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Romans  

Introduction 

A. Author: Paul 

1. Time and Place: Rom 15:23-33; 3rd Missionary Journey (winter of 56-57); From 
Corinth (Gaius’ home 16:23; cf  Acts 18:7) 

B. Historical Background 

1. Late 40’s Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome: Edict rescinded by Nero in AD 54 

2. Many gentile Christians may well have adopted a theology that suggested that God 
had endorsed the expulsion; i.e., God had expelled the Jews from the covenant for 
their rejection of Jesus  

a. Perhaps some reasoned that it was of no use to witness to Jews any longer 

b. Hence, the Gospel is the ‘power of God for salvation . . . to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek’ (1:16) 

3. The recipients of Romans may well have included persons from 2 groups: 

a. Jewish Christians who were uncertain about fellowshipping with Gentiles 
who eat forbidden foods (Rom 12-16) 

b. Gentile Christians who thought Jews were no longer permitted into the 
Kingdom (Rom 9-11) 

4. Paul explains that God has called into existence a people composed of Jews and 
Gentiles who are led by God’s Spirit, through whom all God’s promises have been 
fulfilled, and are defined not by Torah but by Faith 

C. Purpose 

1. Advise them of his travel plans and his hope to visit them and minister to the 
unreached areas of the Roman world (15:17-33) 

2. God’s righteousness has been revealed: that is, He has been faithful to the covenant 

a. 2 key passages are Gen 15 and Deut 30: God called Abraham that through his 
family God would rescue the world 

b. Accomplished through Christ 

3. Paul explains what God has done for the world through the Messiah (chs 1-8): Esp in 
chs 5-8 Jesus is the lens through which we must view God’s saving plan for all 

4. Torah/Law: Brings knowledge of sin (3:20; 4:15; 5:13; 7:7, 21-23) and wrath (4:15) 

a. Also it is God’s (7:22; 8:7), it is the ‘law of the Spirit of life in Christ’ (8:2), and 
believers can fulfill its ‘just requirement’ (8:4) 

D. Distinctive Features: Written in a style known to the ancients as a diatribe: Writer 
engages in a debate with an imaginary opponent: puts them on the spot with rhetorical 
questions and answers their supposed objections (cf Rom 3:23; 6:23; 10:9, 10) 
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E. Outline 

1. 1:1-17 Introduction  

2. 1:18-4:25 addresses the way in which the problem of creation has been addressed 
by the fulfillment of the covenant: the problem of the covenant (Israel wasn’t 
faithful) has been dealt with by Jesus the Messiah in fulfillment of the promise of 
new creation   

- 1:18-3:20 Challenge of God’s Righteousness: Gentiles and Jews are 
both under God’s wrath; guilty of idolatry and wickedness 

- 3:21-4:25 God’s faithfulness to the Covenant in the person of Jesus 
has brought salvation to the world  

a. God’s goodness and power in creation 

b. Calls mankind to account for not recognizing God and giving Him the praise 
due Him  

c. Image-bearing mankind has become corrupt  

d. God has called Israel to be a light (2:17-29), but Israel has become part of the 
problem 

e. The ‘righteousness of God’ (3:21) has been manifest in Christ 

f. Promise to Abraham is broadened to inherit ‘the world’ (4:13)  

3. 5:1-8:39 God’s People as the True Humanity 

a. Develops the theme of creation and covenant  

b. Ch 5 (cp I Cor 15) outlines the way in which the obedience of Christ has 
reversed the effects of Adam  

c. Ch 7: through the Torah, Israel repeats the sin of Adam and the sinful life that 
follows from it; the more you embrace it the more it shows your secret faults 

d. Ch 8 provides the answer: creation theology: ‘creation will be set free from 
its bondage to decay, to share the freedom of the glory of God’s children’ 
(8:3-4)  

4. 9:1-11:36 God’s Promises and God’s Faithfulness 

a. Lament  

b. God’s covenant-faithful justice seems to be called into question by what has 
now happened and indeed by the nature of the promises in the first place 

c. Israel (10:3-4) was ignorant of God’s covenant justice, and sought to 
establish its own status of covenant membership; and did not respond to 
God’s plan 

d. 10:6-10 (cf Deut 30): Paul expounds the return from exile and restoration 
after covenant judgment: instead of the return of ethnic Israel, the message 
goes out to all nations (10:18 citing Ps 19)  
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e. Ch 11: creation is renewed through the covenant  

- 9:1-5 Paul’s grief over Israel’s failure to believe  

- 9:6-29 Story of Israel, from Abraham to Exile (God is just and 
merciful) 

- 9:30-10:21 God’s faithfulness Revealed in the Messiah 

- 11:1-36 Salvation of ‘all Israel’ in fulfillment of God’s promises 

5. 12:1-16:27 God’s call to worship, holiness, and unity 

a. The Community must live as the true, renewed humanity 

b. They must reflect God’s intention that Jew and Gentile come together as one 
worshipping body 
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1:1-4:25  

God’s righteousness and covenant faithfulness is through Jesus  

- Through whom God has brought about a single family, fulfilling the promises to 
Abraham: Family is characterized by faith  

 

1:1-17 is a dense statement of the theme: Gospel: the risen Jesus is Messiah and Lord; and 
through Him God has shown His faithfulness to the covenant and His Justice for all who 
believe  

1:1-7 Introduction and words of Praise 

A. The Gospel of God (1-5) 

1. Concerns His Son (3) 

a. Son in the OT refers to either the King of Israel or Israel herself (Cf Ps 2:7; 
89:26-27; Exod 4:22; Jer 31:9; Hos 11:1; 13:13; Mal 1:6; 1 Sam 7:14) 

b. Born of David according to the flesh (3) 

c. Declared: Son of God –His Resurrection according to the Spirit of holiness (4) 

2. To bring about the obedience of faith among the nations! (5) 

 

1:8-15 Paul’s desire to come to Rome 

1:16-17 God’s Righteousness 

A. For (16): the reason why I am eager to preach the Gospel to you: I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel  

B. For, the Gospel is the Power of God for Salvation (16) 

C. Message is for the Salvation of everyone who believes!  

1. Whether Jew or Gentile: Cf Gal 3:28; no racial, social, or gender distinctions! 

D. The Righteousness of God is revealed (17) 

1. God’s righteousness: i.e., His faithfulness to His covenant (Isa 40-55; Jer 32:41; 
Lam 3:23; Hos 2:20)  

2. Righteousness of God then refers to the fact that God will act to vindicate His people  

E. Faith to Faith (17) 

1. Cp Rom 3:21-22: based on the faithfulness of Christ and for the benefit of those who 
believe  

F. Hab 2:4: ‘The righteous shall live by faith’  

1. Thus, the righteous live by faith(fullness) 
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1:18-3:20 

1st major section is a courtroom scene: Opens with sentence being passed: Gives the 
grounds for the verdict 

Those who hear the verdict dikaios (righteous) are those who obey the Torah (2:13; 2:6-7, 
10, 13-16) and not merely hear it (cf 2:6; Ps 62:12); see also 2 Cor 5:10; 1 Cor 3:12-15; 4:5; 
Gal 6:8; Eph 6:8;  

The good works are to please Him: Rom 12:1; 14:18; 2 Cor 5:9; Eph 5:10; Phil 2:12-13; Col 
1:10; 1 Thess 4:1; 2 Thess 1:11)—those who enter by faith into the covenant community 
‘will and work for his good pleasure’ (Phil 2:13); because they received the HS; who has 
freed them from slavery to sin; we are now able to do good 

 

1:18-32 Idolatry and dehumanizing behavior  

Seems to be directed solely against the Gentiles: though he hints here that Israel is guilty 
too (made explicit in 2:17-24; Israel is in the dock (3:1-20)  

A. For, (18): Section serves as a further explanation of 1:16-17 

B. The wrath of God is revealed From Heaven (18) 

C. To those who suppress the truth in their unrighteousness 

1. God’s righteousness is contrasted with mankind’s unrighteousness (cp 1:17, 18) 

D. God’s nature (20) has been made obvious 

E. Revealed (18) so that they must suppress the Truth; and thus, they are without excuse 
(20) 

F. They knew God—of Him (21) 

G. Professing to be wise they became fools (22) 

1. Serpent’s deception was that they would be wise (Gen 3:6) 

H. Exchanged the glory of God for images of corruptible man and animals (23) 

I. God gave them over (24)  (3x God gave them over: 24, 26, 28: cf Ps 81:12) 

J. God gave them over (26) 

K. God gave them over (28) 

L. They chose not to retain the knowledge of God (28) 

M. Although they knew, they chose to disregard it (32) 

N. List of things that men are not to do (29-31) 

1. List of the ways idolatry renders one less than human 

O. Those who do such things are worthy of death (32) 
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P. Give hearty approval to those who practice them (32) 

 

Chapter 2 

2:1-16  

(provides a picture of the last judgment—future)  

