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Philippians 

Introduction 

A. Author  

1. Paul 

B. Time and Place 

1. Jail in Rome AD 60-62 (1st Roman imprisonment) 

2. To Philippi (Acts 16:11-40) 

a. Roman colony of great importance  

b. Free city in region of Macedonia 

c. Large Roman population; especially retired military officials 

d. Few Jews (Acts 16:13: no synagogue): met with some women (Lydia; 
Euodia and Syntyche; Clement) 

C. Background 

1. Paul forced to leave and Luke remained behind 

2. Church had sent gifts and support to Paul—material assistance and spiritual 
encouragement (Acts 16:35-18:22; 2 Cor 11:7-9; Phil 4:15-16)  

3. Paul had previously warned them about the agitators (3:1) 

4. Once Paul was imprisoned in Jerusalem the Philippians felt a responsibility to 
help, but due to their own difficult circumstances, they were not able to do so 
(4:10) 

5. Paul’s conditions in Rome were difficult: some success, but much opposition; the 
Philippians mounted an effort to send Paul another gift (4:18) 

a. In Philippi, the agitators had begun to make inroads into the church 
(1:27-30; 3:2, 18-19); physical needs were causing them concerns (4:6, 
19); all of which created some disagreements, which lead to selfishness 
(2:1-4); dissension among Euodia and Syntyche and the general health of 
the church was failing (2:14-16; 4:2-3) 
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6. Philippi sends Epaphroditus to assist Paul, but requests Paul send Timothy  

a. En route Epaphroditus falls gravely ill; report reached Philippi and caused 
them great concern 

b. Epaphroditus reached Rome  

c. Paul felt that Timothy was of too great a support in Rome to warrant 
sending him to Philippi (2:19-20) 

d. Paul knew they would be disappointed to see Epaphroditus and not 
Timothy; so he pens this letter of comfort and joy; and rebuke and 
encouragement 

D. Paul’s opponents (1:15-17, 27-28; 3:2, 18-19; also 2:14-16; 3:12-16)  

1. ‘Heterodox Jewish Christians’ 

2. ‘Brothers’ who preach the Gospel with impure motives (1:27-28) 

3. Legalists (3:2); agitators such as those in Galatia 

4. Enemies of the cross (3:18-19): morally loose teachers?; perhaps some 
antinomian and others were perfectionists—as in Galatia (Gal 5:13-21) 

5. Objected to Paul’s work among the Gentiles?  

E. Purpose 

1. Church had sent Epaphroditus to Rome in order to assist Paul and with a gift for 
him and Paul wrote to say thank you 

a. Epaphroditus, however, fell ill either en route to Rome, or shortly after 
arriving in Rome 

b. Once he became well, Paul wished to send him back (2:25-30) 

c. Paul wrote this letter to accompany Epaphroditus and to say thank you to 
the Church 

2. Philippians were concerned about Paul’s circumstances  

a. Encourages them that he is quite content in all circumstances 

b. Product of his ministry bearing fruit (1:12) 
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3. Minor disagreements among the members of the Church in Philippi  

a. Paul responds that they should be like-minded (2:2); and everyone 
should consider ‘others better than themselves’ (2:3) 

F. Structure  

Opening  

1. 1:1-2 Salutation 

2. 1:3-11 Thanksgiving 

Body 

3. 1:12-4:20 Body 

a. 1:12-26 Paul’s missionary report 1:12-26  

b. 1:27-2:30 Call to Sanctification: Heart of the letter 

i. 1:27-2:4 Christian citizenship 

ii. 2:5-11 Christian humility 

iii. 2:12-18 Christian obedience 

iv. 2:19-30 Paul’s ministry support 

c. 3:1-4:1 Doctrinal issues (or possibly 4:3) 

i. 3:1-6 Agitators 

ii. 3:7-11 Paul’s theology   

iii. 3:12-4:1 Practical theology 

d. 4:2-20 Final Concerns concluding exhortation 

i. 4:2-9 Exhortations  

ii. 4:10-20 Thanks 

Closing 

4. Closing 4:21-23 
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G. Distinctives 

1. ‘Think’  10x: 1:7; 2:2(2x), 5; 3:15(2x), 19; 4:2, 10(2x) ‘think rightly’ 1:7; ‘unity of mind’ 
2:2; 4:2; Jesus’ attitude 2:5; proper thinking 3:15; contra earthly thinking 3:19; 
commendable attitude 4:10 

