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1
st
 Timothy 

 

A. Author  

1. Paul 

B. Time and Place 

1. To: Timothy 

a. In Ephesus (1:3) 

2. From: Macedonia 

3. Time: 62-64 4
th
 Missionary Journey  

a. After Paul’s release from Rome 

C. Purpose 

1. Pastoral epistles: Prepare Timothy and Titus for ministry after Paul’s death (3:14, 15) 

a. Avoid foolish controversies 

b. Oppose error with presentation of the Truth 

i. Note phrases: ‘faithful sayings’ and ‘worthy of full acceptance’ 

c. Guidance for ordering Church life 

i. Appoint elders and deacons 

ii. Provisions for ministry of the word 

d. Heresy attacked: Paul encourages them to be on guard; check for error; and to 

preserve the sound teaching (What the heresy was is unsure; Timothy and Titus 

knew; therefore, Paul only addresses its affect upon the Churches and not the 

error itself) 

i. Sign of the end times: 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 3:1 

ii. Jewish elements—law: 1 Tim 1:7; Tit 1:10, 14; 3:9 

iii. Gnostic elements: 1 Tim 6:20 gnosis 

a. Genealogies: 1 Tim 1:4; Tit 3:9 (gnsotics used long lists of 

geneaologies of aeons; but Jewish elements more likely in mind: 

geneaologies added to religious prestige; note in Tit 3:9 they are 

associated with the law) 

b. Myths: 1 Tim 1:4; 4:7; 2 Tim 4:4; Tit 1:14 

c. Knowledge: 1 Tim 6:20 

d. Claimed Resurrection had already taken place: 2 Tim 2:18 

iv. 2 Distinct lifestyles produced: 

a. Asceticism: Forbid marriage and foods (1 Tim 4:3); Jewish 

legalism (1 Tim 1:6-9) 

b. Antinomianism (1 Tim 6:9; 2 Tim 3:1-7) 

v. Tendency toward controversy, argumentation, speculation (1 Tim 1:4, 6; 

6:4, 20; Tit 1:10; 3:9; 2 Tim 2:14, 16, 23): deceptiveness (1 Tim4:1-3; 

Tit 1:10-13; 2 Tim 3:6-14; immorality (1 Tim1:19, 20; Tit 1:15, 16; 2 

Tim 2:16, 19; ch 3)’ desire for material gain from their teaching (1 

Tim6:5; tit 1:11; 2 Tim 3:2, 4) 

vi. These teachings oppose Christ’s and the apostolic teaching (1 Tim 6:3; 2 

Tim 4:15) and the truth (2 Tim 2:18) 

vii. Similar to the heresy at Colosse (cf Col 2:8, 16-17, 18-23) 

viii. Requirement of a Pastor is to point out false teachers (1 Tim 4:6) 

ix. Also, they need to protect the Gospel (1 Tim 6:20; 2 Tim 1:14) 

e. Paul’s response:  

i. Paul normally gives a reasoned approach to false teachers, but here he gives 

warnings and appeals 

2. Emphasis on personal godliness (3:15; 4:6-10; 6:11, 12) 
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a. Constantly encourage to watch Beliefs and Conduct: 

i. Life and Doctrine (1 Tim 4:16) 

ii. Faith and good conscience (1 Tim 1:19) 

D. Distinctive Features 

1. Pastoral epistle 

2. Requirements for being a minister 

3. Use of title Savior: Isa 43:11 (only God is Savior: Isa 43:10; Deut 32:5) 

a. 1 Tim1:1; 2:3; 4:10- God 

b. 2 Tim 1:10- Jesus 

c. Titus 1:3; 2:10; 3:4- God 

d. Titus 1:4; 2:13; 3:6- Jesus 

4. ‘Sound Teaching’ (Gk Hugiaino didaskalia): lit.: wholesome doctrine; wholesomeness 

and health are connected to the teaching or doctrine 

 

Chapter 2  Instructions on worship 

2:1-15 

A. Pray for all men 

B. God desires all men to be saved 

1. One God—as opposed to the many gods of gnosticism 

2. One mediator—as opposed to the many mediators of gnosticism 

3. Mediator is the man Jesus Christ: 

a. Gnostic mediators can never become man 

b. Jesus presently remains a man (against the Jehovah’s Witnesses claims) 

