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Understanding Revelation 

I. The Person of Jesus Christ in Revelation (note the description of Jesus in the 
following verses) 
1:5    
1:13  
1:17  
1:18   
2:1     
2:8     
2:12   
2:18   
3:1    
3:7    
3:14  
5:5    
5:6    
5:9, 12  
6:16    
11:15  
14:12  
15:3    
15:4    
17:14   
19:11   
22:13   
22:16   
22:20, 21  

 
II. Jesus is the model for the People of God to emulate (note the titles/attributes 

given to Jesus and that they are also descriptive of  the people of God in 
Revelation: thus, Jesus is model for the Christian life) 

A. Jesus is ‘The Faithful Witness’ 
1. Rev 1:5; 3:14 

B. Christ as the model of one who suffers Persecution 
1. Rev 3:21 

2. Rev 5:9; 7:14 

3. Rev 1:9 

4. Rev 11:8-9 
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C. Jesus as the Victor  
1. Rev 1:18; 2:8 

III. Deity of Jesus in Revelation (Note the titles given to Jesus: Most are applied to 
God the Father in the OT and/or in Revelation) 

A. Alpha and Omega; First and Last; Beginning and the End (Isa 44:6; 48:12) 
1. 1:8  

2. 1:17  

3. 2:8  

4. 21:6  

5. 22:13  

B. King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Deut 10:17; 1 Tim 6:15) 
1. 17:14  

2. 19:16  

C. Lord God (Almighty) (Isa 45:5, 6, 18) 
1. 1:8; 4:8, 11; 11:17; 16:7, 10; 18:8; 19:6; 19:22; 21:22 

2. 15:3; 22:20, 21 

D. Holy and True 
1. 3:7, 14 

2. 6:10  

 

IV. Worship of the Lamb (List the attributes given to Jesus and compare them with 
the attributes ascribed to the Father) 
A. 5:9, 12  

B. 4:8 

C. 5:13  

D. 7:12  

E. 19:1  

F. 1:6  
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Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls  

I. Overall purpose  
A. Wrath of God on the unrighteous  

1. They have shed the blood of righteous (6:10; 16:5,6) 
2. Practiced evil (9:20, 21: worshipping demons, murder, . . . .) 

B. Avenge the blood of the righteous (6:10) 
 
II. Structures and Features of each series  

A. All use 4/3 Structure 
1. Final 3 more intense 
2. Each being described in greater detail 

B. Each subsequent set becomes more intense than the previous set (e.g., 
trumpets/bowls) 

C. Similarities between the Trumpets and Bowls (see chart) 
1. 15:5 echoes 11:19; and 16:17-20 expands 11:19: thus, the 7 bowls are 

a fuller version of the 7 trumpets 
2. Both begin with a liturgy of judgment (8:2-5; 15:5-8) 
3. Both end with a proclamation of the end 

D. Differences between the Trumpets and Bowls: 
1. Trumpets: partial; Bowls: universal 
2. Trumpets: call to repentance; Bowls: are not a call to repentance 

(15:8) 
3. Trumpets: affect people indirectly; Bowls: affect people directly 

 
7 Seals (6:1ff) 7 Trumpets (9:1ff) 7 Bowls (16:1ff) 

White horse: Anti-
Christ/Christ 

Earth: 1/3 of  earth 
burned 

Earth: Sores on people 

Red horse: War Sea: 1/3 becomes blood: 
1/3 creatures die; 1/3 
ships destroyed 

Sea: All becomes blood; 
everything dies 

Black horse: Famine Inland waters: 1/3 
become bitter; many die 

Inland waters: All become 
blood 

Pale horse: Death ¼ life Heavenly bodies: 1/3 day 
and night without light 

Heavenly bodies: sun’s 
intensity increased 

Martyrs under the altar Pain: demons with power 
to torture but not kill for 
5mo. 

Pain: Kingdom becomes 
dark; men gnaw tongues 
in agony 

Earthquake and signs in 
sun, moon, stars 

Enemies from near 
Euphrates: 200,000,000 
troops 

Enemies from near 
Euphrates: Euphrates 
dried prepare for battle 

Silence 2nd Coming of Christ 2nd Coming of Christ 
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III. Parallels with Egyptian plagues and Exodus  
A. Plagues in Egypt were to demonstrate to the Israelites the Sovereign power 

of God 
B. The first 5 Trumpets are patterned on the Exodus plagues 

1. #1 8:7 Exod 9:22-25 
2. #2, 3  Exod 7:20-25 
3. #4  Exod 10:21-23 
4. #5  Exod 10:12-15 

C. 10 Plagues in Egypt: 
1. Blood;  Trumpet #2; Bowl #2 
2. Frogs;  Bowl #6? 
3. Gnats;  Seal #4? 
4. Flies; Seal #4? 
5. Livestock;  Seal #4? 
6. Boils;  Bowl #1 
7. Hail;  Trumpet #1, #7; Bowl #7 
8. Locusts;  Trumpet #5?  
9. Darkness;  Trumpet #4, #5; Bowl #5 
10. Firstborn 

D. Exodus themes of Redemption, Judgment, and Inheritance pervade the book  
1. Blood of the Lamb   Rev 5:9; 7:14; 12:11  Exod 12:7, 13 
2. ‘Who is, was, . . .  Rev 1:4   Exod 3:14 
3. Theophany  Rev 4    Exod 19  
4. Summons ‘come up’ Rev 4:1   Exod 24:1  
5. Elders    Rev 4:4   Exod 24:9-11  
6. Sea of Glass  Rev 4:6   Exod 24:10  

E. Other parallels  
1. Manna  
2. Kingdom and Priests  
3. Sodom or Egypt  
4. Ark of the Covenant  
5. Woman protected in the wilderness  
6. Song of Moses  

 
IV. Plagues and the Church 

A. Seal of God on righteous (7:1-8) before they harm the land (2Cor. 1:22) 
B. Locusts (9:4) do not harm those with the seal of God 
C. Ugly and painful sores of Bowl #1 (16:2) affect those with the mark of the 

Beast 
D. 5th and 6th Trumpets do not harm the righteous; rest that were not killed “did 

not repent” (9:20, 21) 
1. See also: 6:15, 16; 8:13; 16:9, 11, 21 

E. 1 Thess 5:9; God did not appoint us to suffer wrath 
F. Egyptian plagues did not affect the righteous/obedient Jews 
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V. Sequence of Events 
A. Simultaneous/Recapitulatory 

1. All 3 series cover the same period 
a. i.e., Seal #1, Trumpet #1, and Bowl #1; then Seal #2, . . . . 

2. Each successive judgment reiterates, supplements, and intensifies the 
earlier ones 

3. 7th trumpet clearly describes the end (11:15-18); as does the 7th bowl 
(16:17-21); and the 6th seal seems to as well (6:12-17; cf. 6:17 and 
11:18; and 6:12,14 and 20:11) 

4. Supported by the numerous repetitions of themes, images and 
phrases 

a. 3½ years (11:2, 3; 12:6, 14; 13:5): suggests that all describe 
the same period 

b. “Gather them together for war” (describing the destruction of  
Babylon 16:14, 19; Beast 19:19; and Satan 20:8) suggests that 
15:1-16:21; 17:1-19:21; and 20:1-21:8 refer to the same period 

c. Fall of Babylon (14:8; 16:19; 17:16; 18:2, 10, 17, 19-21; 19:2-3) 
all describe the same events 
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Numerical Composition in Revelation 

Revelation, as with most of the apocalyptic works, uses numbers to express deeper 
meaning. These deeper meanings are definitely present in Revelation as evidenced 
by the fact that:  
1) There are so many examples  
2) The numbers are used consistently (7 always refers to God/totality/perfection—
it is used of Satan when he is imitating God [e.g., the dragon has 7 heads (Rev 12:3)])  
3) John appears to intentionally change some phrases so that he does not exceed a 
certain number 
 
 
Numerical Composition in Revelation 

A. 7 Beatitudes (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14): form as a collection a 
sort of summary  

B. Most significant numbers are 7, 4, 3, 12  

1. 4: Represents completeness in relation to the world: strongly 
related to the created realm: earth has 4 corners (7:1; 20:8); 4 winds 
(7:1); ‘heavens, earth, under the earth, sea (5:13); earth, sea, rivers 
and springs, heaven (8:7-12; 14:7; 16:2-9); 4 series of judgments 
(including 7 thunders); total cargoes in Rome (18:11-13) are 28—and 
comprise ‘all’ the products of the world; 4 references to the 7 
churches (1:4, 11, 202x)—thus, they represent all the churches of the 
world 

a. Thus, the 4 parts of the world are the targets of the 1st 4 
Trumpets and Bowls 

b. Formula: ‘every tribe, tongue, people, and nation’ occurs 7x 

c. Divine title: ‘the one who lives for ever and ever’ (4:9, 10; 10:6; 
15:7) [thus, designating God as the sovereign over creation] 

d. “Seven Spirits” occurs 4x 

2. 7: Represents completeness and perfection in contrast to 6 

a. The important Divine titles occur 7x  

b. ‘The Lord God Almighty’ (1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7; 19:6; 
21:22)  

(1) ‘God the Almighty’: occurs twice to ensure that the 
previous phrase appears 7x (16:14; 19:15) 
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c. ‘The one who sits on the Throne’ (4:9; 5:1, 7, 13; 6:16; 7:15; 
21:5); variations occur 5x  

d. Alpha and Omega (1:8, 17; 17; 21:6(2x); 22:13(3x)) 

e. ‘Christ’ (1:2, 9; 12:17; 17:6; 19:10(2x); 20:4) 

f. ‘Jesus’ 14x: (perhaps since this title is used in close connection 
with the concept of witness; and the number of witnesses is 
two [11:3-13]; thus, 7 x 2  

g. ‘Lamb’ 28x:  
(1) 7x coupled with God (5:13; 6:16; 7:10; 14:4; 21:22; 

21:1-3) 

(2) 7 x 4 occurrences of the Lamb corresponds with the 7 
occurrences of the four-fold designation for the nations 
of the world  

h. Spirit: 
(1) 4 references to the seven spirits (1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6); they 

are sent out to the nations as the power of the church’s 
prophetic witness  

(2) 14 references to ‘the Spirit’; perhaps deliberately 
corresponding the 14 references to Jesus; since, ‘the 
spirit of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy’ (19:10) 

i. ‘Prophecy’ 7x  

j. Come 7x (6:1, 3, 5, 7; 22:172x, 20) 

k. Was given 21x 

3. 12: Represents completeness in relation to unity and diversity; it 
is the number for the people of God (7:4-8; 12:2; 14:1; 21:12, 14); 
squared for completeness, multiplied by a thousand for vastness (7:4-
8; 14:1; 21:17) 

a. 12 occurs 12x in the description of the New Jerusalem (21:9-
22:5): ‘God’ and ‘Lamb’ each occur 7x in this section  

4. Avoidance of these numbers  
a. Dragon 13x  

b. Satan 8x  

c. Devil 5x 
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d. Serpent(s) 5x  

e. Beast 38x  

f. Babylon 6x  

g. Lists of the types of sinners (21:8; 22:15) 8 and 6  

h. Significant numbers are used with evil only when parodying 
the divine (16:13; 12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7, 9-11) 

 

Colors  

A. White: Victory, purity 

1. 1:14  Christ’s hair  

2. 3:4-5, 18; 6:11; 7:9, 13-14; 19:14  Clothing of the righteous  

3. 6:2 Horse  

4. 19:11, 14  Christ’s horse  

5. 20:11  Throne of God  

B. Red:  Blood; violence  

1. 6:4  Horse  

2. 9:17 Rider’s breastplates  

3. 12:3  Dragon  

C. Purple, Scarlet: Decadence, empire and imperial power  

1. 17:3  Beast  

2. 17:3-4; 18:16  Clothing of the Harlot 

3. 18:12  Commodities of Babylon  

D. Black: Death, disaster   

1. 6:5 Horse  

2. 6:12 Sun  

E. Green (pale): Death   

1. 6:8 Horse  

F. Gold: incorruptible wealth, beauty, royalty 

1. 1:12, 20; 2:1  Lampstands  

2. 1:13; 15:6  Sash  

3. 3:18  Reward  

4. 4:4  Crowns  

5. 5:8; 8:3; 15:7 Bowls of incense, bowl of wrath 
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6. 9:7 Locust’s crowns 

7. 9:13  Altar  

8. 9:20  Idols  

9. 14:14  Christ’s crown  

10. 17:4; 18:16  Harlots jewels  

11. 21:15  Measuring rod  

12. 21:18, 21  New Jerusalem and its streets 
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Structure of Revelation 

I. Broad Outline 

A. 1:1-18 Introduction: Blessing for those who remain faithful 

B. 1:19-3:22 Letters to the Churches: Exhortation to remain faithful 

C. 4:1-22:5 Main Body: Vision(s) 

D. 22:6-21 Conclusion: Final-repeated exhortation to remain faithful so that 
they might inherit final salvation 

 

II. Detailed Outline: Body 4:1-22:5 

4:1-11  Vision of Throne 

5:1-14  The Scroll and the Lamb 

6:1-8:1  7 Seals 

6:1-2  1st Seal 

6:3-4  2nd Seal 

6:5-6  3rd Seal 

6:7-8  4th Seal 

6:9-11  5th Seal 

6:12-17  6th Seal 

7:1-17  Interlude: sealing of the righteous and their presence in Heaven 

8:1   7th Seal 

8:2-11:19   7 Angels with the 7 Trumpets 

1. 8:2-6  Introduction 

2. 8:7  1st Trumpet/Angel 

3. 8:8-9  2nd Trumpet/Angel 

4. 8:10-11  3rd Trumpet/Angel 

5. 8:12-13  4th Trumpet/Angel 

6. 9:1-12  5th Trumpet/Angel (1st Woe) 

