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Isaiah  

I. Author 

A. Isaiah (1:1; 2:1; 7:3; 13:1; 20:2; 37:6, 21; 38:1)   

B. Isaiah appears to address 3 historical settings  

1. Chs 1-39: 739-701 B.C.   

2. Chs 40-55: 605-539 B.C. 

3. Chs 56-66:  539-500 B.C.  

II. Outline of the book: Theme of servanthood 

A. Chs 1-6 Introduction: sets forth the problem: the people of God are called yet 

sinful  

1. In actuality chs 1-5 are the introduction and ch 6 is the answer to the 

problem for which the rest of the book provides the details  

B. Chs 7-39 recurring theme of trust: Israel’s tendency is to trust in the nations; 

Israel must come to place their trust in YHWH in order to fulfill their 

responsibility to become a light unto the nations  

1. YHWH delivered them from Sennacherib but they still did not trust that 

He would defend them against Babylon  

C. Chs 40-48 the nation will experience the love of YHWH despite their sin, then 

they will be motivated to trust Him  

1. Yet, they cannot merely become the servant by changing their minds and 

beginning to trust Him: ‘I am a man of unclean lips’   

2. How then can they become such 

D. Chs 49-55 present the answer: THE SERVANT  

1. He is the ideal servant  

E. Chs 56-66 address the realities of this conflict between human inability and divine 

ability  

1. Climaxes with the revealing of the divine glory in ch 66  
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III. Purpose 

A. Vision addresses the entire cosmos (1:2; 66:22) 

1. Result is a new city and a new cosmos (65:17-19)  

B. Central thought of the book is the nature and destiny of the people of God  

1. God’s people are destroyed and corrupted (ch 1) 

2. Yet, they are called to manifest God’s glory to the world (2:1-5)  

3. Isaiah then asks ‘how can a corrupt people become the servants of God?’  

C. All events in history are the outworking of the interaction between God’s 

purposes and human obedience and rebellion 

1. 2:11, 17; 5:15: if we continue to exalt ourselves, then God will bring us 

down 

a. Pride was the reason for the peoples being cast out of the land 

(24:4) 

b. Pride resulted in social injustices that were commonly denounced 

by the prophets.  Men became a means for further gains for the 

wealthy (58:3-9) 

2. 1:18-20: If we renounce our own pride and human inability then God will 

lift us up in salvation (also 66:2) 

a. God’s redeeming them resulted in their return to their land (25:6-9; 

41:17-20; 43:5-7; 49:8-13) 

3. Thus, ‘sin produces degradation, but submission produces glory’ 

D. Human accomplishment and failure 

1. When men believe they can independently accomplish things, the end 

result is destruction (1:2-8; 5:20-25; 30:1-5, 5-17; 59:4-15) 

2. However, to admit that we are helpless results in God’s enabling us (42:1-

4) 

E. Judgment and Redemption 

1. Chs 1-39 emphasize judgment 

2. Chs 40-66 emphasize redemption 



Dalrymple  Isaiah 

 3 

3. Also, true within smaller segments: (Chs 1-6 vs 7-12; 30 vs 31; 56-59 vs 

60-66) 

4. Judgment may become the means of redemption (4:2-6)  

5. God longs for the sinner to repent and, thus, God’s anger will be turned 

aside (12:1; 30:18; 40:1, 2, 27-31; 51:20-23; 54:7, 8; 60:15) 

6. Redemption is only available by God’s activity (4:4; 6:6, 7; 25:6-9; 28:16, 

17; 33:2, 11; 42:16; 44:22; 46:13; 50:2; 52:10; 59:15-20; 63:1-6) 

a. God must, however, pay the penalty needed to bring about 

redemption Himself (52:13-53:12) 

b. Thus, the blood on His garment (63:1-6) is His own 

c. The Messiah is one who suffers with his people (7:14-17) for his 

people (42:1-9; 49:5, 6; 52:13-53:12) and redeems his people (9:2-

7) 

F. Redeemed live in holiness (4:3, 4) 

1. Results in lives of justice, righteousness, and purity (32:15-18; esp chs 55-

66) 

IV. Distinctive Features 

A. Book of contrasts 

1. Greatness of God vs Corruption of humanity 

a. If humanity lays aside its pretensions to deity, then God will raise 

us up to fellowship with him 

2. Divine glory vs Human degradation 

3. Judgment vs Redemption 

4. Height vs Depth 

5. God’s wisdom vs Idols stupidity 

6. Arrogance vs Humility 

B. God 

1. God is ‘High and Lifted up’ (6:1) 
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2. ‘Holy one of Israel’ 25 times (1:4; 5:19, 24; 10:20; 12:6; 17:7; 29:19; 

30:11, 12, 15; 31:1; 37:23; 41:14, 16, 20; 43:3, 14; 45:11; 47:4; 48:17; 

49:7; 54:5; 55:5; 60:9, 14) 

a. Title occurs only 6 times in the rest of the Old Testament 

b. Title implies His moral and ethical perfection (5:16) 

c. Thus, the peoples lying, stealing, oppression, and murder are an 

affront to His nature (1:4, 21-23; 5:20; 9:17-10:4; 30:12)  

3. Only True and Sovereign God (43:10, 11, 13; 44:6, 7; 45:5, 6, 14, 18, 21, 

22; 46:9)  

a. Maker, Sustainer, Director and Judge (42:8-9, 16-17; 43:18-19; 

46:11; 48:6-8) 

i. He can explain the past and predict the future (41:26-29; 

42:24-26; 44:7-8; 45:21; 46:10; 48:3-6, 12-16) 

ii. He plans and purposes human experience (14:24-27; 19:12; 

23:8-9; 25:1; 37:26; 45:9-11, 18; 46:10-11) 

b. Thus, worship of other gods is stupid (44:9-20; also, 41:6, 7; 2:8, 

20; 17:7, 8; 30:22; 31:7; 57:12-13 

i. They cannot explain the past or predict the future (41:22, 

23; 43:8, 9; 44:6-8; 45:20-23) 

ii. They cannot affect the present (41:23; 45:16, 20; 47:12-15) 

c. Nations are totally under God’s control (14:22-23; 40:15, 21-23) 

d. Nations cannot bend to the lowly; YHWH is mighty enough to do 

so (9:6; 11:1-9; 40:10-11; 57:14-15)   

4. He directs all things (8:12, 13; 14:26, 27; 19:12; 26:21; etc.) 

5. Faithful to His promises and righteous in his ways (1:16-20; 2:1-4, 11, 12; 

11:1-16)  

6. It is this God who Himself is our redeemer! (41:14) 

a. By His wounds we are healed (53:5) 

b. His work is sufficient for all! 

c. Therefore, the nations will come as well (55:1-7) 
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Isaiah 

Historical Background  

A. 739-701 B.C. (events of chs 1-39 are tied to these historical events) 

1. Assyria empire was in power  

a. From 823-745 B.C.  Assyria was ruled by a series of weak rulers who 

were unable to hold the conquests of earlier rulers   

b. As a result, Judah and Israel enjoyed a period of relief from Assyrian 

oppression  

c. Israel was ruled by Jeroboam (2 Kings 14:23-29)  

d. Judah was ruled by King Uzziah (Azariah) (2 Kings 15:1-7) 

2. Tiglath-Pileser III (Pul: 2 Kings 15:19) comes to power in 745 B.C.  

a. Israel and Judah were in the path of his expansion plans  

b. Menahem (King of Israel) was forced to pay tribute at once (2 Kings 

15:19-20) 

c. Judah was forced to decide whether or not to be pro or anti-Assyrian  

d. Ahaz ascends to the throne with a Pro-Assyrian policy (735 B.C.)  

i. Pekah (Israel) and Rezin (Damascus) attack Judah in 735 B.C. (2 

Kings 16:5; 2 Chron 28:5-15)  

ii. Ahaz becomes fearful of this Syrian-Israelite threat (Isa 7:2) and 

sends to T.P./Assyria for help (2 Kings 16:7-9)  

e.  Isaiah steps into the scene and explains that Judah should be neither Pro-

Assyrian nor anti-Assyrian but Pro-YHWH (Isa 1:21-23; 2:12-17; cf 2 

Kings 16:3-4)   

i. Isaiah warns that Assyria was not a friend and would return later 

and capture Judah (Isa 8:5-8)  

f. Ahaz refused to listen and in 732 B.C. after T.P. deposes Pekah and 

destroys Damascus, Ahaz is summoned to Damascus to meet T.P.  

g. Ahaz forced into a treaty which required they recognize the Assyrian gods 

(2 Kings 16:10-16; 2 Chron 28:20-21)  
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3. T.P. dies in 727 B.C. replaced by Shalmaneser  

a. Once Shalmaneser secures the East he turns West (724 B.C.) and lays 

siege to Samaria; which lasted 3 years (2 Kings 6:24-29; Amos 3:9-11; 

Hosea 8:5-6; 13:16) till 721 B.C.  –though by this time Sargon has 

succeeded Shalmaneser  

4. Sargon has troubles in Babylon with Merodach-baladan (2 Kings 20:12; Isa 39:1) 

a. Over a long time he eventually defeated Babylon and enjoyed the greatest 

extent of power and influence of any Assyrian ruler and titled himself 

‘Lord of the Universe’  

b. Cf his pride in Isa 14 

b. Hezekiah becomes King in Judah with an Anti-Assyrian policy but gave 

allegiance to Egypt  

a. Isaiah rebukes this policy as well (chs 29-31)  

b. Assyria at least was strong enough to help; Egypt was too weak to do so 

(31:1-3; ch 20)  

c. (Hezekiah was a good king who attempted to purge the land of idolatry 

and pagan worship (2 Kings 18:1-6; 2 Chron 29:1-36)  