2. Abundance of ‘knowledge’ terminology (1:9-11; 3:8-10) 

3. They were experiencing severe spiritual problems: Paul exhorts them to stand 
fast and contend (1:27-28; 4:1); to run the race forgetting what lies behind (3:13-
15); work out their salvation (2:12) 

4. Human responsibility is balanced with Divine sovereignty (1:6; 2:13; 1:19-20; 
3:12; 4:13, 19) 
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1:1-11 Opening  
1:1-2 
A. Paul and Timothy (1) 

1. Servants/slaves (cf Rom, Titus; also 2 Cor 9:8; Phil 2:7!) 

B. Saints who are in Christ, Philippi; overseers and deacons (1) 

1. Why the reference to overseers and deacons? 

2. Is a part of the problem in Philippi related to their ‘grumbling’ at the leadership? 
(cf 2:14-16) 

C. Greeting (2) 

 

1:3-8 
D. Thank my God: always offering prayer (3-4) 

E. Your participation from the first day until now (5) 

1. Participation (cf Phile 1:6): partnership; emphasizes their sharing the work of the 
Gospel  

2. Financial contribution: Cf Rom 15:26; 2 Cor 8:4: used in reference to the 
collection (also Rom 12:13; Gal 6:6) 

F. God began a good work in you (6) 

1. Cf Gen 1:2: ‘God finished His work’  

G. He will perfect it (6) 

1. Cp Gal 3:3 ‘having begun by the Spirit are you being perfected by the flesh?’ 

2. Complete; perfect; end (cf Col 1:28-29)  

3. ‘Will’: Outcome guaranteed (Holy Spirit is God’s pledge that He will complete our 
salvation; Eph 1:13, 14) 

4. ‘He’: God does the work (2:13)! 

H. It is right for me to feel this way about you (7) 

1. Because they ‘are all partakers of grace with me’!  
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2. ‘Both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the Gospel’  

3. Paul has them in his heart (7) 

I. God is my witness (8) 

 

1:9-11 
J. I pray (9) 

K. Your love may abound more and more (9) 

1. They are only partially enjoying the grace of 1:7 

L. In real knowledge and all discernment (9) 

1. Discernment is the practical application of knowledge  

M. In order that you may approve things that are excellent/that matter (10; cf Rom 
2:18)  

1. More explicit statement in regard to the ethical application 

2. Note: knowledge is a way of love  

N. To be sincere and blameless (11) 

1. Sincere: in the sense of moral purity  

2. Blameless (cf 1 Cor 10:12)  

O. Until the day of Christ (11) 

1. His return  

P. Fruit of righteousness (11) 

Q. Through Jesus Christ (11) 

R. To the glory and praise of God (11) 
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1:12-26 Paul’s Missionary report 
1:12-17 Paul’s Circumstances  
A. My circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the Gospel (12; cf 2 

Tim 2:9) 

1. Therefore, there is no need for them to be concerned about Paul 

B. My imprisonment in the cause of Christ (13) 

1. Solidarity with Christ (cf 3:10)  

C. Progress is seen: so that  

1. Advance among the Praetorian guard (13) 

2. Most of the brothers have more courage to speak the word of God (14; Rom 
14:14; Gal 5:10; Phil 2:24; 3:3, 4; 2 Thess 3:14) 

D. Some from envy and strife (15) 

1. These from selfish ambition (17) 

2. Rather than pure motives 

3. Thinking to cause me distress; real motivation  

a. Must reflect some doctrinal deviation 

b. If it was personal, then preaching Christ would not have caused Paul 
distress  

E. Some from good will (15) 

1. Motivated by love (16) 

2. Knowing that I was appointed for the defense of the Gospel (cf Gal 1:15-16)  

 

1:18-26 Paul’s attitude 
F. I Rejoice (18) 

G. I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance (19)  

1. Salvation is in mind  
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2. His adversity is the source of his deliverance (cp 1:12! cf Rom 5:3-5; Job 13:13-
18) 

3. Deliverance is irrespective of life or death (20) 

4. Cp 2 Tim 4 

a. Paul shows no signs of his expectation of physical deliverance (2 Tim 4:6) 

b. Instead, he expects to be delivered into His kingdom (2 Tim 4:18) 

