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James 

A. Author 

1. Claims to have been written by James (1:1) 

2. James son of Zebedee?: Acts 12:1-2 killed approx. AD 44 

3. Brother of Jesus: James the Just? 

a. Compare James with the speech in Acts 15:13-21 

b. Not initially a believer (John 7:1-5; Mk. 3:21); Converted after the 
Resurrection (1 Cor 15:7); Bishop of Jerusalem (Acts 15:13-29); 
Martyred in AD 62 

B. Time and Place 

1. Prior to AD 62; May be as early as AD 45 

2. To: Jews of the Dispersion (12 tribes) 

C. Purpose 

1. Encourage them in their persecutions (1:2-4) 

2. Wealthy oppressing (5:1-6) 

3. Warn against superficial faith (2:14-17) 

a. Builds off the Thesis statement of 1:22:  “Do not merely listen to 
the word and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says” 

b. Doing what it says means: “Love your neighbor as yourself” (2:8) 

4. Internal turmoil caused by false teachers (3:13-18) 

D. Distinctive Features 

1. Parallels with the Sermon on the Mount and the teachings of Christ 

a. 2:5—Luke 6:20; 2:11—Matt 5:21-24; 3:10-12—Matt 7:16-20; 
3:18—Matt 5:9; 4:13-17—Matt 6:10; 5:10, 11—Matt 5:11, 12; 
5:12—Matt 5:34-37 

2. Imperatives pervade the letter  
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E. Structure  

1. 1:2-27 Introduction: Collection of sayings compiled in order to introduce 
the themes of 2-5 

a. Forms 12 sections: 2-4; 5-8; 9-11; 12; 13-15; 16-17; 18; 19-20; 21; 
22-25; 26; 27 

b. Generally speaking the themes of the last 6 sections of ch 1 
correspond to the themes of the first 6 units of 2-5 

2. 2:1-5:20 Exposition (12 sections) 

a. 2:1-13 Partiality and the Law of Love 

b. 2:14-26 Faith and Works 

c. 3:1-12 The Tongue 

d. 3:13-18 True and False Wisdom 

e. 4:1-10 A call to the double minded to repent 

f. 4:11-12 Against judging one another 

g. 4:13-17 Denunciation of Merchants 

h. 5:1-6 Denunciation of Landowners 

i. 5:7-11 Holding out till the parousia 

j. 5:12 Speaking the whole Truth 

k. 5:13-18 Prayer 

l. 5:19, 20 Reclaiming those who err 
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1:1-27  Persevering under trial 
A. James (1) 

1. ‘Servant of the Lord’ (1:1) 

a. Authority that James has; not a statement of humility  

b. Title for Moses (Num 12:7); David (1 Sam 19:4); Prophets (Isa 
20:3; Dan 6:20; Amos 3:7; Jer 7:25); Israel (Isa 41:8) 

B. 12 tribes who are dispersed (1) 

1. Dispersion refers to the land outside of Israel 

 

1:2-18 

1:2-4  

A. Consider it pure joy, when you face trials of many kinds (2-4) 

1. Joy (2; Cp Rom 5:2-5)—suffering produces hope; 1 Pet 1:6-7—suffering 

proves faith; Disciples rejoiced in suffering because “they were considered 

worthy to suffer for the sake of the Name” (Acts  5:41); 2 Cor 8:1-9 connects 

suffering to generosity and the example of Christ 

2. Trials (peirasmois): Things that put a person to the test: including persecution 

(as with Jesus) and moral tests (1 Cor 10:13) 

3. Reasons why joyous: (3-4)—reason is a chain of virtues that ends with 

maturity—James is more interested in the result of the trials 

a. Produces endurance/perseverance (3; spiritual stamina) 

b. Perseverance must finish its work 

c. End result: mature and complete (4; not lacking anything) 

1. The process of testing will determine the genuineness of 
your faith 

2. It is the faith that is tested 

1:5-8 

B. If, however, anyone lacks wisdom (5-8; 1 Cor 2:6; Col 1:28) note: contrast to 1:4 

when we will be not lacking anything) ask God (Prov 1:1-7; 2:6-8): cf 3:13-18 

1. Wisdom (Gk. sophia): wisdom that enables a person to avoid the paths of 

wickedness  
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2. Wisdom is supernatural in origin (3:15) 

3. Wisdom is manifested in deeds of peace (3:17) 

4. Wisdom is not simply saying wise things; but is found in a life that promotes 

justice (1:20); love (2:8-11); peace (3:18) 

5. Ask God: repetitively (Gk. implies begging) 

6. God gives generously/simply (Matt 7:7-11; Jer 29:12-14)  

7. Ask in Faith and not doubting (6) 

a. Here the request is within the will of God in that God promises to 

provide us wisdom to overcome trials 

1. ‘Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil’ (Matt 

6:13) 

2. ‘Not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when 

you are tempted, he will also provide a way out’ (1 Cor 10:13) 

1:9-11 

C. Brother in humble circumstances vs the one who is rich (9-11) 

1. Humble here refers to poor 

2. Poor are those within the Church 

a. Pride/boast in high position (in Christ) 

3. Rich are outside? (10; cf Jer 9:23-24); they treat the poor unjustly (2:6-7); 

guilty of economic injustices (5:1-6); wither away (1:11)  

a. Pride/boast in low position: pass away (1 Pet 1:24-25; Ps 90:3-6; 

103:15-16; Isa 40:6-8) 

1. In the midst of their pursuits (4:13-17; Luke 12:13-21; 
14:15-24) 

b. Boasting is in his riches that perish 

1. May allude to the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70 

1:12 

D. Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial (12) 

1. Condition is that one perseveres under trial (Mark 13:13; Rom 2:7; 2 Cor 

12:12; Col 1:11) 
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2. Trial here is the test of 1:2f 