5. After the death of Sargon and the rise of Sennacherib a Babylonian delegation 

from Merodach-baladan visits Hezekiah 

a. Hezekiah joins a Babylonian contingency that included Philistia, Judah, 

Moab, and Edom  

b. When the Philistine were reluctant Hezekiah attacked them and deposed 

their king and set up a king who would take orders  

c. All to the chagrin of Isaiah (Isa 22:5-14; 29:15-16; 30:1-18)  

d. Judah eventually succumbed to Assyrian power and Hezekiah was forced 

to pay a large tribute  

e. But, Jerusalem was spared because a plague decimated the Assyrian army  

 

B. 605-539 B.C. (events of 40-55 are loosely tied to these events; specifically these 

chapters offer hope to a people in exile)  

1. In 605 B.C. Babylon succeeds Assyria as the dominate power  
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2. 586 B.C. Jerusalem and the Temple are destroyed and the people are deported (2 

Kings 25:8-21)  

a. As a result many within Judah began to question God and His loyalty to 

His people  

b. Some were being lured to the Babylonian gods  

3. Isa 40-55 addresses this crisis  

a. Explains that God has not abandoned His people  

b. God will use His people to show His superiority to the Babylonian deities: 

He will destroy their idols; redeem His people from their sins, and bring 

them back to their land  

c. Therefore, they should trust God in the Babylonian crisis as they did in the 

Assyrian crisis  

d. The promises of God came to fruition and the people returned from exile: 

no other nation had ever done so!  

e. The return from exile was brought about by the first Persian ruler Cyrus  

4. In 539 B.C. the Persians overtook the Babylonian empire and established the 

Medo-Persian dynasty 

a. Cyrus concluded that people were more likely to obey a ruler they liked; 

so he reversed the previous policies and allowed the exiles to return home 

with funds to help them rebuild   

 

C. 539-500 B.C. (events from 56-66) 

1. Return from exile begins with kingly Zerubbabel and the High Priest Joshua (Ezra 

2:1-2; 3:1)  

2. Exiles return with visions of an idealistic promised land; but are not well received 

by their descendants who inhabited the land 

3. Ezra and Nehemiah return 75 yrs later they find that the religious life was not 

going well 

4. Three groups arise in Judah: 

a. Those who cared greatly for the religious life and Judah’s relationship 

with YHWH  
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b. Those who cared about religion; may have been syncretistic  

c. Those who cared little about either  

5. Isa 55-66 addresses this situation  

a. Addresses the religiously complacent: a foreigner who serves God 

faithfully is better than a Jew who is careless  

b. Only God can bring salvation  

c. Casts hope to a people who feared that they were cut off 

 

 

Chapter 1 

1:1-9 

A. Vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz (1) 

B. Concerning Judah and Jerusalem: set at a particular time and to a particular situation   

1. Vision clearly has the nations in view (cf 2:1-4) 

C. Israel has forsaken the Lord and is, as a result, broken and desolate 

 

1:10-20 

A. One can relate to God through the religious cult (10-15) or through ethical purity (16, 

17)  

1. Religious cult was used without an examination of the attitude of the 

heart (10-15) 

a. Religious ceremony without social justice is worthless (cf Amos 5:4-7, 

21-24; Mic 6:6-8) 

2. What is required is a change of attitude (16-17) 

Cf  Deut 10:12, 13; Mic 6:8 

“Wash and make yourselves clean”: This change is via repentance (16) 
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B. Think about these two options and their outcomes! (18-20): Theme of the Book! 

1. 2 options (19, 20): 

a. Willing and obedient  

b. Resist and rebel  

2. Results: eat or be eaten!—same verb in Hebrew (cp Rev 19) 

 

1:21-31 

A. Announcement of Judgment (21-26) 

1. Jerusalem is guilty of prostitution (21) 

a. Harlot: metaphor for spiritual adultery in O.T. prophets (cf  Hos 

2, 3; Ezek 16) 

2. Results of this judgment are a purging and replenishing (25, 26) 

B. Fate of the Wicked (27-31) 

 

Chapters 2-5 

2:1-5  

A. In the Last Days (2): 

1. Vision both pertains to the current situation in Judah and to the last days and 

from Zion to Zion!  

2. Mountain of the Lord’s Temple will be established as chief (2) 

3. Many peoples will come to it (3)  

a. Reference to Gentile conversions or some apocalyptic event? 

4. He will teach us in His ways (3) 

a. Result: that we may walk in His paths! 

B. Result of coming to Him corporately is that he establishes peace (4) 

1. Peace only comes when the nations acknowledge the One True God  
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2:6-22 

A. God has abandoned the people (6) 

1. Partaken with the pagans in their religious endeavors (6-8) 

2. Further associated with the pagans in their accumulation of wealth (7) 

3. Also, included in such behavior was the exaltation of men/mankind (11-12) 

B. Such practices were indeed foolish and led Israel to necessary destruction by God 

1. The foolishness is seen in that the idols were merely “the work of their hands, 

. . . what their fingers have made” (8; cf  the greater detail of 44:7-20, et all) 

a. They are calling “divine” what human hands have made! 

b. Furthermore, the end result of these “gods” is to dwell with the rats 

and moles (20)! 

2. The result becomes that those who are high are made low! (11-12) 

3. 13-16 Uses figurative language to describe the fall of Israel 

a. E.g., the cedars were used to make the great buildings 

b. Thus, a visual image is used to represent the spiritual condition of 

Israel 

C. Men flee to the caves and to the holes in the ground (18-21) 

1. Paralleled in Revelation (esp Rev  6:15-18) 

2. The idea may be that ironically the people—instead of turning to God in 

repentance—call upon the very things (gods/idols; wealth of nations; etc.) that 

caused God to bring this judgment upon them  

D. Thus, stop trusting in beings who existence is temporary and dependent (21) 

 

Chapters 3-4 

3:1-4:1 

A. The Lord is about to do the following to Israel (1-15): (all of this was fulfilled when 

Assyria, and later Babylon, invaded) 
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1. Physical deprivation will result from the removal of food and water (1) 

2. Political destitution will result from the loss of all persons in any form of 

leadership who in any way would be capable of leading the nation 

B. Cause: “their words and deeds are against the Lord” (8) 

C. Primarily the leaders are at fault (13-15) 

1. Elders (wide group that represented the local community) and princes (men 

associated with the court) 

2. They have plundered the poor and run them into the ground 

D. Women who are secure in their luxuries will be secure no more (16-17) 

1. They are guilty of extensive vanity (usually at the expense of the poor) 

E. Judgment will fall on the men and city (25-26) 

 

4:2-6 

A. In That Day (2) 

1. Once retribution is complete, then the cleansing occurs (3, 4) 

2. In fact, retribution is one of the sources of cleansing  

a. Cf  v 4: By a spirit of judgment and fire 

B. Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious (2) 

1. Messianic 

a. Cf  53:2: tender shoot 

b. John’s conception of Jesus’ glory (John 17:5, 22, 24) 

C. Salvation includes: 

1. Fruitful land (2) 

2. Holy City (3-4)  

3. Canopy of Glory (5-6): secure in the presence of God 

D. They will become Holy (3) 
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1. Continues the thought that “those who make them will become like them” 

(Psalm 115:8; 135:18) 

2. This time, of course, they will become like the True God who is the Holy One 

of Israel 

E. Lord will create a cloud of smoke by day and a glow of fire by night (5, 6) 

1. Symbolizes the presence of the Lord (Exod 40:34-38) 

2. Symbolizes the providence of God for his people (6; cf  Num 9:15-23) 

 

Chapter 5 

5:1-30 Parable of the Worthless Vineyard  

5:1-7  

A. Beloved (1) 

1. Owner put tremendous time and effort into planting and cultivating a vineyard 

(1, 2) 

2. Yet, it produced no good fruit (2) 

B. Point is that just as a vineyard which has received all the care and attention as this (1-

2), and yet, fails to produce good fruit (2), deserves to be destroyed (3,4); so also, 

Israel  

C. Meaning of the parable unveiled (7) 

1. Owner is God  

2. Vineyard is Israel 

a. Israel’s sins: no justice (mispat) or righteousness (sedaqa)! 

