples and Priests  

B. We do so by developing the character that Christ calls us to 

C. Royal priests are those who are revealing the Glory of God to the world 

D. Holiness is required  

E. Break with pagan life (Eph 4:22-24) 

F. Putting to death the deads of the flesh (Rom 8:13) 

G. By the power of the Spirit  
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Discipleship and Spiritual Transformation 

 

I. What spiritual disciplines are not 

A. Ways of earning merit 

B. Suffering or self-torment 

C. Righteousness 

 

II. Spiritual Disciplines 

A. Scripture 

B. Sabbath 

C. Solitude  

1. Psalm 46:10 says, ‘Be still and know that I am God’ 

D. Silence  

E. Fasting  

 

 