3. When he has stood: he will receive the Crown of Life 

1:13-15 

E. Let no one say when ‘tested/tempted’ (13) 

F. I am being tempted by God (13) 

G. Temptation is not from God (13-15; cf Matt 6:13; 1 Cor 10:13) 

1. God cannot be tempted be evil: because He’s holy 

2. God does not tempt anyone:  

a. God does allow temptation to occur 

b. God does test throughout Scripture (Gen 22) 

3. God cannot be tempted by evil and tempts no one (13) 

4. Instead temptation comes from individual (Mark 7:19) 

H. 3 Stages of sin: 

1. Temptation (14): lust/desire 

a. Dragged away and enticed: fishing and hunting terms  

1. Dragged away: drawing out the fish 

2. Enticed: lured by bait (hunting) 

2. Birth to sin (15; cf 1:18) 

3. Sin gives birth to death 

1:16-18 

I. Do not be deceived (16) 

J. Not from God because  

1. All good things come from God (17) 

2. God does not change (17) 
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3. God in His goodness gave birth to the community  

a. Give birth (1:15, 18): Desire ‘gives birth to sin’ but God gives birth 
to the community! 

K. God chose us to give birth through the Word of Truth (18) 

1. ‘In the exercise of His will’: God’s intention was to give birth to the 

community;  

2. Example of a good gift from God (Matt 6:22-23; 7:7-11) 

3. To give birth (cf 1:15) 

a. Human desires give birth to sin; God gives birth to the community 

b. Peter: new birth (1 Pet 1:3-5, 23; 2:2-3) 

4. New birth of the messianic community/Church 

5. The goodness of God has been questioned by some 

a. God’s singular response of goodness is questioned (1:5) 

b. God tempts (1:13) 

c. God changes like shifting shadows (1:17) 

6. Means: Word of truth 

a. God created order from chaos through His word in Gen 1 

b. Word of truth: Gospel 

7. Goal is the new birth: So that we might be the firstfruits (18; 2 Thess 2:13; 
Rom 16:5; 1 Cor 16:15) 

a. Restoration of all things (Acts 3:19-21) 

b. The whole creation (Rom 8:19-24) 

c. Firstfruits (Rom 11:16) 

d. ‘God’s intent is to restore individuals in the context of a 
community that has a missional focus on the rest of  the world’ 
(McKnight, James, 131) 
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1:19-27 

1:19-20 

A. Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry (19-
20) 

1. Quick to hear 

2. Slow to speak 

3. Slow to anger  

B. For (reason), anger of man does not achieve the righteousness/justice of God 
(20) 

1. Don’t be angry because it does not produce justice  

1:21 

A. Therefore, (ground) putting aside all filthiness and wickedness: receive the 
Word implanted (21) 

1. Get rid of sins that prevent justice  

2. Implanted means that God has done a work in the believer (Joel 2:28-32; 
Isa 32:15; 34:16-17; 59:21; Deut 30:11-14; Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:22-38) 

1:22-25  

A. Be  doers of the Word (22; Matt 7:12-27; 25:31-46; Rom 2:13) 

1. Stress of the OT (Exod 18:20; Deut 17:19; 27:26; 28:58; 29:29; 31:12; 
32:46; Josh 1:7-8; 22:5; 23;6; 2 Kings 17:34, 37; Jer 32:23; Ps 40:8; Ezra 
7:10; Neh 10:29; 2 Chron 14:4) 

B. Deceive themselves (22; Matt 7:21-23) 

1. They are deceived if they think they can bring about God’s Kingdom 
through violence  

C. Anyone is a hearer and not a doer (23; 1 Cor 13:12) 

1. Looks at his natural face in a mirror  

a. Mirror is parabolic for the Word: looks at the Word is like the one 
who looks in the mirror  

D. Forgets what kind of person he was (24; Deut 4:23; 6:12; 26:13; Ps 119:16) 

1. Forgets that he was made in the image of God 
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2. Or, forgets what kind of moral person he is  

E. One who looks at the perfect law and does it will be blessed (25) 

1. Abides/perseveres  

2. Law: Torah as interpreted through Jesus (Gal 5:13-14; Mark 12:28-32; 
Matt 5:17-20, 48; 15:1-20) 

3. Law of liberty (2:12)  

4. What does do it look like? Cf 1:26-27!! 

5. Blessing can be here and now as much as in the eschaton in James 

1:26-27 

A. If anyone thinks himself to be religious (26) 

1. Does not bridle the tongue (26; cp 3:2-3) 

2. Deceives his own heart/indulging their hearts (26) 

B. This man’s religion is worthless (26) 

1. Worthless in the sense of useless; i.e., it effects nothing: it does not bring 
about any good (cf 2:14, 17, 20, 22, 26) 

2. What is not brought about is Justice (1:20) and Peace (3:18) 

C. Pure and undefiled religion (27) 

1. To be pure means to be marked off from the world of the unjust, 
oppressive, and worldly 

2. Purity thus defines the person who is able to live in the land; For James it 
is before God (27) 

D. 1) Visit orphans and widow (27; cf Exod 22:22; Deut 10:18; Isa 1:17; Ezek 22:7) 

1. Orphan often meant ‘fatherless’ or ‘motherless’ and not necessarily the 
loss of both 

2. Widows (Mark 12:38-43) 

2) Keep oneself unstained by the world (27) 

1. Cf 1 Tim 6:14; 2 Pet 3:14 
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2:1-13 No partiality and the Law of Love 
- 2:1-4 Illustration: assembly 
- 2:5-7 Rational argument 
- 2:8-12 Biblical argument  
- 2:13 Call to obedience  

 
2:1-13 
2:1-4 James begins by describing the inconsistency of faith in Jesus and treating the 
poor with contempt 
2:5-7 Interrogation of readers who treat others with partiality 

- God has consistently chosen to give grace to the poor 
- The Church has broken that pattern 

2:8-13 provides instruction  
- Jesus’ version of the Shema (adding Lev 19:18 to Deut 6:4-9) 
- This is broken when the community shows favoritism  

 
- 2:1-4 Illustration: assembly 

A. Do not hold faith with an attitude of personal favoritism (1) 

1. Since God is impartial (Deut 10:17) so ought we to be (Lev 19:15; Acts  
10:34; Rom 2:11; Gal 2:6; Eph 6:9; Col 3:25) 

B. In our glorious Lord Jesus Christ (1) 

1. If Jesus is the Glorious one then He deserves the honor! 

a. To give it to an unbeliever is contrary to that!  