H. Deliverance is through (19) 

1. Their prayers  

a. Sanctification is not in isolation from the Church or the Spirit 

2. Provision of the Holy Spirit  

I. Hope (20) 

1. Rom 5:2-5; 8:24-25 

J. That I will not be put to shame (20; cf Isa 28:16) 

1. Eternal shame is in mind; the disgrace of eternal judgment  

2. Cf 1 John 2:28 

3. In OT the phrase equates to ‘dying’ 

a. For Paul, then death is not being shamed because it will signal his 
deliverance 

K. To live is Christ and to die is gain (21)  

1. Death is gain because it entails being with Christ (23) 

L. Paul is at pains between his personal desire to depart (23) and the necessity of 
remaining (24) 

M. I know I shall remain (25)  
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1:27-3:20 Call to Sanctification  

1:27-2:18 is an injunction to holy conduct 

1:27-2:4 Duties of Christian Citizenship  

A. ‘Conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ’ (27) 

1. Whatever the circumstances of life that come this should be our ambition 

B. Conduct is to be maintained whether or not Paul comes to them  

1. As with Timothy: ‘in season or out of season’   

2. Standing firm in one spirit (27) 

3. With one mind striving together  

a. Suggests a constant effort  

4. Stresses unity  

a. Standing firm  

a. In one spirit  

b. With one mind 

b. Striving together  

C. Opponents (28) 

1. Opponents threatened the believers  

2. Such was a sign of their salvation  

3. Conflict is a sign of a greater conflict between the KOG and the kingdom of this 
world  

D. For (29) 

1. ‘It has been granted you for Christ’s sake’ 

E. To suffer (29) 

1. Suffering has been granted; it is a sign of God’s gracious dealings with you!  

2. Cf Acts 14:22 ‘through many tribulations we must enter the KOG’  
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3. 1 Thess 3:3-4 ‘we have been destined for this’  

4. 2 Thess 1:4-7 ‘all your persecutions and afflictions . . . so that you may be 
considered worthy of the KOG’  

5. Rom 8:17: suffering is a prerequisite for glorification  

6. Cf 2 Cor 4:8-11; 2 Tim 2:12; 1 Pet 4:13—share the sufferings of Christ; Col 1:24; 
Phil 3:10   

F. Which you saw in me (30)  

1. Paul’s current plight is not without difficulty 

2. Paul even seems to be somewhat unsure of the end-result (2:23; despite 1:24-
25) 

G. Therefore (1)  

1. If any encouragement in Christ  

2. If any consolation of love 

3. If any fellowship of the Spirit 

4. If any affection and compassion  

H. Then, make my joy complete (2)  

- This is the main clause of the one sentence (1-4); though the focus is on their 
being unified 

I. Unity! (2) In order that (cf 1 Cor 1:10) 

1. Being of the same mind  

2. Maintaining the same love (1 Cor 13:5) 

3. United in Spirit  

4. Intent on one purpose  

J. Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit (3) 

1. Selfishness is how Paul categorizes his opponents (1:17)  

2. This is the obstacle to unity!  
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K. But, with humility of mind—regard one another as more important  

L. Do not merely look for your own personal interests (4; 1 Cor 10:24) 

M. But, look out for the interests of others  

 

2:5-11 Christ’s conduct as a model of humility 

Matt 23:12; Cf 2 Cor 8:9; Phil 3:20; 1 Thess 2:14-15; 1 John 2:6; Rom 15:3; Mark 8:34-35; 
10:28-30; Heb 12:1-2; Jas 5:7-11; 1 Pet 3:17-22; 4:12-13; Revelation 1-22!; Rom 8:17; 2 
Tim 2:11 

Vindication on the last day is a source of comfort (1:6, 9-11, 27-28; 2:14-16; 3:10-14, 17-
21; 4:5; cf 1 Cor 9:24-27) 

N. Have this attitude which was in Christ Jesus (5)  

6-8 have 2 stanzas 

a) who, although He existed in the form of God,     

b) did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,     

c) but emptied Himself,       

d) taking the form of a bond-servant,     

 

a) and being made in the likeness of men.      

b) And being found in appearance as a man,    

c) He humbled Himself       

d) by becoming obedient to the point of death,   

The two stanzas appear to parallel one another; each line in 1st parallels the 2nd  

- Contrast with God and man 

- 3rd line emphasizes Christ’s voluntary act of humility  

O. Who although He existed in the form of God (6)  

1. Morphe: form 

P. Did not regard equality with God (6) 
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Q. A thing to be grasped (6)  