D. Cf  Mark 12:1-12 

 

5:8-30 Six Woes 

Land-grabbing—greed (8) 

Drunkenness (11-12) 
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Defiance of God (18-19) 

Self justifying reasoning (20)  

Conceit (21) 

Perversion of justice (22-23)  

A. Torah specified that God was the owner of the land and that each parcel of land was 

to remain in the specific family; if it had to be sold, then it was to be bought back as 

soon as possible, or to be returned during the year of Jubilee (Lev 25:23-28) 

1. This was apparently not being followed and the poor were being dispossessed 

(8) 

B. Their wealth caused them to pursue pleasure to the point where they disregarded 

God’s commands (11-13); i.e., they: lacked “understanding” (13) 

C. Pride was, of course, a fundamental characteristic of such people (17) 

D. God, however, will be exalted (16) 

E. Woe to those: 

1. Who draw sin their way (deliberately sinning and all-the-while mocking God 

to judge them) (18, 19) 

2. Who call evil “good” (20) 

3. Who are wise in their own eyes (21) 

4. Who acquit the guilty and condemn the innocent (23) 

F. Therefore, they will be judged (25)! 

1. Because they have rejected God’s law (24) 

G. Judgment is by the means of foreign nations (26-30) 
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Isaiah’s Call  

Chapter 6 

6:1-13 

C. See God as King in the year King Uzziah dies  

1. Year of King Uzziah’s death: sees God as a King! (1; cf 33:22; 43:14-15; 

44:6; 66:1) 

a. Human kings die; the Divine King lives forever  

2. In the last days many nations will flow to Jerusalem (2:1-4) and the result 

will be a worldwide kingdom of peace  

3. King of this world will be a descendant of David (11:1-10)  

4. King will be God Himself (7:14)  

5. Isaiah can assure his people that any attempts to eradicate the line of 

David will not succeed (7:5-6, 16)  

a. Rezin and Pekah are not to be feared  

D. Holiness of God is the defining characteristic of God (6:3)  

1. Title: ‘Holy One of God’ 25x (1:4; 5:19, 24; 10:20; 12:6; 17:7; 29:19; 

30:11, 12, 15; 31:1; 37:23; 41:14, 16, 20; 43:3, 14; 45:11; 47:4; 48:17; 

49:7; 54:5; 55:5; 60:9, 14) 

2. Therefore, the place of His dwelling is holy (‘holy mountain’; 11:9; 27:13; 

56:7; 57:13; 65:11, 25; 66:20; cf also 63:18; 64:11)—even the road 

leading to Zion is a highway of holiness (35:8, 10) 

E. Universal character of God’s domain: ‘The whole earth is full of His glory’  

1. Encompasses the whole Earth (14:24, 26)  

2. ‘Creator of the ends of the Earth’ (40:28)  

3. ‘Marshaled the stars’ (45:12-13) 

4. ‘God of all the Earth’ (54:5) 

5. He removes the shroud of death that covers the nations (25:7-8) 
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F. Sinfulness of God’s people (6:5) 

a. Sinful nation (1:4; 5:18; 43:24; 59:2) 

b. Blind and deaf (42:19) 

c. These sins have been paid for and will be forgotten (27:9; 33:24; 40:2; 

43:25) 

d. By the Servant (53:5, 11) 

G. People are unable to hear the Lord (6:9-10) 

1. God has sealed their eyes (29:10; 42:19; 59:10) 

2. Yet, the blind will see (29:18; 33:17) 

3. Servant of the Lord will open them (42:7) 

4. Day will come when they will see the light (9:2, 7) 

5. Cf Matt 11:5-6  

H. People will be exiled and restored (6:11-13)  

1. How Long? until the land is desolate  

2. As trees leave a stump so they will leave a seed in the land (13) 

3. Exile will include northern kingdom (8:4)  

4. (Major theme throughout Isaiah: even one of his sons is Shear-Jashub ‘a 

remnant shall return’) 

5. Remnant shall return (11:11-12, 15-16) 

a. Chs 1-39: restoration focuses on the remnant (4:3; 10:20-22; 11:11, 

16; 17:6; 24:6; 28:5; 37:4, 31-32)  

b. Chs 40-66: restoration centers on the emergence of the seed (41:8; 

43:5; 44:3; 45:19, 25; 48:18-19; 53:10; 54:3; 59:21; 61:9; 65:9, 23; 

66:22)  

6. Restoration includes Gentiles as part of the restored Israel (2:3; 11:10; 

14:1; 18:7; 24:14-16; 25:6-8; 40:3, 5; 49:6; 55:5; 56:7-8; 60:3, 10; 66:19-

20)  

7. Restoration part of the new Creation (30:26; 65:17-18, 21, 25; 66:22-23) 
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8. A Unique person will embody Israel  

a. He is brought low and is more humble than any person on earth 

(53:2; 52:14; 53:8-9, 10, 11-12 

b. Exile and restoration therefore means humiliation and exaltation, 

death and resurrection 

 

Chapters 7-12 

7:1-9 

A. Ahaz’ quandary: God or Assyria? (1-9) 

B. Isaiah meets Ahaz at the Upper pool (cf  36:2) 

1. Ahaz was to keep calm and not to be afraid (4)!  

2. After all the northern alliance is not to be feared (4-9) 

 

7:10-17 

A. Invitation to put God to the test is really a test for Ahaz (10)! 

1. Will he believe God or not?  

2. Isaiah is asking him to seek God for evidence of the truth of his words  

3. Ahaz’ refusal to ask for a sign probably indicates that he already had his mind 

made up and he didn’t want to hear it from God! (12) 

4. The consequence of his unwillingness is doom for the house of David (13) 

a. Note the change from “your God” to “my God” (10, 13) 

B. Sign of Immanuel (14-17) 

1. God will give Ahaz a sign anyway 

a. Best understood as a sign of judgment  

2. That “virgin” is the best understanding in this verse is supported by the fact 

that any conception other than a virginal conception would hardly constitute a 

sign 
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3. Zion has already been portrayed as a woman (1:8) 

a. Her son is then the faithful remnant that will emerge from the 

judgment of the woman  

b. Hence, her son is ‘Immanuel’: God with us’: God will be with the 

faithful remnant that gathers around Isaiah (cf 8:16); not with Ahaz—

hence the shift from ‘your God’ to ‘my God’!  

4. Child shall be called “Immanuel”: God with us (14) 

a. Links this child to the child of 9:6 

5. Sign means that: 

a. Israel’s northern neighbors will be destroyed shortly (16) 

b. Fulfilled first in 732 B.C.  with destruction of Syria; 722/21 B.C. Israel   

c. God will send Assyria upon Judah (17): 701 B.C.   

 

7:18-25 

A. More detail of Judah’s destruction  

1. Invasion will include both Egypt and Assyria (18) 

2. People will be disgraced (20)  

3. Very few will survive (21, 22) 

 

8:1-10 

A. The sign of Maher-shalal-hash-baz ‘quick to plunder, swift to spoil’ (1-4; v 18 he is a 

sign) 

1. First, he indicates that destruction will come swiftly upon the northern 

countries (3, 4) 

B. Assyria will not stop at the border of Israel but will invade Judah as well (8) 

C. The Assyrian invasion, however, will eventually be halted by God (9, 10) 

1. God is still with the remnant (10)  
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8:11-23 

A. These verses display the central theme of “in whom shall we trust”? 

B. Isaiah is instructed to not be like the people (11f; 2 Cor 6:19-7:1; see also 1 Cor 5:6-

8) 

1. If the people were to acknowledge God then He would be a sanctuary for 

them (13, 14) 

D. Those who use occultic methods are foolish (19) 

E. Only those who speak according to the law have any insight (20) 

 

9:1-7 

A. There is no gloom, however, for those who were distressed (1) 

1. Glory will eventually prevail; beginning in Galilee (Matt 4:12-17) 

2. Includes gentiles  

B. God has freed them from their oppressors (3, 4): three-fold ‘for’ in 4-6 

1. For, release for oppressed (4) 

2. For, war will cease (5) 

3. For, ideal ruler will be born (6) 

C. This is accomplished through the rise of the ideal King (6, 7) 

1. This person is a royal figure  

a. Note: “government”, “kingdom” and “throne” (6, 7) 

2. This person is a “child” 

a. Child is “born”; Son is “given” 

b. I.e., He is eternally the Son; while He is born a child! 

c. This also shows the means by which God overcomes the arrogance 

and oppression of the world; not by becoming like them, but by 

becoming the opposite of them (i.e., a child; humble and innocent) 
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3. This child is Divine:  

a. Wonderful Counselor: providing true and wise counsel 

b. Mighty God: (cf  10:21; 1:24; Psalm 50:1) 

c. Everlasting Father: denotes His eternality (father likely denotes His 

role or function) 

d. Prince of Peace (cf 32:17)  

 

9:8-10:4 

A. God is the source of the fall of Rezin and Pekah (8-12) 

1. The fall of the northern neighbors was not the result of Ahaz’ alliance with 

Assyria 

2. Assyria is but an implement in the hand of God by which He directs the 

affairs of the world 

B. Their sin was the pride of man (9) 

C. Nonetheless, God will still spare some (21) 

 

10:5-34 

A. God is Sovereign and not Assyria (chs 7-12) 

B. Thus, though, Assyria is God’s tool, now they have come under judgment (5-19) 

1. The victor’s gods are not God; nor is God less because His people are 

defeated 

C. God will return a remnant from Israel (20-27): central section of 10:5-34  

1. Remnant will rely on the Lord! (20-23)  

D. Assyria will be destroyed (28-34) 
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Chapter 11 

11:1-16 Messiah’s Kingdom 

Messiah’s rule will be in righteous judgment of the poor and afflicted! (4) 

A. Shoot from the stem of Jesse (1) (cf  Ezek 34:23-25) 

1. Assyria is felled never to return 

2. Judah is felled but new life emerges from its stump  

B. Seven-fold Spirit will be upon him (2) (cf  Luke 4:14, 18) 

1. Spirit of wisdom and the Fear of the Lord 

2. Contra spirit of wisdom of Israel’s kings who fear Assyria 

C. He will judge not by physical and outward appearances (3) 

D. He will judge in righteousness (4-5) 

1. He will judge the poor in fairness (cf 10:2) 

2. Means: the rod of His mouth and the breath of His lips (cf 2 Thess 2:8; Rev 

1:16; 19:15; Heb 4:12, 13) 

E. Peacefulness that results from the reign of the Messiah (6-9) 

1. Dependence of the animals upon the child illustrates one of the key themes of 

chs 7-12: namely, that a child will rule and not arrogant world rulers 

2. Reason for this peace is that all possess the knowledge of the Lord  

F. There will also be a restoration of God’s people (11-16) 

1. From all over the Earth (11) 

2. Is this an indication of the return from Babylonian captivity?; or, a reference 

to the Church?; or, a future regathering of Israel? 