C. Rich and poor enter assembly (2) 

1. Synagogue:  

a. Church borrowed language from Judaism to refer to their 
gathering place  

2. Wearing fine clothing and a gold ring (2; Luke 7:25; 16:19-21; Rev 17:4-
5) 

a. Clothing showed one’s status and role  

b. Is the man a Christian? 

i. 1 Cor 14:23: non-Christians visited churches 

ii. Cp 1:9-11  

3. Poor man in dirty clothes (2) 
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4. Showing favoritism towards the rich (3; cf Luke 14:7-14)  

D. 2 Accusations:  

1. Made distinctions among yourselves 

a. Violates the Great Commandment: love your neighbor (2:8-9) 

b. Cf Lev 19:18; which is closely connected with the poor (Lev 19:15)  

2. Become judges with evil motives (4) 

a. Motives are to gain themselves something in the here and now  

b. “Judge” in James is God (4:11-12); agent is Jesus (5:7-9) 

- 2:5-7 Rational argument 
A. My beloved brothers (5) 

B. Listen! (5; Deut 6:3-5; 9:1; Mic 1:2; Joel 1:2; Isa 7:13; Matt 13:18; 15:10; 21:33; 
Luke 8:18; 18:6)  

C. God chose the poor to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom—to those who 
love Him? (5) 

1. Election of Israel (Deut 4:37-38; 7:3-8; 14:2) 

2. NT: 1 Pet 2:9; Eph 4:1 

3. Rich in faith (Luke 6:20-26) 

4. Love God (cf 1:12; Deut 5:10; Exod 20:6—it is part of the 10 
commandments) 

D. You have dishonored the poor man (6) 

1. God chose the poor but you have dishonored them  

E. However, the rich were the ones who were exploiting them (6, 7; 5:1-6; Matt 
10:16-25; Mark 13:9-13; Luke 12:11-12; the prophets were persecuted Matt 
5:10-12; Jesus was persecuted John 15:18-21; Mark 8:34-9:1): 3 ways  

1. Oppress them (cf Mal 3:5; Hab 1:4) 

2. Drag them into court (cf Acts 9:1-2; 4:1-4; 13:50; 16:19; 21:30; fulfilling 
Matt 10:16-25) 
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3. They themselves blaspheme the Name (Rev 13:6; Matt 9:32-34; 12:22-
24) 

a. The Name is substitute for YHWH (Exod 23:20-21; Matt 6:9)  

- 2:8-12 Biblical argument  
Condition sets up contrast (8-9) 

- If you love, you do well 
- If you show favoritism, you commit sin 

Explanation (10-11): defining the meaning of transgressor 

- One who commits to the Torah accountable to the whole 
- One who gave the Law also gave the others 

Exhortation: Law of liberty (12) 
 
A. Instead, If you fulfill the royal law: Love your neighbor as yourself, you do well 

(8; Lev 19:18; cf Matt 5:17-20) 

1. Royal law: Law of Jesus the king!: these are the laws of the Kingdom of 
God mediated through Jesus! (Mark 12:28-31; Matt 22:37-40) 

a. Followed by other NT writings (Rom 12:19; 13:9; Gal 5:14; John 
13:34-35; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:17) 

2. ‘Fulfill’ is synonymous with ‘keeps’ (2:10) 

B. If you show favoritism, you commit sin and are convicted by the law (9) 

1. By the law: particular law of Lev 19:15, 18: failure to love the poor (Lev 
19:15) is a failure to love your neighbor  

C. For, Guilty in one part is guilty of the whole (10) 

1. Common protestant perspective is that to break one law is to break all of 
it 

2. The Jewish world did not expect all Jews to follow the law; the Day of 
Atonement was instituted to provide forgiveness through confession and 
sacrifice  

D. For, Adultery v murder (11; 5:6; cf Matt 5:21-26; 27-32) 

1. Why these two?: both taken from the 10 commandments; both found in 
Jesus’ sermon (Matt 5) 

a. They could be guilty of murder by hating their brothers (Matt 
5:21-26);  
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b. They could also be guilty of actual murder  as part of their hot-
headed actions  

i. Cf 5:1-6 retaliatory murders or by being complicit with the 
rich they were culpable of murder  

E. Speak and act as those who are to be judged by the Law of liberty (12) 

1. Speak (3:1-12) and Act (1:19; 2:25) are both stressed in James 

2. Final judgment in James is based on what the people of God say (1:19, 26; 
3:11-12; 4:11-16; 5:12) and what they do (1:27; 2:1-26; 4:1-10; 5:1-6)  

a. Matt 12:36; 16:27; 25:31-46; 1 Cor 3:10-15; 2 Cor 5:1-10  

3. Law of liberty is the law of loving one’s neighbor as oneself 

- 2:13 Call to obedience  
A. For, judgment will be merciless for one who shows no mercy: mercy triumphs 

over judgment (13) 

1. The reason why they should show mercy is that otherwise they will not 
be shown mercy  

2. If they become merciful then they will triumph over judgment  

3. ‘Triumph’: references the victor; even a gladiator, as they stand over the 
defeated on a battlefield 

a. For James, it is the merciful who are such triumphant victors 

 