A. Therefore, you are without excuse (1):  

B. We know that the judgment falls on those who do such things (2) 

C. Don’t think that you will escape when you do the same things! (3)  

D. God’s patience is not a sign of His approval; but an opportunity for repentance (4) 

E. Because you have not repented you are storing up wrath for yourselves (5) 

F. Don’t think, however, that He won’t impose justice; for He will give to everyone 
according to their deeds (6; Ps 62:12; Prov 24:12) 

G. Glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life for those who persevere in doing good (7) 

H. Wrath and indignation for those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth 
(8)  

I. Tribulation and distress for those who do evil (9): focus on the final state 

J. Glory and honor for those who do good (10): focus on the final state 

K. Jew and Greek: for God is not partial (10-11)  

L. Those who have sinned without the law (12): Gentiles  

M. Those under the law (12): Jews 

N. Just because Jews have heard the Law, does not exempt them from obeying it (13)  

1. Possessing Torah and hearing it in the synagogue does not exempt them from 
obeying it 

O. For, (14) 

1. He provides an example of doers of the Law who are not hearers of it 

2. Gentiles who show that the Law is written on their hearts 

P. After all, if God will punish the Gentile who only had the law on their conscience (14, 
15), then surely the Jew must be held accountable (12, 13) 

Q. Gentiles who do the law (14) 

1. That the law is written on their heart confirms that these are Christian gentiles as 
this is the fulfillment of the New Covenant (Jer 31:31-34; Ezek 36:26)  
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2:17-29 Challenge to the Jew  

1:18-3:20 describes the world that has worshipped other gods: Now, 2:17-29: This includes 
Israel; as indicated by her own prophets. 

A. To the Jews who boast: (17-20) 

1. We rely upon the law (17): They are sitting back and claiming that possession of it 
makes them God’s special people 

2. Boast in God  

3. Know His will: Approve superior things; instructed by the law (18) 

4. Guides for the blind; light for those in darkness; an instructor of the foolish, teachers 
of infants (19-20)  

5. Having in the law—knowledge and truth: in theory, then, Israel, by having the 
Torah, is in a position to be a light to the world 

B. Therefore, how come (21-23):  

1. Do not teach yourselves; steal; commit adultery; rob temples; break the law and 
dishonor God?  

a. ‘You’ (singular) does not mean every individual Jew; but the nation as a 
whole 

b. Paul charges Israel with unfaithfulness (Cp Ps 50:16-20) 

C. You who boast in the Law, you dishonor God (23) 

1. They were supposed to bring honor to God through the nations: Such was the 
purpose of Torah  

2. As it is written: ‘God’s name is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you’ 
(24:see especially Isa 52:5; Ezek 36:20-23: both passages go on to speak of the 
herald that announces good news (Isa 52:7) and the gift of a new spirit (Ezek 36) 

D. For, circumcision has value when one follows the law! (25: cf 1 Cor 7:19; 2 Cor 3:4-6; 
Phil 3:3): To not practice the law makes one’s circumcision non-circumcision 

E. Uncircumcised who keeps the law becomes the circumcised (26; cf Ezek 36:37; Deut 
30:16) 

F. In fact, if an uncircumcised person follows the law, then they will condemn the one 
who—though circumcised—does not follow the law (27) 

G. For, (Paul explains): there are 2 types of Jews  

1. ‘Jew’ and ‘circumcision’: belong to the ‘secret/heart/spirit people, not to the 
visibility/flesh/letter people’; cf Phil 3:3 

2. God has done what He promised (Cf Deut 30; Ezek 36)  

H. Being a Jew is an inner transformation!: Circumcision is circumcision of the heart (29) 
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Chapter 3 

3:1-8 Israel’s faithlessness and God’s faithfulness 

The world that has worshipped other gods may now be included; this now raises the 
following questions 

 3:1-9 What is the point of being part of the chosen people: how is God righteous in 

all this?  

 3:10-18 Jews are equally guilty  

A. Is there any advantage to being a Jew physically? (1) 

1. They were given the oracles/Scriptures (2) 

B. What if some did not believe? (3): This will not nullify the plan of God (3b) ‘faithfulness 
of God’  

C. ‘May it never be’ (4): Cites Ps 51:4: prayer of repentance ascribed to David after his sin 
with Bathsheba 

D. God appears to be unjust if He is viewed as a party in the lawsuit (5-6) 

E. But if God’s glory is being advanced through Israel’s lie, then what is the problem? (7-
8): the failure of Israel has brought about the Gospel!  

F. Some are slandering Paul as if he were saying, ‘let us do evil that good may come’ (8) 

 

3:9-20 Torah Affirms that the Jews are guilty too 

A. Are we better than they? (9): No, not at all (9) 

B. One’s privileges do not relate to one’s standing before God because all are under sin (9): 
String of biblical quotations (10-18) 

1. No one is righteous (10: anticipates the conclusion in verse 20: Eccl 7:20; Ps 14:1; Ps 
53); No one understands or seeks God (11); All have turned aside (12); Wicked 
speech (13-14; Ps 5:9; 140:3; 10:7); Violent behavior (15-17; Isa 59:7-8; Ps 36:2) 

C. The Law speaks to those under the law (19) 

D. Because no flesh will be justified in His sight (20): Law brings knowledge of sin: 
therefore, no one will be justified by works of the Law 

1. Lit. ‘all flesh will not be justified’: alludes to Ps 143:2 

a. Conclusion: God as righteous must judge the wicked; but they can cast 
themselves before God’s righteousness to find deliverance!  

2. Shall no flesh be justified  

a. Those who have ‘works of the law’ (i.e., Jews: they cannot use the fact that 
they have Torah and are a member of God’s covenant people) will not be 
justified because Torah simply reminds one that one is a sinner 
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b. Torah doesn’t support the Jews claim that they were different from the 
Gentiles; instead it shows that they are the same as the Gentiles—sinners  

 

 

 

3:21-4:25 God’s faithfulness to the covenant 

3:21-4:25 addresses the question of what happens when God’s intended faithfulness to the 
covenant appears to conflict with the demands of God’s righteousness: Ans: God has been 
true to both in Jesus the Messiah  

- 3:22: Through the faithfulness of the Messiah  

- God accomplished in Christ what Israel failed to accomplish  

- Jesus was faithful in His death; this was the means of dealing with sin  

- Membership into His community is through faith and not Torah  

o Torah restricts membership to Jews and proselytes  

4:1-25 All this comes about in the fulfillment of the covenant with Abraham  

Gen 15 is the one chapter that Paul is evoking 

Messiah is the one who offered to God the obedience that Israel was supposed to offer 
(Rom 5:19; Phil 2:8) 

What is needed is a faithful Israelite (3:21-22) 

3:21-22 summarizes the whole argument of 3:21-4:2: Summary: God’s righteousness has 
been manifested apart from Torah, though Torah and the prophets bear witness to it 

God’s covenant faithfulness, His faithfulness to His promises to Abraham and the whole 
world, was put into effect through the death of Jesus, for the benefit of all who share 
Abraham’s faith 

 

3:21-26 God’s Righteousness Revealed Through Jesus 

A. But Now (21); Present time (26) 

B. Apart from the Law (21): Not apart from God’s plan; but apart from Torah 

C. God’s righteousness has been manifested in Jesus (21-22; not ‘righteousness from God’ 
as in the NIV?): God’s faithfulness to His plan (cf Ps 143)  

D. Through the faithfulness of Jesus (22; cf 1:17): How was He faithful?: Death (24-26)!  

1. This is the whole key! God has accomplished what he planned through Israel’s 
faithful representative  

E. Witnesses by the Law and the Prophets (21)  
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F. ‘For’ (i.e., the reason why it is this way) is because all have sinned and fallen short of the 
glory of God (23) 

1. ‘sinned’: past completed action (translations often have it in the perfect) 

2. ‘fallen short’: Present: a continuous event  

G. Therefore, they must be justified ‘freely’ by His grace (24) and thus, redeemed  

1. Being justified refers to ‘all who believe’ (22a, 26, 28-30) and not the ‘all who have 
sinned’ (23) 

H. How can such guilty persons be declared ‘justified’? 

1. It is a gift (24): It is by God’s grace (dominate theme in chs 5-6)  

2. Through the redemption that is in Jesus  

a. Redeemed (Gk. apolytrosis): slave term; used for slaves whose freedom has 
been purchased 

b. This is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham in Gen 15:13-14: fulfilled 
now in Jesus: God’s covenant faithfulness is revealed (i.e., His righteousness) 

I. God displayed Jesus publicly as a propitiation (25) 

J. This was to demonstrate His righteousness (25-26)  

K. God passed over the sins previously committed (25): God has now, however, punished 
sins as they deserve! 

L. Just and the Justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus (24, 26) 

1. God is both the righteous judge (Just) and the covenant God (justifier)  

2. The display of God’s righteousness in the death of Jesus is the basis for God’s 
declaring them to be his people  

M. One who ‘has’ faith in Jesus (26) 

N. Through Christ who is our ‘propitiation’/ ‘atonement’ (Gk. Hilasterion: atoning 
sacrifice): a provision from God: Reflects the servant song of Isa 52:13-53:12  

 

3:27-31 One God, One Faith, One People  

A. ‘Therefore’ (27): indicates a conclusion to the statement about the revelation of God’s 
righteousness in Jesus’ faithfulness to death 

B. Where then is boasting (27; cf. 2:17-20)?: Jewish boasting: ‘we possess the Torah, 
therefore, we are God’s people’: It is excluded! 