3. Context here suggests an eschatological fulfillment (cf 1 Pet 1:1-2; Rev 5:9-

10; Phil 2:9-10) 

4. This will parallel the Exodus and is itself a 2
nd

 Exodus (16) 
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Chapter 12 

12:1-6 

A. Praise because God’s anger has turned to comfort (1) 

B. God has become our Salvation (2) 

1. Affirms that the Messiah is divine!  

C. Praise to God because of His deeds (5) and His presence (6) 

D. This is to be made known to all the nations (4, 5) 

 

Chapters 13-35  God is Sovereign over the Nations and trustworthy 

Chapters 13-28  God is Judge over the Nations 

Salvation is to be found only in God  

13-23 The Destiny of the nations is in the hand of God 

  13:1-14:27  Judgment upon pride as symbolized by the eastern power 

  14:28-17:6  Judgment upon neighboring nations  

  17:7-18:7  Need to depend upon God  

  19:1-20:6  Judgment upon Egypt 

  21:1-17  Judgment upon Chaldeans and their allies  

  22:1-25  Judgment upon Judah  

  23:1-18  Judgment upon Pride symbolized by Tyre 

24-27 God is the Sovereign over history 

28-33 Do not trust in the Nations for it is foolishness (their doom is sealed) 

 34, 35 Wisdom is in trusting God 

 

13:1-18 

A. Judgment upon Babylon (1-5) 
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B. Day of the Lord is near (6-18) 

 

13:19-22 

A. Babylon is destroyed (19-22) 

1. Become like Sodom and Gomorrah (19) 

2. Never to be inhabited again (20; cf Rev 18:21-24) 

 

14:1-23 

A. Babylon’s overthrow will be hope and compassion for Israel  

1. Israel is His “chosen” 

B. This results in a taunt (4-21) 

1. Four stanzas: 

a. 4-8:  Oppressed of the Earth are at rest 

b. 9-11:  Sheol welcomes the presence of those destroyed 

c. 12-15:  Fall of the oppressors is viewed from Heaven 

d. 16-21:  Disgrace in their fall 

 

14:24-27 

A. God’s plan for Assyria (24-27) 

1. If Babylon is representative of all mankind, then Assyria is now mentioned as 

its current representative  

B. It will occur just as God has sworn! 

1. History is firmly in the control of the Sovereign Lord 

2. No world power is able to frustrate it (27) 
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14:28-32 

A. Oracle: Judgment on Philistia 

1. Context may have been the Philistine rebellion in 715 B.C.  

 

15:1-16:14 

A. Oracle: Judgment on Moab 

B. Moab’s gods are no gods at all; there is no salvation in them  

 

17:1-14 

A. Oracle: Judgment on Damascus 

1. Some will remain (6) 

a. Then they will have regarded their Maker instead of the things which 

they have made! (7, 8) 

2. Cause of the judgment will be that they have forgotten the God of their 

salvation (10; cf Deut 8:11-20) 

a. Instead, they have tried to supply their own needs (perhaps by 

associating with pagan fertility cults) 

 

18:1-7 

A. 2 views: 

1. This message (1-7) is a continuation of the 17:12-14 (or, 17:1-14); providing 

particular details to the general message of 17:12-14 

2. This passage is an oracle against Ethiopia (Cush) 

B. All will one day bring gift to the place of the Name of the Lord (7)! 

 

19:1-20:6 

A. Egypt’s helplessness before God (1-15) 
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1. God is Sovereign (1) and the idols of Egypt are not (1-3) 

B. Egypt will one day worship God (16-25) 

1. Thought appears to be: why turn to Egypt for help, when Egypt will one day 

turn to Judah 

2. Continues the theme of Judgment/purification preceding repentance  

C. The lack of Wisdom in trusting Egypt (20:1-6) 

1. Isaiah acts out the fate of the captives (2-4) 

a. Was Isaiah completely nude?  

b. “arom” can mean either completely nude (Gen 2:25) or partially (1 

Sam 19:24) 

c. If totally nude then why add ‘barefoot’? 

 

21:1-10 

A. Oracle: Judgment of the wilderness and the Sea? 

1. Source of Babylon’s fall will be Elam (major part of the Persian empire) and 

the Media (2) 

2. Fall of Babylon includes her gods (9) 

 

21:11-17 

A. Oracle: Judgment against Dumah/Edom? 

B. Oracle: Judgment on Arabia 

 

22:1-25 

A. Oracle: Judgment upon the valley of vision 

 

23:1-18 
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A. Oracle: judgment on Tyre 

  (Tyre was a city of great wealth due to trade and maritime activities) 

1. Compare with Rev 18:11-24 

2. Report of Tyre’s fall to the world (1-7) 

3. God is the source of Tyre’s demise (8-14) 

Summary ch. 13-23 (See Oswalt) 

 The Glory of the Nations is nothing (13-14) 

 The Scheming of the Nations is nothing (14-18) 

 The Wisdom of the Nations is nothing (19-20) 

 The Vision of the Nations is nothing (21-22) 

 The Wealth of the Nations is nothing (23) 

 

24-27: The Little Apocalypse  

Instead of focusing on particular nations, the focus turns to the whole Earth  

God triumphs over His enemies for the purpose of redeeming His people 

24:1-23 

A. The Overthrow of the inhabitants of the World 

B. Persons rank will make no difference (2, 3) 

1. Pride of man is attacked (4) 

C. Cause of the desolation: 

1. They sinned against God (5)  

a. Transgressed laws 

b. Violated statutes 

c. Broke the everlasting covenant 

D. God’s judgment upon the Earth 
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1. Cause is the heaviness of man’s sin (20) 

2. God will punish those who are exalted; host of Heaven and the Kings of the 

Earth (21; cf. 26:5) 

 

25:1-12 

A. The response to the overthrow: salvation among the nations 

1. Nations (3, 7) 

2. All peoples (6, 7) 

3. All faces (8) 

4. His people from all the earth (8) 

B. Thanksgiving for God’s protection of the helpless (1-5) 

1. Helpless and needy (3) 

C. Preparation of a banquet (6-8) 

1. v 8 the effects brought about by the Resurrection of Jesus (cf 26:19) 

D. God has brought about Salvation (9-12) 

 

26:1-27:1 

A. God’s efforts for His people 

1. The ones who enter God’s city are the faithful (2); and those who trust in Him 

(3) 

2. People recognize their utter dependence upon God (7-19) 

a. “We wait”; important theme of relying upon God (8; 40:31) 

b. Learn righteousness as a result of His judgments (9)! 

c. Not true for the wicked (10, 11) 

d. Then, they will rise from the dead (19; Dan 12:2; Hos 6:2)! 

B. Punishing of the nations (20, 21) 
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27:2-13 

God has a plan for the nations and Israel stands at its center  

But Israel must be cleansed: pain precedes fulfillment 

A. The Lord’s Vineyard (2-6; cf 5:1-7) 

1. Necessity for God’s care of the vineyard (3) 

2. The Vineyard in ch 5 is overrun; the vineyard here spreads out and fills the 

Earth with fruit (6; Gen 12:3) 

B. Destruction of the Lord’s enemies (7-11) 

C. Return from the nations (12, 13) 

 

Chapters 28-35 

Will Judah rely on Egypt or on the Lord? (31:1) 

 28-29 Crisis 

 30-31 False solution: Egypt  

 32-33 True solution: Lord as King 

   34     Desert will result from trusting in the nations  

   35    Garden will result from trusting in the Lord 

Climaxes in ch 35 with the Lord’s redeemed coming to Zion 

- As they come the wilderness blossoms into a garden  

 

28:1-13 

A. Situation in Northern Kingdom: Doom; Woe to the drunkards of Ephraim (Woe #1) 

 

28:14-22 

A. Jerusalem should take note 
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B. Building constructed with justice and righteousness (17) 

C. Message is double-edged: 

1. Comfort for those who believe (16) 

2. Judgment for those who fail to take heed (18) 

 

28:23-29 

A. Farmer who farms according to the knowledge provided by God (26, 29) 

B. He knows when to plow and when to sow (24) 

C. What seeds to scatter and where (25) 

D. He knows proper threshing techniques (27, 28) 

 

29:1-8 

A. Woe to Jerusalem (Ariel) (Woe #2) 

1. May mean: “lion of God” 

2. Or, “altar hearth”: i.e. the heart of the place of God’s worship 

3. Irony with #2 is that God is not pleased with their worship 

 

29:9-24 

A. The people are blind and drunk (9) 

B. They have the external form of religion without the internal transformation that is 

necessary (13) 

C. Woe to those who hide their plans from the Lord (Woe #3) 

1. As if the Lord can’t see them! (15, 16; cf. Ps 64; 139:7-12) 

D. Promise of healing and restoration (18-21: unusual to the 1
st
 part of Isaiah) 

1. God will heal the blind and the deaf (18)  

2. Free the weak and helpless (19) 
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Chapters 30-31 

Folly of Depending upon Egypt: (depending upon the very nation that once enslaved 

them) 

30:1-18 

A. Egypt’s character vs. God’s Word  

1. Woe to the Rebellious children (Woe #4) 

B. Nature of the people (8-11) 

1. Rebellious, false, refuse to listen (8) 

2. Desire false prophesies that will comfort their deluded minds (10, 11)  

C. They desire to hear no more from the “Holy one of Israel” (11) 

1. That is what they get! (12) 

2. This, however, leads to their destruction! (13, 14) 

D. Salvation is in repentance and rest! (15) 

E. God “waits” to give them grace and compassion! (18; Cf 40:27-31) 

 

30:19-33 

A. Judah’s blessings (19-26) 

1. Lord gives bread of privation (“adversity” NIV) and the water of oppression 

(20) 