2:14-26 Faith and Works Generosity is necessary 
- 2:14-17 Illustration: Christian poor  
- 2:18-20 Rational Argument  
- 2:21-26 Biblical Argument  

 
Augustine: “I do not understand why the Lord said, ‘if you want to enter into eternal 
life, keep the commandments,’ and then mentioned the commandments relating to 
good behavior, if one is able to enter into eternal life without them”  
 

- 2:14-17 Illustration: Christian poor  
Faith without deeds is dead (2:14-17; cf Luke 3:7-14; Matt 7:15-27; Rom 1:5; 2:6-8; 
6:17-18; 1 Cor 13:12; 2 Cor 10:5-6; Gal 6:4-6; Heb 5:11-6:8; 1 John 6:16) 
 
A. What good is it?: ans: no good at all (14) 
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B. If a man claims to have Faith, but has no works (14) 

1. Works must connect to the Torah  

2. Can such faith save him? No! 

a. He says, ‘can the faith save him’ 

1. I.e., this type of faith cannot save 

2. Namely, faith without deeds cannot save: faith that is 
merely confessional  

3. Confession includes monotheism (2:19) 

4. If James meant that no faith can save, then he wouldn’t have 
qualified Faith with the word ‘the’: i.e., he did not say that 
Faith cannot save 

3. “Save”: refers to eschatological salvation or moral transformation 

a. 4:12; 5:20 connects judgment with eschatological salvation  

b. James entire point is that the Saved person doesn’t merely listen to 
the Word, but he does what it says (cf Matt 7:19) 

c. Cf Eph 2:8-10 

C. Example: if a brother or sister is without clothes and in need of daily food (15) 

1. Brother or sister refers to believers (Matt 25:31-46; Gal 6:10) 

D. Go in peace, be warm, be filled (16) 

1. Peace is God’s peace 

a. Thus, the person is speaking with a piousness; religiosity 

2. Be warm: may connote ‘May God keep you warm’  

E. Faith by itself, if it has no works is dead (17) 

- 2:18-20 Rational Argument  
A. Someone may say: you have faith and I have works (18) 

1. This someone may be some opponent of James: But why did they say that 
they have works and James has faith?  
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2. What if this opponent was merely saying: “one person has faith and 
another has works”?  

3. That is, they are implying that both are acceptable ways of living out the 
covenant  

B. James’ reply: “Show me your faith without the works and I will show you my 
faith by my works” (18) 

C. You believe that God is one: Creedal faith is not saving faith either (19) 

1. Faith is now defined as believing that God is one  

2. Even the demons believe and shudder  

D. Are you willing to recognize that faith without works is useless (20) 

1. You foolish fellow:  

- 2:21-26 Biblical Argument 
A. Was not Abraham our father justified by works? (21) 

1. Justified is the opposite of useless  

2. Offering of Isaac (21; cf Gen 22; Cf Heb 11:17-19) 

3. Just prior to the binding of Isaac (Gen 22) was Abraham’s welcoming of 
strangers and the announcement of Isaac’s birth (Gen 18)  

a. Gen 22 may be seen as God providing (Gen 22:8) for someone who 
was merciful and hospitable 

B. Faith was working with his works (22) 

C. As a result of his works faith was perfected (22) 

1. Perfected in the sense of brought to full realization 

D. Scripture was fulfilled: Abraham believed and it was credited as righteousness 
(23; Cf Gen 15:6; Rom 4:3, 9-11) 

1. For Paul Gen 15:6 is proof that Abraham was justified by he was 
circumcised 

a. Paul is emphasizing that Gentiles do not have to take on the signs 
of Judaism to be saved (Abraham was the model of faith before 
works) 
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b. James is addressing those who think that creedal faith is sufficient 
(Abraham is the model of faith with works) 

E. Friend of God (23; Cf Luke 12:4; John 3:29; 11:11; 15:13-15; 3 John 15: means to 
be in the people of God) 

F. Person is justified by works and not by faith alone (24) 

G. Rahab was justified by works (25; Josh 2; 6:16-25; Heb 11:31) 

1. Received the messengers and sent them out by another way 

2. This was an act of mercy and hospitality 

H. For, as the body without the spirit is dead; so faith without works is dead (26; 
Gen 2:7; 6:17; Ezek 37:8-10) 

 

3:1-4:12 Demand for Pure Speech 
- 3:1-12 The Tongue  

o 3:1-2a Warning against self-exaltation 
o 3:2b-5a Warning about the power of the tongue  
o 3:5b-12 Warning about doubleness of the tongue 

- 3:13-18 Pure speech comes from wisdom: True and false wisdom   
- 4:1-10 Pure prayer is without anger/in trust: repent 

o 4:1-3 Prayer without anger and desire 
o 4:4-6 Condemnation of compromise  
o 4:7-10 Call to repentance 

- 4:11-12 Pure Speech is uncondemning  
 
3:1-12  

o 3:1-2a Warning against self-exaltation 
A. Let not many of you become teachers (1) 

1. James is not concerned with the number of teachers but with the 
irresponsible and unloving teachers: he is concerned with their impact  

2. Jesus was concerned with the desire for power and fame that 
accompanied such positions (Matt 23:6-8) 

a. It is not simply what they know and teach but also for how they 
live 

3. Primary vehicle for the teacher is the tongue (Matt 5:21-22; Prov 12:18; 
13:3; 18:21) 
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4. With their tongue, teachers influence large numbers of people 

B. We shall incur a stricter judgment (1; Luke 12:48) 

1. To whom much is given much will be required (Luke 12:48) 

C. We all stumble in many ways (2a; Job 4:17; Ps 19:12; Prov 20:9; Jer 17:9) 

o 3:2b-5a Warning about the power of the tongue  
D. If one does not stumble in what he says, he is perfect (2) 

