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Introduction to the OT  

 

I. The Story of the Bible  

A. The Bible is a continuous story from Creation to Redemption  

1. Setting: Creation and the Garden (Gen 1-2) 

a. Fruitful and Multiply 

b. Temple-city 

2. An occasioning incident: the Fall (Gen 3)  

a. Cursing  

1. Expelled from Eden 

2. Loss of the presence of God 

3. Increasing tension: Expulsion from the garden; murder of Abel; 
violence/flood; disobedience and Babel (Gen 3-11) 

a. Anti-thesis temple-city 

4. Promise of resolution for the nations: Call of Abraham (Gen 12) 

a. God Makes a covenant with Abraham (Gen 12:1-3) 

1. Covenant formula: “I will be your God; You will be my 
people; I will dwell in your midst” 

b. God endeavors the reconcile mankind 

c. Main elements of the promise: 

1. Family: God promises to make Abraham a great nation 
(Gen 12:1-3): as many descendants as the stars and 
sand (Gen 22:17; 15:5) 

2. Land: (Gen 15:6)  

3. Blessing: “you shall be a blessing” (Gen 12:2; 18:18): 
God promises to bless all nations through Abraham’s 
“seed” all nations will be blessed” (Gen 22:17-18) 

5. Continuation of story: Call of Israel (Gen 12- Old Testament) 

a. Setting apart of Israel from the nations dominates Exod-Deut 
(Exod 1:7) 

1. They are to be holy (Lev 19) 

a. To this end Israel must be governed by God’s 
laws and decrees 

b. Faith in God, marked by obedience, will result in 
God’s blessing 
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2. Result is blessing or cursing (Deut 11:26; Lev 26:4-13): 
includes the restoration of God’s presence) 

a. Blessing is: land and family: the nations come to 
the light (Deut 4:6-8; Isa 2:1-2) 

3. Cursing: driven from the land (Deut; Lev 26:14-39) 

b. Samuel-Malachi: Israel fails (Isa 1:2-4) 

1. Driven from the land 

c. Latter prophets promise a restoration of the nation (Lev 26:40-
45; Isa 40:1-3) 

6. Solution/Climax: Jesus (Matt-John) 

7. Fulfillment begins: Jesus sends Church to the World (Acts-Revelation) 

8. Resolution: Second Coming (Revelation)  

9. Outcome: Paradise restored on Earth: New Jerusalem (Rev 21-22) 

B. Story of the Bible is about Jesus (Luke 24:13-47) 

1. Gal 3:16, 19  

2. Matt 3:17 

3. Heb 9:7-14  

4. Furniture of the Tabernacle foreshadowed fulfillment by Christ and 
the NT (Most Holy Place symbolizes God’s immediate presence; the 
Holy Place has symbols associated with God’s mediated presence 
between God and man) 

a. Veil is the flesh of Jesus: (Heb 10:19-20; Matt 27:51) 

b. Holy Place: Lampstand (Exod 25:31-40; John 1:1-3) 

c. Holy Place: Bread of the Presence: (Exod 25:23-30; John 6:1-
14; 32-35; Mark 6:51—didn’t gain insight from the incident of 
the loaves!) 

d. Holy Place: Altar of Incense (Exod 30:1-10; Heb 9:4; Rev 5:8; 
8:3; Heb 5:7; 7:25) 

 

II. Old Testament  

A. Christian: Law, History, Poetry, Prophecy  

1. Law: Pentateuch: Gen-Deut  

2. History: Joshua-Esther  

3. Poetry: Job-Song of Solomon 
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4. Prophets: Isaiah-Malachi  

a. Major: Isaiah-Daniel  

b. Minor: Hosea-Malachi  

B. Jewish: Law, Prophets, and Writings  

1. Torah/Law: Gen-Deut  

2. Prophets:  

a. Former: Joshua, Judges, Samuel and Kings  (these include the 
exploits of a number of prophets; written by prophets) 

b. Latter: Isaiah-Malachi (excluding Daniel and Lamentations)  

3. Writings: Psalms, Songs, Wisdom lit (Job, Proverbs) 
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Pentateuch 

 

I. Pentateuch: Genesis-Deuteronomy  

A. Pentateuch is about the Covenant with Moses covenant: the purpose of which 
is to constitute Israel as a ‘Theocracy’  

1. In this context Israel was to live out its privileges as the people of God  

 

B. Genesis: God establishes His covenant with Abraham 

1. Land of Canaan is promised to the descendants of Abraham 

2. Promise of family  

3. Blessing of all nations 

a. Fulfillment of this promise sets the agenda for Exod-Deut  

b. Exodus narrates the Exodus and their journey towards Canaan, 
which continues into Lev and Num  

c. Journey ends in Deut  

C. Exodus climaxes in chs 19-20 with Sinai  

1. Climax: Exod 19:3-6: Here Israel is to be a kingdom of priests—
serving to mediate to the other peoples of the world the knowledge of 
the true God (cf Gen 12:3; 18:18; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14) 

 

D. Rest of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers spell out the obligations and 
privileges of the covenant  

E. Deuteronomy is the capstone of the Pent and the foundation of 
Deuteronomistic history 

1. Deuteronomy has the speeches of Moses leading up to the crossing of 
the Jordan  

 

F. The Pentateuch is specific—Israel is the recipient of the Mosaic covenant—
and universal—in that God desires to save all nations  

G. Exile is a natural consequence of disobedience 

1. Creation is designed to flourish under wise human stewardship 

2. When man rebels, creation suffers  

3. Man must then be put out of the garden  

4. Israel recapitulates the sin of Adam and Eve and suffers the same 
consequence 
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II. Survey  

