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Biblical Eschatology 

Eschatology 

I. Eschatology is the study of the ‘end-times’  

 

II. Issues of Eschatology are fundamental to our understanding of the NT 

 

OT Prophecy 

I. Contingencies? 

A. Sometimes God reverses a threatened judgment or an offer of blessing; sometimes He 

softens them; and at other times he increases them   

B. Jer 18:5-10 

C. 2 Chron 12:5-7: sometimes a prophecy does not appear to have any contingencies (as in 

12:5); but only later we find out that it did 

D. Most famous example of this is with Jonah 

II. Types of Prophecy and conditions of fulfillment   

A. Conditional predictions: ‘if . . . then’  

1. Isa 1:19-20   

B. Unqualified predictions: take the form of simple statements about the future (no 

conditions are given) 

1. Jonah 3:4: 40 more days and Nineveh will be destroyed: 3:5-9: Nineveh repents 

(cp 4:2) 

2. Hag 2:21-23: this prophecy did not come to pass because Israel failed to be 

obedient   

3. Only hindsight informs us that most prophecies are conditional  

C. Confirmed predictions: have a higher degree of determination: evidenced either by words 

or by signs/symbolic actions   

1. Isa 7: Ahaz told to ask for a sign; but he hypocritically refuses; so the sign 

becomes a sign of condemnation instead of salvation  
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D. Sworn predictions: reveal in no uncertain terms that God is determined to carry out the 

prophecy; the oath raises the prediction to a covenantal certainty (Amos 4:2; Ezek 5:11)  

1. Even here there is a measure of latitude in the fulfillment because not every detail 

is covered by the prophecy 

2. Questions remain: 

a. When the fulfillment is to occur is often in the balance   

b. Who will experience the outcome is often flexible 

c. Means by which the fulfillment occurs is often unspecified  

d. What degree is often an open question  

 

III. Purpose of Prophecies  

A. Prophets were prophets of judgment: but their words of judgment were often warnings 

(unless accompanied by an oath); Predicting the future was not the main point 

 

1. Note: David is told that the child will die ( 2 Sam 12:14); yet David fasts and 

prays and wonders ‘who knows’ (12:22-23)  

2. The King of Nineveh also says ‘who knows’ (Jon 3:9)  

3. Joel 2:1-11 is also followed with a ‘who knows’ (2:12-14)  

 

IV.  Prophecy and contingency in NT eschatology  

A. Eschaton—end of the ages—has arrived (Acts 2:15-16)  

1. Peter is citing Joel 2:28-32; cf 3:1  

2. Yet, Peter is still quick to call the people to repentance (Acts 3:19-21)  

3. The return of Christ is contingent upon the repentance of the people   

B. Delay in the return of Christ was the result of the failure to repent (2 Pet 3:9): cp Dan 9  

C. Such repentance can hasten the Coming of Christ (2 Pet 3:11); Cp Haggai and Zechariah  
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V. Time texts in the OT and NT and their manner of fulfillment 

A. Use of time frames:  

1. Specific time frames are sometimes given (Isa 7:8, 16; 16:14; 21:16; Jer 25:11; 

Dan 9:2; Jon 3:4) 

a. Isa 7:8 was fulfilled: cf 2 Kings 17:24; 2 Chron 33:11 

b. Jon 3:4 however was not destroyed because Nineveh repented  

c. Dan 9 seems to extend the 70 years of Jer 25:11-12; 29:10 in accord with 

Lev 26:18 

2. Sometimes the time frame is vague (Dan 8:14; 12:11-12) 

3. Sometimes the time frame is not specific at all (Dan 7:25; 12:5-7) 

B. The prophets use language of nearness  

1. Isa 13:22 (c. 740-701 B.C.) and Hab 2:3 (c. 609-598 B.C.): both speak of the 

impending judgment of Babylon; which occurred in 539  

2. Note Heb 12:26-28 claims that the coming of Christ fulfilled Haggai 2:6-7; but 

Haggai was prophesying in 520 B.C. and says that it will happen in ‘a little while’  