E. Bridling the tongue is to control the whole body (2b) 

1. Does body here refer to the Messianic community?: Makes sense since the 
whole passage is about teachers and their effects 

a. Passage is not about individualistic piety but on peace and 
harmony in the Church 

F. Bits in the horses mouths (3) 

G. Ships are directed by a small rudder (4) 

H. Tongue is small but boasts of great things (5a) 

1. Likewise the small tongue controls the whole body 

3 elements at play: guiding desire (pilot of the ship); means of control (rudder); and 
that which is controlled (the ship) 

- So also, the will of the teacher, the tongue, and the community 

o 3:5b-12 Warning about doubleness of the tongue 
I. Great forest set ablaze by a small fire (5b) 

J. Tongue is a fire (6; Prov 16:27; 26:21; Isa 30:27) 

K. Very world of iniquity (6) 

1. ‘World’ in James refers to the world system that is opposed to the KOG 
(1:27; 2:5; 3:6; 4:42x) 

L. Tongue does 3 things (6) 

1. Defiles the entire body (cf 2:10?)  

2. Sets on fire the course of our life/(nature?) 

3. Is set on fire by hell  
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7-8 difficulty in taming the tongue 

M. Man has tamed the animals (7) 

1. Beasts, birds, reptiles, creatures of the sea: creation? 

a. Gen 1:26, 28: ‘fish of the sea, birds, cattle, wild animals, creeping 
thing’ 

b. Cf 3:9 where James references creation in the image of God 

N. No one can tame the tongue (lit, of humans) (8) 

1. If so, they would be perfect (3:2) 

2. It is a restless evil (8; cf 1:8; 3:16; 1 Cor 14:33) 

3. Full of deadly poison (8) 

O. We bless and we curse (9-10a) (note change to 1st person) 

1. We bless God 

2. We curse men made in His likeness 

a. This has a negative impact on persons socially: it is used to shame 
persons 

b. Also labels the persons status before God as one condemned  

c. Made in His likeness means that all persons are worthy of respect 

P. Ought not to be this way (10) 

Q. Analogies from nature (11-12) (cf Matt 7:16) 

3:13-18 Pure speech comes from wisdom: True and false wisdom   
- 2 kinds of wisdom being pursued: 

o One with envy and ambition (14-16) 
o True wisdom that leads to peace (17-18) 

A. Wise and understanding?; good behavior (13; Prov 1:1-7) 

1. This is not cognitive but behavioral 

2. ‘Wise and understanding’ used for teachers (Deut 1:13, 15; Dan 5:11-12) 

3. Good behavior 

a. A wise teacher manifests meekness and wisdom 
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b. Concern for the poor (1:9-11, 26-27; 2:2-4; 5:1-6) 

c. Loving speech (1:19-21; 3:1-12; 4:1-12)  

4. In the gentleness of wisdom—humility: which was counter-cultural  

a. Non-retaliation in the face of criticism 

o Wisdom from below (3:14-16) 
B. If you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart (14): 2 vices 

1. Zeal: often results in violence (zealots) 

a. Cf Phineas (Num 25:1-13; Ps 106:30); Elijah (1 Kings 19:10, 14); 
Maccabees (1 Macc 2:54, 58; 4 Macc 18:12) 

b. This zeal was ‘bitter’: suggesting harsh and angry and ferocious (cf 
Rom 3:14) 

c. “We should not ignore the possible physical violence in this 
language” (McKnight, 304) 

2. ‘Ambition’: ‘determination to gain one’s own ends’ 

a. Leaders who are bent on personal gain (Phil 1:17; 2:3) 

b. Result is disorder (3:16) 

C. Do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth (14) 

1. Zeal and ambition lead to boasting and a denial of the truth (Jer 9:23-24) 

2. They are so zealous for their own sakes and their reputation that they 
boast and deny the truth 

D. This wisdom is not from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic (15-16): 
 ‘au[th h` sofi,a’: this wisdom: which is a false wisdom 

1. Not from above (1:17; 3:15, 17): from the heavenly or divine world (cf 
John 3:3, 7, 31) 

Earthly, natural, demonic: describe a life that is not shaped by God and the Spirit: 
moral terms more than physical terms (James is “fundamentally concerned with 
behavioral and not speculative metaphysical categories” McKnight, 307) 

2. Earthly (cf John 3:12; 2 Cor 5:1)  



Dalrymple   James 
 

 19 

3. Natural/unspiritual  

a. Favorite term for Paul used to contrast ‘spiritual’  

b. Denotes one who is lacking the Spirit (1 Cor 2:14; 15:44, 46; Jude 
19) 

4. Demonic (3:6; 4:7) 

a. “Either the teachers pursue a wisdom that comes from God, or 
they continue on their reckless, destructive path, which comes 
from Gehenna and the evil-spirit world” (McKnight, 308)  

E. For, where jealousy and selfish ambition exist there is disorder and every evil 
thing (16; cf 4:1) 

1. This is what happens to the community where these things exist  

2. Their abusive language has brought chaos to the community  

o Wisdom from above (3:17-18) 
F. Wisdom from above (17): 7 attributes (James uses ‘first’ and ‘then’) 

1. Pure: without defects (2 Cor 11:12; 1 Tim 5:22; 1 Pet 3:2; 1 John 3:3) 

2. Peaceable: one who promotes peace with God, self, and others (Matt 5:9; 
Prov 3:17) 

3. Gentle: tempers zeal and ambition: courtesy, goodness, generosity (2 Cor 
10:1; Phil 4:5; 1 Tim 3:3; Tit 3:2) 

4. Reasonable: ‘willing to yield’, ‘compliant’, ‘persuadable’ 

a. Antonym is rebelliousness and not listening (Acts 26:19; Rom 
1:30) 