7. 9:13-21; 11:14  6th Trumpet/Angel (2nd Woe) 

8. 10:1-11:13  Interlude:  

10:1-11  John’s recommissioning/ 7 Thunders 

11:1-13  Two Witnesses 

9. 11:15-19  7th Trumpet/Angel 
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12:1-17  The Woman clothed with the sun and the Dragon  

13:1-10  The Beast (from the sea) 

13:11-18  The False-Prophet (from the land) 

14:1-16:1  Vision of Righteous, Angel with the eternal Gospel, Son of Man, 
Announcement of the End, 7 Bowls 

16:2-21  7 Bowls 

1. 16:2  1st Bowl 

2. 16:3  2nd Bowl 

3. 16:4-7  3rd Bowl 

4. 16:8-9  4th Bowl 

5. 16:10-11  5th Bowl 

6. 16:12-16  6th Bowl 

7. 16:17-21  7th Bowl 

17:1-18:24  Harlot Babylon 

1. 17:1-18  Description Babylon  

2. 18:1-24  Fall of Babylon 

19:1-10  Joy in Heaven 

19:11-21  The Last Battle 

20:1-15  Thousand Years and Great White Throne 

21:1-22:5  New Heaven and Earth, New Jerusalem 

 

III. 4:1-16:21 

A. 4:1-5:14 Inaugural vision of Heaven leading to the three series of sevens and 
two interlude/intercalations 

B. 6:1-16:21 Series of sevens  

1. 6:1-8:1; 8:3-5 Seven seals: Numbered 4 + 1 + (1 + 
interlude/intercalation) + 1  

2. 8:2; 8:6-11:19 Seven trumpets: Numbered 4 + 1 (1 + 
interlude/intercalation) + 1 

3. 12:1-14:20; 15:2-4 Story of God’s people in conflict with evil  

4. 15:1; 15:5-16:21 Seven Bowls: Numbered 4 + 3 (no 
interlude/intercalation) 
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IV. 6:1-16:21  

A. Three series of sevens: Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls  

1. Each series is explicitly numbered  

2. The seventh of each series is linked to the others and to the vision of 
the throne of God in chapter 4  

2. 4:5 ‘Lightning, Sounds, and Thunder’  

3. 8:5 ‘Thunder, Sounds, Lightning, and an Earthquake’ 

4. 11:19: ‘Lightning, and Sounds, Thunder, an Earthquake, and 
great Hail’  

5. 16:18-21: ‘Lightning, Sounds, Thunder, a Great Earthquake, . . . 
and great Hail’ 

 

V. Seven Letters and the Series of Seven Judgments  

A. Seven letters are not numbered  

1. Because their order was determined by geography and otherwise was 
not important  

B. Seven series of judgments are numbered  

1. Because their order was important in that each sequence progresses 
towards a final judgment in each series  

C. Seven letters have a 3 + 4 structure, while the series of judgments have a 4 + 
3 structure 

1. 1st three of the seven letters end with ‘Let anyone who has an ear . . . ’ 
before the promise to those who overcome, while this is reversed in 
the last four 

 

VI. The Two Interlude/intercalations (7:1-17; 10:1-11:13) 

A. Parallel to one another in their locations in the two series and the way in 
which each deals with the issue raised at the end of the account of the sixth 
judgment in each series  

1. In both cases they present a delay before the final, seventh judgment  

a. 7:1-17 in order to protect the people of God 

b. 10:1-11:13 for the sake of the prophetic witness of the Two 
Witnesses  
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B. Two interlude/intercalations are concerned with the people of God  

1. 7:1-17: The delay is in order to protect the righteous from the 
judgments  

2. 10:1-11:13: The delay is for the sake of the prophetic witness of the 
righteous  

C. Both have strong ties with the vision of the Lamb in chapter 5 

1. ‘Hearing and Seeing’ (5:5-14 and 7:4-14)  

2. ‘Strong angel’ (5:2; 10:1) with a scroll  

3. Both passages modeled on Ezekiel (2:9-10; 3:1-2)  

4. Bauckham: 10:1-11:13 contains the event to which  

5. ‘Standing’ 5:6; 7:1, 9 

 

VII. Chapters 12-14 

A. 12-14 form a series of visions that extend from the beginning of the 
opposition against Christ (12:1-5), or even from Eden (12:9) to the parousia 
(14:14-20) 

B. Same events as in 10:1-11:13 in greater detail   

1. Note: reference to the Danielic time period (11:2, 3; 12:6, 14; 13:5) 

2. 11:3-13 portrays the church’s role as witnesses with only a hint at the 
opposition (11:7); 12-13 detail the opposition  
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The People of God in Revelation 

This comparison of how the people of God are described in Revelation suggests that 
each of the accounts in Revelation ultimately have the same group in mind 
 
5:8-10 
A. Before the Lamb (8) (who is in the middle of the Throne 6) 
B. Sang a new song (9) 
C. Purchased men from every tribe, tongue, people, and language (9) 
D. Kingdom and priests; they will reign upon the earth (10) 
 
7:1-8 
A. Sealed on their foreheads (3) 
B. Bondservants of our God (3)  
C. Number sealed 144,000 (4) 
D. From every tribe of Israel (4-8) 
 
7:9-17 
A. Great multitude; no one could count (9) 
B. From every tribe, people, and tongue (9) 
C. These are they (13, 14) 
D. Come out of the Great Tribulation (14) 
E. Washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb (14) 
F. Before the throne of God (15); Lamb is the center (17) 
G. They shall not hunger or thirst (16)  
H. Sun will not beat on them (17) 
I. Lamb will be their shepherd and shall guide them to springs of water of life (17) 
J. God will wipe every tear from their eyes (17)  
 
11:1-13 
A. Measured (1)  
B. Prophesy/Witness for 3½ years (3) 
C. Stand before the Lord of the earth (4) 
D. Untouchable (5)  
E. Have power (6) 
F. Finished their testimony (7) 
G. People, tribes, tongues, and nations look on them (9) 
H. Refuse them burial (9) 
I. Earth dwellers rejoice (10) 
J. Resurrected (11) 
 
12:11-17 
A. Woman was nourished in the wilderness 3½ years (14) 
B. Taken by great eagle (14)  
C. Keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus (17) 
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14:1-5 
A. 144,000 (1) 
B. Name of Jesus and the Father on their foreheads (1) 
C. Sang a new song before the Throne, 4 living creatures, and elders (3)  
D. Purchased from the Earth (3, 4) (5:9 purchased men from every tribe, . . . ) 
 
19:7-9 
A. Fine linen given her to wear, bright and clean (8) 
 
22:1-5 
A. Water of life is present (1) 
B. Bondservants shall serve Him (3) 
C. No longer any curse (3) 
D. Throne of God and the Lamb (3) 
E. Name of Jesus on their foreheads (4) 
F. They shall see His face (4) 
G. No night (5); God shall illumine them (5); no sun (5) 
H. Reign forever and ever (5)  
 
 

Verbal parallels between the descriptions of the Righteous 

144,000 of 7:1-8 and 14:1-5 are the same 
1. 144,000  
2. Name of God on foreheads  
3. 7:1-8 refers to them prior to any suffering; 14:1-5 is proleptic describing 

them after their victory 
 
144,000 (7:1-8 and 14:15) are the same as those in the New Jerusalem in 22:1-
5 

1. 22:1-5 they are bondservants as in 7:1-8 
2. 22:1-5 His name on their foreheads as in 14:1-5; 7:1-8 

 
Those in the NJ (22:1-5) are the same as the Great Multitude (7:9-17) 

1. Before the Throne  
2. Servants of God 
3. Sun does not beat on them  
4. Lamb is the center  
If we include 21:1-22:5 
5. Nations of the world  
6. Worship  
7. Temple (present in 7:15; absent in 21:22)  
8. God’s dwelling with the faithful (7:15; 21:3) 
9. End of thirst (7:16; 21:6) 
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10. Absence of the sun (7:16; 21:23) 
11. Spring of living water (7:17; 21:6) 
12. Wiping away of tears (7:17; 21:4) 

(Contexts show that ch 7 shows the security of God’s people despite the 
catastrophes of ch 6; while 21 depicts the perfect union between God and His 
people from a perspective where tribulation is not in view) 

 
Therefore, all these passages have in mind the same group  
 
Furthermore, the 144,000 of 14:1-5 are the same as the Great Multitude in 7:9-
17 and the redeemed in 5:9-10 

1. 14:4; 5:9 Redeemed/purchased  
a. 14:4 from among men  
b. 5:9 from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation 

2. 5:9; 7:9 From every tribe, people, and tongue  
3. This supports the suggestion that the redeemed in 5:9 were similarly from 

every nation (the use of Israel language applied to the Church universal) 
4. Both passages have the throne, elders, and living creatures  

 
 

Are the 144,000 and the Great Multitude in Rev 7 the same?  Yes 

Cannot necessarily argue that the 1st group would have been understood by the first 
readers as ethnic Israelites (and thus the 2 groups necessarily contrast each other)  

1. Rev has used language applicable to ethnic Israel for the Church (2:9, 17; 3:9, 
12) 

2. Great Multitude performs actions of Levitical priests (7:15; cp Exod 19:6, 10, 
14; Ezek 37:26-28) 

 
Language of hearing and seeing  

1. 5:5-6 John heard that the Lion . . . had conquered; and saw the Lamb . . . slain 
a. Evokes the image of the Messiah as a new David who wins a military 

victory over the enemies of Israel  
b. Here he juxtaposes images of the Messiah 

2. 7:4, 9 John heard numbered sealed; and saw the innumerable multitude  
a. The 144,000 are counted and from Israel; the multitude is 

uncountable and from every nation 
b. Here he juxtaposes images of the Messiah’s followers  

 
Cp 4:1-5:15 and 7:1-17 

1. Hearing and seeing language 
2. Both begin with ‘ei=don’ as a structural device  
3. Both have ‘in the Spirit’—which only occurs in 1:5; 5:9; 7:14  
4. Both have ‘from every tribe’—which only occurs in 5:9; 7:4  
5. Both have ‘around the throne—which only occurs in 4:6; 5:11; 7:11 
6. Cp 5:12; 7:12 
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7. Cp Doxology: 4:11; 5:12; 7:12 
8. Cp. 4:5, 6 and 7:9, 15 (also 14:3) ‘before the throne  
9. 5:9; 7:9 From every tribe, people, and tongue  
10. Throne, elders, and living creatures (5:6, 11; 7:11) 

The innumerability intends to demonstrate the fulfillment of the promises to 
Abraham (innumerable descendants: Gen 13:16; 15:5; 22:17; 26:4; Hos 1:10; 
with the multitude of nations: 17;4-6; 35:11; 4:19) 

11. The Israelite eschatological messianic army (7:4-8) indeed conquers—in 
their deaths as Christ did—but the description of the victorious army is given 
in terms of an innumerable multitude from every nation 

 
Also, servants elsewhere in Rev denotes all the righteous (2:20; 19:5; 22:3) 
 
If Satan seals all of his followers, then the contrast of the seal on the righteous 
must include all the righteous (13:17-14:1) 
 
Ezek 9 (background for Rev 7) makes a distinction only between true 
believers and unbelievers  

- The 144,000 are the restored remnant of true Israel  
a. They are numbered exactly because they ‘have this seal the Lord 

knows those who are His’ (2 Tim 2:19)  
b. Hence, the souls are told (6:11) that they must wait until the number 

of their fellow servants should be completed 
- The Great Multitude is the same group from the viewpoint of their actual 

number 
 
Conclusion:  
7:1-8 Tells how the believers are sealed so they can persevere  
7:9-17 Reveals the reward for those who do so 
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Understanding Revelation in the 21st Century 

Introduction  

3 Keys to understanding Revelation  

1. Book is about _______________ Rev 1:1  

The Lion and the Lamb in Rev 5  

a. I _____________ that the Lion had overcome 

b. I _____________ a Lamb that was slain 

2. The symbolism is rooted in the ______________________ 

3. Book was relevant to the ________________________________ 

The book of Revelation is about ________________ in light of His _________________ of the 
____________________ and it would have made sense to its ______________________ 

 

Understanding Revelation 

1. What is the main message to the 7 Churches and to us? 

a. Even though they/we are ________________________ and _____________________ 
(1:6) we must _________________ (Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21) 

b. Christ encourages the churches to __________________, warns them about 
________________, and exhorts them to ________________ and to _______________ 
compromises in order to inherit the promise of eternal life 

i. Overcoming begins in this life by ___________________________ 

ii. Overcomers: are the _______________________________ who are endure even 
to _________________ for holding to the _________________ of Jesus (Rev 
12:11) 

iii. Overcoming is compared to ________________ overcoming (3:21; 5:5-6; 
John 16:33) 

2. A Look at Revelation 12 

Woman: ____________________  

Dragon: ____________________ 

Child:  _____________________ 

War in heaven and the dragon is thrown down: _____________________________ 

Dragon pursues the offspring of the woman: _________________________________ 
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Conclusion 

1. What is the _______________________ as it would have been understood by a 
____________________? 

2. Why did John ________________________? 

3. How does this ________________________? 

 

Modern Views of Interpreting Revelation 

1. Major issue is ___________  do these things ________________?  

2. Secondly, are they _________________ or __________________? 

a. Preterist 

i. When do these happen? ____________________ 

ii. Is Revelation more literal or symbolic?: ________________________ 

b. Historicist 

i. When do these happen?:____________________________________  

ii. Is Revelation more literal or symbolic?: ________________________  

c. Futurist  

i. When do these happen?: during the ___________________________ 

ii. Is Revelation more literal or symbolic?: _______________________ 

d. Idealist  

i. When do these happen?: __________________________ 

ii. Is Revelation more literal or symbolic?: _________________________ 

 

What does this mean for us? 