Genesis 
A. outline 

2:4  Generations of Heavens and Earth  
5:1  Generations of Adam 
6:9  Generations of Noah 
10:1  Generations of sons of Noah 
11:10  Generations of Shem 
11:27  Generations of Terah  
25:12  Generations of Ishmael 
25:19  Generations of Isaac 
36:1  Generations of Esau 
37:2 Generations of Jacob  

5. Also the book can be divided into 1:1-11:26 and 11:27-50:26  
 

B. Genesis: land; family; blessing 
1. Expelled from Garden: loss of God’s presence  

2. Noah and land (Gen 5:28-29) 

a. Flood is the ultimate judgment on the land (8:21) 

b. Decreation 
c. Retreat of flood waters is recreation! Cp Gen 1-2 and 8-9 

i. Water must subside for man to live on the earth 
ii. Animals and birds “according to their kind” (8:17-19; 1:20-

21, 24-25) 
iii. God establishes days and seasons (8:22; 1:14-18) 
iv. Blessing animals: “fruitful and multiply’ (8:17; 1:22) 
v. Man is “fruitful and multiply” (9:1, 7; 1:28) 

vi. Given dominion (9:2; 1:28) 
vii. God gives food for mankind (9:3; 1:29-30) 

viii. Man made in the image of God (9:6; 1:26-27) 
3. Land of Canaan as a promised land to the descendants of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob (Gen 12:5-7; 13:14-17; 15:6, 18; 17:8) 

4. Land of Canaan as a promised land to the descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob (Gen 12:5-7; 13:14-17; 15:6, 18; 17:8) 

 
Exodus: knowing God through personal experience  

A. Exodus narrates the Exodus and their journey towards Canaan, which 
continues into Leviticus and Numbers: Journey ends in Deuteronomy 
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B. Emphasizes: covenant and Tabernacle:  

1. Covenant presents the conditions in which they may continue to enjoy 
the relationship with God: 10 commandments  are the principle 
obligations of the covenant (20:3-17)  

 

Exodus and the NT 

A. Jesus’ attitude toward the law was a main source of contention with the Jews 

1. Healed on the Sabbath (Matt 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11; 13:10-
17; 14:1-6; John 5:1-15; 7:21-24) 

2. Ritual cleanness (Matt 15:10-20; Mark 7:1-8) 
3. Eating with sinners (Matt 9:10-11; 11:19; Mark 2:15-16; Luke 5:29-

30; 7:34; 15:2) 
4. Jesus had high regard for the law (Matt 5:18-20); affirmed greatest 

commandment (Matt 22:37-39; Mark 12:29-31) 
B. New covenant inaugurated at the last supper (Matt 26:28; Mark 14:24; Luke 

22:20; 1 Cor 11:25; cf Jer 31:31-34) 

1. New Covenant is guaranteed because it is written on our hearts by the 
Spirit (Ezek 36:25-27) 

C. Result is that the Church is a Holy nation and a royal priesthood (1 Pet 2:9-
10; Rev 1:6) 

 

Leviticus: Divine speeches outlining regulations and laws for the people  

A. Most events in the book took place during their 40 years of wandering  

B. Holiness (19:2): Holy, Clean, Unclean:  

1. God is supremely Holy  

2. Holiness emanates from God 

a. Holiness is not an issue for Genesis (beyond ch 3) since God 
does not dwell on the earth 

b. Once God takes up residence on the earth, His Holiness is then 
transferred to the people and places  

C. Holiness and uncleanness are incompatible: accounts for many provisions in 
Leviticus 

1. E.g., the complex sacrificial system is the result of the incompatibility 
of holy and unclean  

2. Holiness and unclean are dynamic and able to transmit their nature to 
other objects or people: 

3. Cleanness is static; cannot be transferred 
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D. People; Places: Objects; Days all distinguished by threefold designations: 
Holy, Clean, Unclean:: 

1. Places: Threefold designation: camp 

a. Tabernacle represents the heart of the camp: Holy 

b. Rest of the camp is clean 

c. Outside the camp is unclean 

2. People: Threefold designation of the people 

a. Priests are holy 

b. Israelites are clean 

c. Non-Israelites are unclean  

3. Objects: Distinctions exist among each of these 

a. Tabernacle has 3 areas: Most Holy Place—High Priest; Holy 
Place—any priest; courtyard—all Israelites 

b. Furniture has 3 levels of holiness—indicates by their location, 
what they are made of, accessibility to humans, and use in 
religious rituals: items made of pure gold placed inside the 
tent—ark of the covenant—high priest:--gold lampstand—all 
priests; altar and basin made of bronze located in the 
courtyard—all Israelites; 

4. Days: segregated by threefold designations 

a. Sabbath and Day of Atonement: no work permitted 

b. Pilgrimage feasts (Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Tabernacles): 
cease from regular work 

c. Special offerings on 1st day of month: all work permitted 

 

Leviticus in the NT 

A. Holiness is accomplished by the blood of Christ (1 John 1:7; Heb 10:10, 14; 
13:12; Col 1:22 

B. Holiness is a supreme command for the life of the believer (1 Pet 1:15-16; cp 
Rom 6:19-22; 2 Cor 1:12; Eph 4:24; Col 3:12; 1 Thess 2:10; 3:13; 1 Tim 2:15; 
Tit 1:8; Heb 12:14; 2 Pet 3:11) 

C. God’s Spirit dwells within us making us holy-temples (1 Cor 6:19; cp Heb 
2:11) 

D. Jesus is the lamb of God (John 1:29) 

E. OT sacrifices were an illustration pointing to Christ (Heb 9:9-10; 10:1) 

F. Jesus is the High Priest (Heb 5:10; 7:11-22) 



Dalrymple   Intro to the OT 

 8 

G. Unclean food related to the nations (Acts 10:1-11:18): God no longer makes 
such a distinction among people (Acts 15:7-9) 