C. Use of ‘end’; we must ask the end of what?  

1. Amos (8:2; 750-722 B.C.) and Ezekiel (7:2-3; c. 593-573 B.C.) declare that the 

‘end’ has come 

D. Time texts that refer to ‘the latter times’ or the ‘end of days’ (Isa 2:2-4; Ezek 38:8; Dan 

8:19; 10:14; 12:13; Mic 4:1)  

1. Sometimes these events are connected with the end of time; other times they 

refer to events that have already transpired (e.g., Dan 10:14) 

E. Telescoping: authors describe events that we now understand are widely separated in 

time, but does so without any indication that they are separate events  

1. E.g., Dan 11:2-20 depict events from 6
th
 c B.C. to the rise of Antiochus IV 

Epiphanies; Dan 11:21-35 then describe in detail the events of Antiochus: all 

fulfilled precisely  

2. Dan 11:36-12:3 then provide details that have no known correspondence with 

Antiochus; but Daniel provides no indication that the subject has changed 

F. Multiple fulfillments 

1. Dan 11:31 describes the ‘Abomination that makes Desolation’: predicts the 

desolation of the Temple and Altar by Antiochus in Dec 168 B.C.; yet, in Matt 



Dalrymple  Jesus and the Last Days 

 4 

24:15-16 Jesus indicates that the ‘Abomination that makes Desolation’ is still 

future  

2. Isa 7:14-16 predicts the sign that will come to Ahab, which is fulfilled in 8:3-4; 

yet, Matt 1:23 announces the fulfillment in the birth of Christ 

 

VI. Time of Christ’s appearing 

A. Most of the NT references to the return of Christ do not have any definite time references 

(1 Cor 1:7; Col 3:4; 1 Thess 1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 5:23; 2 Thess 1:7-10; 1 Tim 6:14-15; Tit 

2:13; Heb 9:28; 1 Pet 1:13; 5:4; 1 John 3:2) 

B. Thus, ‘It is not for you to know times or seasons’ (Acts 1:7) 

C. ‘Only the Father knows’ (Matt 24:36) 
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The Kingdom of God in Christ 

 

I. The Kingdom Has Come: Fulfillment  

A. John the Baptist and Jesus announce the near presence of the Kingdom (Matt 3:2; 4:17) 

i. This is the long awaited restoration of Israel and the Kingdom of God 

B. Wicked One overcome; fall of Satan 

1. Matt 12:28: announces that the Kingdom has come!  

2. Luke 10:18, 19: Satan fell from Heaven  

3. John 12:31-32: now judgment is upon this world; and the ruler of this world will 

be cast out—this event is connected with the crucifixion  

 

II. The Kingdom Has Come: The Provisional Character  

A. The kingdom has come, but fulfillment is yet; the fulfillment has come, but the kingdom 

is still to come  

1. Thus, ‘Your Kingdom come . . . .’ Matt 6:10 

B. Continued power of the evil one as a sign 

1. Lord’s prayer, however, affirms the continued power of the evil one  

2. Expressed in the Parables  

a. Wheat and Tares (cf Matt 13:39) 

3. Expressed in the exorcisms:  Jesus allowed the demons to enter the swine; thus, 

affirming that the time of their destructive work continues; but, it is the guarantee 

and symbol of the definite victory  

4. Rev 12; the devil still has a place even after the resurrection  

 

III. Already-Not Yet 

A. Tension we live in the last days, yet the last days are not here; we experience the ‘powers 

of the age to come’ and yet we still sin, suffer, and die 

B. In the present then believer lives in the tension of the already and not yet  
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IV. All of this is best seen in light of the New Creation  

A. The reason for the ‘already’ aspect of Eschatology is that the life, death, and resurrection 

of Christ launch the beginning of the New Creation  

B. 2 Cor 5:14-17: the death and resurrection of Christ has made us a New Creation (cf Gal 

6:14-15; Col 1:15-18) 

C. Christ is the Firstborn from the dead (Rev 1:5; 3:14; Col 1:18; 1 Cor 15:22-24) 

1. His death are resurrection are part of the new creation  

 