1. ____________________________: He is the crucified risen and glorified God of all 
creation who has fulfilled God’s promises in His death and resurrection 

2. We are called to be __________________ of Jesus; reigning over the earth as his 
Kings/Queens and priests 

3. We must ____________ by keeping His word—as Jesus ____________!  
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Overview of Chapters 1-13 

1:1-18 Introduction 

A. Book is about Jesus 

B. Blessing for those who read and remain faithful 

 

1:19-3:22 Letters to the Seven Churches 

A. People of God are to be the light of the world 

B. Exhortation to remain faithful and promise of reward for those who OVERCOME 

 

4:1-22:5 Main body: Vision 

A. 4:1-11 Vision of the Throne  

1. God is Sovereign because He is the creator 

B. 5:1-14 The Scroll and the Lamb 

1. The Lamb is worthy because He was slain 

2. He purchased all peoples with His blood 

C. 6:1-8:1 Seven Seals and 144,000 

1. Though Christ is King the world will continue to bring tribulation on God’s 
people 

2. God’s people cry out: “how long?” 

D. 8:2-11:19 Seven Trumpets and the Two Witnesses 

1. God begins to answer the prayers for justice of the people of God  

2. God empowers His people to accomplish their task of being the light of the 
world 

3. They will suffer opposition and possibly death at the hands of the Beast  

4. God will raise them at the end 

E. 12:1-17 The Woman clothed with the sun and the Dragon  

1. Dragon/Satan first tried to destroy the people of God before Christ (12:1-4) 

2. Satan then went after Christ 

a. Christ was “snatched up” (12:5) 

3. Satan kicked out of Heaven permanently (12:7-9) 

a. Causes him to be even more enraged at the people of God (12:12) 

4. Satan is “enraged” and goes off to make war against the “offspring of the 
woman”—“those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus” (12:13-17) 
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F. 13:1-18  Satan enlists the help of the World powers in his war against the people of 
God 

1. The Beast out of the sea (13:1-10) 

a. Given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them (13:7) 

2. The Beast out the Earth (13:11-18) 

a. Kills anyone who does not have the mark of the beast (13:15) 

3. “This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints” (10) 
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Intro to Revelation 

I. Date of Writing 

A. Mid 90’s- during the reign of Domitian; or, AD 65- during the reign of Nero 

B. From: Ephesus?  

C. To: the 7 Churches of Asia 

 

II. Purpose 

A. ‘Come out of her my people!’ (18:4) Flee Idolatry!  Flee Immorality! (Exod 
32; 1 Cor 6:18; 10:14)  

B. Persuade its readers and hearers to remain faithful to God despite suffering 

C. Death of Christ is in reality His victory over Satan (5:5-6) 

1. Lamb that was slain the central message of the Book 

2. Christians are to follow Christ’s pattern by enduring through 
tribulation (1:3; cf Heb 12:3) 

D. Christians are warned against compromise in light of: 

a. Threats, imprisonment, and death at the hands of the nations  

b. Threats of social and economic ostracism  

c. Temptation with the luxuries and pleasures of this world 

E. Exhort God’s people to remain faithful—comfort the righteous during times 
of tribulation 

1. Rome seeks to seduce God’s people into adulterous relations; 
Christians are not to compromise (18:4-5) 

2. Note: constant reference to idolatry and adultery (2:14, 20; 9:20, 21; 
13:4, 12-15; 17:2; and 2:14, 20-22; 14:4; 17:2, 4; 22:15) 

a. Idolatry: forsaking God and not granting Him the worship He 
deserves 

b. Adultery: granting service and worship to other gods (world) 

F. Book is an exhortation to Christians to witness for Christ in the midst of a 
compromising church community; and a warning to apostates and false 
believers  

1. Hence, the book ends with repeated promises, exhortations and 
affirmations of Christ’s imminent appearance, and warnings (22:6-21) 

G. Christians must conquer just as Christ ‘conquered’ (5:5) and will 
conquer (17:14) 

1. Irony: Jesus’ victory was in His death (1:18; 2:8; 5:6, 9, 12) 
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2. Followers of the Lamb must do the same (2:10, 13; 6:9-11; 7:14; 
14:13; 20:4)  

3. Christians must conquer (7 times in ch 2-3; also 12:11; 15:2; 21:7)  

H. Writing addresses the perceived discrepancy:  

1. On the one hand: Kingdom of God has been inaugurated, God is 
Sovereign over history, Christ will soon return to end history; yet 

2. On the other hand: Evil continues to dominate culture, believers still 
suffer at the hands of evil 

I. Warn against false teachers (2:14-15, 20-24) 

 

III. Distinctive Features 

A. Person of Jesus Christ in Revelation 

B. God’s sovereign control of all events 

1. Vision begins and ends with descriptions of God and His throne (Chs 
4-5 introduce the visions; while 21:1-22:5 bring them to a close) 

2. Major OT passages behind the seals, trumpets and bowls, without 
exception, have God as the ultimate cause (Ezek 14:21; Zech 6:1-8; 
Lev 26:18-28) 

C. Only truly Apocalyptic writing in the New Testament (cf Ezekiel, Daniel, and 
Zechariah): see notes on Genre  

1. Writings from 200 BC - AD 100 

2. Dualism: temporal: Two ages: ethical—good and evil   

a. Heaven dwellers/Righteous (13:6) vs Earth 
dwellers/Inhabitants of the Earth (3:10; 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 
13:8, 12, 14; 17:2, 8) 

(1) Earth dwellers/Inhabitants of the Earth: Peace now; 
eternally damned 

(2) Heaven dwellers/Righteous: Persecuted now; 
eternally rewarded 

b. Mark of the Beast  vs Seal of God on foreheads  

(1) Mark of the beast (13:16, 17; 14:11): name of the 
beast, or the number of his name; on forehead or 
right hand; cannot buy or sell  

(2) Seal of God (7:3; 14:1-4): name of the Lamb and the 
Father; on forehead; they were purchased 
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c. Christ vs. Beast (See Poythress) 

(1) Christ has ‘many crowns’ (19:12)—Beast has 10 
crowns (13:1) 

(2) Christ has worthy name (19:13, 16)—Beast has 
blasphemous names (13:1) 

(3) Christ has divine power (12:5, 10)—Beast has great 
power (13:2) 

(4) Christ has truly risen (5:5)—Beast appears to have 
risen (13:3) 

(5) Christ receives worship from people of every nation 
(5:9)—Beast receives authority over every nation 
(13:7); many of whom worship him (13:4) 

d. Woman clothed with the sun (12) and the Bride (19) vs 
Harlot Babylon (17-18) 

(1) The Harlot is the mother of harlots—the Woman is the 
mother of Christ and the Church 

(2) The woman suffers economic harm—the Harlot is 
prosperous  

(3) The Bride is adorned beautifully with pure linen—the 
harlot is adorned beautifully 

(4) Woman is delivered; Harlot is destroyed  

(5) Woman has security in Heaven; Harlot in the kings of 
the Earth 

D.  Repetition of key terms and phrases  

1. ‘Witness’: 1:5; 2:13; 3:14; 11:3; 17:6: 1st 3 times refers to Christ 
(always includes ‘faithful’); 4th Two Witnesses; 5th blood of the saints 
who bore witness to Jesus 

2. ‘Him who overcomes’: 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21; 5:5; 6:2; 11:7; 12:11; 
13:7; 15:2; 17:14; 21:7 

3. ‘Leads astray’ (deceives): 2:20 Jezebel; 12:9 Satan/Dragon; 13:14 
False Prophet; 18:23 Harlot Babylon; 19:20 False Prophet; 20:3, 8, 10 
Satan 

4. ‘They will clothe themselves’: 3:5, 18; 4:4; 7:9, 13; 10:1; 11:3; 12:1; 
17:4; 18:16; 19:8, 13 

5. ‘Stand’: 3:20; 5:6; 6:17; 7:1, 9, 11; 8:2, 3; 10:5, 8; 11:4, 11; 12:4, 18; 
14:1; 15:2; 18:10, 15, 17; 19:17; 20:12 
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6. ‘Was given’; 6:2, 4*, 8, 11; 7:2; 8:2, 3; 9:1, 3, 5; 11:1, 2; 13:5*, 7*, 14, 
15; 16:8; 19:8; 20:4 

 

IV. Symbolism 

A. Rev 1:1 ‘communicated’ (NAS); ‘made it known’ (ESV; NIV); ‘made it 
clear’ (NET); ‘signified it’ (NKJ); ‘to present’ (NLT); making something 
clear; signify or show: especially to ‘show by a sign’; symbolic 
communication (see the context of Dan 2:28-30, 45) 

1. Gospel of John uses the noun form of this word to refer to Jesus’ 
miracles which were ‘signs’ of His attributes or mission 

B. Used in parallel with ‘to show’ (1:1): in Revelation it refers to a symbolic 
revelation communicated through angels (cf 4:1; 17:1; 21:9-10; 22:1, 6, 8) 

C. Reasons for using symbolism  

1. Protection: cryptic language is understood by those within the 
community and protects them from recrimination with Rome  

2. Effective illustration: ‘a picture can replace a thousand words’  

D. When an interpretation is provided in one instance (e.g., the lampstands are 
Churches in 1:20), then one should conclude that lampstands represent 
Churches throughout the book unless told otherwise 

E. Meaning of the symbol should be sought in Hebrew OT (esp: Daniel, 
Ezekiel, Zechariah, and Jeremiah), the LXX, Jewish literature, and sometimes 
Greco-Roman literature and inscriptions 

1. 4 Beasts of Daniel 7 with the beast of Rev 13  

2. Judgment scene of Daniel 7 and Rev 20 

3. 4 living creatures and cherubim of Ezek 1, 10 with Rev 4  

4. Marking or sealing of Ezek 9 with Rev 7  

5. Horses and chariots of Zechariah 1, 6 with Rev 6  

6. Doom of Babylon in Jer 50, 51 with Rev 17, 18  

7. Temple imagery and language throughout the Pentateuch 

F. Symbols: symbolize a truth — referent is Rome — symbolize permanent 
principles by generalizations — contemporary application 

1. Beast is idolatrous persecuting gov’ts 

2. Beast is embodied in Roman empire  

3. Beast will be embodied in the Final Crisis  

4. Beast is embodied now in any persecuting idolatrous empire 
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V. Views of Interpretation 

 1st Major distinction is over the time of Fulfillment: 2nd Major distinction is over 
the nature of fulfillment: symbolic or literal  

 Various approaches also differ on text as code or text as lens  

 Decoding (hermeneutic of correspondence): focus on details: looks for 
correlation between the text and events and people 

 Actualizing (hermeneutic of analogy): seek to convey the Spirit of the text 
and to perform it in new circumstances   

A. Preterist (Roman Empire view)   

1. Time: AD 70  

2. Nature: more literal  

3. Events were fulfilled with the fall of Jerusalem (AD 70); or the fall of 

Rome (AD 410, 476): Babylon is Rome  

B. Historicist (Church History view)  

1. Time: throughout history: AD 30- End 

2. Nature: symbolic  

3. Interprets the book in a continuous-historical straight-line: 
Revelation is a forecast of history—usually read through the lenses of 
Western Christendom  

C. Futurist (Final crisis view) 

1. Time: end of history  

2. Nature: literal  

3. Argues that everything from ch 4:1-22:5 is future (most deals 
with last 3½ years) 

D. Idealist (Repeated pattern view)  

1. Time: throughout history; all true for all eras 

2. Nature: symbolic  

3. Revelation is a symbolic portrayal of the eternal conflict between 
good and evil 

a. Consistent Idealism: Revelation does not refer to any specific 
events but merely expresses the principles of how God acts 
through history  

b. Moderate Idealism: some particular events are portrayed; 
though there may be more than one referent; repetition 
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E. Strengths of each view  

1. Preterist: relevance to the first century    

2. Historical: draw a line between 7 churches and the 2nd Coming and 
figure out the time 

3. Futurist: Climax on 2nd Coming  

4. Idealist: God remains sovereign and in control of history: Satan is the 
original counterfeit; necessary imitates God 

F. Problems with the 4 views:  

1. Most are decoding: Beast is x  

2. OT Poetry is poetic: e.g., Joel 1-2: Day of the Lord described in terms of 
a literal locust plague (4 technical terms for locusts); Yet, it refers to 
the Babylonian army 

G. Example of the application of each of the 4 views: Beast of Revelation 13 

1. Preterist:  Emperor/Empire of Rome 

2. Historical: Pope 

3. Futurist: Final Anti-Christ still to appear  

4. Idealist: Persecuting empires throughout history 

 

VI. Time of fulfillment 

A. 1:1; 1:19; 4:1; 22:6 allude to Dan. 2:28,29,45 

1. Dan 2:28 ‘What must happen in the last days’ 

2. Dan 2:29 ‘What must happen in the last days’ 

3. Dan 2:45 ‘The things which will be in the last days’ 

 

4. Rev 1:1 ‘What must happen quickly’ 

5. Rev 1:19 ‘What is about to happen after these things’ 

6. Rev 4:1 ‘What must happen after these things’ 

7. Rev 22:6 ‘What must happen quickly’ 
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B. By substituting ‘quickly’ John seems to imply the imminent fulfillment of 
these things (i.e., quickly does not mean the speedy manner, but the 
imminence of the events—note that Daniel [last days] does not indicate the 
speed, but the time, therefore, John is not indicating the speed, but the time) 

1. Alteration of ‘quickly’ (Rev 1:1; 22:6) or ‘after these things’ (Rev 1:19; 
4:1) for ‘last days’ (Dan. 2:28,29,45) is best explained by the view that 
John sees the ‘last days’ as having begun 

2. Note Acts 2:16ff; Gal 4:4; 1 Cor 10:11; 2 Cor 6:2; 1 Tim 4:1; 2 Tim 3:1-
5; 1 Pet 1:20; 2 Pet 3:3; Heb 1:2; 9:26; 1 John 2:18; Jude 18 