 

Numbers: linked to the overall development of the Pentateuch relating to the land:  

A. Opening and closing chapters describe preparations before entering the 
promised land  

B. Chs 1-10 record events within a 2-month period (Israelites favorable): 
Israelites are to prepare for occupation of Canaan:  

C. Chs 11-25 selected events over 40-year period (God’s anger turns against 
them resulting in the death of the entire generation)  

1. Deaths of large numbers of Israelites—entire generation that entered 
the wilderness (except Joshua and Caleb) 

2. God’s anger is a result of the peoples complaints (11:1, 10, 33; 12:10; 
21:6); apostasy and moral failure (25) 

D. Chs 26-36 events in 40th year (Israelites favorable)   

1. Begins with census of 20 year old Israelites (only Caleb and Joshua 
remain from first census)  

 

Numbers in the NT 

A. 40 years in the wilderness 40 days of temptation (Matt 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13) 

1. 1st temptation is for food; shows Jesus’ trust in God’s provision contra 
the Israelites 

2. 2nd temptation is to trust God as protector: Israelites choose to test 
God 

3. 3rd temptation is trust that God will give Him the kingdoms that are in 
the control of another contra the Israelites failure to believe that God 
can give them the land 

B. 1 Cor 10:1-13 

C. 1 Cor 10:4 Christ was the rock 

 

Deuteronomy: ‘Second Law’: renewal of the relationship between the Lord and the 
people; emphasis on love 

A. Covenant with Israel is based on love and loyalty (6:5; 11:13; 13:3; 30:6) 

1. They must fulfill the obligations of this relationship or they will 
experience curses and not the promised blessings 
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2. Warning against follow other gods (6:14; 8:19; 11:28; 28:14) 

a. Cannot worship or serve the other gods (7:4, 16; 8:19; 11:16; 
17:3; 28:14, 36, 64; 29:18; 30:17) nor bow down to them 
(8:19; 11:16; 17:3; 30:17) 

b. Especially important as they are about to enter the land of 
Canaan (16:21-22; 18:14; 12:31; 13:14; 17:4; 18:9, 12; 20:18) 

3. Must not make idols (4:15-31) 

4. They must teach them to their children (6:6-9; 4:4; 11:18-21; 31:9-13) 

5. Cannot entice others to follow other gods (13:1-5) 

B. Purpose  

1. Served as a sort of constitution for Israel  

a. Sets the stage for an ideal Israel: what it would look like with 
One God, one people, in one land, with one law  

2. Elucidates the moral principles set forth in the 10 commandments  

3. 3 speeches of Moses to Israel  

a. Recounts the journey to the border of Palestine (1-4)  

b. Israel’s life under the law after they conquer the land (5-28) 

c. Covenant renewal (29-32) 

C. Deut 27-30  

1. 2 choices: (Deut 30:15-20) Obedience will result in blessing; 
disobedience in cursing  

2. Blessings follow for obedience: 28:2-14  

a. Fruitfulness in their work (15:10; 7;12-15; 14:29; 15:4, 18; 
23:20) 

b. Nation will have security from neighbors 

3. Curses result for disobedience: 28:15-68 

a. Family: Disease will strike their flocks and the people 

b. Land: Nation will not have security and eventually be led into 
captivity and exiled out of the land  

 

Deuteronomy in the NT 

A. Most quoted book in the NT 

B. Jesus did not come to abolish but to fulfill (Matt 5:17) 

C. Greatest commandment (Matt 22:35-37) 
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D. Temptation accounts: Jesus cites Deuteronomy each time (Deut 6:3; 6:16; 
6:13) 

E. 2 choices; God or mammon (Matt 6:24); 2 gates (7:13-14); 2 trees (7:15-20); 
2 claims (7:21-23); 2 houses (7:24-27) 

1. Rich young man: Possession or follow me (Matt 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-
30) 

F. God’s blessing of that land is a sign of His eventual blessing of all land; cf Rom 
8:18-26 

G. Cursing: in the NT cursed is the one who relies “on the works of the law” (Gal 
3:10; cf Deut 27:26); Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law (Gal 3:13; 
cf Deut 21:23) 

H. Deut 18: prophet like Moses is Jesus (John 7:40; Acts 3:22; 7:37) 

I. Deut 6:4: John 10:30; 17:21-23 
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Historical Background to the OT  

 

I. Abraham called to leave his homeland and to go to the land of Canaan (Gen 12-
14) 

A. God establishes a covenant with Abraham (Gen 15-16)  

B. Isaac and Jacob (Gen 25-36)  

C. Jacob/Israel 12 sons: become the 12 tribes of Israel (Joseph given 2 
allotments; Levi is the priestly)    

D. Joseph taken to Egypt (Gen 37-50)  

 

II. Moses called to lead the Israelites out of slavery (15th c BC)  

A. Raised in Pharaoh’s court (40 yrs)  

B. God remembers His covenant with Abraham (Exod 2:24) 

C. Spends 40 yrs in Midian  

D. Leads Israelites out of Egypt through a series of miracles  

E. Moses and the Israelites enter into a covenant relationship with God at Mt 
Sinai/Horeb  

F. Forced to wander because of their unbelief for 40 yrs   

G. Strictly warned not to make common cause with the Canaanites (Deut 18:9-
13) 

 

III. Joshua and successors conquer the Promised Land  

A. Jerusalem remains in the control of the Jebusites  

B. Israelites fail to heed God’s command and intermarry  

C. Philistines migrate to Palestine (c 1100 B.C.): Organized 5 city-states  

 