V. ‘Last Days’ terminology in the OT  

A. These phrases refer to OT expressions which refer to a future time when:  

1. There will be tribulation for Israel (Ezek 38:14-16); persecution, false teaching, 

deception, and apostasy (Dan 10:14-12:10) 

2. After this tribulation Israel will return to the Lord and be delivered; and Israel’s 

enemies will then be judged (Hos 3:4-5; Dan 12:1-3; 11:40-45) 

3. This will come about because the Messiah will conquer the Gentiles (Gen 49:1, 

8-12; Num 24:14-19; Isa 2:2-4; Dan 2:28-45; 12:1) 

4. God will establish a kingdom on earth and rule over it (Isa 2:2-4; Mic 4:1-3; Dan 

2:28-45; Hos 3:4-5) 

B. Other OT references relating to the ‘last days’ 

1. Pouring out of God’s Spirit (Joel 2:28-32) 

2. New Creation (Isa 65:17-18; 66:22) 

3. Day of the Lord—expression often used for the coming judgment for failure to 

repent (Isa 2:12; 13:6; Jer 46:10; Ezek 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2:1; Obad 15; Zeph 1:7, 

14-15; Zech 14:2; Mal 4:1) 

 

VI.  NT use of these phrases  

A. NT understands that the ‘tribulation’ and ‘kingdom’ co-exist (Rev 1:9) 

B. Many NT texts understand the ‘last days’ to be present: Acts 2:16-17: fulfillment of Joel 

2; Heb 1:2; 1 Pet 1:20; 1 John 2:18)   

i. 1 Cor 10:11: OT was written for ‘our instruction’; upon whom the ‘end 

of the ages have come’  
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ii.  Gal 4:4 ‘fullness of time’ (cf Eph 1:7-10, 20-23) 

iii. ‘Last days’ are present (1 Tim 4:1-3; 2 Tim 3:1-5; Heb 1:1-2; 9:26; 

James 5:1-9; 1 Pet 1:19-21; 2 Pet 3:3) 

iv. Presence of false teachers is a sign of the ‘last days’ (1 John 2:18-26; 

4:1-5)  

C. NT also uses this language in regards to a future, final period; in which all people are 

resurrected, the heavens and earth are destroyed, the final judgment, and the creation of a 

new heavens and new earth (cf Rev 21-22)  

 

VII. Holy Spirit and Eschatology  

A. Coming of the Spirit was a key sign that the last days have come (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 

2:17f) 

B. Reception of the Spirit into our lives is the key evidence that one has become a 

participant with Christ in His kingdom (Rom 8:14-16; Gal 4:4-6) 

C. Holy Spirit is the ‘Firstfruits’ (Rom 8:19-23)  

1. Now we await the redemption of our bodies  

2. Gift of the Spirit is the firstfruit in that it is only provisional 

D.  Holy Spirit is the ‘pledge’ (2 Cor 1:22; 5:5; Eph 1:14) 

1. Guarantees the seller that the buyer will come back and pay in full (hence, NIV 

adds ‘guarantee’) 

E. Holy Spirit is the ‘seal’ ( 2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:13; Eph 4:30) 

1. Seal denotes ownership  

2. Also, divine protection (Rev 7:1-3) 

F. Spirit will raise our bodies as He raised Christ (Rom 8:11; 1:3-4; 1 Cor 15:42-44) 

G. Spirit is already transforming us into the image of Christ ( 2 Cor 3:18) 
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Views of Interpretation of Eschatology 

 

I. Four Views of Interpreting Eschatological passages in the NT  

A. Preterist (Roman Empire view)  

1. Biblical Eschatology relates to the events of the 1
st
 Century 

a. Events were fulfilled with the fall of Jerusalem (A.D. 70) 

2. Christ returned in A.D. 70 to find the Temple full of abominations and thus 

judged Israel and establishes the Church 

3. Views Eschatology with a relatively literal objective, but only having an 

application to that time (A.D. 70) 

a. There is a moderate strand within this view that allows for a future 

fulfillment as well  

b. Extreme view: no 2
nd

 Coming 

4. Interpretation of Matt 24-25 

a. Everything relates to the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70  