5. Full of mercy and good fruits: two point to the same thing: good works 
towards  those in need/poor 

6. Unwavering/impartial  

7. Without hypocrisy: characteristic of love (Rom 12:9; 2 Cor 6:6; 1 Pet 
1:22) 

G. Seed who fruit is righteousness is sown in peace (18)  

1. They are not seeking peace but conflict (4:1) 
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- 4:1-10 Pure prayer is without anger/in trust: repent 
o 4:1-3 Prayer without anger and desire 
o 4:4-6 Condemnation of compromise  
o 4:7-10 Call to repentance 

- 4:11-12 Pure Speech is uncondemning  
 

o 4:1-3 Prayer without anger and desire 
A. What is the source of quarrels and conflicts? (1) 

1. Quarrels: armed conflicts (Matt 24:6; Luke 14:31; 1 Cor 14:8; Heb 11:34; 
Rev 9:7, 9)—can be metaphorical   

2. Conflicts: fights, disputes; often metaphorical (2 Cor 7:5; 2 Tim 2:23; Tit 
3:9) 

B. Source your pleasures/desires (1) 

C. Wage war (1; cf 1 Pet 2:11; Gal 5:17) 

D. You lust/want something and do not have so you commit murder (2) 

1. Lust/desire: against their enemies? 

2. Commit murder: literal or metaphorical? 

a. Connection with ‘zeal’ (3:14) supports literal  

b. Connection with Matt 5-7 favors metaphorical (Matt 5:21-22; 1 
John 3:15) 

E. You envious/covet something and cannot obtain so you fight and quarrel (2) 

F. You do not have because you do not ask (2; Matt 7:7; James 1:5-6) 

1. Suggests that it is wisdom that they do not have  

G. You ask and do not receive because you ask with wrong motives: namely, your 
pleasures (3) 

o 4:4-6 Condemnation of compromise  
H. Adulteresses (4)  

1. Labeling and shaming device! (conflicts with 3:1-12?) 

a. “His language can be justified: he has an established relationship 
of trust with the messianic community: that community respects 
him; his language is accurate and theologically necessary. In the 
mouth of the wrong person, like the teachers he warns, this kind of 
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labeling is destructive of community; in the mouth of James it is 
intended to preserve and build community” (McKnight, 331) 

b. Cf Hosea: 1-3; 9:1; also Isa 54:1-6; 57:3; Jer 2:2; 3:6-14, 20; Ezek 
16:23-26, 38; 23:45; Jesus in Matt 12:39; 16:4; Mark 8:38; also, 1 
Cor 6:15; 2 Cor 11:2; Eph 5:22-32; Rev 19:7; 21:9 

I. Friendship with the world is hatred with God (4) 

1. World is what we are to be unstained by (1:27); where the wealthy dwell 
(2:5); cf 1 John 2:15-17 

2. Mark 10:35-45 

J. Or, do you think Scriptures speaks to no purpose (5) 

1. OT passage? 

a. He is referring to Prov 3:34 which he quotes in v 6 

b. ‘Scripture’ refers to the general theme of God’s jealous love 

c. Unknown?  

o 4:5-6 
Humans yearn to envy 
 God gives grace 
God resists the proud 
 God gives grace to the humble 

This means that instead of immediately quoting Proverbs James paraphrased it first 
 
K. He jealously desires the Spirit/spirit which He made to dwell in us: NIV ‘the 

spirit he caused to live in us envies intensely’ 

1. Spirit/spirit? (What is the subject?) 

a. Spirit is HS: The Spirit, which dwell in you, yearns with jealousy 

b. spirit is human spirit: the spirit that dwells in you yearns with 
jealousy 

c. God is subject and spirit is object: He [God] yearns with jealousy 
for the spirit which dwells in you (McKnight favors this) 

2. NIV: We have a divinely planted spirit that craves for envy, but God is 
present to supplant those cravings with His grace  

a. The spirit can yearn towards envy or yearn towards what is godly 
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3. In us connects James with his audience  

L. God gives Grace to the Humble and He opposes the proud (6; Prov 3:34) 

1. Contrasts with v 5: God’s grace helps us to overcome that envy  

2. Thus, this verse is a call to repentance 

a. They have embodied zeal, ambition, cravings, desires, and envy 

b. But God’s grace is there if they humble themselves 

o 4:7-10 Call to repentance 
M. Therefore, (10 imperatives); connects to 4:6: here is how one becomes humble 

and repents 

1. Submit to God (7; cf 1 Pet 5:5-9—note the connection with James)  

2. Resist the devil and he will flee (7; Acts 6:10; 13:8; 2 Tim 3:8; 4:15) 

a. Resist: military term: references the battle with the devil (Eph 
6:13; 1 Pet 5:9) 

3. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you (8; Zech 1:3; Mal 3:7; 2 
Chron 15:1-4; Heb 4:16) 

4. Cleanse your hands, you sinners (8; cf Isa 1:16; Jer 4:14; Ps 24:3-4; 73:13) 

5. Purify your hearts, you double-minded (8; 1:8) 

a. Double-minded here is their friendship with the world  

6. Be miserable/lament (9; 5:1; Rev 3:17) 

7. Mourn (9; Gen 37:34; Joel 2:12-13; Num 14:39; 1 Chron 7:22) 

8. Weep (9) 

9. Let you laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom (9; Luke 
6:25; Amos 8:10) 

10. Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord; He will exalt you (10; Matt 
23:12; Luke 14:11; 18:14; 2 Cor 11:7; Phil 2:5-11; 1 Pet 5:6) 

a. Humble is to align with the needy and dependent on God 
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- 4:11-12 Pure Speech is uncondemning  
A. Do not speak against a one another, brothers (11) 