IV. Israel as a monarchy (c 1050-930 BC)  

A. Saul appointed first king  

B. David appointed King  

1. Philistines not pleased with a united monarchy ruled by David  

2. Joab succeeds in capturing Jerusalem  

C. Empire expands from Egypt to Euphrates  



Dalrymple   Intro to the OT 

 12 

D. Solomon replaces David  

1. Amassed a large harem and great wealth  

2. Major building campaigns: including the Temple  

3. Result is debt  

 

V. Monarchy divided  

A. Northern tribes—Israel—make Jeroboam king and proclaim Shechem as 
capital  

B. Southern tribes—Judah—make Rehoboam king with Jerusalem as capital  

C. At times each made alliances with other nations to provide a defense against 
the other  

D. All the kings of the north are deemed as wicked; righteous southern kings in 
bold  

 

VI.  Kings of the North (931-722)  

A. Jeroboam I (931-10)  

B. Nadab (910-09) 

C. Baasha (909-886)  

D. Elah (886-65) 

E. Tibni (885-80)  

F. Omri (885-874): Establishes the ‘House of Omri’ (881-41)  

G. Ahab (874-53): wife Jezebel  

H. Ahaziah (853-52)  

I. Jehoram (Joram) (852-41) 

J. Jehu (841-14): Establishes Dynasty of Jehu  

K. Jehoahaz (814-798)  

L. Jehoash (798-82)  

M. Jeroboam II (793-53)  

N. Zechariah (753) 

O. Shallum (752) 

P. Menahem (752-42)  

Q. Pekahiah (742-40) 

R. Pekah (735-32) 
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S. Hoshea (732-22)  

T. Assyrian invasion and destruction of Israel (721)  

1. North exiled throughout Assyria  

 

VII.  Kings of the South (931-586)  

A. Rehoboam (931-13)  

B. Abijam (913-11) 

C. Asa (911-870)  

D. Jehoshaphat (870-45) 

E. Jehoram (850-42)  

F. Ahaziah (842-41)  

G. Athaliah (841-35)  

H. Joash (835-00)  

I. Amaziah (800-791) 

J. Azariah/Uzziah (791-40)  

K. Jotham (740-35)  

L. Ahaz (735-15)  

M. Hezekiah (721-686)  

N. Manasseh (696-41) 

O. Amon (641-39) 

P. Josiah (639-09)  

Q. Jehoahaz (609) 

R. Jehoiakim (609-598) 

S. Jechoiachin (598-97) 

T. Zedekiah (597-586)  

U. Babylonian invasion and destruction of Judah and Israel (586) 

1. South Exiled to Babylon   

2. Jerusalem and the Temple destroyed (temple treasures are taken) 

 

VIII. Judah a province of Babylon  

A. Cyrus, the Persian, conquers Babylon (539 BC) 

B. Cyrus allows the exiles in Babylon to return to Judah and rebuild the Temple  
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IX. Exiles return to Judah  

A. Samaritans resist efforts to rebuild Jerusalem  

B. Haggai and Zechariah (along with Zerubbabel) responsible for the 
completion of the Temple Mar 12, 516 BC  

C. Samaritans continue complaints against Jews  

D. Nehemiah, chief cup-bearer to Artaxerxes, visited by Jews from Judea (445 
BC) 

E. Nehemiah appoints Ezra as Secretary of State for Jewish affairs  
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Intro to the OT Historical Books 

 

I. (Deuteronomy) Joshua-Kings Deuteronomistic History (DH) 

A. Reflect the theology, theme, and content of Deuteronomy  

B. Themes of Deuteronomy pervade the history of Joshua, Judges, and Samuel-

Kings 

C. Practices forbidden in Deut are routinely condemned in Josh-Kings 

1. Idolatry (this was the covenant-breaking sin) 

2. Worship outside Jerusalem: Israel must worship at a central place of 

worship—because Idolatry is the sin vs God (Deut 12:1-15; cf v 5) 

3. Covenantal perspective: Yahweh was the God of Israel and expected her 

obedience—covenantal blessing and curse  

D. Kings are judged by how faithful they were in destroying the high places where 

the Canaanite gods were worshipped 

 

II. Sam-Kings is written to an exilic people (2 Kings 25:27-30; ends in the middle of the 

exile; around 560 BC): In order to explain the exile  

A. What happened to drive them into the exile?  

B. Ans: the kings of Israel were not faithful to the covenant 

 

III. Chronicles is written to a people who have returned to the land after release from 

Babylonian exile  

A. The question is ‘now that we are back, what are we to do?’ 

  

IV. Samuel-Kings vs Chronicles 

A. Sam-Kings emphasizes the sins of the kings; particularly their rejection of the law 

of centralization  

B. Chronicles greatly diminishes the sins of David: David’s sin with Bathsheba: 2 

Sam 11-12; 1 Kings 1-2 long accounts; yet Chronicles mentions Bathsheba only 

in genealogy (1 Chron 3:5) 

C. Strong emphasis on the Temple and Solomon’s role in rebuilding it  
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Intro to OT Prophets  

I. Covenant and prophecy  
A. The prophets were covenant enforcement mediators: They administered the 

covenant and made sure that the people knew the stipulations  
 
II. Divine origin of Prophetic office  

A. Deut 18:9-22  

1. Israel was not to be like the nations around them (Deut 4:7-8) 

2. These nations use omens and divination  

3. Israel does not need such because God has given her prophets who 
reveal the Word of God  

B. Prophet is to be a mediator: Prophet is one who speaks a message on behalf 
of a superior  

1. Task was to be a spokesman unto the people and to represent God 
before the nation (Deut 18:18-20; Rom 3:2) 

C. God will raise up a prophet (15) 

1. Prophecy was to find its supreme expression in one great prophet  

2. In the meantime, a body of prophets was to arise  

D. Prophet was called by God: not given by natural generation as with kings and 
priests: ‘I will raise up . . .’ (18) 

 

III. General Time-frame of the Writing Prophets  
A. Exilement of the Northern Kingdom of Israel (721 BC): Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, 

Micah 

B. Exilement of the Southern Kingdom of Judah (586 BC): Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Jeremiah  

C. Restoration from Exile beginning in 536 BC: Ezekiel, Daniel, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi 

1. Daniel and Ezekiel performed their entire ministries in Exile  

 

IV. Message  
A. Main task was declaring God’s will for them: Prophet is one who utters a 

revelation from God 

1. Most often this does not regard the future but the present  

B. 3 main points: 

1. You (Israel/Judah) have broken the covenant: you better repent 
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2. If you do not repent, you will be judged: ultimately: Exile! 