B. God, not the idols will provide for their well being (23-26) 

C. Assyria’s doom (27-33) 

1. God “the Name of the Lord” will be the one to deliver His people (27) 

2. His lips; His tongue; His breath 

  



Dalrymple  Isaiah 

 30 

31:1-9 

A. Woe to those who go to Egypt (Woe; #5) 

B. The Lord will fight for Israel and destroy Assyria (4-9) 

 

Chapters 32, 33 

True solution is in the Revelation of the King and His presence in their midst  

32:1-8 The Nature of Good Government  

A. True leadership 

1. King will reign Righteously (1) 

2. Princes will rule justly (1) 

B. Result of good government 

1. Security: conveyed through images from the natural world (2) 

2. Restoration of sight, hearing, good judgment, clear speech (3-4) 

3. People will be seen for what they are (5) 

 

32:9-20 Good Government comes through judgment and God’s Spirit 

A. Warning that the impending disaster will strike Judah directly and her joy will turn to 

lament (9-14) 

B. Need for God’s Spirit who will restore them with salvation and establish His rule 

(15-20) 

C. Result of good government is justice and righteousness (16) 

D. Result of this is peace (17-18) 

E. ‘My people’ (18)  

1. Isaiah has used this in terms of the faithful remnant (and not all Israel)  

 



Dalrymple  Isaiah 

 31 

33:1-16 God’s rule is ushered in  

A. Judah is helpless without God 

B. Who then can live? (14) Answer: He who (15) 

1. Walks righteously  

2. Speaks with sincerity 

3. Rejects unjust gain 

4. Hands hold no bribes 

5. Ears do not hear about bloodshed 

6. Eyes do not look upon evil  

C. All of the above are character traits; as opposed to social status, etc. (cf Lev 19:2) 

 

33:17-24 

A. Yahweh will rule (22) 

1. He is the Judge, Lawgiver, King 

B. People will be forgiven their iniquity (24) 

 

Chapters 34-35 
34:1-17 

A. God’s wrath against the nations 

B. Judgment upon Edom (5: represents the nations in general?) 

 

35:1-10 

A. Desert becomes a Garden (1-4) 

1. They will see the “glory of the Lord”; “majesty of our God” (2) 

B. Declaration of Salvation (4b-7) 
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1. Infirmed are healed (5, 6) 

C. Highway of Holiness for the redeemed (8-10) 

1. cf. 11:16: 19:23; 40:3 

2. For the “redeemed” (cf 1:27) 

 

Chapters 36-39 

Theme: In whom do we trust?  

God brings Judah to the end of her resources so that she might learn to trust in Him  

 

36:1-22 

A. Threat of Assyria and Hezekiah’s response 

1. Contrast with Ahaz (ch 7-12) 

a. Ahaz refuse the sign (7:12); while Hezekiah asks for a sign (38:22) 

B. Rabsheqah’s  words essentially challenge the message that Isaiah has been preaching 

1. Sovereignty of God 

2. Trust in man not God (15-20) 

C. Rabsheqah address is directed to Hezekiah; whom he neglects to call “king” (4) 

D. Do not let Hezekiah deceive you to trust in God (15-20) 

1. Crux of the Isaianic message! 

E. Promises them deportation (17) 

 

37:1-13 

A. Isaiah is asked to intercede (3-5) 

B. Isaiah prophesies Sennacherib's death (7) 
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C. Rabsheqah returns (8-13) 

1. Reiterates the warning against trusting in God (10)  

 

37:14-35 

A. Hezekiah’s prayer (14-20) 

1. God is King and Creator (16) 

2. God hears and sees! (17) 

B. God answers through Isaiah (21-29) 

1. It was God who decreed and provided him with his strength (26, 27) 

2. Result of Sennacherib's pride and failure to recognized God: he will return the 

way he came (29) 

C. Sign of Jerusalem’s deliverance (30-35); i.e., when you see these things then you will 

know that it was the work of God 

1. Same way there will be a remnant among Israel (32) 

2. Assyria will not even attack the city (33, 34) 

D. Angel of the Lord struck the army of the Assyrians (36-38) 

1. Sennacherib murdered by his sons (38) 

 

38:1-22 

Parallel between Hezekiah and the nation 

A. Hezekiah’s Illness (1-6) 

1. Surely die (1) 

2. Turns to God in prayer and weeping (2, 3) 

3. God HEARS and SEES Hezekiah’s concerns (4) 

4. God promises him 15 years (5) 

B. Hezekiah requests a sign (7, 8) (see v 22; Cf. 2 Kings 20:8) 
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C. Hezekiah’s Psalm (9-20) 

 

39:1-8 

A. Babylon officials visit (1-2) 

1. Hezekiah shows them “all” his storehouses (2) 

B. Isaiah confronts Hezekiah (3, 4) 

1. Hezekiah “confesses” (4) 

C. Isaiah prophesies against Hezekiah (5-7) 

1. All will be carried to Babylon (6, 7) 

 

Chapter 40 

40:1-11 

Chapter introduces all the major themes that will be developed 

Comfort (1) 

Atonement (2) 

Way of the Lord (3) 

Glory of the Lord (5) 

Power of the word of God (8) 

City of God (9) 

Zion’s deliverer (10-11)  

A. ‘Comfort my people’ (1, 2: establishes the theme of 40-66) 

1. ‘My people’  

2. ‘Hard-service’ has ended (2) 

3. They are forgiven: Iniquity has been removed 
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B. ‘Clear the way for the Lord’ (3; cf Matt 3:3; Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4; John 1:23) 

1. Highway for God! 

Redemption precedes blessing  

C. Result is that the Glory of the Lord will be seen (5) 

D. Focus turns to man and its powerlessness (6-8) 

1. All flesh is like grass: 

a. Withers (7, 8) 

b. Cause is the breath of the Lord! (7) 

E. Word of the Lord stands forever! (8) 

F. Such good news must be proclaimed from the mountain tops (9) 

 

40:12-31 The Majesty of God  

God is the sole ruler of the Universe; cp ch 6!  

Incomparability of God (12-18) 

He alone is Creator (12-14; 26, 28) and Sovereign (15-17) 

Idols are not gods by nature and, in fact, they don’t exist as real animate entities and, 

therefore, cannot be compared to God (i.e., seeing they do not see) (21-29 cf 44:6-20; 

41:6, 7; 46:5-7) 

They cannot predict the future (22, 26) 

They cannot relate the past (22) 

They cannot even act (23, 24, 29) 

God will strengthen the weary and power to him who lacks it (29) 

He is not only strong but gives strength to the weary  

To those who wait on the Lord! (31) 
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Chapter 41 

41:1-7 Nations on trial  

Trial scene (1-7; cf 41:21-29; 42:18-25; 43:8-13; 44:6-20; 45:20-25) 

1. Nations are summoned to present evidence as to who is God? 

God is Lord of all (2) 

Means: The faithful Servant (2) 

1. Cyrus? (2) 

The Holy One of Israel is the only true God (cf. 41:4, 22-26; 45:20-21; 46:1, 2;      

48:5, 14) 

Nations are afraid (5-7) 

1. In fear they turn to the gods (7) 

2. They must encourage one another (6; 10, 13, 14; 40:29: God comforts and 

equips) 

 

41:8-20 Israel was to be God’s witnesses 

Israel was God’s servant; chosen by God (8-9) 

Thus far, Isaiah is God’s servant (20:3); and Eliakim (22:20) 

People of God need not fear (10-14) 

1. God will care for them 

2. Enemies will be dealt with (11, 12) 

‘Servant’ (9) 

1. They 

Holy One of Israel is the redeemer (14) 

1. Purpose is that they may see and recognize Him (20) 
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41:21-29 

A. God vs. other gods (21-23) 

‘gods’ challenged to declare what is going to happen; or, even has happened (22, 

23) 

‘gods’ are exhorted to do something (23) 

 

Chapter 42 

42:1-9 Servant Song #1 

Servant has an idealness: he brings ‘delight’ to God; he does not become discouraged  

Servant will be empowered by the Spirit (1) 

Servant will suffer? (4) 

Israel is by contrast: 

Complaining (40:27) 

Fearful and Dismayed (41:10) 

Blind and deaf (42:18-19) 

Disobedient (42:23-24) 

Israel is the bruised reed (42:3) 

Israel was in need of deliverance physically from foreign oppression and captivity 

(Cyrus; 45:1; will accomplish this for them 

And they were in need of freedom from spiritual darkness (42:7); this Servant will 

accomplish this 

A. Servant is presented to the hearers and readers (1-4; cf Matt 12:18-21) 

1. Servants relation to God (1) 

‘I uphold’ (1) 

‘My soul delights’ (1) 

‘My Spirit upon Him’ (1; cf. Matt 3:13-17) 
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He will bring justice (1: bring it forth; 3: in truth/faithfulness; 4: establish 

it; cf Mal 2:17) to the nations  

1. Misphat: connotes establishing of societal order where the 

needs of everyone are met 

2. Distinguishes the Servant in the Servant songs from the 

servants elsewhere in the book 

3. Elsewhere the servants are merely witnesses 

2. Manner and success of the Servants ministry (2-4) 

a. With true softened justice; i.e., not harsh, power-wielding 

highhandedness (2, 3) 

b. In ‘truth’ (3); ‘faithfully’ 

c. Not ‘disheartened’ or ‘crushed’ until He establishes justice: suggests 

that He will suffer  

B. Address by God to the Servant (5-9) 

1. Servant is called by God (5; 4 times the 1
st
 person pronoun is used for God) 

a. Emphatically stated: ‘I am the Lord, I have called you’ (6) 

b. ‘In righteousness’ (6) 

2. Purpose:  

a. ‘As a covenant to the people’ (6; cf John 14:6?) 