3. Also, Matt 21:44 identifies Jesus as the fulfillment of the stone of Dan 
2:34-35 

4. Mark 1:15 (cf Dan 7:22; Rev 1:3) 

5. Thus, NT emphasizes that Christ’s death and Resurrection has 
completed the victory (‘It is finished’) and thus, death has been 
defeated (1 Cor 15:54-57) 

 
1:1-3  Introduction: Blessing 
A. Revelation from God-Jesus-Angel-John to His servants (1) 

B. Must shortly take place (1): Connotes the definite and imminent fulfillment, not a 
speedy manner  

C. Made it Known/Communicated (1)  

1. Literally: ‘signify’; (cf Dan 2:30): making something clear; signify or show: 
especially to ‘show by a sign’; symbolic communication (see the context of 
Dan 2:28-30, 45); Gospels use the noun form to refer to Jesus’ miracles 
which were ‘signs’ of His attributes or mission  

2. Furthermore, it is used in parallel with ‘to show’ (1:1): here refers to a 
symbolic revelation communicated through angels (cf 4:1; 17:1; 21:9-10; 
22:1, 6, 8) 

D. John bore witness to the ‘Word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ (2)  

1. Becomes the theme of the book: faithfulness to the Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus separates the faithful from the faithless 

2. ‘Testimony of Jesus’: (1:9; 12:17) 
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3. Testimony: retains its juridical sense: means the open confession of truth 
(1:9; 6:9; 12:17; 19:10; 20:4) 

a. Result: persecutions immediately come to those who obey the 
commands of God and adhere to the testimony of Jesus (12:17; 
note: ‘tribulation’ in 1:9; 2:9, 10) 

E. Blessed: (3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7, 14) 

1. Hearers and keepers: stresses obedience (cf the curse for those who do 
not obey 22:18-19) 

2. ‘Prophecy’: most commonly entails the revealing of the Word of God—
less often disclosing the future—which includes an ethical response 

F. ‘Time is near’: cf Mark 1:15 

1. Based on parallel in Mark it entails that which has already begun 

2. Cf 1:9; 2:9, 22; 3:10; Present and future tribulation 

 
1:4-8 Salutation 
A. Grace and Peace from (4): 

1. Him who is, who was, who is to come (Father? cf 8; Exod 3:14) 

2. Seven spirits-sevenfold Spirit; Isa 11:2 (Holy Spirit?) 

3. Jesus Christ (5) 

a. Faithful witness! (Death) 

1. So shall you be (cf 2:13; 6:9; 11:3, 7; 12:11, 17; 17:6; 20:4)  

2. In Isaiah, Israel, God, and the Servant are called witnesses 
(Isa 43:10, 12-13, 16-19; 44:6-8); they are witnesses of 
God’s new creation acts 

b. Firstborn from the dead (Resurrection) 

1. So shall you be (cf 20:4,6) 

c. Ruler of the kings of the earth (Ascension) 

1. Take comfort in God’s sovereign control over those who 
oppose you 
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B. To the 7 Churches of Asia (4) 

C. Made us to be a Kingdom, priests (6: cf 5:9, 10; 20:6; 1 Pet 2:9) already begun;  

1. Refers to one of the cardinal texts of Israel’s self-understanding: Exod 
19:6  

D. Coming with the Clouds of Heaven (7; cf Dan7:13, 14; Zech 12:10f; Matt 24:30) 

E. Alpha and the Omega (8; 22:13) 

1. Cf Beginning and the End (21:6; 22:13) and First and the Last (1:17; 
22:13) 

 
1:9-20  John is commissioned to write  
A. I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in Tribulation, Kingdom, Patient 

Endurance! (9) 

1. ‘Suffering’, ‘royal dignity’, and ‘patient endurance’ are contemporary 
realities for the Church 

B. I was on the island of Patmos because of the Word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus (9; John 15:18-20; 16:33; 2 Tim 3:12) 

C. Commissioned to write (10, 11): Parallels charge given to prophets (Exod 17:14; 
Isa 30:8; Jer 37:2; 39:44) 

D. Vision (12-20) Modeled on OT visions: Dan 10:5-6; Zech 4; Dan 7; Isa 11, 49; 
Judg 5; Ezek 1 

E. Saw 7 Golden Lampstands (12; cf Zech 4:2-10): Represent the 7 Churches (1:20 

1. Illustrates the Church’s function of light unto the world (Matt 5:14-16) 

2. The lampstand in the Tabernacle was a symbol of God’s presence; 
similarly Zech 4:2-6 (see v 6) 

F. Saw the Son of Man (13-16; Dan 7:13, 14; 10:5-6, 18) 

1. Dressed in a robe: High Priestly garments 

2. Head and hair were white like wool: Ancient of Days Dan 7:9 

3. Eyes like blazing fire: Judgment 

4. Feet like bronze: Strength/moral purity  

5. Right hand held 7 Stars: (20; Dan 12:3, 6-7): no one can snatch them out 
of His hand (John 10:28) 
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6. Mouth sharp double-edged sword: Word of God (cf 2:16; 19:15; Isa 11:4; 
49:2; Heb 4:12) 

7. Face shining like the sun: shining brilliance surrounds His entire person 

G. Fell at His feet (17) 

H. Do not be afraid (17)  

I. I am the First and the Last (17; 1:8; 21:6; 22:13; Isa 41:4; 44:6; 48:12) 

J. Living One (18)—resurrection  

K. Hold the keys of Death and Hades (18) 

L. Write: what is now and what will take place later (19) 

M. Mystery (20)  

 
Chapters 2-3: Letters to the 7 Churches 

I. Message of the letters: 

c. ‘Christ encourages the churches to witness, warns them about compromise, 
and exhorts them to ‘hear’ and overcome compromise in order to inherit the 
promise of eternal life’ (Beale, Use, 302) 

d. Church is to witness for Christ in the midst of a pagan culture 

e. That the letters are intended for a wider audience than just the local Church 
is evident in the closing ‘hear what the Spirit says to the Churches’ 

II. Each letter follows the format:  

A. Charge to an Angel to write 

B. Description of Christ (from chapter 1:12-19) 

C. Acknowledgement of positive feature (except Laodicea & Sardis) 

D. Words of encouragement, censure, counsel or warning (except Smyrna & 
Philadelphia 

E. Exhortation to hear and promise to those who overcome 

1. Each climaxes with promise of eternal life with Christ—which is the 
main point 

2. 2:26 includes the feature of ‘one who keeps my deeds’ 

3. As Christ overcame 3:21!  
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4. Lion/Lamb: 5:5-6 (John 16:33) 

5. Overcoming 12:11 incorporates death (cf 15:2; Rom 8:35-37) 

6. Thus, the Beast paradoxically ‘overcomes’ the church (11:7; 13:7) by 
making war on her (12:7); this war, however, is won by Christ (17:14) 
and the angels (12:8) 

 
City Description of 

Christ 
Positive & Negative Blessing/Reward 

to him who 
overcomes 

Ephesus 2:1-7 (Most 
important city in 
Asia) 

Him who holds the 7 
stars and who walks 
among the 7 golden 
lampstands 

Positive: Put to the 
test those who claim 
to be Apostles 

Negative: Forgotten 
your first love 

Right to eat of the 
Tree of Life 

Smyrna 2:8-11 (1st 
city in ancient world 
to build a Temple to 
the god ‘Rome’ 

First and Last; who 
died and came to life 
again 

Positive: Spiritually 
rich amidst 
persecutions 

Negative: none 

Faithful to death and 
will receive the 
Crown of Life 

Pergamum 2:12- 17 
(Home of Emperor 
worship in the 
empire: Satan’s 
throne) 

Him who has the 
sharp double-edged 
sword 

Positive: Faithful 
during persecutions 

Negative: Allowed 
false teachers 

Hidden manna; 
white stone; new 
name written on it 
known only to him 
who receives it 

Thyatira 2:18-29 
(center of 
manufacturing and 
trade guilds) 

Son of God, whose 
eyes are like blazing 
fire and whose feet 
are like burnished 
bronze 

Positive: Deeds, faith 
and love 

Negative: Allowed 
false teachers and 
moral error 

Give him authority 
over the nations; and 
the Morning Star 

Sardis 3:1-6 (Built 
on Mountain: 
virtually 
impregnable) 

Him who holds the 7 
spirits of God and 
the 7 stars 

Positive: None 

Negative: Paganized 
and nominally 
Christian 

Dressed in white; 
never blot his name 
out of the book of 
Life 
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Philadelphia 3:7-13 
(Small city; large 
number of 
earthquakes; hostile 
Jewish community) 

Him who is Holy and 
True 

Positive: Kept the 
Word amidst 
persecution 

Negative: None 

Make him a pillar in 
the Temple of God; 
write on him the 
Name of God 

Laodicea 3:14-22 
(Lycus valley with 
Colosse and 
Hierapolis; Wealthy 
city; Medical school) 

The Amen, the 
Faithful and True 
witness, the Ruler of 
God’s creation 

Positive: None 

Negative: Deeds are 
of no use and they 
are content 

The right to sit with 
Him on His throne 

 

III. Promises in the 7 letters recur in closing sections of Revelation 

A. 2:7—22:2, 14, 19 

B. 2:11—20:6 

C. 2:17—22:4 

D. 2:26-28—22:16 

E. 3:5—20:12, 15; 21:27 

F. 3:12—21:2; 22:4 

G. 3:12—20:4(?) 

 
2:1-7 Ephesus 
A. Him who hold the seven stars and walks among the seven lampstands (1; cf 

1:12,16) 

B. Positive: Hard work; perseverance; testing of false apostles (2, 3; Acts 20:29-31: 
Matt 7:15; 1 Tim 1:1-3; 4:1-8; 6:2-7, 20-21; 2 Tim 3:1-10) 

C. Negative: Forsaken first love (4): Love for Christ and their witness for Him (Matt 
24:12-14; hence the reminder that He walks among the lampstands)  

D. Repent and do their deeds you did at first—witness! (5; Mark 4:21-25) 

E. You hate the deeds of the Nicolatians (6; 2:15) 

F. To him who overcomes (7; lit. ‘conquers) 

1. Reward: Right to eat from the Tree of life 
 
2:8-11 Smyrna 
A. Him who is the First and the Last (8) 
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B. Positive: They are spiritually rich despite their physical poverty and afflictions 
(9) 

C. Tribulation for 10 days (10; cf Dan 1:12,15) 

D. Irony: It is the Jews who practice the false religion and are not Jews (9) 

1. ‘Blasphemy’; used elsewhere only of the beast and his followers (13;1, 5, 
6; 16:9, 11, 21; 17:3) 

E. ‘Tested’ by the Devil; under the total control of God (cf 1 Cor 11:19) 

F. Negative: None 

G. Reward: Crown of Life (10); Not be hurt by the second death (11; Hell or Lake of 
Fire: 20:6, 14) 

1. Major Paradox of Revelation: If you chose to live for this world, then 
you will die, but if you die for Christ, then you will live eternally!!! 

 
2:12-17 Pergamum 
A. Him –sharp double-edged sword— end-time Judge is standing at the door (12, 

16)  

B. Where Satan’s throne is (13) 

1. Pergamum was the center of Roman government and pagan religion in 
Asia Minor 

2. First city to build a temple dedicated to a living ruler as God (Augustus 29 
BC) 

C. Positive: Faithful even during deadly persecutions (13) 

D. Negative:  

1. Some who hold to the teaching of Balaam (14f; cf Num 22:5-25:3; 31:8, 
16) and the Nicolatians (‘in the same way’ (2:15) implies that the 
Nicolatians teach similarly to Balaam) 

a. Balaam became proverbial for the false teacher who for money 
influences believers into relationships of unfaithfulness, is warned 
by God to stop, and is punished for continuing to disobey—he was 
killed by the sword! (16; Num 22:23, 31) 
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2. Teaching is not doctrine but practices (14): 

a. Foods sacrificed to idols was okay  

b. Sexual immorality: Most often in Revelation it implies spiritual 
adultery as in the prophets (cf 2:20; see Hosea 5:4; 6:10; Jer 3:2; 
13:27; Ezek 16:15-58; 23:1-49; 43:7) 

E. Reward: Some of the hidden manna and a white stone with a new name written 
on it (17) 

1. Hidden Manna: parallels Tree of Life; incorporating the idea of end time 
fellowship with God (cf 19:7f) 

2. White stones used as legal evidences of acquittal and as invitations to 
banquet 

3. New Name cf 3:12; 22:3-4; 14:1-4; Isa 62:2; 65:15: In ancient times a new 
name signified a new status 

 
2:18-29 Thyatira 
A. Son of God—eyes like blazing fire—feet like burnished bronze: Judge (18) 

B. Positive: More deeds than at first (19) 

C. Negative: Tolerate ‘Jezebel’ 20-23; 1 Kings 21:25, 26; ch 18-21 

1. Epitome of an evil woman who persecutes the righteous (cf Babylon 17-
18) 

a. Here she is part of the apostate church  

2. Claims to be a prophetess and leads the people astray (Deut 13:1-5) 

3. Acts of immorality and eating food sacrificed to idols is same as in 
Pergamum  

4. ‘Deep things of Satan’ (24)—false teachers probably labeled it the ‘deep 
things of God’; but John calls it what it is 

5. ‘I gave her time to repent’: theme in Revelation 

6. Those with her into ‘great tribulation’ (cf 7:14; 1:9; 2:9-10) 

7. Strike her children dead (i.e., those who participate in her acts) 
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D. He who searches the minds and heart (23; cf Jer 17:10 where the context is 
similarly God’s judgment on those who practice idolatry for economic motives; 
Heb 4:12-13) 

E. To the rest: no other burden (24) 

F. Only ‘hold fast’ (25): maintain your faith: likely includes the specific notion of 
maintaining doctrinal purity 

G. Reward: Authority over the nations; Morning Star (26-28; long night of 
Tribulation is over) 

 
3:1-6 Sardis 
A. Him who has the 7 spirits of God and the 7 stars (1; 2:1) 