3. There is still hope even in exile: God will bring a future restoration 
that will include the nations 

C. Israel’s sins: 

1. Idolatry 

2. Social injustice 

3. Reliance on religious ritualism 

D. The prophets were covenant enforcement mediators  

1. They administered the covenant and made sure that the people knew 
the stipulations  

2. Hosea condemns them for their sins (4:2-3): sins listed correspond 
grammatically to the 3rd, 9th, 6th, 8th, and 7th commandments  

3. Jer 7:5-10: references the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th 
commandments 

4. Ezekiel: Israel rejected God’s law: he details the sins of the people: 
22:3-12; 33:23-29 

5. Cp Mal 3:5-7; Isa 42:21-25 and 48:17-19; Jer 8:7-8; 9:13-14, 25-26; 
Dan 9:5-6, 10-11, 13 

E. Central prohibition was idolatry (Deut 4:15-20)  

1. Jer 2:10-11, 13 

2. Hos 8:4-6 

F. Care for the poor, widow, orphan, and the stranger is central to the law (Exod 
20:10; 22:21; 23:9; Lev 19:10, 34; 23:33; Deut 10:18-19; 14:28-29; 16:11, 14; 
24:17, 19-21; 26:12; 27:19) 

1. Isa 1:17; 58:6-7; Mic 6:6-8; Hos 14:3; Jer 7:6-7; Zech 7:9-10; Mal 3:5 

G. Spoke of impending exile and restoration 

1. Fulfillment of the blessings and curses 

2. Hos 3:5; promises to David will be fulfilled (Isa 9:6-7; 11:1-10; 16:5; 
22:202-25; 25:6-12; 33:20-21; 37:31-32; 55:3-4; Jer 23:5-6; 33:14-26; 
Ezek 34:23-24; Hos 3:5; Amos 9:11-12; Mic 5:2; Zech 6:9-15) 

 

V. Message Pre-exilic  

A. First demand was for the people to worship only Yahweh  

B. Unfaithfulness of Israel: Israel no longer keeps the original faith  
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VI. Message Postexilic 

A. Transitions from doom to hope (Jer 29:11)  

B. Yahweh has now exacted punishment, thus a better future awaits  

 

VII. Consummation of the prophetic office: JESUS 
A. Acts 3:19-26: Jesus is the one of whom Moses spoke  

B. Jesus never used the prophetic formula ‘Thus says the Lord’; instead He used, 
‘Truly, truly, I say to you’   
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Intro to Poetry and Wisdom 

Poetry 

A. 1/3 of OT is poetic: all but 7 books (Levit., Ruth, Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, & 
Malachi) have poetic passages  

B. Difference between prose and poetry is fluid and not rigid  

C. Poetry is characterized by a higher level of literary artifice than prose  

1. i.e., Prose represents a certain departure from normal speech patterns 
and poetry even further  

2. Poetry utilizes conventions and devices and prose doesn’t  (parallelism, 
meter, imagery, terseness) 

 

Wisdom  

A. Hebrew term for wisdom used 318 times: Over half (183) in Job, Prov, and Eccl  

B. Solomonic authorship explicitly claimed for Prov, Eccl, and Wisdom: 1 Kings 5:9-
14 Solomon wisest man  

C. Basic wisdom saying consists of 2 lines in parallelism (esp Prov 10-31)  

D. Most striking characteristic is the absence of elements generally considered to 
be typically Israel: especially: Promises to patriarchs; Exodus; Sinai covenant  

E. Salvation history is absent from wisdom lit  

F. Wisdom in the OT 

1. Wisdom Psalms 1, 37, 49, (73), (91), 112, 119, 127, 128, 133, (139) 

2. Proverbs: Knowledge: Fear of the Lord is the most distinctive feature of 
theological wisdom 

3. Job: divine presence 

4. Ecclesiastes: meaning  

I. Goal of Wisdom  

1. Formation of character 

2. Pursued progeny, longevity, and remembrance; those who successfully 
achieved correct knowledge purchased long life for themselves  

 

Job  

A. Background 

1. It deals with the relationship of human suffering and divine justice = 
theodicy 
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B. Authorship 

1. Book set in early (patriarchal) period: traditional author is Moses  

C. Date and Source 

1. Events—set in patriarchal period. Job is the Gentile version of Abraham.   

D. Purpose: many views 

1. Reward retribution 

2. Everyone is naturally flawed 

3. Educated chastening 

4. Good overcoming evil. 

5. Multifaceted theme speaking of suffering and God. The author attempts to 
tell his readers that the friends of Job do not have the whole picture. God 
does not need to be justified and in the end he does not abandon his 
children. As a result of the fall, the existence of Satan and the permissive 
will of God, there are times when the limits of conventional wisdom are 
reached.  The misapplication of Wisdom to these situations fails to 
perceive the greater glory of God which comes through suffering. 

E. Major characters 

1. Job—not an Israelite, but a man of patriarchal times living east of the 
Jordan.  He was both a righteous man and a man who struggled with the 
will of God.  