1. An idiomatic expression to refer to something already present and at one’s 
disposal  

R. Emptied Himself (7) 

1. The context must determine the extent of the meaning of this word  

2. It must include all the details that follow  

3. Cf Rom 4:14; also 1 Cor 1:17; 9:15; 2 Cor 9:3  

4. Thus, ‘he made himself nothing’ (NIV) is quite fine 

- Four participles modify the two main verbs 

- All Aorist participles  

5. Jesus did not allow His deity to restrain Him from becoming human  

a. Instead, He was willing to regard Himself as nothing  

b. Then He lowered Himself in servanthood by becoming obedient to death  

S. Taking the form of a bond-servant; being made in the likeness of men (7)  

T. Being found in appearance as a man (8) 

U. Humbled Himself (8) 

V. Becoming obedient to death (8; cf Rom 5:19) 

W. Even death on a cross (8; cf 1 Cor 1:17-18; Gal 3:1, 13; 6:12-14)   

1. Emphasizes the depth of Christ’s humiliation  

2. Philippi was a colony so its citizens could not suffer crucifixion  

3. Offense of the cross (Gal 6:12) 

4. Cross is a major stumbling block (cf 3:18)  

X. Therefore, God highly exalted him (9) 

Y. And God bestowed on him the Name (9) 

1. LORD; KURIOS; YAHWEH ? 
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2. Eph 1:20-23 

3. Emphasis is on the new significance given to Christ name in light of his exaltation 
(cf Rom 1:3-4; Heb 1:3-4 

4. Cf ‘Name of the Lord Jesus’ in Acts 8:16; 19:5, 13, 17; 21:13; Col 3:17; 1 Cor 5:4; 2 
Thess 1:12; 3:6) 

5. Rev 19:12, 13, 16 

Z. In order that: at the name of Jesus (10) 

AA. Every knee should bow (10; cf Isa 45:23; also cited in Rom 14:11)) 

1. Isa 45:23 is emphatic on the uniqueness of God (45:18-25) 

2. All things will be subjected to Christ (1 Cor 15:24-28) 

3. Voluntary or involuntary?  

  

2:12-18 Exhortation to Christian obedience 

BB. Therefore, my beloved (12) 

1. Link with the call to Christian citizenship—unity in the struggle for faith  

CC. Just as you have always obeyed (12) 

DD. Work out your salvation (12) 

1. Expresses obedience  

2. Takes the form of corporate responsibility within the covenant community! 

3. Salvation may well have a larger frame of reference than initial conversion  

a. Often refers to the totality of God’s redemptive work  

b. Therefore, we have been saved (Eph 2:5, 8; Tit 3:5) and yet we are being 
saved/to be saved (Rom 5:5-9; 1 Cor 3:15; 5:5; 2 Tim 4:18) 

4. No doubt that conversion/justification is the work o God (Rom 4:5); and that we 
can add nothing to it  

5. But even with Eph 2:8-9 there is Eph 2:10 
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EE. For it is God who works in who (13) 

1. Lit., God is the one who is working (cf John 1:13; Rom 9:16) 

2. ‘The One who works’ parallels 1:6  

a. In 1:6 Paul moved from the Philippians own work (1:5) to the knowledge 
that God is the one doing the work 

3. Phil 3:7-14 

FF. To will and to work (13) 

1. Both the will and the effective power to accomplish are ascribed to God  

GG. For His good pleasure (13) 

HH.Do all without grumbling or complaining (14)  

1. Used of the Israelites in the OT: (Cf Exod 15:24; 16:2, 7-9, 12; Num 14:2, 36; John 
6:41, 43; Luke 15:2; 1 Cor 10:10)  

2. Clearly Paul has this OT context in mind as in 2:15 he cites Deut 32:5 

3. Does this suggest that the divisions in Philippi were directed at the leaders?; 
since the Israelites complained against God but directed it at Moses (cf 2:29) 

II. In order that: (purpose): you may prove yourselves to be: (15) 

1. Blameless  

2. Innocent  

3. Children of God 

4. Above reproach  

JJ. In the midst of a crooked and perverse generation (15; Deut 32:5) 

1. In Deut 32:5 the Israelites were rejected by God and labeled as crooked and 
perverse; now those outside the church are!  

2. This serves as a reminder to the Philippians of the dangers of disobedience and 
disunity; namely, the Israelites were rejected by God for such!  