B. Positive: None (Few who have not soiled their clothes—act righteously; 4) 

1. These few are ‘worthy’ (cf 5:9, 12 worthy is associated with dying) 

2. White robes: moral purity resulting from perseverance through trial (cf 
7:9, 13, 14; 6:9-11; 19:8; Dan 11-12)   

C. Negative: ‘You have a name that you are alive’; i.e., claim to be alive, ‘but you are 
dead’ (1; This city receives the most severe rebuke) 

D. If you do not wake up, come like a thief (3; 16:15; cf Matt 24:42-44; 1 Thess 5:2:  
unbelievers?) 

E. Reward: Dressed in white, names will be in the Book of Life, and confessed 
before the Father (5; Matt 10:32) 

 
3:7-13 Philadelphia 
A. Him who is Holy and True (7); Attributes of God (6:10) 

B. He who has the key of David (7; Isa 22:22) 

C. Positive: Kept the Word in the midst of persecution (8) 

D. They have kept My Word and not denied My Name (8) 

E. Synagogue of Satan; Those who say they are Jews and are not (9) 

1. They will bow at your feet (Isa 45:14; 49:23; 60:15) and know that I have 
loved you (Isa 43:4; LXX 44:2; 60:10; 63:9; 48:14) 
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F. ‘I will keep you from the hour of testing’ (10; ‘from’ or ‘through’? John 17:15 
same Greek phrase) 

1. cf Dan 12:1-13; Rev 7:14  

2. NT is full of promises of persecution and rewards for overcoming (Rom 
8:35-39; 2 Cor 4:16-5:10; 6:4-10; Phil. 3:10-11; Col. 1:24; 2Tim. 3:12) 

G. Because they have kept His Word  

H. Hour of testing comes on ‘inhabited world’: Technical term for unbelievers in 
Revelation (cf 6:10; 8:13; 11:10; 12:12; 13:8, 12, 14; 14:6; 17:2, 8) 

I. Negative: None 

J. Reward: Make him a pillar in the temple of My God; he will not go out from it; 
Name of My God; Name of the city of My God, My new name (12): Refers to the 
intimate presence of God (cf 22:3-4; 14:1-4; Isa 62:2; 65:15; 56:5) 

 
3:14-22 Laodicea 
A. The Amen, the Faithful and True witness, the Ruler of God’s creation (14; Isa 

65:15-16; 43:10-12) 

B. Positive: None (not even a faithful remnant as in Sardis) 

C. Negative: All its deeds were worthless (15,16): They were neither ‘hot’ and 
medicinally beneficial like Hierapolis; Nor ‘cold’ and refreshing like Colosse; 
Thus, were only lukewarm (Water from Hierapolis traveled into Laodicea (6 mi.) 
but by then it was ‘lukewarm’ and it was full of alums and tasted horribly: hence 
‘spew you out of my mouth’ 

D. Say they are rich and in need of nothing (17) 

1. Boast based on economic blessing—considered was proof of their 
spiritual status (cf Hosea 12:8 (7-11)) 

2. ‘Wealth’ used of merchants who associate with Babylon (18:3, 15, 19) and 
those who make money by involvement with Idolatry (6:15; Isa 2:10-21) 

E. But, you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked (17) 

1. Poor:  is against the background of Laodicea’s well known banking 
industry 
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2. Naked-exposure and shame (NIV); not wearing white garments! (cf v.18): 
against the background of Laodicea’s textile industry which was well 
known  woolen industry and tunics 

3. Blind: Laodicea had apparently invented an eye salve that cured some 
level of blindness (cf v.18) 

F. Buy gold refined by fire (18; cf Isa 55:1-3); white garments and eye salve (cf 
1:13-15); Be Zealous and Repent (19) 

G. Those who I love I reprove and discipline (19; Heb 12:7-13) 

H. Behold I stand at the door and knock (20) 

I. Reward: Right to sit with Him on His throne (22; cf Matt 19:28, 29; Luke 22:29-
30) 

 
4:1-11  
A. ‘After this’ (1) 

B. ‘I will show you what must take place after this’ (cf Dan 2:28, 29, 45) 

C. 24 other thrones (4) (suggestions include: stars; angels; OT saints; angelic 
representatives of all saints): and, the Church in totality (12 Patriarchs/Tribes 
and 12 Apostles) 

D. 7 Lamps were blazing (5: Cf Zech 4:2, 3, 6, 10): Associated with Spirit of God 

E. 4 Living Creatures (6-8) 

1. Related to the Cherubim of Ezekiel 1:5-21; 10:12-15, 20-22 and Seraphim 
of Isaiah 6:2, 3? 

F. Hymn: (8-11): Main point in these chapters: God is worthy of being glorified 
because He is Sovereign and Holy 

1. ‘Who was and Is and Is to come’ 

2. ‘Our Lord and God’: He is sovereign, not Caesar:  

3. You created all things: God’s sovereignty in creation is the basis for His 
sovereignty in judgment and redemption 

 
5:1-14 
A. One on the Throne: God (1) 
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B. Scroll in the right hand of the Father (1; Ezek 2:8-3:3) 

1. Writing on both sides: comprehensiveness of its contents 

2. Sealed with 7 Seals (cf Dan 12:4, 9; Isa 29:11) 

C. Who is worthy to open the seals?: all are ethically unworthy 

1. The Lion of the tribe of Judah (Gen 49:9); Root of David (Isa 11:1, 10) (5, 
6) 

2. ‘Overcome’ /conquer: cf 2:7, 11, 26; 3:5, 12, 21(2x); 6:2(2x); 11:7; 
12:11; 13:7; 15:2; 17:14; 21:7 

a. Christ’s overcoming was by means of His death (3:21) 

b. 12:11 righteous overcame through death—and the blood of the 
Lamb 

3. The Lamb who was slain (6) (cf Isa 53:7) 

a. John ‘heard’ a Lion: but ‘saw’ the Lamb  

b. Revelation portrays the Messianic conqueror as a Lamb and not a 
Lion; I.e., victory is by sacrifice 

4. 7 Horns: Jewish background includes a conquering messianic lamb: 
Horns: symbol of power (Deut 33:17; 1 Kings 22:11; Ps 89:17; Dan 7:7-
8:24) 

5. 7 Eyes: which are the 7 spirits of God (Zech 4:2, 3, 6, 10: Associated with 
Spirit of God)  

6. Symbolizes His power of victory: 7 eyes sent into all the earth to make His 
victory known; the 7 Spirits are the power of the church’s prophetic 
witness to the world   

D. 4 Living Creatures and the 24 Elders fell down before Lamb (8) 

1. Golden bowls: prayers of the saints (see 6:9, 10) 

2. Proclaim: new song: which in the OT is always an expression of praise to 
God for victory over the enemies 

E. Purchased men for God from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation (9) 

1. Made them to be a kingdom and priests (10; cf 1:6, 9; cf Dan 7:22, 27; 
Exod 19:6) 
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F. Angels: thousands upon thousands . . . (11) (cf Dan 7:10) 

G. Every creature (13)  

1. Worshipped Lamb (14) (cf 22:9; Matt 4:10) 

 
6:1-15  The Seven Seals 
A. 7 Seals: Ezek 14:12-13; Zech 6:1-8; Matt 24:1-14 (Lev 26:18-28): form the 

background for this passage 

1. Zech 1:8-15: God initiates His judgment upon the world for their 
oppression of God’s people 

2. Thus, 1-4 form a partial—though not final and complete—answer to the 
prayer of 6:9-10 

3. Seals #1-6 parallel signs in Mark 13:5-25; Luke 21:8-12; Matt 24:4-13  

B. Seal #1  Rider on White horse (1-2): War-conquest (Parallels Christ 19:11-16; 
14:14) 

1. Christ  

2. An Antichrist?  

C. Seal #2  Rider on Red horse: (3-4) Bloodshed; religious persecution of Christians 

1. Persecution of the righteous is likely entailed: 

a. ‘Slain’: always used of reference to Christ or the righteous in Rev 
(cf 5:6, 9, 12; 6:4, 9; 13:3, 8; 18:24): only possible exception is 
13:3, but there it appears that the Beast is attempting to imitate 
Christ 

D. Seal #3  Rider on Black horse (5-6) Economic hardship; oppression for the poor 

E. Seal #4  Rider on Pale Horse—Death and Hades following (7-8) indicates 
sickliness and death (Cf 20:13, 14; Ezek 14:21; Hosea 13:8, 14) 
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F. Seal #5  Souls of the righteous under the altar of God (9-11) hymnic (‘saying’) 
(cp 7:13-16; 21:4; Ps 79; Ps 74:10; Zech 1:13-16) 

1. ‘How long, Sovereign Lord, . . . until you . . . avenge our blood?’ (cf Ps 13:1-
2; 74:9-10; 94:3; 119:84) 

a. Not to be understood in terms of vindictive plea for vengeance; 
instead it is a plea for justice (vengeance would be taking it into their 
own hands) 

2. They are persecuted because they bore witness (9) 

3. Dressed in white (11) cf 3:5, 18; 4:4; 7:9, 13; 19:14 (Zech 3:1ff) 

4. Wait until all those who are to be killed for the Kingdom have been killed 

a. Prayers are answered 6:12-17; 8:3-5; 16:5-6; 18:20, 24; 19:2! 

G. Seal #6  Judgment on the World (Cp Isa 13:10-13; 24:1-6, 19-23; 34:4, 12 
(context of 33:1-34:13 is punishment for the persecution of God’s people); Ezek 
32:6-8; Joel 2:10, 30-31; 3:15-16; Hab 3:6-11; Matt 24:29; Mark 13:24-25; Acts 
2:19-20) 

1. Final judgment?: Great day of their Wrath (17; 11:18; same class of 
people 19:17-19) 

H. Who can stand? (17) 

 
7:1-17 Interlude 
7:1-8 
A. 4 corners of the Earth: holding back the 4 winds: (1; cf Jer 49:36; Dan 8:8; 11:4; 

Matt 24:31) 

B. I heard the number of the Sealed: 144,000 (3,4) (cf Ezekiel 9:3-10; Rev 14:1: 
Name of Christ and the Father; 22:3, 4: servants of God) 

1. Seal of the Living God (2): for “the servants of our God” (3): 2 Cor 1:22; 
Eph 1:13, 14 The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 

2. Identifies those who are the property of God (2 Tim 2:19) 

a. Ancient world slaves were marked on the forehead to indicate 
who owned them 
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b. Seal is a sign of ownership; hence the sealing of the ‘bond-
servants’ (7:3; note is used elsewhere only of believers; 2:20; 19:5; 
22:3) 

3. Contrast the mark of the beast: which is the name of the beast (13:17; 
14:9-11) 

C. Identity of the 144,000 

1. Has all the marks of a census (Only divine sanctioned census: Num 1:3, 
18, 20; ch 26); which were always to count the military strength of the 
nation 

a. Note: white robes and palm branches are often associated with 
military victory (9) 

2. Peculiarities in the list of tribes:  

a. Judah is listed first: (tribe of Jesus; 5:5-6) (cf Gen 49:8; Ezek 37:24-
25) 

b. Dan and Ephraim are omitted  

c. Joseph and Levi are added  

3. 144,000 are: 

a. Either: 12,000 Jews from each of the 12 tribes of Israel 

1) But , no such distinction in Christianity (Gal 3:28; Rev 2:9; 
Rom 2:28-29; Rom 9:6; Gal 6:16; Phil 3:3; 1 Pet 2:9) 

b. Or, the community of the redeemed; All Christians in history 

1) 14:4: Those who were purchased from among men; cp 5:9: 
Purchased from among every nation and tribe; and 7:9: 
Great multitude from every nation and tribe 

D. 144,000: May represent the number of apostles times the number of tribes 
multiplied by 1,000 (12 x 12 x 1000 = 144,000) 
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7:9-17 
A. ‘I saw/looked’ (9) 

1. Note: ‘seeing and hearing’ in 5:5-6 John heard that the Lion . . . had 
conquered; and saw the Lamb . . . slain 

a. Continues the pattern of John hearing and then seeing in more 
detail (cf 5:6 with 5:7-14; 14:1 with 14:2-5; 15:2 with 15:3-4; 17:1-
6 with 17:7-18; 21:9 with 21:10) 

B. Redeemed “standing” (9) 

C. Innumerable is the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham; as many descendants 
as the ‘stars of the sky’ or as the ‘sand of the sea’ (Gen 13:16; 15:5; 16:10; 22:17-
18; 26:4) 

1. Promise repeated throughout the OT (Exod 32:13; Deut 1:10; 10:22; 
28:62; 2 Sam 17:11; 1 Kings 3:8; 4:20; Neh 9:23; Isa 10:22; 48:19; 51:2; 
Hos 1:10) 

2. Promise is spiritualized in Rom 9:6-13 

D. Clothed in white robes (9): White in the ‘blood of the Lamb’ 14 

E. Waving Palm Branches (9): Palm Branches signify victory over an enemy (cp 1 
Macc 13:51; 2 Macc 10:7) 

F. Identity of the multitude: (13-14) 

1. Come out of the ‘Great Tribulation’ (cf Dan 12:1, 10; 11:30-39, 44; also 
Matt 24:21—the only other use of this expression outside Rev in the NT—
where it is part of a fuller reference to Dan 12:1) 

a. Tribulation has already started (1:9; 2:9-10, 22; John 16:33; Acts 
14:22; Rom 5:3; 8:35-36; 2 Tim 3:12: 21 of Paul’s 23 uses of 
‘tribulation’ relate to a present reality) 

2. Clothed in white (cf 19:8): therefore, the same group as in 7:9—which 
was all Christians in history: (Exod 19:10, 14) 

a. Washing garments was part of the ritual purity of returning from 
war—after shedding blood (Num 31:19-20, 24) 

b. Shows their identity with Christ and His suffering—which is the 
source of their victory; i.e., it is the blood of Christ that purifies 
them  
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G. “For this reason” (15-17) 