2. Three counselors— 

a. Eliphaz—maybe an Edomite—he showed some respect of Job, 
seeing him as a pious man gone astray. 

b. Bildad—considers Jobs struggle over the justice of God as 
blasphemy and uses his knowledge of ancient wisdom tradition to 
prove to Job that his family got what they deserved and to warn 
him about a similar doom. 

c. Zophar—his message was to repent or die the horrible death that 
the wicked deserve. 

d. Elihu—appears only in chapters 32-37 and is often considered 
non-genuine. He is younger than the other men. 

F. Outline 

1. Prologue 1-2 

a. Job is introduced and so is the accuser (Adversary). Job seems to 
have some understanding of wisdom 

b. Job refuses to lie even for the honor of God (2:10) 
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2. Dialogues with three friends (3-31) 

a. Job’s lament (3) 

b. Three cycles of dialogues (4-27) 

 Cycle 1 Cycle 2 Cycle 3 

Eliphaz 4-5 15 22 

Job 6-7 16-17 23-24 

Bildad 8 18 25 

Job 9-10 19 26:1-27:12 

Zophar 11 20 [27:13-23?] 
maybe 

Job 12-14 21 28-31 

c. Poem on divine wisdom (28) 

3. Monologues (29-42:6) 

a. Job’s (29-31) 

b. Elihu’s (32-37) He is not mentioned in conclusion but is in the 
speeches. His advice may not deserve a response 

c. God’s (38-42:6) 

4. Job’s closing contrition (42:7-17)] 

G. Theology 

1. Who is wise?  This is the heart of the debate, understanding how the world 
works (11:2, 12:2-3, 12:12, 13:12, 15:1-13).  Who has the correct insight 
into why suffering happens? 

a. The crisis of wisdom—the answer is that God alone is wise. 

b. the hiddenness of order—wisdom is perceived to be order, but it 
is here breaking down. We don’t know why people suffer, we want 
the moral order to work the same as a physical order. The 
conclusion is that we must fear the Lord. 

2. The need for a mediator—Job asks for someone to plead his case 

3. When Christianity doesn’t work—we can’t take biblical truths and come 
up with a health and wealth message. Sin inhabits the world. Some things 
happen just because of that and not because of what you do directly. 
Remember the disciples’ question regarding who sinned, this man or his 
parents. The answer was neither, but so that God may be glorified.  

4. Gods truth is not primarily therapeutic. God does not always reveal his 
reasons. Job 13:15—“Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him” 
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Job and the New Testament  

A. Christ the wisdom of God—the crucifixion is consummate theodicy.  Defense of 
justice in the face of human suffering. Jesus died—a bad thing happened to a 
good person in order to provide hope for the world. 

B. Glory in suffering—not only did Jesus suffer in our place, but as an example as 
well.  We are to suffer after him.  Paul says suffer with me, follow me as I follow 
Christ who took up the cross.  You will suffer if you are in Christ, but there is 
glory in suffering 

 

 

Psalms  

A. Author  

 

B. Date 

1. Written over a 1,000 yr period (Moses to exile and return: PS 126, 137)  

C. Structure 

1. No reason for every Psalm in terms of where they are in relation to the 
other Psalms 

2. Not generic solely 

3. Not chronological  

a. 1-2 Introductory: Gatekeepers 

b. Psalms are a Holy Place (used in corporate worship) 

c. Therefore, must protect from wicked having entrance  

4. Predominance of Laments at beginning 

5. End has Hallels 146-150 

D. Note: Some Psalms were originally one (Psalms 9 & 10 are an alphabetical 
acrostic)  

E. 5 Books: (attempt to mirror the Pentateuch)  

1. 1-41; 42-72; 73-89; 90-106; 107-150 

2. Doxologies at end of each book (41, 72, 89, 106, 145) 
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3. Royal Psalms at each seam (2 and 89 bracket I-III)  

a. Psalms 2, 41, 72, 89 reveal a progression in thought regarding 
kingship and the Davidic covenant  

b. Covenant introduced (2); rests securely in David (41); passed on 
to his descendants (72); covenant remembered but failed (89); 
thus, the Psalmist longs for a restoration of the Davidic line in exile  

4. Book 4 center (90-106); sets an answer to the problem of 89  

a. YHWH is king 

b. He has been refuge before the monarchy and He will be now that 
the monarchy is gone   

F. 7 genres: (it is essential to ask “what kind of Psalm is this?”) 

1. Hymns: prayers that one prays when life is going great (Ps 47): Praise  

2. Laments: life is not going well (Ps 130; 88; 69, 77) 

a. More at the beginning of the Psalter   

b. Psalms of disorientation  

c. Begins with despair and ends with hope (not always); crying to 

rejoicing  

3. Thanksgiving (Ps 18, 30)  

a. Psalms of reorientation  

b. Have a very specific statement about the previous problem  

4. Wisdom (Ps 1; 119; 45)  

a. Wisdom is a skill of living; ability to do the right thing at the right 

time; say the right thing 

b. In a context of Fear of the Lord (Prov 1)  

c. Close connection between Wisdom and Law: both express God’s 

will for living life (law is more direct—you must not murder: 

wisdom is situationally based—most are not universally true) 

d. Ps 49 is like Ecclesiastes  

5. Kingship (Ps 47) 

6. Remembrance: looking to the past (Ps 136; 78) 

a. Ps 78: ‘a parable’: history has a lesson  

7. Confidence/Trust: (Ps 131) defined by emotion of quiet confidence in 

the Lord (Ps 23) 
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Psalms and the NT 