C. The man Jesus gave Himself as a ransom for all men 

1. Ransom: price paid to free a slave 

D. Men are to enter Church with ‘holy hands’ 

1. ‘Everywhere’: (Gk Synagogue): Church 

2. ‘Holy hands’: Jewish idiom for morally pure 

a. cf. Matt 5:23,24 

E. Women are to enter Church dressed modestly and with good deeds 

1. Not with braided hair; gold; pearls; or expensive clothes 

2. I.e., things that attract attention more to one’s dress than one’s character or deeds 

F. Women are to learn in quietness and full submission  

1. Quietness (Gk hesousia): stillness; away from the bustle 

a. Idea more of non-self assertion 

b. Cannot mean total silence because Paul gives instructions on women praying and 

prophecying in Church (1 Cor 11:3-16); and older women are to instruct the 

younger (Tit 2:3-5) 

2. Full submission: perhaps similar problems as in Corinth (1 Cor 14:33-35) 

a. Jewish synagogues women and men sit on opposite sides of the congregations 

G. Women are not permitted to ‘teach’ or ‘have authority’ over a man 

1. Two job descriptions of a Pastor 

2. Four views: 

a. Women cannot be Pastors at all 

b. Women can only be women and children’s pastors (‘over a man’ only) 

c. Women can be Pastors, they just cannot be senior Pastor (‘over a man’) 

d. Passage doesn’t apply: Paul was only relaying a culture rule that says: that in 

light of the Jewish attitudes towards women it was not wise to have women as 

Pastors 

H. Paul justifies this command with: 

1. Adam was made first 
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2. Eve sinned first 

a. Paul doesn’t mean that Adam didn’t sin (Rom 5:12) 

I. Women will be saved through childbearing 

Refers back to Eve’s punishment in the garden  

Physically saved (Gal 3:28) 

 

Chapter 3 

3:1-7  Requirements for being a Pastor 

A. ‘Above Reproach’ (Gk anepilemptos): impossible to bring a charge against 

1. This is the major qualification which becomes the standard by which are of the following 

qualifications are to be held: i.e., as regards him being ‘respectable’ or ‘having a good 

reputation with outsiders’ he must be ‘above reproach’ 

2. Titus 1:6 substitutes ‘blameless’ (Gk anegkletos): see dictionary of N.T. synonyms 

B. ‘Husband of but one wife’ 

C. ‘Temperate’ (Gk nephalios): classical Greek: not mixed with wine; sober 

D. ‘Self-controlled’ (Gk sophronos): NASB ‘prudent’; Tit 1:8 NASB ‘sensible’: moderation in 

all things; one who exercises good judgement in all circumstances; control over all bodily 

functions (physically; spiritually; emotionally; etc.) 

1. Note: each group addressed in Titus is counseled to have ‘self-control’ (1:6; 2:2; 2:5; 2:6; 

2:12) 

2. Self-control is also a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:23) 

E. ‘Respectable’ (Gk kosmios): modesty; orderly; honorable 

F. ‘Hospitable’ 

G. ‘Able to teach’: 

1. Unquestionably the most important task he must be prepared to perform 

2. To exhort in ‘sound doctrine’ is a key phrase of the Pastoral Epistles 

H. ‘Not given to drunkenness’ (Gk pardinos): lit.: not addicted to much wine; tipsy; rowdy 

I. ‘Not violent but gentle’ 

J. ‘Not quarrelsome’ 

K. ‘Not a lover of money’ 

1. 6:10 root of all sort of evil; and some have wandered from the faith because of it! 