3. Rom 9:25; Hos 2:23!  
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KK. Among whom you appear as lights in the world (15; Matt 5:14-16; John 9:5, 6)  

1. Proper moral conduct is the focus; more than evangelism  

LL. Holding fast the word of life (16)  

MM. In the day of Christ, I may have cause to glory (16; cf 2 Cor 1:14; 1 Thess 2:19; 
and Gal 2:2; 1 Thess 3:5)  

1. Cf Isa 65:17-25 

a. People rejoice (65:18-19) 

b. Enjoy the works of their toil (65:22) 

c. That their labor will not be in vain (65:23)  

2. Cause to glory; for Paul to fail in ministry would not bring honor to God: Paul’s 
effectiveness in ministry was directed related to bringing glory to God  

NN. Poured out as a drink offering (17) 

1. Paul knows that his ministry may lead to his martyrdom  

 

2:19-30 Paul’s Missionary Report cont’d 

A. I hope to send Timothy to you shortly (19) 

B. That I too may be comforted (19) 

C. For,  

D. He will genuinely be concerned for your wellbeing (20) 

E. You know of his proven worth (22) 

F. As soon as I see how things go with me (23) 

G. I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus (25)  

H. He was longing for you and was distressed (26)  

1. ‘Longing for’ (cf 1:8; 2 Cor 5:2; 9:14) and ‘distressed’ (Gethsemane: Matt 26:37; 
Mark 14:33)  

I. He was sick to the point of death (27, 30)  
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J. God had mercy on him (27) 

K. On me too (27) 

L. Your service to me (30) 

1. Priestly service  (English: ‘liturgy’)  

 

3:1-4:1 Doctrinal Polemics  
3:1-6 

A. Finally, my brothers (1) 

B. Beware of: (2) 

1. Dogs: term used for Gentiles; people outside the covenant community; ritually 
unclean  

2. Evil workers (Ps 6:9 LXX; Matt 7:23; Luke 13:27) 

a. They were most certainly claiming that they were doing the works of the 
law (cf Gal 3:10; 5:3; 6:13) 

b. Paul’s theology contends that only believers in Christ do genuine good 
works (cf 2 Cor 9:8; Eph 2:10; Col 1:10) 

3. False circumcision: lit., ‘mutilation’—very harsh  

a. False teachers who demanded Gentile converts to adhere to the law of 
circumcision  

b. It is they who are not worthy of being called the ‘circumcision’ but the 
‘mutiliation’  

C. For, we are the circumcision (3)  

1. Emphatic use of the pronoun  

2. Who: (3 descriptors of the new people of God) 

a. Who worship in/by the Spirit (cf John 4:23-24) 

i. Reference the great eschatological fulfillment of the pouring out 
of the HS (2 Cor 5:17; Rom 8:8-9; 12:1)  
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b. Glory in Christ  

c. Put no confidence in the flesh  

i. To glory in Christ is to put our trust in Him; therefore, not in the 
flesh  

ii. Flesh: references everything outside of Christ 

iii. For Paul circumcision reflects a mindset that is opposed to the 
Spirit (Rom 8:5-8; Gal 5:16-21) 

D. I might have confidence in the flesh (4; cf 2 Cor 11:16-12:11) 

1. We suspect that the false teachers were appealing to their credentials as support 
of their message 

2. Paul uses this ‘boasting’ as a grounds for his theology in 3:7-11  

E. Circumcised on the 8th day (5) 

F. Of the nation of Israel (5) 

G. Tribe of Benjamin (5) 

H. Hebrew of Hebrews (5) 

1. His family did not adopt Hellenistic ways 

I. Law: Pharisee (5; Gal 1:13-14) 

1. Pharisees were viewed as more faithful to Scripture  

J. Zeal: persecutor of the Church (6; Gal 1:13) 

1. Tried to destroy it (Gal 1:13) 

K. Righteousness in the Law: blameless (6) 

1. The point is that Paul has never been charged with transgressing the Law 

2. ‘Blameless’: indicates a life of conformity to the Law (cf Luke 1:6 Zecharias and 
Elizabeth) 
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3:7-11  

L. Whatever things were gain to me, now they are counted as loss (7); counted as 
rubbish/dung (8)  

1. ‘Whatever things’ – ‘All things’ to be in loss (8) 