1. Brothers—pastoral: shift from the harsh ‘adulteresses’; ‘sinners’; ‘double-
minded’ 

2. ‘Speak against’: accusingly, falsely, slanderously, with the intent of 
labeling a person as dangerous or unworthy: it is an act of judgment  

B. Speak against or judge a brother speaks against or judges the Law (11) 

1. Parable of the wheat and weeds (Matt 13:24-30, 36-43) 

2. Judging and condemning are associated (Luke 6:37) 

C. Judges the Law (11) 

1. Usurped the role of God and done what God (in Torah) said not to do 

D. One Lawgiver and Judge (12; John 8:15-16; Rom 14:4; 1 Cor 4:5)  

E. Who is able to save and destroy (12; Matt 10:28; Deut 32:39) 

F. Who are you who judge your neighbor? (12; cf Lev 19:18) 

 

4:13-5:6 Denunciation of wealthy 
- 4:13-17 Denunciation of Merchants  
- 5:1-6 Denunciation of Landowners 

 
- 4:13-17 Denunciation of Merchants  

A. You who say today or tomorrow we shall . . . (13; Matt 16:26; Phil 3:8) 

1. Statement of presumption: should have said: ‘If the Lord wills’ (15) 

2. 4 claims: 

a. “We will go to such and such a city”: location is in their control 

b. “We will spend a year”: time is in their control 

c. “We will engage in business”: labor is in their control 

d. “We will make a profit”: profits are in their control—goal of their 
enterprise  

B. You are a vapor (14) 
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C. If the Lord wills, . . . (15; Prov 19:21; Matt 6:10; 1 Cor 4:19; 16:7; Rom 1:10; Phil 
2:19, 24; Acts 18:21) 

D. Boast in your arrogance (16) 

E. The one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it sins (17; Luke 12:47; 
Rom 14:23) 

- 5:1-6 Denunciation of Landowners 
A. You rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are coming upon you(1) 

1. More of an indication that the rich are the oppressors and are under 
God’s judgment, than it is a call to repentance 

2. Weep and howl is what they will do at the final judgment (i.e., the Day of 
the Lord) 

3. Coming is imminent 

B. Your riches have rotted (2) 

1. Riches have rotted because they have not been used compassionately 

C. Your garments are moth-eaten (2; Matt 6:19; Job 13:28; Isa 51:8) 

1. Extravagant clothes were a symbol of status and a common dress of the 
wealthy 

D. Your gold and silver have rusted (3) 

1. Common critique of idols is that they waste away 

E. In the last days you stored up treasures (3; Matt 6:19-20) 

1. Last days have already arrived (Mark 1:15; Acts  2:17; Heb 1:2) 

F. Withheld pay from the laborers who mowed your field: cries out against you (4; 
Exod 2:23-25; Gen 4:10; 18:20; 19:13; 1 Sam 9:16; Isa 5:7) 

1. Mowing fields is harvesting grain 

G. Reached the ears of God! The Lord of the Hosts (4) 

1. Language of the warrior God of Israel (1 Sam 17:45) 

2. YHWH of hosts brings justice (5:16, 24; Rom 9:29) 

H. You lived luxuriously (5)  
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I. Day of slaughter (5) 

1. Common among prophets (Obad 10; Zech 11:4, 7; Isa 30:25; 34:2, 6; 53:7; 
65:12; Jer 12:3; 15:3; 19:6; 25:34; 48:15; 50:27; 51:40; Ezek 7:14-23; 
21:15; Rev 19:17-21) 

J. You condemned (2:6-7) and put to death the righteous (6; 2:11; 4:2) 

1. Legal violence and physical violence 

2. Doesn’t have to include a literal courtroom; generic description of the 
abuse of the poor (Ps 10:8-10) 

K. Righteous one: He does not resist you (6) 

- 5:7-20 Closing 
o 5:7-11 Endurance in the test  
o 5:12 Rejection of oaths 
o 5:13-18 Helping one another through prayer/forgiveness 
o 5:19-20 Closing  

 
- 5:7-11 Endurance in the test  

A. Brothers (7) 

1. Suggests a change in focus back onto the Church?  

2. i.e., those who have been oppressed by the merchants and landowners  

B. Be patient in suffering until the coming of the Lord (7-8; Rom 12:19-21; Deut 
32:35) 

1. Fortitude, strength, in the face of trials and suffering for the name (5:10-
11; Rom 5:3; 2 Cor 1:6; 6:4; 2 Thess 1:4; Heb 10:32-39; Luke 21:9) 

2. This is not a generic patience: it is confidence that God has heard the cries 
of His people and is about to act 

C. Until the coming of the Lord (7); Coming is at hand (8) 

1. Coming used in Matt 24:3, 27, 37, 39; 1 Cor 15:23; 1 Thess 2:19; 3:13; 
4:15; 5:23; 2 Thess 2:1, 8, 9; James 5:7 

2. If it is the judgment on Jerusalem then it would fit the paradigm of relief 
to the suffering people of God against the rich oppressors 

D. Lord (7) 
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E. Illustration: farmer waits patiently for the rains (7) 

1. So too the poor are to wait for God’s judgment patiently  

F. Be patient: the coming of the Lord is at hand (8) 

1. Strengthen their hearts: by Grace not foods (Heb 13:9) 

2. ‘Is at hand/near’  

a. Very close: close enough for things to start happening (Mark 11:1) 

b. Already present (Mark 14:42; 1:15; Luke 21:28; Rom 13:12) 

B. Do not complain against one another (9) 

1. They are to persevere by not complaining against one another  

2. Oppression has them ’yearning’ to find a way out and this has led to them 
complaining against one another 

C. That you may not be judged; the Judge is standing at the door (9; 4:11-12; Rev 
3:20) 

1. The God who has heard their cries and is about to judge is standing at the 
door and about to judge and if they complain against one another they too 
will be judged 

