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Understanding Revelation  
 
Though many are enamored with the intrigue relating to the ‘end times’, one cannot escape 
the fact that the book of Revelation stresses the Gospel message in light of the finished 
work of Christ and the call for the church to be God’s lampstands in the midst of a hostile 
world. This study focuses on understanding the book of Revelation in light of Christ and the 
call to the Church to imitate Christ and to bear witness for His kingdom.  We look at the 
nature of Apocalyptic literature and John’s use of and understanding of the OT prophets—
especially Daniel. We discuss issues of interpretation and insights into the various 
perspectives. The message of Revelation is made simple and the meaning of the text 
becomes clearer as we explore the riches of this fascinating book.  

 
Assignments 
1. Read the book of Revelation twice (preferably in different translations); if possible, 

read at least once before the first or second class meeting. 
2. Listen to the Prerequisite Podcast: ‘Understanding Revelation in the 21st century.’ If 

possible, listen before the first class meeting. 
3. Read either all of Vern Poythress, The Returning King, P&R Publishing, Phillipsburg, NJ: 

2000, or all of William Hendriksen, More Than Conquerors, Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002, 
4th ed. 
(Poythress is an easier read; Hendricksen is a classic work but a bit more studious. 
Note: I have chosen various textbooks over the years when teaching Revelation in a 
church setting. Hendricksen’s text is a classic—as evidenced by the fact that Baker 
Books continues to publish it [it is now in its fourth edition; originally published in 
1940]. What I hope you will understand about our study of Revelation is that the 
message of Revelation—about who Jesus is and its call to the Church to persevere in 
faithful witnessing—is fabulous. Furthermore, I hope you come to appreciate that the 
scholarly world is in large agreement as to what the message of Revelation is. Thus, 
while it is true that many popular works have made Revelation appear to describe the 
‘final’ events just prior to Jesus’ return—all of which must be encoded for which these 
popular authors have ‘found’ the magical formula—I want to ensure you that there is a 
fabulous message in Revelation that speaks powerfully to John’s original audience as 
well as to the Church throughout the ages and to us! So, if Hendriksen’s classic text 
appears to present things that are foreign or unexpected to you, I would urge you to 
read him carefully and evaluate things fairly. I personally do not agree with everything 
he proposes, though his work is a classic for a reason)  

 
Instructor 
Rob Dalrymple, PhD 
rdalrymple19@gmail.com  
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Recommended Resources 
Black: good for the beginner  

Red: good for intermediate 

Blue: good scholarly works 
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