2. Paul is not discounting his heritage (cf Rom 3:1-2; 9:1-5); but that such heritage 
was a means of achievement  

3. Rubbish, dung; may derive from a phrase that mean: ‘that which is thrown to the 
dogs’ (cf 3:2) 

M. For the sake of Christ (7) 

N. In view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord (8)  

1. Nothing compares to knowing Christ 

2. Therefore, they are all ‘rubbish’  

O. For whom I have suffered the loss of all things . . . in order that I may gain Christ (8;  

1. cf Matt 13:44-46; same language here ‘gains’ the whole world and ‘loses’ his life 

P. May be found in Him (9) 

1. Union with Christ!  

2. To be found in Him is the result of ‘losing this life’ (Mark 8:34-37) 

3. Cf Col 3:3-4 

Q. Not having a righteousness of my own (9) 

1. My righteousness: one that is of the flesh as opposed to ‘of faith’ (see chiastic 
structure) 

2. Which is from the Law 

3. But which is from God 

4. That which is through the faithfulness of Christ (9) 

R. The righteousness of God on the basis of faith (9)  
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S. In order to know Him: (10; 1:9) 

1. 2 or 3 things? 

a. And the power of His resurrection   

b. And the fellowship of His sufferings  

2. Knowing Christ is then personal: one’s experience of Christ’s death and 
resurrection 

3. Cf Rom 6:1-11: our justification means that we must ‘walk in newness of life’ 
(Rom 6:4)  

4. Knowing the power of His resurrection then entails a spiritual transformation (cf 
2 Cor 3:18)  

T. Being conformed to His death (10; cf Col 1:24; 2 Cor 4:10-12) 

1. This futher entails pain and suffering  

2. Rom 6:1-11 this was recognized in baptism  

U. If I may attain the resurrection from the dead (11) 

1. Rom 8:17: ‘If we suffer with Him, we may be glorified with Him’  

 

3:12-4:1 

V. I have not: obtained it; become perfect (12); laid hold of it (13) 

W. I press on (13-14; cf 1 Cor 9:24-25)  

1. In order that I may lay hold of it (13) 

2. Toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God (14) 

a. Prize is: conformity to His image (Rom 8:29-30; Fellowship with Christ (1 
Cor 1:9); peace of Christ (Col 3:5); Sanctification (1 Thess 4:7); salvation 
through sanctification (2 Thess 2:13); glory of our Lord (2 Thess 2:14); 
Eternal life (1 Tim 6:12)  

X. As many as are perfect: have this attitude (15) 

1. Perfect/mature  
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Y. If you have this attitude: God will reveal that to you (15) 

Z. Let us keep living by the same standard: to which we have attained (16) 

AA. ‘Brothers’: follow my example (17; 4:9; 1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; 2 Thess 3:7-9) 

BB. Many walk: that they are enemies of the Cross (19)  

1. Whose end is destruction  

2. Whose god is their appetite; lit., belly (cf Rom 16:17-18)  

3. Whose glory is in their shame; (Hos 4:6-7)  

a. Cp 1:20 

b. Disgrace that falls upon those under judgment  

4. They set their minds on earthly things  

a. Attitude is contra the command in 2:5 

b. Earthly things contrasts with ‘heaven’ (3:20) 

CC. ‘h`mw/n ga.r to. poli,teuma evn ouvranoi/j’ Our citizenship is in heaven (20) 

1. Contrasts with ‘enemies’ thinking (3:19) 

2. Therefore, the focus is on our thinking with a Christian worldview! 

DD. Citizenship (20) 

EE. ‘From which we eagerly await a Savior’: i.e., Hope follows from this (20) 

1. Eschatological truth results in ethical response! (cf 2 Pet 3:14; Rom 13:11-12; 1 
Cor 15:54-58; Gal 6:9; 1 Thess 5:4-6) 

2. Eagerly: cf Rom 8:19-25 

FF. Who will transform ‘the body of our humiliation’ (21; cf 2:8) 

GG. Conforming with the body of His glory (21) 

1. Even in resurrection Christ is our paradigm 

2. 3:10 we are conformed to His death (both 3:10 and 3:21 use ‘conformed’; cf 
Rom 8:28) 
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3. Cf 1 John 3:2 

HH.Exertion of His power (21) 

II. That He has to subject all things to Himself (21) 

1. Through this power he abolishes all authority—even death (1 Cor 15:24-28; Heb 
1:13; 2:6-8) 

JJ. Therefore, my beloved brothers (4:1) 

KK. Stand firm in the Lord! (4:1; cf 1:27-30) 

 

4:2-23 Conclusion 

A. Euodia and Syntyche: live in harmony (2) 

1. Called ‘co-workers’—‘shared my struggle in the cause of the Gospel’ (3) 

2. Clement struggled also  

3. Names are written in the book of life (3; cf Dan 12:1; Exod 32:32-33; Ps 69:28 

B. I ask you also, true comrade, to help these women (3) 

C. Rejoice in the Lord always (4) 

1. Rejoicing that is grounded ‘in the Lord’; who is unchanging  

2. ‘Again I say, rejoice’; in case someone finds a ground to object, Paul reiterates it!  