B. Historicist (Church History view)  

1. Many views within this approach (popular among the Reformers: Luther; Calvin) 

2. Interprets eschatology in a continuous-historical straight-line  

3. Views Eschatological passages as using highly symbolic language 

C. Futurist (Final crisis view) 

1. Most Eschatological passages relate only to the time immediately prior to the 

Second Coming of Christ  

2. Dispensational futurism:  

a. Strongly emphasize a literal interpretation 

3. Modified futurism  

a. Does not interpret as literally 

D. Idealist (Repeated pattern view) 

1. Most Eschatological passages are symbolic portrayals of the eternal conflict 

between good and evil 
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E. Eclecticism 

1. Agrees with differing aspects of each view  

2. Tends to view some aspects of Eschatology literally—the Second Coming—and 

others figuratively—Temple imagery  
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Matthew 24 & 25  The Olivet Discourse 
 

 

24:1-35  Jesus answers the two great questions 

A. Disciples question Jesus regarding (1-3) 

1. Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem to the extent that ‘not one 

stone here will be left on another’ (2) 

a. Stones found 42’ x 11’ x 14’ est. weight: 1 million pounds (Josephus said 

stones about 60’ used):  

b. Fulfilled—literally—in A.D. 70 

2. Disciples question Jesus—with two apparently distinct questions: 

a. ‘When will this happen’ (i.e., the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple) 

b. ‘What will be the sign of your coming’ 

B. Jesus warns them about being led astray (4) 

C. Jesus describes certain events that must precede the end (5-14) 

1. These events themselves do not mark the end 

a. Hence, ‘watch out that no one deceives you’ (4); ‘do not believe them’ (26) 

b. Cp 5: ‘will deceive many’; 11: ‘deceive many’; 24: will perform signs 

2. The fulfillment of these events do not mark the end 

a. ‘The end is still to come’ (6) 

b. Therefore, ‘see that you are not frightened’  

3. I.e., these events simply must be completed before the end will ever come 

4. Events themselves parallel exactly the 1
st
 6 seals of Rev. 6 

a. False prophets and false Christs (5; Rev 6:1-2) 

(1) Obviousness of their being false is that the return of Christ will be as 

visible as lightning in the east and west (27, 30) 

(2) Many will come 

(3) Saying: ‘I Am the Christ’ 

(4) Many false prophets (11) 
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b. Wars and rumors of wars; nation against nation (6-7; Rev 6:3-4) 

c. Famines and earthquakes  (7; Rev 6:5-8) 

d. Disciples will be persecuted and many will be killed and hated by all; ‘On 

account of My Name’ (9; Rev 6:9-11) 

(1) ‘Tribulation’  

(2) ‘They’ will hand you over 

(3) Persecution causes many to fall away from the Church (10; cf. 

13:20-21  

(4) Lawlessness increases: refusal to acknowledge any divine law  

(5) Love will grow cold (12)  

e. The one who endures to the end will be saved (13) 

(1) Saving faith is marked by endurance  

f. The Gospel will be preached in the whole world (14) 

g. (Note: the items listed above do not indicate a when of any sort:  they simply 

must be fulfilled before the end can come) 

D. The time surrounding the destruction of the Temple (15-22) 

1. Therefore: connects with the preceding  

2. 15 appears to indicate a shift in topic (from the signs that precede the end to the 

events surrounding the destruction of the Temple) 

a. Indicated by ‘when you see’ 

(1) Implies events that the disciples will personally witness  

(2) Transfer in subject indicated by ‘when’ instead of ‘then’ 

(3) Give no indication as to when they will occur  

 2.   When the ‘Abomination that causes Desolation’  

a. Dan 9:27; hence, ‘let the reader understand’  

b. Fulfilled by Antiochus IV Epiphanes 167-164 B.C. (1 Macc 1:41-61)? 