D. Remember the examples of suffering and patience: prophets (10; Matt 5:12; 
Luke 6:22-23; 11:49; Matt 23:33-39; Acts 7:52; 1 Thess 2:15) 

E. We count them blessed who endured (11; Matt 5:11-12) 

F. Job (11)  

1. Primary model of endurance  

2. Interestingly, Job complained often and was self-righteous 

a. Perhaps, then endurance does not have to mean passivity: it can 
include protest  

G. Outcome of the Lord’s dealings: He is full of compassion and is merciful (11) 

1. May refer to the end of the book of Job (Job 42:7-17)  

2. Compassion and mercy means that God will restore all things and 
vindicate the people of God (Exod 34:6-7—mercy of people of God and 
judgment for those in sin) 
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- 5:12-20: Closing  
 

o 5:12 Rejection of oaths  
A. Above all, do not swear (12; cf Matt 5:33-37) 

1. What is required is honesty  

a. Perhaps this also is not absolute? 

b. NT seems to allow oaths (Rom 1:9; 2 Cor 1:23; Gal 1:20; Phil 1:8; 
Heb 6:13-20; Rev 10:6) 

2. More likely that Jesus and James are advocating truthfulness than 
restricting oaths  

B. So that you may not fall under judgment (12) 

1. Cf Jesus: “anything beyond this is of evil”  

o 5:13-18 Helping one another through prayer/forgiveness 
C. Suffering? Pray! (13) 

1. Suffering in James is connected with the oppression at the hands of the 
rich and powerful 

2. Pray (cp Ps 30, 77) 

D. Cheerful? Since praises! (13) 

1. Enthusiasm, courage, and confidence; often in the context of stress  

a. Cp Paul’s encouragement to the sailors (Acts 27:22, 25) 

2. Sing praises 

E. Sick? Call the elders to pray! (14) 

1. Sick: denotes physical, mental, or spiritual sickness; even persons near 
death (Matt 10:8; Luke 4:40; Matt 25:36; John 5:3; cf John 4:46; 11:1-3; 
Acts 9:37; Phil 2:26-27) 

a. Need to call elders and anoint suggests that they are very sick 

2. Call the elders of the Church to pray  

a. Elders may not denote an office but just persons of prestige: wise, 
honored, respected men (Acts 11:30; 14:23; 15:2, 4, 6, 22; 20:17; 
Heb 11:2) 
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3. Anoint with oil in the Name of the Lord (14) 

a. Oil was the most common medicine in the ancient world (Isa 1:6; 
Luke 10:34) 

b. Could also be associated with miraculous healings (Mark 6:13) 

c. Anointing also used for consecration, dedication (Exod 28:41; Acts 
4:27; 10:38; 2 Co 1:21) 

F. Prayer in faith will restore the one who is sick (15; 1:6-8) 

G. Lord will raise them up (15) 

H. If he has committed sins, they will be forgiven (15) 

1. Common OT theme: related to covenant faithfulness: health, fertility, and 
long life correspond to the promises of the covenant (Deut 28: 21-22, 27-
29; Ps 38:3) 

2. NT: 1 Cor 11:30; Mark 2:5; John 5:14 

3. But, John 9:2-3 

I. Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another so that you may be 
healed (16; Lev 5:5-6) 

1. Public confession of sins  

2. Purpose is for healing (cf Isa 6:9-10; Matt 13:15; John 12:40; Acts 28:27)  

a. Healing here can mean of their ‘sins’ and thus synonymous with 
‘forgiven’; Though in a way that includes healing 

b. James is applying Isa to his community!  

c. Matt does also: (Matt 8:16-17); as does Peter (1 Pet 2:24) 

J. Effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much (16) 

1. Righteous person is the one who’s life conforms to God’s will 

2. By appealing to Elijah, James may have in mind the leader/elder as in 
5:14 

a. That Elijah is ‘a man like us’ suggests it is anyone who is righteous 
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K. Elijah is like us: he prayed! (17-18; 1 Kings 17:1-18:46) 

1. Brought drought and then rain (1 Kings 17:1-18:46); healed the widows 
son (1 Kings 17:17-24) 

2. 3 ½ years (cf Luke 4:25; Rev 11:2, 3 (11); 12:6, 14; 13:5; Dan 7:25; 
though 1 Kings 18:1 says in the 3rd year) 

3. A man like us (cf Paul Acts 14:15) 

o 5:19-20 Closing : Communal Restoration 
L. Anyone among you wanders from the Truth and turns him back (19) 

1. Among you is a person from  the Church  

2. Wanders (cf Matt 18:12-13; 24:4, 11, 24; 2 Tim 3:3) 

a. Used in warnings against apostasy (2 Pet 2:15; 1 John 2:26; 3:7; 
Rev 2:20; 12:9; 13:14; 18:23; 19:20; 20:3, 8, 10) 

3. From the Truth (cf 1:18; 3:14; 2 Tim 4:4) 

4. Turns him back: repentance (Acts 9:35; 11:21; 15:19; 26:18; 2 Cor 3:16; 1 
Thess 1:9) 

M. Let him know: To do so will save him from death and cover a multitude of sins 
(20) 

1. Two things are accomplished 

a. Restorer saves the sinners/his own life/soul from death 

i. Spiritual eternal salvation? (John 8:51-52) 

ii. His own? (cf Ezek 3:16-2; 1 Tim 4:16) 

a. Restoration covers a multitude of sins (Prov 10:12; 1 Pet 4:8) 

i. Prov 10:12: Hatred stirs things up; love covers all offenses 

ii. ‘Cover’ is synonymous with ‘forgiven’ (Ps 32:1) 

 