C. For, a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law (28) 

1. Thus, God declares a person ‘righteous’ on the basis of the faithfulness of Jesus and 
apart from the law   
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D. ‘Or’ is God the God of Jews only (29) 

1. The implication is that if justification were by possession of the Torah, then it would 
be for Jews only!  

E. God will justify the Jew by faith and gentile through faith: is one (30; cf Deut 6:4) 

1. Both Jew and Gentile are justified by faith 

F. We establish the Law (31): This is how the Torah is fulfilled!  

 

Chapter 4 

4:1-25 

Abraham is the father of all who believe 

This chapter is not about how Abraham got justified, but about God’s faithfulness to his 
promises to Abraham and the giving of him a worldwide family 

Paul gives an analysis of Gen 15 and demonstrates that the promises to Abraham were 
not conditioned by works (4:2-8); nor by circumcision (4:9-12); nor by Torah (4:13-15) 

Once it is established that Abraham was not circumcised when he was ‘reckoned’ as 
righteous (Gen 15); then might it actually be that it is from ‘uncircumcised people’ 
(Gentiles) into which Jews gain admittance? : Abraham is more like the gentiles 

- Gen 15: Abraham wonders how God will fulfill His covenant when he has no 
children (2): God reminds Abraham that He will do so and in fact gives him an 
innumerable number of descendants; Abraham believes (6): God adds the 
promise of land 

- Two promises in Gen 15: land and family    

4:2-8 asks the question on the basis of works 

4:9-12 asks the question of entrance on the basis of circumcision 

4:13-15 asks the question of entrance on the basis of Torah  

4:16-17 Ans: it is through Faith  

4:18-22 Highlights that it all depends on God’s promises and power and that Abraham’s 
faith consisted of looking away from himself to trusting in God; the opposite of mankind in 
1:18-23 

4:23-25 Result: all who believe are part of Abraham’s family (i.e., Jews and Gentiles) 

4:18-25; 9:30-10:13 begins to explain why ‘faith’ is the badge  
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4:1-8 Abraham: Believing the Promise  

A. What then did Abraham find? (1)  

1. Or, ‘what then shall we say?’ Have we found Abraham to be our forefather according 
to the flesh?; i.e., ‘in what sense have we found Abraham to be our father?’  

a. i.e., Paul is setting forward a view that would limit Abraham’s family to 
Judaism; which Paul then rejects  

2. Thus, Paul is asking if we (Christians; Jews and Gentiles) have found Abraham 
to be our father in the flesh?  

B. For, if Abraham and his family were defined by Torah, then they would also be defined 
by the works of the Torah, and would have reason to boast (2) 

C. For, Abraham: Scripture says that he ‘believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness’ (3; Gen 15:6) 

1. Thus, though Abraham was a sinner, God justified him on the basis of his faith  

D. After all, if it were by works, then: It would not be a gift (4) 

E. Believes in Him who justifies the ungodly (5) 

1. This makes Abraham the father of gentiles who come to faith!  

F. Faith is reckoned as righteousness (5) 

G. David blesses the man who is reckoned righteous (6; Ps 32:1, 2) 

 

4:9-17 Abraham: the Father of All Who Believe 

The promise is available to all!  

A. Is the blessing upon the circumcision or the uncircumcised? (9) 

1. Returns to the question of 4:1; from a different angle: now it is ‘to whom do the 
Abrahamic promises belong?’: that is, do these promises apply only to the 
circumcised?  

B. Namely, Abraham was saved before he was circumcised! (11) 

1. He was saved in Gen. 15:6; and circumcised in Gen 17:10ff: Circumcision was a seal 
of the righteousness ‘he had by faith’ (11) 

2. Seal of the righteousness of the faith he had while uncircumcised (cf Gen 17:11) 

3. Thus, he is the father of all who believe without being circumcised (11) 

C. Result is that both Jews and Gentiles may enter (12) 

D. For, (13: explaining what was just said) 

E. The promise was not through the Law that God made the promise to Abraham (13); 
Law didn’t exist; Furthermore, law only condemns because no one can fulfill it (15) 
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F. Promised inheritance was the Holy Land, but Paul extends it to the whole world (13) 

1. Develops the thought of Gen 12:2; 18:18; 22:18: all nations blessed through 
Abraham 

2. Israel as a light unto the nations: (Isa 11:10-14; 42:1, 6; 49:6; 54:3; 65:16; Jer 4:2; 
Zech 9:10) 

3. Messiah will rule the world (Ps 72:8-11; Cf 8:12-30) 

G. For, (reason why the promise is for all): if those who are of Torah are heirs, then faith is 
made void and the promise is nullified (14) 

1. For, the law brings wrath (15; 3:19-20) 

2. Thus, if the promise were to those who had the Torah, then no one would inherit the 
promises  

H. For this reason it is by faith—or no one would inherit the promises (16) 

I. Abraham is the father of us all (16): As it is written: ‘a father of many nations I have 
made you’ (17: Gen 17:5) 

 

4:18-22 God gives life to the dead  

A. He believed that he might become the father of many nations (18) 

B. His own body, now as good as dead (19) 

C. Grew strong in faith: giving glory to God (20) 

D. Reckoned to him as righteousness (22; Gen 15:6) 

 

4:23-25 Meaning of Christian Faith 

A. Paul declares that Gen 15 was for us, too (23-24) 

B. God’s covenant faithfulness was displayed in Jesus: 

1. Who was given up for our transgression (25; Isa 53:5, 12) 

2. Who was raised up for our justification  

a. The servant in Isa 53 rises to make many righteous (53:11) 
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5:1-8:39 

Strong and clear summary statements of what justification is: It is the product of God’s 
self-giving love 

Justification is not attributed to anything on the part of the justified, but to the work 
of the Messiah 

 He died at the right time for the ungodly (5:6) 

 He died while we were still sinners (5:8) 

 Justified in His blood (5:9) 

 We were reconciled through the death of His Son (5:10) 

4 stages of redemption: from Egypt, through the Red Sea, To Sinai, to the Promised Land 

 Ch 5: Redemption from sin 

 Ch 6: Baptism  

 Ch 7: Law 

 Ch 8: renewal of Cosmos  

 

5:1-11 

Argument is:  If God loved sinners enough to send His Son to die for them, then surely He 
will complete what He started  

A. Therefore (1): Since ‘we have been justified’ (1)  

1. Past tense; accomplished; completed; done!  

B. Present blessings that accompany those who live by faith 

1. We have Peace with God: present  

2. Reconciliation: personal between us and God; Peace also filters into the community  

C. ‘We exult/rejoice/boast in the hope of the glory of God’ (2) 

D. We also exult/rejoice/boast in our sufferings (3): Present existence is also one of 
suffering 

1. Holy Spirit has already been poured out in our hearts! (5): HS is the means by which 
we endure suffering (8:12-30) 

2. We rejoice because suffering/tribulation produces: perseverance, character, and 
hope (3-4) 

E. Hope does not disappoint us: i.e., it will not let us down (5) 

F. The love of God is poured out in the Holy Spirit (5): Holy Spirit is the sign of God’s 
eternal presence and His promise that will result in hope accomplished (cf 8:24-28; 2 
Cor 1:22; 5:5; Eph 1:14)  
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G. For,  (6): When we were dead in sin, Christ died for us (6): It’s hard to find a person 
who will die for the good man (7): Yet, Christ died for us while we were His enemies (8) 

H. Much more then (9): We shall be saved from the wrath through the Son (9-10; cf 1:18-
3:20) 

I. If we were reconciled while we were enemies, then clearly we shall be saved by His life 
(10) 

J. We exult/rejoice/boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ (11) 

 

5:12-21 Adam to Jesus the Messiah 

Section focuses on the parallel and contrast of Adam and Christ (cp 1 Cor 15:21-22): 
Theme: clash of the kingdoms  

A. For this reason: (a summary; conclusion drawn from what has been said in 5:1-11)  

1. The death of Jesus, God’s act of covenant faithfulness, has dealt with sin; God’s love 
revealed on the cross will bring salvation to those who are justified; and the 
presence of the Spirit is the Love of God poured into the hearts of those who believe, 
transforming them into the true humanity 