2. 5:17: elders deserve to be paid; 6:6 should not be a means of financial gain 

L. ‘Manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect’ 

1. Barometer of his ability to ‘take care of God’s church’ 

2. Tit 1:6: ‘a man whose children believe and are not open to the charge of being wild and 

disobedient’ 

M. ‘Not be a recent convert’ (Gk Neophyte) 

1. Paul’s first concern here is the individual himself: ‘or he may become conceited and fall 

under the same judgement as the devil’ (6) 

N. ‘Must have a good reputation with outsiders’ 

(‘Titus’ also includes: 1:5-9):  

O. ‘Not overbearing’ (Gk alithades): NASB; ‘not self-willed’; arrogant; self-pleasing 

P. ‘Not quick tempered’ 

Q. ‘Not pursuing dishonest gain’ 

R. ‘Loves what is good’  

S. ‘Upright’: (Gk dikaios): just or right in conduct (esp. in relations with others) 

T. ‘Holy’: (Gk Hosios): holy: personal righteousness (in relations with God) 

U. ‘Hold firmly to the trustworthy message’ 

 

3:8-16  Requirements for being a Deacon 

A. Deacon (Gk diakonos): lit. one who waits on tables 
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B. ‘Likewise’: i.e., the same requirements for Pastors essentially apply 

C. Hold to the deep truths of the Faith with a clear conscience (9) 

1. Good beliefs and Good conduct 

D. ‘Their wives’ or ‘deaconesses’? 

1. Their wives:  

a. Odd to break up the qualifications for deacons (8-10, 12-13) 

b. Requirements for deaconesses should be more detailed? 

2. Deaconesses: 

a. ‘Likewise’ signifies a new set of people 

b. ‘Their’ not in the text (women) 

c. Rom 16:1 Pheobe ‘diakonos’ 

 

Chapter 4 

4:1-15 
A. Later times (Acts 2:17); already begun (this passage was relevant to Timothy) 

1. People will follow things taught by demons 

2. Teachers will be ‘hypocritical liars’ (2) 

a. Whose consciences have been ‘seared’ 

3. Command people to abstain from food and marriage 

a. ‘Everything God created is good’ (4) 

i. Context is food! 

B. Pointing these things out will make you a good minister! (6) 

1. Job requirement of a Pastor is to point out false teachers! 

C. List of exhortations to Timothy 

1. Train yourself to be godly (8) 

a. Physical training has value for this life; godliness has eternal value (8) 

2. We labor and strive (10) 

3. Command and teach these things (11) 

4. Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture; to preaching and teaching (13) 

5. Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them (15) 

6. Watch your life and doctrine closely (16) 

  

Chapter 5 

5:1-24 

A. Care for Widows 

1. Primary responsibility falls to the family ( 4-8, 16) 

2. Younger widows should not be put on the list so that they may remarry if they choose  

B. Pastors should be paid (17, 18) 

1. Paul quotes both Deut. and Luke to confirm that the worker deserves his wages 

2. Both sources are called ‘Scripture’ (18) 

a. This supports the view that Luke must have already have been written  

b. Probably was written at least two years earlier in order for Timothy to have been 

familiar with it as well 

c. Thus, Luke was written by A.D. 60 

Importance: a biography of Jesus within 30 years of His life 

a. Not enough time for myths to have crept into the story 

b. Hostile Jewish witnesses still alive in Jerusalem who can 

confirm or deny the message 

Jesus’ prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem was recorded before its 

fulfillment in A.D. 70 (Luke 21:5, 6) 

C. Be careful not to be too rash in ordaining people (22) 
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D. Drink some wine for your stomach (23) 

1. For medicinal reasons  

 

Chapter 6 

6:1-20 

A. Godliness with contentment is great gain (6) 

1. Contentment with food and clothing 

2. Desire to get rich leads to temptation and many harmful desires 

a. Some have even wandered from the faith 

B. Flee all this! 

C. Pursue righteousness and godliness 

D. Fight the good Fight! 

E. God: the King of Kings  

1. Jesus is the King of Kings (Rev 19:16) 



Pastoral Epistles (1-2 Timothy, Titus) 

 

6 

 

2
nd

 Timothy 
 

E. Author  

2. Paul 

F. Time and Place 

1. To: Timothy 

b. In Ephesus  

2. From: Jail in Rome (1:8; 4:16) 

a. Time: fall of 64 

b. Paul and Peter were arrested for the fire in Rome (June 64) 

i. Peter may have been arrested by August 64 

ii. Paul may have been arrested by early September 64 

c. Both were killed as early as Feb 65 

d. Paul knows that his death is imminent (4:6-8) 