D. Let your forbearing spirit be known to all (5; cf 2:3-4) 

1. If related to the command to Joy, then it is how Joy expresses itself 

2. Not inward focused! (cf 2:3-4)  

3. ‘The Lord is near’!  

E. Be anxious for nothing (6)  
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F. Let your requests be made known to God (6) 

1. By prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, requests 

a. Stylistic: does not distinguish different types of prayer: aside from 
thanksgiving, the rest do not distinguish from one another  

2.  Point: prayer is the opposite of anxiety  

3. Cf Matt 6:25-32  

G. Peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension shall guard your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus (7; cf 4:9)  

1. Linking of anxiety, quarrels, and failure to bring petitions to God 

2. In prayer one is to lift the needs of others to God   

H. Finally, my brothers (8) 

1. Whatever is true 

2. Whatever is honorable 

3. Whatever is right  

4. Whatever is pure 

5. Whatever is lovely  

6. Whatever is of good repute 

7. If anything is excellent  

8. If anything is worthy of praise 

9. Think about such things  

I. What you learned and received and heard and saw in me: practice these things (9: 
3:17; 1 Cor 4:16; 11:1; 2 Thess 3:7-9) 

1. God of peace shall be with you (cp 4:7) 

 

4:10-20 Word of thanks  

J. I rejoiced greatly (10) 
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K. Now that you have revived your concern for me (10)  

1. You lacked opportunity (10) 

L. Not that I speak from want (11) 

M. Learned how to be content (11) 

N. I know how to get along with humble means (12) 

O. I know how to live in prosperity (12) 

P. I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry; having abundance and 
suffering need (12) 

Q. I can do all things through Christ Jesus (13) 

1. I.e., Paul’s source of contentment is Jesus Christ  

2. ‘All things’ has in context material needs or the lack thereof 

R. Done well to share in my affliction (14)  

S. You alone shared in giving (15) 

T. Not that I seek the gift (17) 

U. The profit which increases to your account (17) 

V. I have received everything in full; have an abundance; am amply supplied (18) 

1. Lest they think he is making a request 

W. Fragrant aroma; acceptable sacrifice; well-pleasing to God (18; Eph 5:2; Rom 12:1) 

1. OT cultic terms; often used to describe Christian worship: cf Heb 13:15-16 

2. Giving is an act of worship and a part of our sanctification 

X. God shall supply all your needs  

Y. According to His riches (19)  

1. God owns the resources!  
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4:21-23 Greetings/Closing 

Z. Great every saint (21) 

AA. Brothers; all the saints; Caesar’s household greet you (21-22)  

1. Caesar’s household: probably the slaves 

BB. Grace of the Lord Jesus be with your spirit (23) 
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Philippians 1:1-11 

Paul and Timothy,  

bond-servants of Christ Jesus,  

to all the saints  

in Christ Jesus  

who are in Philippi,  

    including the overseers and deacons:  2  

 

Grace to you and peace  

from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ.  3  

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,  4  

      always offering prayer with joy  

in my every prayer for you all,  5  

     in view of your participation in the gospel  

from the first day until now.  6  

For I am confident of this very thing,  

that He who began a good work in you  

will perfect it  

until the day of Christ Jesus.  7  

For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, 

  because I have you in my heart,  

since both in my imprisonment  

and in the defense  

and confirmation of the gospel,  

you all are partakers of grace with me.  8  
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For God is my witness,  

how I long for you all  

with the affection of Christ Jesus.  9  

And this I pray,  

that your love may abound still more and more  

in real knowledge  

and all discernment,  10  

   so that  
you may approve the things that are excellent,       

  in order to be sincere and blameless  

until the day of Christ;  11  

having been filled with the fruit of righteousness  

which comes through Jesus Christ,  

to the glory and praise of God. 

 
 