B. Comparison between Adam and Jesus (12): Adam: sin entered the world through him 
and death through sin 

C. Sin was in the world before the Law (13): Evident because death was present  

D. 2 points: (15-17) 

1. Free gift is not like the transgression (15) 

a. Sin brought death 

b. Free gift brought life from that death 

2. Free gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned (16) 

a. One sin brought condemnation 

E. Those who receive this gift will reign (17; Dan 7:27) 

F. Sin through one transgression resulting in condemnation: Justification through one act 
of righteousness resulting in life (18)  

G. For, (further explanation) (19):  

1. Adam’s disobedience gave the status of sinners 

2. Christ’s obedience gave the many the status of being ‘righteous’  

H. Torah only increased the trespass (20)  

I. God has done what Torah could not (21): Grace might reign: through righteousness to 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord  
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6:1-11 

A. Are we to continue in sin? (1): God forbid! The essence of salvation was to die to sin, 
therefore, how can we live in it any longer? (2) 

B. We have been baptized into His death (3) 

C. Through the resurrection we too might walk in newness of life (4-5) 

D. For, (5): ‘We shall be like Him in the likeness of His resurrection’ (5) 

E. Knowing this: that our old man was crucified with Him (6): We are in fact ‘freed from 
sin’ (7) 

F. Conclusion (8-10) 

1. Opening statement: If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with Him (8)  

2. Christ has been raised and will never die again (9) 

3. For, He died to sin (10): He lives to God  

G. Consider yourselves dead to sin (11)  

 

6:12-14 

A.  Therefore, (12): If Messiah died to sin and rose to life in God’s domain and you have 
been united with Him in baptism, then you too have died to sin and are alive to God in 
Christ; therefore, ‘don’t let sin reign!’ (12; cf 5:21) 

B. Do not present (suggests obedience to a master) your members to sin (13): Present 
yourselves to God (13) 

C. For, sin shall not be master over you (14) 

 

6:15-23 

A. Shall we sin since we are not under Law? (15) 

B. Evidence of whom one is a slave to; is to whom one gives allegiance in his conduct (16) 

C. I am speaking in human terms (19) 

D. Just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity, so now present members as 
slaves to righteousness (19)  

E. Formerly you were free from righteousness (20): The outcome of such was shame and 
death (21) 

F. Now you are free from sin (22) 

G. ‘For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life’ (23) 

1. Result of living in sin is death 

2. Gift of God is eternal life 
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7:1-8:11 

7:1-6 Freedom from sin: illustration from husband/wife  

A. Law has jurisdiction while he lives (1) 

B. Marriage (2-3): The law binds the husband and wife: If the husband dies, then she is 
free from the law and the husband and joins to another without issue 

C. You died to the law (4; 6:2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 11) 

D. And are joined to another (4): We are the bride of Christ (cf 2 Cor 11::2; Eph 5:25-32; 
Rev 19:7-9; 21:2, 9)  

E. We were in the flesh, and the Law aroused the sinful passions which were at work to 
bear fruit for death (5): Christians are not ‘in the flesh’ but ‘in the Spirit’ (8:9)   

F. Now, we have been released from the Law (6)  

 

7:7-25 

1) 7:7-12: Are we saying that the Law is sin? No! 

2) 7:13-20: Did this good Law cause my death?  No!  

3) 7:21-25: the Law cannot give life and I cannot attain it 

 

7:7-12 The Law 

A. Is the Law sin? (7): ‘God forbid’! (7): I would not have known sin except for the Law (7) 

B. For, I would not have known coveting if not for the Law (8)  

C. Apart from the Law sin is dead (8) 

D. I once was alive apart from the Law (9) 

E. When the commandment came, sin became alive (9) 

F. Law was given to result in life (10; Cf Deut 30:15-20): The Spirit will fulfill this intention 
(cf 8:1-11)  

G. However, it only resulted in death (10) 

H. Sin deceived me and killed me (11) 

I. Law is holy and the commandment is holy, righteous, and good (12) 

 

7:13-20 Sins brings Death  

A. Therefore, was the good Law responsible for sin? (13): No! 

B. Instead, it was sin (13a): Law is not sin: only reveals sin (13b) 

1. In order that: the intended result/purpose was that it would be shown to be sin 
and in order that  sin might ‘abound/become utterly sinful’  
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2. God brought Torah so that sin could be surfaced and be shown to sin 

3. Thus, where sin increased Grace abounded all the more (5:20) 

4. It has been condemned in the flesh of the Messiah who represented Israel (8:3)  

C. For, Torah is spiritual but I am of flesh; sold into slavery to sin (14) 

D. For, what I am doing I do not understand (15) 

E. If I do the thing I don’t wish to do, then I agree with the Torah that it is good (16) 

1. In wishing to do Torah, one acknowledges that the Torah is good 

F. It is sin doing it in me (17) 

G. For, (18) 

H. I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells within me (20) 

1. Israel, though guilty of all that is true of Adamic humanity (cf 2:17-3:9), there is still 
nothing wrong with being Israel: in fact, the Jew has advantages (cf 3:1-2) 

 

7:21-25 God’s Law and Sin’s Law  

A. The me who wishes to do good (22)—i.e., I concur with the law of God (22)—sees a 
different law at work in his members (23)  

B. Makes me a prisoner (23) (cf 1 Cor 15:53-57): ‘Wretched man that I am’ (24): Who will 
set me free? (24): Sets up the conclusion of ch 8! (see 8:11)  

C. Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord (25; 5:21) 

D. With my mind I am serving the Law of God (25) 

E. With my flesh I am serving the Law of sin (25)  

 

Rom 8 is one of Paul’s greatest expositions of the Spirit 

- Emphasizes the present work of the Spirit in anticipation of the future work of 
resurrection 

- Spirit indwells us just as the Shekinah indwelt the Temple  

- The Spirit thus takes on the role of the Cloud and Fire in the Exodus story  

 

8:1-11 Life through the Son and the Spirit  

Life is the thread that runs through 8:1-11 

- It is what the Law could not give  

- God has now done in the Messiah what the Torah could not do!  

- He has condemned sin in the flesh of the Messiah!  
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- And He created through the Spirit what Torah wanted to create but could not 
because of sinful flesh  

A. Therefore, there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ (1); i.e., who live 
according to the Spirit (4) 

B. For, (explanation as to why there is no condemnation) (2) ans: God has liberated us!  

1. The Law of the Spirit of life  

2. In Christ Jesus (not ‘through’ as in the NIV)  

a. Jesus represented his people 

3. Set you free: Exodus language 

4. From the law of sin and death  

C. God did what the Law could not do (3)  

1. God condemned sin in the flesh of Jesus, so that the life offered through the Law 
could be given to those who were led by the Spirit 

2. Cf the in order that of 5:20; 7:13:  

a. The Law came in order that trespass might increase (5:20)  

b. Sin worked through death in order that it might be shown as sin  

c. This happened in order that sin might increase  

d.  God sent Torah in order that sin might be drawn to one place and might be 
dealt with in that one place: upon the Messiah 

D. Condemned sin in the flesh (3): i.e., the flesh of Jesus  

1. Sending His own Son (cf 8:32; 5:10; 1:3-4; Gal 4:4) 

2. Sent in the ‘likeness’ of sinful flesh  

a. Jesus was truly human  

b. Paul avoids saying that Jesus was sent in ‘sinful flesh’ because He was not 
guilty of sin (cf John 7:18; 8:46; 2 Cor 5:21; Heb 4:15; 7:26; 1 Pet 2:22)  

3. And as an offering for sin: This is the offering for ‘ignorant’ sins: those sins which 
one sinned without realizing it, or while intending not to  

a. Thus, Jesus is the sin offering that answers the problem addressed in 7:15  

E. In order that (divine purpose) the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us (4; 
7:10; Ezek 36:26, 27)  

1. Cf 7:10: The life the Torah intended to give to God’s people is now given by His Spirit  

2. Who do not walk according to the flesh: i.e., the rebellious human nature: humanity 
both as mortal and rebellious 

3. But according to the Spirit: i.e., the Holy Spirit (cf 1:4; 8:9-11, 12-27)   
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F. Flesh v Spirit: each characterized by a way of thinking (5-6) 

1. Thinking of the flesh is death (6)  

2. Thinking of the Spirit is life and peace  

G. Because : the reason why flesh-thinking is death is because: It is hostile to God (7) 

1. Such persons cannot please God (implication is that those in the Spirit can do so! See 
8:28) 

H. You are in the Spirit (9; Gal 4:29) 

1. The Spirit indwells you: Spirit indwells us just as the Shekinah indwelt the Temple 
(cf 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19)  

2. Result is the guarantee of resurrection (10-11)  

I. Answers the question of 7:24: Christ is in you (10) 

J. Spirit of Him who raised Jesus dwells in you (11; cf 1 Cor 15): He who raised Jesus will 
also give life to your mortal bodies; through His Spirit  

 