c. Jesus indicates that there remains a future fulfillment as well 

3. In the ‘Holy Place’   
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4. This will be a dreadful time for Israel: Flee immediately (16) 

a. Judea: flee to the mts  

b. Do not go down to get things out of the house (17) 

(1) Place of prayer; used for living quarters; rest (Acts 10) 

c. Fields not return to get his cloak (18) 

(1) Left in the corner of the field; important piece of clothing  

d. Woe to nursing moms and pregnant women (19) 

e. Pray that your flight does not occur on the Sabbath (city gates shut; Sabbath 

regulations) or in winter (rains make travel difficult) (20)  

5. Great tribulation of unparalleled magnitude (21)  

6. No life; all flesh (22) 

a. Without the shortening of those days no one would be spared  

b. 15-21 locate the events in Palestine 

c. 22 seems to include everyone 

d. Therefore, does 22 relate back to 14? 

7. Shortening is for the elect!  

E. ‘Then’: does not necessarily indicate immediately after; may introduce an interval (23-28) 

1. During this interval many false prophets will appear (23-24) 

2. They will even have the ability to perform miracles (24) 

3. ‘He is in the wilderness’; ‘he is in the inner rooms’ (26) 

4. However, they are not the Christ because His return will be unmistakable (27, 30) 

a. It will be like lightning; Not some secret thing!  

5. Where the corpse is the vultures gather (28) 
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F. Return of Christ (29-31) 

1. Immediately after those days (29) 

a. I.e.: after the days of distress that divide the time between the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the 2
nd

 Coming? 

b. No indication when: v 36: no one knows  

2. Phenomena in the Heavens (cf. Rev 6:12-14) 

a. Language of the OT (cf Ezek 32:7; Joel 2:10)  

b. No source of light: Sun and moon darkened and the stars fall 

c. Powers of the heavens will be shaken: demons? (Luke 10:18) 

3. ‘Then’ (30): i.e., at the time of the phenomena in the heavens 

4. The nations will mourn 

5. They will see the Son of Man (cf Dan 7:13) 

a. Clouds: presence of God  

b. Glory and power associated with God 

c. Described in terms of the coming of a king 

6. Appearing of Christ will be associated with a loud trumpet (31; 1 Cor 15:52; 1 Thess 

4:16) 

7. Gather all the elect  

8. (Jesus still hasn’t given any specific indications as to when He will appear) 

a. Mentions the things that must be accomplished before He returns, but notes 

that even these do not point to a time; only they must be completed before 

the end) 

G. Reminder that all the preamble events will be completed within the lifetime of the disciples 

(32-35) 

1. Lesson from the fig tree; twigs get tender and leaves come out (by April), then you 

know summer is near (32); ‘right at the door’ (33) 

2. ‘Nearness’: indicates that all the preliminary events have occurred/occurring 

3. ‘Truly I say,’: This generation will not pass away until all these things have happened 

(34) 

a. Contextually: ‘this generation’ most likely refers  
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b. The real question is what is meant by ‘all these things’ (33, 34) 

(1) If it refers to everything including the coming of the Son of Man, 

then Jesus is saying that his return will be within the lifetime of the 

apostles; but, He does not know when He is to return! (cf 36) 

(2) Probably refers to the preliminary events of 4-14: i.e., those things 

that must happen before Christ will return 

a. Bear in mind that Jesus specified that these events do not 

provide an indicator as to when Christ will return; they only 

serve as indicators in the sense that Christ will not return 

until—some time—after they have been completed 

(3) Also, ‘These things’ refer to the events surrounding the destruction 

of Jerusalem and the Temple (15-20) 

c. This explanation is confirmed by the fact that the preliminary events of 4-14 

and 21-28, and the destruction of Jerusalem occurred in A.D. 70 (exactly 40 

years and 1 generation later) 

d. ‘All these things’ however, does not include the coming of the Son of man 

(28-30) 