1. It will be ‘a light to the nations’ (6) 

b. God purposes for His people will be realized—God will remember His 

covenant  

3. Conclusion (8, 9) 

a. ‘I am the Lord, that is My name’ (8) 

b. ‘I will not give my glory to another’ (8) 

1. Glory: tied to the fact that God does the things that the idols 

cannot 

2. Thus, God has accomplished, and will accomplish, what He 

said in the past; and now He declares new things (9) 
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3. Cf John 17:5 

 

42:10-17 

A. Hymn of Praise (due to the revelation of the Servant just received) (10-13) 

1. Includes all the Earth (10) 

2. A ‘new song’ (10) 

B. God is ready to act (14-16) 

1. Nothing will be able to stop God’s judgment (15) 

2. Help those who are helpless (blind on path’s they do not know! 16) 

C. Result (17) 

1. Those who trust in idols will be shamed!  

 

42:18-25 

A. Present condition of the people 

1. Deaf and blind (18) 

a. Servant is deaf and blind (19) 

b. Cannot be the same Servant who opens the eyes of the blind (7) 

2. Do not observe what they have seen (20; cf Deut 28:15; 29:2-4) 

a. Despite the greatness and gloriousness of the Law (21) 

3. They were not willing to walk in His ways or obey His law (24) 

B. Result: God poured out His wrath upon them (25) 

1. They still do not pay attention! 
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Chapter 43 
43:1-7 

Webb notes 6 words of encouragement in 43:1-44:5 

- I have redeemed you (43:1) 

- You are witnesses (43:10) 

- I am the Lord . . . your King (43:15) 

- I am doing a new thing (43:19) 

- I blot out your transgressions (43:25) 

- I will pout out my Spirit on your offspring (44:3) 

 

A. Israel redeemed (1) 

1. God has redeemed them! 

a. Even though they pass through many trials! (2) 

2. He is their Savior (3) i.e., God, the Holy One is! 

 

43:8-13 

A. Lawsuit against the gods (cf 41:21-29): feature of ‘witness’ 

1. Israel will be a witness for God (8-10, 12) 

2. Who among the gods can do such things? (9) 

3. Israel is the witness and servant of God; to let the world know and believe 

(10): 

a. I am He! (cf. v 11) (note use of ‘I’ 2x) 

1. Expresses God’s eternality (cf Exod 3:14, 15) 

b. No other gods before or after Him! 

1. Necessarily true if God is eternal! 
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c. There is no Savior besides Him (11) 

1. Cf Tit 2:13! 

d. Only He declared and proclaimed (12) 

B. Conclusion: (14) 

1. From Eternity I am He  

2. No one can deliver out of His hand 

3. No one can reverse His acts 

 

43:14-21 

A. God will do a new work: He will bring them out of Babylon (cf vv 18, 19) 

1. He sent them there! (14) 

B. Reason for this work: Because of who God is and that they belong to Him (15) 

 

43:22-28 

A. God’s acting on behalf of Israel is not a result of their worthiness 

1. Not called on Him (22) 

2. Not honored Him with sacrifices (23) 

B. Despite the fact that God has been more than gracious  

1. He has not burdened them (23) 

2. Wipes out their transgressions! (25) 

a. He will not remember their sins! 
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Chapter 44 

44:1-5 

A. ‘But now’ (1) serves as an opening contrast with the previous statement  

1. God’s love for them (1, 2) 

2. God will give them His Spirit (3) 

3. Abundant offspring (4) 

4. Privilege of being an Israelite; name will be held in honor (5; cf Gen 12:1-3) 

 

44:6-20  

The Holy One of Israel is the only true God (cf. 41:7, 22-26; 45:20-21; 46:1, 2; 48:5, 14) 

A.   God is Absolute (6-8) 

B. Idols represent non-existent beings (6-20; cp 41:7; 46:1, 6-7) 

1. Idols are made by men who themselves are finite and fallible (11, 12) 

a. They get tired and hungry (11, 12; cf. 46:7) 

b. He must measure out its dimensions (13) 

2. Idols are made of wood (14-19) 

a. It is a tree that was cut down (14) 

b. Some of the wood was used to make fire in order to warm himself and 

to cook with (15-19) 

c. The idol must be carried about (46:1, 7) 

d. When placed the idol does not move (46:7) 

e. It is nailed down so that it doesn’t totter (41:7) 

f. It does not answer when cried to (46:7) 

g. It cannot save anyone from trouble (46:7) 

C. Isaiah, therefore, wonders why no one asks: ‘Is not this thing in my right hand a lie?’ 

(44:20) 
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44:21-23 

A. Remember what God has done! (21; cf. Deut 8:2, 11, 18; 9:7) 

B. Return to Him for He redeemed them (22) 

 

44:24-28 

A. Announcement of Salvation  

1. God is the Maker of all things (23) 

2. Thus, He confirms all that He has spoken (25) 

B. Cyrus is His shepherd (28) 

C. Cyrus declares Jerusalem and the Temple to be built  

 

Chapters 45-46 

45:1-8   

A. Cyrus as the agent of God 

 

45:9-13 

A. Woe: to the one who quarrels with the Maker over His means of operation! (9) 

 

45:14-46:13   

A. Speech to Jerusalem (14); evidenced by second person sing fem pronoun ‘you’ (cities 

are feminine in Hebrew) 

1. Jerusalem represents the people of God  

2. She will rule the world 

3. They will bow down to you (cf 49:23; Rev 3:9) 



Dalrymple  Isaiah 

 44 

B. God’s Sovereignty over all the gods 

1. Nations will come to God in submission (14-17) 

2. Turning of the tables: idols now powerful will be put to shame; while God’s 

people will be saved eternally 

C. Idols are carried and do not carry: whereas God carries them in times of distress 

(46:1-2) 

1. ‘Bel’: (lord): alternative name for Marduk: chief god of Babylon 

2. Nebo: (speaker): son of Bel-Marduk: patron of wisdom and writing; his rule 

was to write on the tables of destiny the fates decreed by the gods for the year  

D. Reflect on this (3-7): 

1. Idolaters carry their gods; God carries Israel (3-4)  

a. Exod 19:4; Deut 1:31; 32:11; Isa 63:9 

 

Chapter 47 

47:1-15  

Babylon is portrayed in her classic arrogance; ‘she is the complete symbol of worldly 

success’ (Webb, 190) 

- She is queen of the kingdom (5) 

- Thinks she will remain forever (7) 

- Fails to acknowledge anyone else’s existence (8) 

- Proud of her wisdom and knowledge (10)  

Message: she stands under the judgment of God 

A. Destruction of Babylon (fulfilled in 539 B.C.)  

1. She is an arrogant woman (7, 8, 10) 

a. ‘I am’ is a direct challenge to the Lord (8, 10; cf 45:5)  

2. All that she has relied on will be shown to have been false (9, 13, 14, 15); an 

illusion 
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3. She has no hope of delivery (15) 

B. Deliverance is only through Him! 

 

Chapter 48 

48:1-11 

Spiritual state of Israel is still not good 

Return from Cyrus was not enough 

A. Former things (1-5) 

1. ‘Hear’: (repeated 10x :1-16) 

a. Connotes ‘obeying’ as the result of hearing (cf Deut 28, 29, 31) 

2. They did not come in truth and righteousness (1) 

3. They are obstinate (4); treacherous (8)   

4. God proclaimed them in the past so that they would know that it was Him and 

not their idol (5) 

B. New things (6-11) 

1. In light of the fulfilled prophesies, now He will do a new one (6) 

 

48:12-22 

A. Creator’s purpose (12-16) 

1. Reminder to listen (12) 

B. Lord God has sent Me (16) 

C. Admonition to listen (17-22) 

Something more is to be done: Cyrus was not enough!  
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Chapter 49 
49:1-7 Servant Song #2 

Servant is to bring justice to the nations (42:1-4)  

Servant is now to restore Jacob (49:5) 

A. Nature of the Servant (1-3) 

1. Called and named from the Womb (1) 

a. Close association of the mother with the Messiah promises (cp Gen 

3:15; Isa 7:14; Mic 5:2; Ps 22:10) 

b. Messiah to be named before birth (Isa 7:14; Matt 1:23; cf Jeremiah 

also 1:5) 

2. Mouth is a sharp sword (2) 

a. Weaponry is his words (cf. 11:4; Rev 1:16) 

3. ‘My Servant, Israel’ (3) 

B. Contrast between His apparent futility and His accomplishment (4-6; see v 7; cf Jer 

4:19-22; 8:22-9:1; 15:15-21; 17:14-18; 18:18-23; 20:7-12, 13-18) 

1. ‘Toiled in vain’ (4) 

2. Justice and reward is with God (4) 

C. Statement of His mission 

1. Restore Jacob ‘to Him’ (5): therefore the Servant is not Jacob  

a. Contrasts with Cyrus who restored Israel to Judah; while the Servant 

will restore Jacob to Him (spiritual restoration versus physical 

restoration; Lam 5:21) 

2. ‘Light of the nations’ (6) 

a. Bring Salvation to the ends of the Earth 

b. Because it is ‘too small a thing’ for Him to merely restore Jacob (6) 

D. Conclusion (7) 

1. The Servant is the ‘despised One’ and the ‘One who is abhorred by the 

nations’ (7) 
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2. Yet, kings shall arise and princes will bow (7) 

 

49:8-13 

A. Israel’s task: 

1. Make it possible for all the people to return to Him (12) 

2. Covenant to all nations  

a. Both Israel and the Servant bring salvation to all nations  

B. ‘Those whom God restores become a sign of his commitment to extend this same 

blessing to all people’ (Webb, 195)  