G. Purpose 

1. Pastoral epistles: Prepare Timothy and Titus for ministry after Paul’s death (see notes on 

1
st
 Timothy) 

2. Request Timothy to visit before his death (4:9) 

3. Encourage Timothy to fight the good fight! 

H. Distinctive Features 

1. Paul’s last letter 

2. 3:16,17 Inspiration of Scripture 

I. Typical Epistolary structure  

1. Letter opening (1:1-2)  

a. Identification of the author and recipient 

b. Opening salutation 

2. Body (1:3-4:8) 

a. Body-opening (1:3-5)  

i. Thanskgiving (Paul typically follows the opening with a rapport building 

paragraph . . . where he thanks God for those to whom he writes, 

mentions that he prays for them . . . .  

ii. Paul uses this as the basis upon which he predicates his charge in the 

letter (note: 1:6) 

b. Body-Middle (1:6-4:8): see below 

3. Body-Closing (4:9-20) 

a. Personal notes to Timothy  

4. Closing (4:19-22)  

a. Greetings  

b. Benediction  

 

Chapter 1 

1:1-18 

A. Encouragement to Timothy 

1. Don’t be ashamed; join in my suffering (8) 

B. God is able to guard what I’ve entrusted to Him! (1Tim 6:20; 2Tim.1:14) 

 

Chapter 2 

2:1-26 

A. Be diligent  

1. Like a soldier (v 3) 
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a. Who doesn’t get involved in civilian affairs 

2. Like an athlete (v 5) 

a. Competes according to the rules  

3. Like a hardworking farmer (v 6) 

B. Remember Jesus Christ resurrected (v 8) 

1. God’s word cannot be chained! 

C. We must endure! (v 12) 

D. Exhortations to Timothy as Pastor (v 14-26) 

1. Present yourself to God as one approved! 

2. One who correctly handles the Word of Truth 

3. Avoid godless chatter 

4. Flee the evil desires of youth 

5. Pursue righteousness 

6. Gently instruct those who oppose you 

 

Chapter 3  

3:1-17 

A. Last Days (v 1-4) 

1. (Acts 2:17); Already begun (this passage was relevant to Timothy) 

2. People will be “Lovers of themselves” 

3. Notice how often “disobeying parents” occurs on such lists (Rom 1:29-31) 

B. Have nothing to do with them! (v 5) 

C. Paul’s sufferings as an example to Timothy (v 11-12) 

1. Thus, everyone who wants to live a godly life “will be persecuted”! 

D. Therefore, Timothy: 

1. Continue in the Scriptures! 

2. They are able to “make you wise for salvation” (v 15) 

E. And, “All Scripture is in Inspired by God” (v 16, 17)  

1. Useful or profitable for: 

a. Teaching: 

i. Only source for Doctrines and practices (Sola Scriptura) in Protestantism 

b. Rebuking: 

i. Pointing out the wrong (use the Word to reveal sin or error) 

c. Correcting: 

i. Restoring to right state after the rebuking 

d. Training in righteousness: 

i. Training in the Truth leads to Godliness (Tit 1:1) 

2. So useful the man of God will be thoroughly equipped for Every good work 

a. Nothing else is needed 

 

Chapter 4 

4:1-22 

A. Major Command: PREACH THE WORD! (v 2) 

1. In season and out of season 

2. With great patience and careful instruction 

B. Time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine (v 3,4) 

1. Instead, they will get teachers to say what they want to hear 

C. Paul’s life is near an end (v 6-8) 

1. Past tense: fought the good fight, etc. 

D. Everyone has deserted him (v 16)—not absolutely 

1. Luke is there  
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2. Get Mark (v 11): obviously reconciled differences (see Col 4:10) 

E. First defense (v 16) 

1. Probably preliminary hearing  

a. May have been before Nero 

b. Probably resulted in guilty verdict (thus, Paul’s certainty as to his death) 

c. Didn’t result in death then; sentencing to occur later 

F. Trophimus left sick in Miletus 

1. Not all are healed 
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Titus 
 

J. Author  

3. Paul 

K. Time and Place 

1. To: Titus: On Crete (1:5) 

2. From: Paul: Somewhere in Macedonia? (3:12: not in Nicopolis yet) 

L. Purpose  

1. Pastoral Epistles: Prepare Titus and Timothy for ministry after Paul’s death (see notes on 

1
st
 Timothy) 