(1) 28 The coming of the Son of Man happens ‘after’ those days 

(2) 33 When ‘these things’ happen it will be near  

(3) 33 makes a clear distinction between ‘these things’ and the coming 

of the Son of Man 

(4) Other statements indicate a delay in the return of Christ 

a. Cf. 24:6, 8, 23-25, 29 

b. Also, ‘My Master is staying away a long time’ (24:48) 

c. Also, ‘Bridegroom was a long time in coming’ (25:5) 

 

24:36-25:46 

A. No one knows the day or Hour (36-41) 

1. Knowledge is limited only to the Father (36) 

2. Terms ‘day’ and ‘hour’ are regularly used in Scripture for ‘time’ in general 

a. All 3 terms are used interchangeably in 42, 43, 44; and 50 
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3. Fact that Christ Himself did not know is easily understood in light of the total 

humanity of Christ 

a. As a man he did not know  

b. As God the Son He did (Col 2:3) 

c. This should be understood in the same sense that as Christ in His humanity 

was not omnipresent, in His deity He is (Matt 28:20; 18:20) 

4. Illustration of how surprised the world will be and the suddenness: consider the 

people of Noah’s day (37; section has no parallel in Mark and is in a different context 

in Luke 17:26-36) 

a. Life will go on a usual (38; no reference to the sinfulness of Noah’s day) 

b. Unbelieving world will be totally ignorant of the coming of Christ; They did 

not understand (39) 

c. Cp 1 Thess 5:1-6: believers will not be so surprised 

5. ‘One will be taken and the other left’ (40, 41) 

a. Two people (men) will be in the field (40); Two women grinding at the 

millstone (41) 

(1) Men and women working—daily life continuing as usual 

(2) Suddenly!; one taken the other left  

(3) Taking is compared with the events of the flood 

B. Therefore, keep watch! (42) 

1. Because: you do not know which day the Lord is coming  

2. I.e., we must live in a constant state of preparation  

 

(Since no one knows the time, Jesus lists several parables: each stresses the need for the Christian 

to be prepared!) 

C. Parable of the owner of the house and the thief (43-44) 

1. Main point: Christ’s return will be completely unexpected 

2. Christians task is to ‘be ready’ (44) 
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D. Parable of the Faithful and wise servants (45-51) 

1. Responsible servant: who is put in charge while the master is away (45) 

a. Responsibility is to make sure everyone gets their food at the proper time  

b. The one who does so is blessed (46) 

c. Reward is greater responsibility (47) 

2. Irresponsible servant (48) 

a. ‘Wicked’; ‘Evil’  

b. Takes advantage of the delay  

c. Abuses his fellow slaves (49); they were on a par with him, but he was given 

responsibility over them by the Master 

d. Note: the chapter with Christ’s judgment on the Pharisees (ch 23), is 

followed by this firm warning to His followers  

3. Main point: Christ’s return will be sooner than expected 

4. Also indicates, that God rewards and punishes people based upon their stewardship 

of the tasks God has assigned 

E. Parable of the 10 bridesmaids (25:1-13) 

1. Main point: Christ’s return will be later than expected (cf 5); therefore, be alert (13) 

2. Background: Palestinian weddings a processional would escort the newly wed couple 

from the bride’s home to a great banquet at the bridegroom’s home sometime after 

the nuptials have been completed; thus, the bridesmaids had to be prepared 

3. Foolish took no oil (3); prudent did (4) 

4. Bridegroom was delaying (5) 

5. Shouldn’t they have shared? (9) 

a. Parable is not concerned with this as much as it is concerned with the 

preparations  

6. They went to purchase (10)?  

7. Those who were ready went in (10) 

8. Truly I say: ‘I do not know you’ (12) 

9. Therefore, keep watch (13) 
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F. Parable of the 10 talents (14-30) 

1. Main point: true preparation for Christ’s return involves good stewardship of all that 

God has given us 

a. Wicked servant thought that the task was harder than first imagined; and 

believed that the master was a ‘hard man’ 

b. Parable illustrates the thought that within the Church God gives different 

gifts and tasks to the various members (Rom 12:4-8) 