1. Those free say to those captive: ‘Be Free!’  

2. Stress is on the mission to the Gentiles that derives from the spiritual 

return of the people of God  

3. People of God now includes the nations (12)  

C. Neither hunger nor thirst. . . (10; cf Rev 7:16)  

D. Shout for Joy; Rejoice (13) 

1. For, the Lord has comforted His people (cf 40:1) 

 

49:14-26 

A. Has God forgotten Zion? (14)  

1. No, not any more than a mother her child (15, 16) 

B. God will provide offspring from all over the world (22, 23) 

 

Chapter 50 

50:1-3 

A. They have been sent away because of their sins, but there was never a divorce (1) 

B. Surely, since there was never a divorce God is able to redeem them (2, 3) 
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50:4-9 Servant Song #3 

Focus is now on the Servant and his ministry to the people of God  

A. Servant was faithful  

1. He listens to the Lord’s instruction (4) 

a. What Israel had failed to do (48:18)  

2. ‘I was not disobedient’ (5) 

a. Cp John 8:29 

3. Faithful during physical and emotional abuse (6; cf Matt 26:67; 27:26) 

B. Therefore, He can be assured of God’s help (7) 

C. Court scene: Servant dares anyone to show that He is guilty (8, 9; cf John 18:38)  

 

50:10-11 

A. Call to obey the Servant 

1. Fear the Lord  

2. Trust in the name of the Lord 

3. Rely on his God 

B. Those who kindle their own fire and walk by their own light will find destruction (11) 

 

Chapter 51 

51:1-11 

A. Listen to me (1) 

1. God is our source (1) 

B. Pay attention to me (4) 

1. Law goes forth from Him (4) 
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C. Awake, Awake, arm of the Lord (5, 8) 

1. Called to action to bring about a new Exodus (see 9-11) 

 

51:12-16 

A. I, even I, am He who comforts you (12; cf 40:1) 

B. God responds: their fear of men is disbelief in God (12-16) 

1. Men die (cf 6:1)  

2. Men are like grass (cf 40:6) 

 

51:17-23 

A. Arise O Jerusalem (17) 

1. It is not the arm of the Lord that must arise but the people of God  

B. Punishment has fallen to her enemies (23) 

 

Chapter 52 

52:1-12 

A. Jerusalem is to wake up (1) 

B. God’s name is at stake in the treatment of His people (5-6)  

C. They will know that God is the One (6) 

D. Hearers celebrate what God is about to do (7-12) 

E. New Exodus (11-12)  

1. This exodus they will carry out only the vessels of the Lord (whereas from 

Egypt they carried spoils of gold and silver) 

2. Note: Nebuchadnezzar carried the vessels from the Temple at the beginning of 

the exile (Dan 1:1-2; Ezra 1:7-11)  

3. Paul cites this passage in our calling to holiness (2 Cor 6:17)  
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52:13-53:12   

The Exalted and Suffering Servant (‘arm of the Lord’; and ‘Servant’) 

 Same person as in 42:1-9; 49:1-6; 50:4-9? 

 Note the contrasts: 

1. Servant’s exaltation v humiliation and suffering 

2. People’s opinion of Him v what is true of Him  

5 Stanzas 

A. 52:13-15 (commendation of the Servant: in the voice of God) 

1. ‘Behold’ my servant (13; cf 42:1) 

2. ‘Will prosper’ (13) 

a. I.e., He will, ‘know and do the right things in order to accomplish his 

purpose for which he was called’ 

3. ‘High and Lifted up’: (13) used in combination 4 times in this book; and 

nowhere else in the OT (cf 6:1; 33:10; 57:15) 

a. Other 3 times they all describe God! 

4. ‘Exalted’: (13) 

a. Cf 2:6-22 (esp 17) where God humbles the exalted: only God is 

exalted! 

5. Many will be ‘astonished’ when they see Him (14)   

a. ‘Appearance was marred more than any man’ (14) 

6. 2 readings of v 15: 

a. Kings, et all, will be just as astonished of His exaltation (14), as they 

were of His humiliation (13) 

1. Thus, ‘shut their mouths’ would indicate that they are 

speechless (15) 

2. This view would see 53:1-3 as reverting to the thought of v14 
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b. Sees v 14 as alluding to a smaller group who are dismayed over the 

humiliation of the Servant, and now a larger group is as well 

B. 53:1-3 (Servant’s humiliation: in the voice of ‘we’) 

 ‘We’?: cf 16:6; 24:16; 42:24; 64:4-5 

(1. Nations: view held by those who think that the Servant is Israel) 

(2. People of Israel: view held by those who believe the Servant is the 

Messiah; cf John 12:38; Rom 10:16) 

1. For the nations to be dismayed is one thing (they have never heard), but what 

of those who have heard? (1) 

2.  ‘Arm of the Lord’ (1) 

a. Means by which God will do for Israel what she could not do for 

herself (cf 40:10; 48:14; 51:5; 52:10) 

3. Unexpected nature of the Servant 

a. ‘Tender shoot’ (2; cf 11:1): the unwanted sprouts from an exposed root 

of a tree 

1. i.e., Not a mighty oak! 

b. ‘Despised’ (3): ‘to consider something or someone to be worthless, 

unworthy of attention’ 

c. ‘Forsaken of men’(3) 

d. He has enough of His own problems:  

1. ‘Sorrows’ and ‘grief’ (3) 

a. Cf v4 ‘our sorrows’ and ‘Our griefs’:  thus, we dispised 

Him because of His appearance, yet, His disfigurement 

is a result of our sins that He was bearing 

b. He has done this For us as well! (cf v5) 

e. Therefore, ‘men hide their faces’ (3; cf John 1:10, 11) 

f. ‘Despised’ and not ‘esteemed’ (3) 
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C. 53:4-6 (Servant’s humiliation: in the voice of ‘we’) 

1. ‘Our’ sins, et all He bore! (note the ‘surely’ v 4; contrast and affirmation) 

  (note contrast between ‘him’ and ‘us’) 

a. Our griefs He bore; our sorrows He carried (4);  

1. ‘Carried’: Language of Leviticus: where the animal not only 

carries (nasa) the sins of the offender, but does in the offenders 

place what the offender was to do’ 

2. ‘Bore’: likewise, implies the bearing (sabal) of a burden for 

someone else 

3. Thus, the Servant suffers for His people 

b. yet, we considered him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted (4; 50:5-

7) 

c. He was pierced for our transgressions; He was crushed for our 

iniquities (5) 

      (‘Pierced’ and ‘crushed’: signify that illness is now replaced by injury) 

1. ‘Pierced’: usually associated with death (22:2; 51:9; 66:16) 

2. ‘Crushed’: implies breaking into pieces, pulverizing (19:10) 

2. ‘But’!, ‘our’ healing that He bore them! 

a. For our well-being fell upon Him (5) 

b. His scourging we are healed (5) 

c. Iniquity of us all fell upon Him (6) 

3. All of us like sheep have gone astray (6) 

D. 53:7-9 (Servant’s humiliation) 

1. Servant’s submissiveness 

a. ‘He was oppressed’ and ‘afflicted,’ ‘yet He did not open His mouth’ 

(7; 42:2-4; Matt 26:63; Mark 15:5; Luke 23:9; John 19:9) 

b. ‘Like a lamb’ and ‘like a sheep’ (7; cf John 1:29) 
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2. Servant’s innocence 

a. ‘Transgression of my people’ (8)  

b. His people, ‘To whom the stroke was due’ (8) 

c. ‘He had done no violence’ (9) 

d. ‘Nor was there any deceit in His mouth’ (9) 

3. Not true for Israel: they deserved what they got! 

a. ‘He was assigned a grave with the wicked’ ‘with the rich’ (9) 

E. 53:10-12 (commendation of the Servant: in the voice of God) 

1. ‘Lord was pleased’; ‘To crush Him’; ‘putting him to grief’ (10)  

a. Reason: He offered Himself as a ‘guilt offering’ (10) 

2. End:  

a. ‘see His offspring’; ‘prolong His days’ (10) 

1. I.e., atoning sacrifice for the sins of others 

b. He ‘will justify many’ (11) 

1. He does so by bearing ‘their iniquities’ (11) 

2. ‘He poured out Himself to death’ (12) 

3. He was ‘numbered with the transgressors (12) 

4. ‘Bore the sins of many’ (12) 

5. ‘Interceded for the transgressors’ (12) 

 

Chapter 54 

54:1-17 

A. Rejoice (1) 

B. Fear not (4) 

C. Source of the restoration is in the grace of God (7, 8, 10) 
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D. Imagery of a rebuilt city  

1. Beauty (11,12) 

2. Blessedness of its inhabitants (13, 14) 

3. Their security (14-17) 

 

Chapter 55 

55:1-13 

Chapter has 12 imperative verbs: thus, Israel is warned not to miss what God has 

planned 

A. Listen to God’s wonderful promises (free stuff) 

1. ‘Buy’: what is free (1) 

2. Spend money for what is not bread (2, i.e., it provides no spiritual 

nourishment) 

3. Listen carefully and eat what is good (3) 

B. Two servants? 

1. Behold: David (4) 

2. Behold: Servant? (5) 

C. Invitation to seek the Lord: while you can (6) 

1. Our understanding of things does not limit what God can do (8, 9) 

b. Our ‘thoughts’ and ‘ways’ are not His 

c. Thus, our sinful ‘ways’ and ‘thoughts’ are not His and we must turn 

from them in repentance 

2. God’s Word is totally certain (11) 

3. God promises great things (12, 13) 
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Chapters 55-66 

Deals with the period after the return from Babylonian exile 

56-59 (also 63-66) focus on the necessity to live out God’s righteousness (so that the 

world may know Him): and the inability of man to do so; and the grace of God to deliver 