8:12-30 The Inheritance Guaranteed 

8:12-17 Led by the Spirit  

A. Thus, we have an obligation/debtors (12); Not to the flesh; If you live that way you will 
die (13) 

B. If by the Spirit you will live (13) 

C. For, (explains to whom we are indebted; not just why we will live): Those led by the 
Spirit are sons of God (14) 

1. Led by the Spirit; imagery taken from the Exodus and wilderness wanderings: cloud 
and fire (cf Exod 13:21-22; 14:19, 24; 40:38; Num 9:15-23; 10:34; 14:14; Deut 1:33; 
Neh 9:12, 19; Ps 78:14; 105:39)  

2. These are sons of God! (cf Isa 1:2; Hos 1:10; 11:1) 

D. Not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear (15; Gal 4:8-11) 

1. The Holy Spirit is not leading us back to Egypt!  

E. Instead, a Spirit of adoption to Sons (15)  

F. We cry out ‘Abba, Father’ (cf Gal 4:6) 

G. The Spirit bears witness that we are children of God (16) 

H. Heirs, too (17) 

1. Heirs of God 

2. Fellow heirs with Christ: If we suffer with Him (17; Mark 8:34-38) 
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I. In order that, we might be glorified with Him (17) 

1. Adoption:  Roman adoptions had several distinctive characteristics: 

a. Adopted child has all legal rights as natural born children 

b. Full heirs of the father’s estate 

c. Old life and debts are cancelled  

2. The Sprit bears witness (16): Thus, the presence of the Spirit in the life of the 
believer serves as a testimonial of his ‘sonship’ (cf Eph 1:14; 2 Cor 1:22; 5:5) 

3. This includes sharing in His sufferings (17) and His glory (cf John 17:24) 

 

8:18-30 Renewal of All Things  

A. For, I consider (18) 

B. These present sufferings will not compare with the eternal glory awaiting us (18; 2 Cor 
4:17) 

C. Anxious longing of creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God (19)  

1. For, creation was subjected to frustration (20) 

2. Creation will be set free from slavery to corruption (21) 

3. This happens when the glory of the children of God occurs (21)  

D. For, the whole creation ‘groans’ and ‘suffers’ (22) 

E. We ourselves groan (23) 

F. Having the ‘firstfruits’ of the Spirit (23; 2 Cor 1:22; 5:5; Eph 1:14)  

1. Having: God’s future redemption has already come into the present (cf 8:4, 9-11, 13-
17) 

G. We await our adoption as sons (23) 

1. Already/not yet: we have been adopted (15) and are children of God (16-17)  

H. This Glory includes the redemption of our bodies (23; 8:11; 1 Cor 15:54; 2 Cor 5:1-5; 
Phil 3:21) 

I. We were saved in ‘hope’ (24): Therefore, we must strain with ‘perseverance’ for it (24); 
Hope for what is unseen: then has a future referent (contrast is between what is present 
and future and not what is earthly and heavenly)  

J. Spirit, also, helps us in our weaknesses (26); Includes prayer: for we do not know what 
to pray; Spirit intercedes for us (so does Christ: 34) 

K. God knows the mind of the Spirit (27) 

L. Our present sufferings are leading us to conformity to the image of His Son (29) 
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M. But we know that God is causing all things to work for good (28); To those who love 
God; To those who are called according to His purpose  

N. Result of the process is that we will ‘become conformed to the image of His Son’ (29) 

1. Refers back to 1:18: the image of God that has been distorted by idolatry and 
immorality is restored through Jesus: This is the purpose for which we were called, 
chosen, and predestined 

2. Conformity to the Son means conformity in His death: hence, ‘that He might be the 
firstborn’ (29; cf 3:10-11)   

O. Those God Foreknew-Predestined-called-justified-glorified (29-30)  

1. Thus, the believer has no reason for concern: what God has begun He will complete 
(Phil 1:6) 

2. Foreknowledge: means more than just advanced knowledge; connected with ‘call’ 
(cf 1:1; Gal 1:15) 

3. Predestined: references God’s setting people apart in advance (with ‘foreknow’) for 
a purpose 

4. Called: through the Gospel to announce His lordship: for Paul, ‘called’ refers to a 
person who responds in faith to the Gospel (1 Thess 1:4-5; 2 Thess 2:13-14) 

5. Justified: by faith  

6. Glorified: already seated with Him in the heavenly realm (Eph 2:6) 

 

8:31-39 Nothing can Separate Us from the Love of God 

Argument is simple: since God’s love has done so much for Christians there is no power 
that can shake love from completing the job (cf 5:6-10; 1 Cor 15:20-28)  

Biblical allusions and echoes: 

1) 32: Abraham and Isaac in Gen 22 

2) 34: 3rd servant song Isa 50:4-9 (note the servant songs are traditionally applied to 
Jesus; here the church?)—the song is one of the servant standing before hostile 
enemies, trusting in God and awaiting His vindication 

3) 34: Jesus intercedes for us alludes to Isa 53:12 

4) 34: Jesus at the right hand of God Ps 110:1  

5) 36: sheep to be slaughtered cites Ps 44:22; and alludes to Isa 53:7 (this Psalm—cp 
Ps 89—celebrates God’s love for Israel evidenced by His deliverance from their 
enemies, as seen in the Exodus; then turns to complaint because the enemies are 
prevailing; this time they are suffering because they are loyal to YHWH; the Psalm 
concludes that God must wake up and unveil His covenant faithfulness): it is a Psalm 
of faith in the midst of tribulation!—in this suffering we are sharing Christ’s 
suffering and image (8:17, 29)  
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A. If God is for us, who is against us? (31): Answer: ‘no one’  

1. Because God having not spared his Son, will now give us all things (32) 

B. Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? (33): Answer: ‘no one’  

1. Because God is the one who justifies (33) 

C. Who shall condemn us? (34): Answer: ‘no one’  

1. Because Christ died, was raised, and now intercedes (34) 

D. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ (35): Answer: ‘no one’ (not tribulation, 
distress, persecution, nor famine—events, threats, circumstances)  

1. Because we are victorious through the one who loved us (37) 

E. Nothing can separate us from the love of God (38-39) 

1. For, (38): Neither, death, life, angels, principalities, things present, things to come, 
powers, height, depth, nor any created thing (forces that might stand behind the 
physical threats listed in 35) 
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9:1-11:36 

Chs 9-11 highlight the ironic failure of Israel to believe: Jesus is the means of salvation to 
the nations; Paul’s hope is that they will see that the gentiles have received all of the 
promises and blessings that were theirs in Christ and to come and share in the new 
covenant  

2 questions:  

1) The problem of ethnic Israel 

2) The issue of God’s faithfulness  

 

9:1-5 Grief over Israel’s Failure to Believe 

A. Paul wishes that he himself were cut off from Christ (3; cf Exod 32:30-34; Num 21:3; 
Deut 7:26); For the sake of my fellow Jews (3)  

B. Privileges that are Israel’s (4): Adoption as sons (8:14-30); Glory (8:18, 21); Covenants; 
Giving of the Law (7:1-8:11 explains the story of the Law and its fulfillment in Jesus) 

C. From them (Israel) comes the Messiah; Who is over all, God blessed forever (5) 

 

9:6-29 Story of Israel: Abraham to Exile: God’s Justice in Judgment   

Paul is telling the story of Israel from Abraham to Exile and beyond: runs through 10:21: 
Namely, that it was always a story of promise and fulfillment; one of grace and tragic 
failure; Israel always being narrowed down to a final ‘remnant’; story climaxes with the 
Messiah (10:3-4); God has always spelled out one son and not the other; one twin; one 
group; one small remnant 

Story: 

1) God called Israel through Abraham and his family to undo the sin of Adam 

2) Torah’s effect was to draw sin to one place so that it might be dealt with there—i.e., 
in the flesh of the Messiah 

3) God’s purpose in election was to narrow it down to one person, the Messiah 

a. God’s purpose in election was to narrow down Israel in order to save the world 
(cf 2:17-29; 4:13-25) 

b. Thus, by Israel’s sin came salvation to the nations (11:11-12, 15) 

 

9:6-13 Israel’s patriarchal foundation (9:6 implied question corresponds to 3:3) 

A. God’s word has not failed (6; cf 3:3); Thematic statement for all of 9:6-11:36; Cf Isa 
55:11; 40:8 

B. For, (reason why): not all Israel are Israel (6) 

1. ‘Israel’ from this point on has 2 referents (esp important to note in 11:25-26) 
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C. Not all Abraham’s ‘seed’ are Abraham’s ‘children’ (7) 

1. A distinction is made between Abraham’s ‘children’ and his ‘seed/descendant’ 

2. ‘Through Isaac your ‘seed’ will be named’ (citing Gen 21:12)  