2. Help Titus with his responsibilities on Crete 

M. Distinctive Features 

1. “Self-Controlled”: used of almost every group that Titus is to address (1:8; 2:2, 5, 6, 12) 

a. “Self-controlled” (Gk. sophronos): NASB “prudent”; Tit 1:8 NASB “sensible”: 

moderation in all things; one who exercises good judgement in all circumstances; 

control over all bodily functions (physically; spiritually; emotionally; etc.) 

b. Note: each group addressed in Titus is counseled to have “self-control” (1:6; 2:2; 

2:5; 2:6; 2:12) 

c. Self-control is also a fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:23) 

2. “Savior”: used 6 times in the book (1:3, 4; 2:10, 13; 3:4, 6) 

a. Usage alternates between God and Jesus 

b. Isaiah 43:11: only God is Savior 

 

Chapter 1 

1:1-16 

V. 1:1 Knowledge of the Truth leads to Godliness 

1. See: 2 Tim 3:16, 17 

W. God’s “appointed season” he called Paul to minister  

1. 2 Features made this the best time in history for someone like Paul to efficiently spread 

the Gospel: 

a. Pax Romana: made the roads of Rome very safe for travel especially for someone 

with Roman citizenship such as Paul 

b. Greek language: Virtually all cities in the empire were fluent in Greek  

X. Requirements for being a Pastor: (see 1Tim 3) 

1. Blameless: same idea as “above reproach” in 1Tim 3 

 This list includes items not mentioned in 1Tim 3 

2. “Not overbearing” (Gk. alithades): NASB; “not self-willed”; arrogant; self-pleasing 

3. “Not quick tempered” 

4. “Not pursuing dishonest gain” 

5. “Loves what is good”  

6. “Upright”: (Gk. dikaios): just or right in conduct (esp. in relations with others) 

7. “Holy”: (Gk. Hosios): holy: personal righteousness (in relations with God) 

8. “Hold firmly to the trustworthy message” 

 

Chapter 2 

2:1-15 

A. Teach what is in accord with “sound doctrine” (v 1) 

B. Teach the Older Women (v 2-5): 

1. To teach what is good  

a. Older women teach the younger the women (v 4) 
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2. Teach the younger women  

a. To love their husbands (teach with actions and words) 

b. To be self-controlled  

c. To be busy at home 

C. Encourage (NASB: “urge”) the young men (v 6-8) 

1. Note: Titus is to “urge” the young men, but to “teach” the older men and women 

a. This is out of respect for the elders 

2. Note: Titus is not to instruct at all the young women (they are instructed by the older 

women 

a. This is out of propriety 

3. Urge them to: 

a. Be self-controlled 

D. Teach slaves (v 9-10) 

1. To be subject to their masters 

E. “For” (i.e., the reason why we follow the ethical code is because:)  

1. Grace of God saved us 

2. Grace of God teaches us to say no to ungodliness and to be self-controlled 

3. Jesus gave Himself for us to purify us from all wickedness! (v 14) 

F. Titus 2:13 Deity of Jesus 

1. ‘Ton Megas Theon Kai Soteros Hemon Iesou Christou’ 

   The Great   God    and  Savior   of our   Jesus Christ” 

2. Granville sharp rule of construction:  When two nouns in the same case are connected by 

the Greek word “and”; and the first word is preceeded by the article “the”, and the second 

noun is not, then the second noun refers to the same thing or person as the first noun” 

3. Jesus is called Savior and Isaiah 43:11 says that only God is the Savior 

4. Verse 14—same sentence—is singular and refers back to Jesus who is then called God 

and Savior 

5. Nowhere else in the New Testament is it stated that God will return with Jesus 

 

Chapter 3 

3:1-15 

A. Duties in the pagan world (v 1-3) 

1. Be subject to authorities; slander no one; be peaceable 

2. Because we too were once unsaved (v 3) 

B. Titus 3:5  “HE saved us, not because of righteous things we have done”! 

 