1. Before the Throne!: Serve Him day and night in His Temple (3:12; 21:12ff; 
Fulfill Ezek 37:26-28 

2. God will spread His tabernacle over them 

3. Never: hunger or thirst, nor will the sun, or any scorching heat, beat on 
them (2:7, 17: cf Isa 9:10; 49:10; John 6:35; Rev 21:6; 22:1, 17) 

4. Lamb will be their Shepherd (Ps 23; John 10:11-30; Isa 49:9; Ezek 37:24f)  

5. He will lead them to springs of living water (John 7:37-39)  

6. God will wipe every tear from their eyes (Rev 21:3, 4; cp Isa 25:8) 

 
 
VIII. Chapter 8 
8:1-5 (Parenthetical transition that both concludes the seals and introduces 
the Trumpets) 
A. Seal #7: Silence (1) 

1. OT silence sometimes indicates a climatic Divine judgment (Zeph 1:7, 11; 
Zech 2:13-3:2; Ps 31:17; 115:17; Isa 47:5; Ezek 27:32; Amos 8:2-3; Lam 
2:10-11; 1 Sam 2:9, 10) Cf 18:22-23 

B. 7 Angels with 7 Trumpets (2) 

C. Prayers of all the saints on the golden altar (3-5) 

1. Fire to the Earth (Ezek 10:1-7; which follows Ezek 9 (“sealed”) as the 
contents of Rev 8 follow Rev 7 “sealed”) 

2. Thunder, rumblings, lightning and an Earthquake (cf 11:19; 16:18-21): 
Represent Divine judgment in OT (Cp Exod 19:16, 18; Ps 77:18-19; Isa 
29:6; Rev 4:5) 

 
8:6-13 7 Trumpet Judgments 
A. Trumpet #1  Hail and Fire mixed with Blood (7) (Egyptian plague #7): 1/3 of the 

Earth, Trees and Grass burned   

1. Blood in 16:5-7 is fit punishment because they shed the blood of 
righteous 
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B. Trumpet #2  Mountain ablaze hurled into the Sea (8, 9) (Egyptian plague #1): 
1/3 of the Sea becomes blood; 1/3 fish die; 1/3 ships destroyed 

1. Mountains are very commonly metaphorical for Kingdoms (14:1; 16:20; 
17:9-10; 21:10; cf Isa 41:1; 45:16; 49:1,22; 51:5; 60:9; Jer 38:10; 51:25; 
Ezek 26:18) 

C. Trumpet #3  Great Star falls into waters (10,11): 1/3 waters become bitter; 
many die 

1. Star: (cf 1:19): demonic—evidenced by “fallen”: Star/demon represent an 
angelic/demonic representative of an evil kingdom (Babylon): Cf Isa 
14:12ff; Ezek 28:11ff; Dan 10:13 

2. Wormwood: Bitter herb and water contaminated by it can be poisonous if 
drunk over a long period 

a. Every occurrence in the OT it is used metaphorically of severe 
affliction from Divine wrath 

b. Jer 9:15; 23:15: judgment is because the nations have been 
polluted with idolatrous worship: thus, God has given them 
polluted water 

D. Trumpet #4  Sun, Moon and Stars struck (12): 1/3 them darkened  

E. Eagle warns: Woe, Woe, Woe to the inhabitants of the Earth because of the next 
3 Trumpets (13): Eagle (cf Deut 28:26,49; Jer 4:13; 48:40; 49:22; Lam 4:19; 
Ezek 39:17-20; Hos. 8:1; Hab 1:8; Exod 19:4: God is Israel’s protector as an 
eagle 

 
9:1-12 
A. Trumpet #5  Woe #1  Locusts from the Abyss: place of detention for demonic 

spirits (1) (Luke 8:31)  

1. Harm only those who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads (5) 
(cp Luke 10:18-20) 

2. Description of the Locusts (7-10): Cf Joel 1-2; Jer 51:14, 27 (Jeremiah is an 
announcement of impending judgment on idolatrous Babylon; 51:10, 17-
18) 

3. King over them Abaddon; Gk Apollyon (11): Transliteration of the 
Hebrew: “destruction” 
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9:13-21 
A. Trumpet #6  Woe #2  200,000,000? troops from Euphrates  

1. Euphrates (14) OT prophecy was that God will bring a nation from 
beyond the Euphrates to judge sinful Israel and other ungodly nations 
(Isa 5:26-29; 7:20; 8:7-8; 14:29-31; Jer 1:14-15; 4:6-13; 6:1, 22; 10:22; 
13:20; 25:9, 26; 46-47; 50:41-42; Ezek 26:7-11; 38:6, 15; 39:2; Joel 2:1-
11, 20-25) 

2. Myriad; highest number in Greek: When myriad designates a countable 
number it is always in singular; here both in plural (Cf Dan 7:10) 

3. Those who survive still did not repent (20-21) 

a. Idolatry (work of their hands): worship of demons: Cannot see or 
hear or walk (Isa 44:9-19; esp 15-19) 

b. Cf Jer 7:5-11; Hos 3:1-4:2; 2 Kings 9:22; Isa 47:9-10; 48:5; Mic 
5:12-6:8; Nah 1:14; 3:1-4; Acts 15:20; Rom 1:24-29; Gal 5:20; Eph 
5:5; Col 3:5 

10:1-11 
A. Angel with a little scroll (1-2) 

1. Attributes that belong only to God (modeled on ‘son of man’ Dan 10-12) 

a. Clothed with a cloud: always used of God in OT (cf 14:14, 15; Exod 
13:20-22; 14:20, 24; 16:10; 19:9, 16; 24:15-16, 18; 40:34-37; Num 
14:14; Deut 1:33; 4:11; 5:2; Ps 78:14; 105:39; Neh 9:12, 19; Isa 
4:5; Ezek 1:4) 

b. Rainbow on his head: (Ezek 1:26-28; cp Ezek 2; Rev 1:13ff; 4:3) 

c. Face like the sun; feet like pillars of fire: (cf 1:15) 

d. Compared to a lion (3: as Christ in 5:5) 

B. Little Scroll:  

1. Same as the scroll in chapter 5:1-9? Now opened (10:2)? 

2. Cf Ezek 2:8-3:3: What follows in Ezekiel is paralleled by Rev 10: God gives 
Ezekiel the scrolls, commands him to eat it, he does, it is sweet as honey 
in his mouth 

C. Shouted the voices of the 7 Thunders spoke (3, 4; cf Deut 32:34-40) 
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D. There will be no more delay! (6; Cf Dan 12:7b; Dan 12:6-9): Answer to the saints 
prayer ‘how long’ (6:9-11); is answered: 

E. Mystery of God is finished (7): something previously veiled that is fulfilled in an 
unexpected way 

F. ‘Take it and eat it’ –Scroll (9; Ezek 2:8-3:3: Ezekiel was to warn the Israelites of 
impending doom if they do not repent of unbelief and idolatry; yet, Israel will not 
listen; therefore, his message was one of judgment; Thus, John is commissioned 
as a prophet in a similar fashion; cf Jer 6:10-11; 15:16-17) 

 
11:1-19   
A. Go measure the Temple of God and the altar and count the worshippers there (1) 

1. Measure: indicates Divine presence and protection (2 Sam 8:2; Isa 28:16, 
17; Zech 1:16: Ezek 40-48: establishment and protection of the Temple is 
portrayed by an angel measuring the Temple (end-times [eschatological] 
Temple; Cf Rev 21:15-17: measuring represents the security of the city; 
21:27) 

a. Measuring is parallel with the sealing of ch 7 

2. Temple of God: Church (1 Cor 3:16, 17; 6:19; 2 Cor 6:16; Eph 2:21, 22; 1 
Pet 2:5; John 2:19-22; Rev 21:22) 

a. Every use of Temple in Revelation means either the present 
Heavenly Temple, or God’s presence with believers in the future 
age (3:12; 7:15; 11:19; 14:15, 17; 15:5-6, 8; 16:1, 17; 21:22) 

b. Reinforced by the references to Christians as ‘priests’ (whose duty 
it is to serve in the Temple; 1:6; 20:6) 

3. Altar: Place of Sacrifice; implies Christians who are worshipping God by 
obedience to His commands and sacrificing of their lives (6:9, 10: souls of 
those who have been martyred are under the altar of God; cf Heb 13:9-16; 
10:19-20) 

4. Worshippers: priests were the only ones permitted in this area of the 
Temple  

B. Exclude the Outer Court it has been given to the Gentiles (2) 

1. Outer court: Court of the Gentiles (for ‘God-fearing’ Gentiles); Not 
measured means not secure; Outer court was part of the temple and 
therefore also represents persons 
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2. This represents that some Christians are susceptible to harm and 
persecution? (Acts 7:58; Heb 13:11-12; Mic 2:5) 

3. Outer court of the temple represented the physical world: therefore, 
though the temple is measured and protected spiritually, it is subject to 
harm physically? 

C. They will trample the holy city 42 months (11:2, 3; 12:6, 14; 13:5) 

1. 42 months is the general time of tribulation for righteous (Dan 7:25; 9:27; 
12:7, 11, 12; cf also: Rev 11:3; 12:6, 14; 13:5: where the time is in 
reference to God’s protection of the saints and the persecution of the 
saints by the beast) 

2. ‘Holy city’ throughout Revelation is the New Jerusalem; i.e., the eternal 
dwelling place of the Righteous 

D. 2 Witnesses: (3-4)  

1. The Confessing Church: The Church is the 2 Witnesses in the sense that 
they fulfill the prophetic ministry of the 2 great OT prophets (Moses and 
Elijah); and that the OT law requires ‘2 witnesses’ to establish a credible 
legal testimony against the world (Num 35:30; Deut 17:6; 19:15; note the 
use of the rule by numerous NT authors: Matt 18:16; Luke 10:1-24; John 
5:31; 8:17; 15:26-27; Acts 5:32; 2 Cor 13:1; 1 Tim 5:19; Heb  10:28) 

2. ‘Witness’ in 6 out of 9 uses in Rev indicates a witness that has been 
rejected by world (11:3-13; 1:9; 6:9; 12:11, 17; 20:4) 

a. Wearing sackcloth: indicates their message is one of repentance  

3. 2 ‘Lampstands’: in ch 1 are Churches 

4. 2 ‘Olive Trees’: represents Israel in OT prophecy (Zech 4:2-14): In Zech 
4:14 it represents Joshua, the anointed priest, and Zerubbabel, the 
anointed king 

5. They prophecy for 3 ½ years (same amount as the time of persecution of 
the ‘holy city’ 11:2; of the ‘woman’ 12:4, 14; and of the ‘saints’ 13:4-6) 

E. Fire comes from their mouth (5) 

1. ‘Mouth’: Signifies rejection of the message (cf Jer 5:14; Isa 11:4; 1:16; 
2:12, 16; 19:15, 21; contrast with 9:17, 18; 13:5; 16:13) 

2. ‘Fire’: is their actual testimony (Jer 23:29) 
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F. Powers to: (6): Shut up the sky so that it will not rain (1 Kings 17:1; Jas 5:17); 
Waters into blood (Exod 7:14-25); Strike the earth every kind of plague (1 Sam 
4:8) 

G. When they have finished their testimony; The Beast from the Abyss will kill them 
(7-10; i.e., the one Daniel told about; cf 13:1-7) 

1. 17:8-14 Defeated by Christ at His return (cf 16:14; 17:14; 19:19-21)  

2. Strong parallel with 6:9-11: role of witness bearing is to be completed; 
then the world will ‘defeat’ them; then they will be risen by Christ and 
vindicated: Church is protected until their ministry is finished (Dan 7:21, 
22) 

H. 3½ Days men will gloat over them (8, 9); Refuse them burial: great indignity (1 
Sam 17:44, 46; Ps 79:1-5; Jer 8:1-2; 9:22; 16:4-6; 22:19) 

1. 3 ½ days perhaps signifies that the Beast’s apparent victory is short-lived  

I. Great City: ‘Figuratively/Spiritually called Sodom and Egypt’ ‘where also their 
Lord was crucified’ (cf Matt 23:35)  

1. Sodom: because it is devoted to evil and destined to destruction; Sodom: 
wicked and destroyed by judgment? (Ezek 16:44-57)  

2. Egypt: because it is where the people of God are persecuted (Ezek 16:26; 
Joel 3:19)  

J. They (2 Witnesses) will be resurrected; vindicated by God (11-12) 

K. At that hour, earthquake 7,000 died (13; Reversal of the remnant imagery of the 
OT (cf 7,000: 1 Kings 19:14-18; or a tenth: Amos 5:3)  

L. Trumpet #7  2nd Coming of Christ (14-19)  

1. Kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of our Lord and His Christ 
(15) 

2. Now God is ‘the One who is and who was’ (omitting ‘who is to come’) (17; 
cp 19:6) 

 
12:1-6 God protects Christ and the messianic community against Satanic harm  
A. Woman clothed with the sun, moon under her feet, and crown of 12 stars (1: Gen 

37:9-10: Jacob, his wife, and his brothers)  
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B. Dragon (3) Satan (9) 

1. 7 heads; 10 horns; 7 crowns: OT imagery for evil kingdoms who 
persecute the righteous  

C. Tail swept a third of the stars (4; Cf Dan 8:10) 

D. Devour her child the moment it was born (4: Herod’s decree?: Matt 2:16; Luke 
4:28-30) 

E. Son, male child; rule all nations with an iron scepter (5: Cf Ps 2:7-9) 

F. Child was snatched up (5): resurrection/ascension 

G. Woman fled into the wilderness (6)  

1. Place of Divine protection: period 1,260 days (Cf Deut 2:7; 8:3; 32:10; Neh 
9:19, 21; Ps 136:16; Jer 31:2; Ezek 34:25) 