3. Only Isaac was the ‘seed/descendant’ of Abraham (cf Gal 4:21-31)  

D. Children of the flesh are not the children of God (8); The Children of the promise are 
‘seeds/descendants’ (8)   

1. Family divides between children of the ‘flesh’ and of the ‘promise’ 

E. Word of Promise: ‘Sarah will have a son’ (9; Gen 18, 21): Thus, the Word of God has not 
failed (9:6)! 

F. Rebekah also (10) 

1. ‘Same father’: Lest someone argue that since Isaac and Ishmael had different 
mothers, their character was somehow different; now Jacob-Esau are mentioned, 
who had the same mother and father  

2. ‘Before they were born’ (11): lest someone suggest that it was based on their moral 
character 

3. ‘In order that God’s purpose according to His choice might stand’; ‘because of Him 
who calls’ (11): i.e., it all has to do with God’s sovereign purpose  

G. It was said, ‘the older will serve the younger’ (12; Gen 25:23) 

H. Just as it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated’ (13; Mal 1:2-3) 

 

9:14-18 The exodus (9:14 question corresponds to 3:5) 

A. Is God then unjust? (9:14; cf 3:5); May it never be!  

B. ‘I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy’ (15; Exod 33:19) 

C. ‘For this purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate my power . . . and that My Name might 
be proclaimed throughout the whole earth’ (17; Exod 9:6) 

1. Context of Exod 9 is that God is speaking to Pharaoh, through Moses, explaining why 
He has not struck him dead 

2. It is ‘God’s kindness that leads to repentance’ (2:4-6) 

D. It does not depend on man, but on God (16) 

E. He has mercy on whom He desires and He hardens whom He desires (18)  

 

9:19-29 And God’s judgment that led to exile, and through it, to the fulfillment of 
God’s worldwide promise to Abraham (9:19 question corresponds to 3:7) 

- Paul tells the story of Israel from Abraham to the promise of return from Exile 
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- At each point the story declares that God intended to affirm that not all 
Abraham’s physical descendants were the true covenant family, but only those 
upon whom God had mercy, in order that He might be faithful to His promises 

- If God doesn’t act, then Israel, too, would have been destroyed and the promises 
would never have been fulfilled  

A. Why does He still find fault? (19; cf 3:6) 

B. Israel in fact has no right to reply to God (20); Potter and the clay (19-20; Jer 18:1-17; 
Isa 29:16) 

1. Prophet watches the potter remold a ruined vessel and hears YAHWEH announce 
that He will do the same to Israel 

C. What if God . . . (22-23) 

1. God wanted to reveal his power; God has, with patience, put up with them  

D. Even us, whom He called (24); Called: is the means by which God’s summons evokes 
faith; From Jews and from Gentiles 

E. As Hosea says, (25-26; Hos 2:23; 1:10): ‘Those who were not My people, My people’; ‘In 
the place . . . they shall be called ‘sons of the living God’’ 

1. The quotes from Hosea originally refer to Israel that had been cast away for 
infidelity and became ‘not my people’ 

2. These passages speak of the restoration Israel can expect after exile 

3. Paul takes this to refer to Gentiles too 

F. Isaiah cries out (27-28; cf Isa 10:22-23): Isa 10 informs them that only a remnant will 
return; out of the remnant will emerge the ‘seed’  

G. Except the Lord had left us a posterity . . . Sodom and Gomorrah (29; Isa 1:9): Without 
the remnant/seed, Israel would have been devastated  

H. Behold I lay in Zion (33; Isa 28:16) 

 

9:30-10:21 

The story now moves from exile to the Messiah and the renewal of the covenant through 
Him  

1) 10:4 the Messiah is the goal of the Torah (Cf 9:5) 

2) 10:6-8 (Deut 30:12-14): prediction of the true return from exile  

The story climaxes in 10:13 

The thought from 9:6 is still continuing at this point: Paul has been telling the story of Israel 
and the covenant 

- Began with Abr, Isaac, Jacob (9:6-13) 

- Continues with Moses and Pharaoh; and the Golden Calf (9:14-18) 
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- Period of the prophets, who warned the people of exile (9:19-29) 

9:30-33 

A. Gentiles did not pursue righteousness but attained it (30)  

1. Righteousness: membership within the covenant  

2. They did so not by following the Law but by faith (30) 

B. Israel pursued a law of righteousness but did not arrive at it (31) 

1. Sought covenant membership through the law  

C. Stumbled over the stumbling stone (32; cf Isa 28:16; 8:14; Dan 2:34-45): The stone is 
Jesus (cf 10:11—where the same passage is cited and it clearly refers to Jesus)  

 

10:1-21  

10:1-4 

A. Prayer is for their salvation (1) 

B. For, they have a zeal for God but not in accordance with knowledge (2)  

C. For, seeking to establish ‘their own’ righteousness (3); Instead of submitting to ‘God’s 
righteousness’ which was for all who would believe (10:11-13)! 

D. I.e., they did not know about God’s righteousness (3) 

1. His covenant faithfulness that would include all who believe!  

a. Reformation theology (as evidenced by many English translations) would 
have us believe that ‘righteousness’ denotes a status that we have and that is 
now bestowed on us by faith: calling it the ‘righteousness of God’ affirms that 
this status comes from God  

2. The 1st and 3rd occurrences (‘righteousness of God’) refer to God’s own 
righteousness—His covenant faithfulness  

3. The 2nd occurrence references Israel’s covenant status that they tried to establish 
for itself  

4. They failed to recognize that it was not just for them but for the world 

E. For, Christ is the end/goal of the Law (4) 

1. Telos: end or goal (Cf 2 Cor 11:15; Phil 3:19) 

2. Thus, Paul is not saying the Law has been done away with; but that it has reached its 
fulfillment  

3. Israel’s problem was that, though they boast in the Law, they dishonor God by 
breaking it (2:23); the solution is to find a new way to fulfill Torah: faith in the 
Messiah; ‘for all who believe!’  
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10:5-13 

A. For: this passage is an advanced explanation of why the Messiah is the goal of the Law 
(5) 

B. Moses indeed says that the one who ‘practices the righteousness based on law shall live’ 
(5; Lev 18:5) 

C. ‘Do not say in your heart’ (6; Deut 9:4): ‘Who will ascend to Heaven . . . to bring Christ 
down’ (6-7; Deut 30:11-14) 

1. Bring Christ down: likely speaking of His incarnation  

2. The covenant has been renewed in Christ’s coming down and rising up 

D. Righteousness based on faith (6) 

E.  ‘The Word is near you, in your mouth, and in your heart’ (8; Deut 30:14) 

1. In your mouth: as you confess Jesus as Lord! (10:9) 

2. In your heart: as you believe that God raised Him from the dead! (10:9) 

F. ‘That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved’ (9; 1:3-4; 4:24-25; cp Acts 22:16; 
1 Cor 12:3; 2 Cor 4:5; Phil 2:11) 

G. For, with the heart man believes . . . and with the mouth he confesses (10) 

1. Believes resulting in ‘righteousness’: the status people have on the basis of faith  

2. Confesses resulting in ‘salvation’: the actual rescue from sin; not a status but an 
event  

H. For, Scripture says, ‘whoever believes will not be disappointed’ (11; Isa 28:16; cf 9:33 
which also cited Isa 28:16) 

I. For, there is no distinction: Jew or Greek (12) 

J. For, the same Lord is Lord of all (12)  

K. For, ‘whoever will call upon the Name of the Lord will be saved’ (13; Joel 2:32): In 9:5, 
the Messiah was ‘God over all’; now the Messiah is Lord; whereas Joel clearly had 
YHWH 

 

10:14-21  

A. How shall they call upon Him whom they have not believed? (14); They must have faith; 
The answer is in 11:13-14! The Gentiles’ inclusion will bring them to jealousy  

B. How shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? (14) 

C. How shall they hear without a preacher? (14) 

D. How shall they preach unless they are sent? (15) 

E. How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings (15; Isa 52:7)  
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F. They did not all heed the good news (16; cf Isa 53:1)  

G. Faith is by hearing and hearing by the word of Christ/the word about Christ/ the word 
which is the Christ (17)  

H. Surely they have never heard? (18): Cites Ps 19:4: Their voice went into all the earth  

I. Israel did not know/understand? (19): 3 quotations in response  

1. Moses says: ‘I will make you jealous by that which is not a nation’ (Deut 32:21); 
Isaiah says: ‘I was found by those who did not seek me’ (20; Isa 65:1); Isaiah also 
says: ‘All day long I have stretched out my hand to a disobedient people’ (21; Isa 
65:2) 

2. Paul’s answer is that Israel had long ago been warned that Gentiles would take over 
the blessings they had been promised  

 

Chapter 11 

Primary thought!: God is faithful to His covenant and that covenantal love has been 
unveiled in the Gospel message about Jesus 

- Question 1: Has Israel failed totally? No—God forbid 

- Question 2: Has Israel failed permanently? No—God forbid 

 