2. It is like (14) 

3. Gave 5, 2, and 1 Talent  

a. Talent was a unit of measure/weight  

4. The ones with the 5 and 2 talents ‘immediately’ went to work (16, 17) 

5. ‘But’; the man with 1 talent hid it (18); represents the person who refuses to use 

God’s gift(s) 

6. Both the man with 5 and the man with 2 doubled their master’s money (20-23)  

a. Both put in charge of much  

7. Man with the 1 talent assesses the master (24) 

a. Hard man; Reaping where did not sow; Gathering where did not scatter 

b. Jesus did not agree with his assessment, but responded that, if this were true, 

then he should have tried all the harder to earn a profit (27; though v 26) 

8. Give it to the one who has 10 (28)  

a. I.e., to the one who knows how to use it  

9. Warning to believers: the one who uses his talents grows them; the one who doesn’t 

use them loses them (29) 

G. Parable (?) of the Sheep and the Goats (31-46) 

1. Main point: distinction between the sheep and the goats can be found in their deeds 

2. Focus now on the nations and not just believers  

3. Kingly return (31) 

a. Angels with him  
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b. Sits on His throne  

c. Called ‘King’ (34, 40) 

4. Deeds themselves are acts of service to other believers 

a. ‘Least of these brothers of mine’: throughout Matt. this indicates believers: 

(5:22-24, 47; 7:3-5; 12:48-50; 18:15, 21, 35; 23:8; 28:10) 
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Resources on Jesus and the Last Days 
 

Works covering the basic issues:
1
 

 

The Millennium 

Three Views on the Millennium and Beyond. Ed Darrell L. Bock. Zondervan, 1999.  Very 

good book presenting three of the major views on the millennium 

 

The Meaning of the Millennium: Four Views. Ed. Robert G. Clouse. IVP, 1977.  Very 

good book that presents the four major views on the millennium  

  

 

 Views of Interpretation 

Four Views on the Book of Revelation. Ed C. Marvin Pate. Zondervan, 1998.  Good book 

that allows the reader to see how each side thinks. Weakness is that the Idealist 

viewpoint is not well represented  

 

 

 Dispensationalism 

Three Central Issues in Contemporary Dispensationalism: A Comparison of Traditional 

and Progressive Views. Ed. Herbert W. Bateman. Kregel, 1999.  Very good 

discussions by proponents of the various dispensational views  

 

Understanding Dispensationalists. Vern Poythress. P & R Publishing, 1994.  Good 

discussion of dispensationalism by a non-dispensationalist 

 

Prophecy and the Church. Oswald T. Allis. Wipf & Stock, 2001.  Amillenial response to 

Dispensationalism 

 

 

 End Times 

The Bible and the Future. Anthony A. Hoekema. Eerdmans, 1994.  Amillenialist.  

 

The Last Days are Here Again: A History of the End Times. Richard Kyle. Baker, 1998.  

An interesting look at the history of the church and the end-times 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Please note: We do not intend to suggest that this list is comprehensive, nor that we 

agree with everything in each of these books.  
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End Times (continued) 

 

99 Reasons Why No One Knows When Christ Will Return. B. J. Oropeza. IVP, 1994. An 

interesting and question raising look at this issue 

 

The Man of Sin: Uncovering the Truth about the AntiChrist. Kim Riddlebarger. Baker, 

2006  

 

End Times Made Simple. Samuel Waldron. Calvary Press.  Good work; though it presents 

an Amillenial position  

 

Jesus, Paul, and the End of the World. Ben Witherington III. IVP, 1992.  A scholarly 

work  

 

 

Works dealing with Matt 24-25; Mark 13; Luke 21  

Jesus and the Last Days: The Interpretation of the Olivet Discourse. G. R. Beasley-

Murray. Hendrickson, 1993.  One of the best scholarly works on this issue 

 

The Presence of the Future. G.E. Ladd. Eerdmans, 1974.  A classic scholarly work by a 

pre-millenialist  

 

When Shall These Things Be? Keith A. Mathison. P&R Publishing, 2004.  Response to 

the hyper-preterist position 
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