2. Desert is a place of trial and temptation (cf 14-16; Heb 3:7-4:7; 1 Cor 
10:1-13; Acts 7:39-43; cf Rev 17:3ff; Cp Deut 8:14-16) 

 
12:7-12  
A. War in Heaven (7): Michael vs Satan (cf Dan 10:13, 21; 12:1) 

B. Satan hurled to the Earth (8, 9) 

C. Voice in Heaven: now have come the salvation, power, and kingdom of God and 
Christ (10-12) 

1. Christ’s Death, Resurrection, and Ascension is the defeat of the devil 
(Luke 10:18-20; John 12:28-31; 16:11; Heb 2:14; 1 John 3:8) 

2. ‘They overcame him’ (11): because of:  

a. Blood of the lamb 

b. Word of their testimony (cf 6:9) 

c. They did not love their life even to death (cf 3:21; 14:13)  

 
12:13-17 
A. Devil ‘pursues’ (also: ‘persecutes’ NAS) the woman (13) 
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B. Woman was given 2 wings of a great eagle (14) 

1. OT: God is as an eagle protecting Israel (Exod 19:4; Deut 32:10-12) 

2. Isa 40:3 return from the wilderness by mounting ‘up with wings like 
eagles’ 40:31 

C. Where she was nourished: manna in the wilderness 

D. Serpent poured water from his mouth; both flood and mouth indicate 
persecution and tribulation: cf Ps 143:7-8 (15) 

E. Dragon enraged (17; cf Matt 16:18): Went off the make war with the rest of her 
offspring: i.e., ‘Those who obey God’s commands and hold the testimony of Jesus’ 

 
13:1-18  The Dragon enlists the aid of these two Beasts in his campaign against 
the Saints 
A. Beast coming out of the Sea (1-10; cf Dan 7:2-8; Job 40:15-24)  

1. 10 horns; 7 heads; 10 crowns (1); contrast Lamb 5:6-9 

a. 10 horns (Dan 7:7): commonly metaphorical for power (5:6): In 
Daniel the 10 horns are 10 kings (7:24)  

b. 7 Heads (total of heads of the 4 beasts in Dan 7:4-7) 

2. Receives his power, throne, and authority from the Dragon (2, 4) 

3. Fatal wound (Gk plague; 3: Alludes to Gen 3:15?) 

a. 13:14: sword: Elsewhere ‘sword’ signifies Jesus’ judgment on His 
enemies (1:16; 2:12, 16; 19:15, 21) 

b. Healed: (only to be destroyed 17:8)  

Beast parodies Christ 

Both have swords 

Followers’ names written on foreheads  

Horns 

Slain 

Rise to new life 

Authority over every tribe, tongue, people, and nation 

Receive worship 
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4. Worship the dragon (4): show of allegiance; ‘Who is like the beast?’ 

a. Applied to God in OT: Exod 8:10; 15:11; Isa 40:18, 25; 44:7; 46:5; 
et al: satanic imitation of God; in all these OT texts Yahweh’s 
incomparability is contrasted with false gods and idols 

b. This is the epitome of blasphemy (cf Dan 8:11, 25; 11:36-37) 

5. The Beast was given (5-8): 

a. Mouth to utter blasphemies (5, 6; Dan 7:6, 8, 11, 20, 25): probably 
false claims to deity; parallels the Dragons spewing out of water 
(12:16) 

b. Blasphemy is against God:  

1. His name; and  

2. His tabernacle 

a. That is: those who are dwelling in heaven 

c. Power to make war against the saints and to conquer them (7) 

6. All the inhabitants of the Earth worship the Beast: All who names are not 
in the Book of Life (8; Dan 7:10; 12:1; Ps 69:28) 

7.  ‘He who has an ear’ (9-10) (cf 7 letters): addresses the proper response 
to this part of the vision for John’s readers: hang in there!! 

B. Beast coming out of the Earth (11-18; Job 41:1-34)  

1. False Prophet (16:13; 19:20): emphasizes its religious role (cf v 12-15) 

a. Supported by appearance as a lamb—yet spoke like a dragon (11; 
cf Matt 7:15; Matt 24:4) 

b. Continuing efforts to parody God and Christ  

a. Looks like a lamb (11): 2 horns (cf Dan 8:3) 

2. Performed miraculous feats (13) 

3. Purpose: deception (14; Matt 24:24; 2Thess. 2:3-12) 

4. Make an image (cf Dan 3)—the decree to kill those who do not comply  

5. Forced everyone to receive a mark on his right hand and forehead (16,17) 
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a. Mark of the Beast 

b. Parody of Seal on the saints 

1. Both on forehead 7:3 (though Mark is also on right hand) 

2. Both are the ‘name’ 14:1; 22:4 

3. One cannot ‘buy’ without it; others were ‘purchased’ 14:3 

6. Number of the beast 666 (18) 2 options:  

a. Gematria (using the numerical value of the letters) 

1. Nero Caesar: Greek version of his Latin name which is then 
transliterated into Hebrew: 666; Nero’s name in Greek: 616 

2. ‘Beast’ in Hebrew: 666 

b. Number is symbolic for Anti-Christ, Anti-Christian power, both, . . . 

1. Nebuchadnezzar’s image in Dan 3:1: 60 cubits by 6 cubits 

2. 666 may represent Satan’s attempt at perfection (#7) and 
his repeated failure 

 
14:1-5 
A. Lamb and the 144,000 standing on Matt Zion (1)  

B. Song, the sound of ‘many waters’, and ‘thunder’ associated with the end time 
victory and final judgment (2, 3; 5:8-9; 15:2-3; 19:6) 

C. They have not been defiled with woman (4) 

1. The 144,000 are here described as an army  

a. Listed in a census (7:4-8) 

b. Only men of military age  

c. Sexual purity was a requirement for ritual purity for soldiers in a 
holy war (cf Deut 23:9-14; always with David’s army: 1 Sam 21:5; 
2 Sam 11:9-13) 

2. The people of God: as one who has kept themselves pure for their groom 
(19:7-10; 2 Cor 11:2-4) 
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D. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes (Mark 8:34-35) 

E. They have been purchased: by the blood of the lamb (cf 5:9) 

F. No lie was found in their mouths (5; Isa 53:9; 1 Pet 1:16-19) 

1. Thus, they are effective witnesses of the Gospel 

 
14:6-13 
A. 1st Angel announces: ‘Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of his 

judgment has come’ (7) 

B. 2nd Angel announces: ‘Fallen, Fallen is Babylon the Great’ (8; cf Dan 4:30; Hos 
4:11-12; Rev 18:3, 9) 

C. 3rd Angel announces: Anyone who worships the beast or receives his mark will 
drink of the wine of God’s fury (9-11; Punishment fits the crime: drink the wine 
of the wrath of God (10; Ps 75:8; Isa 51:17, 21-23; Jer 25:15-18) 

D. Reminder: this calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints (12-13) 
(also translated: steadfastness; perseverance)  

1. Reference to persevering of the saints are parallel in 13:10, 18; 14:12 in 
Greek 

2. ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on . . . they will 
rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them’ (13) 

 
14:14-20 Harvest time 
A. ‘Son of man’ sitting on the clouds (14; cf Matt 24:30; 26:64; Mark 13:26; Luke 

21:27; Rev 1:7): OT always God seated on a cloud 

1. Son of man reaps (16; John 5:22, 27-30) 

B. Harvests (14-16 and 17-20; cf Matt 13:24-30; Mark 4:26-29; Joel 3:13; Isa 63:1-
6)  

1. 14-16 Grain harvest: 15-17 Grape harvest  

2. Difference between them: grain harvest requires only reaping; while 
grape harvest requires gathering the grapes and treading the wine press 
(note the Threshing and Winnowing of the grain, which are associated 
with the judgment [Jer 51;33; Mic 4:12-13; Hab 3:12; Matt 3:12; Luke 
3:17; and Ps 1;4; 35:5; Isa 17:13; 29:5; Dan 2:35; Hos 13:3], are omitted 
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here): Harvesting alone is commonly associated with positive images 
(Mark 4:29; John 4:35-38); God is the ‘Lord of the Harvest’ (Matt 9:37-38)  

3. Gathering and Treading allude to the judgment at the parousia: Kings of 
the earth are gathered (16:12-14, 16); Then judged (16:17-20; 19:15) 

4. Grain harvest performed by one like the ‘Son of Man’ (Christ; Dan 7:13; 
Rev 1:7, 13)  

5. Outside the city; blood up to the horses bridles for 200 miles (20; or, 
1,600 stadia: 184 miles: length of Israel from Tyre to border of Egypt)  

 
15:1-4   7 Angels with the 7 last plagues 
A.  7th vision: (15:2-4) 

1. Image is of a new Exodus 

2. Vision:  

a. Sea of glass: ‘Cosmic evil’ (4:6; 13:1; 21:1): Sea (together with fire) 
is the place of Christ’s judgment of the World (Beast); as in His 
judgment of Egypt 

b. ‘Standing’: righteous: victorious over the Beast; his image; the 
number of his name: Contra those in 14:9-11; 16:9, 11, 21 

3. ‘Song of Moses’ and ‘The Lamb’: both provided deliverance by the ‘sea’ 
(Exod 15:1-18) 

a. Point is to interpret the Song of Moses and God’s deliverance of 
Israel in terms of God’s universalistic salvation: Salvation of the 
nations (cp 11:13; 14:7, 14-16) 

b. Salvation is the result of the victory through martyrdom of ‘those 
who had come off victorious from the beast . . .’ (2) 

4. ‘Just and True are your ways’ (19:11; 16:5-7) 

5. ‘Who will not fear you . . . bring glory to your name . . .’ (cf Jer 10:7) 

a. For, ‘you alone are Holy’ 

b. For (so that), ‘all nations will come and worship before you’ 

c. For, ‘your righteous acts have been revealed’ 
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15:5-8 
A. Tabernacle of the Testimony (5) 

B. Given 7 bowls filled with the wrath of God (7) 

1. Bowls: OT associated with the priestly service at the altar in the Temple: 
(Note parallel with 5:8; 6:9-10; 8:3-5) 

2. ‘Filled’ with the wrath of God (Isa 51:17, 22) 

C. Temple filled with the presence of God (8: cf Ezek 10:2-4) 

D. No one could enter the Temple (8)  

 
16:1-21  
A. 7 Angels with the 7 Bowls (1) 

1. Answer to the prayer of the saints (6:9-10) 

B. ‘Pour out God’s wrath’: used in OT as judgment against God’s covenant breakers 
or those who persecute God’s people (Ezek 14:19; Jer 10:25; Ps 69:24; Zeph 3:8) 

1. They have ‘poured out’ blood of the saints (cf 16:6) 

C. Bowl #1  Ugly and Painful sores (Egyptian plague #6) (2) 

D. Bowl #2  Sea becomes blood (Egyptian plague #1) (3) 

1. Sea: often refers to unbelievers throughout the world (cf 17:1, 15; 20:8; 
12:18) 

E. Bowl #3  Rivers and springs become blood (Egyptian plague #1) (4) 

1. Anticipates the judgment on Babylon: no more maritime commerce 
(18:10-19; cp 16:6 and 18:24) 

F. Angel proclaims: You are just in these judgments, because they have shed 
the blood of your saints and prophets (5-7) 

G. Bowl #4  Sun’s intensity increases (8, 9; cf 7:16; Isa 49:10) 

H. Bowl #5  Kingdom of the Beast is plunged into Darkness (Egyptian plague #9) 
(10, 11) 
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I. Bowl #6  Preparation for the Kings of the East to battle (12-16) (Egyptian plague 
#2) 

1. Euphrates: dried up (Isa 11:15; 44:27; 50:2; 51:10; Zech 10:11) 

2. Is this the same universal battle as in 16:14; 20:8?: Note same language in 
16:14 and 19:19; 20:8  

3. OT image of the Northern enemy whom God brings to judge sinful Israel 

4. 3 evil spirits that looked like frogs; out of the mouth—deception (13) 

a. Frogs: associated with idolatry (cf 17:4) Egyptian goddess: Heqt 

5. Dragon, Beast, and False prophet 

a. ‘False prophet’ used throughout NT of falsehood in the Church 
(Matt 7:15; 24:11; Mark 13:22; Luke 6:33; Acts 13:6; 2Pet. 2:1; 1 
John 4:1-3)  

6. Performing miraculous signs (14) (cf 13:13, 14: purpose—deception) 

7. Gathered together for battle/war (Note same language in 16:14 and 
19:19; 20:8; cf Zech 12-14; Zeph 3) 

a. Article (‘the’) used in each case: which means ‘the war’; i.e., the 
well-known one; therefore, they most likely have the same 
reference in mind 

8. ‘Great day of God’: day of God’s judgment on the unrighteous (cf Joel 2:11; 
Zeph 1:14) 

9. Parenthetical: Behold I come like a thief (15) (cf 3:3-5; Matt 24:43; Luke 
12:39-40; 1 Thess 5:2,4; 2Pet. 3:10)—unexpected and suddenly 

a. Indicates trials for the righteous as well (cp: 20:8, 9 the war is first 
directed against the Saints) 

b. Blessed: stays awake and keeps his clothes with him (3:4, 5) 

c. Those who compromise will be ‘naked and shamefully exposed’ 
(3:18) 

10. In ‘Armageddon’ 

a. OT prophecies all present the last battle as happening in the 
vicinity of Jerusalem—plain of Megiddo is a 2 day journey 
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b. Megiddo was a famous site for many foreign attacks upon Israel 

J. Bowl #7  2nd Coming of Christ (17-21) (Egyptian plague #7) (cf Ezek 38:19-22) 

1. ‘It is Done’ (17) (cf 15:1) 