11:1-10 

Question 1: Has Israel failed totally? No—God forbid 

A. God has not rejected His people, has He? No (1): Paul is after all a Jew!  

1. A ‘seed’ of Abraham (cf 9:7-8) 

B. At present there is also a remnant (5)  

C. What Israel was seeking for it has not obtained (7) 

 

11:11-32  

1 section that breaks down into 3 subsections: 11-16; 17-24; 25-32 

Question 2: Has Israel failed permanently? No—God forbid  

Paul responds: 

1) What happened to Israel has been for the good of the Gentiles and Israel will likely 
become jealous (11:11b-16) 

2) Unbelieving Jews are like broken off branches; Gentiles have been grafted in; Israel 
too can be grafted back in as long as they don’t remain in unbelief (11:17-24)—this 
section is aimed against Gentile arrogance  



Dalrymple   Romans - Spring 2014 

Page 30 of 39 

 

3) Hardening of the Jews and the gathering in of the Gentiles is the means of God’s 
saving ‘all Israel’ (11:25-32)  

A. Was their stumble a fall? (11) 

B. Their stumbling was the means by which the Gentiles have come to faith (11b-12) 

C. Their transgression is ‘riches’ for the world (12); How much more their fulfillment! (12)  

D. Move Israel to jealousy (14; cf Deut 32:21 cited in 10:19): Save some of them (14; 1 Cor 
9:22) 

E. Just like Jesus, the Jews’ rejection is reconciliation for the world and their restoration is 
a resurrection (15)  

F. If the first piece of dough be holy, the lump is also (16) 

G. Olive tree (17); Represents the people of God (cf Jer 11:16-17; PS 52:8; Hos 14:6) 

H. Some of the branches were broken off (17) 

I. Wild olive that was grafted in (17): Gentiles  

J. Rich root of the olive tree (17): Messiah  

K. Do not be arrogant! (18: addressed to the Gentiles) 

1. They must remember their origin—wild olives  

2. And upon whom they are dependent—the root; which is the Messiah!  

L. What counts is faith! (20) 

1. They (Israel) were broken off for their lack of faith 

2. Gentiles were grafted in for their faith 

M. Gentiles must therefore maintain their faith (20-21) 

1. God can do to them as He did to the Jews—He will not spare them either  

N. The Kindness and Severity of God (22)  

O. They will be grafted in (23-24) 

1. Grafted in again: affirms that it is only through Christ and not some other means by 
which Israel will be saved 

Hardening of the Jews and the gathering in of the Gentiles is the means of God’s saving ‘all 
Israel’ (11:25-32) 

P. I want you to understand: Lest you be wise in your own eyes (25) 

1. A partial hardening has happened to Israel (cf 9:6-11:10; esp 11:7)Partial is more 
likely denoting ‘for a little while’ 

2. Until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in 
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Q. All Israel will be saved (26) 

1. Who is ‘Israel’? 4 options  

a. All the elect: Jews and Gentiles 

i. ‘All Israel’ is used in the OT and usually means ‘the great majority of 
Jews alive at the time’ (1 Kings 12:1; Dan 9:11; in Mal 4:4): it means 
the ‘whole nation through time’  

ii. Abraham’s true family has been those who share the faith of Abraham 
(4:16); and are circumcised in the heart (2:29); cf also Gal 3:28-29; 
Phil 3:3-4 

iii. In 9:6, Paul opens this argument with a clear indication that he was 
redefining the terms  

iv. Rom 10:1-13 clearly establishes that ‘everyone’ who calls on the 
Name; ‘for there is no distinction between Jew and Greek’ (10:12) 

v. Note the connection between 11:26 and 10:13: ‘All who call on the 
name of the Lord/Israel will be saved’   

b. The elect of the nation of Israel 

c. Every individual from the nation of Israel 

d. National Israel as a whole, but not every individual  

2. When will this occur?  

a. During the course of present history  

i. The question that remains is whether Paul is referring to what he has 
just said (i.e., the manner in which all Israel will be saved is through 
the hardening of the Jews and the bringing in of the Gentiles so as to 
cause the Jews to become jealous); or to what he is about to argue (i.e., 
and this is the manner in which all Israel will be saved: He will do it in 
the manner in which Scripture says)—the former is more likely!  

b. Immediately before the second coming  

c. At the second coming  

3. How will this occur?  

a. Through people coming to faith in Christ 

R. This is the fulfillment of Scripture (26b) 

1. ‘The deliverer will come from Zion’ (cf Isa 59:20-21) 

2. ‘And this is My covenant with them when I take away their sins’ (27; cf Isa 59:21; 
27:9): Echoes Jer 31:33-34; Joel 2:28-32; Ezek 36; Deut 30  

S. From the standpoint of the Gospel: they are enemies for your sake (28) 

T. From the standpoint of God’s choice: they are beloved for the sake of the fathers  
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1. Explained in 11:29—the Word of God has not failed 

U. For, the gifts and calling are irrevocable (29; cf 9:6) 

V. For, just as you were once disobedient; so these also now have been shown mercy (30-
31) 

W. God has shut up all in disobedience in order that He might show mercy to all (32) 

1. Argument thus far: all were in sin; all were in Adam; Torah only bound Israel to sin 
and death, Israel was nonetheless the bearers of God’s promises; God honored the 
promises even if Israel failed; the Messiah succeeded where Israel and all others 
failed; His death and resurrection were for all who believed; but how could God 
bring Gentiles in without it looking like Israel was a favored nation? 

 

11:33-36 

A. The depth of the riches, wisdom and knowledge of God (33)  

B. How unsearchable His judgment and unfathomable His ways (33) 

1. Looking back, God’s plan makes sense  

C. ‘Who has known the mind of the Lord’ (34; Isa 40:13)  

D. ‘Who has given to Him that it might be paid back to him’ (Job 41:11) 

E. For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things (36) 

 

  



Dalrymple   Romans - Spring 2014 

Page 33 of 39 

 

Chapters 12-16 

12:1-2 Worship  

A. Therefore, I exhort you (1): Present your bodies as living and holy sacrifices, 
pleasing/acceptable to God (1)  

1. ‘Present’: has sacrificial overtones: Paul has in mind the animal sacrifices of the Temple but 
replaced by ‘our bodies’; ‘Living and holy’ 

2. Pleasing to God: Cf 8:8: where those in the flesh cannot please God; but implied is that ‘those 
of the Spirit can please God’  

B. Spiritual act of worship (1)  

C. Do not be conformed to this world (2) 

D. Be transformed (2); By the renewing of your mind (2; cf 1 Cor 2:16); Prove what the will of God 
is (2) 

E. That which is good, acceptable, and perfect (2) 

 

12:3-13 Community Living  

12:3-8  

A. For, (i.e., offer to God true worship; pleasing sacrifices; renew your minds; because we are one 
people in Christ!)  

B. Not to think more highly of himself than he ought to (3): God has allotted each a measure of 
faith  

C. Many members yet one body (4-5; cf 1 Cor 12) 

D. Gifts that differ (6; cf 1 Cor 12; Eph 4:11) 

1. 7 gifts:  

a. Prophecy 

b. Ministry/service 

c. Teaching 

d. Exhortation 

e. Giving—generously  

f. Leading—diligent   

g. Compassion—cheerfully  

2. According to the grace given to us  

 

12:9-13 

A. Love without hypocrisy (9) 

B. Abhor what is evil; Cling to what is good (9) 

C. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love (10)  
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D. Give preference to one another in honor  

E. Not lagging in diligence (11) 

F. Fervent in Spirit  

G. Serving the Lord (Jesus)  

H. Rejoicing in hope (12) 

I. Persevering in tribulation  

J. Devoted to prayer  

K. Contributing to the needs of the saints (13) 

L. Practicing hospitality 

 

12:14-13:7 The Church Facing the Outside World  

A. Bless those who persecute; bless and curse not (14) 

1. Persecute: cf 1 Thess 2:14; 3:3-4; 2 Tim 3:12 

2. To bless is the proper response (cf 1 Pet 3:9; 2:20-23; Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:28-35; Acts 
7:60; 1 Cor 4:12; Eph 5:1)  

B. Rejoice and weep (15) 

1. Live in harmony with one another (16a) 

2. Associate with the lowly (16) 

C. Do not be wise in your own estimation (16c; cf 11:25; 12:3): Feelings of superiority towards 
non-Christian Jews (11:25); Towards one another (12:3); Towards pagans (12:16)  

1. Never pay back evil for evil to anyone (17)  

2. Respect what is right in the sight of all men  

3. If possible, be at peace with all men (18)  

D. Never take your own revenge, but leave room for the wrath of God  (19a) 

1. Deut 32:35: ‘I will repay [‘vengeance’ is too strong here]’  

E. Feed him; i.e., your enemy (20; Prov 25:21-22; 1 Kings 6:20-23) 

F. Give a drink to him i.e., your enemy (20; Prov 25:21-22) 

1. Heap burning coals on his head (20) 

G. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good (21)  

 