A. Psalms are Christologically (All Psalms are Messianic; but they all have 
significance in their initial setting) 

1. Look at the metaphors of God and apply them to Jesus—e.g., God as king, 

then we realize that Jesus is the king; God as a warrior (Ps 98); Jesus is 

the divine warrior  

2. Think of them as prayers to Jesus  

3. Think of them as Psalms of Jesus (Ps 22); Psalms that Jesus is saying!   

a. Those with Him confessing sin: may be exceptions (Clowney 

suggests that Jesus is confessing our sins for us)  

 

Proverbs 

A. Author  

1. Much connected with Solomon (10:1-22:16; 25:1-29:7) 

2. Anthology: thus written over time  

3. Most penned by Solomon and transcribed by ‘men of Hezekiah’ (25:1)   

B. Theology  

1. Contrast between the Righteous wise and the Wicked fool 

2. Don’t explicitly mention God, covenant, or redemption 

3. 1-9 provide the interpretive grid for the rest of the book  

C. Outline 

1. There is a strong connection between chs 1-9 and 10-31: Read all of 
proverbs through the interpretive grid of first nine chapters. Fear of the 
Lord. 

2. Preamble (1:1-7)  

a. General superscription (1:1) 

b. Purpose (1:2-6) Impart wisdom to simple and wise and especially 
young men in their preparation for rulership. 

3. Extended discourse on wisdom (1:8-9:18) 

a. Who sits on highest point of city—wisdom (Yahweh, v 3) or folly 
(Baal v 14) Wisdom is to choose Yahweh’s house 

4. Solomonic Proverbs (10:1-22:16) 

5. Sayings of the wise (22:17-24:34) 

6. More Solomonic proverbs (25:1-29:27)  

a. Social hierarchy / social conflict and its resolution (25:2-27) 
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b. The fool (26:1-12) 

c. The sluggard (26:13-16) 

d. Conflict, speech and deceit (26:17-18) 

e. Friendships, etc (27:1-22) 

f. Stewardship (27:23-27) 

g. Rulers, etc. (28-29) 

7. Sayings of Agur (30) 

8. Sayings of King Lemuel (31:1-9) 

9. Poem to the virtuous woman (31:10-31) 

a. Great womanliness is not found in dependence on a man. Women 
can work. She is a glory because of her initiative, shrewdness, 
industriousness 

b. Book ends with her because it begins with the greatness of lady 
wisdom 

 

Ecclesiastes  

A. Title: Ecclesiastes—Greek for teacher from ek and kaleo—the assembler, the 
speaker to the called out  ones. Qoheleth—Hebrew for teacher. From qahal—
assembly. 

B. Author  

1. Main speaker is qoheleth: Qohelet: “preacher” or “teacher”; lit. ‘one who 
assembles’; pseudonym: 

2. Traditional view: Solomon   

3. Two voices in book: Qohelet (1st person) and narrator (3rd person) 

a. Prologue and epilogue are 3rd person  

4. What we know: 

a. He is a teacher (1:1) 

b. He is son of David (the king) (1:1) 

c. He was a king (1:12) 

d. He was rich (a builder, slave owner) (2:4-8) 

e. He was very wise (2:9; 12:9) 

5. Alternative view: 

a. Main view: Author of Ecclesiastes used the writings of the 
“Qoheleth” as a literary device throughout the book. Qoheleth is a 



Dalrymple   Intro to the OT 

 26 

skeptical wise man who examines wealth, pleasure, and 
philanthropy as sources of meaning. The author, who controls the 
flow of the book, incorporated the sayings of this preacher (1:12-
12:7) and redeemed it in the epilogue (12:8-14). The book teaches 
that life lived by purely earthly and human standards is futile, but 
the God-centered life is an antidote. The question of Solomonic 
authorship can be mitigated because, even if the author was not 
Solomon, he certainly clothes himself in a Solomonic persona and 
perspective 

C. Theology  

1. Key is the epilogue: Fear God and keep His commands  

D. Structure  

1. 1:1-11 Prologue (introducing themes of Qohelet’s thoughts)  

2. 1:12-12:8 Monologue by Qohelet 

a. Adopts Solomon’s persona through ch 2  

3. 12:9-14 Epilogue  

4. Outline 

a. Prologue (1:1-11) setting up and identifying this persona 

b. Autobiographical monologue (1:12-12:7) Body of book 

c. Epilogue (12:8-14)  Redeem the subject 

E. Literary considerations 

1. Poetry (has parallelism everywhere and should often be written as a 
poem; also includes much imagery 

2. Satirical (Exposure of human vice or folly). This makes the book very 
contemporary.  It exposes hedonism (2:1-11) and materialism (2:18-23; 
3:7-8; 5:8-17) and the quest for satisfaction in knowledge, wealth 
pleasure, work, fame, and sex 

3. Protest literature—protest against the failure of life to satisfy a person 
permanently and at the deepest level. 

F. Comparisons 

1. With Proverbs 

a. wisdom and folly compared to a woman (Eccl 7:24-29 \\ Prov 1), 
but no upright women found (Eccl 7:28 \\ Prov 31) 

b. Ecclesiastes and Proverbs both use pithy sayings (proverbs) 

2. With Job—both Ecclesiastes and Job bemoan the fate of man. They both 
show that man is not wise—that the foolishness of God is greater than the 
wisdom of man. 



Dalrymple   Intro to the OT 

 27 

G. Recurring expressions: 

1. under the sun—life lived by purely earthly standards, without recourse to 
a supernatural order 

2. striving after the wind (1:14; 1:17; 2:11; 2:17; 2:26; 4:4; 4:6; 4:16; 6:9) 

3. eat and drink 

4. toil 

5. enjoy or not enjoy 

6. “again I saw” and “I have seen” 

7. what gain is there (1:3; 2:2; 2:3; 2:22; 3:9; 5:11; 5:16; 6:8; 6:11; 8:7; 
10:14; 11:2) 

8. All is vanity or “Vanity of vanities”—vapor, mist, breath meaning 
insubstantiality and fleetingness (1:2; 1:14; 2:11; 2:15; 2:19; 2:21;2:23; 
2:26; 3:19; 4:4; 4:7; 4:8; 4:16; 5:10; 6:2; 12:8) 

H. Purpose 

1. “Life lived by purely earthly and human standards is futile, but the God-
centered life is an antidote.”  