2. Lightning, thunder and a severe Earthquake (18): associated with the last 
judgment (see 8:5; cf Dan 12:1-2) 

3. Great city: (19) 

 
17:1-18:24 Fall of the Harlot Babylon 
Harlot Babylon contrasts with the Woman clothed with the sun (12); and the Bride 
(19) (see Intro)  

A. The judgment of the Great Prostitute that sits upon many waters (1; Jer 51:13) 

1. Economic factor is indicated by the use of the same terms in relation to 
economic prosperity in 18:3, 9-19 

2. Therefore, she represents the world’s idolatrous Economic-Religious 
system? 

3. Waters—people (cf 15) 

B. With whom the kings of the earth committed immorality (2) 

C. Woman sitting on the Beast (3, 18) 

1. Rome’s Economic-Religious system allied herself with the State 

2. Adorned with all the goods that flowed into Rome (18:12f; cp 21:2, 9-23) 

D. Drunk with the blood of the saints (6) 

E. Beast: was; and is; and is about to come up (8) 

F. 7 Heads are 7 mountains; 7 kings; 5 have fallen, one is, other has not yet come 
(9-10) 

1. Mountains symbolize kingdoms in the OT (Jer 51:25; Dan 2:35; Zech 4:7)  

2. 7 Kingdoms (supports ‘mountains’ are kingdoms): no one knows: 
suggestions 

a. 7 Kingdoms: 5 Fallen (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece); 1 is 
(Rome); 1 is to come 
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b. 7 Kings: 5 Fallen; 1 is; 1 is to come; Beast is an 8th:;  Solutions: 

Caesar
49-44 
BC 

Augustus 
31 BC -
AD 14 

Tiberius 
14-37 

Caligula 
37-41 

Claudius 
41-54 

Nero 
54-
67 

Galba 
68,69 
Otho, 
Vitell
ius  

Vespasian 
69-79 

Titus 
79-
81 

Domitian 
81-96 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7, 8    

1 2 3 4 5 6  7 8  

 1 2 3 4 5 6,7,8    

 1 2 3 4 5  6 7 8 

   1 2 3  4 5 6 

 

c. ‘7’ is figurative of the qualities of fullness or completeness; thus it 
represents the totality of all the evil world’s gov’ts? (7 heads in 
13:1-2 were the combined number of heads of Daniel’s 4 beasts 
(Dan 7:3-7)) 

G. Beast, which was and is, is an 8th; and yet one of the 7 (11) 

H. Horns: 10 kings; not yet received a kingdom; only reign for 1 hour (12; Dan 7:7-
8, 20, 24) 

1. Beast: representative of the oppressive powers of world gov’ts 
throughout the ages that have: (The Beast in John’s day would have been 
Rome) 

I. Woman, the Beast, and the Kings of the Earth make war against the Lamb (14; 
Dan 7:21-22): Beast aligns itself with all of the world powers (7 heads and 10 
horns) 

J. Lamb, with the people of God (14), will overcome them 

K. Harlot is destroyed (16b-18) 

L. Fallen, Fallen is Babylon the Great (18:2-24) (Provides in detail what was 
promised in 17:1) 

M. ‘Come out of her my people’! (4) before her judgment; lest they suffer with her 
(4-8; cf Isa 52:11; Jer 51:6, 45; 2 Cor 6:17) 
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N. People lament after her demise—due to their economic losses (9-19; cf Ezek 
27:28-36): note the use of the past tense which signifies the certainty of the 
judgment 

1. Form of a funeral dirge: all the world’s enterprises have prospered from 
Babylon’s indulgences and, thus, they mourn her destruction 

a. Kings of the Earth (18:9) mourn 

b. Merchants of the Earth (18:11) mourn 

c. Sea Captains and sailors (18:17) mourn 

2. List of the luxuries of Rome (18:12, 13): 

a. Gold, Silver, Precious stones, Pearls (Women in Rome would only 
bath in silver tubs; Generals insisted on eating from silver plates; 
Julius Caesar gave Servilia a single pearl cost $18,000) 

b. Fine linen; purple; silk; scarlet cloth (Entire Roman military once 
dressed in silk garments imported from China; Purple dye 
imported from Phoenicia extracted from Mollusk shells 1 drop at a 
time) 

c. Citron wood, Articles made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron, and 
marble (Imported from North Africa; Seneca had 300 tables with 
ivory feet) 

d. Cargoes of cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, 
olive oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle, sheep, horses and carriages, and 
bodies and souls of men/slaves (Cinnamon imported from South 
China; ‘Spice’ used to perfume the hair; 60,000,000 slaves 
throughout the empire; note slavery is at the end of a list that is in 
descending order of value—men with livestock) 

O. Faithful rejoice over her destruction (20-24)  

1. God has judged her for you  

2. These will ‘never be found’ in her because blood ‘was found’ in her (21-
23; 24) 

 



Dalrymple   The Book of Revelation 
 
 

 61 

19:1-6 
A. Rejoicing over the destruction of Babylon continues: from all the redeemed (1-3, 

6) 

1. Destruction of Babylon; who was corrupting (morally) the Earth 

2. Avenged the blood of His servants (6:9-10) 

B. Rejoicing of 24 Elders and 4 living creatures: (4) 

1. ‘Amen, Hallelujah’ (cf Ps 106:42-48) 

C. Voice from the Throne (5)  

 
19:7-10 
A. Marriage Supper of the Lamb!  

1. Bride: Church from the perspective of the end (7; cf Isa 61:10-62:5; Hos 
2:14-20; 2 Cor 11:2) 

2. Dressed in Fine linen: righteous acts (8; 19:8; cf 6:11; 7:13-15)  

a. Contrast the ‘soiled clothes’ of Laodicea (3:17) 

B. Blessed are the invited (9; cf Isa 25:6-7; 65:13-17; Luke 14:15; Matt 26:29)  

C. John falls to worship the Angel (10; cf 22:8-9; Matt 4:10) 

 
19:11-21 
A. Christ and His heavenly army in anticipation of their victory (11-16) 

1. Rider on the White Horse (11): Christ; white suggesting purity 

2. Called ‘Faithful and True’ 

3. Judges and makes war in righteousness (cf Isa 11:4; Ps 50:6; John 5:22) 

4. ‘Eyes are like a flame of fire’ (12; cf 1:13; 2:18, 23; Dan 10:6): attribute of 
justice and the ability to see all  

5. ‘Many diadems’: indicates sovereign Lordship (contrasted with the beast 
and the dragon’s false claims of sovereignty with their crowns (12:3; 
13:1; Isa 62:2-3) 
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6. New Name: ? YHVH (YAHWEH) 

a. In OT to know a name meant to have control over them 

b. Unknown may suggest that Christ has not actually completed His 
judgment yet; when He does then the redeemed will know His 
name 

7. Robe dipped in blood (13; cf Isa 63:1-3) 

8. Name: ‘Word of God’ 

9. Armies of Heaven following Him riding on white horses (14) 

a. Saints: (17:14; 1 Thess 4:16, 17) 

b. Angels: (Matt 13:40-42; 24:31; 25:31 2Thess. 1:7) 

10. Sharp sword (15; Isa 49:2; 11:4; 2 Thess 2:8) 

11. Rule with an iron scepter (Ps 2:9) 

12. KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (16; cf Deut 10:17; 1 Tim 6:15) 

B. Imminent destruction of the enemy (17-18): Great supper of God 

1. Cf Ezek 39:4, 17-20 

C. Defeat of Beast, False Prophet, and their followers (19-21) 

1. Beast and the False Prophet thrown into the Lake of Fire 

 
20:1-15 
A. Satan bound for 1,000 years in the Abyss (1-3) 

1. Keys of the abyss: same as the keys of death and hades (1:18): ‘Key’ 
passages throughout Revelation indicate Christ’s sovereignty resulting 
from His Resurrection?  

2. Binding: complete or partial binding? (cf Matt 12:29) 

a. Total binding: premillennialism and postmillennialism 

b. Partial binding: amillennialism 

3. Purpose of the binding: not to deceive the nations any more (3) 
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B. Came to life and reigned with Christ 1,000 years (4-6; cf 2 Tim 2:11-12; Exod 
19:6)  

1. Satan’s fall is the victory for the saints; thus, they rise and reign  

2. Souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony (cf 6:9) 

3. Reigned (1 Cor 6:2; Luke 22:30; Rev 2:26) 

4. ‘1st Resurrection’: blessed: 2nd death has no power  

C. Satan let loose for a short time (7-10) 

1. Gathers an army to battle Christ: 4 Corners of the Earth: Gog and Magog 
(Ezek 38-39): everywhere  

2. Deceive the nations (8; cf 16:13-16; 19:20) 

3. Fire came down from Heaven (2 Kings 1:10-14) 

4. Satan thrown into the Lake of Fire (10) 

D. Great White Throne Judgment (11-15) 

1. One on the throne: God throughout Revelation (10; cf Dan 7:9-10) 

2. The Dead were judged (11; cf 11:18) 2 views: 

a. Both righteous and unrighteous (Dan 12:1-2; John 5:28, 29) 

b. Only the unrighteous 

3. Judged according their deeds (2:23; 14:13; Jer 17:10; Matt 16:27; Rom 
2:6; 2 Cor 3:13) 

4. Death and Hades were thrown into the fire (13,14) 

5. Lake of fire is the 2nd death (14) 

6. Death: separation from God: Outside the City: (21:8, 27; 22:14-15, 19; 2 
Thess 1:9) 

7. Book of Life: ‘The book of Life of the Lamb who has been slain’ 13:8 
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21:1-22:6 
A. New Heaven and new Earth; no longer any sea (1; cf Isa 65:17-19) 

1. In Revelation sea has meant: Origin of cosmic evil (4:6; 12:18); 
Unbelieving nations who persecute believers (17:1, 15); Place of the dead 
(20:13) 

B. Holy City, NEW JERUSALEM (2; Isa 62:1-5): Bride  

1. Now the Dwelling of God is with men (21:3; Ezek 37:27; 43:7; 2 Cor 
6:16) 

a. Wipe every tear from their eyes; no death, mourning, crying, or 
pain 

b. Paralleled with: ‘ no curse’ (22:3) ‘no night’ (22:5) 

2. Cp 7: ‘I will be his God and he will be My son’ 

3. Cp 22:3: ‘The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it’ 

C. New Creation (5; 2 Cor 5:17)  

D. ‘It is done’ (6; cf 16:17) 

E. He who overcomes will inherit all this (21:7; cf Matt 24:13): overcoming 
reminds us of the letters in 2-3 

1. Eat from the tree of life: 2:7; 22:2 

2. Inclusion in the new temple: 3:12; 21:22f 

3. Participation in the new Jerusalem: 3:12; 21:2, 10 

4. Name of God on oneself: 3:12; 22:4 

5. One’s name written in the book of life: 3:5; 21:27 

6. Bright stone and a luminary: 2:17, 28; 21:11, 18-21, 23; 22:5, 16 

7. Reigning with Christ: 2:26-27; 3:12 

8. Exclusion from the 2nd death: 2:11; 21:7, 8 

F. List of those excluded contrasts the overcomers (8) 

1. Begins with ‘cowardly’ and ends with ‘liars’: seemingly directed at some 
who apostatized?  

G. Holy city: New Jerusalem (21:9-22:5; cf Ezek 40-48; Isa 2:1-4) 

1. Initial view and appearance of the city (9-14) 
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2. City is the Bride (9-10; 21:2; 19:3, 9) 

3. 12 gates: names of the 12 tribes: 12 Foundations: names of the Apostles 
and the Lamb (Eph 2:20: 1 Pet 2:6, 7) 

4. Measurement of the city (15-17; cf 11:1-2) 

a. Length-width-height are the same reminds one of the Holy of 
Holies (1 Kings 6:20) 

5. Material of the city (18-21) 

a. List of 12 jewels is based on the 12 stones of the High Priest’s 
‘breast-piece of judgment’ (Exod 28:17-20; 39:8-14) 

6. Internal features of the city (22-27) 

a. No need for a Temple (22) 

b. No need for light (23) 

7. Presence of God in the city (22:1-5) 

a. River of Life (22:1f) 

b. Tree of life (2; Ezek 47:12) 

c. Throne of God and the Lamb (3) 

d. They shall see His face (4) 

e. God will illumine them (5) 

 
22:6-21 
A. Exhortation 1 (6-7) 

1. ‘These words are faithful and true’ (6) 

2. Behold ‘I am coming quickly’ (7; 12, 20) 

3. Blessed is the one who heeds the words of this prophecy (cf 1:3) 

B. Exhortation 2 (8-10)  

1. Do not seal up the words (10; contrast 10:4; Dan 12:4) 
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C. Exhortation 3 (11-12) 

1. One who does wrong . . . one who is filthy . . . one who is righteous (11) 

2. ‘I am coming quickly’ (12) 

3. ‘My reward is with me’ (cf Isa 40:10; 62:11) 

D. Exhortation 4 (13-17) 

1. Christ: Alpha and Omega (1:8; 21:6; First and Last 1:17; 2:8; Beginning 
and End 21:6) 

2. Washed their robes (14): In the blood of the lamb (7:14) 

3. Tree of life and enter by the gates into the city  

4. ‘Outside’: Lake of Fire (15; cf 21:8) 

5. List of those excluded ends with ‘liars’ as do the lists in 21:8, 27  

a. Dogs: unbelievers (cf Matt 7:7; 15:26, 27; Phil 3:2-3; 2 Pet 2:20-22) 

6. ‘Come’ (17) 

E. Exhortation 5 (18-20) 

1. Warning for anyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: 
Do not add or take away from it (18-19; cf Deut 4:1-2; 12:32; 29:19-20; 
Prov 30:6: context in Deuteronomy is against idolatry; note Deut 13:1ff) 

a. Warning is to those within the Church primarily—especially those 
who only profess to be saved—as is evident from the charge to 
‘everyone who hears these words’ 

2. ‘I am coming quickly’ (20) 

 