13:1-7 

A. Let every person be in subjection to the governing authority (1) 

B. He who resists has opposed the ordinance of God (2) 

C. For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior but evil (3) 

D. It is the minister of God for good (4) 
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E. It is necessary to be in subjection; for conscience sake (5)  

F. Because of this you pay taxes (6)  

G. Render to all what is due (7)  

 

13:8-10 Love fulfills the Law 

A. Owe nothing to anyone (8): Except love  

B. He who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law (8; cf Gal 5:14): The point is that love was the 
purpose of the Law: Love is the fulfillment of the Law (10)  

C. For, (explanation) (9) 

1. All the commands are summed up in ‘you shall love your neighbor’ (9; Lev 19:18; Matt 
22:37-39; Jas 2:8—‘royal law’; i.e., the one given by the king)  

2. List includes 4 of the last 5 of the 10 commandments (excludes bearing false witness) 

D. Summary: ‘Love does no wrong to a neighbor’ (10) 

 

13:11-14 

A. This do (11) 

B. Knowing the time  

1. The old age is passing away (cf 12:2)  

2. It is already the hour for you to awaken 

3. For, now salvation is nearer than when we believed: Refers to when God renews all things  

C. Night is almost gone, the day is at hand (12): Therefore, let us stop doing deeds of the night (cf 
1 Thess 5)  

D. Let us behave properly (13): Not in carousing, drunkenness, sexual promiscuity, and sensuality  

E. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ (14; cf Gal 3:27; Eph 5:24; Col 3:10) 

1. Invoking the presence of Jesus as Lord as their defense against all evil  

 

14:1-15:13 

Addresses problems faced in the church in Rome: Different opinions on matters of food, drink, and 
observance of special days 

Strong and weak appear undefined: But if we add 15:7-13 we find Paul notes the ‘circumcision’ 
(15:8) and the ‘Gentiles’ (15:9) 

Both groups: 

- Give allegiance to Jesus (14:1-12) 

- Share in the life of the kingdom (14:17) 

- Share in the service of the Messiah (14:18; 15:5, 6) 
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- Are brothers and sisters for whom Christ died (14:15) 

Cp 1 Cor 8-10 

Those who are weak in ‘faith’ then are those who have not worked out the implications of 
the death and resurrection of Jesus  

 

14:1-12  

A. Accept the one who is weak in faith (1) 

1. Faith has been defined in Romans as confession in Jesus as Lord (Rom 10:9-10) 

2. After all, God has accepted him (3) 
Food 

B. One man has faith that he can eat all things (2): Weak eats vegetables only (2)  

1. This person should not judge the one who eats  

C. Let not him who eats regard with contempt; nor let the one who does not eat judge (3) 

1. ‘Contempt’ suggests looking down on an inferior: strong look down on the weak 

2. ‘Judge’ suggests looking down on someone who has done wrong; weak judge the strong  

D. Who are you to judge another’s slave (4)  

E. The Lord is able to make him stand (4) 

Sabbath/Holy Days  

F. One man regards one day above another; another man regards them as the same (5) 

G. For: everything is to be done in relation to the Lord (7-9) 

H. Why do you judge your brother? (10) 

I. We shall all stand before the judgment (10); Isa 45:23 (11; cf Phil 2:10) 

 

14:13-23 

14-18 warn that things become unclean if someone is convinced that they are  

19-23 they are to avoid things that make a fellow Christian stumble  

A. Therefore, let us not judge, but determine not to put a stumbling block in a brother’s way (13)  

B. Convinced that nothing is unclean in itself (14; cf 14:20): Context favors that this is indeed 
about food (cf Mark 7:18-19; Matt 15:11, 17-20; Acts 10:15, 28; 11:9; Tit 1:5)  

C. Your brother is hurt (15): This violates the ethic of love (15) 

D. Good for you may become a curse (16) 

E. KOG is not eating and drinking (17): Rare statement of Paul on the KOG (1 Cor 4:20; 6:9-10; 
15:24, 50; Gal 5:21; Eph 5:5; Col 1:13; 4:11; 1 Thess 2:12; 2 Thess 1:5; 2 Tim 4:1, 18); though 
Paul utilizes kingdom imagery throughout his writings! (cf Rom 5:12-21—the reign of grace vs 
the reign of sin) 

F. KOG is righteousness, joy, and peace in the Holy Spirit (17; 5:1-5) 
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G. So, let us pursue the things that make for peace (19)  

H. All things are clean (20): But they are evil if one causes a brother to stumble (20-21)  

I. You have faith (22) 

J. Whatever is not from faith is from sin (23): We either follow Abraham (faith) or Adam (flesh)  

 

15:1-13  

Triple conclusion: to 14:1-15:13; to 12:1-15:13; and to the letter as a whole 

- 14:1-15:13: draws together the threads in the commands to the weak and strong—they 
are to both praise God  

- 12:1-15:13: Paul insists on the same humility that was found in 12:3-8; as well as the 
notion of worship introduced in 12:1  

- Whole letter: Jew and Gentile have come together in one family through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus demonstrating God’s covenant faithfulness  

  

15:1-6: approaches the point negatively 

A. Strong are to ‘bear’ the weaknesses of the weak  

B. Everyone must please their neighbor (2) 

C. For, even Christ did not please Himself (3) 

D. For, whatever was written in earlier times was written for us! (4)  

 

15:7-13: says the same thing positively 

A. Accept one another (7; 14:1); Just as Christ accepted you (7) 

B. For, Christ has become a servant to the Jews (circumcision) (8); And that the Gentiles might 
glorify God (9)  

3 quotations and a final quote that sums up the letter  

C. Ps 18:49 (9) 

D. Deut 32:43 (10): Rejoice Gentiles ‘with’ His people   

E. Ps 117:1 (11): Let all the nations praise Him  

F. Isa 11:10 (12): In the root of Jesse, the Gentiles will hope  

 

15:14-33 

15:14-24 Paul wants to finish his apostolic work by traveling to Spain  

15:25-33 Paul explains his upcoming trip to Jerusalem  

A. Paul is reminding them of his calling (15-16): To be a minister to the Gentiles; As a priest; His 
offering is the Gentiles; Sanctified by the HS  

B. I aspire to preach where Christ has not been named (20); Isa 52:15 
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C. He has been hindered in coming to them by the preaching from Jerusalem to Illyricum (22) 

D. He hopes to see them in passing on route to Spain (24) 

E. Going to Jerusalem (25)  

F. Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to contribute for the poor in Jerusalem (26)  

G. Request for prayer (30-33) 

1. That he will be rescued (31)  

2. His ministry will be acceptable to the Church in Judea (31)  

 

16:1-16  

A. I commend Phoebe who is a servant in Cenchrea (1-2) 

1. She is a: deacon or servant?  

B. Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus (3-4; cf Acts 18:2, 26; 1 Cor 16:19; 2 Tim 
4:19); Church that meets in their house (5)  

C. Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen, my fellow prisoners, who are outstanding among the 
apostles, and were in Christ before me (7) 

1. In Christ before me: perhaps saved before the Gospel came to Asia  

2. Very likely husband and wife (Junia is well attested)  

3. Outstanding among the apostles? 

a. Known among the apostles as outstanding; or, 

b. Apostle in the sense of eyewitness to the resurrection?  

E. Household of Narcissus (11); Narcissus is known at the time of Claudius: he was a freeman who 
rose to great heights; only to incur the jealousy of many Romans and was forced into suicide 
after Claudius’ death 

1. If this is the same man, then Christians in his household would face potentially severe 
consequences  

D. Greet one another with a holy kiss (16) 

 

16:17-20  

A. Watch out for those who cause dissension and hindrances; contrary to the teaching which you 
learned (17) 

B. For, (explains what sort of people they are) (18); They are not serving the Lord; But their own 
appetites; Smooth and flattering speech; They deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting  

C.  Be wise in what is good and innocent in what is evil (19; cf Matt 10:16) 

D. God will soon crush Satan under your feet (20; cf Luke 10:17-19; Ps 91:13; Rev 12:10-11)   
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16:21-24  

A. Timothy (21; Acts 16:1-3); Jason (Acts 17:1-5); Sosipater (Acts 20:4); I, Tertius, (22); Gaius (23; 
1 Cor 1:14)—resident of Corinth and place of the church gathering; Erastus, the city treasurer 
(known from inscriptions) 

 

16:25-27 Doxology  

A. To the one who is able to establish you . . . be the glory forever (25, 27) 

B. According to my Gospel: ‘namely’ the preaching of Jesus Christ (25) 

1. The heart of the Gospel is the preaching of Jesus Christ  

C. Revelation of Jesus which has been kept secret for long ages past (25) but now is manifested 
(26); Cf Eph 1:9; 3:3, 9; Col 1:26-27; 1 Cor 2:1, 7; 4:1; 13:2; 14:2; 15:51-52 

D. ‘To whom be the glory forever’ (27) 

 