 

Ecclesiastes and  the NT 

A. Sermon on the Mount! (Matt 5-7) 

B. Cannot serve God and wealth (Matt 6:24) 

C. What will it profit a man to gain the whole world (Mark 8:36) 

 

 

Song of Songs  

A. Title: Solomon’s Song of Songs—a song by, for, or about Solomon. It means the 
greatest of songs. It is a superlative like King of kings. 

B. Author 

1. Traditional—Solomon (1:1): He is referred to 7 times and the king is 
spoken of three times. 6:4 mentions Tirzah and Jerusalem together 
suggesting a date prior to Omri—closer to Jeroboam who made it the first 
royal city in the North. 

C. Purpose—exaltation of the beauty of marital love, though “outside Eden, not free 
from sorrow, but still beautiful.” By application it can also be used to describe 
Christ’s great love for His church. 
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D. Literary features 

1. Allegory?  Saying one thing in terms of something else.  Like Pilgrims 
Progress or the Narnia tales 

2. Literal: If it is literal it very simply tells the story of a man and woman in 
love. It may include a second man depending on your interpretation 

3. Drama 

E. Characters 

1. The Shulamite? (6:13) Called the Beloved by the NIV. If Solomon is other 
character than many say that she is Abishag (David’s last nurse/wife) 
who became Solomon’s wife after.  Maybe just some nobody whom 
Solomon had a love affair with.  

2. Solomon?  

3. Shepherd boy? Long-term sweetheart from home to whom she remains 
faithful in spite of the king’s attention 

4. Dramatic approach: 2 views  

a. 2 characters: Solomon and the Shulammite woman  

(1) Initial meeting; marriage; trouble in relationship; finally 
deep bond  

b. 3 characters: Solomon, Shulammite woman, and young shepherd 
boy 

(1) Woman is not in love with Solomon, but with simply 
country boy  

(2) Solomon, the apostate and brazen polygamist, insensitively 
and lustfully abducts her in order to add her to her harem 

(3) She remains devoted and pure in her love for the young 
shepherd  

c. Difficulties:  

(1) Ambiguity is evident in 2 or 3 character debate (but it 
should be easy to recognize the number of characters in a 
drama) 

(2) Unable to demonstrate a plot structure  

(3) Dramas are unattested in Bible and ANE  

F. Outline 

1. The problem of structure—it looks like an anthology (separate units put 
together), but with a final master craftsman. So what was the craftsman 
doing? 
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2. Workable outline 

a. Anticipation (1:2-2:7) 

i. The Beloved’s first request (1:2-4) 

ii. Her shy uncertainty (1:5-7) 

iii. he Lover’s gentle encouragement (1:8-11) 

iv. The Beloved’s Soliloquy (1:12-14) 

v. The Lover’s banter (1:15-2:2) 

vi. The Beloved’s Second request (2:3-7) 

vii. Closes with “Daughters of Jerusalem…Do not awaken love 
until it so desires” 

b. Found, and Lost—and Found (2:8-3:5) 

i. The Lover’s arrival (2:8-9) 

ii. His first request (2:10-13) 

iii. The Lover’s intercession (2:14-15) 

iv. The Beloved’s response (2:16-17) 

v. The Beloved’s Search (3:1-5) 

vi. Closes with “daughters of Jerusalem…Do not awaken love 
until it so desires” 

c. Consummation (3:6-5:1) 

i. A  wedding song for Solomon (3:6-11) 

ii. Beauty and desire (4:1-15) 

iii. Consummation (4:16-5:1) 

iv. Closes with consummation theme “Eat, O friends, and 
drink; drink your fill, O lovers.”  

d. Lost—and Found (5:2-8:4) 

i. The break (5:2-8) 

ii. A leading question (5:9) 

iii. A Joyous response (5:10-16) 

iv. A Second question (6:1) 

v. A curious response (6:2-3) 

vi. The lover overwhelmed (6:4-10) 

vii. The Beloved’s excited anticipation (6:11-12) 

viii. A request, a question, and a reply (6:13-7:5) 
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ix. The lover’s praise (7:6-9) 

x. Consummation—again (7:10-8:4) 

xi. Closes with “Daughters of Jerusalem…Do not awaken love 
until it so desires.” 

e. Affirmation (8:5-14) 

i. Arousal (8:5) 

ii. Commitment (8:6-7) 

iii. Contentment (8:8-10) 

iv. Communion (8:11-14) 

v. Closes with consummation theme “Come away, my lover 
and be like a gazelle or a young stag on the spice-laden 
mountains” 

G. Theological message 

1. Extoling sexual love between a man and a woman  

a. (It is important to remember that sex is a gift of God in marriage. It 
is joyous and not just procreational. Marriage is not evil. Sex is not 
evil.) 

2. Eden reminder. This book gives us a biblical-theological study of sexuality. 
It reminds us of the first love poem written. Gen 2:18-25. Sin resulted in 
sexual language—they noticed their nakedness and sought to cover it.   

 

Song of Songs in the NT 

A. Eph 5:25-32: This metaphor continues in the NT with Christ’s love for the 
Church—a fulfilled antitype of the Lord’s love for Israel.   

B. Rev 19:7-10: speaks of the marriage supper of the lamb where he will bring us 
before the Father without spot 

 

 