(also in 60-62)  

 Parallels with ch 6 

1. Man of unclean lips sees the glory of the Lord 

2. Man receives the cleansing from God 

3. Begin to obey God by informing the world of Him 

 So also:  

1. People get a vision from God (7-39) 

2. Receive the forgiveness and deliverance from God (40-55) 

3. Now they are enabled to obey and to inform the world of Him (56-66) 

 

56:1-8 

God has more than just restoring displaced Israelites; plan is for Gentiles to be included 

A. Salvation comes to the person who does righteousness and justice (1-4) 

1. Such was absent (cf 5:7) 

B. Blessed is the man who does this (2) 

1. By actions: preserving righteousness and justice (1) 

a. Such are the obligations of accepting the grace of God 

C. Result of obedience is a name better than that children could bring (4, 5); being 

brought to a Holy mountain (7) 

D. House will be a house of prayer (7; cf Matt 21:13) 

E. Other sheep (8; John 10:16) 
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56:9-57:13 

A. Problem: wicked leaders (9-12) 

1. Supposed to be Watchmen: usually prophets (10) 

2. Supposed to be Shepherd: nurturing and strengthening the community  

B. Result of all this (56:11, 12) is that the righteous are dying off (1) 

C. People caught in idolatry (3-13) 

1. Judgment upon such people announced (3, 4) 

2. Description of their acts: aspects of fertility acts (5, 7-8); child sacrifices (5); 

animism (6); ceaseless demands (9, 10) 

D. How were the people untrue to God? (11) 

1. They lied 

2. They did not remember Him 

3. They did not take it to heart  

E. Why were the people untrue?  

1. Fear? (11) 

 

57:14-21 

A. God promises to revive (15); lead (18); heal (18); and encourage them (18) 

B. God dwells on High, but, also, with the lowly and contrite (15) 

C. But, there is no peace for the wicked (21) 

 

58:1-14 True religion 

A. People who practice superficial religion (1-5) 

1. Doesn’t affect how they treat others  

2. They fasted and ‘humbled’ themselves (2, 3) 

a. Yet, they quarreled and did as they pleased (3, 4) 
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3. Their objective in their fasting was Self: to get something from God 

B. The definition of true fasting and obedience is self-denial (for the sake of others), and 

what pleases God (6-12): 

1. One of servanthood (6f)  

2. To loose the chains of injustice (6) 

3. To set the oppressed free (6, 9, 10) 

4. To share food with the hungry (7, 10) 

5. To provide shelter for the wanderer (7) 

6. To clothe the naked (7) 

C. Conclusion in a final ‘if’, ‘then’ clause (true fasting is the ‘if’; and God’s blessings 

are the ‘then’ 13, 14) 

 

59:1-15a 

A. Inability of the people to be righteous of themselves 

1. Sins have separated them from God (2)  

2. It is not God who has failed to act; but their sin that has caused the separation 

(1-2) 

B. Reason why prayers are not answered: sin (2; examples follow 3-8) 

C. People admit their sins—Communal Lament (9-15a: not the use of the 1
st
 person 

plural pronouns) 

(Key climax in the book!  They don’t make excuses. Leads to the proclamations of 60-

62!) 

1. Isaiah seems to include himself in these pronouncements (contra Jonah) 

2. Truth is lacking! (13, 14, 15) 

3. When that happens the lack of justice and righteousness necessarily 

follow (9, 11, 14) 
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59:15b-21 

A. God comes (He sees) and enables man to live righteously 

1. Note: ‘no one to intercede’ cf. 53:12 

B. So, He does so through His own Arm (16) 

1. No one else could (16) 

C. Description is of God’s coming as a mighty warrior (17-20) 

1. Enemy is sin (18) 

2. Puts on righteousness and salvation (17): deliverance for His people  

3. Puts on vengeance and zeal (17): punishment of enemies  

D. Rewards are available for those who turn away from sin! (20) 

E. God’s covenant remains with them (21) 

F. God’s Spirit is upon them 

G. His words shall not depart from them 

 

Chapters 60-62 

8 repeated themes within 60-62 

1. God will save His people 

2. God will give them light 

3. God will share His glory with them 

4. The nations will be drawn to what they see of the God of Israel 

5. The nations will restore Zion’s children to her 

6. The nations will bring their wealth to give to Israel’s God 

7. Those who oppressed Israel will be brought low and Israel will be exalted over 

them 

8. Israel will both experience and exemplify the righteousness of God 
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Cp Rev 21-22 

 

60:1-9 

A. Your light has come: and the Glory of the Lord: God will give them light 

 

60:10-16 

A. Foreigners will serve you and their wealth will come (10-11) 

1. Rebuild the city (10) 

B. Gates open continually (11) 

1. Peace: no fear (11,14) 

2. Nations which will not serve them will be destroyed (12; Gen 12:1-3) 

3. Nations will come to Temple with gifts (13) 

C. Result: you will know that God is the Lord; Savior; Redeemer; Mighty One (16) 

 

60:17-22 

A. Entire city is to be made of metal (17; cf Rev 21:10-22:5): implies permanence (v 

21)? 

B. All inhabitants will be righteous (21) 

 

61:1-3 

A. Servant-Messiah (Luke 4:16-21) 

1. Spirit of the Lord is upon me (1; cf. 11:2; 42:1) 

a. Servant of chs 40-55 and the Messiah of 1-35 

2. Year of Jubilee (Lev 25:8-55) 

a. Announced by Jesus (Luke 4)  

b. Still in effect 
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3. Purpose: 

a. Bind the brokenhearted (1) 

b. Set the people free (1) 

c. Proclaim the year of the Lord (2) 

d. Comfort all who mourn (2)  

B. People will be oaks of righteousness (3: cf. 10, 11; 62:1, 2; cp. 11:5) 

 

61:4-11 The Good news 

A. You will be called priests (6; 1 Pet 2:4-10) 

B. Zion will eat the wealth of nations (6) 

C. Double portion of blessing (7; contra double portion of hard service 40:2) 

D. Clothed with salvation (10) 

E. Robed in righteousness (10) 

 

62:1-12 

Question is how and where will this salvation and righteousness come from? 

- From Zion to the nations  

 

A. God will show the nations that Zion is not forgotten (1-5) 

B. Conclusion: Call for the people to enter the salvation that God has made available 

(10-12) 
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Chapter 63 

63:1-6 Day of Vengeance  

A. God’s incomparability 

1. He treaded the winepress and stained His garments (2, 3)  

2. Stained with blood (2); their lifeblood (3, 6) 

B. No one else could do it so: His own arm brought salvation (5) 

 

63:7-19 

A. Israel’s hopes are in the goodness of God (7) 

1. He became their Savior (8) 

2. He redeemed them (8) 

B. Peoples’ inadequacy and rebellion (10) 

1. Resulted in God becoming their enemy  

 

Chapter 64 

64:1-7 

A. Declaration of trust (4) 

1. God acts for those who wait on Him  

B. Confession: People’s own sin that keeps them from God (5-7) 

 

64:8-12 

A. Call for God to remember: 

1. He is the God who brought Israel into existence (8, 9) 
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Chapter 65 

65:1-16 

A. God’s response to the lament 

1. Announcement of judgment on those who are not His servants but rebels (1-7) 

2. Hypocrisy has been one of the problems of the people 

a. Obedience to the cult was not prescribed (cf. v 12) 

B. God promises salvation for His servants (on His terms not theirs) 

C. However, when God rises for Israel it will be in judgment as well (11, 12) 

D. Contrast between God’s servants and those who only pretend to be (13-16) 

 

65:17-25 

(Hope) 

A. Reiteration of the promise of New Jerusalem (Cf Rev 21:10-22:5) 

B. New Heavens and New Earth (17) 

 

Chapter 66 

66:1-6 

(Judgment) 

A. God’s presence cannot be limited (1) 

B. God desires obedience (humility) not sacrifice 

1. God looks to the one who is: Humble, Contrite of Spirit, and who Trembles at 

His Word (2) 

2. Not Sacrifice (3) Note the harshness of expressions! 

C. Judgment begins in Jerusalem and at the Temple (6) 
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66:7-14 

(Hope) 

A. New Jerusalem is as a mother nursing her children (cf 26:16-18; 37:3; 51:18-20 this 

theme is used of deprivation; and 49:19-21; 54:1-3 where this theme is used of hope 

and promise) 

1. Announcement of salvation (7-9) 

a. From the judgment on Jerusalem and Israel is the birth of the Church  

2. Call to rejoice in the new reality (10-11) 

3. Fuller description of the blessings of Jerusalem’s inhabitants (12-14) 

a. Peace (12); Comfort (13); Heart will be glad (14); Bones will flourish 

(14) 

 

66:15-17 

(Judgment)  

A. Lord will come in fire (15) 

B. Slain will be many (16) 

 

66:18-24 

(Hope) 

A. God’s intent to use Israel in order to draw people who obey Him from all over the 

world (19, 20) 

B. They shall see the Glory of God (18) 

1. Goal of missions is the Glory of God  

C. God will set a sign in the midst of the nations (19) 

1. Note the use of ‘signs’ in the Gospel of John and Acts 2:22 

D. Nations are harvested (20; Matt 28:18-20; Acts 1:8) 

E. God will take some of them for priests and Levites (21; 1 Pet 2:4-10) 
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F. Result is an eternal worship of God (22-24)  

 

Conclusion: John 12:41 
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